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Long Queues Nationwide 
As Scarcity Persists

Naira Redesign: Over 17m Diaspora Nigerians Can’t Exchange Old Notes

From left: Group Managing Director of Dozzy Group, Sir Daniel Chukwudozie; Ooni of Ife, Imperial Majesty, Oba Adeyeye 
Enitan-Ogunwusi; Chairman of Manufacturers Association of Nigeria, South East Zone, Lady Ada Chukwudozie; Alara 
of Ilara, Oba Olufolarin Olukayode Ogunsanwo, and other dignitaries during presentation of the 2022 Best Industrialist 
award by the Sun Newspaper on Lady Chukwudozie, in Lagos on Sunday. PHOTO: NAN

Diezani 
Approaches 
Court To 
Recover 
Seized Assets

BY OUR CORRESPONDENT

Nigerians abroad have 
been excluded from 
the ongoing cash swap 
programme launched 
by the Central Bank 
of Nigeria, CBN, as no 
provision has been made 
to accommodate them.

The cash swap 
programme is part of 
the measures by the CBN 
to fast-track its naira 

redesign initiative by 
facilitating the circulation 
of new notes, especially in 
local government areas and 
unbanked communities 
through agency banking that 
allows banks to offer services 
without having branches in 
areas that do not have easy 
access to financial services.

The CBN governor, 
Godwin Emefiele disclosed 
last December that more 
than 80 percent of the 

currency in circulation 
is outside the vaults of 
commercial banks and that 
the naira redesign policy 
would aid cash mop-up.

“The integrity of a local 
legal tender, the efficiency 
of its supply, as well as its 
efficacy in the conduct of 
monetary policy are some 
of the hallmarks of a great 
central bank.

BY CHARLES EBI AND ABAH ADAH 

President Muhammadu Buhari has 
inaugurated the Dala Inland Dry Port, 
in Dala Local Government Area of  
Kano State, as well as 10 Megawatt 

Kano Solar Power Project funded by 
the Nigeria Sovereign Investment 
Authority with the sum of $16m.

The President, visibly excited about 
the project, expressed satisfaction 
with the quality of job done with the 

installation of the solar power plants.
He was accompanied by the Governor 

of Kano State, Dr Umar Ganduje; the 
Minister of Finance, Budget and National 
Planning; Mrs Zainab Ahmed; the 
Chairman of the NSIA Board of Directors, 

Mr Farouk Gumel, the Managing 
Director/Chief Executive Officer of the 
NSIA, Mr Aminu Umar-Sadiq. Also in 
attendance at the event were Kolawole 
Owodunni, NSIA Executive Director 
and Chief Investment Officer; Mallam 

Ali Goni Kadugum, Executive Member 
Non-Executive Director; Olubisi Makoju 
_ Executive Director; and Kabir Suleman 
Oniyangi, Executive Member Non-
Executive Director.
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Pump price hits N700 per litre
Protesters to begin sit-at-home in Edo

Situation taking toll on economic activities
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Police in Nasarawa State said 
it raided a kidnappers hideout 
at Kiguna village in Lafia, the 
state capital and arrested six 
suspects.

The Commissioner of Police, 
Maiyaki Muhammed-Baba, 
made the disclosure at a news 
briefing on the command’s 
achievements in January, 
yesterday in Lafia.

Muhammed-Baba said on 
January 12, at about 4am, 
police operatives attached to 
Assakio Division, acting based 

on a tip-off, raided the hideout 
and arrested four suspects.

“One locally-fabricated AK-
47 pistol and live cartridge were 
recovered from the suspects as 
exhibits,” he said.

The commissioner also said 
that on January 13, police 
operatives from the same 
division arrested the gang 
leader of a kidnap syndicate.

He noted that from the 
beginning of the year till date, 
the police had arrested 21 other 
suspects for various offences.

Mohammed-Baba gave the 
breakdown of the suspects as 
16 for robbery, two suspected 
motorcycle snatchers and three 
cattle thieves.

He listed the exhibits 
recovered from the suspects as 
four vehicles, arms and cattle, 
among others.

The police boss said that the 
suspects would be charged to 
court after the conclusion of 
investigations.

He, however, said most of 
the suspects had confessed to 

their crimes and were helping 
the police in their investigation. 

Mohammed-Baba attributed 
the success recorded by the 
command to the support 
by members of the public, 
traditional rulers, other security 
agencies and the media.

He, therefore, appealed 
to members of the public to 
avail the police with credible 
information that would help 
them reduce crime to its barest 
minimum in the state. NAN

Police Raid Kidnappers 
Hideout, Arrest 6 In Nasarawa

Tuesday, January 31, 2023

.From left:  Comptroller General of  Nigeria Immigration Service, NIS, Isah Idris; AIG Federal Criminal Investigation Department, Sanusi Buba; Minister of Interior, Ogbeni Rauf Aregbesola 
and representative, Oba of Lagos, Chief Aderibigbe Ajose and Commander Immigration Service, Lagos Command, Mani Bagiwa, during the official inauguration of the command building 
of Nigeria Immigration Service Lagos State Command, yesterday. PHOTO: NAN

STORIES BY ISMAILA JIMOH, ABUJA

Minister of the Federal Capital 
Territory, Malam Mohammed 
Bello, said government is on 
top of the security situation and 
that he receives security reports 
hourly.

Bello stated this yesterday 
in Abuja at the 20th edition 
of President Muhammadu 
Buhari’s Administration 
Scorecard Series (2015-2023) 
organised by the Ministry of 
Information and Culture to 
showcase the achievements of 
the administration.

According to him, in every 
reported case of crime in the 
territory, ten had been foiled by 
security agencies who work round 
the clock to keep the FCT safe.

Besides, the minister said 
one of the most challenging 
assignments of his office is land 
matters.

Responding to a question on 
why he does not allocate land to 
individuals, he explained that 
accessing land in the FCT is not 
going to be easy as it was 20 years 
ago.

He said many individuals that 
were allocated lands in the last 
10 years are just holding onto 
the allocation papers and have 
refused to move to site.

The minister also identified 
infrastructural challenges in 
districts where many individuals 
had been allocated land.

Officials in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo said yesterday 
that security measures had been 
increased ahead of Pope Francis visit 
to the country’s capital, Kinshasa.

Several districts in Kinshasa have 
been cordoned off to protect the 
pontiff and his delegation during 
the visit.

In addition to local police and 
the army, the country has asked 
for support from the Vatican’s 
security services and the US FBI, 
government’s spokesman, Patrick 

Muyaya told dpa.
Pope Francis is to visit Congo 

and South Sudan during his six-
day international trip that begins 
with his arrival today in Kinshasa, 
the pope plans to stay in Kinshasa 
until Friday.

Highlight of the visit will be an 
outdoor mass on Wednesday at 
N’Dolo military airbase.

Kinshasa’s Archbishop, Fridolin 
Ambongo expects more than a 
million people to attend the Mass, 
while others estimated that as many 

as two million believers may come.
The Roman Catholic Church holds 

significant influence in Congo, an 
East African country of about 100 
million residents.

The church has helped shape the 
country’s history and continues to 
exert a major influence on political 
decisions.

Pope Francis visit has raised 
hopes, particularly in the crisis-
plagued eastern region of the 
country, where violent clashes 
between rebel groups and 

government have escalated.
According to the UN refugee 

agency, there are about 5.5 million 
displaced people in Congo who have 
been driven from their homes by 
conflicts or disasters.

The pope plans to meet with 
some of them during his time in 
the country.

Pope Francis is scheduled to 
leave Congo for the South Sudanese 
capital of Juda on Friday where he 
is expected to remain until Sunday. 
dpa/NAN

We’re On Top Of 
Security Situation 
In FCT –Minister

Tight Security As Pope Francis Arrives Congo Today
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editorial MISSION STATEMENT
Our mission is to create hard-breaking national 
and international news, as it unfolds. We deliver 
unparalleled perspectives across multiple 
categories including politics, health, entertainment, 
education, classy, judiciary, parliament, foreign 
affairs, business, sports and more.

VISION STATEMENT
To operate a world class print media 

organisation collocated with 
positive journalistic ethics and 

practices at its peak to our beloved 
readers in Nigeria.

There have been apprehensions in some 
quarters that currency redesign and attendant 
swap may cause a category of Nigerians to lose 
their monies.

However, the CBN’s launch of the Cash Swap 
Programme in Rural/Underserved Areas’ and 
the subsequent directive by the apex bank to 
deposit money banks, DMBs, super agents, 
SAs, as well as mobile money operators, MMOs, 
to swap the old N200, N500 and N1,000 for the 
newly redesigned notes is in the right direction 
may have douse the concern of many.

Hence, they are expected to swap up to 
N10,000 per person while amounts above 
N10,000 are to be treated as deposits. 

This was to speed up permeation of the new 
Naira notes, particularly, in the rural areas 
of the country. It is expected to enhance the 
availability of the new notes and ensure people 
don’t lose their money as a result of the policy.

The SAs, banks and MMOs operating in rural 
areas are expected to swap up to N10,000 per 
person while amounts above N10,000 are to be 
treated as deposits. 

In a bid to further deepen the penetration of 
the redesigned naira notes to the general public, 
unbanked and under-banked, the CBN has also 
directed DMB, MMOs, and SAs to hasten the 

CBN’s Cash Swap Policy 
And Financial Inclusiveness 

swap of the old notes in the rural areas, to 
improve circulation of the new notes.

“in furtherance of its Naira Redesign policy, 
the Central Bank of Nigeria ,CBN, has sustained 
its nationwide awareness/sensitization 
programmes, enforced speedy collection of 
the new notes at CBN branches by the Deposit 
Money Banks ,DMBs, and mandated issuance 
of the new notes through Automated Teller 
Machines ,ATMs, to ensure distribution is 
fair, transparent and evenly spread across the 
country.

In addition to these measures and in 
recognition of the need to maximise the 
channels through which underserved and 
rural communities can exchange their Naira, 
the Bank launched a cash swap programme in 
partnership with SAs and DMBs. 

The programme enables citizens in rural 
areas or those with limited access to formal 
financial services to exchange old Naira notes 
for redesigned notes.

To promote financial inclusion, this service is 
also available to anybody without a bank account 
even as, agents may on request instantly open 
a wallet or account, leveraging the CBN Tiered 
KYC Framework, this will ensure that this 
category of the populace are able to exchange 

or deposit their cash seamlessly without taking 
unnecessary risk or incurring undue cost.

According to CBN, “Designated agents are 
eligible to collect the redesigned notes from 
MBs in line with the Revised Cash Withdrawal 
Limit policy. Agents are also permitted to charge 
cash-out fees for the cash swap transactions 
but prohibited from charging any further 
commissions to customers for this service.

Cash Swap agents will be readily identifiable 
in all local governments, particularly those in 
rural areas. The CBN has continued to monitor 
implementation of the programme and provide 
further guidance as may be necessary”. 

To ensure the success of this programme 
the apex bank has embarked on an aggressive 
sensitisation and awareness campaign on the 
redesigned new naira notes to markets, schools 
and streets across the nation.

CBN’s aggressive move to educate the 
populace on what to do to avail themselves of 
the various windows is appreciable.

Again, we commend the CBN which has 
announced an extension of the deadline of the 
swap from January 31 to additional 10 days as 
this would enable more penetration of the new 
notes and douse the fears of many citizens that 
they may lose their monies.
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DR. ETUK BASSEY WILLIAMS: Group Chief Executive Officer

Who
SAID
What?
IN THE NEWS

“Our aim is mainly 
to make Monetary 
Policy Decisions more 
efficacious and as 
you can see; we have 
started to see inflation 
trending downwards 
and exchange rates 
relatively stable.”

– CBN Governoe, Mr 
Godwin Emefiele



PHOTO 
OF THE 

DAY

“ President, Rotary Club of Jos 
Metro, Wuanor James-Bravo 

assisting a physically challenge 
woman, during the Club’s 

official distribution of wheel 
chairs to physically challenged 

persons in Chugwi Village, 
Riyom Local Government Area 

of Plateau State, yesterday. 

Photo: NAN
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Diezani Approaches Court To Recover Seized Assets

China blames US For Russia’s Invasion Of Ukraine

Resident Doctors Shelved Strike In Public Interest – President

Former Minister of Petroleum 
Resources, Mrs Diezani Alison-
Madueke, has approached the 
Federal High Court, Abuja to 
vacate an order granted the 
Economic and Financial Crimes 
Commission, EFCC, for the final 
forfeiture of her seized assets.

Alison-Madueke, in an 
originating motion, sought 
an order extending the time 
within which to seek leave to 
apply to the court for an order 
to set aside EFCC’s public notice 
issued to conduct public sale on 
her property.

The anti-corruption agency 
had planned to conduct a public 
sale of all assets seized from 
Alison-Madueke beginning from 
January 9 as contained in its 
public notice, following various 
court judgments/orders issued 
in its favour as final forfeiture 
orders against the property and 
personal effects of the former 
minister.

China’s Foreign Ministry has blamed 
the United States of America for 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, 
claiming that Washington created the 
conditions that led to the war.

Spokesperson for the Chinese 
Foreign Ministry, Mao Ning, 
disclosed this to journalists yesterday.

The spokesperson also condemned 
the weapons deliveries for inflaming 
the conflict as it approaches the one-
year mark.

“The US is the one who triggered 
the Ukraine crisis and the biggest 

Nigerian Association of Resident 
Doctors, NARD, said its members 
will not embark on industrial 
action.

Its President, Dr Innocent Orji, 
disclosed this yesterday in Abuja 
during an interview with the News 
Agency of Nigeria, NAN.

He said “the industrial action has 
been shelved for now as negotiations 
are ongoing with the necessary 
government bodies to meet the 

factor fuelling it and has kept selling 
heavy and assault weapons to 
Ukraine, which has only prolonged 
and intensified the conflict.”

Its comments came in response to 
a question about allegations from the 
US that Chinese companies had been 
offering support to the Russian side.

She denounced the claims 
as “unwarranted suspicion and 
groundless blackmail.”

Mao added that China “would not 
sit by and watch the US harm the 
legitimate rights and interests of 

demands of the association.
“The National Executive Council, 

NEC, of the association has 
mandated the National Officers 
Committee to engage the federal 
government on issues already 
outlined and revert back to it if the 
need arises.

“We took this decision in public 
interest and peculiarities of the 
moment.”

NAN reports that the association 

Chinese companies.”
Russia launched a full-scale 

military invasion of Ukraine in 
February 2022.

The People’s Republic of China, an 
ally of Russia, has not condemned its 
actions.

The rising diplomatic tensions 
between China and the US comes 
days ahead of a visit by the US 
Secretary of State, Antony Blinken, 
who is expected in Beijing on Sunday 
and Monday.

Blinken’s trip is the first visit to 

had on January 11 written a letter to 
the federal government addressing 
the Ministers of Health and Labour 
and Employment and other relevant 
Ministries, Departments and 
Agencies, MDAs.

The letter was entitled “Imminent 
Nationwide Industrial Disharmony 
in Health Sector: A Matter of Urgent 
Administrative Importance.”

In the letter, the resident doctors 
said there are lingering unresolved 

China by a US Secretary of State since 
2018.

The Chinese Foreign Ministry’s 
spokesperson also issued a warning 
to the US over its support for Taiwan, 
which China views as a breakaway 
province.

The US supplies Taiwan with 
weapons and offers the self-
governing island with extensive 
military support.

Mao said the US should not cross 
any “red lines” when it comes to its 
backing of Taiwan. dpa/NAN

issues affecting them and if they are 
not resolved before its NEC meeting 
between January 24 and 28, there 
may be industrial action.

The issues include irregularities 
in the new circular on upward 
review of the Medical Residency 
Training Fund, MRTF, outstanding 
payment of the arrears of the new 
hazard allowance and non-payment 
of the skipping arrears for 2014, 
2015 and 2016.Madueke

But in a motion marked FHC/
ABJ/CS/21/2023 dated and filed 
on January 6 by her lawyer, Chief 
Mike Ozekhome, SAN, before 
Justice Inyang Ekwo, the ex-
minister sought five orders from 
the court.

While Alison-Madueke is the 
applicant, the EFCC is the sole 
respondent in the suit.

The former minister, who 

argued that the various orders 
were made without jurisdiction, 
said these “ought to be set aside 
ex debito justitiae.”

She said she was not given fair 
hearing in all the proceedings 
leading to the orders.

“The various court orders 
issued in favour of the 
respondent and upon which 
it issued the public notice to 

conduct public sale of items 
contained in the public notice 
were issued in breach of the 
applicant’s right to fair hearing 
as guaranteed by Section 36 
(1) of the 1999 Constitution, 
as altered, and other similar 
constitutional provisions,” she 
said.

She argued that she was 
neither served with the charge 

sheet and proof of evidence 
in any of the charge nor any 
other summons howsoever and 
whatsoever in respect of the 
criminal charges pending against 
her before the court.

She argued that the courts 
were misled into making several 
final forfeiture orders against her 
assets through suppression or 
non-disclosure of material facts.



Federal government has 
disclosed that any action 
taken against anyone who 
undermines democracy, 
watered by the blood of many 
patriots, is right and justified.

Minister of Information 
and Culture, Alhaji Lai 
Mohammed stated this 
yesterday in Abuja at the 
20th edition of President 
Muhammadu Buhari’s 
Administration Scorecard 
Series (2015-2023).

Mohammed was 
responding to the decision by 
the United States of America 
to slam a visa ban on some 
Nigerians believed to be 
responsible for or complicit 
in undermining democracy.

The decision was 
announced in a statement 
recently issued by the US 
Secretary of State, Antony 
Blinken.

The minister reiterated 
the position of Buhari’s 
administration to ensure free, 
fair and credible elections, as 
well as a smooth handover 
to a successor elected by 
Nigerians on May 29.

“As a government, we 
are proud to say that no 
administration, since 
Nigeria’s return to democratic 
rule in 1999, has shown more 
fidelity to the democratic 
process than ours.

“No president, since 1999 
has been as unambiguous 
as President Buhari, in word 
and in deed, with regards 
to leaving office after the 
constitutionally-stipulated 
two terms,” he said

According to the minister, 
President Buhari had given 
unprecedented support to 
the Independent National 
Electoral Commission, INEC, 
including signing into law, the 
Electoral Act 2022, which was 
applauded by Nigerians.

He also reiterated the 
government’s position to 
conduct the general elections 
as planned and scheduled.

Mohammed said the 
scorecard series, during which 
ministers gave the giant 
strides of their ministries 
since 2015, is an indication 
of the administration’s 
determination to leave office 
on May 29.

According to him, the 
scorecard series was in 
essence, a presentation of 
the handover notes of the 
administration to those who 
elected them to office, as they 
prepare to leave in May.

“We have not been mired 
in any third term controversy 
like was witnessed under the 
Peoples Democratic Party, 
PDP.

“In fact, we are creating 
the template for a smooth 
transition of power that will 
guide future administrations.

“Let those who undermine 
our democracy be sanctioned 
and let them carry their own 
cross.

“As a government, we have 
no reason to worry because 
our hands are clean,” he said.

FG Okays US Visa 
Ban On Election 
Riggers

Naira Redesign: Over 17m Diaspora 
Nigerians Can’t Exchange Old Banknotes

351,022 Candidates Registered For UTME In 2 Weeks -JAMB

BY CHIKA MEFOR-NWACHUKWU

Joint Admissions and 
Matriculation Board, 
JAMB, has announced 
the suspension of one 
of its major vendors, 
eTranzact from vending 
the 2023 Unified 
Tertiary Matriculation 
Examination, UTME, 
ePINs.

The Board in its weekly 
bulletin stated that the 
suspension became 
necessary because 
available evidence had 
shown that some of 
eTransact’s agents had 
been vending the e-PINs 
above the prescribed fee.

The suspension is sequel 
to the flouting of the 
Board’s ground rule that 
no vendor is allowed to 
sell above the prescribed 
fee.

It would be recalled 
that the Board had made 
it clear that to be listed as 
a vending outlet, a vendor 
would not be allowed 
to sell a dime above the 
approved fee.

To ensure that all the 
vendors play by the 
rule, it had approved a 
commission for them per 
each ePIN vended.

It also made it clear 
that vendors would be 
held responsible for the 
actions or inactions of 
their agents, especially as 
they concern the vending 
fee of its e-PIN.

“In view of incidents 
of extortion perpetrated 
by some of its agents, 
e-Transact is hereby 
suspended from engaging 
in the vending of the 
Board’s e-PINs, as well 
as other transactions 
associated with its 
processes,” it said.

The Board also urged 
candidates who had 
been made to pay above 
the approved fee by any 
vendor or exploited in 
other ways to register 
their complaint by 
contacting JAMB on 
complaints@jamb.gov.
ng while providing their 
ePIN.

It added that JAMB 
had put in place 
robust mechanism for 
continuous monitoring 
of the conduct of vending 
outlets and urged all 
vendors to monitor the 
activities of their agents, 
as it would not abdicate 
its responsibility of 
protecting the interest 
of Nigerians in getting 
value and service for their 
money.

… As JAMB 
Suspends Major 
Vendor

“We believe that 
redesigning N200, N500 
and N1000 bank notes 
will reduce the cost of cash 
management, volume 
of cash in circulation, 
disrupt counterfeiting 
activities and enhance the 
adoption of digital and 
electronic transactions,” 
Emefiele said.

Reacting to the cash 
swap programme, some 
Nigerians in the Diaspora 
have lamented their 
exclusion, as the CBN 
had announced that all 
old N1000, N500 and 
N200 notes would cease 
to be legal tender after 
February 10.

A Nigerian residing 
in the United States of 
America, Colin Udoh had 
asked the Nigerians in 
Diaspora Commission, 
NIDCOM, to intervene 

BY CHIKA MEFOR-NWACHUKWU

Joint Admissions and 
Matriculation Board, 
JAMB, has stated that 
351,022 candidates 
registered for the Unified 
Tertiary Matriculation 
Examination, UTME, in a 
period of two weeks.

It would be recalled that 
the sale of the 2023 UTME 

application documents 
commenced on Saturday, 
January 14 and will end on 
Tuesday, February 14.

JAMB in its recent 
weekly bulletin also 
revealed that 92,196 
candidates registered for 
UTME-Mock examination 
while 258,826 opted not to.

The bulletin added that 
Lagos State has the highest 

number of candidates with 
51,533 followed by Kaduna 
State with 28,104 and the 
Federal Capital Territory, 
FCT, with 27,854.

Zamfara State has 
the lowest candidates 
with 1,260 followed by 
Sokoto State with 1,435 
and Bayelsa with 1,669 
candidates.

Meanwhile, the Board 

revealed that it has paid 
the registration service 
charge of N180,972,400 to 
Computer Based Test, CBT, 
Centres and Professional 
Testing Centres, PTC, 
where the UTME will take 
place.

The payment is N700 
service charge from each 
candidate’s registration for 
the past two weeks.

Oyo State Command Police Public Relations Officer, Adewale Osifeso (right); addressing newsmen, during 
presentation of arrested suspects, in Ibadan, yesterday, with him are some officers of the command. PHOTO: NAN
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in the situation, as many 
Nigerians abroad are 
stuck with old banknotes 
with nowhere to exchange 
them.

“I have some old naira 
notes with me. So far, I 
have not seen or heard of 
any plans by the Central 
Bank of Nigeria for folks 
in the Diaspora with old 
naira notes to exchange 
theirs,” Udoh said.

Another Nigerian in 
the Diaspora, Johanna 

Fadeyi explained that 
many Nigerians abroad 
have what they call “loose 
change” that can range 
between N1000 and 
N100,000 which they use 
to sort out expenses at 
the airports since Nigeria 
is largely a cash economy.

Responding to the 
appeal, the Chairman and 
Chief Executive Officer of 
NIDCOM, Abike Dabiri-
Erewa expressed surprise 
to hear that Nigerians 

abroad are in possession 
of naira notes.

Tweeting with her 
official handle, @
abikedabiri, she wrote: 
“Do Nigerians in Diaspora 
keep or spend naira notes 
abroad? Am I missing 
something?”

Dabiri-Erewa’s reaction 
confirmed that more than 
17 million Nigerians 
living abroad were not 
considered in the naira 
redesign policy.



BY ABAH ADAH, ABUJA

Youths have been advised 
to toe the path of creativity, 
innovation and Information 
Technology, IT, in order to 
be successful leaders and 
development drivers of their 
generation.

The advice was given at 
the 2023 Youth Leadership 
Impact Summit Closing/
Award Ceremony held 
in Abuja at the weekend 
by a Non-Governmental 
Organisation, NGO, Youth 
Initiative for Leadership 
and Rural Development, 
YILARD, in conjunction 
with the National Youth 
Council of Nigeria and 
Compassionate Lifeline 
Foundation, with the theme: 
‘Leadership Creativity and 
Innovation: Job Creation 
and Digital Skills.’

Director-General of the 
Bureau of Public Reforms, 
Arabi Dasuki, who chaired 
the occasion, stressed 
that the responsibility of 
leadership and social service 
delivery rest on all cadres of 
people, especially the youths 
who own tomorrow.

Thanking the organisers 
for choosing a wonderful 
theme for the event, Dasuki 
noted that updating the 
application of modern 
technology is the way out 
in seeking solutions to the 
challenges of a modern 
society.

“COVID-19 came to 
show us that there will 
be more changes and 
disruptions, and these 
disruptions will not come 
with announcement. We 
were able to work our ways 
through COVID-19 with the 
help of God and technology.

“A lot of innovations 
are coming up in terms of 
technology, to see how we 
can use it to improve the 
quality of life. No matter 
how much we try as a nation 
to get the best hardware into 
the country, if we don’t have 
the skills to operate them, 
then it is useless, so the 
challenge is on all of us not 
only the youths,” he said.

In his welcome speech, 
the National Chairman, 
YILARD, James Ugochukwu 
said it is a project that will 
encourage the young ones to 
chart their way to greatness 
in life while contributing to 
the overall development of 
the society by embracing 
creativity, innovation and IT.

Highpoint of the event 
was the presentation of 
merit awards to Nigerians 
who have excelled in service 
to the nation in their various 
capacities.

Youths Tasked To 
Embrace Creativity, 
Innovation
FCTTwenty-six-year-old security 

guard, Mohammed Gimba 
was yesterday docked at Kado 
Grade I Area Court in Abuja 
for allegedly conspiring to 
steal 240 pieces of building 
blocks.

The police charged 
Mohammed, who works 
at Top Global Security 
Ltd, Abuja, with criminal 
conspiracy and theft.

The prosecution counsel, 
Mr Stanley Nwafoaku told 
the court that on January 7 at 
about 4pm, the complainant, 
Mr Francis Teteh of Piwoyi 
Airport road, Abuja, reported 
the matter at Life Camp 
Police Station.

Nwafoaku alleged that 
the complainant hired the 
services of the defendant to 
secure his block industry.

He alleged that the 
defendant and one Tijani 
stole 240 pieces of interlock 
building blocks and sold them 
for N15,000.

He alleged that during 
police investigation, Gimba 
confessed to the crime and all 
efforts made to arrest Tijani 
failed.

He told the court that 
the offence contravened the 
provisions of Sections 79 and 
289 of the Penal Code.

The defendant pleaded not 
guilty to the charge.

The defence counsel, Mr 
Charity Nwosu prayed the 
court to grant his client bail 
in the most liberal terms.

Nwosu made the 
application citing the Section 
36 of the 1999 constitution 
and Section 158 of the 
Administration of Criminal 
Justice Act, ACJA, 2015, 
promising that the defendant 
will not jump bail.

The prosecution counsel, 
however, did not object to 
the bail application made by 
the defense counsel.

The Judge, Malam 
Muhammed Wakili, admitted 
the defendant to bail in the 
sum of N200,000 and one 
surety in like sum.

Wakili ordered that the 
surety must provide a BVN 
print out, recent passport 
photograph and a valid 
identification card which 
must be verified by the court 
registrar.

The judge adjourned the 
matter until March 1 for 
hearing. (NAN)

Security Guard 
Docked For 
Stealing 240 Blocks

Rivers South: Court orders INEC To List 
Atteng As SDP Senatorial Candidate

Govt To Resolve Agila/Ngbo Hostilities Before Expiry Of Tenure - Ortom

Nigeria’s Vast Mineral Resources Yet To Be Harnessed -Wamakko

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT

Federal High Court in Abuja 
has ordered the Independent 
National Electoral 
Commission, INEC, to publish 
the name of Fred Atteng as the 
candidate of Social Democratic 
Party, SDP, for Rivers South-
East Senatorial District.

Justice Emeka Nwite in a 
judgement held that INEC’s 
refusal to accept Atteng’s 
name as sent to it by the party 
for substitution is contrary to 
the provisions of the Electoral 
Act, 2022.

FROM HENRY IBYA, MAKURDI

Modalities have been put 
in motion by Benue and 
Ebonyi State governments 
to resolve the long standing 
land disputes between the 
people of Eza in Ado Local 
Government Area of Benue 
State and Ngbo of Ebonyi 
State which had claimed 
many lives and caused the 
destruction of property 
worth millions of naira.

Governor Samuel 
Ortom, who made the 

Wamakko, who made the 
assertion at Gwadabawa 
during the governorship 
campaign of the All 
Progressives Congress, 
APC, yesterday, urged 
youths not to wait for 
government to solve their 
problems.

Justice Nwite noted that 
going by the provisions of 
Section 29 of the Electoral 
Act, a candidate can only be 
substituted either as a result 
of death or withdrawal from 
the poll.

The judge agreed with 
the plaintiffs that Gokana 
Geoffrey, having withdrawn 
his candidature and resigned 
his membership of the 
party, and the party having 
conducted another primary 
within 14 days of the action 
and monitored by INEC, the 
electoral commission ought 
to have recognised the new 

disclosure on Sunday while 
addressing the people of 
Eza at Holy Cross Catholic 
Church, Ogbolokula, 
which shares boundary 
with the people of Ngbo 
in Ebonyi State during 
the inauguration of the 
parish house, said his 
administration is planning 
to schedule a peace meeting 
between stakeholders 
during which the people 
would be properly educated 
on the need to live in 
harmony and end the 
lingering hostilities.

The governor disclosed 

“You are blessed with 
health, power and energy 
to assist the old ones 
who cannot contribute to 
the development of the 
country,” he said.

The former governor 
said considering the mass 
population of the state, 

candidate sent to it.
SDP and Atteng had 

dragged INEC to court in 
a suit marked FHC/ABJ/
CS/2205/2022.

In the amended originating 
summons dated December 14, 
2022 and filed on December 
15, 2022 by their team of 
lawyers, the plaintiffs sought 
a court declaration that by 
virtue of Sections 65(2) (b), 
106 (d), 177(c) and 187 (1) & 
(2) of the 1999 Constitution 
(as amended), INEC cannot 
recognise Geoffrey who had 
withdrawn his candidature 
and resigned his membership 

that he and his Ebonyi 
State counterpart, David 
Umahi, recently met and 
resolved to work together 
to end the crisis before 
leaving office.

He appealed to those 
that fled the community 
to return home, assuring 
that government would 
reinforce security in the 
troubled areas for their 
continued safety.

He also assured the 
people of Eza that 
arrangements are ongoing 
for the amendment of the 

development is imminent 
and the APC would provide 
materials to make the feat 
easier.

He asserted that as the 
Peoples Democratic Party, 
PDP, had failed the masses.

While unveiling his eight-
point agenda, the APC 

of the SDP as their candidate 
for Rivers South-East 
Senatorial District election.

Besides, they averred 
that the commission cannot 
refuse to accept the name 
of Mr Atteng submitted to 
it as the party’s candidate 
after a validly conducted and 
monitored primary.

They, therefore, sought 
an order, directing INEC 
to allow the party submit 
Atteng’s name as represented 
by it, following Geoffrey’s 
withdrawal from the race and 
his subsequent resignation 
from the party among others.

Benue State Chieftaincy 
Law to make provision for 
them to have a traditional 
ruler to protect and 
promote the cultural 
heritage of the people, as 
well as other demands.

Ortom, who 
acknowledged the absence 
of basic social amenities 
such as electricity, health 
facility and good road 
network in the area, 
donated N15 million for 
the building of a clinic and 
the rehabilitation of the 
only secondary school in 
the area.

gubernatorial candidate, 
Ahmad Sokoto challenged 
his PDP rival, Sa’idu 
Umar, to tell the people 
his contributions when he 
was Secretary to the State 
Government, SSG, and a 
commissioner in the State 
Executive Council.

RIVERS

BENUE

SOKOTO

The new Director-General, National Youth Service Corps NYSC  Brig.-Gen. Yusha’u Dogara  Ahmed and outgoing 
Acting DG Mrs Christy Uba on Monday in Abuja at the official handover of the baton of office. PHOTO: NAN

FROM IBRAHIM GORONYO, SOKOTO

Former governor of Sokoto 
State, Aliyu Wamakko said 
Nigeria is blessed with 
mineral resources that are 
yet to be harnessed.
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FCTA Arrests 47 Illegal PoS Operators

NSE Promises Voluntary Teaching Of Science, Technical Subjects In Public Schools

from indiscriminate activities, 
especially on the streets and 
non-commercial areas, saying 
it would no longer condone 
such practices.

It disclosed that the decision 
was based on intelligence 
reports and complaints by 
residents about the presence 
of strange people in some 
neighbourhoods pretending 
to be PoS operators.

Senior Special Assistant 
to the FCT Minister on 
Monitoring, Inspection and 
Enforcement, Ikharo Attah, 
who addressed the violators 
at the premises of Abuja 
Environmental Protection 
Board, AEPB, at Area 3, said 
the minister had no plan to 
stop PoS business, but he is 
concerned about the security 
issues surrounding it.

Attah stated that those 
arrested might face a mobile 
court as they had violated 
environmental laws by 
operating their business in 
unapproved places.

He explained that 
PoS business was not 
illegal, but operating 
outside commercial zones 
indiscriminately and on the 
streets is an offence.

State Chairman of the 
Society, Engr Abubakar 
Jumare disclosed this at 
the weekend during his 
inaugural speech.

According to him, NSE 
in its quest to impact 
positively on communities 
will embark on career 
guidance and motivational 

visits to secondary and 
tertiary institutions.

Jumare explained that 
he will vigorously pursue 
the completion of NSE’s 
secretariat initiated by 
previous administrations.

He added that his 
leadership would collaborate 
with government and 

private organisations in the 
area of community services.

The new chairman, who 
explained that leadership 
tasks are enormous, 
sought the support and 
cooperation of members 
to enable the new excos 
achieve their outlined 
programmes.

FROM IKHILI EBALU, BENIN CITY

Presidential candidate 
of the All Progressives 
Congress, APC, Bola 
Tinubu on Sunday took 
his campaign to Benin 
City where he held a town 
hall meeting with political 
leaders and professionals 
from various sectors.

At the palace of the 
Oba of Benin, Ewuare 
II, Tinubu commended 
President Muhammadu 
Buhari for agreeing to the 
extension of the deadline 
for the swapping of the 
redesigned naira notes.

He said appeals for the 
extension contributed 
to his late arrival for the 
meeting, adding that 
he would fight for the 
restitution of the artefacts 
taken away from the city.

He added that part of 
his programmes if elected 
is to explore the rich 
mineral resources in Edo 
State, particularly gas to 
be exported to Europe.

“My coming late is not 
intentional, it is because 
of national politics, some 
of our cousins, our wives 
selling garden eggs, 
carrots, roasted corn, they 
need money and they need 
naira. If naira is cancelled 
the way it is and we fail to 
intervene, we have failed 
in our duties. We have 
been on this for three to 
four days and today, the 
president said out of great 
respect he will consider 
our request for extension 
and we were happy. I was 
running back and forth 
on this and calling him so 
that is what we have been 
doing, hopefully, even 
though we did not get all 
that we wanted, we got an 
extension by a number of 
days.

“You have been a great 
ruler, you spoke your mind 
about the unemployment 
of youths, Your Majesty, 
count on me, we will 
be able to achieve great 
employment for our 
youths.

“You talked about 
the education of our 
children; it is in our work 
plan and I can tell you as 
I am standing here that 
the programme is there, 
education reforms will 
happen. We will establish 
students loans and we 
will minimise the interest 
rate. We will stagger 
their payments and give 
parents relief, they don’t 
have to be slaves to the 
circumstances,” Tinubu 
said.

New Naira 
Notes: Tinubu 
Commends Buhari 
For Extension Of 
Deadline

Climate Prediction: NEMA DG Urges 
Stakeholders To Brace Up Against Flood
BY BLESSING OTOBONG-GABRIEL

Director-General of National 
Emergency Management 
Agency, NEMA, Mustapha 
Ahmed has advised 
stakeholders to prepare to 
mitigate flood this year.

Ahmed gave the advice 
against the backdrop of 
the 2023 Seasonal Climate 
Prediction released last week 
by the Nigerian Meteorological 
Agency, NIMET, which 
indicated that there would be 
normal to above normal rainfall 
in some states.

The director-general, who 
spoke in Abuja at the weekend 
with the hindsight of last 
year’s flood that devastated 
many communities, said 

it is imperative for state 
governments to support their 
own emergency management 
agencies to be operationally 
ready and also establish local 
emergency committees for 
grassroots participation in 
disaster management.

Addressing participants at 
the end of the International 
Disaster Management 
Executive Seminar for Nigerian 
Emergency Management 
Stakeholders organised by 
NEMA with facilitators from 
Bournemouth University 
Disaster Management Centre, 
BUDMC, Ahmed said the 
agency had begun preparations 
as evidenced in the capacity 
training seminar.

“This year, I expect 
stakeholders including state 
governments to ensure early 
preparation and to match words 
with action,” he said.

While commending the 
course participants and 
resource persons for a robust 
engagement, he advised heads 
of SEMA that participated at 
the seminar to cascade the 
knowledge gained to their 
various states.

The director-general said 
the seminar was conceived to 
improve the capacity of disaster 
managers and specifically 
packaged to address the 
common challenges in Nigeria 
with world class ideas.

A team member from 

BUDMC, Professor Lee Miles, 
who spoke on behalf of the 
facilitators, said the five-day 
intense engagement covered 
very important and practical 
areas of disaster management 
that would benefit the nation. 

Speaking on behalf of the 
participants, the Chairman 
of Bayelsa State Emergency 
Management Agency, Walaman 
Igrubia appreciated the NEMA 
boss for the foresight in 
organising the seminar.

He said the lessons learnt 
would assist states in their 
preparation and response to 
disasters and urged NEMA 
to sustain the capacity 
development programme for 
SEMAs. 

FCT
DELTA

BY BLESSING OTOBONG-GABRIEL

Ministry of Humanitarian 
Affairs, Disaster 
Management and Social 
Development was thrown 
into mourning on Sunday, 
following the death of its 
only female director, Mrs 
Nkechi Onwukwe at the age 
of 56.

Onwukwe’s death was 
announced in a statement 
by the Special Assistant 
on Media, Nneka Ikem 
Anibeze, which said the 
minister, Sadiya Umar 
Farouq expressed shock at 
her sudden demise when she 
paid a condolence visit to the 
family in Kado, Abuja, at the 
weekend.

The minister, who 
was represented by the 
Permanent Secretary, Dr 
Nasir Sani-Gwarzo, led the 
management staff of the 
ministry to commiserate 
with the family.

Farouq stated that the 
untimely and unforeseen 
death was a rude shock 
having held a management 
meeting with the deceased 
on Thursday.

“Indeed, we received the 
sad news with great shock. 
This is somebody who is 
our family member and we 
always pride ourselves in the 
ministry that we work as a 
family.

“Madam Nkechi 
Onwukwe was a strong 
family member and will 
remain a family member 
even in absentia. Her death 
has touched all of us. She 
was a very nice and amiable 
person. We enjoyed our 
working relationship with 
her and with all the good 
memories she left behind, 
we will continue to celebrate 
her.

“On behalf of all of 
us in the Ministry of 
Humanitarian Affairs, 
Disaster Management and 
Social Development, we 
condole with the Onwukwe 
family and we pray that God 
will console and provide for 
the family she left behind,” 
she said.

In his remarks, the 
National Coordinator, 
National Social Investment 
Programme, Dr Umar Bindir 
described the late director 
as a natural civil servant 
who went about her work 
diligently.

“She was a professional 
who worked so hard and 
diligently without crossing 
anybody’s path. I hope you, 
the children of the late Mrs 
Onwukwe, will imbibe the 
character of your mother. 
She will be sorely missed,” 
Bindir said.

Humanitarian 
Affairs Ministry 
Loses Special 
Needs Director

FCT

KADUNA

 From left: Permanent Secretary, Federal Ministry of Information and Culture, Lydia Jafiya; Minister of Information and Culture, 
Alhaji Lai Mohammed; FCT Minister, Malam Mohammed Bello; Minister of State for Federal Capital Territory, Dr Ramatu 
Aliyu and Permanent Secretary Federal Capital Territory, Mr Olusade Adesola, during the Twentieth PMB Administration 
Scorecard Series in Abuja, yesterday. PHOTO: NAN

BY ISMAILA JIMOH, ABUJA

Federal Capital Territory 
Administration, FCTA, has 
arrested no fewer than 47 
Point of Sale, POS, agents for 
conducting their business in 
unapproved places.

The administration had 
warned operators to desist 

FROM RAHILA ABDULLAHI, KADUNA

Nigerian Society of 
Engineers, NSE, has 
promised to voluntarily 
teach science and technical 
subjects in public secondary 
schools in Kaduna State.

The newly inaugurated 
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BY DEBORAH MUSA, ABUJA

National Human Rights 
Commission, NHRC, 
yesterday, decried the 
alleged bombing of over 
40 herdsmen in Doma 
Local Government Area of 
Nasarawa State, describing 
the incident as highly 
regrettable.

Reacting to media reports 
that the Nigerian Air Force, 
NAF, erroneously bombed 
a civilian settlement that 
was mostly occupied by 
herdsmen, Executive 
Secretary of NHRC, Chief 
Tony Ojukwu (SAN), in 
a statement signed by 
the Deputy Director of 
Public Affairs, Fatimah 
Mohammed, urged the 
federal government to 
not only compensate the 
victims, but to also hold the 
erring officers accountable 
in order to forestall further 
occurrence.

He said it is unfortunate 
that the lives of 40 citizens 
were cut short in such a 
painful and sad manner.

“The commission is 
seriously worried about 
the incident as Nigeria 
cannot afford such costly 
mistakes that usually take 
the lives of many innocent 
civilians because it adds to 
the number of extrajudicial 
killings in the country.

“While we urge the 
federal government and the 
military to ensure justice 
and compensation to the 
families of the victims, 
NHRC will, in line with 
its mandate, monitor the 
development and seek the 
protection of the rights 
of victims, as well as the 
payment of compensation 
for the lives and properties 
lost as a result of the 
unfortunate incident,” the 
NHRC boss added.

He appealed to the 
affected communities, 
particularly in Nasarawa 
State where the incident 
occurred, to remain calm, 
peaceful and not take the 
law into their own hands to 
avoid further escalation of 
the crisis.

In a related development, 
the commission expressed 
concern over the spate 
of killings in the South-
East where it noted that 
rampaging gunmen had 
been killing innocent 
citizens with reckless 
abandon.

“We are calling on various 
security agencies and well-
meaning individuals and 
groups in the South-East to 
appeal to aggrieved persons 
and armed groups to lay 
down their arms and allow 
the zone return to its former 
peaceful status and embrace 
dialogue and forgiveness,” 
the commission said.

NHRC Condoles 
Herdsmen Over 
Bombing In Nasarawa

BY ABAH ADAH, ABUJA

Stakeholders have affirmed 
their commitment to work 
together with the National 
Cashew Association of Nigeria, 
NCAN, with a view to improving 
cashew output and other 
products.

Speaking at the flag-off of 
Nigerian National Cashew Day 
and stakeholders meeting on 
Developing National Cashew 
Policy held  January 24 and 25 
in Benin City, Edo State, with 
the theme, ‘Industrialising the 
Nigerian Cashew Sector through 
Inclusive Policies,’ stakeholders 
regretted that the output of the 
crop is far below the potentials 
of Nigeria, describing it as 
unacceptable.

A statement signed by 
NCAN’s Public Relations 
Officer, Wordshot Ugwele, 
on the outcome of the event, 
recommended that the process 
of developing the national 
cashew policy starts afresh 
as previous efforts were not 
consultative enough, even 
as the association urged the 
federal government to disband 
the cashew policy committee 
earlier constituted.

It indicated that “the level 
of cashew processing is too low 
in Nigeria (and other African 
countries). The need to ramp-
up processing has become a 
necessity as the prospects for 
RCN export trade is not looking 
good because Vietnam and India 
are slowing down their purchase 
of RCN from Africa. There may 
be glut in the RCN market if the 
export window crashes and local 
processing capacity remains at 
10 percent of RCN’s production 
or less.

“To stimulate cashew 
processing and general growth 
of the sector, there is the need 
to massively invest in cashew 
clusters (i.e industrial estates/
parks/hubs) and warehousing 
facilities (i.e aggregation/
collection centres); develop 
a digital database and map 
of stakeholders for ease of 
doing business; develop 
contract between producers 
and processors/off-takers and 
encourage local consumption of 
cashew kernel/other products’’.

In his opening address, the 
president of NCAN stated 
that the association (under 
his watch) will promote these 
activities as part of its strategic 
focus.

“Currently, the Nigerian 
cashew sector is regarded 
as lightly regulated. While 
activities should be driven 
by market information and 
trends, Nigeria should not 
allow market forces to play out 
without restraint. That is why it 
is important to put well thought 
policies in place. Nigeria should 
be looking at Vietnam and Cote 
d’Ivoire as role models and 
inspiration on how to grow 
the cashew sector and also as 
competitors in cashew trade.

Stakeholders 
Vow To Improve 
Cashew Output

TSN Attacks CNPP Over Comment On NNPCL

New DG Unveils 5-Point Agenda For NYSC Advancement

BY CALEB ISHAYA

Tinubu Shettima Network, 
TSN, has attacked the 
Conference of Nigeria Political 
Parties, CNPP, for calling on 
President Muhammadu Buhari 
to purge the National Nigerian 
Petroleum Company Limited, 
NNPCL, of alleged corrupt 
management team.

According to the National 
Coordinator, TSN, Kailani 
Muhammad, CNPP’s comment 
on NNPCL is a “cheap 
blackmail.”

Muhammad noted that the 
major issue of fuel scarcity and 
failure to meet up with OPEC’s 
quota advanced by CNPP in 
a recent press statement is a 
clear attempt to “give a dog a 
bad name in order to hang it.”

“We expected CNPP to blame 
the OPEC quota on oil thieves 
and the recent fuel scarcity 
on marketers rather than 

NNPCL. Is it NNPC staff that 
are stealing oil? It is a cartel 
and security agencies and 
politicians are involved and this 
has been happening since 1983 
in this country?” Muhammad 
asked.

The group coordinator, who 
lauded President Buhari for 
setting up a 14-man steering 
committee to find lasting 
solutions to the problems 
surrounding the supply and 
distribution chain of petroleum 
products in the country, 
said “I don’t think there is 
any corruption in the newly 
incorporated NNPCL, because 
since the repositioning, nobody 
or leader can deep hands into 
NNPC’s coffers to steal money. 
There are laws guiding the 
company now unlike before 
when a president can just write 
and siphon money.’’

Muhammad, who was 
reacting to a recent statement 

signed by CNPP’s Secretary-
General, Chief Willy Ezugwu, 
explained that “it beats our 
imagination for a group 
to condemn the current 
management that has been 
doing a lot, especially the Group 
Managing Director, Mele 
Kyari, who works round-the-
clock to ensure that optimum 
operations are guaranteed.

In a press statement 
signed and made available 
to journalists, Muhammad, 
who was the National 
Coordinator of Muhammadu 
Buhari Votes Guard before it 
metamorphosed into Tinubu/
Shettima Network, posited 
that “these so called comrades 
of CNPP and their allies have 
no reason to accuse NNPC of 
corruption.

“It is disheartening that they 
don’t even have the figures 
to back up their allegations 
of corruption against the 

management.
“We expect members of 

CNPP to know that under the 
previous government, NNPC 
was more of a cash cow for years 
than a national oil company 
until President Buhari’s 
government repositioned it.

“NNPC is now an 
independent company which 
was established by CAMA.

“As an independent 
company, it needs to generate 
money for Nigeria for proper 
investment and open up the 
system for individuals willing 
to invest in the oil sector to do 
so with ease.

“Today, NNPCL can pay taxes 
and royalty to government 
which it has been doing. If 
CNPP and its allies don’t have 
anything to do, they should 
shut up and support this 
government to ensure that 
the dividends of democracy are 
delivered to the people.”

BY JOEL AJAYI

Newly appointed Director-
General of the National 
Youth Service Corps, NYSC, 
Brigadier-General Dogara 
Ahmed, yesterday, listed a 
five-point agenda that will 
propel the scheme to greater 
heights.

Ahmed unveiled the 
agenda when he took over 
as the 22nd director-general 
of NYSC in Abuja.

He said he would channel 
his energy and resources 
towards the growth and 
development of NYSC.

The policy thrust that will 
drive the administration 
include improved  security, 
welfare of corps members 
and staff to engender 
optimal service delivery 

to the nation; provide an 
enabling environment for 
research and development 
for the advancement of the 
scheme.

Others include 
s t r e n g t h e n i n g 
stakeholders engagement 
for the promotion of the 
frontiers of the scheme; 
enhancement of capacity 
building to stimulate 
efficiency and higher 
corporate performance 
and deepening the impact 
of the Skills Acquisition 
and Entrepreneurship 
Development, SAED, 
programme.

According to him, 
“I am taking over the 
administration of NYSC at a 
very unique time in history 

as the scheme will be 50 
years old in a few months 
to come.

“On this note, let 
me specially commend 
the acting director-
general, current and past 
management for all the 
successes recorded by 
the scheme in its years 
of existence, despite the 
numerous challenges in the 
operating environment.

“This administration will 
be open and pay special 
attention to strategies 
that will bring the desired 
improvement in the general 
operations of the scheme.”

He, however, assured 
the general public that 
NYSC will always make the 
country proud.

Born in Katarko, Kaduna 
State, the new NYSC boss 
obtained a Bachelor of 
Arts degree in Education 
(History) from Ahmadu 
Bello University, Zaria.

He started his career at 
Nigerian Army Education 
Corps as a Lieutenant 
on July 5, 1997 and held 
several positions.

In her remark, the 
outgone Acting Director-
General, Mrs Christy 
Uba thanked President 
Muhammadu Buhari, 
minister and the Ministry 
of Youth and Sports, NYSC 
National Governing Board 
and other stakeholders for 
giving her the opportunity 
to serve as acting director-
general of the scheme.

Wife of Mogaji Sunkunmole family of Popoyemoja, Ibadan, Mrs Olamide Lawal; Mogaji Sunkunmole; Chief Olusegun 
Lawal and his mother, former Director of Finance, News Agency of Nigeria, NAN;  Alhaja Khadijat Lawal, during 
the installation of Olusegun as the Mogaji Sunkunmole family, Popoyemoja,  Ibadan , yesterday. PHOTO: NAN
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BY CYRIL OGAR, ABUJA AND IKHILI EBALU, BENIN CITY 

Lingering fuel scarcity has compounded the 
woes of millions of Nigerians struggling to 
survive the inflationary period as prices of 
items have continued to make a rapid climb.

A litre of petrol in Lagos sells for as high 
as N350-N400 from N175 two months ago, 
choking cash-strapped Nigerians who are 
already grappling with high prices of goods 
and services.

The increase in fuel price has added to the 
cost of living of Nigerians which surged to a 
17-year high of 21.09%.

Fuel scarcity has worsened across Nigeria 
despite repeated assurances from the 
government that the crisis would soon be 
over.

Queues have persisted in Abuja, Lagos and 
several other cities as people scrambled to 
get petrol for their cars and their electricity 
generators at a time of rising temperatures.

The crisis, which has lingered for months in 
Abuja, for several other Cities have continued 
despite the FG saying it, has sufficient stock 
of petroleum products for distribution across 
the country.

AljazirahNigeria market survey showed 
while stations belonging to the Major Oil 
Marketers Association of Nigeria were selling 
products at around N190 per litre, stations 
belonging to members of the Independent 
Petroleum Marketers Association of Nigeria 
jerked up prices to between N400 and N450 
per litre.

National Controller, Operations, IPMAN, 
Mike Osatuyi, told our correspondent that 
the price was unlikely to hit N500 per litre. 
According to him, his members now buy 
products at N280/litre at depots.

President Buhari had last week set up a 14-
man committee that he would be heading to 
proffer solutions to the lingering fuel scarcity. 
Osatuyi disclosed that the committee would 
be inaugurated this week.

According to him, NNPC is subsidising their 
pockets and not Nigerians. The subsidy they 
claim is in their pockets”, he said.

Osatuyi alleged that the state oil firm had 
started to avoid talks with oil marketers, and 
had since abandoned them to their fate.

According to him, NNPCL had failed 
Nigerians as the firm was completely void of 
solution to the scarcity, adding that the new 
Managing Director of the NNPCL Retail, 
Hubbs Stockman had not agreed to meet 
with them recently to proffer a solution to 
the petrol crisis.

He claimed the President would not have 
set up a steering committee if the Nigerian 
National Petroleum Company Limited had 
not failed in its responsibility to address the 
fuel scarcity.

“There is currently confusion in the 
downstream sector because the NNPCL has 

not been able to address the scarcity.
Fuel scarcity has been lingering since the 

last quarter of last year, with price moving 
from N165 to over N300 per litre.

Residents and motorists in the Federal 
Capital Territory, FCT, and its environs have 
continued to lament the hardship being 
experienced as scarcity of Premium Motor 
Spirit ,PMS, known as petrol worsened.

At the weekend, long queues of vehicles 
were seen at all the stations that have the 
petroleum product in the city.

Those that have the product were 
dispensing at N195 per litre while the NNPC 
Limited retail stations were dispensing N194 
per litre.

A good number of the filling stations were 
seen without having the product.

In the City Centre, NNPC Limited Mega 
station by Church Gate and NNPC Limited 
retail station at Zone 1, Wuse had long queues 
of vehicles.

Conoil and TotalEnergies filling stations, 
opposite NNPC Limited Towers also had long 
queues of vehicles.

The situation is also the worst along 
Nyanya-Keffi highway, as many filling stations 
did not have petroleum products, while along 
Lugbe, Airport road and queues were seen at 
Danmana, NIPCO, Shafa and AA Rano filling 
stations.

Many motorists expressed dissatisfaction 
over the non availability of the product, 
adding that the situation was frustrating and 
demoralising as they normally stay over the 
next day to get fuel.

In the same vein, businesses, from small to 
big, are groaning as the rising prices of diesel 
and aviation fuel in Nigeria are taking a heavy 
toll on their operations.

The scarcity of petrol and the surge in 
diesel price, buoyed by the fallout of the 
Russia-Ukraine crisis, have increased the 
costs incurred by many businesses on self-
generation of electricity, which they rely 
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heavily on as power from the national grid 
remains unreliable.

The price of diesel has soared by almost 
170% in one year to N620-650 per litre from 
N220-N240 in March last year.

The price of aviation fuel has doubled and is 
affecting airlines and businesses that rely on 
the sector to move goods and deliver services. 
Passengers have suffered a rash of flight delays 
and cancellations as a result of the inability of 
airlines to get fuel.

In Edo, tension is high in Benin City 
following the various protests that rock the 
city centre of the state due to the hike in the 
petrol pump price.

The protesters barricaded various strategic 
places leading to the adjoining streets.

Noticeable among the protest groups are 
the Edo State Civil Society Organizations 
,EDOSCO, and the Faculty of Peace 
Organization ,FPO.

The protesters, who marched through the 
Sapele Road to the Ring Road, chanted various 
solidarity songs and warned the various 
store owners who opened their stores for 
businesses not to dare to open today or face 
dire consequences from them.

Speaking during the protest, former 
Coordinator General, EDOSCO, Comrade 
Omobude Agho, said the citizens of the 
country have been taken for granted and 
have been constantly meant to suffer untold 
hardship in the midst of plenty.

He said the recent hike in the petrol pump 
price is anti-people and Nigerians can no 
longer endure the present hardship.

Agho said the prices of things have gone 
up while the minimum wage has remained 
stagnated. Fuel has become N700 and 
minimum wage is N30,000. Bag of rice is 
over N50,000 and the minimum wage is still 
N30,000.

The ex-coordinator general of EDOSCO 
hinted that from the look of things in the 
country, it is now very obvious that the FG 
cannot provide the needed leadership the 
country requires, therefore, they should give 
room for those who can, to do so.

He maintained that the civil society 
organizations in the state will from this 
time henceforth take battle to those who are 
sabotaging the nation’s economy and causing 
untold hardship on the Nigerian citizens.

Reacting to the threat for traders not to 
open shops on Tuesday, the Police Public 
Relations Officer, SP Chidi Nwanbuzor said, 
the threat should be ignored by the public. 
People should go about their business as the 
command is in total control of the situation.

In order to check the menace of fuel crisis, 
the Edo State Governor, Mr. Godwin Obaseki, 
said it has set up a Monitoring Committee 
made up of actors in the private sector, civil 
society organisations and government, who 
will monitor the distribution and pricing of 
the product in order to ensure that shylock 
marketers do not take advantage of the 
situation to rip Edo citizens off.

Governor Obaseki in a statement signed 
by Crusoe Osagie the  Special Adviser to 
the Edo State Governor on Media , said the 
government acknowledges the plight of the 
Edo people who have had to endure grueling 
experiences accessing petroleum products as 
well as the exorbitant prices the product is 
sold for in the State in the last few days.

AljazirahNigeria correspondent who 
monitor petrol filling stations at the weekend, 
observed that long queues of vehicles 
distorted normalcy at the stations.

The filling stations sell the product at the 
exorbitant cost of N340 per litre while the 
Dutse NNPC mega station retail stations had 
been under lock and key since Jan. 8 following 
a fire outbreak. Most filling stations within 
the city have not been open for a long period 
of time.

Pump price hits N700 per litre
Protesters to begin sit-at-home in Edo

Situation taking toll on economic activities

Many motorists 
expressed 
dissatisfaction 
over the non 
availability of the 
product, adding 
that the situation 
was frustrating 
and demoralising 
as they normally 
stay over the next 
day to get fuel.

“



Foreign Minister Receives Commissioner-General Of UNRWA

Industrial sector is set to see a 
closer integration of its digital 
platforms and the development of 
new online products following an 
agreement between the Ministry 
of Industry and Mineral Resources 
and Digital Government Authority.

Under the deal, MIMR will 
provide advisory support regarding 
decisions and regulations related 
to digital transformation and 
digital government work in order 
to enable the ministry to activate 
all industrial sector services, 
according to the Saudi Press 
Agency.

Moreover, Digital Government 
Authority will also transfer 

knowledge and experience in the 
field of digital transformation, as 
we all offer help to implement and 
complete pending works.

The agreement was signed by the 
Undersecretary of MIMR for Digital 
Transformation, Muhammad 
bin Muhanna Al-Muhanna, and 
the Deputy Governor of the 
Digital Government Authority 
for Business and Digital 
Transformation, Yasser bin Faleh 
Al-Shammari.

Also present at the signing 
were the Minister of Industry 
and Mineral Resources, Bandar 
bin Ibrahim Al-Khorayef, and 
the Governor of the Digital 

Government Authority, Ahmed 
bin Muhammad Al-Soyan.

The new agreement will also back 
the digital transformation plan for 
the industrial sector by activating 
the concept of comprehensive 
government, developing the 
customer experience journey, and 
offering joint digital products that 
cater to the sector.

The new agreement is projected 
to contribute to improving the 
experience of beneficiaries and 
investors in the industrial sector 
as well as raise the efficiency of 
spending on digital businesses.

As worldwide business leaders 
integrate automation and 

digitalisation into their strategies, 
the Kingdom has been calling for 
local initiatives to drive digital 
transformation into its economy.

As the world adopted digital 
strategies after the pandemic 
saw a shift in how people 
interacted, Saudi Arabia worked 
to establish a framework for digital 
transformation in sectors including 
finance, commerce, logistics and 
information technology.

A three-phase action plan, the 
Smart Government Strategy which 
aims to create a new seamless 
government experience for 
beneficiaries by 2024, is now in its 
final stage.

Industrial Sector To Benefit From Ministry, Digital Govt’s Agreement

Foreign Minister Receives Commissioner-General Of UNRWA

Foreign Minister, Waleed bin 
Abdulkarim Al-Khuraiji received the 
Commissioner-General of the United 
Nations Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestine Refugees, Unrwa, Philip 
Lazzarini yesterday. 

The pair met at the ministry’s 
headquarters in Riyadh, state agency 
SPA reported.

During the meeting, Al-Kuraiji and 
Lazzarini discussed areas of cooperation 
and reviewed the Kingdom’s efforts in 
supporting the Palestinian people.

Also, the supervisor-general of King 
Salman Humanitarian Aid and Relief 
Center met with the commissioner-
general of the United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in 
the Near East in Riyadh on Sunday.

Dr. Abdullah Al-Rabeeah and 
Philippe Lazzarini discussed issues 
of common interest related to relief 
and humanitarian efforts and ways to 

enhance cooperation between KSrelief 
and UNRWA.

They also discussed UNRWA’s 
participation in the third Riyadh 
International Humanitarian Forum 
which will take place in February.

On Tuesday, UNRWA appealed for 
$1.6 billion in funding for schools, 
healthcare and aid in Gaza, the West 
Bank, Jordan, Syria and Lebanon, 
where most Palestinian refugees or 
their descendants from various Arab-
Israeli conflicts live.

In December, it was announced 
that the Palestinian education system 
should be protected from attempts to 
censor material being taught at schools.

This was the concern raised by some 
officials at the 32nd joint meeting of 
the UN Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestine Refugees and the Council of 
Educational Affairs of the Arab League 
in Cairo, the Saudi Press Agency 

reported. The gathering took place 
at the Arab League’s headquarters in 
Egypt’s capital.

Dr Tamer Anis, a representative of 
the Arab League Educational Cultural 
and Scientific Organisation, drew 
attention to Israel’s attempts to censor 
the Palestinian curriculum. He urged 
support for the Palestinian Ministry of 
Education.

It had been reported this year 
about attempts by Israel to impose 
a “sanitised” curriculum on East 
Jerusalem’s schools that includes 
the deletion of all photos of Al-Aqsa 
Mosque, the word Palestine and the 
Palestinian flag. Holy Qur’anic verses 
were also deleted on claims that they 
help strengthen Palestinian, Arab and 
Islamic identities.

At a meeting in Cairo, Saeed Abu Ali, 
the Arab League’s Assistant Secretary-
General for Palestine and the occupied 

Arab territories, said the gathering 
comes in the wake of the UNRWA’s 
ongoing financial crisis, which has had 
a direct impact on the services provided 
to Palestinian refugees.

Abu Ali stressed the need for the next 
UNRWA budget to reflect the growing 
needs of Palestinian refugees. He added 
that the Arab League would continue 
to keep communication channels open 
between the two organisations

Rawda Al-Hajj, representative of 
the Islamic Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization, said ISESCO 
continues to support several education 
projects in Palestine.

UNRWA’s Deputy Director of 
Education, Moritz Bilagher reiterated 
that the Palestinian refugee crisis was 
not solely the responsibility of Arab 
countries, but rather a global issue for 
which the international community 
must take responsibility.

About 112 leading local and top 
international cyclists representing 16 
teams are participating in the long-
awaited Saudi Tour that started today 
and ends on February 3.

The announcement was made at a 
press conference on Sunday in AlUla, 
in the presence of several riders and 
officials from the Ministry of Sports 
and Saudi Arabia Cycling Federation.

Present at the event was SACF’s 
spokesperson, Abdulaziz Al-Shahrani, 
spokesperson for Royal Commission 
for AlUla, Philip Jones, spokesperson 
for Amaury Sports Organisation, Gion 
Marino, Saudi national team cyclist, 
Hassan Al-Jumaa, Dutch cyclist, Dylan 
Groenewegen and German cyclist  
John Degenkolb.

“Saudi Arabia’s hosting of such 
sporting events increases the culture 
of practicing sports, especially since 
the mass base for cycling is large and 
growing,” said Al-Shahrani. He said this 
would serve as a massive boost for the 
sport domestically.

Jones said he was pleased to host 
the Saudi Tour for the second time 
in AlUla, which would consolidate 
the region’s spectacular growth of 
the past few years. He commended 
the partnership between AlUla 
Governorate, the Ministry of Sports, 
and the SACF.

“If you haven’t been to AlUla in 
the past year, you really haven’t been 
anywhere,” Jones told Arab News. “This 
destination has undergone significant 
change, and if you look around, you will 
find new hotels, restaurants, several 
new visitor assets, and we are adding a 
new district called Al-Jadida. Hosting 
an event like the Saudi Tour allows us to 
invite international media so they can 
witness the changes for themselves.”

Top Cyclists Begin 
Long-Awaited Saudi 
Tour 2023

news from saudi e-mail: aljazirahnigeria@gmail.com

www.facebook.com/aljazirahnewsng

@aljazirahnewsng

Like our facebook page

Follow us on twitter

Tuesday, January 31, 202310 www.aljazirahnews.com

 نيجيريا الجزير
 
ة

 

 نيجيريا الجزير
 
ة

 



Second recipient of Andrea Bocelli 
Foundation-Community Jameel 
Scholarship was awarded to Egyptian 
talent, Laura Mekhail in 2021, who 
enthralled a Jeddah audience with her 
stunning performance on Hayy Jameel 
stage on January 28.

Mekhail is the first Arab woman to 
receive the scholarship, as the inaugural 
recipient was French soprano, Clara 
Barbier Serrano.

The Arab soprano performed next to 
Italian pianist and composer, Daniele 
Ciminiello, who had coincidentally also 
performed with Serrano last year at the 
same venue.

During the show, Mekhail took 
her audience on a spectacular journey 
through the history of opera, covering 
classics by legendary composers such as 
Handel, Mozart and Puccini, followed 
by Arabic songs such as “Ana Albi 
Dalili” by Laila Mourad, and “Sahar El 
Layali” and “El Helwa Di” by Fairuz. 
She completed her performance with 
breathtaking renditions of English 
songs “I Could Have Danced All Night” 
and “Pure Imagination.”

In an exclusive interview after the 
performance, Mekhail said receiving 
the Bocelli-Jameel scholarship at the 
Royal College of Music was the most 
amazing experience she ever had.

“It is truly a dream come true to 
study at the Royal College of Music. It 
is now the top school in the world, and 
it’s not easy to get into. I cannot believe 
that I am one of the very few people 
who get to be there and receive this 
amazing education that will put me on 
different stages all around the world.”

The same performance also took 
place at the Kingdom’s cultural and 
historic destination, AlUla at the 
award-winning Maraya Concert Hall on 
January 27 where Mekhail performed 
next to Andrea Bocelli.

Egyptian Soprano, Bocelli-Jameel 
Recipient, Laura Mekhail Charm Jeddah

King Abdulaziz Foundation for 
Research and Archives is taking part 
in the 54th Cairo International Book 
Fair.

Darah pavilion boasts scientific, 
cultural, and intellectual publications 
to highlight the history, geography, 
and heritage of the Arabian 
Peninsula and Saudi Arabia.

The fair, which is being held at 
the Egypt International Exhibition 
Center, brings together more than 
1,000 publishers and visitors from 
about 50 countries, while in excess 
of 500 cultural events will be held on 
the sidelines of the showcase, which 
runs until February 6.

Abdulrahman Al-Beiz, who is 
in charge of Darah section, noted 
that the pavilion has some 85 titles 
on Shariah sciences, geography 
of Saudi Arabia and the Arabian 
Peninsula, Saudi-Egyptian relations, 
and publications that focus on the 
history of the Grand Mosque in 
Makkah.

He added that the pavilion also 
houses more recent works, as 
well as a collection of popular and 

prestigious publications, including 
an atlas of Makkah holy sites, in 
Arabic and English, along with books 
that tell the Kingdom’s history, and 
accounts of travelers’ tours in the 
Arabian Peninsula.

Al-Beiz also referred to the 
increasing demand for the Darah’s 
books, noting that some had been so 
popular they had sold out, reflecting 
an enthusiasm on the public’s part 
to learn more about the Kingdom’s 
history and culture.

He added that the Darah’s history 
center had produced about 22 
publications highlighting the Hijaz 
area, the Two Holy Mosques, and 
other places from the Kingdom’s 
history.

Meanwhile, the pavilion of Saudi 
Ministry of Islamic Affairs, Dawah 
and Guidance has noted the huge 
turnout of visitors at the fair.

The Kingdom’s pavilion, which 
aims to showcase Saudi Arabia’s 
care for Muslims around the world, 
has been praised by those visiting 
it, who have also expressed their 
appreciation for the country’s efforts 

in spreading moderate Islam and 
promoting a culture of tolerance and 
coexistence.

Last October, Saudi Arabia signed 
a number of deals with international 
publishing houses to nurture literary 
culture in the Kingdom and promote 
Saudi works worldwide.

The agreements were signed on 
the sidelines of the 2022 Riyadh 
International Book Fair.

CEO of King Abdulaziz Foundation 
for Research and Archives, Darah, 
Turki Al-Showair signed the deals 
with several printing, publishing 
and distribution agencies to expand 
the reach of the foundation’s 
publications.

Darah signed three agreements 
with Netherlands-based Koninklijke 
Brill, KB, an international academic 
publishing house established in 
1683.

They were signed by KB senior 
publishing director, Dr. Moritz H. 
Van den Bogert and Al-Showair, in 
the presence of Darah Secretary-
General Dr. Fahad Al-Samari.

Darah Pavilion Showcases Kingdom’s History, Heritage

Saudi Arabia’s Foreign Ministry launched on Monday an electronic service that will allow passengers stopping over in the Kingdom to obtain an entry visa

She described the thrill of singing 
with the legendary talent.

“I felt so comfortable. I thought I 
would be scared or shaky, but he made 
me feel like it was going to be fine. He 
encourages and believes in young talent. 
So, it felt amazing to sing next to him.”

Mekhail discovered her passion for 
singing during her childhood when she 
was part of a church choir in Cairo. She 
has performed at the Cairo Opera 
House, and the influences on her 
singing include many Arab musicians, 

along with Bach and Rossini.
She studied music performance 

at West Virginia Wesleyan College 
in the US, where she was a member 
of an a cappella choir and worked 
closely with Dan Hughes, the director 
of Choral Activities, whom she credits 
for heavily influencing her vocal 
development.

After graduation, Mekhail taught 
singing at Chesterbrook Academy for 
six years before deciding to pursue a 
career as a professional soloist.

Mekhail’s performance at the Hayy 
Jameel stage is the latest development 
in the rising star’s professional musical 
career.

The seating arena was fully packed, 
including the theater balconies. Music 
enthusiasts from elders to teenagers 
cheered “Bravo!” after every aria and 
song.

Mekhail noted that the 
heartwarming response from her 
Saudi audience energized her to keep 
singing.

Education and Training Evaluation 
Commission, represented by the 
National Center for Academic 
Accreditation and Evaluation, or 
Etimad, took part in the Council for 
Higher Education Accreditation’s 
annual conference in Washington, 
D.C.

The event was titled “Maintaining 
and improving quality assurance: 
today and tomorrow” and took 
place from January 23-26. It was 
attended by about 350 experts from 
56 countries.

CHEA is a US-based non-profit 
organisation focused on elevating the 
quality and standards of accreditation 
in higher education.

Bandar Al-Khayyal, director-general 
of programme accreditation at Etimad, 
said: “Harmonisation with the labor 
market in the ‘Jahiziya’ project that 
the commission is working on aims to 
raise the readiness of higher education 
graduates for the labour market.”

The Jahiziye programme will help 
prepare university graduates to join 
the labour market while enhancing 
compatibility between programme 
outputs and job market requirements.

“This will help raise employment 
indicators for university graduates 
and reduce unemployment rates,” Al-
Khayyal said.

He added that this will be 
accomplished by working on 
specialised academic standards that 
will represent the learning outcomes 
for each field in cooperation with the 
relevant agencies. 

This will motivate universities to 
develop their study plans periodically 
along with output evaluation 
processes, Al-Khayyal said.

Consultative meetings were also 
held on the sidelines of the conference 
with a number of international and 
regional accreditation bodies to 
discuss cooperation between quality 
experts and ETEC teams.

KSA Attends Accreditation 
Conference In US
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Algeria 2023: Nigeria, 11 Others To Know 
Group Phase Foes On Wednesday

Everton Name Former Burnley Boss Dyche As New Manager

JOEL AJAYI

The international friendly match between 
Nigeria and Zambia at the U-20 boys’ 
level will now be held at the Moshood 
Abiola National Stadium, Abuja on 
Saturday, February 4.

Initially, both countries’ football-
governing bodies had agreed on a 
two-match tour for January 27 and 30 
respectively. However, issues of logistics 
and the compunction on the Young 
Chipolopolo to process their entry visas 
into Egypt for the forthcoming Africa 
U-20 Cup of Nations before leaving 
Zambia forced a postponement.

Zambia’s U-20 delegation is still in 
Lusaka and will now only be able to play 
one match against the Flying Eagles, 
before proceeding to Dakar for a game 
against Senegal on Tuesday next week.

Both Nigeria and Zambia will face a 
country from the other’s region in Egypt, 
with Nigeria drawn against Mozambique 
,alongside host nation Egypt and Senegal, 
in Group A, while Zambia will face Benin 
Republic ,alongside Tunisia and The 
Gambia, in Group C. Uganda, Central 
African Republic, South Sudan and 
Congo make up Group B.

 Seven-time African champions Nigeria 
will fly to Morocco on Wednesday next 
week for their final round of preparations. 
Coach Isah Ladan Bosso’s wards have 
been in flaming form in recent weeks, 
lashing a slew of teams in friendly games.

 Bosso’s wards were worthy champions 
of the WAFU B U-20 Championship in 
Niamey, Niger Republic in May 2022, 
winning all their five matches in the 
competition.   

The 2023 Annual General Assembly 
,AGA, of Nigeria National League, the 
country’s most important league, will 
be held in Abuja, the nation’s capital 
on Friday, February 3, 2023.

The AGA, an annual precursor to 
usher in the 2022/2023 new season, 
will be preceded this time by a special 
retreat the same day.

The retreat will hold by 9:am, with 
the AGA taking place as from 3:pm

Invited club representatives are 
expected to arrive Thursday, February 
2 and will depart Saturday Feb.4.

The NNL AGA in its 8th edition and 
retreat will offer both management of 
NNL and clubs the chance to rob minds 
on the road map for the new season.

Flying Eagles, 
Young Chipolopolo 
Now To Play On 
Saturday

NNL 2022/23: Nigeria 
National League To 
Hold AGA In Abuja

sports news
Tuesday, January 31, 2023 Tuesday, January 31, 2023
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Real Madrid Faces Bitter Rival FC Barcelona 
In Copa del Rey Semi-Finals
Real Madrid will face bitter rival FC Barcelona 
in the Copa del Rey semi-finals after the draw 
was made at the Spanish FA’s headquarters 
on Monday.

Osasuna will clash with Athletic Bilbao in 
the other semi-final fixture.

The matches take place on four different 
dates in February, March and April with the 
Spanish FA having a schedule headache.

Real Madrid is playing in the FIFA Club 
World Cup which begins on Wednesday and 
ends on Feb. 11, and then two legs of the 
Champions League last 16.

Real Madrid and Barca meet in the first leg 
at Camp Nou on March 1 and play the second 
leg at Santiago Bernabeu on April 4 or April 5.

…Osasuna to play Athletic Bilbao Feb. 8, 
March 1.

The semi-final represents a chance for 
LaLiga and European champions Real Madrid 
to get revenge for their 3-1 loss two weeks 
ago in the Spanish Super Cup against FC 
Barcelona.

Barca is currently the league leaders after 
they moved on to 47 points with their 1-0 win 
at Girona on Saturday.

Real Madrid is second, five points behind.

Flamingos To Be 
Honoured As Leadership’s 
Sportsperson Of The Year

JOEL AJAYI

World Cup bronze medallists, Flamingos 
have been named the Sportsperson of 
the Year 2022 by Leadership Newspapers 
Group Limited.

The honour will be bestowed on 
Nigeria’s U-17 Girls at the 2022 
Leadership Annual Conference and 
Awards scheduled for the Abuja 
International Conference Centre on 
Tuesday, January 31, 2023.

In its notice of the Flamingos’ 
selection after a diligent process by 
the Awards’ Nomination and Selection 
Committee, the newspaper company 
wrote: “Amid several nominees with 
excellent credentials, you have been 
selected for this prestigious award for 
winning Nigeria’s first-ever medal at 
the FIFA U-17 Women’s World Cup, 
the second African team to achieve the 
feat after Ghana in 2012…the selection 
board found the team most qualified as 
the LEADERSHIP Sportsperson of the 
Year 2022”.

It can be recalled that the Flamingos 
arrived in India for last year’s FIFA U-17 
Women’s World Cup having chalked 
up 15 goals in six African qualification 
matches, and having played in all 
previous editions of the tournament bar 
the 2018 finals in Uruguay.

In India, the Flamingos lost narrowly 
1-2 to Germany in their opening match, 
before hammering New Zealand 4-0 
and edging Chile 2-1 to reach the 
quarter-finals. In the quarter-finals, 
they defeated USA 4-3 on penalties after 
both teams ended regulation and extra 
time 1-1.

In the semi finals, Colombia proved 
too tough on penalties after a 0-0 
draw following regulation and extra 
time, and in the third-place match, 
the Nigerian girls outclassed Germany 
3-2 on penalties following a 3-3 draw. 
Incidentally, Germany were Ghana’s 
victims when Nigeria’s fierce West 
African rivals won Africa’s first medal 
(bronze) in the FIFA U-17 Women’s 
World Cup in Azerbaijan in 2012.

Chelsea Transfer 
News: Blues Bid 
£105.6m For 
Enzo Fernandez

Al-Nassr Confirms Major Ronaldo U-turn Despite Star’s Mega Contract
Cristiano Ronaldo could be set 
for a blockbuster return to Europe 
following a stunning revelation by 
Al-Nassr boss Rudi Garcia.

 The Manchester United and Real 
Madrid icon was expected to end his 
career in Saudi Arabia following his 
£170million per-year switch to the 
Middle East.

But Garcia might have let slip on 
Ronaldo’s actual plans in a move 
that could upset Al-Nassr chiefs. The 

Saudi outfit had been confident that 
the veteran attacker would see out his 
playing days in the country.

Ronaldo has signed a two-year 
contract to play for Al-Nassr and will 
be 40 by the time his deal expires. He 
insisted that his work in Europe was 
‘complete’ when he was unveiled to 
the fans of his new club.

But he could now return to the 
continent after an admission made by 
Garcia. The former Roma head coach 

said: “He is one of the best players in 
the world. He will not finish his career 
at Al-Nassr, he will return to Europe.”

It contradicts what Ronaldo said 
when he joined Al-Nassr. He told 
fans: “I am fortunate that I have 
won everything I set out to win in 
European football. I feel now that 
this is the right moment to share my 
experience in Asia”.

Ronaldo’s first few weeks at Al-
Nassr have not gone entirely to 

plan. The former Juventus star was 
forced to wait for his debut due to 
a registration issue and a one-match 
ban carried over from the Premier 
League.

The usually prolific 37-year-old 
has not scored in his opening two 
matches and was criticised by Garcia 
for missing a big chance in their last 
outing. Ronaldo squandered a huge 
opportunity as Al-Nassr was knocked 
out of the Saudi Super Cup.

Baseball is only a game, a game of inches 
and a lot of luck. During a time of all-
out war, sports are very insignificant. 
– Bob Feller

I’m pretty quiet. But I love to play sports. I like 
playing all sports. I’ll act goofy at times around 
my wife and my son, around my own family. I 
like to have fun in general. – Steve Blake

 JOEL AJAYI

The draw ceremony for this year’s Africa U-17 
Cup of Nations will be held on Wednesday at 
the Cercle Nationale d’Armee in Algiers, 
capital city of Algeria.

Five-time world champions Nigeria is one 
of the 12 countries whose names will go into 
the pot for the draw, as all participating teams 
get to know their group phase opponents for 
the tournament scheduled for  April 18 -30 in 

Africa’s largest nation.
All the 12 participating nations are now 

known: Algeria, Nigeria, Morocco, Senegal, 
Mali, Burkina Faso, Somalia, South Sudan, 
Zambia, South Africa, Cameroon and Congo.

The 12 teams will be drawn into three 
groups of four teams each, with the four top-
placed teams qualifying to represent Africa at 
this year’s FIFA U-20 World Cup finals taking 
place in Indonesia May 20 –  June 11.

Everton has named Sean Dyche as their 
new manager on a two-and-a-half-year 
contract until June 2025.

The Toffees sacked Frank Lampard last 
week with the club 19th in the Premier 
League and two points from safety.

Dyche, 51, had been out of work since he 
was dismissed by Burnley last April after 
almost 10 years at the Clarets.

He is Everton majority owner Farhad 
Moshiri’s seventh managerial appointment 

since buying into the club in February 
2016.

Dyche, whose first game in charge will 
be at home against league leaders Arsenal 
in the top flight on 4 February, said in a 
statement it was “an honour to become 
Everton manager”.

He added: “My staff and I are ready 
and eager to help get this great club back 
on track.

“I know about Everton’s passionate fan 

base and how precious this club is to them. 
We’re ready to work and ready to give 
them what they want.

“That starts with sweat on the shirt, 
effort and getting back to some of the basic 
principles of what Everton Football Club 
has stood for a long time.

“We want to bring back a good feeling. 
We need the fans, we need unity and we 
need everyone aligned. That starts with us 
as staff and players”.

Chelsea has bid 120m euros (£105.6m) 
for Benfica’s Argentina midfielder Enzo 
Fernandez in a move that would make him 
the British transfer record signing.

So far there is no indication whether 
the Blues’ offer, thought to include 
installments, will be accepted.

But if the deal goes through, it would 
eclipse the £100m Manchester City paid 
Aston Villa for Jack Grealish in 2021.

Fernandez was named young player of 
the tournament during Argentina’s World 
Cup triumph in Qatar.

Benfica have previously accused Chelsea 
of trying to unsettle the midfielder, with the 
Portuguese side’s manager Roger Schmidt 
declaring their pursuit “closed”.

However, it is not thought the Premier 
League club would have made a fresh 
offer without being given some indication 
it might be accepted.

Fernandez only joined Benfica from 
Argentinian side River Plate in August, 
for a reported £10m, and has scored four 
goals in 29 appearances for the Primeira 
Liga side.

He scored once during the World Cup, 
netting Argentina’s second goal in their 2-0 
group-stage win over Mexico.



Algeria 2023: Nigeria, 11 Others To Know 
Group Phase Foes On Wednesday

Everton Name Former Burnley Boss Dyche As New Manager

JOEL AJAYI

The international friendly match between 
Nigeria and Zambia at the U-20 boys’ 
level will now be held at the Moshood 
Abiola National Stadium, Abuja on 
Saturday, February 4.

Initially, both countries’ football-
governing bodies had agreed on a 
two-match tour for January 27 and 30 
respectively. However, issues of logistics 
and the compunction on the Young 
Chipolopolo to process their entry visas 
into Egypt for the forthcoming Africa 
U-20 Cup of Nations before leaving 
Zambia forced a postponement.

Zambia’s U-20 delegation is still in 
Lusaka and will now only be able to play 
one match against the Flying Eagles, 
before proceeding to Dakar for a game 
against Senegal on Tuesday next week.

Both Nigeria and Zambia will face a 
country from the other’s region in Egypt, 
with Nigeria drawn against Mozambique 
,alongside host nation Egypt and Senegal, 
in Group A, while Zambia will face Benin 
Republic ,alongside Tunisia and The 
Gambia, in Group C. Uganda, Central 
African Republic, South Sudan and 
Congo make up Group B.

 Seven-time African champions Nigeria 
will fly to Morocco on Wednesday next 
week for their final round of preparations. 
Coach Isah Ladan Bosso’s wards have 
been in flaming form in recent weeks, 
lashing a slew of teams in friendly games.

 Bosso’s wards were worthy champions 
of the WAFU B U-20 Championship in 
Niamey, Niger Republic in May 2022, 
winning all their five matches in the 
competition.   

The 2023 Annual General Assembly 
,AGA, of Nigeria National League, the 
country’s most important league, will 
be held in Abuja, the nation’s capital 
on Friday, February 3, 2023.

The AGA, an annual precursor to 
usher in the 2022/2023 new season, 
will be preceded this time by a special 
retreat the same day.

The retreat will hold by 9:am, with 
the AGA taking place as from 3:pm

Invited club representatives are 
expected to arrive Thursday, February 
2 and will depart Saturday Feb.4.

The NNL AGA in its 8th edition and 
retreat will offer both management of 
NNL and clubs the chance to rob minds 
on the road map for the new season.

Flying Eagles, 
Young Chipolopolo 
Now To Play On 
Saturday

NNL 2022/23: Nigeria 
National League To 
Hold AGA In Abuja
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Real Madrid Faces Bitter Rival FC Barcelona 
In Copa del Rey Semi-Finals
Real Madrid will face bitter rival FC Barcelona 
in the Copa del Rey semi-finals after the draw 
was made at the Spanish FA’s headquarters 
on Monday.

Osasuna will clash with Athletic Bilbao in 
the other semi-final fixture.

The matches take place on four different 
dates in February, March and April with the 
Spanish FA having a schedule headache.

Real Madrid is playing in the FIFA Club 
World Cup which begins on Wednesday and 
ends on Feb. 11, and then two legs of the 
Champions League last 16.

Real Madrid and Barca meet in the first leg 
at Camp Nou on March 1 and play the second 
leg at Santiago Bernabeu on April 4 or April 5.

…Osasuna to play Athletic Bilbao Feb. 8, 
March 1.

The semi-final represents a chance for 
LaLiga and European champions Real Madrid 
to get revenge for their 3-1 loss two weeks 
ago in the Spanish Super Cup against FC 
Barcelona.

Barca is currently the league leaders after 
they moved on to 47 points with their 1-0 win 
at Girona on Saturday.

Real Madrid is second, five points behind.

Flamingos To Be 
Honoured As Leadership’s 
Sportsperson Of The Year

JOEL AJAYI

World Cup bronze medallists, Flamingos 
have been named the Sportsperson of 
the Year 2022 by Leadership Newspapers 
Group Limited.

The honour will be bestowed on 
Nigeria’s U-17 Girls at the 2022 
Leadership Annual Conference and 
Awards scheduled for the Abuja 
International Conference Centre on 
Tuesday, January 31, 2023.

In its notice of the Flamingos’ 
selection after a diligent process by 
the Awards’ Nomination and Selection 
Committee, the newspaper company 
wrote: “Amid several nominees with 
excellent credentials, you have been 
selected for this prestigious award for 
winning Nigeria’s first-ever medal at 
the FIFA U-17 Women’s World Cup, 
the second African team to achieve the 
feat after Ghana in 2012…the selection 
board found the team most qualified as 
the LEADERSHIP Sportsperson of the 
Year 2022”.

It can be recalled that the Flamingos 
arrived in India for last year’s FIFA U-17 
Women’s World Cup having chalked 
up 15 goals in six African qualification 
matches, and having played in all 
previous editions of the tournament bar 
the 2018 finals in Uruguay.

In India, the Flamingos lost narrowly 
1-2 to Germany in their opening match, 
before hammering New Zealand 4-0 
and edging Chile 2-1 to reach the 
quarter-finals. In the quarter-finals, 
they defeated USA 4-3 on penalties after 
both teams ended regulation and extra 
time 1-1.

In the semi finals, Colombia proved 
too tough on penalties after a 0-0 
draw following regulation and extra 
time, and in the third-place match, 
the Nigerian girls outclassed Germany 
3-2 on penalties following a 3-3 draw. 
Incidentally, Germany were Ghana’s 
victims when Nigeria’s fierce West 
African rivals won Africa’s first medal 
(bronze) in the FIFA U-17 Women’s 
World Cup in Azerbaijan in 2012.

Chelsea Transfer 
News: Blues Bid 
£105.6m For 
Enzo Fernandez

Al-Nassr Confirms Major Ronaldo U-turn Despite Star’s Mega Contract
Cristiano Ronaldo could be set 
for a blockbuster return to Europe 
following a stunning revelation by 
Al-Nassr boss Rudi Garcia.

 The Manchester United and Real 
Madrid icon was expected to end his 
career in Saudi Arabia following his 
£170million per-year switch to the 
Middle East.

But Garcia might have let slip on 
Ronaldo’s actual plans in a move 
that could upset Al-Nassr chiefs. The 

Saudi outfit had been confident that 
the veteran attacker would see out his 
playing days in the country.

Ronaldo has signed a two-year 
contract to play for Al-Nassr and will 
be 40 by the time his deal expires. He 
insisted that his work in Europe was 
‘complete’ when he was unveiled to 
the fans of his new club.

But he could now return to the 
continent after an admission made by 
Garcia. The former Roma head coach 

said: “He is one of the best players in 
the world. He will not finish his career 
at Al-Nassr, he will return to Europe.”

It contradicts what Ronaldo said 
when he joined Al-Nassr. He told 
fans: “I am fortunate that I have 
won everything I set out to win in 
European football. I feel now that 
this is the right moment to share my 
experience in Asia”.

Ronaldo’s first few weeks at Al-
Nassr have not gone entirely to 

plan. The former Juventus star was 
forced to wait for his debut due to 
a registration issue and a one-match 
ban carried over from the Premier 
League.

The usually prolific 37-year-old 
has not scored in his opening two 
matches and was criticised by Garcia 
for missing a big chance in their last 
outing. Ronaldo squandered a huge 
opportunity as Al-Nassr was knocked 
out of the Saudi Super Cup.

Baseball is only a game, a game of inches 
and a lot of luck. During a time of all-
out war, sports are very insignificant. 
– Bob Feller

I’m pretty quiet. But I love to play sports. I like 
playing all sports. I’ll act goofy at times around 
my wife and my son, around my own family. I 
like to have fun in general. – Steve Blake

 JOEL AJAYI

The draw ceremony for this year’s Africa U-17 
Cup of Nations will be held on Wednesday at 
the Cercle Nationale d’Armee in Algiers, 
capital city of Algeria.

Five-time world champions Nigeria is one 
of the 12 countries whose names will go into 
the pot for the draw, as all participating teams 
get to know their group phase opponents for 
the tournament scheduled for  April 18 -30 in 

Africa’s largest nation.
All the 12 participating nations are now 

known: Algeria, Nigeria, Morocco, Senegal, 
Mali, Burkina Faso, Somalia, South Sudan, 
Zambia, South Africa, Cameroon and Congo.

The 12 teams will be drawn into three 
groups of four teams each, with the four top-
placed teams qualifying to represent Africa at 
this year’s FIFA U-20 World Cup finals taking 
place in Indonesia May 20 –  June 11.

Everton has named Sean Dyche as their 
new manager on a two-and-a-half-year 
contract until June 2025.

The Toffees sacked Frank Lampard last 
week with the club 19th in the Premier 
League and two points from safety.

Dyche, 51, had been out of work since he 
was dismissed by Burnley last April after 
almost 10 years at the Clarets.

He is Everton majority owner Farhad 
Moshiri’s seventh managerial appointment 

since buying into the club in February 
2016.

Dyche, whose first game in charge will 
be at home against league leaders Arsenal 
in the top flight on 4 February, said in a 
statement it was “an honour to become 
Everton manager”.

He added: “My staff and I are ready 
and eager to help get this great club back 
on track.

“I know about Everton’s passionate fan 

base and how precious this club is to them. 
We’re ready to work and ready to give 
them what they want.

“That starts with sweat on the shirt, 
effort and getting back to some of the basic 
principles of what Everton Football Club 
has stood for a long time.

“We want to bring back a good feeling. 
We need the fans, we need unity and we 
need everyone aligned. That starts with us 
as staff and players”.

Chelsea has bid 120m euros (£105.6m) 
for Benfica’s Argentina midfielder Enzo 
Fernandez in a move that would make him 
the British transfer record signing.

So far there is no indication whether 
the Blues’ offer, thought to include 
installments, will be accepted.

But if the deal goes through, it would 
eclipse the £100m Manchester City paid 
Aston Villa for Jack Grealish in 2021.

Fernandez was named young player of 
the tournament during Argentina’s World 
Cup triumph in Qatar.

Benfica have previously accused Chelsea 
of trying to unsettle the midfielder, with the 
Portuguese side’s manager Roger Schmidt 
declaring their pursuit “closed”.

However, it is not thought the Premier 
League club would have made a fresh 
offer without being given some indication 
it might be accepted.

Fernandez only joined Benfica from 
Argentinian side River Plate in August, 
for a reported £10m, and has scored four 
goals in 29 appearances for the Primeira 
Liga side.

He scored once during the World Cup, 
netting Argentina’s second goal in their 2-0 
group-stage win over Mexico.



The NSIA was appointed by the President 
as funds and project manager with 
a specific mandate to conceptualize, 
develop, construct, and operationalize 
a 10MW Solar Project on a 24 Hectare 
parcel of land in Kumbotso Local 
Government, Kano State.

Haske Solar Company Limited the 
project vehicle whose name means light 
in the Hausa language is jointly owned 
by the Federal Government, Kano 
State Government, and the host Local 
Government Kumbotso.

The project is currently the largest grid-
connected solar PV plant and is a proof of 
successful mid-sized solar PV deployment 
in Nigeria.

Speaking at the event, the NSIA MD 
said the project would catalyze growth 
in the power sector as it shows that 
renewable projects of this magnitude can 
be successfully delivered.

The project also builds Nigeria’s 
credentials in the fight against climate 
change and our commitment to attaining 
net zero carbon emissions by 2060.

The NSIA Boss stated that the 10MW 
Kano Solar Project offers significant 
socio-economic and environmental 
impacts.

In addition to providing access to clean, 
affordable, and sustainable energy to 
local industries and other consumers, 

Umar-Sadiq told journalists that it will 
increase industrial output by ensuring 
companies reach full capacity utilization.

The project has provided about 2,000 
direct and indirect jobs to the immediate 
community.

The plant has more than 21,000 solar 
PV panels, two 6MVA transformers and 
52 inverters, a state-of-the-art warehouse 
and storage building, a control room 
building, office and workshop building 
amongst others, and was built by a 
consortium of Eauxwell Nigeria Limited, 
an indigenous local contractor, and their 
international partners Greencells Energy 
Middle East and Africa Limited on a 
turnkey basis.

He said, “This project will truly be 
transformative to the Challawa Industrial 
Area which is the industrial area within 
Kano metropolis.

 “We have heard extensive discussions 
in the course of developing this project 
and what was clear from speaking to the 
factories, the manufacturing plants and 
the facilities in that industrial cluster 
is it will enhance production efficiency, 
reduce production costs and in time begin 
to attract foreign direct investments into 
that cluster by essentially being the best 
place within this area cost wise to do 
business”.

He gave the cost of the project as $16m, 
adding that NSIA took some steps to 
ensure it got value for money for the 

project.
Umar-Sadiq said, “The investment is 

about $16m but NSIA did a couple of 
things to ensure that the money went 
further than what it ought to be.

“The procurement process was detailed; 
we focused on technical and money. 
So, through the procurement process, 
we managed to reduce the cost of this 
proposition.

“We also focused on ensuring we got 
the best Engineering, Procurement and 
Construction contractors that were able 
to be inventive and creative despite the 
constraints of executing such a project in 
Kano.

“And finally, through our Treasury 
Activities, the funds that were given 
to us, we found ways to enhance it to 
increase the returns on those funds that 
we also used in the cost of developing this 
project”.

The project also showed a strong 
commitment to improving the welfare 
of people in the community by providing 
multiple community boreholes to ensure 
access to clean water supply, renovating 
classroom blocks to ensure students 
have a conducive environment to learn 
and constructing a 2.07km access road 
to improve ease of movement in the 
community

Also speaking, the NSIA Board 
Chairman, Farouk Gumel expressed 
satisfaction with the quality of job done 

by the project team.
He said, “I feel very happy. This is a 

turning point in terms of how Nigeria’s 
power sector future is going to play out. 
It’s an interesting project that shows how 
mental capacity and physical will can 
deliver projects for the people.

“The NSIA was asked to manage this 
project and giving all the necessary 
support to implement this project and 
we have done the project and hopefully 
the impact of the project will be felt and 
that is what the greatest achievement 
is found. “When jobs are created, when 
families are prosperous, it will lead to 
peace and stability and progress for the 
nation. I say well done to the team and we 
are proud of what they have done.

A Portfolio Manager at NSIA, Aisha 
Abba Kyari said that the NSIA got 24 
hectares of land to site the project, 
adding that the project will have 
transformational impact on the state.

Also, another Portfolio Manager, Yusuf 
Umar said that if the solar project is to 
power homes at an average consumption 
rate of three kilowatts, it will power about 
2,000 homes.

For factories, he said it depends on the 
consumption rate, adding that the plant 
could power many large and small size 
factories.

He said the plant also will augment the 
existing capacity of the factories within 
the Kano distribution network.

Buhari Inaugurates Dala Inland Dry Port, 10MW Solar Power
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Data from the Central Bank 
of Nigeria has shown that the 
apex bank has discontinued its 
intervention programme for 
the real sector of the economy 
which had hit N4.81 trillion as 
of November 2022.

According to the communiqué 
of the recently concluded 
monetary policy meeting held 
on January 23, 24, 2023, the real 
sector intervention as of January 
2023 remained unchanged 
compared to November 2022.

This followed the move by the 
CBN to aggressively combat the 
rising inflation by mopping up 
excess liquidity in the Nigerian 

Nigeria’s pension fund assets 
rose to N14.99 trillion as of 
December 2022, representing 
a gain of N1.5 trillion (11.7%) 
compared to N13.42 trillion 
recorded in 2021.

This is contained in the 
recently released pension 
industry report by the 
National Pension Commission 
,PenCom.

The gain recorded in 2022 
(N1.5 trillion) is 40.2% 
higher than the N1.12 

economy.
A Breakdown of CBN’s 

intervention shows that the 
apex bank has disbursed a 
cumulative sum of N1.07 trillion 
to over 4.6 million smallholder 
farmers cultivating or rearing 21 
commodities across the country 
under the Anchor Borrowers’ 
Programme ,ABP.

The Bank also released 
N745.31 billion to finance 
680 large-scale projects in 
agro-production and agro-
processing under the Commercial 
Agriculture Credit Scheme 
,CACS.

In addition, the Bank has 

trillion increase recorded in 
the previous year. However, 
when compared to 2020, the 
gain was 24.9% lower than 
the N2.09 trillion increase 
recorded.

In the same vein, the 
number of Retirement Savings 
Account ,RSA, registrations 
increased by 333,002 to stand 
at 9.86 million as of December 
2022.

Investments in federal 
government securities 

disbursed N2.15 trillion 
for 437 projects across the 
country, comprising 240 in 
manufacturing, 91 in agriculture, 
93 in services and 13 mining 
sector projects, under its N1 
trillion Real Sector Facility.

Under the 100 for 100 
Policy on Production and 
Productivity ,PPP, the Bank has 
disbursed a cumulative sum of 
N114.17 billion to 71 projects 
in healthcare, manufacturing, 
services, and agriculture.

CBN has disbursed a sum of 
N44.58 billion under the Export 
Facilitation Initiative ,EFI, to 
fund export-oriented projects.

increased by N870.55 billion 
to stand at N9.64 trillion, most 
of which were in the form of 
FBN bonds ,N9.22 trillion.

Corporate debt securities as 
of the end of the year stood at 
N1.66 trillion, representing an 
increase of 75.99% ,N716.86 
billion, compared to N943.34 
billion recorded as of the same 
period in 2021.

Investment in money 
market instruments declined 
marginally by 2.07% to stand 

The Bank has released N5.00 
billion under the Intervention 
Facility for the National Gas 
Expansion Programme ,IFNGEP, 
to promote the adoption 
of compressed natural gas 
,CNG, as the preferred fuel for 
transportation and Liquefied 
Petroleum Gas ,LPG, as the 
preferred cooking fuel.

Under the Agribusiness/
Small and Medium Enterprise 
Investment Scheme ,AgSMEIS, 
and Micro, Small, and Medium 
Enterprise Development 
Fund ,MSMEDF, to support 
entrepreneurship development 
in the country, the bank has 

at N1.98 trillion.
Real Estate received a sum 

of N60.81 billion in additional 
investments from the pension 
contributory scheme in 2022, 
bringing its cumulative 
investments to N217.6 billion 
at the end of the year.

Meanwhile, the existing 
scheme stood at N1.48 
trillion as of December 2022, 
N124.8 billion higher than 
the N1.35 trillion recorded 
as of the beginning of the 

disbursed a sum of N150.22 
billion and N96.08 billion, 
respectively.

The Central Bank of Nigeria 
has grappled with a problem of 
rising currency in circulation 
in the country, with the most 
worries being the monies outside 
the reach of the banks.

The CBN disbursed a 
significant amount of funds in 
the wake of COVID-19 in 2020, 
which saw the currency in 
circulation rise from less than 
N2 trillion to over N3 trillion 
in just two years and the money 
supply to an unprecedented level. 

year. The closed pension fund 
administrators increased 
slightly by N46.98 billion to 
stand at N1.57 trillion at the 
end of the review year.

Fund I stood at N74.229 
trillion, while the Fund II 
category, which has the giant 
share compared to the other 
fund, stood at N6.5 trillion, 
presenting an increase of 
N621.98 billion compared to 
N5.88 trillion recorded as of 
December 2021.

CBN: Cuts Private Sector Interventions To Curb Rising Inflation

Pension Fund Assets Gained N1.5trn In 2022

system following its naira 
notes redesign and cash 
swap policy.

This was disclosed 
by the CBN governor 
Godwin Emefiele as part 
of his updates following a 
meeting with the President 
Muhammadu Buhari.

Emefiele noted that the 
apex bank had been able to 
reduce the currency outside 
the banking system to N900 
billion from a whopping 
N2.7 trillion following the 
announcement of new naira 
notes.

President Buhari in 
November 2022 had 
launched the new naira 

notes of N200, N500, and 
N1,000 denominations, 
which are aimed at 
combating counterfeiting, 
improving the effectiveness 
of monetary policy tools on 
inflation, as well as mopping 
excess liquidity.

Emefiele said, “Ladies and 
gentlemen, available data at 
the Central Bank of Nigeria 
has shown that in 2015, 
currency in circulation was 
only N1.4 trillion.

“As of October 2022, 
currency in circulation had 
risen to N3.23 trillion out 
of which only N500 billion 
was within the banking 
industry and N2.7 trillion 
held permanently in people’s 

homes.
“Ordinarily, when the 

CBN releases currency into 
circulation, it is meant to be 
used and after effluxion of 
time, it returns to the CBN 
thereby keeping the volume 
of currency in circulation 
under the firm control of 
the CBN.

“So far and since the 
commencement of this 
programme, we have 
collected about N1.9 
trillion”.

The CBN governor also 
added that the initiative 
recorded over 75% success 
rate, out of the N2.7 trillion 
held outside the banking 
system.

MARIAM SANNI

Some bank customers in the 
Federal Capital Territory 
,FCT, have commended the 
Central Bank of Nigeria 
,CBN, for the extension of 
the deadline for the currency 
swap.

AljazirahNigeria in a chat 
with some bank customers 
said the extension would 
avail time for the new 
notes to be in circulation 
adequately.

Njoku Vincent said that’’, 
it is a welcome development 
because last week people 
went cash trap , some ATMs 
were not paying, some PoS 
operators were struggling 
to get cash from any means 
and they were even charging 
300 per 1000 people were 
really stranded but when 
CBN extended it brought a 
big relief.

‘’Now let them make sure 
that the machines are paying 
and the banks are paying. 
Before the 100 period there 
won’t be this confusion 
the way it happens in the 
previous week before the 
extension.

Mr Kola Omoniyi, an 
entrepreneur and a bank 
customer, commended the 
apex bank for listening to 
the yearnings of citizens. 
He said the move would stop 
further exploitation by Point 
of Sale ,PoS, agents.

”This is a very good idea 

because PoS operators use 
us to enrich themselves.

”A PoS operator collected 
an extra N600 charge 
from me for the N2, 000 I 
withdrew on Saturday just 
because I asked for new naira 
notes.

Another customer, 
Madam Bent said the 
extension would help reduce 
the rush and queues at the 
bank’s Automated Teller 
Machines ,ATMs, and spots.

Mr Godwin Emefiele had 
said that the approval for 
the extension by Buhari 
was due to measures put in 
place to ease scarcity of the 
new notes.

He also said that a seven-
day grace period would be 
given beginning from Feb. 
10 to Feb. 17 in compliance 
with Sections 20(3) and 22 
of the CBN Act.

Emefiele said the Act 
allowed Nigerians to deposit 
their old notes at the CBN 
after the February deadline 
when the old currency would 
have lost its Legal Tender 
status.

According to Emefiele, 
the CBN has taken some 
steps to achieve effective 
distribution of the new 
currency.

Meanwhile, the CBN has 
disclosed that it recovered 
N1.9 trillion worth of 
currency in two months 
outside of the banking 

 BY MARIAM SANNI

Securities and Exchange 
Commission ,SEC, has 
urged the need for more 
investments, especially 
by the private sector in 
the commodities trading 
ecosystem.

Director-General of the 
Securities and Exchange 
Commission, Mr Lamido 
Yuguda, stated this during 
an interview on the recently 
commissioned 32 metric 
tonnes per hour Lagos Rice 
Mill in Imota, Ikorodu, Lagos 
State.

Mr Yuguda stated that 
the capital market expects 
to see more private sector 
investments in areas 
that need to support the 
commodities ecosystem, 
like storage facilities, and 
also increased investment 
in mechanised farming 
in commodities like rice, 
hibiscus flowers and others 
that are in high demand in 
other parts of the world.

According to him, “This is 
a game-changing investment 
in Lagos state, and I hope we 
will see more of these kinds of 
investments not only in rice 
but in other areas of the food 
chain that we are currently 
producing. This is the place 
that produces them as we 
have the climate for these 
commodities; if we get the 
necessary investments, we 
will be able to make our mark 
around the world.

“This is a demonstration 
that Nigeria has what it takes 
in the agricultural sector to 
drive investment. This rice 
mill is already collaborating 
with one of our commodities 
exchanges as they are going 
to be trading the electronic 
receipts of this rice mill 
on the floor of the Lagos 
Commodities and Futures 
Exchange. This is a very 
important development in 
the commodities ecosystem”.

The SEC DG said the 
Commission expects to see 
more standards concluded 
between the Standards 
Organisation of Nigeria 
and the SEC, adding that 
the adoption of these 
standards by commodities 
exchanges and other players 
in the commodities trading 
ecosystem would greatly 
boost activities in the sector.

“This is a very significant 
event; the size of this mill 
is very large, and we are 
expecting that by the time 
it is completed and starts 
production fully, over 
250,000 jobs will be created. 
That’s a massive addition 
to the job creation in this 
country, and the rice is going 
to be sourced from local 
producers.

SEC Urges More 
Investments In 
Commodities 
Sector

New Notes: Bank Customers Laud CBN On Deadline Extension
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Customers 
Frustrated As Banks 
Stop Dispensing 
Cash

BY LADI PATRICK-OKWOLI 

Minister of Communications 
and Digital Economy, Prof. Isa 
Pantami, has tasked Nigerian 
Communications Satellite, 
NIGCOMSAT, Limited Board 
and Management on better 
performance and revenue 
generation.

Pantami gave the charge at 
a one day ministerial retreat 
for Board and Management 
of NIGCOMSAT at the 
weekend in Abuja, recalling 
the Oronsanye report of 2012 
which was submitted to the 
Federal Government with 
many recommendations, 
including scrapping or merging 
of agencies or companies based 
on performance.

He said the retreat was not 
to teach the NIGCOMSAT 
management and Board 
members anything new but 
rather to think on how to 
revive the organisation and to 
be more effective.

“If we can turn things around 

Pantami Urges NIGCOMSAT To 
Improve On Revenue Generation

BY LADI PATRICK-OKWOLI 

Federal Government has 
disclosed that the market 
value of Nigeria Data 
Protection Bureau, NDPB, 
has hit N5.5 billion in the 
country.

The minister of 
Communications and 
Digital Economy, Prof. Isa 
Pantami who disclosed this 
at a press briefing to mark the 
commencement of the 2023 
Global Data Privacy Week on 
Saturday in Abuja, noted that 
Data is critical to the country 
and it is a global best practice, 
otherwise it will be difficult to 
attract so many interventions 
and benefits to the country.

Pantami said that data 
privacy was not only 
an enabling law but a 
constitutional right as long 
as citizens were innocent and 
law abiding.

He said the NDPB had 
so many benefits through 
having the law in place and 
an authority to implement it 
on behalf of the country.

According to him, “The 
NDPB has created many jobs 
that the value as at today 
amounts to N5.5 billion.

“Today, it is a global best 
practice that you must have 
the law in place, otherwise 
you will find it difficult to 
attract so many interventions 
and benefits to your country.

 “Even potential investors 
these days ask questions 
whether you have data 
protection laws covering your 
country or not.

 “If you do not have any 
data protection law in place, 
they feel uncomfortable 
coming into your country to 
invest because today data is 
critical.

 “We usually say data is 
the new oil but sometimes I 
even argue that data is water 
because water is a necessity 
for survival and data is a 
necessity for knowledge 
based economy survival”.

According to him, there 
is no way a knowledge-
based economy would be 
established without data.

“Water when stored could 
be used at any moment. The 
same with data”, he said.

All these, Pantami said 
were why the ministry came 
up with the proposal of 
having a full-fledged data 
protection institution and 
also a principal legislation of 
data protection relation in 
Nigeria.

All these, Pantami said 
were why the Ministry 
came up with the proposal 
of having a full-fledged data 
protection institution and 
also a principal legislation of 
data protection relation in 
Nigeria.

Nigeria’s Data 
Protection Market 
Value Hits N5.5bn
 - Pantami 

and make Institutions more 
productive and effective, there 
is no way, government will 
think of scrapping or merging.

“NIGCOMSAT and Galaxy 
Backbone are Federal 
Government companies with 
the mandate to generate 
revenue and that is why 
the Managing Director of 
NIGCOMSAT was strategically 
selected from the private 
sector”, Pantami said.

He said the private sector 
was not business as usual, 
saying the NIGCOMSAT 
were not core civil servants 
but rather with the aim of 
generating revenue.

The minister however earned 
the Union of organisations 
should be careful about 
supporting those that are 
unproductive rather they 
should lobby for what is 
good for the system and not 
intimidate the government in 
any way.

He also warned 

NIGCOMSAT not to exploit 
customers in their bid to 
increase revenue as it will kill 
the goal of customer centricity.

“Customer centricity 
demands that the customer is 
the focal point of all decisions 
related to delivering products, 
services and experiences to 
create customer satisfaction, 
loyalty and Advocacy”, Pantami 
said.

The Chairman Governing 
Board of NIGCOMSAT, Mr 
Yusuf Kazure, said there was 
a need to embrace the fourth 
industrial revolution.

“This is the 4th industrial 
revolution which builds on the 
foundations of the first three 
revolutions, namely the steam 
engine, the age of science and 
mass production and the rise 
of digital technology.

“While most of the 
developing world like Africa 
is still grappling with the 3rd 
revolution, the rest of the 
world has moved on to the 4th 

revolution that has brought 
the need for new skills in both

management and 
leadership.

“We cannot wait until there 
are massive dislocations in 
our society to prepare for the 
Fourth Industrial Revolution”, 
he said.

The Managing Director, 
NIGCOMSAT Ltd, Mr Tukur 
Lawal, said the theme for this 
retreat was apt, saying that 
it would provide the context 
for deliberations which would 
sharpen perspectives to grips 
with the issues around the 
organisation.

Furthermore, I see the 
outcome of this retreat as a 
primary requirement for me 
as I roll out my plan for the 
organisation.

“When l arrived at 
NIGCOMSAT Ltd as the new 
Managing Director, l met a 
willing team, professionals 
in their different endeavors 
willing and waiting to be led”, 
he said.

Pantami

BY LADI PATRICK-OKWOLI

NEPZA begins technical study 
of the proposed  Nigeria Export 
Processing Zones Authority 
,NEPZA, says it has agreed 
with Ekiti State Government 
on a two-week deadline to 
submit a technical report on 
the proposed “Knowledge and 
Technology Free Trade Zone’’.

This was stated in a 
statement issued in Abuja by 
Dr Martins Odeh, Head of 
Corporate Communications, 
NEPZA.

Odeh said that the proposed 
Knowledge and Technology 
Free Trade Zone is to be 
established in Ado Ekiti.

“The parties agreed on 
the Feb. 7, 2023 deadline 
for submission of the report 
after the Managing Director/
CEO of NEPZA, Prof. Adesoji 
Adesugba, inspected the 

site and other associated 
infrastructure on Thursday in 
Ado Ekiti’’, he said.

According to Odeh, 
Adesugba, during a session with 
Gov. Abiodun Oyebanji after 
the inspection, said the zone 
would be used to revolutionise 
Ekiti State.

The NEPZA boss explained 
that the state had the required 
background to venture into the 
specialised ecosystem.

Adesugba added that the 
state appeared determined to 
harness its people with high 
academic and technological 
endowment for profitability.

He was assured of NEPZA’s 
preparedness to assist the state 
to achieve its goal of developing 
the first knowledge and virtual-
based free zone in Africa.

NEPZA is now very dynamic 
and innovative in the way 

and manner it encourages the 
establishment of free zones in 
the country.

This is a deliberate move by 
the Federal Government to help 
boost trade and investments 
across the 36 states of the 
federation and the Federal 
Capital Territory

“The Governor and I have, 
therefore, agreed to give a 
two-week deadline for the 
submission of the Technical 
Report after a more detailed 
inspection is carried out by 
NEPZA officials in collaboration 
with other technical partners.

“Precisely, we shall be looking 
to have this report on Feb. 7, 
2023 for onward transmission 
for Presidential declaration’’, 
Adesugba said.

On his part, the governor 
expressed delight at the visit 
of the NEPZA team to evaluate 

the capacity of the state to own 
and manage a free zone.

Oyebanji explained that 
the visit was a follow-up to his 
courtesy call on the Managing 
Director of the Authority where 
he sought support and guidance 
in setting up the Knowledge 
and Technology Free Zone.

“We have campaigned on a 
mantra of sheer prosperity, so 
that we will be less dependent 
on sharing from the monthly 
Federation account.

“It is our goal to drive 
development in the state either 
with or without the federation 
allocation account.

“My exposure to the Lekki 
Free Trade Zone corridor is an 
eye opener and we shall fulfill 
all the technical requirements 
to ensure we scale through the 
various stages of approvals’’, 
the governor said.

NEPZA Commences Technical Study Of Ekiti Proposed Zone

FROM ROTIMI ASHER, LAGOS

Some customers were left 
frustrated as a few of the banks 
visited by AljazirahNigeria  
yesterday morning to monitor 
the extension of the currency 
swap announced by the 
Governor of the Central Bank 
of Nigeria ,CBN, Mr Godwin 
Emefiele, on Sunday, were 
unable to pay those who came 
for cash withdrawals.

Yesterday, after a visit to 
President Muhammadu Buhari 
in his hometown Daura, Katsina 
State, Mr Emefiele said the 
deadline for the exchange of 
the old Naira notes for the new 
ones has been pushed forward 
from January 31 to February 
10, 2023.

He explained that it was to 
allow Nigerians more time to 
swap their old currency notes 
of N200, N500, and N1,000 
for the newly redesigned 
denominations.

The extension followed calls 
by several persons as they 
complained of scarcity of the 
new Naira notes, as banks were 
still dispensing the old notes 
even a few days before the 
deadline.

This morning, this reporter 
visited a few financial 
institutions in Lagos to monitor 
the situation, and it was 
observed that some customers 
could not withdraw cash from 
the banks.

At the banking hall of one 
of the tier-one lenders in the 
Akowonjo area of Lagos State, 
the cashiers were not paying 
customers who came to take 
their funds.

“I could not get cash from the 
bank because I was informed 
that there were no new notes 
to pay me with, as the central 
bank has directed them not 
to pay customers with the old 
notes”, one of the customers, 
who identified himself as Mr 
Idowu Sodunke, said.

At a branch of another 
bank on Idimu Road, Lagos, a 
customer, who identified herself 
as Mrs Bose Kalejaiye, said, 
“The bank could not pay me my 
money. They claimed they were 
short of the new Naira notes. 
When I told them to pay me in 
lower denominations, they also 
could not pay me. We are in a 
deep mess in this country”.

In the Ikotun area of Lagos 
State, the banks in the vicinity 
were crowded as customers, 
especially PoS operators, rushed 
to withdraw their funds for 
business after the extension.

They had earlier deposited 
the cash ahead of the deadline 
during the weekend, but when 
they approached the banks 
to withdraw their money, the 
banks could not honour their 
requests, leaving some of them 
frustrated.

economy
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JONATHAN
I, formerly known, called and addressed 

as JONATHAN POSSIBLE 
NANKLIN; now wish to be called and 

addressed as JONATHAN NANKLIN 
ZIKKOS. All former documents 

remain valid. The general public should 
take note.

OGBODU
I, formerly known, called and 
addressed as ODUGBUDU 

ROBERT; now wish to be called 
and addressed as OGBODU 

ROBERT CHRISTOPHER. All 
former documents remain valid. The 

general public should take note.

ABUBAKAR
I, formerly known, called 

and addressed as ISYAKU 
SULAIMAN; now wish to be called 

and addressed as ABUBAKAR 
SULAIMAN. All former documents 

remain valid. The general public 
should take note.

OGECHI
I, formerly known, called and addressed as 
ODOEMENAM OGECHI BLESSING; 

now wish to be called and addressed 
as UGORJI OGECHI BLESSING, 

AND MY DATE OF BIRTH IS 
19TH NOVEMBER 1985. All former 

documents remain valid. The general public 
should take note.

FELICIA
I, formerly known, called and 

addressed as EHIWARIO 
FELICIA; now wish to be 

called and addressed as IKE 
FELICIA ANNULI. All former 

documents remain valid. The 
general public should take note.

HALIRA
I, formerly known, called and 

addressed as MUKTARI 
HALERA; now wish to be called 

and addressed as MUNTARI 
HALIRA. All former documents 
remain valid. The general public 

should take note.

ZUBAIRU
I, formerly known, called 

and addressed as ZUIBARU 
DAUDA; now wish to be called 

and addressed as ZUBAIRU 
DAUDA. All former documents 
remain valid. The general public 

should take note.

ZAINAB
I, formerly known, called and 

addressed as DANJUMA ZAINAB. 
D.O.B 18-8-1982; now wish to be 
called and addressed as ZAINAB 

ISMAILIA. D.O.B 18-8-1987. All 
former documents remain valid. The 

general public should take note.

OKORO
This is to certify that I, 

OKORO JOSHUA BLESSED 
EKPEREDIKE is the same 

person as OKORO JOSHUA 
BLESSED.  All documents 
remain valid. General public 

please take note.

AISHA
I, formerly known, called and 

addressed as JAZULI AISHA; 
now wish to be called and 

addressed as JAZULI AISHA 
MOHAMMED. All former 

documents remain valid. The 
general public should take note.

ANNASTHESIA
I, formerly known, called and addressed 

as EBELUGWU ANNASTHESIA 
OLUEBUBE; now wish to be 
called and addressed as CHIKE 

ANNASTHESIA OLUEBUBE. All 
former documents remain valid. The 

general public should take note.

IHOPO
I, formerly known, called and 

addressed as OSAMUDIAMEM 
ANGELA ONYEEHE; now 

wish to be called and addressed as 
IHOPO ANGELE ONYEEHE. All 
former documents remain valid. The 

general public should take note.

BEATRICE
I, formerly known, called and 

addressed as OKORO NKEIRUKA 
BEATRICE; now wish to be 

called and addressed as OYOM 
NKEIRUKA BEATRICE. All 

former documents remain valid. The 
general public should take note.

HUDU
I, formerly known, called and 
addressed as MUSA HUDU; 

now wish to be called and 
addressed as HUDU MUSA 
SANI. All former documents 

remain valid. The general public 
should take note.

BEATRICE
I, formerly known, called and addressed as 
OGBEBOR OGHOGHO BEATRICE. 
D.O.B 7-6-1982 ; now wish to be called 
and addressed as OSAWE OGHOGHO 

BEATRICE. D.O.B 7-6-1985 . All 
former documents remain valid. The 

general public should take note.

OBOYI
I, formerly known, called and addressed 

as MONDAY ENEFOLA. D.O.B 
11-7-2002; now wish to be called and 

addressed as OBOYI ENEFOLA. 
D.O.B 14-6-2000. All former 

documents remain valid. The general 
public should take note.

FATIMA
I, formerly known, called and addressed 

as MUHAMMAD ATIKU FATIMA 
AND MUHAMMED FATIMA ATIKU. 
D.O.B 1-1-1991; now wish to be called 

and addressed as MUHAMMAD FATIMA 
ATIKU. D.O.B 5-10-1991. All former 

documents remain valid. The general public 
should take note.

SHUKURAT
I, formerly known, called and 

addressed as BELLO SHUKURAT 
ABENI; now wish to be called and 

addressed as BELLO SHUKURAT 
ABIOLA. All former documents 
remain valid. The general public 

should take note.

OGUNLEEYE
I, formerly known, called 

and addressed as BUKOLA 
OGUNLEYE; now wish to be called 

and addressed as OGUNLEEYE 
BUKOLA OLUBUNMI. All former 
documents remain valid. The general 

public should take note.

TITILAYO
I, formerly known, called and 

addressed as BOSEDE TAIWO 
TITILAYO; now wish to be called 

and addressed as BAMIDELE 
TITILAYO BOSEDE. All former 

documents remain valid. The general 
public should take note.

ABUTU
I, formerly known, called 

and addressed as ABUTU 
SYLVESTER; now wish to be 

called and addressed as ABUTU 
SYLVESTER UKWUBILE. All 

former documents remain valid. The 
general public should take note.

BLESSING
I, formerly known, called and 
addressed as EZEDINACHI 

EBELE BLESSING; now wish 
to be called and addressed as 

NWOTOR EBELE BLESSING. 
All former documents remain valid. 
The general public should take note.

LOVETH
I, formerly known, called and addressed 
as ILUFOYE OYEKEMI LOVETH 
AND ILUFOYE KEMI LOVETH; 

now wish to be called and addressed as 
OLUWOLE OYEKEMI LOVETH. 

All former documents remain valid. The 
general public should take note.

RACHAEL
I, formerly known, called and 
addressed as OGUNMOLA 

BOSEDE; now wish to be called 
and addressed as OGUNMOLA 

BOSEDE RACHAEL. All former 
documents remain valid. The general 

public should take note.

OLANREWAJU
I, formerly known, called 
and addressed as JAMIU 

OLAMILEKAN ADISA; now 
wish to be called and addressed as 
OLANREWAJU OLALEKAN 
JAMIU. All former documents 
remain valid. The general public 

should take note.

AONDOHEMBA
I, formerly known, called 

and addressed as ANONGO 
ANONGO; now wish to be called 

and addressed as AONDOHEMBA 
ANONGO THEOPHILUS. All 

former documents remain valid. The 
general public should take note.

SAMINU
I, formerly known, called 

and addressed as ADAMU 
MOHAMMED; now wish to be 

called and addressed as ADAMU 
MOHAMMED SAMINU. All 

former documents remain valid. The 
general public should take note.

ADAMU
I formally known as BELLO 

ADAMU now wish to be known 
and addressed as ADAMU 

BELLO. All former documents 
remain valid, FCMB PENSION 

general public should please 
take note.

LAWAN
 I formally known as FIRST NAME, 

IBRAHIM MIDDLE NAME,JAKANA 
LAST NAME, LAWAN now wish to 

be known and addressed as SURNAME, 
IBRAHIM MIDDLE NAME,LAWAN LAST 

NAME, ALHAJI.All former documents 
remain valid general public should please 

take note.

SHETTIMA
I formally known as MODU 
SETTIMA now wish to be 

known and addressed as FIRST 
NAME,MODU KOLO LAST 

NAME, SHETTIMA.All former 
documents remain valid general 
public should please take note.

UMAR
 I formally known as ÀBBA 
UDA UMAR now wish to be 

known and addressed as FIRST 
NAME,ABBAUDA MIDDLE NAME 

KABIR LAST NAME, UMAR.All 
former documents remain valid 

general public should please take 
note.

RAMAT
I, formerly known, called and 

addressed as KABIR RAMAT 
IDRIS; now wish to be called 
and addressed as HASSAN 

RAMAT. All former documents 
remain valid. The general public 

should take note.

MOHAMMED
I, formerly known, called and 
addressed as MOHAMMAD 

BASHIR; now wish to be called 
and addressed as MOHAMMED 
BASHIR TIJJANI. All former 

documents remain valid. The general 
public should take note.

JAMES
I, formerly known, called 

and addressed as JAMES 
HYELLADZIRAH; now wish to 

be called and addressed as JAMES 
HYELADZIRA. All former 

documents remain valid. The general 
public should take note.

ABUBAKAR
I, formerly known, called and addressed 

as ABUBAKAR A MUHAMMAD; 
now wish to be called and addressed 

as ABUBAKAR ALHAJI 
MUHAMMAD. All former documents 
remain valid. The general public should 

take note.

LADI
I, formerly known, called and 

addressed as LADI NGHAGIYA 
THOMAS 23/10/1982; now wish 
to be called and addressed as LADI 
NGHAGIYA-TOMA 22/10/1989. 
All former documents remain valid. 
The general public should take note.
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...Showcasing your products & services to the world. (for enquiry call: 07034710502)

CLASSIFIED

SALVAGING ACUTE HARDSHIP INITIATIVE
THIS IS TO   INFORM THE GENERAL PUBLIC THAT THE ABOVE NAMED ORGANISATION HAS APPLIED TO THE 
COOPERATE AFFAIRS COMMISSION (CAC) ABUJA FOR REGISTRATION UNDER “PART F” OF THE COMPANIES 
AND ALLIED MATTERS ACT 2020.

THE TRUSTEES ARE:
JIBRIL FASKARI MUSA  (CHAIRMAN)
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THE GRASSROOT COURSES OF CONFLICT AND CRISIS

ANY OBJECTION TO THIS REGISTRATION SHOULD BE FORWARDED TO THE REGISTRAR GENERAL COOPERATE 
AFFAIRS COMMISSION PLOT,420, TIGRIS CRESENT, OFF AGUIYI IRONSI STREET, MAITAMA ABUJA WITHIN 28 
DAYS OF THIS PUBLICATION.

SIGNED: 
SECRETARY

PUBLIC NOTICE

news extra
BY ISMAILA JIMOH, ABUJA

Minister of the Federal Capital Territory, 
FCT, Malam Muhammad Musa Bello 
has disclosed that Abuja Light Rail 
would resume operation before the 
end of President Muhammadu Buhari’s 
administration in May.

The minister gave this assurance 
when he featured on the 20th edition 
of the Buhari administration’s scorecard 
series organised by the Federal Ministry 
of Information and Culture yesterday.

According to the minister, “Another 
important milestone of President 
Buhari’s administration is the 

FROM FUNSO OJO, AKURE

Ondo State government has recorded 
106 cases of Lassa fever and eight 
deaths.

Special Adviser to the Governor on 
Health, Professor Francis Faduyile, who 
made the disclosure in an interview 
with newsmen in Akure, yesterday, 
said the confirmed cases were in six 
local government areas, Owo, Akure 
North, Akure South, Ose, Akoko 

BY OUR CORRESPONDENT

Justice Inyang Ekwo of the Federal High 
Court in Abuja, yesterday, dismissed 
a suit filed by a former presidential 
candidate of Hope Democratic Party, 
HDP, Ambrose Owuru, against the 
election of President Muhammadu 
Buhari in 2019. President Buhari was 
the candidate of the All Progressives 
Congress, APC. Justice Ekwo threw 
out Owuru’s suit on the grounds that 
it constituted a gross abuse of court 
process, was statute-barred and an 
affront to the supremacy of the Supreme 
Court of Nigeria. The judge also held 
that the suit was baseless, frivolous and 
vexatious in its entirety.  The plaintiff 
had in the suit applied for an order of the 
court declaring the nation’s presidential 
seat vacant and to swear him in as the 
authentic winner of the election.

Owuru also wanted the court to 
determine the legality of the Independent 
National Electoral Commission’s INEC, 
shifting of the presidential election from 
February 16 to March 23, 2019.

He claimed that INEC acted against 
the constitution in an illegal and unlawful 
way that it shifted the presidential poll 
and that the declaration of Buhari as the 

winner of the “unlawful” act should be 
declared null and void and of no effect.

HDP’s presidential flag-bearer, 
however, asked the court to declare him 
winner of the poll on the ground that 
the petition he lodged against Buhari 
had not been adjudicated upon by the 
Supreme Court as required by law.

The United Kingdom-trained lawyer 
claimed that his petition at the Supreme 
Court was unjustly dismissed, following 
his absence in the apex court due to 
discrepancies in the hearing dates 
conveyed to him.

He, therefore, prayed the court to 
remove Buhari and declare him (Owuru) 
the authentic president and that he 
should be compelled to refund all monies 
he collected as salaries, emoluments and 
security votes. He also asked the court 
to order his inauguration for a four-
year tenure of office upon the removal 
of Buhari from office and that the 
Federal High Court should stop INEC 
from conducting the 2023 presidential 
election. Claiming that his tenure was 
being usurped by President Buhari, the 
plaintiff prayed that the court should 
compel the president to refund all monies 
he collected as salaries, emoluments, and 
security votes.

Abuja Light Rail To Resume Operation Soon – FCT Minister

Lassa Fever: Ondo Records 106 Cases, 8 Deaths

Court Dismisses Suit Seeking Buhari’s Sack From Office
infrastructural development of Abuja 
Light Rail. When we came in 2015, 
about 52 percent of the projects were 
done and we pushed it to 100 percent.

“Many of you wonder why the Abuja 
Light Rail is not working, it is not 
working now because of the outbreak of 
COVID-19 pandemic.

“We had to stop the operation 
because as you know the light train 
system is a mass movement, so if you 
don’t have much sitting capacity, many 
people will stand up and when you stand 
up you face each other.

“So, it was difficult to maintain social 
distance but we are done with that, all 

South-West and Idanre.
According to him, Owo has the 

highest cases of 68, Akure North with 
13, Akure South 11, Ose nine, Akoko 
South-West five and Idanre with one 
case.

“Between January 1 and 23, we 
have had 268 suspected cases of 
Lassa Fever, 106 confirmed cases and 
unfortunately eight deaths,” Faduyile 
said.

He explained that the prevalent 

the carriages are here and by the grace 
of God, before we leave it will resume.” 

He disclosed that about 12 stations 
have been completed and about five of 
them the roads are under construction.

“These are works we do in satellite 
towns because the structure of the FCT 
is that we have development in the 
urban area, that is the federal capital 
city, as well as development in satellite 
towns.

“But the standards we maintain for 
infrastructure in the federal capital city 
itself is the same in satellite towns. The 
aim is to encourage residents to stay in 
satellite towns,” Bello said.

period of the disease is during the dry 
season and part of the rainy season 
when farmers are cultivating lands.

“Farmers during this period do a 
lot of bush burning and when they 
burn the bush, rats will move from 
their natural habitat to a safer place 
and a lot of them tend to come towards 
homes in that surrounding. The first 
way to prevent Lassa fever is to stop 
bush burning and we have sensitised 
against this,” he added.
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DAGA BLESSING OTOBONG-GABRIEL

Ma’aikatar Agaji ta Tarayya, 
Gudanar da Bala’i da Ci gaban 
Al’umma ta fara fitar da kuxaxen 
shiga karo na biyu na shirin ciyar da 
makarantu na gida-gida.

Wata sanarwa da ma’aikatar ta fitar 
a jiya ta ce a yayin da makarantun 
firamare na gwamnati ke ci gaba da 
komawa a faxin qasar, ana fitar da 
kuxaxe na sake fara ciyar da abinci 
a karon farko a shekarar 2023 ga 
gwamnatocin jihohi da aka naxa masu 
sayar da kayayyaki a duk makarantun 

da suka shiga don samar da abinci 
kyauta ga xaliban da suka yi rajista 
domin a qarfafa yin rijista da kuma 
qara musu qarfin gwiwa, tallafa 
musu da abinci mai gina jiki.

A cewar sanarwar, “Wannan don 
sanar da jama’a ne cewa ma’aikatar 
jin kai ta tarayya ta fara fitar da 
kuxaxen shiga karo na biyu na 
shirin ciyar da makarantu na qasa 
baki xaya.

“Shirin wani tsari ne na gwamnatin 
shugaban qasa Muhammadu Buhari 
da nufin samar da abinci mai gina 

jiki ga xaliban firamare na aji xaya 
zuwa uku a makarantun gwamnati.

“Ta hanyar wannan shirin, 
gwamnatocin jihohi ne ke da alhakin 
tabbatar da cewa an shirya abinci tare 
da kai wa xalibai ta hanyar amfani 
da kuxaxen da gwamnatin tarayya ta 
saki, kowane tsarin ciyarwa zai wuce 
kwanaki 20 a wata, kwana biyar a 
mako.

“A halin yanzu shirin yana ciyar da 
xalibai kusan miliyan 10 a makarantun 
firamare sama da 50,000 na gwamnati.

“Ministar Kula da Jin Qai da 

Bala’o’i da Ci Gaban Al’umma na kira 
ga gwamnatocin jihohi da su tabbatar 
da cewa duk masu ruwa da tsakin da 
abin ya shafa sun tabbatar da samar 
da ayyuka masu kyau da kuma yadda 
aka yi amfani da kuxaxen da aka saki 
aiki bisa tsari mai kyau.

“An kuma yi kira ga jama’a, iyaye, 
shugabanni da malamai, qungiyoyi 
masu zaman kansu/CSOs da su 
bayar da rahoton duk wata matsala 
ta hanyar aikace-aikacen Rahoto 
(akwai don saukewa akan IOs da 
Android).”

DAGA FUNSO OJO AKURE

Aqalla mutum 11 da har yanzu ba 
a tantance sunayensu ba sun qone 
qurmus a wani mummunan haxarin 
mota da ya afku a jiya a gadar Soka 
da ke Ore, shedikwatar Qaramar 
Hukumar Odigbo ta Jihar Ondo.

A cewar shaidun gani da ido, 

hatsarin da wata tirela da wata motar 
bas ta Marcopolo ta faru ne a wata 
hanya xaya.

“Tirelar ta bi ta wata hanya kuma 
ana cikin haka ta yi karo da motar 
Marcopolo da ta taho daga iyakar 
Benin. Motar bas xin ta kama wuta a 
cikin lamarin,” in ji wani ganau.

Hukumar Kiyaye Haxurra ta 

Tarayya, FRSC, kwamandan sashe na 
Ore, Mista Sikiru Alonge ya tabbatar 
wa manema labarai wannan labari.

Ya ce lamarin ya haifar da cunkoson 
ababen hawa a kan hanyar kuma 
mutum 11 sun qone har ba a iya gane 
su.

“An kashe gobarar, yayin da ake 
kula da zirga-zirgar ababen hawa a 

titin Benin/Lagos.
Alonge ya ci gaba da cewa, “ana 

nan ana qoqarin kawar da motocin da 
suka yi hatsari tare da sauran jami’an 
tsaro.

Sai dai ya buqaci masu ababen hawa 
da su riqa bin duk qa’idojin zirga-zirga 
domin gujewa afkuwar irin wannan 
bala’in.

DAGA MARIAM SANNI

Mataimakin Shugaban EVC, kuma 
Shugaban Hukumar Sadarwa ta 
Najeriya, NCC, Farfesa Umar 
Danbatta, a qarshen mako, an girmama 
shi da lambar yabo ta shekarar 2022 
a babbar lambar yabo ta ‘Vanguard 
Personality of the Year Edition’ karo na 
11 inda maza da mata waxanda suka 
bambanta a fagagen ayyukansu daban-
daban suma aka karrama su.

A cewar wata sanarwa da Daraktan 
HulXa da Jama’a na Hukumar NCC, 
Reuben Muoka, ya sanyawa hannu, an 
ba Danbatta lambar yabon ne saboda 

la’akari da nasarorin da ya samu na 
tsare-tsare, musamman a cikin shekaru 
biyar na farko a kan karagar mulki da 
vangaren sadarwa na Najeriya ya nuna 
abubuwan ban mamaki, a wani biki 
mai qayatarwa a Legas.

A cewar jaridar Vanguard, waxanda 
suka shirya taron, tsare-tsaren nasa 
sun qara qarfafa matsayin vangaren 
sadarwa a matsayin babban abin da ke 
taimaka wa wajen havaka arzikin cikin 
gida na Najeriya, GDP, da kuma jarin 
da aka samu a fannin sadarwa daga 
Dala biliyan 36 a shekarar 2015 zuwa 
sama da Dala biliyan 70.

Danbatta ya kuma jagoranci wani 

kamfen na inganta hanyoyin sadarwa 
na Broadband daga kashi biyar cikin 
100 a lokacin da aka naxa shi zuwa 
kusan kashi 30 cikin 100 a shekarar 
2018.

A halin yanzu dai EVC na daga cikin 
waxanda ke kan gaba wajen ganin an 
cimma wata sabuwar manufa ta shigar 
da bututun na qasa da kashi 70 cikin 
100. 2025 tun lokacin da aka sake nada 
shi a 2020.

A lokacin da yake ba da lambar yabo, 
Erelu Kuti IV na Legas, Cif Abiola 
Dosunmu, ya ce Danbatta ya dace kuma 
ya cancanci girmamawa ta musamman 
da aka ba shi.

Sauran fitattun ‘yan Najeriya da suka 
yi fice a fagen qwarewa da kuma yi wa 
bil’adama hidima a kamfanoni masu 
zaman kansu da na gwamnati an ba su 
kyautuka daban-daban a wajen taron 
ciki har da Shugaban rukunin Kamfanin 
Dangote, Alhaji Aliko Dangote wanda 
ya lashe kyautar gwarzon shekara.

Sauran waxanda aka karrama sun 
haxa da Gwamnan Jihar Kwara, 
Abdulraham Abdulrazaq da takwaransa 
na Jihar Oyo, Seyi Makinde da suka 
halarta da kuma Manajan Daraktan 
Hukumar Tashoshin Ruwa ta Najeriya, 
Mohammed Bello Koko wanda ya lashe 
kyautar Gwarzon Jama’a na bana.

Ciyar da Makarantu: Gwamnati Ta Fara Sakin 
Kuxaxe Zuwa Makarantun Firamare Na Gwamnati

Daga Hagu: Shugaba kuma Shugaban Hukumar, Kungiyar Littafi Mai Tsarki ta Najeriya, Bishop Timothy Banwo; Shugaban kasa, Olusegun Obasanjo; Shugaban Kungiyar Kiristoci ta Najeriya 
(CAN), Mafi. Rabaran Daniel Okoh da Babban Sakatare na kungiyar Bible Society of Nigeria, Samuel Sanusi, yayin taron tara kudade da kungiyar kiristoci ta Najeriya ta shirya domin tallafawa 
kungiyar Bible Society of Nigeria a Legas, kwanan nan.           HOTO: NAN

DAGA IKHILI EBALU, BENIN CITY

Gwamnatin Jihar Edo ta tabbatar da 
qarin mutum takwas da suka kamu da 
cutar zazzabin Lassa, wanda adadin 
wadanda aka tabbatar sun kamu da 
cutar ya kai 115.

Kwamishinan lafiya na Jihar, Farfesa 
Akoria Obehi, wanda ya bayyana hakan 
ga manema labarai a garin Benin, ya 
ce jihar ta kuma sake samun qarin 
mutuwar mutum guda daga cutar, 
wanda ya kai adadin waxanda suka 
mutu zuwa 13.

Ta ce gwamnati na qara qaimi wajen 
daqile cutar a faxin al’umma, inda ta 
buqaci mazauna yankin da su qara qaimi 
ta hanyar bin dukkan qa’idojin da aka 
gindaya na hana yaxuwar cutar.

A cewarta, “Mun tabbatar da samun 
sabbin mutum takwas da suka kamu da 
cutar zazzavin Lassa a Jihar Edo, wanda 
ya kai adadin waxanda aka tabbatar sun 
kamu da cutar zuwa 115. Da sabon adadi 
ya zuwa yanzu muna da mutum 40 da 
suka haxa da manya 26 da qananan yara 
14 waxanda a halin yanzu suke samun 
kulawa a asibitin kyarwa na Irrua.”

Farfesa Akoria ya bayyana cewa jihar 
ta yi isassun shirye-shirye da kuma kayan 
aikin da za ta iya kula da masu kamuwa 
da cutar zazzavi na Lassa, Farfesa Akoria 
ya ce idan har aka samu alamun kamuwa 
da cutar kamar ciwon kai mai tsanani, 
amai da zazzavi da sauransu, to lallai ne a 
gaggauta garzaya cibiyar kiwon lafiya mafi 
kusa da ku don bayar da rahoto.

Ta kuma umurce su da su tuntuvi 
jami’an sa ido ko sanar da cutar a cikin 
qananan hukumominsu idan sun yi 
hulxa da wani da aka tabbatar yana 
xauke da cutar zazzavin Lassa ko kuma 
suka yi zargin cewa akwai alamun cutar 
ko kuma wasu cututtuka da suka fi 
muhimmanci.

Zazzavin Lassa: Edo Ta 
Tabbatar Da Kamuwar 
Mutum 115, Da 
Mutuwar 13

Vanguard Ta Karrama Danbatta Da Lambar Yabo Ta  Gwarzon Shekara

Ibtila’i, Mutum 11 Sun Qone Qurmus A Haxarin Titin Ondo
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APC Presidential Candidate Asiwaju Bola Ahmed Tinubu,welcoming  the chief observer of European Union, Election Observation Mission Nigeria, Mr Barry Andrews the deputy chief 
observer, Mr Thomas Boserup, during a courtesy Visit to APC Presidential Candidate at his residence Asokoro, Abuja, yesterday.  PHOTO: NAN

APC Receives 10,000 Defectors From PDP, NNPP, APGA In Kano
 All Progressives Congress, APC, received 
10,000 defectors from the Peoples 
Democratic Party, PDP, the New Nigerian 
Peoples Party, NNPP, and All Progressives 
Grand Alliance, APGA, into its fold in Kano 
on Sunday.

Receiving the defectors, the convener 
of Tinubu Northwest Project 2023, Hajiya 
Umma-Salma Isyaka-Rabiu, said the purpose 
of the gathering was to receive supporters of 
various parties who joined the APC.

“Today, we gather here to celebrate these 
10,000 people, who decided to leave their 
various political parties for our great party, 
the APC.

 “These are all card-carrying members of 
the PDP, NNPP and APGA who have decided 
to leave darkness for light, to leave regress 
for progress; to leave fear and intimidation 
for honour and integrity.

“These people are here today to delineate 
the unity and progress of the APC as the only 
party in Nigeria.

“The party that has the interest of the 
people; the party that wants to keep making 
Nigeria better, and the party that loves 
Nigeria and Nigerians”, she said.

She explained that without the slightest 
doubt, the antecedents of Asiwaju Bola 

Ahmed Tinubu, APC’s presidential candidate 
as a freedom fighter culminated in his 
founding role in the APC’s formation.

The convener said that Tinubu is very 

presidential and has a track record that 
nobody could beat.

“In the light of the above, I wish to urge 
all the good people of Kano State to join 

hands with other well-meaning Nigerians 
to massively vote for Asiwaju as president 
and Nasiru Yusuf Gawuna as Kano State 
governor,’’ she said.

Kogi State Governor, Yahaya Bello on Sunday 
began the Tinubu-Shettima Presidential, 
National and State Assembly campaign 
in Anyingba, Kogi East amid tumultuous 
crowds and assurance of victory.

The governor, who said the APC is a 
strong united family in Kogi, assured of 
an outstanding outing at the February and 
March general elections in the state.

The News Agency of Nigeria, reports 
that the rally in Anyingba saw the governor 
receiving scores of returnees amidst loud 
cheers and ovations from the supporters of 
the party.

Bello said that the attendance at the Kogi 
East rally alone, was a testimony that, “APC 
is one and united family ready to sweep the 
votes for Tinubu-Shettina Presidency in the 
state”.

Presenting the APC flags to all the 
party’s candidates in Kogi East amidst an 

enthusiastic crowd, Bello reiterated that Bola 
Ahmed Tinubu and his running mate Mr. 
Kassim Shettima, remained the Presidential-
Vice Presidential candidate Kogi was rooting 
for.

“Today, we are declaring to the world that 
Kogi APC is committed to coming up with 
the highest percentage among the entire 36 
states for the Presidential, Senatorial, House 
of Rep and State Assembly elections.

“It’s in the records that In 2019, you 
did deliver 100 per cent because you are 
trustworthy people and I believe this time 
around, similar feat will be repeated across 
board.

“Of course, such results will give Kogi a 
vintage advantage to demand for certain 
dividends from the central government after 
its emergence”, he said.

The governor, however, urged party 
supporters to reach out to their families, 

friends and associates to vote again for the 
ruling APC for outright victory.

Earlier, the Deputy Director General, 
Kogi APC Campaign Council and Deputy 
Speaker, Kogi State House of Assembly, Mr. 
Alfa Momoh-Rabiu, thanked the governor 
for giving the level playing ground for the 
emergence of credible candidates, which had 
made the council’s work easy.

Momoh-Rabiu said that all the candidates 
presented by the APC for the 2023 general 
polls were generous, popular and acceptable 
and assured that the party structure would 
galvanise support for them and guarantee 
their victory.

Sen. Jibrin Echocho, the Kogi East 
Senatorial candidate, said governor Bello’s 
developmental strides in Kogi East had 
done 80% of their campaign work while the 
remaining 20% was for each candidate to 
work on for outright victory.

Kogi  ‘ll Vote For Tinubu More Than Other States – Bello
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Independent National Electoral, INEC, has 
said it is currently investigating the viral video 
of extortion in Enugu East Local Government 
Area of Enugu State during the collection of 
Permanent Voter Cards, PVCs.

Mr Rex Achumie, Head of Department of 
Voter Education and Publicity in the Enugu 
State branch made this known when he spoke 
with the News Agency of Nigeria, yesterday 
in Enugu.

The video showed a woman extorting 

Prof. Pat Utomi, Convener, Big Tent Coalition for 
Obi-Datti Presidential Ticket, says the INEC must 
ensure the 2023 general elections are devoid of 
child voting and vote buying.

The political economist stated this in Lagos at 
a news briefing to flag-off the Big Tent Door to 
Door Campaign nationwide for the Labour Party 
presidential candidate, Mr Peter Obi ahead of the 
Feb. 25 Presidential Election.

Utomi said that INEC must use the 2023 
general elections as an opportunity to redeem its 
image.

He noted that a significant trust deficit in the 
relationship between the INEC and the Nigerian 
people had haunted the legitimacy of elections 
conducted so far.

He said that the INEC should put its integrity to 
bear by conducting credible elections and ensuring 
that under aged children were not allowed to vote 
as witnessed in previous elections in some parts 
of Nigeria.

Utomi noted that stopping under aged voting 
was easy with the introduction of the Bimodal 
Voters Accreditation System, BVAS that would 
make it impossible for children below the age of 
18 years to vote.

“Politicians have been the ones helping to 
register the under aged and ensuring that they 
voted. Thumbprint via the BVAS can detect the 
age of voters.

“Election monitors should look out for under 
aged voters and call the INEC’s attention to it for 

verification”, he said.
He said  that the INEC should also take care 

of the under populated areas, so that no eligible 
Nigerian would be disenfranchised, explaining 
that  neglect of under populated areas,  gave room 
for buying of votes in the past.

According to him, areas deserted as a result of 
activities of insurgents should be taken care of in 
the election and they should not be neglected as 
some still reside in the affected areas.

He explained that, if those areas of deficiency 
mentioned were not taken care of, those would 
become avenues for sabotage of the elections.

“It is important that INEC redeems itself before 
the world by explaining  the fear that deserted 
areas like Borno North and several corridors of 
insurgency become the areas of created votes; the 
issue of underaged voting and evidence that the 
BVAS is hack proof”,  Utomi said.

Utomi also frowned at attacks by politicians 
who belonged to different camps, stressing that it 
was not good for the advancement of democracy.

In the first Republic, there was civility among 
politicians of different leanings.

“Today people see those contesting in other 
parties as enemies rather than people who 
have competing ideas on how society should be 
organised.

“I say this because I have experience of subtle 
threats from people I consider friends passed 
through mutual friends.

“I am not troubled at all by the warnings for 

this battle about saving tomorrow for the future 
of our children,  in a case for which I have lived 
sacrificially and one for which I am not afraid to 
die.

“But it is for how such a take away from 
building elite consensus through rational public 
conversation can be a big negative for our 
prospects as a prosperous nation”, he said.

He said that the next two weeks would be used 
for the house to house campaign to convince the 
electorate on why they must vote for  Obi.

“There is no alternative to Obi. He is the only 
option we have to salvage this country”, he added.

While commending INEC for extending the 
date for collection of the Permanent Voters’ Cards, 
Utomi said in a biometric scenario they could be 
jettisoned.

“What is most needed in the BVAS are the 
face and the thumbprint, not the card. Once it 
recognised the face and thumbprint, the person 
should be allowed to vote”, he added.

However, Dr Chidi Okpalauba, one of the 
Directors of the Big Tent Coalition, said that the 
house to house campaign would be carried out 
by volunteers.

“So many people have volunteered and they 
will be taking off simultaneously nationwide to 
educate Nigerians on the Logo of the Labour Party 
and how best to thumbprint to avoid void votes.

“Every area around all polling units nationwide 
will be covered by the volunteers in all wards 
across Nigeria”, Okpalauba added. 

INEC Probes Viral Video Of Extortion 
During PVCs Collection In Enugu

Polls: Underage Voting, Buying Tests For INEC To Pass – Utomi

Obi

Yakubu

BY CALEB ISHAYA 

As the General Elections draw closer, the 
National Conscience Party, NCP, South-
South Zonal Council disassociate itself 
from the purported adoption of Peter 
Obi, the Presidential Candidate of the 
Labour Party. 

This disclaimer was issued by the 
National Conscience Party South - South 
after an emergency Zonal meeting held 
via zoom platform last week. 

According to the council, “The Zone 
under the leadership of the NDC South-
South and other NDCs from the other 
geo-political zones of Nigeria would 
support any candidate that has been 
collectively agreed upon. 

“The entire members that constitute 
the leadership of the Zone as enshrined 
in Article 5.1 of the Party Constitution 
during the meeting passed a resounding 
vote of confidence on Pastor Peters 
Omoragbon  as the National Deputy 
Chairman of the South-South Zone 
and reject in totality his purported 
expulsion from the party as not only 
unconstitutional but devoid of the 
principles of fair-hearing”.

Pastor Omoragbon appreciated all the 
zonal leaders for the confidence reposed 
on him to lead the council and promised 
to continue his service to the people 
through the National Conscience Party 
and the continuous promotion of the 
ideals and values of the Party Founder, 
Late Chief Ganiyu Fawehinmi, in the 
emancipation of the masses of Nigeria.

He informed the House that he has 
briefed his lawyers to sue Mallam 
Tanko and his cohorts like Barrister 
V.C. Odumejemba and Mrs Funmi 
Adebola for defamation of character 
and unconstitutional expulsion as 
arrowheads of conspiracy.

NCP South-
South Dissociates 
Itself From Obi’s 
Endorsement

N1,000 each from registrants who wanted to 
collect their PVCs.

She said in the video that the N1,000 
was to cover her transport fare and other 
stress she went through to get the cards to 
a primary school in a neighbourhood in the 
local government area.

Achumie said the woman in question is not 
a staff or ad-hoc staff of the INEC.

According to him, none of the people in the 
video are INEC employees.

“INEC wants to unravel how the cards got 
into the hands of the unscrupulous woman 
in the first place.

“We are looking at getting the Electoral 
Officer in charge of the area to liaise with his 
staff to know who actually gave the woman 
the cards”, he said.

Achumie assured that the INEC would 
get a clearer picture of the whole episode 
by Tuesday as well as “where and whom the 
woman in question is working for’’. 
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The Hausa-Fulani Community at Ajase-
Ipo in Kwara has adopted Prof. Oba 
AbdulRaheem, the Governorship candidate 
of the New Nigeria Peoples Party, NNPP, in 
the upcoming general elections.

The leader of the Hausa-Fulani 
community in Kwara, Alhaji Shehu 
Garba, made this known while receiving 
AbdulRaheem during a campaign tour to 
the area on Monday.

Garba lamented that successive 
administrations in the state had failed to 
add any value to their lives.

“We ask for the Ajase-Ipo Kara market 
is fenced, they didn’t do it. We left the 
ruling party because the All Progressives 
Congress, APC, was not doing well and we 
are fully in support of NNPP now.

“They are not paying us; we are spending 
our money, yet no support from them.

“I’m Seriki, the leader of the community, 
and I have not received a kobo since over 
20 years that I have been in the position.

“We have no water, no school, and no 
support from the government at all; we 
built our Palace and mosque with our own 
money”.

According to him, the community had 
resolved to support the NNPP, saying they 
wouldn’t have received APC or PDP the way 
they did to AbdulRaheem.

Addressing the community earlier as 
part of his campaign tour to Irepodun 
Local Government Area of the state, 
AbdulRaheem promised to make the Ajase-

President Muhammadu Buhari-led Federal 
Government has done more to make states 
economically viable than any previous 
administration, according to the Buhari 
Media Organisation, BMO.

In a statement signed by its Chairman 
Niyi Akinsiju and Secretary Cassidy 
Madueke, the group said that this was 
obvious from the role played by the Federal 
Government in the realisation of recently 
commissioned projects in Lagos State.

“It is no longer news that Buhari was in 
Lagos to commission at least three major 
projects in the State, but what many 
people may not know is the role played by 
the Federal Government in bringing the 
projects to fruition.

“We know that the State Gov. Babajide 
Sanwo-olu alluded to this in his speech 
at the commissioning, but what he spoke 
about does not cover what the Buhari 
administration did on the Lekki Deep Sea 

Port and other infrastructural projects in 
Lagos.

“In the President’s words, driven 
by his vision to bequeath a legacy of 
poverty elimination through job creating 
infrastructure, he placed all matters 
relating to the Deep Sea Port on top 
priority by giving unalloyed backing to 
the Nigerian Ports Authority and its 
supervising ministry, the Federal Ministry 
of Transportation.

Lagos State Governorship Candidate of the 
PDP, Dr Abdul-Azeez Adediran, Jandor, 
has appealed to the Inspector General of 
Police, Mr Usman Baba, to take measures 

to check incessant attacks on his campaign 
trains.

Adediran, at a news conference 
on Sunday, also called on President 
Muhammadu Buhari and the Independent 
National Electoral Commission, INEC, to 
intervene in the attacks.

The News Agency of Nigeria, reports 
that Adediran’s campaign train had been 
attacked by political thugs in Badagry, 
Ikorodu, Agege, Kosofe and Surulere, 
leaving some of his followers wounded 
and vehicles smashed.

It was also reported that the attack 
on Friday in Surulere was the third 
attack in succession where suspected 
hoodlums were said to have fired guns and 
destroyed some of the campaign vehicles 
in Adediran’s convoy.

Clearing issues around various attacks, 
Adediran noted that his change of 
campaign strategies by going to the people 
through his ward tours to sell himself to 

them had exposed him and his followers 
to huge threats and harassment from 
political thugs.

“I have constitutional backing to go 
everywhere to campaign for this election.

“Many of the people attacked are here 
because these attacks are not about me 
but the people, hence the account we are 
giving now.

“At Surulere, the moment I stepped out 
of the mosque, these boys came and began 
to shout “where is Jandor?”, and started 
to shoot everywhere. I quickly entered my 
car and we drove away.

“The thugs hijacked one of our cars. 
Before we knew it, all our campaign 
vehicles were damaged and the party 
secretariat was also damaged.

“We still want the IGP to take these 
happenings in Lagos State very seriously. 
Police should please live up to its 
constitutional responsibility of protecting 
our lives and property”, he said.

Kwara Hausa-Fulani Community 
Adopts NNPP Guber Candidate

Buhari Supported Lagos, Others To Be More Economically Viable  –  BMO

PDP Guber Candidate Tasks IGP On Attacks During Campaigns

Adediran

Abubakar

Alkali

Mrs Titi Abubakar, wife of former Vice-
President Atiku Abubakar, presidential 
candidate of Peoples Democratic Party, 
PDP, has urged Nigerians not to allow 
them to be misled by making the right 
choice in the 2023 general elections.

Titi said this at a stage play and mostra 
fotografica of her husband titled ‘Odyssey 
of the Man Atiku’, presented by the 
Directorate, Support Groups of the PDP 
Presidential Campaign Management 
Council, PCMC, in Abuja on Sunday.

She described Abubakar as the right 
man to rescue Nigeria from its current 
challenges, urging Nigerians, especially 
youths yet to collect their Permanent 
Voter Cards ,PVCs, to vote for her 
husband.

Titi, who said he had been married to 
Abubakar for the past 50 years, described 
him as a husband, philanthropist and a 
reliable man who could rescue Nigeria.

“Many people don’t understand Atiku, 
they see the wrong side of him. He is a 
philanthropist and a good husband.

“I advise Nigerian youths to follow the 
person that knows the road. Atiku is the 
person that knows the road. He was there 
as Vice-President and we should follow 
him.

“Don’t be misled by anyone. Atiku 
headed the economic team that worked 
with former President Olusegun 
Obasanjo, he can do it again.

“Atiku wants to give back to the society, 
what society has given him”, she said.

Titi added: “If you are yet to collect your 
PVC, go collect it and vote for the right 
candidate who is Atiku. He is sellable”.

She said that a vote for PDP and 
Atiku would be a vote for her and the 
development of Nigeria.

Titi, who said she was never idle when 
her husband was the Vice-President, 
promised that as wife to the President she 
would give priority to security, healthcare 
and education of children and women.

Also the former Gov. Olagunsoye 
Oyinlola of Osun described Atiku as a 
man of many virtues, including being the 
most experienced of all the presidential 
candidates.

Oyinlola also described Atiku as 
a humble man with a large heart, of 
which he identified himself as one of the 
beneficiaries.

Atiku’s Wife 
Urges Nigerians 
To Vote Wisely

Ipo Kara market more habitable, if elected.
He said he won’t neglect the Hausa-

Fulani community in Kwara, assuring them 
that he will not steal public funds like his 
predecessors.

The former Vice-Chancellor of University 
of Ilorin also promised to construct a 

security fence for the market as requested 
by the community.

Abdulraheem, the Talba of Ilorin, 
thanked them for supporting the party 
and urged them to vote for all the NNPP 
candidates from the President to the state 
House of Assembly. 
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BY DEBORAH MUSA, ABUJA

Cybercrime has become a plague amongst Nigerian 
youths, within and outside the shores of the 
country. This has affected Nigeria’s rating in the 
global world which is noticeable in the challenges 
Nigerians face when trying to acquire a visa to go 
abroad.

Nigeria’s passport is ranked 88 in the world by 
the 2023 passport index. Indeed, not a few persons 
have pointed to the high rate of cybercrime as a 
factor for this low ranking.

Also, cybercrime had in recent times led to 
the arrest and conviction of over 1,200 Nigerian 
youths. As a way of combating the upsurge, 
the Federal Government launched strategies 
to implement the new National Cyber security 
Policy and Strategy (NCPS) 2021. But will the 
new move stem the tide of the menace dogging 
our national pride? Deborah Musa attempts a 
review of the various moves towards achieving 
its implementation.

Cybercrimes can be defined as criminal 
actions committed via the use of information 
communication technology such as a computer 
or any other electronic means. 

In other words, it is regarded as any fraudulent, 
dishonest or improper use of communication 
technology to misrepresent facts in the hopes 
of gaining an advantage over other innocent and 
unsuspecting users. 

But despite the intention behind it, concerned 
Nigerians have expressed disappointment that 
lately, the government and its agency may have 
deliberately manipulated the provisions of the 
Cybercrime Act to police social media users and 
journalists to suppress freedom of expression 
while abandoning the primary objective of the law.

For instance, the Act empowers the President to 
designate certain computer systems or networks 
as critical national information infrastructure and 
offences committed against such as punishable 
under the act.

Such offences as reeled out can be punished with 
a death sentence or lesser punishment depending 
on the scale of the offence.

The offences identified

The law was enacted based on the understanding 
that threats to information and communication 
technology are a danger to Nigeria’s national 
security, affecting the country’s “economic, 
political, and social fabric”.

The Act also ensures the protection of critical 

national information infrastructure, and 
promotes cyber security and the protection of 
computer systems and networks, electronic 
communications, data and computer programs, 
intellectual property and privacy rights.

Others are; System interference, intercepting 
electronic messages and emails electronic money 
transfers, tampering with critical Infrastructure, 
willful misdirection of electronic messages, 
unlawful interceptions, computer related forgery, 
computer related fraud, theft of electronic devices, 
unauthorized modification of computer systems, 
network data and System interference, Electronic 
Signatures, reporting of cyber threats, Identity 
theft and impersonation, child pornography and 
related offences, cyberstalking, cybersquatting, 
racist and xenophobic offences, attempt, 
conspiracy, aiding and abetting, importation and 
fabrication of E-Tools, breach of Confidence by 
Service Providers, manipulation of ATM/POS 
Terminals, phishing and Spamming, spreading 
of Computer Virus, electronic cards related fraud, 
dealing in Card of another, purchase or sale of card 
of another, use of fraudulent device or attached 
e-mails and website, interception of electronic 
communications and obstruction and refusal to 
release information.

Now, the question has been whether or not the 
new move, if implemented would help in salvaging 
the situation.

When in 2017 president of the Information 
Technology System and Security Professionals 
(ITSSP), Mr Rogba Adeoye, called for proper 
implementation of the Cyber Crime Act 2015, he 
particularly harped on the fact that a lot of work 
should still be done as regards the activities of the 
Council of Advisers on Cybercrime. 

Adeoye noted that proper implementation of 
the Act would go a long way in curbing cybercrime 
which has funds for the implementation of the 
objectives of the Cybercrime Act. 

Government according to him, has constituted 
Advisers of the Cybercrime Act, saying the 
problem remains who keeps them on their toes, 
their assignments and how they intend to perform 
their duties?

“There is the need to have experts to be at the 
helm of affairs, so as not to allow quacks to take 
over the fight against cybercrimes.

“Leaving the fight in the hands of quacks will 
give room for funds to be taken out of the system,’’ 
he said.

“There should also be a place where people could 
go to seek redress, should they have any cyber 
issue complaints,”

While demonstrating that it could walk the 
talk, an Inter-Ministerial Committee managed 
by the office of the National Security Adviser had 
in 2015 produced a National Cyber Security Policy 
and Strategy document which was subsequently 
endorsed by the Government.

The policy was developed based on the 
understanding that threats to information and 
communication technology are a danger to 
Nigeria’s national security, affecting the country’s 
“economic, political, and social fabric.”

Fast forward to 2021, the Federal Government 
had swung into action and has begun moves to 
implement the new National Cyber security Policy 
and Strategy (NCPS) 2021.

As part of the arrangement, cyber security 
sensitisation workshops were put in place across 
telecommunications, defence and security, 
education, finance and capital market, energy, 
professional organisations, the private sector and 
judiciary sectors in the country. 

While announcing plans for the implementation 
at the end of the 7th Meeting of the Cybercrime 
Advisory Council convened by the National 
Security Adviser (NSA), Maj. Gen. Babagana 
Monguno (rtd), observed that the nation has 
battled an upsurge in cybercrimes, noting that 
the situation has led to the arrest and conviction 
of over 1,200 Nigerian youths.

He said; “The 7th Meeting of the National 
Advisory Council reviewed emerging risks in 
cyberspace and discussed modalities to facilitate 
and strengthen ongoing initiatives towards the 
implementation of the National Cybersecurity 
Policy and Strategy 2021.

“The Office of the National Security Adviser 
updated the council on the identification, 
designation and protection of critical national 
information infrastructure as specified in the 
Cybercrime (Prohibition, Protection etc) Act 2015. 

“The workshop series provided information 
tostrengthen cybersecurity governance and 
coordination, and build the capacity of relevant 
stakeholders on their responsibilities under the 
National Cybersecurity Policy and Strategy. 

“The workshops will also sensitise stakeholders 
on the expected deliverables, projected timelines 
and key performance indicators as required in the 
action plan for the strategy implementation”.

However, following the launch of the National 
Cybersecurity Policy and Strategy on February 
23, 2021 by President Muhammadu Buhari, 
the implementation and review of the maiden 
National Cybersecurity Policy and Strategy of 
the policy document was widely disseminated 
to federal ministries, departments and agencies, 
private organizations and relevant stakeholders 
for implementation.

The Budapest Convention, lawyer, group 
concerns

One year later, the National Security Adviser 
(NSA), Babagana Monguno, announced the 
ratification of its membership of the Budapest 
Convention, aimed at enhancing international 
cooperation in the fight against cybercrime.

In a statement by the Head of Strategic 
Communication, Office of the National Security 
Adviser (ONSA), Mr Zakari Usman in Abuja, 
Nigeria he said officially ratified its membership of 
the convention on July 6, after it met the needed 
requirements.

The development according to him follows the 
approval of the Federal Executive Council (FEC) 
on June 29, and the signing of the instrument of 
accession by President Muhammadu Buhari as well 
as transmission to the Council of Europe on July 6.

But despite the ratification and success recorded 
in curbing cybercrimes plaguing the social media 
space, condemnation is still trailing the move.

Speaking at a symposium on the issue, a 
human rights lawyer and Managing partner Law 
Corridor, Barr. Pelumi Olajengbesi expressed 
regrets that government merely attempted to 
silence opposition views in the online media 
through arbitrary interpretation and abuse of 
the Cybercrimes (Prohibition and Prevention) 
Act, 2015, particularly section 24 of the Act which 
addresses offensive and annoying statements on 
the internet otherwise known as cyber stalking, 
arguing that several journalists, bloggers and 
individuals have been arrested in this regard.

“Stories, articles and expressions published 
online have been deemed offensive, insulting or 
annoying with actionable consequences under the 
said section even when the stories are factual. 

“While some stories published through 
traditional media outlets (print and electronic) 
that were never sanctioned by the government 
have been attacked by the same government upon 
being rebroadcast or republished through online 
platforms. 

“The government considers these reports 
offensive and libelous because of the rising 
influence of online platforms in Nigeria as major 
sources of information dissemination,” he said.

Olajengbesi who spoke in Abuja at the 
symposium titled “Understanding the Cybercrime 
Act2015” said the Media ethics perspective, 
further stressed the need to understand the scopes 
of cybercrime in order to engage the authorities 
appropriately. 

Olajengbesi who was the guest speaker at the 
symposium insisted that crucial stakeholders 
must be given space to thrive in order to play 
their role as enshrined by relevant sections of the 
constitution.

Nigeria’s Cybercrime Act Of What Impact?

Adeoye noted 
that proper 
implementation of 
the Act would go a 
long way in curbing 
cybercrime which 
has funds for the 
implementation of 
the objectives of the 
Cybercrime Act. 

“
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Many Nigerians hold the notion and presume 
wrongfully that every money invested in 
various development projects by the three 
tiers of government came from one loan or the 
other.

The fact is that most of the money deployed 
to finance national development in this 
country was generated internally through the 
efforts of the Federal Inland Revenue Service 
(FIRS).

The rejuvenated FIRS is now turbocharged 
in its revenue drive to ensure that the 
country continues to finance the provision 
of transportation infrastructure, expansion 
in power generation, transmission and 
distribution and giving greater access to 
tertiary education to develop the necessary 
skilled manpower to support the economy and 
enhance our collective wellbeing.

One of the most visible evidence of the 
effectiveness and historic success in revenue 
generation by the FIRS is manifested in the 
fatness of the distributable money that became 
available to the three tiers of government 
in the country, especially within the last two 
years.

For it is on record that under the watch of 
FIRS Executive Chairman, Mr. Muhammad 
Nami and his team, the revenue declared at 
the Federation Account Allocation Committee 
(FAAC) meeting at least thrice  hovered around 
N1 trillion or even surpassed that figure at 
various months in the year 2022 . It was a feat.

This story regarding that feat  from a news 
outlet is simply nice: “The Federation Account 
Allocation Committee (FAAC) has shared a 
total sum of N902.053 billion in  November 
2022 as Federation Account Revenue to 
the Federal Government, States and Local 
Government Councils.” The sum  was a shade 
to a trillion Naira.

But a nicer story regarding shared money 
at FAAC in August 2022 runs thus: “The 
Federation Account Allocation Committee, 
has shared a total sum of N954.085 billion 
Federation Account Revenue to the Federal 
Government, States and Local Government 
Councils.  Details of the revenue put gross 

statutory revenue at N1. 066 trillion for the 
month of July 2022.”  The total was above a 
trillion Naira.

Yet another trillion Naira revenue shared 
at FAAC, courtesy of the FIRS, was reported 
in the media as quoted here: “The Federation 
Account Allocation Committee (FAAC), at its 
Meeting shared a total sum of N990.189 billion 
to the three tiers of government, as Federation 
Allocation for the month of December 2022.”

Read the clincher in the N990.189 billion 
distributed story: “the Gross Statutory 
Revenue of N1,136.183 billion was received 
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CARDfor the month of November 2022.” Again it 

was above a trillion Naira within 30 days.
Commentators on national issues, especially 

those focusing on  the provision of essential 
facilities that improve the wellbeing of 
Nigerians had repeatedly insisted  that  there 
is a strong linkage between those facilities and 
the trillions of Naira raked in by the FIRS.

The  direct role of the FIRS in enabling 
the three tiers of government to have the 
requisite financial muscles to fund  national 
development has placed the institution in the 
heart of national development.

The ability of the FIRS to generate revenue 
above its target in the era of Muhammad 
Nami became boldly obvious when  the Service 
collected N6.405 trillion in 2021, which was 
over a hundred percent of its collection target 
for the year.

It was the first time that the agency crossed 
the Six-trillion Naira mark. It was achieved in 
the face of an  economic downturn caused by  
the coronavirus pandemic.

The latest “FIRS 2022 Performance Update” 
report released by the Service indicates that 
the previous record of just over N6 trillion 
was dwarfed by the N10.1 trillion  revenue it 
garned for Nigeria in the year 2022.

The  direct role of the FIRS in enabling 
the three tiers of government to have the 
requisite financial muscles to fund  national 
development is best illustrated  by the over 
N10 trillion the revenue generation machine 
netted in for the federation in 2022.

The revenue Service said the amount 
was more than  96 per cent of its envisaged 
collection for the year.  It is reportedly the 
highest tax collected by the FIRS since its 
establishment in 1947.

The good news from the FIRS, which made 
it possible for FAAC to have fat distributable 
amount of money for national development  
has shown that with a sincerity of purpose in 
public service as demonstrated by Nami and 
his team, Nigeria can sustain its trajectory to 
becoming one of the top 15 best countries on 
earth within a generation. Money generated 
by the FIRS will finance the process.

It was the first time 
that the agency 
crossed the Six-
trillion Naira mark. It 
was achieved in the 
face of an  economic 
downturn caused 
by  the coronavirus 
pandemic.

“

FIRS Makes FAAC Fat
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