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Senior Special Assistant to 
the President on Sustainable 
Development Goals, SDGs, Mrs 
Adejoke Orelope-Adefulire, has 
dragged to court over allegations 
of fraud and contract scam.

 In a suit marked FHC/ABJ/
CS/1395/2022 filed at the Federal 

High Court Abuja, the Plaintiff, The 
Incorporated Trustees Of Project 
Twenty Million Club are asking 
the court to compel the Attorney-
General of the Federation and 
EFCC to investigate some alleged 
infractions in the agency which 
may not be unconnected with the 

unending allegations of frittering 
of public funds and various 
malfeasance in the financial 
activities of the agency.

It would be recalled that on 
Friday, January 27, 2023 the 
suit which was slated for hearing 
could not go on as the 2nd and 3rd 

Defendants were absent, without 
legal representation warranting 
the court to adjourn the matter 
to Monday, March 13, 2023 for 
hearing.

It was gathered that the 
activities of the agency has 
continued to be mired in large 

scale corruption allegations as 
many believed that the agency 
presidential aides office was being 
painted in bad light before the 
international Communities and 
funding partners who have pulled 
out in many countries over such 
incidents.
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Say banks must deliver on CBN’s February 10 deadline

Kick over deliberate action to frustrate cash swap programme
Extension relief for all, says CCSGG 

Want action against naira hawkers
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From left: 
Senior Technical 
Assistant to 
the Minister 
of Science, 
Technology 
and Innovation, 
FMSTI, Mr Mej 
Bassey; Minister 
of State for 
Sci, Tech and 
Innovation, 
Chief Henry 
Ikoh; Minister 
of Sci, Tech and 
Innovation, Sen. 
Adeleke Mamora; 
rep of the Board 
Chairman, 
Mr David 
Erabhahiemen; 
and D-G, NOTAP, 
Dr. DanAzumi 
Ibrahim, during 
the inauguration 
of the Governing 
Board of NOTAP 
by the Minister 
in Abuja, at the 
weekend.
PHOTO: NAN
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Operatives of the National 
Drug Law Enforcement Agency, 
NDLEA, have dismantled a 
trans-border drug cartel and 
arrested five leaders of the 
syndicates operating in parts 
of the world.

This was contained in a 
statement signed by the 
Director, Media and Advocacy, 
NDLEA, Mr Femi Babafemi, 
yesterday in Abuja.

Babafemi said the drugs were 
seized in a special operation 
that lasted weeks during 
which different quantities of 
skunk, methamphetamine and 
ephedrine were recovered.

He said air compressors used 
to conceal and distribute them 
globally were recovered during 
the operations.

He also noted that the special 
operation came on the heels of a 
warning by NDLEA Chairman, 

Buba Marwa, that drug barons 
and cartels would have it rough 
in 2023 if they fail to back out 
of the criminal business.

According to him, leaders 
of the cartel are spread across 
Dubai, UAE; Cotonou, Benin 
Republic; Togo; Oman, Thailand 
and Europe, as well as Lagos, 
Imo and Onitsha in Nigeria.

“They have been on Christmas 
and New Year holidays in 
their villages and were still 
coordinating efforts to send 
their illicit consignments to 
Dubai and other parts of the 
world.

“Their lid was blown open 
on Thursday, December 29, 
2022 when their freight agent, 
Collins Onyeisue, was arrested 
by NDLEA officers.

“Onyeisue was arrested at 
Skyway Aviation Handling 
Company, SAHCO, export shed 

of the Murtala Muhammed 
International Airport, MMIA, 
Ikeja, Lagos.

“The arrest of the suspect was 
for attempting to export three 
big automobile air compressors 
to Dubai.

“A quick follow up operation 
led to the recovery of additional 
five compressors at his home at 
24 Legacy road, Ayobo area of 
Lagos,” he said.

Babafemi noted that a total of 
27.50kgs of skunk were taken 
out of the air compressors after 
welding equipment were used 
to cut them open.

He added that further 
investigations revealed that 
the freight agent was working 
for a bigger organised criminal 
group.

According to him, as a result, 
extensive operational tools 
were deployed to track the first 

kingpin, Peter Obioma, who 
lives in Benin Republic and 
Togo but comes occasionally to 
do business in Lagos.

“The efforts paid off on 
Saturday, January 7 when 
Obioma walked into the waiting 
arms of NDLEA operatives with 
a bag containing additional air 
compressors.

“This was used to conceal 
15.7kgs of skunk and a 
crystalline substance that 
later tested positive to 
methamphetamine after the 
agency’s sniffer dogs identified 
compressors with drug 
concealment.

“Obioma’s statement led to 
the unraveling of two other 
leaders of the cartel: Dubai-
based Ugo Kelechi Alex (aka KC) 
and Iwueke Ugochukwu (aka 
Odugwu), an Onitsha-based 
businessman.

NDLEA Bursts Trans-border Cartel, Arrests 5 Kingpins

Monday, January 30, 2023

From left Commander 16 Brigade Nigerian Army/Sector 2 OPDS, Brig.-Gen. Salisu Yakasai; representative of the Governor of Bayelsa,  Akpoebi Agerabi;  during the West African Social 
Activities in Camp Tukur Buratai Elebele in Yenagoa, Bayelsa on Saturday. PHOTO: NAN

Adamawa State Police 
Command said it arrested five 
Cameroonians suspected to 
be involved in the attempt to 
kidnap one Emmanuel Ebel, 
resident of Jambutu, Yola-
North Local Government Area.

The command’s spokesman, 
SP Suleiman Nguroje, disclosed 
this in a statement on Saturday 
in Yola.

He stated that the crime 
was foiled, following reliable 

information received from a 
good Samaritan that led to the 
arrest of all illegal immigrants.

“Operatives attached to the 
State Intelligence Bureau foiled 
an organised crime to kidnap 
one Emmanuel Ebel a resident 
of Jambutu, Yola North Local 
Government Area.

“The command upon 
receiving the information 
designed a security ring around 
the target and luckily engaged 

the suspected kidnappers,” he 
stated.

Nguroje listed the suspects 
to include Chubrandom 
Safinga, 30; Ibrahim Tala, 
32; Ngosso Ndjombe, 28; 
Mmai Rostand, 32; and Nossu 
Ngambewo Ricky 27.

“All illegal immigrants from 
the neighboring Cameroon 
Republic were arrested 20 
minutes before implementing 
their organised crime.

“The Commissioner of 
Police, CP Sikiru Akande, while 
commending the OC of SIB and 
his men for their gallantry and 
professional conduct, also 
directed them to sustain the 
tempo as a strategy for crime 
prevention,” he said.

Nguroje noted that the 
commissioner urged residents 
to always inform the police of 
the whereabouts of criminals 
and their accomplices.

Police Arrest 5 Cameroonians For Kidnap In Adamawa

Ebonyi State Governor, David 
Umahi has lifted the embargo on 
the enthronement of traditional 
rulers in communities across the 
state.

Umahi made the 
announcement at the weekend 
during the All Progressives 
Congress, APC, Local 
Government Rally in Isu, 
headquarters of Onicha Local 
Government Area. 

It would be recalled that the 
governor had suspended the 
traditional ruler of Isinkwo 
community in Onicha Local 
Government Area, Mr Josephat 
Ikengwu, over alleged ongoing 
killings in his domain.

The governor directed 
the Commissioner for Local 
Government, Chieftaincy 
Matters and Rural Development, 
Mr Donatus Njoku, to embark 
on plans to ensure a seamless 
exercise.

He warned that killings in the 
area must stop, adding that curse 
would follow perpetrators of such 
crime.

He promised the people that 
he would work hard to ensure the 
elevation of the Federal College 
of Education in Isu to a university 
if elected senator to represent 
Ebonyi South. 

Umahi Lifts Embargo 
On Traditional Rulers 
Enthronement
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editorial MISSION STATEMENT
Our mission is to create hard-breaking national 
and international news, as it unfolds. We deliver 
unparalleled perspectives across multiple 
categories including politics, health, entertainment, 
education, classy, judiciary, parliament, foreign 
affairs, business, sports and more.

VISION STATEMENT
To operate a world class print media 

organisation collocated with 
positive journalistic ethics and 

practices at its peak to our beloved 
readers in Nigeria.

Nigerians received cheering news 
within 24 hours as the Independent 
National Electoral Commission, INEC, 
again, extended the deadline for the 
collection of Permanent Voters Cards, 
PVCs, by an additional one week.

PVC collection earlier scheduled to 
end January 29 is now to continue 
until February 5.

Besides, the good news from the 
country’s electoral umpire, the 
Central Bank of Nigeria also extended 
the January 31 deadline set to phase 
out old N1000, N500 and N200 
naira notes following the apex bank’s 
redesign policy.

It would be recalled that non 
collection of PVCs by registrants is 
a major subject of discourse as the 
upcoming general elections slated for 
February 25 and March 11.

Therefore, the announcement of an 
extension by the electoral body is a 
welcome development.

“Arising from reports from the 
various States and discussions with 
Resident Electoral Commissioners, 

Extension Of PVCs Collection
the Commission has decided to 
further extend PVC collection in all its 
Local Government Offices nationwide 
by an additional one week”, INEC had 
explained while giving rationale for 
the extension at the weekend.

Besides, the electoral body says, 
“Collection period has further been 
extended by an additional two hours 
and will start at 9: am and end at 
5:pm daily including Saturdays and 
Sundays”.

The Commission also clarified 
that it will continue to act on all 
reported cases of sharp practices 
during the ongoing PVCs collection 
as well as ensure that no Nigerian 
is disadvantaged and all those that 
carried out valid registration have an 
opportunity of collecting their PVCs.

It would be recalled that INEC earlier 
said a total of 93,469,008 eligible 
voters are on its voters register after 
the final cleanup that includes the 
removal of double registration and 
underage voters after the review of 
54,264 objections raised by members 

of the public.
In this vein, we call on all and sundry 

who are yet to obtain their PVCs to 
do the needful with a view to voting 
in the upcoming polls which is the 
seventh since the return to democracy 
in 1999.

The election is a great opportunity 
for citizens to elect a new set of leaders 
to govern Africa’s most populous 
country for another four years.

Therefore, we call on Nigerians to see 
the election as a way to move forward 
by voting for the right candidates in 
the forthcoming general elections. 
This further shows that the INEC 
management listens to the yearnings 
of the public and AljazirahNigeria 
commends Prof Mamood Yakubu’s 
led commission.

 Like others concerned, we say if you 
have not collected your Permanent 
Voter’s Card, catch the latest window 
provided by the INEC to get your PVC 
and turn up en masse to cast your 
vote on Election Day as slated in the 
INEC calendar.
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“Lekki Port, no 
doubt, will be a 
critical engine 
that will drive 
the Nigerian 
economy upon 
commencement of 
operations” 
– MD Lekki Port 
LFTZ Enterprise Ltd. 
Mr Du Ruogang
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“Customers queues to collect new 
naira note from Zenith Bank ATM at 

Mushin, Lagos. 

Photo: NAN
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 BY TPL. MUKHTAR USMAN GALADIMA

The challenges being faced 
in controlling development 
especially in the FCT would 
reduce if Nigerians are aware of 
the due processes involved.

The process of development 
or building in Abuja starts with 
obtaining valid title documents 
i.e. land documents that proves 
ownership which in the FCT is 
granted by the Minister.

When you get this allocation 
document, as soon as you 
are ready to commence 
development you come to the 
FCT Development Control 
Department which is currently 
in the process of simplifying 
this process in such a way that all 
lands based on their districts will 
put on its websites indicating the 
types of development required, 
because Abuja is a planned city 
with specific regulations in terms 
of building height, land use, 
setback, parking requirements 
etc.

So, before anyone even 
commences design, the 
person ought to come to 
the Development Control 
Department. You may have what 
you want in mind but there are 
minimum design standards that 
have to be followed, and for you 
to do that, you have to have a 

Due Process And Controlling 
Development In FCT

copy of the FCT development 
control manual which will guide 
you.

For commercial development 
there are certain required 
documents e.g. environmental 
impact assessment report, and 
if it is going for more than two 
suspended floors there has to be 
a soil investigation report to tell 
us the type of soil and whether 
it has the carrying capacity, and 
even the type of foundation that 
you’re going to have.

When all this is done there are 
teams that will visit the site and 
compare with the documents 
and reports you submitted. 
Once we’re satisfied with these, 
we now look at the drawings viz-
a-viz our requirements in the 
manual and now we compute 
what you are expected to pay to 
the government, the building 
plan processing fee, and when 
you pay that we stamp your 
drawing and convey approval to 
you.

This is stage one. In stage two, 
which is now on site, before 
you commence you have to 
inform the development control 
department of the date you 
intend to commence having done 
the excavation and foundation 
based on initial approval.

Once officials give the 

OK, you will be permitted to 
commence, and continue with 
reinforcement, columns, beams 
etc. Officials will continue to 
inspect the project until you 
reach the roofing stage; we call 
it stages inspection approval, to 
ensure there is conformity with 
land use because sometimes 
people modify what has been 
approved, from residential to 
commercial.

A certificate of completion 
and habitation is finally issued if 
everything is okay at the end and 
the owner can now enjoy his or 
her property.

Considering the time frame for 
all these, the urban regional and 
planning law states that approval 
for building plans must be given 
within a 90-day period otherwise 
reasons must be given as to why 
it is not. This process is currently 
being reviewed in such a way 
that, bearing all circumstances, 
you get your permit within 60 
days.

The fees to be paid for 
planning approval is subjective 
in the sense that it varies, from 
location to location, and phases, 
and residential is different from 
commercial or industrial. But the 
charges are based on volume of 
development, length, breadth, 
and height, thus the higher you 

go the higher the charge.
The challenges are therefore 

seen as opportunities and 
when tackled, i.e. when people 
commence development, people 
are employed to work so this 
translates to rapid development 
of the FCT.

Regional development offices 
were recently created by the FCT 
Administration so this will ease 
the development processes.

For those that want to 
circumvent all these development 
processes will lead to outright 
removal of such structures and 
we sanction the offenders, And 
we are also in the process of 
imposing stiffer penalties like 
imprisonment to deter people 
from violating the process.

Also any staff found involved 
in any scam the civil service 
rules would apply and this 
may lead to dismissal because 
some illegalities arise from 
compromise from within so we 
don’t compromise.

So anyone wishing to 
commence development in FCT 
should avoid quacks, they should 
come to the FCT Devt. Control 
Dept. for proper advice on how 
to go about it.

Tpl. Galadima, is the Director, 
FCT Development Control 
Department

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Putting Abacha Loots 
Return To Good Use

I am a regular reader of your 
Newspaper ‘ May I use this medium 
to express my views on the return 
of the Abacha loot to Nigeria by the 
United States of America.

I want to commend the 
Muhammadu Buhari led 
government for its relentless efforts 
in ensuring that the looted funds 
by the Late Abacha military regime 
was returned to Nigeria. I also 
want to seize this opportunity to 
hail the United States of America’s 
government for releasing the looted 
funds after several years.

A lot of concerns have been raised 
by well meaning Nigerians over the 
judicious use of the returned Abacha 
loot. Fears have been expressed 
for the loot not to be re-looted by 
greedy government officials as that 
has been the experience.

The Federal Government last 
week said it will use the fund on 
infrastructure development across 
the country.

I think that the Federal 
Government since it said it had 
no money to meet the demands 
of the ASUU should use part of 
the returned looted Abacha funds 
to settle the ASUU financial 
demand so as to quickly resolve 
their disagreement with the 
Union. I call on the government to 
make judicious use of the Abacha 
returned looted funds in addressing 
most pressing issues.

Jamila Usman, 
writes from Abuja



FROM FUNSO OJO, AKURE

Ondo State Commandant 
of Amotekun Corps, Chief 
Adetunji Adeleye said the 
state is not a place for 
criminals to thrive, even 
as the agency arrested 80 
suspected criminals in the 
last three weeks.

Adeleye, who made this 
known while parading 
some suspects at the 
weekend at the command’s 
headquarters, said “in 
the last three weeks, 80 
suspected criminals were 
arrested. In the last one 
week about 32 were taken 
to court for prosecution. 
Investigations are going 
on and some of them were 
found to be victims of 
circumstances. 

 Some of them engage in 
various criminal activities 
ranging from murder, to 
anti- grazing, stealing of 
motorcycles, grinding 
machines, keke napep, 
various house household 
equipment, including 
generator and armed 
robbery.

“Majority of these ones 
that we are parading 
today, having concluded 
investigations, some of 
them will be going to court 
early next week. This is what 
we have been able to put 
together since the last three 
weeks.

“A criminal is a criminal 
regardless of where they 
come from, we don’t want 
to give colour to criminality. 
Criminals should better leave 
Ondo State, not only within 
the town, but the forests too.

 “Some of these criminals 
were arrested right inside 
the forest. Again, the anti-
open grazing law is in 
force in Ondo State where 
we discourage the use 
of underage for grazing, 
especially when they engage 
in the destruction of farm 
products.

“Some of them engage in 
very massive destruction, 
we arrested some of those 
that were engaged in the 
destruction of one of the 
principal officers of the PDP 
that went viral. We caught 
and we brought them to 
book, they are part of those 
being paraded here, four of 
them were involved. 

  “In the last two weeks, 
we observed increase in the 
rate of missing people within 
the town. Our discreet 
investigations reveal that 
most of these people board 
Okada that are not registered 
with SITA and the Okada 
association, even their bikes 
are not registered at all, so 
it becomes very difficult to 
identify them,” he said.

We Arrested Over 
80 Criminals In 
3 Weeks - Ondo 
Amotekun

Fuel Price: Edo Sets Up Monitoring Team 
To Clampdown On Erring Filling Stations

Uzodimma Commiserates With Sule Over Son’s Death

FROM NWOGHA NDUBUISI, ABAKALIKI

Residents and Point of 
Sales, PoS, operators in 
Abakaliki, the Ebonyi 
State capital, have 
lamented the poor 
circulation of the new 
naira notes.

Our correspondent 
who interacted with 
some of the residents 
gathered that there 
was scarcity of the new 
naira notes despite the 
increased rejection of 
the old notes.

Narrating her bitter 
experience, Mrs 
Nwekori Celine hinted 
that she deposited her 
entire savings into her 
bank account hoping to 
withdraw the new naira 
notes for two days but 
all to no avail.

She explained that 
few banks within the 
urban area stopped 
paying through the 
Automated Teller 
Machine, ATM, making 
it difficult for people to 
access money for their 
immediate needs.

A PoS operator, 
Comrade Edward 
Nwenu described the 
hoarding of the new 
notes by commercial 
banks as a means to 
frustrate small business 
owners and appealed 
to the Central Bank of 
Nigeria. CBN, to extend 
the period of acceptance 
of the old notes.

Nwenu hinted that 
the scarcity of the 
new naira notes had 
affected their business 
as customers no longer 
accept the old notes.

Another operator, 
Mrs Angelina Ituma 
narrated that she 
stopped accepting 
the old notes since 
Tuesday last week 
when customers started 
rejecting the old money.

Our correspondent 
who went round 
major ATM points in 
town observed long 
queues of stranded 
customers waiting for 
the machines to start 
paying.

Some of the stranded 
customers appealed to 
the CBN to release more 
money into circulation, 
even as they monitor 
commercial banks to 
ensure that they do not 
resort to selling the new 
naira notes making it 
scarce for citizens.

Residents, PoS 
Operators Lament 
Poor Circulation of 
New Naira Notes in 
Abakaliki

Tragedy As 20 Dies In 
Lagos, Ondo Road Crashes 
FROM FROM FUNSO OJO, AKURE

No fewer than 11 persons 
whose identities are yet 
to be ascertained were 
burnt to death in a fatal 
motor accident yesterday 
at Soka Bridge in Ore, the 
headquarters of Odigbo 
Local Government Area of 
Ondo state

According to 
eyewitnesses, the accident 
involving a trailer and a 
Marcopollo bus was caused 

by one way driving by the 
trailer.

“The trailer passed 
through one way and in the 
process collided with the 
Marcopollo bus which is 
coming Benin road. The bus 
caught fire in the process,” 
an eyewitness said.

The Federal Road Safety 
Corps unit commander 
in Ore, Mr Sikiru Alonge 
confirmed the news to 
journalists.

He said the incident 

caused traffic congestion 
along the route and all the 
eleven persons were burnt 
beyond recognition.

“The fire has been 
extinguished, while the 
traffic is being controlled on 
the Benin/Lagos Lane.

“Efforts are on top gear 
with other security agencies 
to remove crashed vehicles 
from the road,” Alonge said.

He, however, urged 
motorists to always obey all 
traffic rules to avert further 

tragedy.
In a similar development, 

an articulated truck 
conveying a 20ft container 
yesterday fell on a 
commercial bus at Ojuelegba 
area of Lagos, killing nine 
persons.

The permanent secretary, 
Lagos State Emergency 
Management Agency, 
LASEMA, Dr. Olufemi Oke-
Osanyintolu said the truck 
lost control while ascending 
a bridge.

FROM IKHILI EBALU, BENIN CITY

Worried over the sharp increase 
in the pump price of petrol in Edo 
State, the state government has 
disclosed its intention to clamp 
down on petroleum marketers 
who divert the scarce commodity.

A statement by the 
Commissioner of Mining, Oil 
and Gas, Engr Ethan Uzamere, at 
the weekend, disclosed that the 
state government in conjunction 
with Nigeria Mainstream 
Downstream Petroleum 
Regulatory Authority, NMDPRA, 
is working out measures to 

source petrol for independent 
marketers in order to flood the 
state with fuel which will help 
to bring down the pressure on 
prices.

Uzamere said a monitoring 
team has been put in place by the 
state government to work hand 
in hand with security agencies to 
monitor sales and distribution of 
petrol.

He noted that: “All major 
marketers in the state are 
advised to desist from selling 
above the approved pump price 
in the interest of citizens.”

While reiterating the 
commitment of the state 
government to the economic 
wellbeing of Edo people, 
the commissioner warned 
petroleum marketers to desist 
from diversion of petrol and 
also collaborate with the state 
government and other relevant 
stakeholders to ensure a hitch-
free supply chain.

“The commissioner is calling 
on petroleum marketers to 
desist from the diversion of 
PMS and also collaborate with 
the state government and other 

relevant stakeholders to ensure 
a hitch-free supply chain, as a 
monitoring team had been put in 
place to work hand in hand with 
security agencies to monitor the 
sale and distribution of PMS,” he 
added.

Uzamere noted that the long 
lines at retail outlets in the Edo 
State capital, especially at the 
Nigeria National Petroleum 
Corporation, NNPC, Mega 
Station on Sapele Road, is caused 
by the bottleneck in the fuel 
supply chain and a shortfall of 
petrol at the depots.

FROM ONYEANUNA ONYEDIKACHI, 

OWERRI

Imo State governor, 
Senator Hope Uzodimma 
has commiserated with 
his Nasarawa State 
counterpart, Abdullahi 
Sule, over the sudden death 
of his son, Hassan.

Hassan reportedly died 
on Thursday at the age of 

36, according to a statement 
by Governor Sule’s Chief 
Press Secretary, Ibrahim 
Addra.

He was laid to rest on 
Friday, January 27 in Gudi, 
Akwanga Local Government 
Area of Nasarawa, the 
statement added.

In a statement on Friday 
by Governor Uzodimma’s 
Chief Press Secretary and 

Media Adviser, Oguwike 
Nwachuku, the governor 
said Hassan’s passing was 
shocking, devastating and 
a huge loss to the family, 
state and the country.

He regretted that Hassan 
died in his prime when he 
had a lot to contribute 
to the betterment of our 
society.

Uzodimma prayed God 

to grant Governor Sule, 
the widow of the deceased 
and all that he left behind 
the fortitude to bear the 
irreparable loss.

The governor also 
encouraged them to look 
up to God for the grace to 
weather the unexpected 
storm, just as he prayed for 
a peaceful repose of the soul 
of the deceased.

From left: APC Vice Presidential candidate, Senator Kashim Shettima and APC National Working Committee member, Hon. 
Dattuwa Ali Kumo, at the pary’s campaign office  in Abuja at the weekend. PHOTO: TYOZENDA TYOAKAA. 
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FROM IKHILI EBALU, BENIN CITY

Socio-political group, 
Riverine Peace Initiative 
in Niger Delta, RPIND, 
has called on the federal 
government and the 
Central Bank of Nigeria, 
CBN, to urgently look into 
the present fuel scarcity 
and shortage of new naira 
notes being experienced 
in the country.

The group said the 
federal government’s 
Intervention will reduce 
the present hardship 
being experienced by 
the people, mostly in the 
Niger Delta region.

A statement signed by 
its President, Comrade 
Toluwa Mulade and 
made available to 
AljazirahNigeria in Benin 
City, Edo State, said 
the intervention of the 
federal government will 
ensure that independent 
marketers do not take 
advantage of the scarcity 
and exploit Nigerians who 
are already in pains.

According to Comrade 
Mulade, the situation 
has come to the point that 
independent marketers 
despite having fuel in 
their various filling 
stations hoard and create 
artificial scarcity with the 
aim of increasing the price 
of fuel on a daily basis.

He said “the price of fuel 
has gone as high as N400 
or N500 a liter. Our people 
living in riverine areas 
are suffering seriously 
and to add injury to these 
lingering pain, the CBN’s 
withdrawal limit has 
made life unbearable for 
them. We cant continue 
to be silent in the face 
of man’s inhumanity to 
man.”

He appealed to the 
federal government 
and the CBN Governor, 
Godwin Emiefele to 
look into the difficulties 
in accessing these two 
essential commodities. 
“Election is just by the 
corner and people are 
suffering like this, I call on 
the federal government 
to urgently intervene 
and ensure that nobody 
is taking advantage of 
anyone.”

Comrade Mulade  noted 
that banks refusal to 
make the new naira notes 
available  is telling on 
everything in the country.

Fuel Scarcity, 
Shortage Of New 
Naira Notes: 
Group Tasks FG 
On Intervention 

Gunmen Kill 3 Policemen At 
Ebonyi-Enugu Border

Kwara: LG Workers, SUBEB To Receive N1bn 
Salary Arrears From SURE-P Refund

FROM HENRY IBYA, MAKURDI

Tiv and Jukun communities 
in Fiidi, Makurdi Local 
Government Area of Benue 
State have resolved to cease 
hostilities and give peace a 
chance.

The two warring 
communities arrived at the 
resolution after months of 
hostilities which had displaced 
hundreds of people from both 
communities, resulting to 
killings and destruction of 
property worth millions of 
naira.

The peace meeting was at 
the instance of the member 
representing Makurdi/
Guma in the House of 
Representatives, Mr 
Benjamin Mzondu, member 
of the House of Assembly 
representing Makurdi South, 
Mr Terwase Aondoakaa and 
Commissioner for Lands, 
Survey and Solid Minerals, 
Mr Bernard Unenge, at Fiidi 
Market Square.

Making his presentation, 
leader of Jukun community, 
Mr Danjuma Shuaibu told 
the gathering that the tussle 
was centred on ownership of 
fish ponds in the area, alleged 
land grabbing by their Tiv 
brothers and appealed to 
relevant authorities to take 
steps that would resolve the 
crisis permanently.

In his submission, kindred 
head of Fiidi, Chief Julius Adi 
recalled that the Tiv had lived 
peacefully with their Jukun 
counterparts for decades 
without issues, adding that 
both tribes had also inter- 
married and wondered the 
cause of the sudden hostilities 
which led to the destruction of 
lives and property. 

Having listened to the 
two warring factions, it was 
resolved that the Jukun and 
Tiv in the area should stay 
clear from the disputed fish 
ponds pending a final approval 
from the District Head of 
Ugondo, Chief Julius Hwakaa.

The meeting warned that 
anyone who disobeys the 
order should be treated like 
a criminal and handed to law 
enforcement agents to face 
penalty.

Making contributions 
separately, the district head 
of Ugondo appealed to both 
Jukun and Tiv people who 
fled the community as a 
result of the crisis to come 
back and continue with their 
normal activities, warning 
that henceforth, any of his 
subjects who fuels crisis 
within the troubled area would 
incur the wrath of elders, 
while the divisional police 
officer in charge of E- Division 
represented by ASP Festus 
Iyamu advised members of the 
two communities to embrace 
dialogue in resolving issues.

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT

Northern Governors Forum 
has condoled the Nasarawa 
State governor, Engr Abdullahi 
Sule, over the death of his son, 
Alhaji Hassan A.A Sule, who 

died at the age of 36.
In a message of 

commiseration, chairman of 
the forum and governor of 
Plateau State, Simon Lalong 
described the demise of the 

governor’s son as very painful 
and sad.

He said the departure of the 
young man at his youthful age 
is most unfortunate because he 
has a lot to offer to the society.

While urging the governor 
and his family to accept the 
development as the will of 
God, Lalong said the northern 
governors are with him at this 
moment of grief .

Warring Tiv, Jukun 
Communities Set 
For Dialogue

Northern Govs Condole Nasarawa Gov Over Son’s Death

confirmed the incident.
Although he did not give 

further details about what 
transpired, the attack left 
another officer injured.

The victim who was 
shot in the leg is said to 
be receiving treatment at 
an undisclosed medical 
facility in Abakaliki, the 
state capital.

A reliable police source, 
however, disclosed that 
the rampaging gunmen 
first attacked the military 
checkpoint at Idodo, 
Enugu State, before 

proceeding to the border 
checkpoint where they 
killed the three policemen.

Gunmen have been 
unleashing terror in 
Ebonyi and other south-
eastern states of recent, 
attacking security 
operatives and offices of 
the Independent National 
Electoral Commission, 
INEC.

Saturday’s attack is 
the latest in the series 
of deadly attacks on the 
police and other security 
agencies in the South-East.

Last December, 
gunmen attacked a police 
checkpoint in Abakaliki, 
killing a police officer.

The gunmen stormed 
the checkpoint on a 
motorcycle on December 
5, 2022 and opened fire on 
the police operatives. The 
situation forced operatives 
to return the fire, which led 
to a shoot-out.

A week earlier, suspected 
arsonists set ablaze the 
INEC office in Iboko, a 
community in Izzi Local 
Government Area.

Government, Chieftaincy 
Affairs and Community 
Development, Lafia Kora-
Sabi disclosed that on 
the receipt of the refund, 
a meeting was held with 
relevant stakeholders 
for appropriation and 
disbursement.

The commissioner 
disclosed that of N1 billion 
was set aside for the payment 

of outstanding arrears as 
done during the last tranche, 
while ex-council political 
office holders (1999-2016), as 
well as pension and gratuity 
were considered.

Also, some amount 
was set aside for projects 
execution for all the 16 local 
government councils.

It would be recalled that a 
similar meeting was also held 

among stakeholders when the 
first tranche of N3.5 billion 
was received.

According to the 
commissioner, this gesture 
is a demonstration of the 
transparency of the present 
administration under the 
leadership of Governor 
Abdulrahman Abdulrazak 
with funds meant for local 
government administration. 

Chairman, Auchi Progressive Association, APA, Mr Ahmed Umar (middle), receiving award of excellence from the representative 
of the Minister of State for Budget and National Planning, Dr Philip Ugbodaga, during the APA End of Year, Presentation of 
Award and Fund Raising for a Town Hall Project in Abuja during the weekend. With them is the Financial Secretary of the 
Association, Mr Nurudeen Aliu (left). PHOTO: NAN

BENUE

EBONYI

DELTA

KWARA

FROM CHARLES ONYEKWERE, 
ABAKALIKI

Unknown gunmen killed 
three policemen during 
an attack at a border 
checkpoint along Enugu-
Abakaliki Highway.

It was gathered that the 
gunmen, who drove two 
Sienna buses, struck on 
Saturday night, killing the 
three policemen on duty.

The Ebonyi State Police 
Public Relations Officer, 
PPRO, SP Chris Anyanwu 

FROM ABDUL SALAUDEEN, ILORIN

Kwara State government 
is preparing to offset an 
outstanding debt inherited 
from the past administration 
from SURE-P refund on 
behalf of the 16 local 
government councils.

Commissioner for Local 
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A’IBOM

BAUCHI

FCT

OSUN

From left: Chairman Nigeria Union of Journalists, NUJ, Lagos State Council, Mr Leye Ajayi; former Governor of Ogun State, 
Aremo Segun Osoba; President, NUJ, Chief Chris Isiguzo, Founder, Love of Christ Generation Church,Rev. Esther Ajayi,
her husband Rev Ademuyiwa and representative of Lagos State Governor Mr Gbenga Omotoso during  the Inauguration of 
remodeled NUJ Secretariat in Lagos, yesterday. PHOTO: NAN

BY OUR CORRESPONDENT

Founder of Princess 
Sylvia Foundation for 
the Less Privileged, 
Princess Sylvia Sarki 
said the organisation 
uses sports as a means 
of promoting peace and 
checkmating conflict in 
communities.

Sarki stated this 
at a football match 
between New Bwari 
and Bwari areas of 
the Federal Capital 
Territory, FCT, at the 
weekend.

Tagged ‘Reducing 
Conflict and 
Promoting Peace’, the 
founder said the event 
was meant to promote 
peace and harmony 
within and outside 
Bwari, an area council 
in the FCT.

According to her, the 
foundation has been in 
existence for the past 
six years and has done 
a lot within and outside 
Bwari community. 
“I decided this time 
around to organise 
one in New Bwari 
for the indigenous 
communities.

“The foundation is 
known for helping the 
less privileged. This 
year we plan to carry 
everybody along, not 
only the less privileged. 
2023 is a year of 
breakthrough, progress 
and a year of stepping 
forward. I therefore 
beg everybody 
to endeavour to 
accommodate and 
tolerate one another.

“We must embrace 
love and peace despite 
our religion, tribe and 
diversity, we are related 
to one another, as we 
have just one creator.  
Today’s message is that 
we need to live in love 
and peace because we 
cannot do without one 
another.”

Dignitaries that 
graced the occasion 
include the Esu of 
New Bwari, Prince 
Dima Zamaiyi, who 
thanked the founder 
for organising the 
programme meant 
to bring the two 
communities together 
in peace.

FROM INIOBONG SUNDAY, UYO

Nigerian Association of Resident 
Doctors, NARD, has called 
for 15 percent increase in the 
health sector’s budget to reflect 
the Abuja 2001 Declaration 
by African Heads of State and 
Governments.

National President of NARD, 
Dr Innocent Orji, who read the 
communique at the end of a 
three-day National Executive 
Council, NEC, meeting of 
the association in Uyo, Akwa 
Ibom State, lamented that the 
vital sector had been seriously 
neglected by successive 
governments, leading to the 
migration of key professionals.

The meeting had as theme 
‘Improved Welfare of Healthcare 
Workers: A Panacea for Brain 
Drain (Political and Doctors’ 
Perspectives).’

Orji said NARD also urged 
the Federal Ministry of Health 
to expedite action on checking 
brain drain by implementing 
the “one for one” policy on 
replacement of exited doctors 
and clinical staff.

“The association urges a 
speedy conclusion of the task 
and immediate implementation 
of their recommendations to 
improve healthcare service 
delivery and reduce emigration 
of skilled healthcare workers 
from the country.

“NEC calls for increased 
funding of the healthcare sector 
in the country by 15 percent 
annual in line with the 2001 
Abuja Declaration for Healthcare 
Financing in Africa and global 
best practices, as well as the 
digitalisation of services to 
improve the quality of healthcare 
delivery to citizens,” Orji said.

He also said the council 
urged chief medical directors 
of tertiary hospitals to take 
responsibility for security 
in their various hospitals, as 
NARD would no longer continue 
to watch its members being 
assaulted by staff, patients 
relatives or security operatives.

He said the association called 
on the Inspector-General of 
Police, IGP, to investigate and 
arrest the perpetrators of illegal 
shooting of one of its members 
in Delta State and to ensure they 
are adequately punished to serve 
as a deterrent to others.

The council also called on 
the National Assembly to 
make laws protecting the 
lives and wellbeing of doctors 
and healthcare workers as 
the rate of assault against its 
members within and outside 
the hospitals are alarming while 
Nigeria Governors Forum and 
all stakeholders were urged to 
prevail on the governors of Abia, 
Ondo and Ekiti to urgently pay 
arrears of salaries and allowances 
owed its members.

Foundation 
Exploits 
Sports For 
Peace, Conflict 
Resolution

NARD Raises 
Alarm, As Medical 
Tourism Ruins 
Health Sector

Hawking Redesigned Naira Notes, Punishable Act -CBN

FCTA Pensioners To Enrol In Health Insurance Scheme

Osun: NUT Tasks Members On Diligence

which is punishable under 
Section 21 subsection 4 of 
the Act. 

Some persons 
suspected to be Point Of 
Sales, POS, operators and 
Shared Agents Network 
Expansion Facilities, 
SANEF, agents have been 
reportedly hawking the 
redesigned new naira 
notes at exorbitant prices 
across the state in spite 
of the law prohibiting 
the hawking of new naira 
notes in the country.

It was equally gathered 
that trading in of new 
naira notes is receiving 
patronage, as customers 
thronged banks, rushing 
to beat the January 31 
deadline.

A cross check revealed 
that a bundle of N200 
notes goes for N25,000; 
N500 notes were being 
sold at N60,000 and 
N1000 notes sold at 
N120,000 for exchange.

Some traders have 
closed down their 

businesses over 
uncertainty on the 
deadline extension, even 
as many traders have been 
rejecting the old notes 
including filling stations. 

Reacting to the 
development, a financial 
expert, Dr Ahmad 
Abubakar urged relevant 
stakeholders to continue 
to monitor the situation, 
since the law forbids 
it, and all perpetrators 
should face the full wrath 
of the law. 

Resources Management, 
Bashir Muhammad, at the 
weekend, explained that 
the permanent secretary’s 
decision is aimed at giving 
a sense of belonging to its 
retired staff.

He said the move was also 
to keep with the promise 
made by the FCT Minister, 
Malam Muhammad Musa 
Bello when he met with the 
retired staff in December 
last year.

“We have directed that 
all FCTA pensioners be 
enrolled in the FCT Health 
Insurance Scheme and the 
registration is in progress. 

Forms have been issued to 
the retirees so that they will 
be captured,” the statement 
said.

The statement added that 
the FCT administration 
only owed its retired 
staff consequential 
increment which arose 
from the minimum wage 
implementation.

“What the FCTA 
is owing pensioners 
is the consequential 
increment that arose 
from the minimum wage 
implementation, we are on 
it. The budgetary processes 
have to be completed,” it 

added.
On the zero balance 

payment, the statement 
said: “The FCT pension 
department is also working 
with pensioners to ensure 
that everybody whose 
monies were deducted 
are paid, they were given 
one week to complete the 
process.

“FCT administration has 
been applauded for not 
owing its pensioners. The 
only issue is between the 
bank and the consequential 
increment that accrued as 
a result of the minimum 
wage implementation.”

stakeholders to enhance 
teachers welfare in the state.

Newly elected chairman of the 
union, Comrade Fatade Olatoke 
gave the charge at the weekend 
while answering questions 
from our correspondent.

Fatade, who promised 
training and retraining of 
teachers, said efforts would 
be made to collaborate with 

the State Universal Basic 
Education Board, SUBEB, 
Ministry of Education and 
relevant stakeholders to 
enhance members productivity 
and improve the quality of 
education in the state.

The Osun NUT chairman 
promised that his tenure in 
office will enhance unity and 
cohesion among members of 

the unions while complete 
welfare and betterment 
of members would be his 
priority.

Comrade Fatade, who called 
for the unalloyed support of 
the entire teachers and elders 
to enable him succeed, said his 
door is open for all and sundry 
in order to move the union 
forward.

FROM ABDULLAHI IDRIS, BAUCHI

Central Bank of Nigeria, 
CBN, has warned that 
hawking of the new naira 
notes is punishable under 
the law.

Reacting to reports 
of some unscrupulous 
individuals hawking 
the notes in Bauchi, a 
CBN official, Mr Jibrin 
said trading naira notes 
contravenes Section 21 
of the CBN Act 2007 

BY ISMAILA JIMOH, ABUJA

Arrangements are ongoing 
to ensure that pensioners 
in the Federal Capital 
Territory, FCT, benefit 
from the health insurance 
scheme. 

The Permanent Secretary, 
FCTA, Adesola Olusade 
gave the directive during 
a meeting with officials 
of Nigeria Union of 
Pensioners, FCT chapter.

A statement issued by 
the Director, FCTA Human 

FROM RICHARD AKINTADE, OSOGBO.

Nigeria Union of Teachers, NUT, 
Osun State Wing has charged 
members to discharge their 
duties diligently and efficiently 
according to the rules.

The union also assured of 
working assiduously with 
government and other relevant 

FCT
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FROM HENRY IBYA, MAKURDI

Benue State Police Command 
has arraigned a 35-year-old 
man, Mr Asemave Iorpuu and 
his female friend, Jennifer 
Aondohemba of no fixed 
addresses before a Makurdi 
Chief Magistrate Court for 
the alleged murder of a one-
year-old baby belonging to 
the second accused.

Presenting the First 
Information Report, FIR, 
the prosecuting police 
officer, Inspector Kuer 
Abur informed the court 
that on January 7, Terna 
Iorember of Mbashima 
village in Konshisha Local 
Government Area reported 
to the police that the first 
accused, Mr Iorpuu conspired 
with the second accused, 
Aondohemba and took the 
victim who is the biological 
son of the second accused 
from her former husband 
and killed the boy in the 
bush, adding that the victim’s 
corpse was set ablaze.

According to him, during 
police investigation, the 
suspect was arrested and 
confessed to committing 
the offense but revealed that 
they both agreed to kill the 
boy so that they could travel 
to Kwara State together.

FROM HARUNA ALIYU USMAN, 

BIRNIN KEBBI

No fewer than 1,300 
corps members  of 2023 
Batch A Stream 1 posted 
to Kebbi State for the one 
year mandatory service 
under the National Youth 
Service Corps, NYSC, took 
the oath of service at the 
permanent orientation 
camp, Dakingari, Suru Local 
Government Area.

The Chief Judge, 
Abubakar Umar, represented 
by Justice Hassan Kuwa, 
performed the oath of office 
on the corps members.

While declaring the 
camp open, Governor 
Atiku Bagudu assured the 
corps members of adequate 
security throughout their 
service year.

Bagudu, represented 
by his Deputy, Colonel 
Samaila Dabai (rtd), said 
“the government of Kebbi 
State will do everything 
within its capacity to 
ensure a conducive and 
secure environment during 
and after your orientation 
course.

“Kebbi State is peaceful, 
I have also directed various 
security agencies to double 
their efforts towards 
ensuring that adequate 
security measures are put 
in place. 

Police Arraign Man, 
Female Friend Over 
Baby’s Murder In 
Benue

1,300 Corps Members 
Take Oath In Kebbi

Uzodimma Describes Late Ex-Dep Gov, Udeagu, As Real Statesman

Lassa Fever: Edo Confirms 115 Cases, 13 Deaths 

BY MARIAM SANNI

Executive Vice Chairman, 
EVC, and Chief 
Executive of Nigerian 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
Commission, NCC, 
Professor Umar Danbatta, 
was at the weekend, 
decorated with the 2022 
Regulator of the Year 
Award at the prestigious 
11th Edition of Vanguard 
Personality of the Year 
Award where men and 
women who distinguished 
themselves in their various 
fields of endeavours were 
honoured.

According to a 
statement signed by the 
Director of Public Affairs, 
NCC, Reuben Muoka, the 
award was conferred on 
Danbatta in recognition 
of his effective regulatory 
achievements through 
cutting-edge initiatives, 
especially during his first 
five years in office during 
which Nigeria’s telecom 
sector showed spectacular 
landmarks, at a glamorous 
ceremony in Lagos.

According to Vanguard 
Newspaper Limited, 
the organisers of the 
event, his initiatives 
strengthened the role of 
the telecommunications 
sector as a major 
contributor to the 
growth of Nigeria’s 
Gross Domestic Product, 
GDP, as well as telecoms 
investment inflows from 
$36 billion in 2015 to over 
$70 billion.

Danbatta also 
spearheaded a campaign 
to improve broadband 
penetration from the 
paltry five percent at the 
time of his appointment 
to about 30 percent 
in 2018. The EVC is 
currently among those 
leading the charge for 
the realisation of a new 
national broadband 
penetration target of 70 
percent by 2025 since his 
reappointment in 2020.

While presenting the 
award, the Erelu Kuti IV 
of Lagos, Chief Abiola 
Dosunmu, said Danbatta 
was eminently qualified 
and deserving of the 
distinct recognition 
conferred upon him.

Other eminent 
Nigerians who 
distinguished themselves 
in professional excellence 
and service to humanity 
in the private and public 
sectors were conferred 
with various categories 
of awards at the event 
including the President 
of Dangote Group, Alhaji 
Aliko Dangote who won 
the Personality of the Year 
Award.

Danbatta Bags 
Vanguard’s 
Regulator Of The 
Year Award

HSGFP: FG Begins Release Of 
Funds To Primary Schools
BY BLESSING OTOBONG-GABRIEL

Federal Ministry of 
Humanitarian Affairs, 
Disaster Management and 
Social Development has 
commenced the release of 
funds for the second school 
term of the National Home-
Grown School Feeding 
Programme.

A statement issued 
yesterday by the ministry 
said as public primary 
schools resume nationwide, 
funds for the first cycle 
of feeding in 2023 are 
being released to state 
governments appointed 

vendors across participating 
schools for the provision of 
free meals to enrolled pupils 
so as to encourage enrolment 
and support their nutrition.

According to the 
statement, “This is to 
inform the general public 
that the Federal Ministry of 
Humanitarian Affairs has 
commenced the release of 
funds for the second school 
term for the National Home-
Grown School Feeding 
Programme.

“The programme is an 
initiative of President 
Muhammadu Buhari’s 

administration aimed at 
providing one nutritious 
meal to pupils of primary 
one to three in public 
schools.

“Through this programme, 
state governments are 
responsible for ensuring 
that meals are prepared 
and served to pupils using 
funds released by the federal 
government. Every feeding 
cycle is to last 20 days in a 
month, five days in a week.

“Currently the 
programme is feeding close 
to 10 million pupils in over 
50,000 public primary 
schools.

“The Minister of 
Humanitarian Affairs, 
Disaster Management and 
Social Development hereby 
calls on participating state 
governments to ensure that 
all actors involved ensure 
good service delivery and 
that released funds are 
utilised according to the 
programme’s design.

“The general public, 
parents, headmasters and 
teachers, NGOs/CSOs are 
also urged to report any 
compliance issue via our 
Reporting Application 
(available for download on 
IOs and Android).”

FROM ONYEANUNA ONYEDIKACHI, 

OWERRI

Governor Hope Uzodimma of 
Imo State has described the 
late former deputy governor of 
the state, Engr. Ebere Udeagu, 
as a real statesman who served 
the state faithfully.

Uzodimma spoke on 
Saturday while paying his 
last respect to the former 
deputy governor, alongside 

members of the Imo State 
expanded executive council, 
when Udeagu was laid in 
state at the Sam Mbakwe 
Executive Council Chamber in 
Government House, Owerri.

The governor said he was 
personally present to receive 
the body on behalf of the 
government and people of 
Imo State, “because Udeagu 
was a man who served Imo 

State diligently, with total 
commitment and indeed a 
man of faith who resisted all 
temptations while he was in 
office.

“The late deputy governor 
persevered, tolerated 
everything that was capable 
of provoking any human 
being on earth, yet had hope 
in God. He is a real statesman 
who committed to the interest 

of the state and the country.”
The governor noted that 

when he assumed office in 
2020, “Udeagu was one of the 
few Imo leaders who came 
and showed commitment, 
expressed interest on the 
need to develop Imo State 
and eschewed every ill-feeling 
that was not going to help Imo 
State. My respect for him will 
never diminish.”

FROM IKHILI EBALU, BENIN CITY

Edo State government has 
confirmed eight additional 
cases of Lassa fever, 
raising the total number of 
confirmed cases to 115.

Commissioner for Health, 
Professor Akoria Obehi, who 
disclosed this to journalists 
in Benin City, said the state 
also recorded one more death 
from the disease, raising the 
fatality figure to 13.

She said government 

is stepping up efforts to 
contain the disease across 
communities, urging 
residents to complement its 
efforts by complying with all 
laid down protocols against 
the spread of the disease.

According to her, “We have 
confirmed eight new cases 
of Lassa fever in Edo State, 
raising the total number 
of confirmed cases to 115. 
With the new figure, we now 
have 40 persons, including 26 
adults and 14 children who 

are currently receiving care 
at Irrua Specialist Teaching 
Hospital.”

Noting that the state is 
adequately prepared and 
equipped to handle reported 
cases of Lassa fever, Professor 
Akoria said if you experience 
symptoms such as severe 
headache, vomiting and 
high fever, among others, 
you must quickly rush to the 
nearest health care centre 
closest to you to report.

She charged them to reach 

out to the disease surveillance 
or notification officers within 
their local government areas 
if they have been in contact 
with someone confirmed to 
have Lassa fever or suspect 
any symptom of the disease 
or any other priority diseases.

The commissioner noted 
that the State Disease 
Surveillance and Notification 
Officer can be reached on 
08060593802 while the 
state epidemiologist can be 
contacted on 08064258163.

 From left: Former Governor of Ogun State, Chief Segun Osoba, Gov. Seyi Makinde of Oyo State and former Governor of Akwa 
lbom State, Obong Victor Attah during the Vanguard Personality of the year Award in Lagos, recently. PHOTO: NAN
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BY TEDDY NWANUNOBI, ABUJA AND HENRY IBYA, MAKURDI

Nigerians heaved a sigh of relief yesterday, as 
the Central Bank of Nigeria, CBN, extended 
the deadline for the withdrawal of the old 
naira notes to February 10, 2023.

AljazirahNigeria reports that the apex 
bank had earlier fixed the deadline to return 
the old N200, N500 and N1000 notes on 
Tuesday, January 31.

But Nigerians were frustrated that they 
could not meet the window to return the old 
naira notes, and urged the CBN Governor, Mr. 
Godwin Emefiele and President Muhammadu 
Buhari to extend the deadline.

In response to the request by millions of 
Nigerians, the CBN, in a press statement 
yesterday, in Abuja, by its Director of 
Corporate Communications, Osita 
Nwanisoba, said that, “the apex bank has 
extended the deadline”.

The additional 10 days added by the Bank is 
to allow Nigerians to meet up with the date.

Meanwhile, Civil Society Organisations, 
CSOs, under the auspices of the Coalition 
of Civil Society Organisations on Good 
Governance, CCSGG, are prepared for a 
showdown with banks over non-compliance to 
the apex bank’s directives on the distribution 
of the new naira notes.

It would be recalled that customers have 
frowned at their banks’ inability to comply 
with the CBN’s order.

It has been alleged that the banks 
deliberately frustrated the CBN’s cash swap 
programme with the Deposit Money Banks, 
DMBs, which suffered a setback due to 
scarcity of the new naira notes occasioned by 
the banks’ reluctance to distribute the new 
notes to their customers.

The CBN had announced its intention to 
partner with some commercial banks, Super 
Agents, Mobile Money Operators and Point 
of Sale, PoS, merchants to increase circulation 
of the new naira notes. 

The apex bank said the PoS operators 
would receive the new banknotes from their 
designated commercial banks in exchange for 
the old naira notes from residents in areas 
outside Lagos and Abuja.

According to CBN, five out of 11 commercial 
banks operating in Nigeria were selected to 
provide the redesigned naira notes to PoS 
operators for the cash swap programme.

These are – United Bank for Africa, UBA, 
Zenith Bank, First City Monument Bank, 
FCMB, First Bank of Nigeria, FBN, Holdings, 
and Access Bank Plc.

The CSOs frowned at some of the citizens  
hawking the new naira notes in some major 
cities and call on the security agencies and 
commercial banks to apprehend and prosecute 
those involve in this crime in line with section 
21 of the CBN Act, 2007, punishable under 
section 21 subsection 4 of the Act. The groups 
also mandate banks to deliver on the new date 
as instructed by the CBN governor.

Investigation carried out by 
AljazirahNigeria at the weekend revealed 
that people were freely hawking the new naira 
notes in motor parks in Kaduna, Lagos, Port 

Harcourt and Kano. In fact, one of the hawkers 
revealed that they bought from a bank though 
he refused to mention the bank.  There were 
no new notes available in almost all the ATM 
machines in Makurdi, Benue State. Musa said, 
residing in Makurdi said someone from a bank 
sold to them in certain percentage.  We paid 
N70,000 to N130,000 to obtain N500,000 
new notes and we sell N20,000 of N1000 at 
N25,000.

The CSOs alleged sharp practices 
by bank managers who connived with 
corrupt Nigerians to frustrate the Federal 
Government’s efforts of bringing sanity to 
the system.

Meanwhile, Nigerians have applauded the 
CBN and President Muhammadu Buhari for 
the extension of the deadline for the swapping 
of the old naira notes with the redesigned new 
notes.

They applauded the decision to extend the 
deadline from January 31 to February 10, 
describing it as a great relief to Nigerians, 
especially, the ordinary citizens.

Mrs. Mary Mbam, a trader, who deals in 
foodstuffs, urged CBN authorities to step up 
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BY DEBORAH MUSA, ABUJA.

Federal High Court in Abuja is to deliver judgement 
today (Monday) in a suit seeking the removal of 
President Muhammadu Buhari from office on account 
of alleged illegalities in the 2019 presidential election.

The judgment billed to be delivered by Justice Inyang 
Ekwo will also resolve a request seeking to stop the 
conduct of the 2023 presidential election.

A notice for the judgement sighted by our 
correspondent at the Federal Ministry of Justice in 
Abuja indicated that the verdict would be handed down 
by 9am by Justice Ekwo.

The notice was directly served on the Attorney-
General of the Federation, AGF, and Minister of Justice 
as the chief law officer of the federation.

A presidential candidate in the 2019 election on 
the platform of Hope Democratic Party, HDP, Chief 

Ambrose Owuru instituted the legal action against 
Buhari and the Independent National Electoral 
Commission, INEC.

Among others, Owuru wants the court to determine 
the legality or otherwise of INEC’s decision during 
which it shifted the election from February 16 to March 
23, 2019.

He claimed that INEC acted against the constitution 
in the “illegal and unlawful” way and manner that the 
presidential poll was shifted, and that the declaration 
of Buhari as winner of the “unlawful” act should be 
declared null and void and of no effect.

Owuru, a British-trained lawyer called to the 
Nigerian Bar in 1984, however, asked the court to 
declare him winner of the poll.

The ground of his claim was predicated on the fact 
that the petition he lodged against Buhari has not been 
adjudicated upon by the Supreme Court as required 

by law.
The politician claimed that his petition at the 

Supreme Court was unjustly dismissed, following his 
absence in the apex court due to discrepancies in the 
hearing dates conveyed to him.

He therefore prayed the court to remove Buhari and 
declare him (Owuru) the authentic president and that 
Buhari should be compelled to refund all monies he 
collected as salaries, emoluments and security votes.

The HDP presidential candidate also asked the court 
to order his inauguration for a four-year tenure of office 
upon removal of Buhari from office and that the Federal 
High Court  should stop INEC from conducting the 
2023 presidential election.

Claiming that his tenure is being usurped by 
President Buhari, the plaintiff prayed that the court 
should compel him to refund all monies he collected 
as salaries, emoluments and security votes.

Court To Deliver Judgement In Suit Seeking Buhari’s Removal From Office Today

plans to make the new currencies available.
Mbam said that making the new naira notes 

available in various commercial banks would 
allow them to circulate and bring a boost to 
their businesses.

“The decision is a welcome development, 
I’m feeling like climbing the mountain top. 
These whole processes have crippled a lot of 
businesses because of the scarcity of the new 
naira notes, which is still in limited circulation.

“My business has slowed down since I 
stopped collecting the old naira notes.

“I commend the CBN for the extension and 
I hope they will make the bills much more 
available within the period,” she added.

Mr. Charles Mkpuma, a provision shop 
owner, said the extension is a big relief to 
traders and citizens, calling on the commercial 
banks to stop hoarding the new notes.

Mr. Jonathan Okechukwu, a teacher, said 
that he has not been able to see N1,000 of the 
redesigned notes since the new policy started, 
urging both the apex and commercial banks to 
leverage on the extension to devise strategies 
to make the new currencies available in the 
market.

“Most shops in my street have stopped 
collecting the old currencies and such action is 
crippling their businesses. We need the federal 
government’s intervention at ensuring that 
these currencies are fully in circulation before 
Feb. 10”, he added.

In a related development, the Economic 
and Financial Crimes Commission, EFCC, 
and the Independent Corrupt Practice 
Commission, ICPC.

The CBN has deployed personnel of the 
EFCC and ICPC to all the bank branches 
across the country.

The CBN Governor, Godwin Emefiele, 
disclosed this yesterday after briefing 
Buhari on the implementation of the naira 
redesign and extension of the deadline for 
old notes.

The CBN governor made the allegation 
at the first Monetary Policy Committee 
meeting last week.

But in a fresh development, the 
governor said the CBN has deployed 
deputy governors and senior staff across 
its branches in the country to monitor the 
circulation of the notes.

“Although we have received some reports 
of breaches by some bank branches, we 
have agreed with the executive chairmen of 
the EFCC and ICPC to assist us by sending 
their staff to all CBN and bank branches to 
join in monitoring the implementation of 
this guideline.

“The aim is to ensure compliance with 
the laid down guideline. We are happy that 
so far, the exercise achieved a success of 75% 
of the N2.7 trillion held outside the banking 
system. Nigerians in rural areas, our villages, 
the aged and the vulnerable have had the 
opportunity to swap their old notes leveraging 
the agent naira initiative as well as the CBN 
senior staff sensitisation exercise”, Emefiele 
said.

Say banks must deliver on CBN’s February 10 deadline

Kick over deliberate action to frustrate cash swap programme
Extension relief for all, says CCSGG 

Want action against naira hawkers



KSA, World Leaders Urge Restraint On Escalating Israeli-Palestinian Violence

Saudi Arabia has strongly 
condemned the burning of copies 
of the Qur’an by extremists in 
the Danish capital, Copenhagen, 
“in a new provocative step to the 
sentiment of millions of Muslims 
around the world.”

Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
reiterated the Kingdom’s position 
which “strongly rejects all these 
blatant acts that have unfortunately 

been repeated in several European 
capitals recently under the pretext 
of freedom of expression, without a 
clear reaction toward stopping these 
practices.”

The Kingdom called on all 
European governments in which 
these extremist violations occurred, 
to urgently address all these practices 
that contribute to fueling hatred 
and conflict between followers of 

religions, the ministry said in a 
statement.

Rasmus Paludan, a far-right 
activist who holds both Danish 
and Swedish citizenship, already 
infuriated the Muslim world by 
staging a Qur’an-burning protest in 
Sweden on January 21. On Friday, 
Paludan replicated the stunt in front 
of a mosque as well as the Turkish 
Embassy in Copenhagen and vowed 

to continue every Friday until 
Sweden is admitted into NATO.

Several regional and international 
organizations, including the 
Organisation of Islamic Cooperation, 
Muslim World League, Arab 
Parliament and Gulf Cooperation 
Council, also issued statements 
strongly denouncing the incident, 
along with Pakistan, Jordan, Turkiye 
and Oman.

Tabuk has concluded its 
participation in the second 
Municipal Investment Forum at 
Riyadh International Convention 
and Exhibition Center which 
was organised by the Ministry of 
Municipal and Rural Affairs and 
Housing.

The municipality’s pavilion at the 
forum boasted of a large number of 

visitors, including businessmen, 
investors and other interested 
parties, who viewed the projects 
and investment opportunities 
available.

Hussam Al-Youssef, mayor of 
Tabuk, noted that the region’s 
participation aimed at presenting 
opportunities available for 
investment, along with highlighting 

the attractions of the area, and its 
competitive assets.

He added that the municipality 
offered 112 investment 
opportunities in the fields of 
logistics, tourism, and commercial 
and entertainment support.

He said two contracts worth 
more than SR40 million, $10.66 
million, had been signed for 

investment projects, one of which 
was for commercial, entertainment 
and hotel activities, the other for 
collecting and recycling paper.

Tabuk Municipality signed a 
memorandum of understanding 
on the sidelines of the forum with 
a technical company specialising in 
the Internet of Things.

Kingdom Condemns ‘Provocative’ Qur’an Burning In Denmark

Municipal Investment Forum Ends In Riyadh

World Leaders Urge Restraint On Escalating Israeli-Palestinian Violence

Saudi Arabia has warned of the 
situation between Palestinians and 
Israelis escalating further after an 
attack on a synagogue in Jerusalem.

“The Kingdom condemns targeting 
civilians, stressing the necessity of 
stopping the escalation, reviving 
the peace process and ending the 
occupation,” the Kingdom’s Foreign 
Ministry said.

World leaders also denounced the 
escalating violence and called for calm 
after a series of deadly incidents in the 
West Bank and Jerusalem.

An Israeli raid in the Jenin 
refugee camp on Thursday killed nine 

Palestinians. This was followed by a 
deadly shooting outside a Jerusalem 
synagogue on Friday and a gun attack 
by a 13-year-old Palestinian boy that 
wounded two in the city on Saturday.

Oman condemned “all forms of 
violence and terrorism that target 
civilians and undermine security and 
stability.”

Egypt said it “strongly condemned” 
the synagogue attack and “any attack 
against civilians.”

The UAE denounced “criminal acts” 
and all “violence and terrorism aimed 
at undermining security and stability 
in contravention of human values and 

principles.”
President Joe Biden spoke with 

Israeli Prime Minister, Benjamin 
Netanyahu to underscore that the 
synagogue shooting “was an attack 
against the civilized world.”

Russia’s foreign ministry called for 
“maximum restraint” on both Israelis 
and Palestinians.

“We perceive this development 
of events with deep concern. We call 
on all parties to exercise maximum 
restraint and prevent further escalation 
of tension,” the ministry said in a 
statement.

“Recent events clearly confirm the 

need to urgently relaunch a constructive 
Palestinian-Israeli dialogue and to 
renounce unilateral actions,” it added.

The European Union denounced this 
week’s attacks in Jerusalem and urged 
Israel to only use lethal force as a last 
resort.

“The European Union fully 
recognises Israel’s legitimate security 
concerns, as evidenced by the latest 
terrorist attacks, but it has to be 
stressed that lethal force must only be 
used as a last resort when it is strictly 
unavoidable in order to protect life,” 
said the bloc’s chief diplomat, Josep 
Borrell.

Saudi Arabia reported 21 new cases 
of COVID-19 , according to the 
Ministry of Health.

The total number of cases in the 
Kingdom over the course of the 
pandemic has consequently grown 
to 827,828.

The authorities also confirmed 
two new COVID-19-related deaths, 
raising the total number of fatalities 
to 9,568.

Of the new infections, 10 were 
recorded in Jeddah, three in Riyadh 
and two in Dammam. Several other 
cities each recorded one new case.

The ministry also announced 
that 32 patients had recovered 
from COVID-19, bringing the total 
number of recoveries to 815,418. It 
said 2,842 cases were still active.

A total of 16 patients are in 
critical condition, according to the 
ministry.

Authorities arrested 16,301 
people in one week for breaching 
residency, work and border security 
regulations, according to an official 
report.

A total of 9,274 people were 
arrested for violations of residency 
rules, while 4,395 were held over 
illegal border crossing attempts, 
and a further 2,632 for labor-related 
issues.

The report showed that 532 
people were arrested for trying 
to enter the Kingdom illegally. A 
further 95 people were caught trying 

Kingdom Reports 21 
New COVID-19 Cases, 2 
Deaths

… 16,301 Illegal 
Immigrants Arrested In 
One Week
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Saudi franchise retailer, Cenomi 
Retail plans to divest 26 non-strategic 
brands as part of the strategy to 
rationalise its brand portfolio, the 
company said in a Tadawul filing. 

Formally known as Fawaz 
Abdulaziz Alhokair & Co., the Riyadh-
based firm said it wants to focus on 
“Champion Brands” occupying the 
number one or two positions in their 
sectors. 

In the first phase of its 
transformation programme, Cenomi 
Retail has decided to divest three 
brands under Azal restaurant and 
Shawarma Almuhalhl for SR25 
million, $6.66 million.

This comes as Cenomi Retail 
has completed the acquisition of 
30 Subway restaurants across the 
Kingdom while adding directly 
operated stores to its sub-franchisor 
store footprint. The company said 
this strategic growth in the food and 
beverage sector will be furthered 
by 17 additional Subway locations 
opening in 2023 as well as 15 
Cinnabon openings.

“We have made a number of 
well-considered transactions 
that fully support the ambitious 
transformation journey that we 
are taking Cenomi Retail on. This 
includes a stronger focus on key 
areas of growth, such as F&B, and 
our partnership to bring Subway to 
the Kingdom is a clear example of this 
in action,” said Mohamad Mourad, 
interim CEO, Cenomi Retail. 

He added that the company is 
firmly focused on being the retail 
brand partner of choice as well as the 
number one retailer for consumers 
in the Kingdom. “We will continue 
to identify and work with brands 
that align with our strategic goals, 
represent a diversified mix of sectors 
and support the country’s own 
ongoing transformation.”

According to the statement, the 

Cenomi Retail Plans To Divest 26 Brands To Focus On Key Offerings 

King Abdullah Port recorded a 3.25 
percent in container throughput 
in 2022 and cemented its position 
among the world’s fastest-growing 
ports, said a statement issued 
yesterday.

“We are proud that King 
Abdullah Port reported a 
positive performance in 2022 
notwithstanding international 
trade facing challenges arising from 
global economic headwinds. This 
achievement is a validation of its 
robust business model, its industry-
leading capabilities and offerings, 
and the undisputed role it plays in 
Saudi Arabia’s logistics and maritime 
sectors,” said Jay New, the port’s CEO.

The port has had a successful year 
in 2022, receiving recognition as the 
“second fastest-growing port in the 
world” in April from Alphaliner, a 
global leader in analysing maritime 

transport data, port capabilities, and 
the future of vessels and shipping 
route development.

The port has been honored twice 
with this prestigious ranking in 
the last four years, reflecting its 
commitment to continuous efforts 
to further develop its infrastructure, 
improve the depth and breadth of its 
offering, and enhance its operations.

The port handled 2,905,306 
twenty-foot equivalent units of 
containerised cargo at its container 
terminal, up from 2,813,920 TEU 
recorded in 2021. In another major 
milestone, the port facilitated the 
shipping of 288 trucks to Australia 
as part of its first ro-ro trial.

“Despite the challenging outlook 
for 2023, we are optimistic that the 
port will emerge stronger this new 
year to cement our position as one 
of the fastest and top-performing 

growing ports globally. We remain 
committed to providing the highest 
level of service to our customers and 
partners and contributing to national 
efforts to achieve the goals of Vision 
2030,” the CEO added.

In May 2022, the port reached a 
milestone of handling 15 million TEU 
in a record time since its container 
terminal started operations 9 years 
earlier. Additionally, it rose from 
second place to first place, making 
it the most efficient container port 
in the world, according to the 2021 
Container Port Performance Index, 
published by the World Bank and S&P 
Global Intelligence in May 2022.

Substantial growth was also seen in 
most segments within King Abdullah 
Port’s non-containerised sector 
such as break bulk 143 percent, and 
agri-bulk 108 percent.  Other bulk 
categories increased 52 percent.

King Abdullah Port Records 3.25% Growth In Container Throughput

Cenomi Retail has completed the acquisition of 30 Subway restaurants across the Kingdom

company has already appointed 
advisers for the divestment process, 
and the brands earmarked for disposal 
are expected to have a revenue impact 
of SR288 million, with an uplift in the 
profitability of SR25 million accruing 
once the divestment programme gets 
completed. 

“This programme will support the 

evolution of the brand portfolio. It 
facilitates the continued focus on 
bringing the most coveted winning 
brands to the Kingdom to meet 
consumer needs and support the 
growth of retail across the country,” 
the company added. 

Earlier in January, to catalyse 
its digital transformation journey, 

Cenomi appointed three chief 
technology and information officers 
for Cenomi Group, Cenomi Centers 
and Cenomi Retail.

Binoo Joseph joined as CTIO of 
Cenomi Group, Lijo Kankapadan as 
CTIO for Cenomi Centers, and Sunil 
Nair took on the role of CTIO in 
Cenomi Retail.

Jim Zogby, president of the Arab 
American Institute, said that the 
group pressed the secretary to 
impose “consequences,” on Israel’s 
government for the violent actions 
targeting Palestinian civilians. 
“Israel operates with impunity and 
Palestinians lose hope. We offered 
specific suggestions on things they 

For centuries, mountain tribes 
have maintained their traditional 
way of life in some of the world’s 
most isolated places, preserving a 
distinctive linguistic and cultural 
heritage that is rarely seen or heard 
by wider society.

That is why Saudi Arabia’s 
southwestern Asir region recently 
hosted the second annual Qemam 
International Festival for Mountain 
Performing Arts, inviting 14 
international groups and 16 Saudi 
ensembles to share their unique 
dance and storytelling traditions.

The week-long event, which closed 
on January 27, is thought to be the 
world’s first festival dedicated to 
performing arts from mountainous 
regions, featuring acts from Morocco, 
China, South Korea, Switzerland and 
India, among other places, to explore 
their common themes of artistry.

Performances were held at Asir’s 
Malik Historical Palace, Al-Mushait 
Palaces, the Castles of Abu Nuqata 
Al-Mutahmi, Basta Al-Qabil, Abu 
Shahra Palace in Al-Masqi, Shamsan 
Castle and Bin Adwan Heritage 
Village.

Festival-goer, Abdullah Al-
Shehri rarely finds opportunities to 
expose his four-year-old, Fahad, to 
his family’s Moroccan heritage. He 
was therefore thrilled to attend a 
performance of the Berber ahidous 
dance by a visiting Moroccan folk 
troupe.

“This festival calls for people to 
see something new. There’s definitely 
much to see,” Al-Shehri told the 
media.

Abha was the first city in the 
Kingdom to win the Capital of Arab 
Tourism title in 2017. The Qemam 
festival is only the latest event in 
the region’s cultural calendar that 
is proving a draw for domestic and 
foreign tourists alike. 

from Masafer Yatta in the West Bank.
“Decades of US acquiescence 

to Israel’s policies of settlement 
expansion, land confiscation, home 
demo-litions, and a range of other 
human rights violations have led 
to an Israeli sense of impunity and 
Palestinian despair,” their statement 
said.

might do.
Consequences are important. 

Israel should be made to pay for bad 
behavior,” he told the media.

Members of the delegation 
expressed concern about US policy 
objectives and the situation in 
Palestine, not just in Jenin but also 
the mass displacement of Palestinians 

Blinken Completed Plans To Travel To The Middle East yesterday

Qemam Festival 
Showcases World’s 
Mountain Tribal Cultures
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CBN’s Monetary  And Credit Policy Measures 2022/2023
In 2022/2023, the primary objective of monetary 
policy remains the maintenance of price and 
financial system stability that is consistent with 
inclusive and sustainable growth. Consequently, 
there would be reliance on traditional monetary 
policy tools, complemented by unconventional 
measures. 

The Bank will sustain measures to abate 
inflationary pressure through effective liquidity 
management and enhance the realisation of the 
FGN National Development Plan, 2021-2025. 
The Bank shall continue to be proactive in its 
oversight of the banking system to maintain 
a sound, stable and efficient financial system 
that supports the conduct of monetary policy. 
The monetary targeting framework remains the 
monetary policy strategy in the period, with 
implicit inflation targeting.

Consequently, growth in broad money supply 
would remain the intermediate target, while there 
would be close monitoring of short-term interest 
rates to avoid volatility with the ultimate goal of 
anchoring expectations in the financial markets.

During the period, the Bank would deploy 
appropriate measures consistent with its objectives 
of ensuring internal and external balance of the 
economy.

The measures would include the following: 
Open Market Operations ,OMO, shall remain the 
primary instrument for liquidity management. The 
CBN, through OMO auctions, shall engage in the 
sale or purchase of CBN Bills and other designated 
instruments as may be prescribed from time to 
time by the Bank, with the objective of maintaining 
the banking system liquidity at levels consistent 
with its monetary policy stance.

The use of OMO shall be complemented with 
discount window operations, including repurchase 
agreements ,repo, and reverse repurchase 
agreements ,reverse repo; foreign exchange 
operations and cash reserve requirements. All 
authorised Money Market Dealers  ,MMDs, shall 
be eligible participants at the auctions.

Cash Reserve and Liquidity Ratios shall 

continue to be deployed as prudential and liquidity 
management tools. The Cash Reserve Ratio for 
deposit liabilities which stood at 27.5% in 2021 
shall continue to apply, subject to review by the 
CBN inline with prevailing economic and liquidity 
conditions. The maintenance period for the Cash 
Reserve Ratio shall be as prescribed from time 
to time.

The minimum liquidity ratio for commercial, 
merchant and non-interest banks shall be 
retained at 30.0%, 20.0% and 10.0%, respectively, 
subject to review from time to time. During the 
period, loans to deposits ratio shall be a maximum 

of 80.0%. 
The Net Open Position ,NOP, limit, long or 

short, of the overall foreign currency assets and 
liabilities, inclusive of on and off-balance sheet 
items, shall not exceed 10.0% of shareholders’ 
funds unimpaired by losses using the gross 
aggregate method.

The aggregate foreign currency borrowing 
of a domestic bank, excluding inter-group and 
inter-bank borrowing, shall not exceed 125.0% 
of shareholders’ funds unimpaired by losses. 
Banks are expected to adopt the following risk 
mitigation strategies, among others:

i. All borrowings should be hedged using 
financial market tools acceptable to the CBN; 

ii. Borrowings must be subordinated debts 
with prepayments allowable only at the instance 
of the bank and subject to prior approval of the 
CBN; and 

iii. All debts, except trade lines, shall have a 
minimum fixed tenor of 5 years.

The maximum Net Foreign Currency Trading 
Position of Authorized Dealers that shall be 
allowed is between 0.5% and10.0% of their 
shareholders’ funds unimpaired by losses. This 
limit is to be maintained at the close of business 
each day and subject to periodic review.

In furtherance to the Revised Guidelines for 
the Operation of the Nigerian Inter-bank Foreign 
Exchange Market issued on June 15, 2016 and 
other circulars, manuals and policies; the CBN 
shall sustain efforts at promoting transparency, 
efficiency, and liquidity in the market. Thus, 
the Bank shall sustain its surveillance of the 
foreign exchange market and participate through 
intervention, by buying and/or selling foreign 
exchange in approved foreign currencies as  and 
when necessary.

The revised guidelines for the 
operationalization of the Nigeria foreign 
exchange market released on June 15, 2016 which 
introduced the Naira settled Over the Counter 
,OTC, futures shall remain in force during the 
period. Thus, to enhance efficiency in trade and 

post-trade activities and build confidence in the 
financial markets, all participating banks are 
mandated to pledge collateral of N1.0 billion 
worth of Government/CBN securities for OTC 
settlement as provided in Circular FMD/DIR/
CIR/GEN/09/003 dated May 31, 2018. 

The discount window at the CBN shall be 
available for authorised dealers to access within 
the period. The window and the instruments 
available shall be operated in line with the circular 
FMD/DIR/PUB/GUI/01/001 dated April 12, 2021 
titled ‘Guidelines for the Conduct of Repurchase 
Transactions Under the CBN ‘Standing Lending 
Facility’ ,SLF, shall be open to Deposit Money 
Banks ,DMBs, and other eligible financial 
institutions that have executed the Nigerian 
Master Repurchase Agreement ,NMRA, with 
the CBN. Eligible counterparts with temporary 
liquidity shortfalls can access the CBN window 
for the overnight facility to bridge the gap.

The Standing Deposit Facility ,SDF, shall be open 
to authorised dealers with excess liquidity at the 
close of interbank operations. In line with Circular 
FMD/DIR/CON/OGC/12/2019 titled ‘Guidelines 
on Accessing the CBN Standing Deposit Facility’, 
issued on July 10, 2019, the remunerable daily 
placements by banks at the SDF shall not exceed 
N2.00 billion or as may be reviewed by the Bank 
and Facilities attract interest at the rate prescribed 
by the MPC from time to time. 

The Intra-day Liquidity Facility ,ILF, shall enable 
Authorised Dealers to access liquidity at the CBN 
window and repay within the same business day 
at no cost. This collateralised facility enables the 
Authorised Dealers to meet intra-day liquidity 
shortfalls. Failure to repay within the day shall 
automatically convert ILF to SLF at a punitive 
interest rate. 

In line with efforts at deepening the non-
interest financial markets and facilitating liquidity 
management, the following instruments and any 
other designated instruments as may be prescribed 
by the Bank shall remain accessible by the Non-
interest Financial Institutions.

In furtherance to the 
Revised Guidelines for the 
Operation of the Nigerian 
Inter-bank Foreign 
Exchange Market issued 
on June 15, 2016 and 
other circulars, manuals 
and policies; the CBN 
shall sustain efforts at 
promoting transparency, 
efficiency, and liquidity in 
the market....
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Manufar Matakan Ba Da Lamunin Kuxi Na CBN 2022/2023
A cikin 2022/2023, babban maqasudin 
manufofin kuxi shi ne kiyaye farashi da 
kwanciyar hankali tsarin kuxi wanda ya yi 
daidai da ci gaba mai xorewa kuma mai xorewa. 
Sakamakon haka, za a sami dogaro ga kayan 
aikin manufofin kuxi na gargajiya, waxanda ke 
cike da matakan da ba na al’ada ba.

 Bankin zai ci gaba da xaukar matakan rage 
hauhawar farashin kayayyaki ta hanyar gudanar 
da ingantaccen tsarin samar da kuxaxe da 
kuma inganta aiwatar da shirin raya qasa na 
FGN, 2021-2025. Bankin zai ci gaba da zage 
damtse wajen sa ido kan tsarin banki don kiyaye 
ingantaccen tsarin hada-hadar kuxi mai inganci 
wanda ke tallafa wa gudanar da manufofin 
kuxi. Tsarin niyya na kuxi ya kasance dabarun 
manufofin kuxi a cikin wannan lokacin, tare da 
qaddamar da hauhawar farashin kayayyaki a 
fakaice. 

Sabili da haka, havakar samar da kuxi mai 
yawa zai kasance matsakaiciyar manufa, yayin 
da za a yi sa ido sosai kan yawan kuxin ruwa 
na xan gajeren lokaci don guje wa rashin 
daidaituwa tare da babban burin tabbatar da 
tsammanin a kasuwannin hada-hadar kuxi.

 A cikin wannan lokacin, Bankin zai 
qaddamar da matakan da suka dace daidai da 
manufofinsa na tabbatar da daidaito na ciki da 
waje na tattalin arziki. 

Matakan su ne kamar haka: Ayyukan Buxe 
Kasuwa, OMO, za su kasance kayan aiki na 
farko don sarrafa kuxi. Babban bankin na CBN, 
ta hanyar gwanjon OMO, zai shiga sayarwa ko 
sayen takardun kuxi na CBN da sauran kayan 
aikin da Bankin ya tsara daga lokaci zuwa 
lokaci, da manufar kiyaye tsarin banki a daidai 
lokacin da ya dace da manufofinsa na kuxi. .

Amfani da OMO za a haxa shi tare da 
ayyukan rangwame, gami da yarjejeniyar sake 
sayen, repo, da yarjejeniyar sake sayen, ‘reverse 
repo’; Ayyukan musayar waje da buqatun ajiyar 
kuxi. Duk Dillalan Kasuwancin Kuxi masu 
izini, MMDs, za su kasance masu cancantar 
halartar gwanjon.

 Ma’ajiyar Kuxi da ma’auni na Liquidity za 
a ci gaba da tura su azaman kayan aikin kulawa 

da hankali. Akwai matsakaicin tsabar kuxi don 
biyan kuxin ajiya wanda ya tsaya a kashi 27.5 
a cikin 2021 za a ci gaba da aiki, bisa la’akari 
da yanayin tattalin arziki da na kuxi na CBN. 
Lokacin kiyayewa don Raba Kasuwancin Kuxi 
zai kasance kamar yadda aka tsara daga lokaci 
zuwa lokaci. 

Za a kiyaye mafi qarancin rabon ruwa na 
kasuwanci, kasuwanci da bankunan da ba ruwa 
a kashi 30.0, da kashi 20.0 da kuma kashi 10.0, 
bi da bi, qarqashin bita daga lokaci zuwa lokaci. 
A cikin lokacin, lamuni zuwa rabon ajiya zai 
zama matsakaicin kashi 80.0.

 
Matsayin Buxaxxen intanet, NOP, iyaka, 

tsawo ko gajere, na gaba xaya kadarorin kuxaxen 
waje da kuma abin da ake bi, wanda ya haxa da 

abubuwan da ke kan ma’auni da kashewa, ba za 
su wuce kashi 10.0 na kuxin masu hannun jari 
ba tare da lalacewa ta hanyar asara ta amfani da 
babbar hanyar tarawa ba. 

Jimillar rancen kuxaxen waje na bankin cikin 
gida, ban da qungiyoyin da rancen banki, ba za 
su wuce kashi 125.0 na kuxin masu hannun jari 
ba tare da asara ba. Ana sa ran bankuna za su 
yi amfani da dabarun rage haxari, da sauransu: 

i. Ya kamata a killace duk wani rance ta 
hanyar amfani da kayan aikin kasuwar hada-
hadar kuxi wanda CBN ke karva; 

ii. rance dole ne a qarqashin basussuka tare 
da biyan kuxin da aka ba da izini kawai a misali 
na banki kuma a qarqashin amincewar CBN 
ta farko; 

iii. Duk basussuka, ban da layukan 
kasuwanci, za su sami qayyadaddun tenor na 
shekaru 5. 

Matsakaicin Matsayin Kasuwancin Kuxin 
Waje na Net na Dillalan Izini waxanda za a ba 
su izini shi ne tsakanin kashi 0.5 zuwa 10.0 na 
kuxaxen masu hannun jarin da ba su da lahani 
ta hanyar asara. Wannan iyaka shi ne a kiyaye 
shi a qarshen kasuwanci kowace rana kuma a 
qarqashin bita na lokaci-lokaci.

A ci gaba da sabunta qa’idojin gudanar da 
kasuwar musayar kuxaxen waje ta Najeriya 
tsakanin bankunan Najeriya da aka fitar a ranar 
15 ga watan Yuni, 2016 da sauransu, litattafai da 
manufofi; CBN zai ci gaba da qoqarin inganta 
gaskiya, inganci, da kuma samar da kuxi a 
kasuwa. Don haka, Bankin zai ci gaba da sa 
ido kan kasuwar canji kuma ya shiga ta hanyar 
shiga tsakani, ta hanyar sayen da/ko sayar da 
musanya na qasashen waje a cikin kuxaxen 
qasashen waje da aka amince da su idan ya 
cancanta. 

Sharuxxan da aka sabunta don gudanar da 
kasuwar canji ta Najeriya da aka fitar a ranar 
15 ga Yuni, 2016 wanda ya gabatar da Nairar 
da aka daidaita tsarin ‘Over the Counter’, OTC, 
makomar za ta ci gaba da aiki a cikin wannan 
lokacin. Don haka, don inganta ingantattun 
harkokin kasuwanci da bayan ciniki da kuma 
samun qwarin gwiwa a kasuwannin hada-hadar 

kuxi, an wajabta wa dukkan bankunan da ke 
shiga hannu su yi alqawarin bayar da lamuni 
na Naira biliyan 1.0 na asusun gwamnati da 
CBN don sasanta OTC kamar yadda aka 
tanadar a takardar ‘Circular FMD/DIR/ CIR/
GEN/09/003’ ta ranar 31 ga Mayu, 2018. 

Shirin rangwame a CBN zai kasance ga 
dillalai da aka yi wa izini don shiga cikin 
wannan lokacin. Tsarin da kayan aikin da ake da 
su za a yi aiki da su daidai da takardar ‘Circular 
FMD/DIR/PUB/GUI/01/001’ mai kwanan 
wata Afrilu 12, 2021 xauke da taken ‘Sharuxxa 
don Gudanar da Mu’amalolin Sake Saye A 
Qarqashin Cibiyar Bayar da Lamuni ta CBN, 
SLF, Za a buxe wa bankunan asusun ‘Deposit 
Money’, DMBs, da sauran cibiyoyin hada-hadar 
kuxi waxanda suka aiwatar da yarjejeniyar Sake 
Sayayya ta Najeriya, NMRA, tare da CBN. 
Abokan takwarorin da suka cancanta tare da 
qarancin kuxi na wucin gadi za su iya shiga 
tsarin CBN don kayan aikin dare don cike givin. 

Wurin ajiya na Tsaye, SDF, zai kasance a buxe 
ga dillalai masu izini tare da wuce gona da iri a 
qarshen ayyukan banki. A bisa tsarin takardar 
‘Circular FMD/DIR/CON/OGC/12/2019’ 
mai taken ‘Qa’idojin Shiga Babban Bankin 
CBN, wanda aka fitar a ranar 10 ga Yuli, 2019, 
kuxaxen da bankunan ke karva a SDF a kullum 
ba za su wuce Naira biliyan 2.00 ba. ko kuma 
kamar yadda Bankin da Kayan aiki za su iya 
dubawa suna jawo sha’awa a qimar da MPC ta 
tsara daga lokaci zuwa lokaci. 

Tsarin ‘Intra-day Liquidity Facility’, ILF, zai 
bai wa Dillalan Izini da damar samun kuxin 
shiga a tsarin CBN kuma su biya a cikin wannan 
ranar kasuwanci ba tare da farashi ba. Wannan 
kayan aikin da aka ba da haxin kai yana ba wa 
Dillalan Izini damar saduwa da qarancin kuxi 
na rana. Rashin biya a cikin rana zai canza ILF 
zuwa SLF ta atomatik a qimar riba mai gwavi

 Dangane da yunqurin zurfafa kasuwannin 
hada-hadar kuxi da babu ruwa da kuma sauqaqe 
sarrafa kuxin ruwa, waxannan kayan aikin da 
duk wasu kayan aikin da Bankin ya tsara za 
su kasance masu damar samun cibiyoyi masu 
zaman kansu.

Matsakaicin Matsayin 
Kasuwancin Kuxin 
Waje na Net na 
Dillalan Izini waxanda 
za a ba su izini shi ne 
tsakanin kashi 0.5 
zuwa 10.0 na kuxaxen 
masu hannun jarin 
da ba su da lahani ta 
hanyar asara. ...
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BY ALIYU GALADIMA

Nigeria Union of Petroleum 
and Natural Gas Workers 
,NUPENG,says it will start 
sanctioning any marketer 
found to be indulging in the 
unwholesome and disgusting 
practices of hoarding and 
racketeering.

In a statement by its 
President and Secretary 
General, Williams Akporeha 
and Afolabi Olawale, and made 
available to AljazirahNigeria 
at the weekend the union said 
any marketer selling above the 
approved ex-depot prices would 

have the union to contend with 
henceforth.

It urged all members in the 
distribution chain to remain 
steadfast and dedicated to 
serving their fatherland.

“We are aware there are 
some decent and patriotic 
marketers, who are willing 
and ready to do business in 
ways and manners that will 
not exploit and inflict pain on 
the public. We are therefore 
calling on this set of marketers 
not to be discouraged or relent 
but to keep cooperating with 
the union and other patriotic 
stakeholders to help stem this 

ugly trend.
“We urge the government 

to also be sincere and make 
the product available in such 
quantities, ways and manners 
that will not give room for these 
unscrupulous elements to be 
holding our nation to ransom. 
The few wicked ones cannot 
and should not be allowed to 
overwhelm us”, it said.

The union described as 
appalling and shameful the 
involvement of marketers in 
the ongoing scarcity of fuel in 
the country.

It has placed members in 
the supply chain of petroleum 

products’ distribution from 
the depot’s workers, Petroleum 
Tanker Drivers, PTD, and petrol 
stations’ workers on red alert 
to serve despite the prevailing 
security challenges in the 
country.

The union also notified that 
seven of its members, who 
are tanker drivers and moving 
product from A.Y Shafa and 
some other depots from South-
South to the northern part of 
the country, were currently 
hiding in bushes along Benin-
Auchi-Lokoja highway due 
to attacks by bandits and 
hoodlums.

Scarcity: NUPENG Threatens To Sanction Marketers Hoarding Products 

BY DICKSON PAT

Residents of the Federal Capital Territory ,FCT, 
have decried the continuous increase in the 
price of household Kerosene.

The residents, who spoke to newsmen 
in Abuja, expressed their views on how the 
increase was affecting them. The residents said 
they had to switch to alternative energy sources 
for cooking.

The recent data released by the National 
Bureau of Statistics, NBS, had shown that the 
average price per litre of kerosene increased by 
136.04% in one year from N467.97 recorded 
in December 2021 to N1,104.61 in December 
2022.

On a month-on-month basis, the price 
increased by 1.94% from N1,083.57 recorded 
in November 2022 to N1,104.61 in December 
2022.

Similarly, the average retail price of a gallon 
of kerosene increased on a year-on-year basis by 
137.15% from N1,582.73 recorded in December 
2021 to N3,753 in December 2022.

On a month-on-month basis, it rose by 4.42% 
from N3,594 in November 2022 to N3,753 in 
December 2022.

Mrs Agatha Kalu, a public servant and 
mother of three, said the incessant increase in 
kerosene had made her switch to cooking gas 
as her cooking source.

“I was using kerosene before but I will advise 
people to forget kerosene for now, because 
I have compared the price of kerosene and 
cooking gas, and gas is relatively cheaper to use.

“Kerosene is N1,100 per litre, while one kg 
of gas is N950. I use one litre of kerosene just 
to boil water for bathing which lasts for two 
days but I use 1kg of gas to boil water and cook 
for three days.

“Yes, gas is expensive but it is still cheaper 

for me to use compared to kerosene as I have 
explained”.

Kalu said that the health risks of using 
kerosene were more compared to gas because 
of the smoke kerosene emits, adding that it 
also made her pots black, leaving her with more 
work to do.

Mrs Esther John, a hairdresser and mother 
of one, said she switched to cooking gas because 
she could no longer cope with the increasing 
price of kerosene.

“I have stopped using kerosene for over six 
months. I had to close my eye and buy a 12.5kg 
gas cylinder. I usually buy N5,500 and it serves 
me for not less than a month plus if I use it 
every day.

“My sister still uses kerosene and if she buys 

two litres it serves her for three days maximum 
depending on what she cooks. So gas is still 
cheaper”.

John said many people were still scared to use 
gas because of the danger of explosion, adding 
that many people could also not afford to buy 
a gas cylinder.

“You can buy a second-hand kerosene stove 
for N1,000 to N2,000, but a 12.5 kg gas cylinder 
is almost N20,000, even a 5kg cylinder is about 
N12,000.

“It is difficult for them to gather up that 
money to go and buy a gas cylinder but at the 
end of the day it is still cheaper compared with 
kerosene because cooking with gas also saves 
more time” , she said.

Mrs Jumoke Balogun, a trader, said she had 

to buy a charcoal stove because she could not 
keep up with the increasing price of kerosene.

“I used to use a kerosene stove to fry 
groundnuts, but because of the price I bought 
a charcoal stove as an alternative to kerosene 
and it is cheaper.

“You can get charcoal for as low as N200 
and it serves me longer than if I buy a litre of 
kerosene at N1,100”, she said.

Mrs Helen Adejoh, a businesswoman, 
said she had also switched to charcoal as an 
alternative to kerosene, however, she said that 
charcoal had some disadvantages.

“I use charcoal when I am cooking for a large 
number of people but one disadvantage is the 
challenge of lighting it during the rainy season.

FCT Residents Decry Increasing Cost Of Kerosene
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BY MARIAM SANNI 

Nigeria’s long-term foreign-
currency and local-currency 
issuer ratings, as well as 
its foreign currency senior 
unsecured debt ratings, have 
been downgraded by Moody’s 
Investors Service to Caa1 from 
B3 Over the country’s revenue 
woes and excessive funding 
through the Central Banks’ 
ways and means.

In a statement over the 
weekend, the rating agency 
said it has also downgraded 
Nigeria’s foreign currency 
senior unsecured MTN 
program rating to (P)Caa1 
from (P)B3.

The company said Nigeria’s 
ratings were lowered due to its 
belief that the government’s 
fiscal and debt position will 
continue to deteriorate as 
it faces wide-ranging fiscal 
pressure, with the capacity to 
respond remaining constrained 
by the country’s long-standing 
institutional weaknesses and 

social challenges.
“Ultimately, the risk that a 

negative feedback loop sets in 
over the next couple of years 
between higher government 
borrowing needs and rising 
interest rates have intensified, 
exacerbating the policy trade-
off between servicing debt and 
financing other key spending 
items,” a part of the statement 
said

When Moody’s rates debt 
obligation as Caa 1, it implies 
that such obligations are 
adjudged to be speculative of 
poor standing and are subject 
to very high credit risk.

But the rating agency 
changed the outlook to 
stable due to a change in the 
new administration after 
the February 25 Presidential 
Election. Moody’s began the 
review process on 2October  
21, 2022.

“Moody’s has also lowered 
Nigeria’s Local Currency ,LC, 
and Foreign Currency ,FC, 

country ceilings to B2 and 
Caa1 respectively, from B1 and 
B3 respectively.

“The review for downgrade 
focused on Nigeria’s fiscal 
and external position and the 
capacity of the government 
to address the ongoing 
deterioration – other than 
by alleviating the burden of 
its debt through any form 
of default, including debt 
exchanges or buy-backs,” 
Moody’s said in the report seen 
by AljazirahNigeria.

Nigeria’s foreign and 
domestic debt ballooned to 
N44.06trn or $101.9bn by the 
end of September 2022.

The ways and means 
which is funding through the 
Central Bank of Nigeria rose 
to a controversial N22trn in 
contravention of the CBN Act.

Section 38 of the Act said, 
“The total amount of such 
advances outstanding shall 
not at any time exceed five 
per cent of the previous year’s 

actual revenue of the Federal 
Government”.

The government has 
said that before the exit of 
President Muhammadu 
Buhari’s administration in May 
2023, the debt profile will hit a 
record N77trn.

The CBN is also liaising 
with the Debt Management 
Office to get approval from 
the National Assembly to 
securitise the Ways and 
Means for 40 years which 
also contravenes the Act 
establishing the CBN.

“The Bank may determine 
provided that no repayment 
shall take the form of a 
promissory note or such other 
promise to pay at a future 
date or securitization by way 
of issuance of treasury bills, 
bonds, certificates or other 
forms of security which is 
required to be underwritten 
by the Bank”, the Act provides.

According to Moody’s, 
Nigeria’s external liquidity 

profile will likely erode unless 
FG improves its access to 
external borrowing sources.

“This, in turn, will rely on 
the ability of the government 
to demonstrate a track record 
of delivering on fiscal reforms.

“Moody’s expectation that 
the government’s fiscal and 
debt position will continue to 
deteriorate is the main driver 
behind the rating downgrade.

“The government faces 
wide-ranging fiscal pressure 
while the capacity to respond 
remains constrained by 
Nigeria’s long-standing 
institutional weaknesses and 
social challenges.

“Ultimately, the risk that a 
negative feedback loop sets in 
over the next couple of years 
between higher government 
borrowing needs and rising 
interest rates has intensified, 
exacerbating the policy trade-
off between servicing debt and 
financing other key spending 
items.

Moody’s Downgrades Nigeria’s Ratings Over High Fiscal Deficit

September 2022 revealing 
a profit after tax of $330 
million, lower by 1.5% due 
to higher foreign exchange 
and derivative losses of $160 
million. 

Similarly, it reported 
strong revenue growth 
in constant currency was 
posted across all four 
reporting segments as 
Mobile Services revenue 
in Nigeria grew by 19.7%, 
in East Africa by 12.4% 
and in Francophone Africa 
by 12.1% , and across the 
group by 15.6%, with voice 
revenue up by 12.0% and 
data revenue up by 22.1%. 

BUA Cement’s share price 
remained unchanged to 
close at N99.45 at the end of 
the trading week. Similarly, 
its market cap remained at 
N3.37 after trading activities 
for the week. 

The company’s Q3 2022 
financial report revealed 
revenue of N74 billion, 
reflecting a growth of 
18.21% from N62.63 
billion in 2021. Meanwhile, 
profit after tax dipped by 
N9.86 billion, reflecting a 
44% decrease from N22.51 
billion recorded in the 
corresponding period of 

2021, to N12.65 billion in 
the current period. 

BUA Foods share price 
closed the week at N74.50, 
the same amount it closed 
last week. Similarly, the 
market cap remained 
unchanged at N1.34 trillion 
at the end of the trading 
week. 

The company posted 
a net profit after tax of 
N68.76 billion in 9 months 
of 2022, a 17.2% increase 
from N58.7. Revenue for 
the period was N290 billion, 
from N241 billion in the 
same period last year. 

BY CHARLES EBI 

Although the NGX All-
Share Index and market 
capitalization gained 
0.12% to close at 52,657.88 
and N28.657.88 trillion 
respectively, Stocks Worth 
Over One Trillion ,SWOOTs, 
recorded a dip. 

According to data, 
the combined market 
capitalization of Stocks 
Worth Over One Trillion 
,SWOOTs, depreciated by 
0.34% to close at N19.89 
trillion from N19.95 trillion 
the previous week, reflecting 
a loss of N67.36 billion. 

Stocks included in this 
classification are AIRTEL, 
BUA CEMENT, DANGOTE 
CEMENT, BUAFOODS and 
MTN. Their performances 
are highlighted below. 

Dangote Cement Plc 
share price ended the week 
at N266.90 from N265.00 
at the end of the last trading 
week to gain N32.37 billion. 

The company, which is a 
competitor of BUA Cement 
Plc and Wapco Plc, and the 
most capitalized cement 
producer on the NGX, has a 
total Market capitalisation 
of N4.54 trillion as of market 
close this week. 

Dangote Cement is now 
the third most-valued 
company quoted on the 
exchange and makes up 
roughly 23% of the total 
market capitalisation of 
all stocks worth over one 
trillion. 

The Q3 2022 financial 
result revealed a profit of 
N40.50 billion, representing 
a 52.67% dip from the N86.6 
billion Y-o-Y. Meanwhile, 

revenue for the period 
stood at N369.21 billion, 
an 11.3% increase from the 
corresponding period of 
2021. 

MTN’s share price dipped 
during the week to close at 
N225.00 from N229.90 it 
closed the previous week. 
Similarly, the telecom’s 
market cap declined to close 
the week at N4.58 trillion 
from N4.67 trillion in the 
previous week.  

As a competitor of Airtel 
Nig Plc, MTN’s total market 
capitalization is N1.47 
trillion lower than Airtel 
Africa’s current market 
value. 

MTN is the second-most 
capitalized company on the 
Nigerian Exchange ,NGX. 
The company released its 
Q3 2022 financial result, 
reflecting a 21.9% growth in 
revenue to stand at N504.8 
billion for the period, from 
N414.05 billion, while profit 
after tax grew by 11.4% from 
N78.48 billion in H1 2021 to 
N87.41 billion in the current 
period. 

Airtel’s share remained 
unchanged to close the 
week at N1,610.00 at the 
end of the week. Market 
capitalisation also remained 
at N6.05 trillion at the end 
of the trading week. 

Airtel ended the week 
as the most capitalised 
company on the exchange 
once again, leading the 
SWOOTS strongly, with 
MTN, its competitor and 
second-most capitalised 
stock, far behind. 

The telecom giant released 
its financial statement 
for half the year ended 

BY LADI PATRICK 

Over 41 Digital Lending 
Apps popularly called loan 
sharks in Nigeria are at risk of 
being shut down by the Inter-
Agency on Joint Task Force on 
the Digital Lending Apps, our 
investigation reveals.

The Federal Competition 
& Consumer Protection 
Commission and the Inter-
Agency Joint Task Force 
established a mutually 
adopted Limited Interim 
Regulatory/Registration 
Framework and Guidelines 
for Digital Lending, 2022.

The guideline was 
necessary to protect Nigerians 
from blackmail and intrusion 
of privacy by loan sharks.

Some of the loan sharks 
charge interest rates that 
are as high as 50 to 80% of 
the loan amount, but the 
FCCPC sought to promote 
fair, transparent and mutually 
beneficial alternatives outside 
traditional banks.

In an Order and Notice of 
the Commission on August 
17, 2022, existing DMLS were 
required to comply in no later 
than 90 days to confirm their 
business is uninterrupted.

The first deadline expired 
on November 14, 2022 but 
the FCCPC extended the 
deadline to January 31, 2023.

But the FCCPC said in a 
statement made available to 
AljazirahNigeria said many of 
the digital lenders were yet to 
comply.

According to the FCCPC, 
the firms have refused 
to make disclosures that 
are necessary for their 
registration, thereby 
frustrating the agency’s 
efforts.

Our investigation revealed 
that as of January 25, 2023, 
65 out of the many DMLs that 
have received full approval, 
41 only received conditional 
approval from the FCCPC and 
the joint committee.

They include, “Trippdbase 
Limited; Owoafar Fintech 
Service; Afrofirst Mobile 
And Technology Company 
Limited; Orcom And Orcom 
Business Support Limited; 
Beryl Spring Global Limited; 
Hometown Fintech Limited; 
Ajax Lending Limited; 
Raceova Nig. Limited; 
Lantana Technology Limited.

“The Platform Digital 
Network Limited; Zippy 
Capital Limited; Tripobase 
Limited; Bestfin Nigeria 
Limited; Pocketfuel Finance 
Limited; Lending Edge 
Limited; Ted Rocket Limited; 
Penaid Limited; Altara Credit 
Limited; New Credage Nigeria 
Limited; Lendha Technologies 
Limited; Doja Lemaire Global 
Limited; Paydayhub Online 
Nigeria Limited.

FCCPC To Shut 
Down One Payout, 
PaydayHub, 39 
Other Loan Apps

Market Capitalisation Loses N67bn After Depreciating By 0.34%
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BY YAHAYA UMAR

Electricity consumers in the 
Federal Capital Territory ,FCT, 
have decried the increase 
in tariff by the Electricity 
Distribution Companies 
,DisCos saying, the increase is 
unjustifiable.

The consumers, who spoke 
in Abuja yesterday, said that 
DisCos had increased tariff 
payable for power across the 
country without notification.

According to them, the 
increase in electricity tariff is 
unjustified, given the unreliable 
and epileptic power supply 
across the country.

“Millions of Nigerians 
continue to live in darkness 
in spite of the huge amount 

Electricity Consumers Decry Tariff 
Increase, Say Hike Unjustifiable

BY YAHAYA UMAR 

Many Nigerians say the 
current hike in the prices of 
imported vehicles popularly 
known as “Tokunbo” have 
affected their desire to own 
cars. They attributed the 
increase in Customs duties 
on imported vehicles for the 
high cost.

According to them, the 
continuous increase in the 
prices of imported vehicles 
has left them with no option 
than to scout for Nigerian 
used cars, popularly called 
“Naija cars”.

Tokunbo cars are fairly 
used cars that are imported 
into Nigeria with second 
hand value while Nigerian 
used cars are those already 
used on Nigerian roads and 
either sold to second or third 
party.

Mrs Felicia Ibekwe, a 
caterer, said she had saved 
some money to buy a car to 
help in delivery of orders to 
customers.

She, however, said the 
plan had been put on hold, 
adding that the money she 
saved could not get her the 
car of her choice.

Ibekwe said she might 
consider going for a Nigerian 
used car. “I have reservation 
for Nigerian used cars 
because of poor handling but 
with the continuous increase 
in the cost of imported 
cars, I might consider that 
option”, she said.

Mr Ahmed Yunusa, a 
dealer in fabrics, said part 
of his plans was to get a car 
before the end of the year. 
He said he was saving to the 
teeth to make that happen.

The businessman, 
however, said he was 
not considering buying a 
“tokunbo car”, adding that 
he would go for a clean 
“Naija used car”.

“My agent advised that 
I buy a Nigerian used car 
because of the high cost of 
imported cars.

“While I am not 
comfortable with the 
choice  of a Nigerian used 
car for a number of reasons, 
I may, however,  settle for it 
because of cost”,  he said.

Yunusa said the current 
economic situation in the 
country had completely 
eliminated the middle class.

He said, “you are either 
rich and can afford a brand 
new car or “tokunbo” car or 
you are poor and only resort 
to trekking and hopping on 
commercial vehicles”.

A young man in his late 
30s, who does not want his 
name mentioned, said, “This 
whole thing is frustrating 
because an average Nigerian 
cannot afford basic needs.

“Tokunbo” Car 
Prices Surge As 
Nigerians Resort To 
“Locally” Used

of money so far invested by 
governments as well as bailouts 
to electricity companies”, they 
said.

The consumers said that 
it annoying that the increase 
in tariff was not announced, 
adding that you only discover 
that there was an increase when 
you recharge your meter.

The Nigerian Electricity 
Regulatory Commission 
,NERC, in its Multi-Year Tariff 
Order, provides a 15-year tariff 
plan for the Nigeria Electricity 
Supply Industry with limited 
minor reviews each year.

It states that the reviews 
are in the light of changes in a 
limited number of parameters 
such as inflation, interest rates, 

exchange rates and generation 
capacity, and major reviews 
every five years when all of the 
inputs were reviewed with the 
stakeholders.

There had been public outcry 
that the privitasation of the 
power sector had not yielded 
positive results and called for a 
mid-term review of the process 
or total reversal.

“It is either the Federal 
Government do a mid-term 
review of the privatisation 
process or total reversal of the 
privatisation. We did not get 
it right and you cannot give 
something on anything.

Recalls that the power sector 
was privatised in November 
2013, with six power generation 

plants and 11 electricity 
distribution companies handed 
over to the private sector.

The Federal Government, 
however, retained control of 
the Transmission Company of 
Nigeria ,TCN.

The sector was unbundled 
and partially privatised 
to establish a competitive 
market intended to improve 
management and efficiency, 
attract private investment, 
increase generation, and 
provide a reliable and cost-
efficient power supply.

Speaking on the increase, 
Mr Kunle Olubiyo, the 
President, Nigeria Consumer 
Protection Network said that 
electricity tariff was increased 

economy
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BY MIRIAM SANNI

Small And Medium Enterprises 
Development Agency of Nigeria 
,SMEDAN, said it has trained 
80 agro-processors under its 
Women In Self Employment 
Programme ,WISE-P, in Enugu 
State.

It said that the women, 
chosen from the rural 
communities, were drawn 
from eight agricultural and 
agro-processing co-operative 
societies in the state.

In an address at the 
closing ceremony of the four-
day training on Friday, the 
Director-General of SMEDAN, 
Mr Olawale Fasanya, said that 
Micro, Small and Medium 
Enterprises ,MSMEs, “remain 
a very important sub-sector in 
the Nigerian economy”.

According to Fasanya, 
they collectively account for 
a majority of the enterprises 
in Nigeria and the highest 
number of jobs created in the 
economy.

“The most recent National 
MSMEs Survey of 2020 
revealed that there are 39.6 

million MSMEs, employing 
62.5 million persons ,80.2% 
of the labour force, and 
contributing 46.31% and 
6.21% to nominal GDP and 
exports, respectively.

“The power of self-
employment is not only 
inherent in providing a job for 
oneself but also in providing job 
opportunities and employing 
others to work and earn a 
living.

“It is said that when you 
train a woman you train a 
nation, and when you further 
empower a woman you have 
liberated the nation.

“Women no doubt are the 
bedrock of many families and 
society.

“Priority attention to this 
gender group, therefore, 
cannot be relegated in any of 
the field of endeavours they 
have chosen to be identified 
with”, Fasanya said.

He further said that available 
evidence showed that a lot of 
women are into farming and 
many more are willing to take 
up farming or agri-business as 
a means of livelihood and self-

employment.
“However, women were 

limited in progress because 
they do not have the requisite 
skills and finance required to 
carry on successfully and even 
access markets.

“Having identified the above 
gaps, and in-order to spur more 
interest of women into farming 
and agri-business, and to 
assist those in active farming, 
SMEDAN initiated WISE-P 
programme with particular 
focus on women who are into 
farming and agri-business ,agro 
value chain, production.

“The WISE-P will be 
a platform of providing 
incentives that would ease 
some of the gaps and challenges 
identified above”, he said.

The SMEDAN boss said that 
the programme was targeting 
13 states, making a total of 
1040 participants.

He said that the first phase 
of the programme was held 
on Dec. 12, 2022 in Osun, 
Ebonyi, Katsina, Bauchi, Ekiti 
and Kwara.

“The second phase 
commenced simultaneously 

in Jigawa, Delta, Taraba, Kogi, 
Bayelsa and Enugu”, he said.

Fasanya further said that 
WISE-P is designed basically 
to promote self-reliance among 
women and to empower them 
in order to achieve improved 
productivity and sustainability 
in agricultural businesses.

“These agricultural 
businesses include crop 
farming and agro-processing 
along the value chains and 
to boost production of raw 
materials for industrial use and 
development”, he said.

He said that the agency 
would provide multi-purpose 
industrial driers to the eight 
cooperative societies that had 
participated in the training.

A participant, Mrs Nnenna 
Ejim, said that the training had 
exposed her more to the need 
for proper and careful book-
keeping aimed at the growth 
of businesses.

“I sincerely thank the Federal 
Government for providing this 
opportunity”, Ejim, who is the 
Coordinator of Chidiebube 
Nenwe Women Multi-Purpose 
Cooperative Society, said.

Enugu: SMEDAN Trains 80 Agro-processors In WISE-P

without giving Nigerians the 
opportunity to make inputs.

Olubiyo said that over the 
years, Nigerians and end users 
customers were being made to 
pay for systemic over bloated 
cost at the detriment of the 
citizenry and economy at large.

According to him, the impact 
of the recent crises in the 
energy market supply value 
chain and the recent increase 
in electricity tariff are quite 
enormous.

”In order not be left 
behind, the Nigerian 
Government should as a 
matter of urgency address 
the energy market supply 
gaps”, he said.

A resident of Kubwa, Mrs 
Ese Williams described the 
increase as unjustifiable, 
saying there was no 
improvement in power 
supply, so why the increase.

Williams said in spite of 
the increase in electricity 
tariff over the years, 
Nigerians had continued to 
live in darkness, in my area, 
you cannot even boast of 
having light for seven hours 
in a day.

“It’s just so frustrating, 
I call on the Federal 
Government to revisit the 
privatisation of the sector, 
because it is not working as 
things are deteriorating”, she 
said.

Also reacting to the price 
hike, a resident of Lugbe, Mr 
Kola Jimoh, a mechanic said 
that he was shocked when 
he recharged his meter with 
N3,000, and got only 44 units 
instead of 50 units he usually 
gets when he recharges for 
the same amount.

”I was so shocked when 
I recharged my electricity 
meter with N3,000 only to 
discover I got just 44 units 
and before when I recharge 
N2.500 I get about 50 units.

”I don’t understand how 
electricity tariff will be 
increased without notifying 
consumers”, he said.

Mrs Ebuwa Ojo, a Banker, 
resident in ACO, Estate 
along Airport Road, stressed 
the need for the regulatory 
bodies to check the DisCos. 
How can they continue 
increasing tariff every time?

” I am not happy about the 
increase, it is becoming too 
frequent and not that the 
money, or light is there”.

Another consumer, a 
banker resident in Area 3, 
Mrs Titilayo Olowu said, 
“they increased electricity 
tariff without informing us.

”There is no official 
communication to us on the 
increase, this is not good 
enough. We have a right to 
know what is happening”, 
he said.
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CLASSIFIED
JOYCE

I, formerly known, called and 
addressed as KEREM JOYCE 

KURUGH; now wish to be called 
and addressed as KEREM JOYCE 
INGBIAN. All former documents 

remain valid. The general public 
should take note.

HADIZA
I, formerly known, called 

and addressed as HADIZA 
MOHAMMED; now wish to be 

called and addressed as HADIZA 
MUHAMMAD ABUBAKAR. All 
former documents remain valid. The 

general public should take note.

RAMATU
I, formerly known, called and 

addressed as ANNA PHILIP; 
now wish to be called and 

addressed as ANNA RAMATU 
PHILIP. All former documents 
remain valid. The general public 

should take note.

AMINA
 I formally known as FIRST 
NAME,AMINA MIDDLE 

NAME,MAINA LAST NAME, ADAMU 
now wish to be known and addressed 

as FIRST NAME,AMINA LAST 
NAME,MAINA.All former documents 

remain valid general public should 
please take note.

ANNABEL
I, formerly known, called and 

addressed as ANNABEL LAAFA 
PARM; now wish to be called and 
addressed as ANNABEL LAAFA 

PARM-ARE. All former documents 
remain valid. The general public 

should take note.

ALHERI
I, formerly known, called 

and addressed as ATAMA   
ALHERI; now wish to be called 

and addressed as ALHERI   
SWAM. All former documents 
remain valid. The general public 

should take note.

NWODO
I, formerly known, called 

and addressed as NWODO 
NAFAMEFUNA; now wish to be 
called and addressed as NWODO 

AFAMEFULA DAVID. All former 
documents remain valid. The general 

public should take note.

ISMAIL
I, formerly known, called and 

addressed as SAMAILA 
AHMAD; now wish to be called 

and addressed as ISMAIL 
AHMAD AZI. All former 

documents remain valid. The 
general public should take note.

OGAR
I, formerly known, called 

and addressed as OGBENE 
OGAR; now wish to be called 

and addressed as OGAR 
ROSE OGBENE. All former 
documents remain valid. The 

general public should take note.

SALIMETU
I  ALFA-MOHAMMED SALIMETU 
of Nyanya Area B’ Extension fct Abuja.  
That : My date of birth was captured on 
my documents as 17--08--1991  instead 
of 17--08--1993 Henceforth .all former 

documents should remain valid for general 
public take notice.

MARIA
I, formerly known, called and 
addressed as USHIE MARIA 
AGBO; now wish to be called 

and addressed as OKO MARIA 
AGBO. All former documents 
remain valid. The general public 

should take note.

WANJOKU
I, formerly known, called and 

addressed as AMADI EMEKA 
GODBLESS; now wish to be 

called and addressed as WANJOKU 
GODBLESS CHUKWUEMEKA. 
All former documents remain valid. 
The general public should take note.

ADEFIOYE
I, formerly known, called and addressed 

as METTHEW SEUN ADEJOKE 
AND ADEFIOYE SEUN; now 
wish to be called and addressed as 
ADEFIOYE OLUWASEUN. All 

former documents remain valid. The 
general public should take note.

ADIJAT
I, formerly known, called and 

addressed as KHADIJAT 
OHUNENE ISIAKA; now wish to 
be called and addressed as ADIJAT 

OHUNENE OCHENIKA. All 
former documents remain valid. The 

general public should take note.

AMARACHI
I, formerly known, called and addressed 

as AMARACHI MADONNA 
ANORUO; now wish to be called 

and addressed as AMARACHI 
MADONNA AZUBUIKE. All former 

documents remain valid. The general 
public should take note.

WUM’AN
I, formerly known, called and addressed 
as WUM’AN DAKSUN ANDREW; 
now wish to be called and addressed as 
WUM’AN DAKSUN ANDREW MY 
CORRECT DOB 18/12/1995 NOT 

18/12/1994. All former documents remain 
valid. The general public should take note.

KUDIRATU
I, formerly known, called and addressed 
as ODETOMI ABEJE KUDIRATUS  
ODETOMI ABEJE KUDIRATUS. 

OLD DATE OF BIRTH : 12/03/ 1986 
& 23/07/1967; now wish to be called and 

addressed as ODETOMI KUDIRATU 
ABEJE. DATE OF BIRTH : 28/04/1965. 

All former documents remain valid. The general 
public should take note.

ABEL CHIZUBELU
I, formerly known, called and 

addressed as FAVOUR ADAMA; 
now wish to be called and 

addressed as FAVOUR ADAMA 
ABEL. All former documents 

remain valid. The general public 
should take note.

I, formerly known, called and addressed 
as AKUDO PATIENCE OFOEZE, 

EMMANUEL CHIZUBELU OKAFOR 
AND VERONICA AKUDO OFOEZE; 

now wish to be called and addressed as 
AKUDO PATIENCE CHIZUBELU. 
All former documents remain valid. The 

general public should take note.

OLIVER
I, formerly known, called and addressed 

as UGWUOKE EDITH EBELE; 
now wish to be called and addressed as 
OLIVER EBERE EDITH DATE OF 
BIRTH 12TH.SEPT.1993, L.G.A:  
IZZI, EBONYI STATE. All former 
documents remain valid. The general 

public should take note.

guest  columnist
Last July, daredevil terrorists 
ambushed Buhari’s advance party 
convoy in Dutsinma, en route the 
president’s country home in Daura. 
A few members of the president’s 
entourage received bullet wounds 
and were treated in a hospital. 
On the very day of Buhari’s most 
recent visit to his home state, 
rampaging youths pelted his convoy 
of vehicles with stones and satchet 
water. They made bonfires on the 
streets, chanting *bamuyi, bamuyi* 
in Hausa, meaning “we are not 
interested.” Shouts of “we no go do, 
we are tired of you...no jobs, no life,” 
equally enveloped the air at various 
points navigated by Buhari and his 
voyeurs in the cause of that visit.

If Buhari needed a foretaste of 
the manner of reception he would 
be accorded by Nigerians upon the 
completion of his eight year tour 
of duty, his kinsmen gave him one 
last week. Life has not been any less 
excruciatingly difficult, practically 
unbearable, thoroughly despairing 

and mortally despondent as has 
been witnessed under Buhari’s 
watch. Interior minister, Rauf 
Aregbesola missed the joke when 
he presented the scoresheet 
of his ministry, recently. The 
renunciation of Nigerian 
citizenship by 150 Nigerians in 
2022 alone, relative to the tally in 
preceding years, is very eloquent 
testimony to the grand failure of 
the Buhari government.

Renunciation of country of birth 
is evidence of the crass failure of 
such a country, to fulfil its basic 
obligations to its citizenry, and 
earn the respect of their roots. 
Such a situation has compelled 
them to seek shelter and livelihood 
in other lands. An entity has lost 
capacity in various ways, the ability 
to sustain the minimum regards 
and respect of its people for their 
springs of origin, is that which is 
so repudiated. There are of course 
nationals with dual nationalities, 
who have unconditionally retained 
affiliations to the land of their 

birth. Renunciation, however, is 
total severance of every cord of 
relationship with one’s primordial 
fountains.

Under President Buhari, Nigeria 
has revolved full circle, to the 
better forgotten days of Major 
General Muhammadu Buhari as 
military head of state. The queues 
of Buhari’s *essenco* days between 
1984 and 1985, when Nigerians 
lined up in the blistering sun and 
pouring rains to buy “essential 
commodities” so abbreviated, are 
back for good. Nigerians queued 
for measures of rice, bottles of 
cooking oil, sachets of salt, loaves of 
bread, packets of sugar, and tablets 
of soap. Under the same Buhari 
today, snaky queues for petrol, 
kerosene and diesel, spiralling 
lines at automated teller machines, 
(ATMs) and collection points of 
permanent voter’s cards, (PVCs), 
are the sustained contemporary 
decors  on the nation’s streets.

Young Nigerian job seekers 
respond in millions to every 

advertisement for a handful jobs. 
Higher degree holders contest 
for menial jobs with their less 
qualified applicants, just to 
keep body and soul together. 
Young people take forever to get 
married and raise families these 
days, principally because of the 
lack of sustainable means of 
socioeconomic survival. This has 
fuelled increased emigration by 
Nigerians across generations to 
foreign lands. Aregbesola confirms 
this when he alludes to the 
issuance in 2022 alone, almost two 
million international passports to 
Nigerians. The *japa* syndrome 
has been accentuated under 
Buhari, with Nigerians seeking 
refuge and sustenance in some of 
the most impossible destinations. 
It would not be out of place to find 
Nigerians in a place like *Iceland!*

Buhari’s most recent missile-
and-pebble trailed visit to 
Katsina State, is a foretaste of 
what he may yet encounter after 
his disengagement from office. 

Irrespective of whatever name 
they may be called, the protesters 
echoed the voices of several millions 
of Nigerians, weeping, hissing, 
shaking their heads in despair in the 
recesses of their rooms. He is a man 
who promised so much to Nigerians 
after being eventually voted into 
office, after three failed attempts. He 
is a president in who so much hope 
was invested. Except for identifiable 
bright spots in the provision 
of road infrastructure, Buhari’s 
reincarnation in civilian garbs, could 
well pass for a better forgotten 
interregnum in the nation’s 
sociopolitics. Nigerians can barely 
wait to see his back and welcome 
a genuinely humanist leadership. 
Atiku Abubakar represents that 
possibility even on the strength of 
what he has continued to do in his 
capacity as a private citizen.

•Tunde Olusunle, PhD, is 
Special Adviser on Media and 
Publicity to PDP presidential 
candidate Atiku Abubakar, 
GCON.

Buhari’s Katsina Foretaste Of His “Street Credibility”

AUCTION i     AUCTION ii     AUCTION iii
THE GENERAL PUBLIC IS HEREBY INVITED TO THE AUCTIONING OF 
THE ITEMS LISTED BELOW AT MAITAMA POLICE DIVISION FCT,ABUJA 
COMMAND BY A POLICE LICENCED AUCTIONEER, PALMACO ENTERPRISES  
NIGERIA.

ANY PERSON(S) THAT HAS CLAIM TO MAKE ON THE ITEMS SLATED FOR 
AUCTIONING SHOULD DO SO AT THE ABOVE STATED NIGERIAN POLICE 
DIVISION NOT LATER THAN 14 DAYS FROM THIS PUBLICATION.

ONE GOLF WAGON WITHOUT NO REG NO,    ONE LG LAPTOP, ONE 
SAMSUNG AIR CONDITIONING, ONE PREPAID METER, ONE MATTRESS 
ONE THERMERCOOL FRIDGE

PUBLIC NOTICE
AUCTION i     AUCTION ii     AUCTION iii

THE GENERAL PUBLIC IS HEREBY INVITED TO THE AUCTIONING OF THE ITEMS 
LISTED BELOW AT ZUBA POLICE DIVISIONAL HEADQUARTERS, FCT,ABUJA 
COMMAND BY A POLICE LICENCED AUCTIONEER, PALMACO ENTERPRISES  
NIGERIA.

ANY PERSON(S) THAT HAS CLAIM TO MAKE ON THE ITEMS SLATED FOR 
AUCTIONING SHOULD DO SO AT THE ABOVE STATED NIGERIAN POLICE DIVISION 
NOT LATER THAN 14 DAYS FROM THIS PUBLICATION.

SCRAP LEXUS 250 WITH REG NO KUJ65BS.   406 PEUGEOT,   MAZDA 626 WITH NO 
GWA 193, CHEVROLET BUS WITH REG NO GWA 694,
ONE SCRAP NISSAN QUEST REG NO RA01 GWA, ONE SCRAP TOYOTA RAV4 WITH 
REG NO RBC 856 QB, ONE KEKE WITH REG NO 795 QB, TWO SCRAPS MOTORCYCLES, 
ONE SCRAP CHEVROLET BUS WITH REG NO GWA 694 FM.

PUBLIC NOTICE
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DAGA BLESSING OTOBONG-GABRIEL

Ministar Agajin Gaggawa da 
Bala’i da Ci gaban Jama’a, Hajiya 
Sadiya Umar-Farouq, ta bayyana 
cewa an yi asarar Dala biliyan 6.6 
sakamakon ambaliyar ruwa a cikin 
watanni shida a faxin tarayyar qasar 
nan.

Farouq, wacce ta bayyana haka a 
lokacin da take zantawa da manema 
labarai jiya a Abuja, ta bayyana 
cewa jahohin 36 da Babban Birnin 
Tarayya, FCT, ambaliyar ta shafa 
a shekarar 2022 da varna iri-iri da 
kuma mutanen da abin ya shafa.

A cewarta, “Qididdigar jimlar 
lalacewar tattalin arzikin kai tsaye 

bisa ga qididdigar da aka bayar a 
ranar 25 ga Nuwamba, 2022 tana 
cikin kewayon Dala biliyan 3.79 
zuwa Dala biliyan 9.12 tare da mafi 
kyawun matsakaicin Dala biliyan 
6.68.”

Ta ce al’ummar da abin ya shafa 
da kuma gidaje da suka lalace ko 
suka lalace sun fi ambaliyar ruwa 
ta 2012 muni.

Farouq ta lura da cewa hakan ya 
haxa da varnar da aka yi wa gine-
ginen gidaje da kayayyakin more 
rayuwa, da sassa masu albarka da 
filayen noma.

Ministar ta kuma bayyana cewa 
qiyasin asarar tsaka-tsaki gabaxaya 
ya yi qasa da kimantawar shekarar 
2012, amma wasu yankuna na iya 

samun tasiri fiye da 2012 da lokutan 
baya kamar 2018.

“Yawancin mutanen da abin ya 
shafa ya kai tsakanin miliyan 4.4 
zuwa miliyan 4.9 a ranar 25 ga 
Nuwamba, 2022 da kusan kashi biyu 
bisa 100 na al’ummar qasar.

“Game da gine-gine da suka 
lalace, an samu varna sosai a jihohi 
da dama, ana ci gaba da qirga quri’u, 
akwai varna mai yawa da suka shafi 
ababen more rayuwa da suka haxa 
da tituna, ban ruwa da na koguna, 
da WASH da na wutar lantarki da 
suka kai Dalar Amurka biliyan 1.23 
(Dala biliyan 0.959-biliyan 1.724.) 
cikin varnar da ake tsammani.

“Haka kuma an samu 
mummunar varna ga amfanin 

gonakin noma, abubuwan samar 
da ruwa, kamun kifi da kiwo, 
jihohin da abin ya fi shafa sun 
haxa da Jigawa, Ribas, Taraba, 
Cross River da Delta. Kimanin 
kadada 650,000 na amfanin gona 
sun lalace tare da yin samfuri da 
sauran rahotannin da ke nuna cewa 
ana sa ran za a yi hakan, ya qaru 
da hekta 1,000,000 da ya wuce. 
Matsakaicin qididdigar da aka yi 
na wannan asarar ya kai kusan 
Dala biliyan 1.837 tare da adadi mai 
yawa (Dala miliyan 526 - Dala biliyan 
2.473) idan aka yi la’akari da canjin 
amfanin gona, adadin lalacewa, sake 
dasa yuwuwa da rashin tabbas a 
kasuwannin amfanin gona, dabbobi 
da kamun kifi.”

DAGA CHIKA MEFOR-NWACHUKWU

Hukumar Shirya Jarabawar Share 
Fagen Shiga Makarantun Gaba 
da Sakandire ta JAMB, ta gargaxi 
‘yan Najeriya da su yi hattara da 
‘yan damfara da suka buxe asusun 
LinkedIn da ke iqirarin su ne 
magatakardar hukumar, Farfesa Is-
haq Oloyede.

Hukumar a cikin wata sanarwa 
mai xauke da sa hannun mai magana 
da yawunta, Dakta Fabian Benjamin 

ta bayyana cewa Oloyede ba ya da 
ko sarrafa duk wani asusu na sada 
zumunta kuma bai nemi kowa ya buxe 
ko sarrafa xaya a madadinsa ba.

“An sanar da hukumar kan wani 
asusun LinkedIn da ake zargin 
magatakarda na hukumar shigar da 
qara ta haxin gwiwa, Farfesa Is-haq 
Oloyede da aika buqatun abokantaka 
ga jama’a. Wannan wata dabara ce da 
aka fara da ita da nufin damfarar jama’a 
daga mayaudara.

“Hukumar tana so ta bayyana 

cewa Oloyede ba ya da ko sarrafa duk 
wani asusun sada zumunta kuma bai 
nemi wani ya buxe ko sarrafa xaya a 
madadinsa ba.

“LinkedIn shafin sada zumunta 
ne da aka tsara musamman don ‘yan 
kasuwa. Don haka, ya kamata a lura 
cewa burin shafin shi ne don bai wa 
masu amfani da rajista damar yin 
hulxa tare da mutanen da suka sani 
kuma suka amince da su a sana’a. 
Farfesa Oloyede ba ya cikin wannan 
aji na xaixaikun mutane kuma ba ya 

nufin shiga.
“Wannan furucin ya zama dole 

ganin yadda wasu marasa kishin qasa 
suka yi iqirarin buxe asusun LinkedIn 
a madadinsa don yi wa jama’a da ba 
su ji ba gani ba, da iqirarinsu na bogi 
na farfesa na bogi da ke taimaka wa 
harkokin kasuwanci na sadarwa, 
gudanar da sana’o’i, samar da ayyukan 
yi, gudanar da ayyukan kamfanin 
bincike ko haxa mutane tare da abokan 
hulxar kasuwanci na kamfanoni ko 
masana’antu ta hanyar asusun.

A ranar Alhamis ne Shugaban Qasa 
Muhammadu Buhari ya fara ziyarar aiki ta 
kwanaki biyu a jiharsa ta Katsina inda ya 
qaddamar da wasu ayyuka da gwamnatin 
jihar ta aiwatar.

Sai dai a rana ta farko da ya yi a jihar 
matasa sun yi zanga-zangar nuna adawa 
da yadda ke nuna halin ko in kula a qasar.

Sun gudanar da zanga-zangar ne ‘yan 
mintuna kaxan bayan la’asar, jim kaxan 
bayan shugaban qasar ya qaddamar da 
aikin hanya ta qarqashin qasa ta Qofar 
Kaura.

Masu zanga-zangar sun haifar da 

hayaniya a qarqashin Qofar Kaura inda 
suka yi jifa da duwatsu bayan Buhari ya 
bar yankin.

Yaran sun kuma tayar da gobarar 
a kan titin Yahaya Madaki, da ke da 
nisan kilomita daga aikin na qarqashin 
qasa, yayin da suke ta ihun cewa: ‘Ba 
mu buqatar ku,’ ‘Ba za mu yi ba’ a qasar 
Hausa.

Wani faifan bidiyo ya nuna yadda 
ximbin matasa suka yi kaca-kaca da 
gwamnati a yayin da suke wuce wasu ‘yan 
sanda a kan hanya.

Lamarin dai na zuwa ne sa’o’i 72 bayan 

wasu da ake kyautata zaton matasa ne 
sun jefi xan takarar Shugaban Qasa na 
Jam’iyyar Labour Party, Peter Obi a wani 
gangamin yaqin neman zave a Katsina.

Rahotanni sun ce an yi jifa da duwatsu 
a wajen wurin yaqin neman zaven, inda 
suka lalata motoci da dama.

“Xan takararmu ya gana da mata a 
wani zauren gari sannan ya gudanar 
da gagarumin taro a filin wasa na 
Muhammad Dikko. Sai dai a kan 
hanyarsa ta zuwa filin jirgin, wasu ‘yan 
daba sun far wa motar da xan takararmu 
ke ciki da manyan duwatsu daga vangaren 

direbansa inda suka yi varna mai yawa a 
kan motar, “in ji shugaban kafofin yaxa 
labarai na Obi/Datti, Majalisar Kamfen 
xin Shugaban Qasa, Diran Onifade, ya 
bayyana a cikin wata sanarwa.

Buhari ya gama bikin ya tafi ne, sai 
matasan suka afkawa titin na qarqashin 
qasa, suka yi ta ihun cewa, ‘Ba ma yi,’ ‘Ba 
ma yi’ (Ba mu da sha’awa).

Sun kuma yi jifa da duwatsu kan ayarin 
motocin jami’an gwamnatin jihar da suka 
tashi daga wurin aikin.

Daga bisani jami’an tsaro sun tarwatsa 
su da hayaqi mai sa hawaye.

Ambaliyar Ruwa: Nijeriya Ta Yi Asarar Dala Biliyan 6.6 Cikin Watanni 6

Daga hagu: Kwamandan shiyyar NDLEA Oyo/Osun, Mrs Joyce Titus-Awogbuyi; tsohon shugaban jam’iyyar APC na jihar Oyo, Cif Akin Oke; Babban Editan Kamfanin Newspeak, Mista 
Yinka Fabowale; Babban Daraktan Likitoci, Asibitin Kwalejin Jami’ar, Farfesa Abiodun Otegbayo; wakilin Ooni na Ife, Oba Murawa Adebanjo; wakiliyar Kamfanin Oodu Group of Company, 
Misis Abiola Ajayi, a yayin bikin cika shekaru 10 na Newspeak da Associates a jami’ar Ibadan dake jihar Oyo jiya. HOTO: NAN

DAGA PAUL EFFIONG

Shugaban Majalisar Wakilai Femi 
Gbajabiamila, ya buqaci tawagar masu sa 
ido a zavuka da masu sanya ido su samu 
daidaiton ra’ayi ta hanyar yin magana 
da masu ruwa da tsaki kafin su yanke 
shawararsu kan sakamakon zaven da 
ke tafe.

Ya lura cewa kasancewar qasa mai 
yawan qabilu, al’adu da addinai daban-
daban, mutane daban-daban za su 
kasance suna da son zuciya da ingiza 
ra’ayoyin da, ko da yake yana wakiltar 
muradunsu, amma ba lallai ba ne ya 
zama daidai.

Gbajabiamila, wanda ya yi magana 
a lokacin da tawagar Tarayyar Turai 
masu sa ido kan zavukan Najeriya ta kai 
masa ziyara a harabar majalisar dokokin 
qasar da ke Abuja a jiya, ya bayyana cewa 
rahotannin sakamakon zaven ba za su 
iya yin nuni da haqiqanin abin da ya faru 
ba ne kawai a lokacin da tawagogin masu 
sa ido ke tattaunawa da masu ruwa da 
tsaki.

Mista Barry Andrews ne ya jagoranci 
tawagar.

Misali, shugaban majalisar ya ce 
akwai jam’iyyun siyasa 18 da ke takara a 
mukamai daban-daban, tun daga ranar 
25 ga Fabrairu.

Ya qara da cewa a cikin waxanda 
suka fafata, akwai waxanda ta hanyar 
tantance sa, su ne ‘yan takara na kan 
gaba, wasu kuma masu qarfin da dai 
sauransu.

Gbajabiamila ya shawarci tawagar 
da ta yi magana da ba kowace jam’iyyar 
siyasa kaxai ba, har ma da masu ruwa da 
tsaki, ya qara da cewa hakan zai taimaka 
wajen samar da ingantaccen rahoto kan 
sakamakon zave.

A Samar Da 
Daidaituwar Ra’ayi 
Kan Tsarin Zave - 
Gbajabiamila Ga 
Ofishin Tarayyar 
Turai

Oloyede Ba Ya Gudanar Da Asusun Soshiyal Midiya, JAMB Ta Gargaxi ‘Yan Nijeriya

Matasan Katsina Sun Jefi Jami’ai A Yayin Ziyarar Buhari
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Registered voters still queueing to collect their Permanent Voters Card (PVC) at the INEC Office in lkotun at Alimosho LGA, Lagos State, recently.  PHOTO: NAN 

Again, INEC Extends PVCs Collection Deadline
BY CALEB ISHAYA 

Barely three weeks to the 2023 general elections, 
the Independent National Electoral Commission 
INEC has again, extended the deadline for 
collection of Permanent Voter Cards, PVCs. 

Recall that INEC had earlier extended the 
deadline to January 29 after the initial deadline 

of January 22.
The National Commissioner and Chairman, 

Information and Voter Education Committee, 
Festus Okoye, in a statement, on Saturday said 
that the decision was taken at the end of the 
commission’s meeting with Resident Electoral 
Commissioners, RECs

Okoye said INEC was encouraged by the 

turnout of registered voters and the surge in the 
number of collected PVCs across the federation. 
He, however, said, this will be the last extension 
of the exercise.

“Having reviewed reports from all the states 
of the federation, the commission is encouraged 
by the progress made so far as more Nigerians 
troop out daily to collect their PVCs.

“Arising from reports from the various 
states and discussions with Resident Electoral 
Commissioners, the commission has decided 
to further extend PVC collection in all its local 
council offices nationwide by an additional one 
week. The ongoing collection of PVCs nationwide 
will therefore continue and end on February 5, 
2023”.

FROM INIOBONG SUNDAY, UYO

With the February 25 National Assembly poll 
inching closer,  the leading contender on the 
platform of the Young Progressives Party ,YPP, Rt. 
Hon. Emmanuel Ekon, has debunked insinuations 
making the rounds that he was fronting for the 
All Progressives Congress, APC, candidate, Chief 
Godswill Akpabio.

Speaking in an interview in Uyo, the Akwa 
Ibom State capital at the weekend, the former 
House of Representatives member for Abak 
Federal Constituency, dismissed the rumour 
as “a deliberately orchestrated propaganda by 
mischief makers with evil intent to break the ranks 
of my teeming supporters across the 10 Local 
Government Areas of Akwa Ibom North-West”.

Ekon, a former two - term member and 
Chairman of the Local Content Committee in 
the 9th National Assembly, noted that “the major 
aim of the purveyors of such infantile and baseless 
falsehood are my competitors who are afraid of 
my towering popularity amongst the electorates, 
who are willing and ready to join hands with me 
to address decades of discrimination and injustice 

against the people of Abak Federal Constituency, 
who had never produced a Senator in the last 60 
years”.

Urging his teeming supporters to disregard 
the cheap lies intended to again rob the Abak 
Federal Constituency of its long and overdue 
right in 2023.  Ekon recalled that the slot had 
over the years been rotated only between the Ikot 
Ekpene, Ukanafun/Oruk and Ikono/Ini Federal 
Constituencies, leaving the zone he described as 
Abak--3, comprising of Abak, Etim Ekpo and Ika 
LGAs, to wallow in wanton underdevelopment, 
infrastructural decay and joblessness amongst 
the youths.

He said: “I, and Godswill Akpabio, we don’t 
belong to the same political party. Godswill is a 
member of APC, from Essien Udim LGA in Ikot 
Ekpene Federal Constituency.  By the grace of God, 
I am a candidate of the YPP, from Etim Ekpo, in 
Abak Federal Constituency. My major mission is 
to return to the Red Chamber in order to address 
these injustices meted on the zone for several 
years.

“I thank God for Chief Don Etiebet, he is a 
member of  the Board of Trustees ,BoT, of the APC, 

from Ukanafun/Oruk Anam Federal Constituency. 
He pointedly told Akpabio to leave this contest 
for only contenders from Abak--3, for the sake 
of justice, equity and fair play, yet he (Godswill) 
remains adamant, even when it was obvious that 
the former Deputy Inspector General of ,DIG, 
Udom Ekpoudom, my kinsman from Etim Ekpo 
LGA, was on the verge of getting the ticket.

“I am urging stakeholders, elders, leaders and 
youths including all eligible voters from the zone 
to rise up against this bare-face impunity and 
injustice against a people who had over the years 
chosen the path of honour to wait for this number 
of years. Therefore, we must take the battle in our 
hands to correct this anomaly with our permanent 
voter’s cards beginning with the Presidential and 
National Assembly polls on February 25.

“So, I am appealing to everyone desirous of 
this all important change to be armed with their 
PVCs to effect this necessary change peacefully, 
so that empowerment, jobs and infrastructural 
development can also locate the people in other 
areas. Godswill surrendered the slot in 2019 to 
outgoing Senator Chris Ekpenyong, his kinsman 
from the same Federal Constituency. Now, he is 

angling for the same seat again, it’s time to stop 
this unhealthy cycle for equity and fair play.

“I have been there for eight years in the Green 
Chamber and the records are there. As the 
Chairman of the Local Content Committee for four 
years (2015 -2019), beneficiaries of oil industry 
jobs, training, scholarships, skills acquisition, 
empowerment and infrastructural development 
are there for people to see courtesy of my effective 
representation.

“Then the latitude of my representation was 
small, this time around, going to the Red Chamber 
with your support, I promise to bring a new 
narrative of development as a ranking member 
with a larger latitude. I understand the essential 
needs of the people as we campaign across wards 
and villages of the Senatorial District.

“Let there be fresh air in Ikot Ekpene Senatorial 
District, the younger generation must embrace the 
paradigm shift from the old order. I understand 
people are being paid N10,000 each for their 
PVCs. I want to implore you, “If they come to you, 
collect the money, it’s your own, but don’t trade 
your conscience because if you do, you have sold 
yours for eight years”.

A’Ibom YPP Candidate Denies Fronting For Akpabio’s Senatorial Bid

WITH MUYIWA OYINLOLA    TEL: 08023647979
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All Progressives Congress, APC, alleged 
yesterday that the Peoples Democratic Party, 
PDP, had recruited social media actors to 
mount a campaign of calumny against it and 
its presidential candidate, Asiwaju Bola Ahmed 
Tinubu.

Mr Bayo Onanuga, Director, Media and 
Publicity, APC Presidential Campaign Council, 
PCC, made the allegation in a statement he 
issued in Abuja.

“We want to alert Nigerians to sinister moves 
and orchestrated plans of the PDP to unleash a 
wave of fake news, especially in Hausa language 
to malign, defame and delegitimize Tinubu and 
the APC.

“This scurrilous campaign by the PDP has 
already been perfected with a dedicated team 
working day and night from the PDP national 
headquarters at Wadata House, Abuja.

“PDP has also recruited many social media 
actors to carry out the campaign of calumny by 
proxy”, Onanuga stated.

He added that the APC PCC uncovered the evil 
plot targeted to manipulate Nigerians, especially 
those of northern extraction to see Tinubu in a 
bad light.

Onanuga stated that PDP did this thinking it 
was the only way it could have a chance at the Feb. 
25 Presidential Election.

“We consider it necessary at this point to avert 
the minds of Nigerians to this evil plan capable 
of causing disharmony, ill-will and needless 
crisis with attendant security implications in 
the country.

“The PDP and their hired social media 
influencers have already started pushing their 
nefarious contents,’’ Onanuga stressed.

According to him, PDP is doing this by spoofing 
and using parody social media accounts of popular 
newspapers and blogs to disseminate fake news 
with the aim of hoodwinking gullible Nigerians.

He stated that parody social media accounts 
such as Vanguard Hausa and Daily Trust Hausa 
were being used to circulate fake news on 
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, WhatsApp and 
other digital platforms.

“On Facebook, we found that Daily Trust Hausa 
was first created as K.R.K Media on Aug. 9, 2021. 
It changed its name to Daily Trust Media on Dec. 
7, 2022 and has a fake website address: daily.com.

“A second Daily Trust Hausa Facebook account 
was created on Aug. 13, 2022 as Facos News 
Hausa, with the objective of publishing posts on 
musicians. It changed its name on Dec. 29, 2022, 
just 22 days after its other clone.

“Vanguard Hausa was created Dec. 21, 2021. 
Its website failed to open.

“All these parody Facebook accounts were used 

FROM  RICHARD AKINTADE, OSOGBO

No fewer than 800 residents of Boluwaduro 
LGA of Osun State have benefited from the 
empowerment program sponsored by the 
Deputy Speaker, Osun House of Assembly, Hon. 
Popoola Simeon Olufemi.

Recalled that Hon. Popoola who is currently 
the Deputy Speaker house of Assembly on 
Assumption of office on June 9, 2019 and the 
eventual emergency as the Deputy Speaker 
of the 7th House of Assembly under the 
platform of All Progressives Congress, APC, has 
remained focused, determined and a goal getter 
in ensuring that his promises and continued 
success and development of his constituents 
are achieved.

The lawmaker was first elected to the House 
of Assembly in 1999. He later became Special 
Assistant on Commerce to former governor 
Rauf Aregbesola before he was elected back 

to the house of representative of Boripe / 
Boluwaduro constituents, being a tested and 
trusted hand.

He has been providing quality representation 
based on the promise made and promise kept.

Speaking at the Empowerment programme 
held at St Thomas Secondary School, Otan-
Ayegbaju, In Osogbo, capital of Osun State,  Hon. 
Popoola who is also representing Boluwaduro/
Boripe Local government constituents disclosed 
that hairdryers, sewing machines, generating 
sets and gas cylinders are given to beneficiaries 
who are artisans and farmers.

He said beneficiaries who were carefully 
selected in Boripe and Boluwaduro went home 
with Hairdryers, chest freezers, grinding and 
sewing machines, generating sets, sprayers’ gas 
cylinders among others.

“I have contributed to my people in 
Education, social intervention, health delivery, 
employment, grants for petty traders and a 

routine package programme towards supporting 
market women and the vulnerable in Boripe/ 
Boluwaduro State Constituency”.

The Philanthropist and trusted politicians 
stressed that about 39 personal aides which 
cut across all the wards in Boripe/Boluwaduro 
namely Iragbiji, Ororuwo, Agba, Ada, Erinpa , 
Igbajo among others has been put on monthly 
pay as a way of impacting their lives.

Hon Popoola, an experienced legislator and 
trusted politicians was praised by constituents 
and Monarch for putting together such a 
massive social intervention programme 
which caters for the needs of the people and 
make beneficiaries of the empowerment 
programme increasing their standard of living 
and contribute to the overall efforts of the 
government to alleviate poverty in the land.

It was a huge success which saw the State 
Constituency having a feel of the dividend of 
good representation by the Deputy Speaker.

APC Accuses PDP Of Planning 
Campaign Of Calumny Against Tinubu

Over 800 Constituents Benefit From Osun Deputy 
Speaker’s Empowerment Programme

Uzodimma

Tinubu Atiku

FROM ONYEAÑUNA ONYEDIKACHI, OWERRI

Imo State Governor, Sen. Hope Uzodimma 
has commended members of the Association 
of Nigerian Physicians in America who have 
arrived in the State for an intensive five day 
medical outreach in Imo.

Receiving the members led by Dr. Chinyere 
Anyaogu at the weekend in his office at 
Government House, Owerri, and the Governor 
lauded them for their thoughtfulness and 
willingness to give back to the society, 
reminding them that no sacrifice made for the 
sake of humanity should be regretted.

Governor Uzodimma who also told the 
visiting doctors the efforts his government 
has been making to improve the wellbeing of 
the citizens of the State assured them that he 
will support all the efforts being made to better 
the lives of the people.

An elated Governor Uzodimma personally 
took to his social media handle to express his 
feelings about the medical outreach.

His words: “It was a pleasure to receive in 
the audience, yesterday, the President and 
members of the Association of Nigerian 
Physicians in America, who arrived in Imo 
State for a certified medical mission across 
the State.

“Recall that during the live phone-in 
programme I held early this month at the 
Government House Owerri, I announced our 
partnership with the Association, once again, 
for a medical mission across the State.

“This is a charity service from the Association 
to our people, especially those in the rural 
areas and as usual, we will accord them every 
support and necessity for an effective outreach 
even as I wished them a seamless exercise.

“As they offer this selfless service to our 
people, it is my prayers that God will provide 
for them abundantly, all that they desire”.

The Imo State Government is collaborating 
with members of the Association, mainly 
medical experts practising in America, for the 
purpose of giving free medical treatment to 
interested citizens with one health challenge 
or the other in Imo State.

The medical outreach will kick-off at the Imo 
State Specialist Hospital, Umugumma, Owerri 
on Monday, January 30, 2023 and will end on 
February 3, 2023.

During the outreach, the visiting doctors 
will perform different forms of surgeries on 
patients who may be having one form of health 
condition or the other that requires operations 
at the Federal University Teaching Hospital 
,formerly FMC, Owerri.

Uzodimma 
Congratulates 
Diaspora Physicians 
For Free Medical 
Outreach

by the PDP on Saturday to publish malicious 
fake news that trucks carrying old naira notes 
belonging to Tinubu were arrested in Lagos’’, 
Onanuga stressed.

He said for clarification, Daily Trust publishes 
a Hausa newspaper called Aminiya, which was 
also on Facebook with the same name, adding 
that the Council was not aware that Vanguard 
had a similar publication.

He, therefore, implored the two newspapers, 
Daily Trust and Vanguard to inform Facebook 
and Meta that they had been cloned by fake news 
merchants for political offensives, masterminded 
by the PDP.

He added that part of the PDP’s evil 
machinations would be to make false claims 
and allegations against President Muhammadu 
Buhari, Asiwaju Tinubu, his running mate, 
Sen. Kashim Shettima and other APC national, 
regional, zonal and state leaders.

He said the PDP planned to do this in 
manipulated videos, doctored voice-overs, 
photoshopped images and other means all in a 
bid to win the coming election by hook or crook.

“The PDP and its presidential candidate, Alhaji 
Atiku Abubakar knows they can’t win this coming 
election.

“They also know Nigerians will never vote for 
the PDP to take over the leadership of Nigeria 
after inflicting 16 years of misery on them.

“The legacies the party left behind were 

insecurity, badly managed economy, looted 
treasury, and derelict national infrastructure 
in roads, power, ports, rail and pipelines among 
many others.

“The Buhari-led administration is still 
struggling to unmake the massive damage done 
to our country by the PDP”, Onanuga said.

He added that because Atiku’s presidential 
campaign was heading to a crash, PDP futilely 
hoped to avoid the impending electoral defeat 
by sponsoring co-ordinate fake news assaults on 
APC, its presidential candidate and even against 
the government.

He urged Nigerians and most especially 
compatriots in the northern part of the country 
not to allow themselves to be deceived.

Onanuga stressed that Atiku and PDP had 
nothing good to offer Nigerians other than to 
enrich himself, family members and cronies as 
revealed in audio and video leaks by his former 
Media Aide, Mike Achimugu.

He assured that the President Buhari-led APC 
administration was working very hard to solve 
many of Nigeria’s decades-long problems across 
sectors.

He added that it was only another APC 
administration of Tinubu and Shettima that 
could continue, sustain and improve on the 
trajectory of good governance that began in 2015.

Efforts to get PDP officials to respond were 
abortive. 
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Borno State Gov Babagana Zulum has said that 
victory of the All Progressives Congress ,APC, in 
the Presidential Election in the state is certain.

Zulum, who stated this yesterday in 
Maiduguri while addressing some of the APC 
members at a stakeholders’ meeting, however, 
urged members to work for a landslide, with a 
big margin.

The News Agency of Nigeria reports that the 
meeting was organised by the state chapter 
of the APC Presidential Campaign Council 
Stakeholders’ Relations Directorate.

Zulum, represented by the Commissioner of 
Transport, Alhaji Abubakar Tijjani, said with 
Sen. Kashim Shettima, an indigene of Borno is 
in the race as the vice-presidential candidate, the 
people of the state would not disappoint him.

He expressed the confidence that the people 
of the state would show their support with 
the crowd that would grace the forthcoming 
presidential campaign in Maiduguri.

“We have seen the crowds in the states visited 
by the Tinubu-Shettima campaign team. We 
need to make that of Borno spectacular so as to 
pass a message”, he said.

Also speaking, the State APC Chairman, 
Alhaji Ali Dalori, represented by Mohammed 
Mustapha, said that Borno, which delivered 
96% of its votes to the party in the last election, 
remained committed to setting a new record.

He said that the party needed to intensify its 
door-to-door campaign and voter education for 
people to collect their voter cards to enable more 
people to vote in the state.

In his address of welcome, Leader of the 
stakeholders, Alhaji Ahmed Aishemi, said that 
the meeting was organised to energise the party 
to do more in mobilising the people of the state.

Aishemi said that Borno had never had 
it so good under the APC-led government 
of President Muhammadu Buhari, as it had 
brought relative peace and development to the 
state.

Aishemi also said that aside from the fact that 
the people of the state were well-represented in 
the Buhari-led administration, the nomination 

Real Initiative, in conjunction with Concerned 
Ikorodu Division Youths ,CIDY, Lagos State, has 
appealed to political office holders to prioritise 
investment in youths for development and self-
reliance in their constituents.

Mr Oluwaseun Elesho, President and 
Coordinator of CIDY, made the appeal on 
Sunday at an interactive session and debate, 
organised for some party candidates at the 
Ikorodu Town Hall.

The News Agency Nigeria  reports that 
candidates in Ikorodu, seeking election into the 
legislature from different political parties, were 
present for the debate.

They include Mr Oladapo Sunday, African 
Democratic Congress ,ADC, Adekunle 
Aderibigbe of New Nigeria People Party ,NNPP, 
Mrs Bukky Ogunnote of African Alliance ,AA, 
Mr AFeez Abusanni, African Alliance Congress, 
AAC.

Others are Idowu Adeleke ,AA, Onibudo 
Abiodun .NNPP, Kazeem Adenike ,AA, Babasola 
Babatomiwa ,ADC, and Kasumu Shamsideen 
,AAC.

Elesho said recent reports by the Independent 
National Electoral Commission ,INEC, show 
that youths made up the highest number of 
the electorate and needed to know what plans 
candidates seeking their votes had for them.

‘The debate is organised to ensure that people 
of the constituency have direct interface with 
their candidates and their plans if they are 

elected.
“The electorate will have direct engagement 

with respective candidates of the different 
parties on how to tackle and improve the lives of 
people, especially youths in the constituencies”, 
he said.

Elesho used the opportunity to also warn 
youths not to engage themselves in political 
violence as the forthcoming general elections 
draw nearer.

Answering questions from the youths on 
their plans for the constituencies if voted as 
the lawmakers, the candidates unfolded what 
they had in store.

Mr Oladapo Moses, an ADC candidate, 
promised to improve the primary health care 
service delivery and make legislation oversight 
checks to balance some abnormalities going and 
ensure service is delivered properly.

He promised to also engage in a robust 
empowerment programme in all quarters and 
communities in the constituency to make 
youths self reliant.

Mrs Olubukola Ogunnote of AA promised to 
improve women participation in politics because 
women are very passionate in tackling issues 
and doing multiple taxes at the same time.

She also said, “As an artist in the 
entertainment industry, I will make Ikorodu 
become a tourist attraction and ensure that 
more people are offered scholarships to boost 
their education”.

Mr Adekunle Aderibigbe of the NNPP said 
he would sponsor bills and collaborate with 
community associations and leaders to highlight 
pressing challenges and how it can be solved as 
well as to engage youths in skills acquisition 
programmes.

Mr Gbolahan Ogunleye, a candidate of 
the APC, said he would sponsor bills that 
would create an enabling environment 
for manufacturing companies, facilitate 
construction of more good roads and engage in 
a strong lobby in the house to get things done.

Ogunleye promised to carry people along 
as a legislator and positively impact on the 
constituency, adding that if voted in as a 
lawmaker, he would help lots of youth with 
empowerment programmes that would benefit 
them.

He commended the organisers of the 
programme, saying youths should be able to 
know and screen the candidates based on their 
promises in order to make the right choices.

Mr Afeez Abusanni, candidate of AAC for 
constituency 2, said he would sponsor bills for 
special people and education that would allow 
indigenes to enjoy free education from cradle to 
University level.

Mr Idowu Adekeke, candidate of AA 
constituency 2, said he would revamp the 
economy with mental and physical capacity to 
reconstruct affordable shops for which owners 
will pay in installment.

Victory Certain For APC In Borno – Zulum

Group To Political Officeholders: Prioritise Investment In Youths

Zulum

Bwacha

A Federal High Court sitting in Jalingo 
on Saturday night dismissed an alleged 
certificate forgery case brought before 
it by Chief David  Kente, against the 
governorship candidate of the APC, Sen. 
Emmanuel Bwacha, for lack of evidence.

Justice Bala  Usman, in his ruling, said the 
plaintiff  and his counsel failed to provide 
evidence to back his allegation against the 
APC governorship candidate as required by 
both the INEC and the constitution.

Usman further held that having carefully 
listened to all parties involved in the matter, 
the plaintiff lacked proof of evidence to 
support his case and consequently struck 
it out.

Reacting to the judgment, Mr Dangana 
Tukura, Counsel to  Sen. Bwacha, described 
the judgment as a landmark event.

Similarly, Mr Boniface Lorkumbur, 
counsel to the APC also hailed the position 
of the court as a true demonstration of fair 
justice in the eye of the law.

Lorkumbur commended the judge for 
his courage and patience in listening to 
all parties as well as delivering a sound 
judgment.

He further said that the inability of the 
plaintiff to call witnesses, especially those 
institutions where the 3rd respondent had 
passed through shows that they didn’t have 
a case against the respondent.

Meanwhile, Mr. John Yuwa, counsel 
to chief Kente, expressed that he and his 
team of lawyers would find time to study 
the judgment and advised their client on 
the next line of action as the judgment was 
brief.

The News Agency of Nigeria recalls that 
Chief Kente had approached the Federal 
High Court Jalingo, through his counsel, 
John Yuwa, alleging that the governorship 
candidate in Taraba, forged some of the 
documents submitted to the INEC that 
qualified him to contest the Primary 
Election of the party.

The plaintiff accused the 3rd respondent 
of criminal presentation of false 
information to the electoral empire and 
the APC.

NAN further reports that the APC, INEC, 
and Bwacha were first, second and third 
respondents in the suit. 

Court Dismisses 
Suit Against 
Taraba APC Guber 
Candidate

of Shettima, its son, as the vice-presidential 
candidate remained another big plus that 
must be reciprocated with massive votes by the 
citizens.

Many speakers at the occasion stressed the 
need for mobilising the public, particularly those 
yet to collect their PVCs, to go and get them.

According to them, the forthcoming 2023 
election is a special one for the people of Borno 
that requires the participation of everyone.

Bill To Enact LG Law Suffers Setback In 
Katsina Assembly

Deputy Speaker of Katsina State House of 
Assembly, Alhaji Shehu-Dalhatu Tafoki, says 
the bill to enact the State Local Government 
Law 2022 has been stalled at a plenary in the 
parliament.

Tafoki said this while addressing newsmen 
yesterday in Katsina.

He said that the bill, which scaled the third 
reading, was an executive submission to repeal 
the State Local Government Law Cap.178 of 
2000.

According to him, the Assembly has directed 
the House Legal Services Department to 
resubmit the bill on Jan. 31 for further 
legislative deliberation.

The Deputy Speaker said that some members, 
during the plenary, observed that the bill did not 
take care of the allowances of ward heads, earlier 
agreed by the house.

“Therefore, we urged the house to suspend 
deliberation on the bill to enable us to study it 
critically”, he said.
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Djokovic Wins Australian Open, Equals Nadal’s Record 

sports news
Novak Djokovic has won a record-extending 10th 
Australian Open and a record-equalising 22nd 
Grand Slam men’s title by using all of his talent 
and nous to see off Stefanos Tsitsipas.

Serbia’s Djokovic started strongly and dug deep 
in the second set on his way to a 6-3 7-6 (7-4) 7-6 
(7-5) victory.

The 35-year-old, who draws level with Rafael 
Nadal in major wins, will return to the world 
number one ranking.

Greece’s Tsitsipas, 24, continues his wait for a 

first Grand Slam triumph.
“I have to say this has been one of the most 

challenging tournaments I have ever played in my 
life considering the circumstances, not playing last 
year, coming back this year”, said Djokovic.

“I try to pinch myself and really live through 
these moments. It’s a long journey. Only the team 
and the family knows what we have been through 
in the last four or five weeks.

“I would say this is probably the biggest victory 
of my life, considering those circumstances.

Tsitsipas lost to Djokovic in his first major final 
at the 2021 French Open after relinquishing a two-
set lead but, this time in Melbourne, he was always 
chasing the match.

In the few precious opportunities he had to 
threaten Djokovic - notably a set point to level the 
match at one set all - the third seed was unable to 
take them.

Djokovic has not lost at Melbourne Park since 
2018 - a streak spanning a record 28 matches in 
the men’s singles.

Russian table tennis league champion Fakel-
Gazprom Orenburg will today Monday, January 30, 
unveil their new signee Quadri Aruna at a colourful 
occasion in Moscow, the Russian capital.

According to the itinerary of Nigerian, the 
signing ceremony which will precede the unveiling 
will hold at the headquarters of Gazprombank 
,GPB, owner of Fakel-Gazprom Orenburg based 
in Moscow.

The Nigerian will early on Monday, January 30 
undergo medical before the singing and unveiling 
ceremonies in Moscow.

GPB is a private-owned Russian bank and the 
third largest bank in Russia funds the club after the 
signing of the agreement, Aruna will be unveiled to 
the fans later today in Moscow.

Also, the necessary work permit needed by 

Aruna will also be obtained by the management of 
the club this week ahead of their league match on 
Friday, February 3 against Samara at the Russian 
Table Tennis Centre in Moscow.

Aruna joined the Russian 10-time champion early 
this year from Bundesliga side TTC RhönSprudel 
Fulda-Maberzell for the remaining part of the 
2022/2023 season.

The Nigerian joined the Russian champion 
alongside Chinese internationals An Yan and Hongyu 
Chen and they are expected to continue the team 
tradition of dominating the lucrative Russian league 
this season.

An elated Aruna said after his arrival in Moscow 
at the weekend that the reception accorded him by 
the club management would surely inspire him to 
give his best in the league.

Aruna Quadri To Be Unveiled By Russian Club Today

Ahmadu Bello Stadium: FG Formally Transfer Custody To Kaduna State
Development ,  Mr  Sunday 
Dare alongside the Governor 
of Kaduna State, H. E. Mallam 
Nasiru El-Rufai,  who both 
signed the Memorandum of 
Understanding ,MoU, on behalf 
of the Federal Government 
and Kaduna State Government 
reiterated the commitment of 
President Muhammad Buhari’s 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  t o  s p o r t s 
development in Nigeria. 

According to the Minister, 
“Signing of the MoU signifies 
the official transfer of the stadium 

which is long overdue”, adding that it follows the 
earlier traditions of transfer of Tafawa Balewa 
Stadium to Bauchi State Government and Nnamdi  
Azikiwe Stadium to  Enugu State. 

Dare expressed confidence that the Kaduna State 
Government will develop and effectively manage 
the national infrastructural edifice for the benefit of 
the entire 19 northern states and Nigeria, stressing 
that sports infrastructure is the backbone of Sports 
development. 

JOEL AJAYI

Federal Government has formally transferred the 
custody and management of the Ahmadu Bello 
Stadium, Kaduna to the Kaduna State Government 
in line with the implementation of the National 
Sports Industry Policy, NSIP, which centers on 
sub-national governments as well as private sector 
involvement in sports development in Nigeria. 

The Honourable Minister of Sports and Youth 

He urged other Governors to emulate the Kaduna 
State Government who have spent over N300m to 
revive the formerly abandoned stadium making it 
accessible for sporting activities. 

In his remarks, Governor of Kaduna State, 
Mallam Nasiru El-Rufai expressed gratitude to 
President Buhari and the Honourable Minister 
of the Federal Ministry of Sports and Youth 
Development, Sunday Dare for giving the State the 
opportunity to own and control the Ahmadu Bello 
Stadium bequeathed to the northern states by the 
late Premier, Sir Ahmadu Bello who incidentally 
was an active sports man. 

He stated further that some of his peer group that 
grew up in Kaduna; see the stadium as an icon of 
tourist attraction and revenue generation. 

According to the Governor, “We have very great 
plans for the stadium, we intend to modernize it to 
a world standard edifice suitable for everyone to 
watch football and other sports events”, he said. 

The Governor also promised to revive the three 
Olympic standard Swimming Pools, and collaborate 
with the private sector in ensuring that all other 
uncompleted facilities within the stadium are fully 
completed and operational. 
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Coach of Remo Stars Daniel Ogunmodede 
has attributed his team’s defeat to mistakes 
they committed during the game.

The Sky Blue Boys suffered a heavy 3-0 
to Bendel Insurance in the Match day 4 of the 
league played on Saturday in Benin.

During a post-match reaction, the coach 
agreed that Insurance deserved to be on top 
of the table for now.

“It’s not an extremely bad performance for 
me, they played well and played according 
to instructions but this is football you can’t 
do without mistakes.

“We suffered the 3 goals out of carelessness 
and Insurance took advantage of it.

We conceded three cheap goals, and 
unbeaten ends but the league is a marathon 
and we are still 2nd on the log, maybe 
Insurance deserved to be at the top for now 
because they won 4 games”, he said.

NPFL: We Suffered 
For Our Mistakes 
– Remo Stars Coach

Barcelona winger Ousmane Dembele 
may miss his team’s Europa League tie 
against Manchester United after sustaining a 
quadriceps injury on Saturday.

Dembele was substituted after 25 minutes 
of the Spanish league leaders’ 1-0 win at 
Girona in La Liga and the club confirmed his 
injury later Saturday in a statement.

Reports in Spain suggest the French winger 
could miss between three to four weeks.

Barcelona welcomes the English side to 
Camp Nou on February 16, after league games 
against Real Betis, Sevilla and Villarreal, and 
a Copa del Rey semi-final next week.

Dembele, 25, is in the best form of his 
Barcelona career, with this his first injury 
since coach Xavi Hernandez took over in 
November 2021.

Following his move from Borussia 
Dortmund in 2017 for 105 million euros 
(USD 114 million) plus add-ons, the forward 
endured a string of injury issues which 
stopped him progressing at Barcelona.

Barca Winger To 
Miss Man Utd Clash

Dembele

Ogunmodede
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Alexander Abolore Adegbola Akande, better 
known by the stage name *9ice* it was, who 
produced and popularised the song “Street 
Credibility,” as one of his famous offerings 
in the early years of his two-decade career. 
It was his message to critics and doubters of 
the genuineness of his artistic talent. It was 
signal of his preparedness to carve a niche for 
himself on the star-studded entertainment 
scene. He dared dissenters to “check my fans,” 
to interrogate his file of followers, his *street 
credibility,* as it were and be convinced he 
was on the social scene for good and would 
distinguish himself. *Gongo aso,* (something 
momentous will be), was the first hit from the 
album, which received global airplay. *9ice* has 
gone ahead to entrench himself on the artistic 
scene as one of the nation’s renowned musical 
artistes. 

Muhammadu Buhari, Nigeria’s president, on 
Thursday January 26, 2023, began a two-day 
official visit to his home state, Katsina. Aminu 
Masari his host and chief executive of the state, 
lined up one dozen projects for commissioning 
and inspection by his guest. Just before 
Buhari’s coming, Masari had approved a 
whopping N500 million, shared evenly among 
the local government areas in the state, for the 
mobilisation of their constituents. They were 
needed to accord rousing welcome to their 
special guest and homeboy, Buhari. People 
actually had to receive fiscal inducement 
and be herded into all manner of vehicular 
contraptions, to enable them receive their 
president, a *son-of-the-soil* for that matter. 
With a fair idea of government expenditure 
spreadsheet for events such as the coming of 
an August guest like the president or a high 
profile foreign dignitary, government spending 
would easily be more. 

Government facilities would be freshly 
lacquered and adorned with new furnishings. 
There would be durbars, state banquets 
and souvenirs for the big masquerade and 
his entourage, among other subheadings. 
With Buhari’s continuing flirtation with his 
kinsmen in Niger and Chad republics, there 
could be high level representation from both 
countries, of course at the expense of the host 

entity. This is not precluding the quantum 
guzzle of premium motor spirit, (PMS) by 
the hundreds of automobiles involved in the 
visit, ever racing at demon-crazed velocities, as 
though there will be no tomorrow. When the 
figures are tallied, Buhari’s official visit could 
easily outstrip the billion naira mark! 

The commissioning and inspection of projects 
such as flyovers, roads, healthcare facilities, 
educational infrastructure, manufacturing 
concerns among others, featured on Buhari’s 
itinerary during the visit. Masari earned 
profuse plaudits from his special guest for 
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CARDthe tangible and visible investments of his 

administration in his state and the citizenry. 
Katsina seems to have been privileged since 
the outset of the fourth republic, with 
visionary and committed leaders. Umaru 
Yar’Adua who was a two-term governor before 
his shortlived stint as president, set the pace in 
visionary governance. I was on the entourage 
of former president Olusegun Obasanjo on a 
state visit in 2002, and was impressed by what 
I saw, especially in the area of the provision of 
road infrastructure across the state. 

Yar’Adua equally earned adulation from 
Obasanjo for his remarkable frugality, which 
fits into Obasanjo’s principal mantra for 
leadership recruitment. Yar’Adua’s thrifty 
approach to administration, was one of the 
attributes which earned him consideration 
by Obasanjo as successor. A few other very 
competent, committed alternatives, were 
bypassed by Obasanjo in the process. Atiku 
Abubakar, Obasanjo’s deputy, and Aliyu 
Mohammed Gusau, a heavily decorated former 
army general, were possibilities. Ibrahim 
Shema, Yar’Adua’s successor in Katsina, 
progressed the state from that point, from 
the bit I glimpsed in 2014 when I attended 
the annual conference of the Nigerian Guild 
of Editors, (NGE), hosted by the Katsina 
State Government. Reports about Buhari’s 
most recent visit, seem to lend credence to 
the continuing endowment of the state with 
performing leaderships. 

In some of the public functions he attended 
in recent weeks and months, Buhari has alluded 
to three principal issues, as his administration 
winds down in four months, inevitably. First, 
he believes he has done his very best serving 
Nigeria since he was inaugurated May 29, 
2015. I imagine he probably wants us to be 
grateful to him for offering us his “very best 
services.” Secondly, he wants to stay as far as 
possible from the seat of government, Abuja, 
so as not be construed as meddling with the 
successor administration. Third, he desires 
that history be kind to him, when stock is 
taken of his eight year regime, vis-a-vis the 
achievements of his predecessors. 

Masari earned 
profuse plaudits 
from his special guest 
for the tangible and 
visible investments 
of his administration 
in his state and the 
citizenry.

“

Buhari’s Katsina Foretaste Of His “Street Credibility”
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To terrorists 
who abducted 

four students of 
Zamfara Health 
College and 
demanding huge 
ransom.Buhari

CONTINUE ON PAGE 17


