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Pix 1 and 2: 
Coalition of Civil 
Society Groups 
carrying out 
sensitisation 
campaign on 
new naira notes 
and cashless 
policy at Garki 
market and 
College of 
Education Zuba.

Hackers Made 
66 Attempts 
On FEC Virtual 
Meetings 
– Pantami
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Trails Ifa Market 
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Village Head’s 
Suspension
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As the January 31 deadline for the 
end of the usage of old naira notes 
inches in, Coalition of Civil Society 
for Good Governance, CCSGG, 
yesterday, went to schools, markets 
and other public places to sensitise 

Nigerians on the new naira notes 
and designs. The coalition was led by 
its president, Bassey Etuk, to kick-
start the sensitisation in the Federal 
Capital Territory, FCT, where they 
made the people to understand the 

reason behind the new naira notes 
and designs introduced into the 
financial sector by the Central Bank 
of Nigeria, CBN, under the leadership 
of the governor, Godwin Emefiele.

The president led some of his team 

to Garki Modern Market, College 
of Education amongst others in 
the FCT. According to Etuk, the 
sensitisation will clarify the thoughts 
and perception of Nigerians about 
the new naira notes and designs 

based on the fact that there have 
been less understanding about the 
laudable policy and step taken by 
the CBN.

FG’ll Provide 
Adequate Security 
For Coming 
Elections 
– Aregbesola

PAGE 20

Looters 
Should Not Go 
Unpunished 
– Buhari

PAGE 4

Presidency: I’ll 
Restructure, 
Decentralise 
Powers To 
States, LGAs, 
Says Atiku

PAGE 6
CBN Launches 
Domestic 
Card To Boost 
e-Payment 
System

Charges In Dollars Cause 
Of Scarcity – Marketers

PAGE 9

Coalition Takes New Naira Notes Sensitisation To Schools, Markets, Others

y
FUEL CRISIS

Say next govt should dislodge oil cartel Suppliers halt product over NNPC’s indebtedness

PAGE 16 PAGE 4

CONTINUE ON PAGE 5

2

1



Friday, January 27, 20232 www.aljazirahnews.com

 نيجيريا الجزير
 
ة

 

 نيجيريا الجزير
 
ة

 Juma’at

From these blessed 
times is the blessed 
day of Friday!
The Arabic word 
for Friday is Yawm 
al-Jumu‘ah, which 
literally means the 
‘day of gathering or 
assembly’.

“

12 Unique Virtues Of Fridays!
BY YASRAB SHAH

Not all times of the day, week or year are the 
same with Allah - He prefers some over others. 
The Prophet (saw) urged us to expose ourselves to 
these blessed times where Allah casts His winds 
of mercy into His creation:

From these blessed times is the blessed day of 
Friday!

The Arabic word for Friday is Yawm al-Jumu‘ah, 
which literally means the ‘day of gathering or 
assembly’.

Prior to Islam, the Arabs used to called this 
day ’al-‘Arubah’, which has the connotations of 
it being a nice day. It was Ka‘b ibn Lu’ayy, the 
seventh grandfather of the Prophet (saw) who 
changed the name to al-Jumu‘ah, as he used to 
gather the Quraish, the tribe of the Prophet (saw) 
on a Friday, after the sun reached its zenith. Ka’b 
ibn Lu’ayy was firm on the religion of the Prophet 
Ibrahim (as), having absolute conviction in the 

coming of the Prophet Muhammad (saw).
Later on, the Quraish used to also ‘gather’ 

to listen to Qusayy ibn Kilab, known as ‘al-
Mujammi’, the gatherer (the fourth grandfather 
of the Prophet (saw)) in Dar an-Nadwah, which 
he established opposite the Noble Ka‘bah.

We will now explore twelve unique virtues of 
Friday that makes it so special!

1) IT IS THE ORIGINAL BLESSED DAY
The following hadith reveals that the most blessed 
day of the week has always been Friday:

This is due to previous nations disputing about 
this issue:

The Messenger of Allah (saw) said, ’We 
(Muslims) are the last (to come) but (will be) the 
foremost on the Day of Resurrection, though the 
former nations were given the Scriptures before 
us. Then, this was their day (i.e. Friday) that was 
prescribed for them, but they differed about it. So 
Allah gave us the guidance for it (Friday) and all 
the other people are behind us in this respect: the 
Jews’ (holy day is) tomorrow and the Christians’ 
is the day after tomorrow’. [Bukhari and Muslim]

2) A SURAH IS NAMED AFTER FRIDAY
Allah only mentions two days of the week in the 
Noble Qur’an, namely Saturday and Friday. Below 
is the only ayah that specifically mentions Friday 
by name:

Not only does Allah mention Friday, He also 
named an entire Surah after it, namely Chapter 
62, Surah al-Jumu‘ah. This shows the great 
importance of this day with our Lord.

3) ALLAH (SWT) SWEARS BY FRIDAY
We mentioned above that a Surah is named after 
Friday. Now we will see below that Allah also 
swears by Friday in the Noble Qur’an:

With regards to the above ayah, the Messenger 
of Allah (saw) said, ’The Promised Day is the Day 
of Resurrection, and the one witnessed is the 
Day of ’Arafah, and the witness is Friday. The 
sun does not rise nor set upon a day that is more 

virtuous than it. In it, there is an hour in which 
no believing worshipper makes a supplication 
to Allah for good, except that Allah answers it 
for him, and he does not seek Allah’s protection 
from evil, except that He protects him from it’. 
[Tirmidhi]

SubhanAllah, not only does Allah swear by 
Friday, He also singles out a specific time in it 
(the last hour before sunset) in which He answers 
all our du’as!

4) IT IS DEEPLY CONNECTED TO THE 
PROPHET ADAM (AS)
There are five significant events in the life of our 
great forefather, the Prophet Adam (as), that took 
place on Friday:
•	  ‘Allah created Adam’ [Ibn Majah]
•	 ‘He was made to enter Paradise’ [Muslim]
•	 ‘His repentance (Tawbah) was accepted’ 

[Abu Dawud]
•	 ‘Allah sent down Adam to earth’ [Ibn 

Majah]
•	 ‘Allah caused Adam to die’ [Ibn Majah]
The following hadith reveals that Allah created 

the Prophet Adam (as) in the last hour before 
sunset:

As mentioned before, this is the hour in which 
Allah accepts all supplications.

5) IT IS THE BEST DAY OF THE WEEK
Further to the above ahadith - which make it clear 
that Friday is a blessed and significant day - the 
Prophet (saw) actually explicitly said that Friday 
is the best day of the week:

SubhanAllah, when it is put into such clear 
terms, there is no doubt that we should be paying 
extra attention to our good deeds on Friday! 
Whether this is by reading more Qur’an, praying 
extra prayers, or giving Sadaqah, it’s important 
for us to maximise our efforts on the best day of 
the week.

6) IT IS A DAY OF EID
Friday is viewed by Muslims as an Eid festival 

each week:
The Messenger of Allah (saw) said, ’Indeed this 
(day of Friday) is a day of Eid (festival), which 
Allah has made for the Muslims. So whoever 
comes to the Friday (prayer), let him take a bath, 
and if he has perfume then let him put some on. 
And upon you (I urge to use) is the tooth stick 
(siwak/miswak)’. [Ibn Majah]

The fact that Friday is like an Eid for us could 
explain why the Prophet (saw) advised us not to 
single out Fridays for fasting. Instead, if you want 
to fast on a Friday - for whatever reason - it is best 
to fast on Thursday or Saturday as well:

The Messenger of Allah (saw) said, ’None of 
you should fast on Friday, but only that he fasts 
before it or he fasts after it’. [Muslim]

7) ALLAH PERFECTED THE RELIGION ON 
A FRIDAY
As we have mentioned, the significant event 
of our father Adam’s (as) creation took place 
on a Friday. However, there are many more 
momentous events which Friday was divinely 
selected for - including the perfection of Islam 
for this Ummah.

On the authority of Tariq ibn Shihab (ra) who 
said, ’A man from the Jews came to ’Umar [ra] 
and said, “O Commander of the Believers, if 
this following verse had been revealed upon us 
- ‘This day I have perfected your religion for you, 
completed My favours upon you, and have chosen 
for you Islam as your religion’ [The Noble Qur’an, 
5:3] - (then) we would have taken that day as an 
Eid day’“.

’Umar [ra] said, “I know definitely on what day 
this ayah was revealed; it was revealed on the Day 
of ’Arafah, on a Friday“’. [Bukhari]

Islam was thus completed on a day which was 
‘a double Eid’. It was Friday, which is an Eid for 
Muslims. And it was also the Day of ’Arafah (9th 
Dhul Hijjah), which is an Eid for those who are 
on Hajj:

Source: Muslim Hands
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organisation collocated with 
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It is no longer news that there has been a resurgence 
of the Coronavirus, COVID-19 few weeks ago in 
China, leading to lockdowns in many of its cities 
to avoid a spread within and outside the country. 
Recall that the first outbreak was alleged to have 
sparked off in Wuhan, China.

February 27, would mark exactly three years since 
the first case of Coronavirus disease, COVID-19 was 
first detected in Nigeria. This was largely aided by 
the prompt notification of health authorities by an 
astute attending physician. Since then, Nigeria has 
confirmed an excess of 3000,000 cases, recorded 
over 3,500 deaths, and learnt major lessons in 
its bid to strengthen the country’s health system 
to cope with other infectious diseases and future 
health emergencies.

Prior to COVID-19, the world was preparing for a 
possible influenza pandemic, yet the arrival of SARS-
CoV-2 highlighted inadequacies in global pandemic 
preparedness. Given the interconnectedness of the 
world, now essentially a global village, we are at 
constant risk of public health emergencies that have 
the potential to greatly disrupt lives and livelihoods 
like COVID-19 did. This makes it critical to learn 
from lessons taught by this pandemic to strengthen 
preparedness and response to other diseases in 
line with our mandate. We have continued to face 
outbreaks of cholera and Lassa fever concurrently 
with the COVID-19 pandemic.

Previous COVID-19 pandemic response had 
recorded the largest political commitment in the 
history of health system development in Nigeria due 
to its global relevance and impact on our economy. 
That had provided opportunities for prioritising 
health on the political agenda and attracting the 
required future investment in health security. We all 

COVID-19 Resurgence In China 
And Lessons For Nigeria

have the responsibility to encourage and continue to 
hold authorities accountable to sustain interest and 
investment in healthcare in general and particularly 
for health security.

The Nigeria Centre for Disease Control, NCDC, as 
Nigeria’s national public health institute is mandated 
to lead on the preparedness, detection, and response 
to disease outbreaks of public health importance 
and to mitigate the health impact of public health 
emergencies/disasters. In the last six years, several 
efforts have been made towards improving our 
health system, as well as increased investment in 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic. During the 
pandemic, the NCDC supported the establishment 
of infectious disease treatment centres, molecular 
laboratories, and public health emergency operation 
centres in all States, and provided equipment 
required for critical care in hospitals e.g., dialysis 
machines. NCDC had also led the training of over 
40,000 health workers on infection prevention 
control, completed the digitalisation of the 
country’s infectious disease surveillance system, 
provided support including vehicles for outbreak 
investigation across states, and ensured regular 
supplies of treatment and testing supplies among 
other activities. Despite this progress, it is essential 
that these investments in health infrastructure are 
sustained beyond COVID-19. Our priority remains 
to work with relevant government institutions and 
our partners to learn lessons from the pandemic 
and build back better.

Although it requires significant financial 
investments to build infrastructure and procure 
equipment, investment in the strengthening of 
the capacity of relevant human resources to drive 
progress towards national health security is vital. 

AljazirahNigeria commends the NCDC workforce 
for their sacrifice and dedication to protecting the 
health of Nigerians. We also praise the efforts of 
collaborating government institutions, partners 
across all sectors, civil society organisations, 
community and religious leaders, media 
stakeholders, and all Nigerians for working with us 
in solidarity to fight COVID-19.

Despite the prevailing pandemic fatigue, 
COVID-19 is still a global reality with the risk of 
emergence of dangerous variants. Overcoming the 
pandemic and future disease outbreaks requires 
national and international collaboration. On a 
personal level, Nigerians could contribute by 
getting vaccinated and adhering to COVID-19 safety 
measures.

AljazirahNigeria urges the NCDC to remain 
committed to working under the leadership of the 
Federal Ministry of Health and in close collaboration 
with other health institutions to see to an end or a 
control to the barest minimum of pandemic and 
protect the health of every Nigerian.

All efforts towards a frontal national response 
in terms of entry point surveillance at airports 
especially, must be brought to bear, while other 
forms of response measures in terms of equipping 
of health facilities with testing centres and isolation 
units, provision of scanners, sanitisers and 
masks in public places along with the buildup in 
awareness creation with enforcement is also highly 
recommended.

We urge the Federal Government as the primary 
custodian of citizens’ safety to ensure that identified 
areas of lapses resulting from the experience of the 
past are keenly utilised to aid in avoiding similar 
pitfalls as reports of resurgence continue to unfold.
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“Lekki Port, no 
doubt, will be a 
critical engine 
that will drive 
the Nigerian 
economy upon 
commencement of 
operations” 
– MD Lekki Port 
LFTZ Enterprise Ltd. 
Mr Du Ruogang



PHOTO 
OF THE 

DAY

“Remains of the 5 storey building 
gutted by fire at No 5 Gbajumo 

Street, Off Balogun on Lagos 
Island.

Photo: NAN
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BY MBACHU GODWIN, ABUJA

President Muhammadu Buhari has 
charged anti-corruption agencies, 
Economic and Financial Crimes 
Commission, EFCC, Independent 
Corrupt Practices and Other Related 
Matters Commission, ICPC, and 
Nigeria Finance Intelligence Unit, 
NFIU, to focus on assets forfeiture, 
as well as prosecution to deny looters 
the proceeds of their crime.

Buhari, who acknowledged that the 
fight against corruption has reduced 
budget padding by members of the 
National Assembly, said looted assets 
within and outside Nigeria must be 
recovered and used for the well-being 
of citizens.

He noted that looters of the 
treasury will be prosecuted and 
convicted if found culpable according 
to the law.

President Buhari, who was 
represented by the Secretary to 

Corruption: Looters Should Not Go Unpunished – Buhari

Hackers Made 66 Attempts On FEC Virtual Meetings – Pantami

Killing Of Village Head: Niger Govt Lifts Curfew On Lambata

the Government of the Federation, 
SGF, Boss Mustapha stated this at 
a one- day conference on ‘Fighting 
Corruption in Nigeria; The Past, The 
Present and Future’ in Abuja.

The president, who noted that 
his government left a legacy of zero 
tolerance to corruption and recorded 
achievements in the fight against 
corruption, said it is evil and must be 
rejected by all Nigerians.

On the forthcoming general 
election, Buhari urged Nigerians to 
reject politicians who, according to 

Federal government said it foiled 66 
attempts by hackers from Europe to 
compromise the virtual meetings of the 
Federal Executive Council, FEC.

Minister of Communications and 
Digital Economy, Isa Pantami made the 
revelation in Abuja at the 19th edition 
of President Muhammadu Buhari, PMB, 
Administration Scorecard Series (2015-
2023).

The scorecard series was organised 
by the Ministry of Information and 

Niger State Governor, Alhaji Abubakar 
Sani-Bello has directed the lifting of 
the curfew on Lambata town in Gurara 
Local Government Area.

The directive was contained in a 
statement signed by the Secretary 
to the State Government, SSG, Mr 
Ahmed Matane in Minna, yesterday.

The governor had on January 15 
imposed 6pm to 6am curfew as a result 

him, will drag the country back to the 
dark ages of corruption.

“I strongly believe that our 
anti-corruption agencies need to 
concentrate more on asset forfeiture 
regimes in addition to prosecution 
to deny looters the gains from the 
proceeds of crime. All looted assets 
within and outside Nigeria must be 
recovered and used for the wellbeing 
of our citizens while looters will be 
prosecuted and convicted if found 
culpable.

“In a matter of weeks, Nigerians 

will go to the polls again to elect 
their leaders. I beseech Nigerians to 
reject politicians who would drag our 
country back to the dark ages in which 
corruption was the order of the day,” 
he said.

Earlier, the Chairman, Presidential 
Advisory Committee Against 
Corruption, PACAC, Professor Itse 
Sagay blamed the judiciary for the 
slow progress of the anti-corruption 
fight, insisting that it has not shown 
commitment to the struggle.

He said “Unfortunately, the judiciary 

Buhari

Culture to showcase the achievements 
of Buhari’s administration.

Presenting the scorecards of his 
ministry, Pantami said since the 
unveiling of the National Policy on 
Virtual Engagements for Federal Public 
Institutions in October 2020, not less 
than 108 virtual FEC meetings had 
been held.

He said from the 108 virtual FEC 
meetings held, 66 attacks to compromise 
the meetings were made from Europe 

of a violent clash that led to the killing 
of the Village Head of Lambata, Alhaji 
Muhammed Abdulsafur.

Matane explained that the lifting of 
the curfew would begin from January 
26.

He said the curfew was lifted having 
reviewed the security situation and 
return of peace in Lambata town and 
environs.

has not shown true commitment to 
the war against corruption. I have 
no intention of going into details 
about these judicial lapses in a public 
forum, but I am compelled to request 
the Supreme Court to review the 
judgement of the Court of Appeal in 
Justice Ngajiwa V FRN 2018, NWLR 
in which it held that no judicial 
officer could be arrested and tried for 
a criminal offence committed in the 
course of his judicial duties without 
the matter being first referred to the 
National Judicial Council, NJC.”

but all failed.
The minister said all the cases were 

reported to the appropriate authorities 
for record and actions.

He recalled that National Policy on 
Virtual Engagements was launched 
to formalise government’s online 
meetings such as FEC and Council of 
State meetings.

The minister said with the policy 
developed alongside the office of the 
Head of Service of the Federation, 

He noted that the Commissioner 
of Police, Mr Ogundele Ayodeji had 
visited Lambata town and commenced 
investigation into the matter that 
led to the killing of the village head, 
stressing that arrests had also been 
made in connection with the violent 
clash.

Matane, however, urged the people 
of Lambata and the public to remain 

government’s virtual meetings could be 
held effectively and legally.

He added that the implementation 
of the virtual meetings had saved 
the country over N47 billion which 
could have been used if they were held 
physically.

The minister also disclosed that in 
line with Buhari’s vision to lift millions 
of Nigerians out of poverty, not less than 
2.2 million jobs had been created in the 
digital sector in the last three years. NAN

law-abiding and peaceful with one 
another regardless of social, political 
or religious affiliations.

According to him, security agencies 
have been directed to ensure the safety 
of lives and property of the people.

Matane noted that the governor 
thanked the residents of Lambata town 
for their understanding in complying 
with the curfew. NAN

Sagay blames judiciary for lack of commitment to fight sleaze



BY ABAH ADAH, ABUJA

Minister of Works and 
Housing, Babatunde 
Fashola, yesterday, 
expressed the 
federal government’s 
commitment to 
implement the Nigerian 
Survey Coordination Act 
of 1962 in the interest 
of national security and 
development.

Fashola, who noted 
that the Act is still 
relevant, warned 
against its violation and 
directed the Office of 
the Surveyor-General of 
the Federation and state 
Surveyor-Generals to 
inaugurate Monitoring, 
Implementation and 
Enforcement Teams, 
MIET, to monitor 
surveying and mapping 
activities across the 
country.

He stated these while 
delivering a keynote 
address at the opening 
ceremony of the 2022 
Collaboration Meeting 
with the Nigerian 
Police Force, Armed 
Forces and other 
security agencies on the 
implementation of the 
Survey Coordination Act 
held in Abuja.

Represented by 
Barrister Aminu 
Mustapha, the minister 
said: “The federal 
government is aware that 
the Survey Coordination 
Act is long overdue for a 
review, as Nigeria has 
continued to evolve and 
the provisions of the 
Act are oblivious of the 
present realities.

“I wish to assure 
you of government’s 
commitment and 
support for the complete 
review of the Act. 
However, let me quickly 
say that the Act as it is 
remains relevant and 
could still serve many 
purposes for national 
security; its current 
provisions can still be 
invoked against some 
violations.”

Earlier, the Surveyor-
General of the 
Federation, Abdulganiyu 
Adebomehin called for a 
seamless synergy with 
relevant Ministries, 
Departments and 
Agencies, MDAs, and 
collaboration with the 
military, police and 
other security agencies 
for the successful 
implementation of the 
Act.

FG Tasks Stakeholders 
On Reviewing, 
Implementing Survey 
Coordination Act

BY MARIAM SANNI

President of Nigeria Army 
Officers Wives Association, 
NAOWA, Mrs Salamatu 
Yahaya has commissioned a 
new secretariat at Maxwell 
Khobe Cantonment in Jos.

In a keynote remark, 
Mrs Yahaya stated that 
barely 14 months ago, she 
commissioned NAOWA 
Skills Acquisition Centre 

in the cantonment 
and thereafter laid the 
foundation for NAOWA 
Secretariat and is indeed 
pleased to be in the 
cantonment for the opening 
and commissioning of the 
secretariat.

She lauded the 
Chairperson, 3 Division 
chapter, Mrs Hauwa Ali 
for a job well done and for 
setting a standard worthy 

of emulating.
The NAOWA president 

noted that the chairperson’s 
legacies are pointers of 
loyalty, service to humanity 
and alignment with the 
vision of ‘Sustaining 
Legacies and Upholding 
the Tenets of Unity and 
Service.’

Earlier, Mrs Ali stated 
that the zeal to embark on 
the project was borne out of 

her resolve to key into the 
exemplary leadership style 
of the NAOWA president.

Highpoint of the 
ceremony was the 
presentation of an Award 
of Excellence to Mrs Ali by 
the NAOWA president.

Others include a tour of 
the secretariat facilities, 
cultural dance, charity 
outreach and group 
photographs.

NAOWA President Commissions Secretariat In Jos

 From left: Brother of one of the donors, Mr Niyi Oredein; National 1st Vice President, Ibadan Grammar School Old 
Boys Association, Gafar Ojetola; representative of the donor, Mr Obafemi Oredein; Principal, Ibadan Grammar 

understanding about 
laudable policies such as 
this that the CBN governor 
is championing. It will give 
hope to Nigerians that 
the challenges facing the 
economy will be reduced 
and one of the solutions is 
this new naira notes and 
designs.

“We will be in all 
markets, worship centres 
and commercial areas in 
villages and towns with 
our members along with 
public address systems 
whereby we speak the 

language of the people.
“It is also important to 

mention that these policies 
from the CBN are not to 
undermine anybody but 
are to serve as measures to 
tackle economic challenges 
and sanitise the financial 
system that has been 
long overdue for such 
repositioning,” Etuk said.

He, however, said 
the plan is to ensure 
that Nigerians are 
not misinformed and 
instigated against the 
policy of the CBN which 

some unscrupulous 
elements are deliberately 
confusing Nigerians with 
fake news.

“We will continue to 
support the policies of the 
Emefiele-led CBN for the 
betterment of the lives of 
Nigerians and we will not 
rest until all Nigerians 
understand and embrace 
its cashless policy which 
would curb corruption, 
kidnapping, banditry, 
terrorism and other social 
vices negatively impacting 
our country,” he added.

Coalition Takes New Naira Notes 
Sensitisation To Schools, Markets, Others

“It has become imperative 
for us in CCSGG to use 
our widespread structure 
to reach out to Nigerians 
to sensitise them about 
the new naira notes and 
designs by the CBN and 
to let them know that it 
is part of its mandate to 
have new designs for the 
nation’s legal tender after 
a period of time. Now, 
the CBN deemed it fit to 
perform that statutory 
role as enshrined in the 
Act establishing it and 
Nigerians need to support 
it.

“We have to start the 
sensitisation from Abuja, 
while other geopolitical 
zones have also started. 
We believe that as citizens 
of Nigeria, government 
organisations alone 
cannot sensitise the 
people. We can synergize 
with them to ensure that 
the people get the best 

BY DEBORAH MUSA, ABUJA

Attorney-General of the 
Federation, AGF, and Minister 
of Justice, Abubakar Malami 
said President Muhammadu 
Buhari and the Federal 
Ministry of Justice are 
committed to a credible, free, 
fair and violent-free general 
elections.

Malami stated this 
yesterday in Abuja at a 
conference organised by 
the National Association of 
Judiciary Correspondents, 
Abuja chapter, with the theme 
‘2023 General Elections: 
Judiciary and Sustainability 
of Nigeria’s Democracy.’

Represented by his Special 
Assistant on Media and 
Public Relations, Dr Umar 
Gwandu, the AGF explained 
that this was evident in the 
president’s recent assent to 
the Electoral Act, 2022 which 
has been applauded by many 
patriotic citizens, pundits and 
international community.

He said one of the major 
highlights of the new 
Electoral Act is the legal 
backing provided for the 
Independent National 
Electoral Commission, INEC, 
to deploy technology among 
many other commendable 
initiatives to bequeath to 
posterity, a legacy of viable 
democratisation tool.

Malami pointed out 
that the sustainability of 
Nigeria’s democracy is not 
linear, stressing that citizens 
have vital roles to play in 
the democratic process and 
they must shun all vices that 
are capable of undermining 
the progress that has been 
recorded so far.

“In particular, the media 
is paramount in voter 
education so that citizens are 
enlightened to resist the urge 
of selling their votes and not 
to allow themselves to be used 
to commit electoral offences 
or cause violence before, 
during and after elections,” 
the AGF stated.

Also, Chief Judge of the 
High Court of the FCT, 
Hussain Yusuf noted that 
the judiciary is under pressure 
due to unprecedented number 
of pre-election cases which 
would definitely skyrocket 
after the election proper.

Represented by Justice 
Olukayode Adeniyi, Yusuf 
assured that justice would be 
done to all the cases without 
fair, favour or ill-will.

On his part, Chairman of 
the Independent National 
Electoral Commission, 
Professor Mahmood Yakubu 
assured that Bimodal Voter 
Accreditation System, BVAS, 
is highly secured, intact and 
could not be compromised or 
hacked into by overzealous 
persons.

FG Committed 
To Credible, 
Violence-free 
Elections -AGFexplains benefits of CBN’s cashless policy
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BY MARIAM SANNI

Group known as Fem-
in-wash has called on 
stakeholders such as 
UNICEF, World Bank 
and Water Aid to partner 
with gender-focused 
organisations like the 
Network of Female 
Professionals and 
member organisations to 
ensure the needed change 
for women and their 
children in the water and 
environmental sector.

Convener of the group, 
Boluwaji Onabolu, 
in a press briefing in 
Abuja, explained that 
the Network of Female 
Professionals in WASH 
should be supported to 
partner with the Project 
Team of WASHMATA 
initiatives.

According to her, 
WASHMATA initiative 
in partnership with the 
Federal Capital Territory, 
FCT, Rural Water Supply 
and Sanitation Agency, 
RUWASSA implemented 
action research in 2022 
to obtain new data not 
captured in any existing 
survey.

She disclosed that a 
study found that the 
percentage of non–
functionality of water 
supply was two times 
higher when women 
were absent in WASH 
committees.

Onabolu added that 65 
percent non-functionality 
indicates that for every 
100 boreholes provided, 
the projected loss is 
$517,524, $478,950 
(motorised boreholes) 
and $38, 574 (hand pump 
boreholes).

“Though levels of non-
functionality are in 
other surveys, previously 
unreported association 
between non-functionality 
and incorporation of 
VLOM components was 
determined. For VLOM 
components assessed, 
the percentage of non-
functional water points 
was 1.5-6 times higher 
than the proportion of 
those functional when 
VLOM component was 
absent.

“Though previously, the 
importance of women 
in water supplies had 
been emphasized but no 
study has carried out an 
analysis to determine the 
association between non-
involvement of women 
and non-functionality of 
water supplies.

Group Advocates 
Women’s 
Involvement In 
Water Sustainability

Don’t Shift 
Deadline For 
Old Naira Notes, 
Group Urges CBNPDP presidential campaign 

rally in Abakaliki, Ebonyi 
State.

According to him, since the 
formation of the party and 
return to democracy, Ebonyi 
State had remained in PDP, 
urging the people to vote him 
and other candidates at all 
levels.

Atiku, who stated 
that youth and women 
empowerment would form 
one of his administration’s 
priority, noted that the eight 
years administration of the All 
Progressives Congress, APC, 
had collapsed the country.

Addressing party 

supporters, the National 
Chairman, Senator 
Iyiocha Ayu stated that 
the developmental strides 
recorded in Ebonyi State 
since 1999 was under the 
party during the time of Dr 
Sam Egwu and Martin Elechi 
despite Governor David 
Umahi’s defection to the APC.

Ayu, who stated that Ebonyi 
State is blessed with good 
governors under the party, 
urged the people to return to 
the fold.

Director-General of Atiku/
Okowa Presidential Campaign 
Council and governor 
of Sokoto State, Aminu 

Tambuwal said the party’s 
candidate would transform the 
country and fix the economy.

Gubernatorial candidate 
of the party, Dr Ifeanyi 
Odii promised to make 
Ebonyi State the preferred 
investment destination, 
stimulate opportunities for 
growth and improve the 
livelihood and capacity of the 
people.

Dignitaries at the event 
include former Vice President 
Namadi Sambo, Senator 
Anyim Pius Anyim, former 
governor of Imo State, Emeka 
Ihedioha and members of the 
campaign council.

those who are yet to collect 
their PVCs are 394,880.

Agboke said these in 
Osogbo at a forum for 
strategic dialogue between 
Christian and Muslim 
leaders with the electoral 
commission which was 
organised by a faith-based 
organisation, Justice, 
Development and Peace 
Makers Centre, JDPMC.

Dr Agboke said 
BVAS would be used 
for accreditation and 
transmission of results in 

polling units, stating that 
no electorate will be allowed 
to vote without being 
accredited with BVAS.

He charged religious 
leaders to educate the 
electorate to be part of the 
electioneering process in 
their various communities, 
so as to ensure that nobody 
bypasses BVAS accreditation 
during the election.

He also restated that the 
commission would deploy 
security agencies that will 
monitor vote buyers and 

sellers on election days.
The REC called on religious 

leaders to use their platform 
to preach against vote 
buying and violence during 
and after the elections.

“I enjoin everyone to 
be part of this process by 
reporting those that always 
disrupt election and cause 
violence on election day. Let 
us stay back after our vote 
and get the total number of 
accreditation and votes cast 
in our polling units before 
leaving.

existing gap required for 
efficient service delivery.

A press statement signed 
by the Director-General, Press 
and Media Affairs, Mamman 
Mohammed, which was made 
available to AljazirahNigeria, 
said 890 university graduates, 
890 Higher National Diploma 
and National Diploma 
holders, and 890 National 
Certificate of Education 

graduates will be employed.
It added that the 

beneficiaries will be drawn 
across the 178 political wards 
in the 17 local government 
councils.

He charged the 
beneficiaries to justify their 
appointment with a high 
sense of commitment and 
dedication to duty to enhance 
service delivery.

“Government has provided 
all parts of the state with 
equal opportunities and sense 
of belonging and ownership 
of governance,” the governor 
said.

He assured that his 
administration would 
continue to provide 
opportunities to the people 
to fast-track growth and 
development of the state.

I’ll Restructure, Decentralise 
Power To States, LGs -Atiku

BVAS Will Retire Fraudulent Politicians, Says Osun REC

Gov Buni Approves Employment Of 2,670 Graduates

FROM CHARLES ONYEKWERE, 
ABAKALIKI

Presidential candidate of the 
Peoples Democratic Party, PDP, 
Atiku Abubakar has assured of 
devolution of power to states 
and local governments if given 
the mandate come February 
25.

He assured the people of the 
South-East that under him as 
president, insecurity and 
marginalisation would become 
a thing of the past.

The former vice president 
stated this yesterday at the 

FROM IKHILI EBALU, BENIN CITY

Concerned Edo Citizens 
Forum, CECF, has urged 
the governor of the 
Central Bank of Nigeria, 
CBN, Godwin Emefiele, 
not to shift the apex 
bank’s deadline for the 
redesigned naira notes.

The group, which 
called on the CBN 
governor to ignore all 
calls for extension of the 
implementation of the 
policy, insisted that it was 
one of the several ways 
that corruption fights 
back in the country and 
berated some members 
of the National Assembly 
for calling for a shift in the 
deadline.

It added that it 
is shameful for a 
parliamentarian who has 
represented his people 
for several years to be 
unable to attract a branch 
of a bank to his local 
government headquarters.

A statement signed by 
the Convener of CECF, 
Comrade Roy Oribhabor, 
called on President 
Muhammadu Buhari 
to stand by the CBN 
governor and ensure that 
the deadline becomes 
sacrosanct.

“It has become necessary 
to call on the governor of 
the CBN to disregard calls 
by the National Assembly 
for the extension of the 
policy.

“CBN announced 
this program/ policy 
over three months ago, 
therefore calling on CBN 
now to extend the policy 
is unpatriotic and lack 
of economic direction 
because one will naturally 
expect the National 
Assembly to mobilize their 
people they represent, we 
challenge the national 
Assembly to show how 
they have mobilize their 
constituents to embrace 
this policy from CBN,” the 
statement said.

It called on Emefiele 
to remain resolute about 
the policy because over 
the years, Nigerians 
always demonstrate a 
nonchalant attitude 
towards programmes and 
policies.

While urging members 
of the National 
Assembly to sensitise 
their constituents on 
the redesigned naira 
notes, the statement 
assured of CECF’s avowed 
commitment to enlighten 
the public on the policy.

OSUN

YOBE

EBONYI

EDO

FROM RICHARD AKINTADE, 
OSOGBO

Osun State Resident 
Electoral Commissioner, 
REC, Dr Mutiu Agboke has 
revealed that the usage of 
Bimodal Voter Accreditation 
System, BVAS, would retire 
all fraudulent politicians.

He disclosed that the total 
number of those who have 
collected their Permanent 
Voters Cards, PVC, in Osun 
State is 1,560,777 while 

FROM HASSAN JIRGI, DAMATURU

Yobe State governor, Mai 
Mala Buni has approved the 
employment of 2,670 degree, 
Diploma and NCE holders.

Governor Buni said 
the employment would 
provide graduates with job 
opportunities and fill the 

From left: Former Governor of Rivers State, Peter Odili, his wife, Justice Mary (rtd); former Governor of Ekiti State, Kayode 
Fayemi; Gov Nyesom Wike of Rivers and former president of Nigeria, Olusegun Obasanjo at the Port Harcourt International 
conference 2023 ‘ Theme Deeping Democratic cultural and institutions for sustainable development and security in Nigeria “ 
in Port Harcourt, yesterday. PHOTO: NAN
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Polls: FG Will Provide Adequate 
Security –Aregbesola

NDLEA Decorates 15 Officers In Ondo

Mammoth Crowd Affirms Delta As PDP’s Home, Says Ahwinahwi

EDO

necessary conditions for 
election. All security agencies 
including Nigeria Security and 
Civil Defence Corps, NSCDC, 
are on top of their game. They 
will leave no stone unturned 
to provide adequate security 
for the conduct of free and fair 
elections. Nigerians should 
therefore keep their minds 
at rest.”

He also disclosed that 
passports issued by Nigerian 
Immigration Service, NIS, 
increased numerically from 
one million in 2021 to 1.9 
million in 2022. This is about 

80 percent increase and it is 
unprecedented.

The minister said the 
Ministry of Interior is working 
with NIS to constantly reform 
the passport administration 
process in order to deliver 
improved services to 
Nigerians at all times.

Speaking on the progress of 
Nigerian Correctional Service, 
NCoS, Aregbesola assured 
that custodial centres are 
fully secured, as personnel 
guarding them are well 
trained and fully equipped. 
They now have the capacity 

to withstand and repel any 
form of attack.

“The Correctional 
Information Management 
System, CIMS, which captures 
the records and biometrics 
of every inmate to facilitate 
quick dispensation of justice 
has been deployed to states 
and the FCT.’’

On the operation of 
the Federal Fire Service, 
Aregbesola disclosed that 
statistics from 2020 till 
date casts a beam of hope 
for personal and corporate 
security.

progression.
Raji explained that about 

400 men were promoted 
nationwide in 2022, but 
the command delayed the 
ceremony because it had 
to wait for the national 
headquarters to kick start 
the event.

According to him, it is 
only God that promotes and 
admonished the officers to 
work harder.

Eight Chief Narcotics 

Agent, CNA, were promoted 
to the rank of Assistant 
Superintendent of Narcotics, 
ASN II, while two Assistant 
Superintendent of Narcotics, 
ASN1, were promoted to 
Deputy Superintendent of 
Narcotics, DSN.

Also, one Superintendent 
of Narcotics, SN, was 
elevated to the rank of 
Chief Superintendent of 
Narcotics, CSN, while one 
CSN was promoted to 

Assistant Commander of 
Narcotics, ACN, and one 
ACN was elevated to Deputy 
Commander of Narcotics, 
DCN; one DCN to Commander 
of Narcotics, CN, and a CN 
to Assistant Commander 
General.

“Please let us be disciplined, 
dedicated and loyal to the 
country so that at the end of 
the day, those that bestowed 
on us this ranks will not regret 
doing so.

Stadium, Asaba, for PDP’s mega 
rally is an affirmation that Delta 
State is a full-blown PDP state.

Speaking at the rally, 
Ahwinahwi said with the 
massive turnout of Deltans for 
the exercise, the forthcoming 
general elections will be a walk 
over for the party.

He emphasised that PDP will 

win the presidential election 
with a landslide, noting that 
Alhaji Atiku Abubakar and 
Governor Ifeanyi Okowa are 
known achievers with proven 
track records that Nigerians 
trust.

Ahwinahwi, who noted that 
PDP has come of age in Delta 
State, attributed its popularity 

to the epochal achievements of 
Governor Okowa.

He assured his constituents 
of qualitative representation, 
empowerment and 
employment opportunities, 
as well as meaningful 
development when he 
eventually returns to the Green 
Chambers.

FROM RICHARD AKINTADE, OSOGBO

Federal government has 
assured that the forthcoming 
general elections will be 
conducted under a peaceful 
and secure atmosphere.

Minister of Interior, 
Rauf Aregbesola, gave the 
assurance yesterday at a State 
House press briefing series 
highlighting the achievements 
of President Muhammadu 
Buhari in the ministry.

According to the minister, 
“Peace and security are 

FROM FUNSO OJO, AKURE

National Drug Law 
Enforcement Agency, NDLEA, 
has decorated 15 promoted 
officers in Ondo State.

The State Commandant, 
Mr Kayode Raji, during 
the ceremony in Akure, 
congratulated the officers 
for a well-deserved career 

FROM OWEN AKENZUA, ASABA

Candidate for Ughelli North/
Ughelli South/Udu Federal 
Constituency on the platform 
of the Peoples Democratic 
Party, PDP, Solomon 
Ahwinahwi said the large crowd 
of supporters at Stephen Keshi 

FROM IKHILI EBALU, BENIN CITY

Edo State Commissioner 
for Health, Professor Obehi 
Akoria said yesterday 
that Etsako West, Esan 
West and Esan North-
East are the most affected 
local government areas by 
Lassa fever, calling for the 
collaboration of residents 
to contain the disease in 
communities.

Addressing journalists in 
Benin City, the commissioner 
said government has 
continued to step up 
surveillance and response 
activities to curb the spread 
of the disease and ensure 
the health and well-being of 
residents.

Akoria said the state had 
also confirmed one more 
death from the disease in 
Esan West, raising the total 
number of fatalities to 10.

She said Edo State had 
recorded 97 confirmed 
cases of the disease, adding 
that the three most affected 
cases account for 75 percent 
of confirmed cases.

The commissioner added 
that while Etsako West 
recorded 38 of the 97 
confirmed cases, Esan West 
recorded 24 and Esan North-
East, 19.

Others are Esan Central 
with three cases; Esan 
South-East (two); Etsako 
East (two); Owan East (two); 
Akoko Edo (two); Ovia North 
East (two); Oredo (two) and 
Etsako Central one.

She said the total fatalities 
recorded in the state were 
confirmed in Etsako West 
(four); Esan West (two); Esan 
North-East (two); Etsako 
East (one) and Oredo (one).

Reiterating government’s 
commitment to ensure 
the health and safety of 
residents, the commissioner 
urged residents to comply 
with all health protocols 
to contain the spread of 
the disease so as to keep 
themselves and their loved 
ones protected.

“While government is 
implementing a number 
of measures to prevent the 
spread of the disease, we 
urge everyone to support its 
efforts in curbing the spread 
of Lassa fever by complying 
with the guidelines to stay 
healthy and safe,” she said.

She advised all to wash 
their hands frequently 
with soap and water; avoid 
contact with rat urine or 
faeces; avoid consuming 
contaminated food or water 
and seek medical attention 
immediately if experiencing 
any symptom of Lassa fever 
such as fever, headache, 
muscle pain and weakness.

FROM ABDULLAHI IDRIS, BAUCHI

N o n - G o v e r n m e n t a l 
Organisation, NGO, Women 
Development Association for 
Self Sustenance said only two 
percent of the population of 
Bauchi State have access to 
safely managed water.

Programme Manager 
of the NGO, Mr Sukumun 
Ezekiel disclosed this during 
a stakeholders meeting on 
health matters and other 
related hygienic services.

Ezekiel said in schools, 
health centres and public 
domains, access to basic wash 
services is 18 percent, seven 
percent and three percent 
respectively.

According to him, the 
alarming statistics revealed 
that Bauchi State still has 
a long way to go to achieve 
Sustainable Development 
Goals, SDGs, target 6 of 
ensuring access to adequate, 
clean and hygienic water 
services for all by 2030.

The manager said with 
good hygienic practice 
recommended as the first line 
of defence in the prevention 
of COVID-19 and other 
infectious diseases, Bauchi 
State is still performing 
very low in the provision 
of potable water and basic 
hygiene services and 
sanitation according to the 
research.

Ezekiel also added that 
water, sanitation and 
hygiene national outcome 
routine mapping survey 
indicates that 21 percent of 
the population still practice 
open defecation, thereby 
causing contamination to the 
surrounding environment 
and water bodies. This leads 
to serious water pollution by 
74 percent of the population.

The programme manager 
also noted that millions of 
Nigerians including women 
and persons with deformities 
remain vulnerable to diseases 
such as COVID-19, as Nigeria 
continues to record infectious 
and new variants of the virus 
across the globe.

He emphasised that 
according to Nigeria Centre 
for Disease Control, NCDC, 
as at July 14, 2022, Bauchi 
State had 1,952 laboratory 
confirmed cases and 24 
mortality rates.

He reiterated that 257,637 
cases had been confirmed 
nationwide with 4,206 on 
admission and mortality 
rates of 3,144.

According to him, the 
latest update from NCDC 
indicates that COVID-19 
cases across Nigeria surged 
by 67 percent between June 
and July 2022.

Only 2% Have 
Access To Potable 
Water In Bauchi, 
Says NGO

Lassa Fever: Edo 
Confirms 1 New 
Death, As Fatalities 
Rise To 10

FCT

BAUCHI

ONDO

DELTA

From left: Director, Special Duties, Alhaji Musa Abubakar; former Head of State and Founder of NYSC, General Yakubu Gowon 
(rtd); Acting Director General of NYSC, Mrs Christy Ifeyinwa Uba and Director Press and Public Relations, Mr Eddy Megwa 
during the Acting Director General’s visit to General Gowon at his residence in Abuja, yesterday. PHOTO: NAN
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Pensioners in the Federal 
Capital Territory on 
Thursday   embarked on 
a peaceful protest at the 
entrance of Federal Capital 
Territory Administration 
secretariat demanding 
unpaid 33 months 
of pensions by the 
administration.

It was gathered that 
the protesters, under the 
aegis of Nigeria Union of 
Pensioners had   planned 
similar   peaceful assembly 
at the  secretariat last year,  
but the Administration  
assured them that their 
arrears will be paid, which 
till date have not been paid.

Addressing journalists 
during the protest, the 
state chairman of the union 
Mohammed Bida, said 
they occupied the entrance 
of the FCTA to draw the 
attention of the minister, 
Malam Muhammad Bello 
to his administration 
unfulfilled promise.

He said:”We were to 
commence a peaceful 
assembly at the Minister’s 
office November 2021, 
but we were called for a 
dialogue. The Minister 
assured us that we would 
be paid immediately the 
National Assembly approve 
the 2022 FCT budget, up till 
date we have not been paid 
the consequential adjusted 
arrears (33 months) which 
circular came out in 2019.

“The union has been 
writing letters  of reminder 
to no avail, our members 
have asked us, the leaders 
to issue a 14 - day notice of 
peaceful gathering starting 
from December, 2022. We 
have done that and nothing 
happened, that is why we 
started the protest today”

Bida explained that the  
consequential adjusted 
pension (33 months) which 
circular came out in 2019, 
has since been implemented 
by the Area Council Pension 
board with full payment, 
remaining the FCDA.

Reacting to the protest, 
the Director FCTA Human 
Resource Management 
Mohammed Bashir, who 
addressed the retired staff, 
told them that their arrears 
will be paid on or before 
May 29, 2023.

“The administration is 
concerned with the plights 
of its pensioners but there 
are  processes which we are 
almost done with, on or 
before May 29, 2023, all 
the arrears will be cleared”

Bashir stated that the 
administration had directed 
the Pension director to 
within two weeks capture 
all the pensioners on 
National Health Insurance 
Scheme.

Pensioners 
Protest Over 
Unpaid 33 
Months Arrears

Our Aim Is 
To Preserve 
Abuja Natives 
Culture - 
Helpline 
Foundation

Secretary, Murtala Usman 
Karshi as member. 

Mohammed Angulu Loko, 
Adaji Usman, Hassan Musa 
Mohammed and Binta 
Mohammed May ana are 
also expected to serve as 
members of the FCT-UBEB 
board.

Other members include 
Aisha Ibrahim Baiye, Dapo 
Olutekunbi, Suleiman 
Ango, Hamidu Sarki, Hafsat 
Ismail, Adamu Mohammed 
Galadima and Ndatsu 
Mohammed.

Members appointed to 
manage the affairs of the 
FCT Area Council Service 
Commission include Audi 
Haruna Shekwolo as 
Chairman, Musa Loko as 
Administrative Secretary, 

Alhaji Usman Yahaya, as 
Permanent Member 1, and 
Prince Suleiman Tanko 
Abubakar, as Permanent 
Member 2. 

Others include Yuda 
Pius Azana as member, 
Rakiya Ibrahim, Mrs Nike 
Abubakar, Malam Rajab 
Yabagi, Aisha Adamu, 
Abdullahi Galadima and 
Alhaji Shuaibu Umar.     

While the 12 members 
appointed to oversee 
the activities of the FCT 
Primary Health Care Board 
include Senator Usman 
Jibril Wowo as Chairman, 
Dr Isah Yahaya Vatsa as 
Secretary, Mrs Sarauniya 
Erondu as resident 
member, Amina Idris, and 
a representative of FCDA 

Director.
Others include a 

representative of the 
director of Area Council 
Services Secretariat, 
chairman of ALGON, FCT 
Chapter, director of FCT 
Treasury, general manager 
of FCT Health Management 
Board, executive secretary, 
FCT Health Insurance 
Scheme, chairman, NMSA, 
FCT branch and chairman 
of JOHESU, FCT branch.

The boards are expected to 
facilitate the administrative 
process in the FCT 
Universal Basic Education, 
FCT Area Council Service 
Commission, and FCT 
Primary Health Care Board 
respectively. They will be 
inaugurated soon. 

Buhari Approves Constitution Of 3 FCTA Boards 

STORIES BY ISMAILA JIMOH

Authorities of the Federal 
Capital Territory, FCT, are in 
the process of convening an 
emergency meeting aimed 
at tackling the emergence 
of the deadly childhood 
disease, Diphtheria. 

The meeting will be 
attended by the FCT Health 
and Human Services 
Secretariat, Area Council 
Services Secretariat, as well 
as chairmen of the six area 
councils.

This was contained in a 
statement made available 
to journalists by the 

Director, Information and 
Communication, FCT, 
Muhammad Sule as part 
of the outcome of the FCT 
Executive Committee 
Meeting chaired by the 
Minister, Muhammad Musa 
Bello in Abuja.

The statement reads: “The 
FCT Executive Committee, 
FCT EXCO, has directed that 
the necessary preemptive 
measures be taken against 
the emergence of the deadly 
childhood disease known 
as Diphtheria by relevant 
health agencies in the 
territory. 

“Health and Human 

Services Secretariat of the 
FCT Administration is 
hereby directed to ensure 
increased surveillance, 
awareness creation and 
sensitisation by relevant 
agencies to curb the risk 
of the disease emerging 
and spreading within the 
territory.  

 “It urged the FCT Health 
and Human Services 
Secretariat to liaise with 
the Area Council Services 
Secretariat, as well as 
chairmen of the six area 
councils to immediately 
convene an emergency 
meeting with relevant 

technical partners and work 
out modalities to effectively 
confront the disease should 
it rear its ugly head in the 
FCT.”

 Diphtheria is a bacterial 
infection caused by the 
organism referred to as 
Corynebacterium diphtheria 
which affects the throat, 
nose and sometimes, skin 
of unvaccinated children 
and rarely adults with poor 
immunity. 

Symptoms of the disease 
also include fever, runny 
nose, sore throat, cough, 
red eyes, neck swelling and 
difficulty in breathing.

FCT Convenes Emergency 
Meeting To Tackle Diphtheria 

From left: Chairman, Trade Union Congress, FCT Council, Comrade Audu Paul Akogwu, FCT Minister, Malam Muhammad 
Musa Bello, Immediate past TUC Chairman, Comrade Amodu Isiaka and the Permanent Secretary, FCTA, Mr Olusade Adesola 
following the courtesy visit by TUC, FCT Council Exco to the FCTA.

President Muhammadu 
Buhari has approved the 
constitution of three Boards 
in the Federal Capital 
Territory Administration, 
FCTA.

The constituted boards 
which are under the 
supervision of the FCT 
Minister of State, Dr 
Ramatu Tijjani Aliyu, 
are FCT Universal Basic 
Education, FCT Area 
Council Service Commission 
and FCT Primary Health 
Care Board respectively.

The 14 members 
appointed to oversee 
the activities of the FCT 
Universal Basic Education 
Board include Professor 
Abdullahi Mohammed as 
Chairman, Sule Alhassan as 

Helpline Foundation 
for the Needy said its 
economic empowerment 
on traditional skills training 
for Abuja natives is geared 
towards the preservation of 

their culture. 
President of the 

Foundation, Dr Jumai 
Ahmadu stated this during 
the presentation of batch 
B of the empowerment 
programme in Abuja.

She  said  the organisation 
in conjunction with some 
bodies had selected some 
natives in each of the area 
councils for training in 
traditional attire and others.

Ahmadu added that the 
programme will also help 
their language and culture 
not to go into extinction in 
the nearest future.

Mrs Ahmadu, who was 
represented by the Project 
Manager, Onoja Arome, 
said the initiative would 
also assist the original 
inhabitants of the FCT to 
strengthen their economy, 
create jobs and reduce 
inequalities.

She stated that the 
presentation and flag-off 
of the second batch of the 
programme which focused 
on traditional attire making 
of original inhabitants was 
first held in 2022.

The second batch, she said 
will ensure sensitisation of 
the people on economic 
pathways to enhance 
cultural practices and 
annex benefits of cultural 
preservation.

According to her, 
“Helpline Foundation with 
support from Macarthur 
Foundation through the 
Centre for Human Rights 
and Civil Education 
flaggged-off local economic 
development projects for 
original inhabitants of 
the FCT to strengthen the 
economy of the people, 
create jobs and reduce 
inequalities.

“At the end of this 
project, our sustainability 
plans would be to monitor 
progress and commitments 
by the agency responsible 
and to make our self 
available to their call 
anytime for mentorship.” 

In his presentation 
tagged, ‘Local  Economic 
Development’, the 
project manager said the 
Foundation would train 
about 100 vulnerable people 
in batch B of its Traditional 
Skills Transfer.

e said the training of the 
beneficiaries will commence 
in February and end in April.
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BY CHARLES EBI

Lingering scarcity of Premium Motor Spirit, 
PMS, otherwise called petrol, has been 
attributed to multiple payment of charges in 
dollars for petroleum products brought into 
the country and lack of access to dollars at the 
official investors and exporters, I&E, window 
which has been a great challenge which has 
persisted in Lagos, Abuja and other hinterland 
states in the country.

Although the Federal Government had 
attributed the scarcity to flooding, which cut-off 
fuel transporters and other commuters on the 
Lokoja highway, indications have also emerged 
that there are other factors responsible for the 
lingering situation.

As commuters in Abuja got the indication of 
a looming petrol scarcity, various retail outlets 
gradually ran out of the product, while some 
that had it began an upward price adjustment.

Soon, black marketers resurfaced in the 
streets of Abuja, selling at N250 per litre initially 
before it rose to N350 at the prevailing rate. At 
the initial period, some marketers said there was 
a drop in loading at the depots, mostly located 
in Lagos and Warri in Delta State, among other 
coastal areas.

The troubles of fuel consumers worsened 
as they began to queue for hours to get the 
product. The fuel scarcity soon spread to more 
states in the hinterland.

Importantly, AljazirahNigeria investigation 
have revealed that the major cause of petrol 
scarcity that has crippled movements and 
paralyses economic activities rest solely on 
the door steps of NIMASA and NPA, as Oil 
Marketers have continuously been made to pay 
logistics services in dollars whereas the Federal 
Government has long directed to end payment 
of port charges in dollars for petroleum products 
brought into the country.

DAPPMAN, had in a statement said the 
directive given by the government a year ago 
had not been followed by NIMASA and NPA.

Petroleum Products Marketers have 
continued to pay for logistics services in dollars 

despite the fact that the Federal Government 
has prohibited local transactions in foreign 
currency.

According to AljazirahNigeria sources, 
marketers paid in dollars to charter daughter 
vessels with which products discharged by 
birthing mother vessels were conveyed.

The source also alleged that the Nigerian 
Ports Authority and the Nigerian Maritime 
Administration and Safety Agency were 
collecting revenues in dollars, against a 
presidential directive.

In an official memo from the Presidential Villa 
by the late Abba Kyari, the Chief of Staff to the 
President, who met with the then Minister of 
Transportation, Rotimi Amaechi, and other 
government agencies and directed that they 
should start taking their tariffs and fees in the 
naira but has been ignored.

These marketers go to the black market to 
buy dollars, because the CBN is not giving them 
dollars for these transactions with government 
agencies within the country.

The marketers, however, revealed that both 
NIMASA and NPA have continued to collect the 
charges in dollars.

“For example, to charter a vessel to convey 
20,000 MT of petrol within Nigeria for 10 days, 
freight charges are denominated in dollars, that 
comes to about N220 million at official forex 
rate of N440”, she said.

“And a whooping N440 million for petroleum 
marketers who have to source forex from the 
parallel market at N880

“This implies an additional cost of N11 
per litre for this transaction due to the forex 
official/parallel market differential. For this 
same transaction, Jetty fees, again charged in 
dollars, comes to N15.4m at official forex rates 
and N30.8m for petroleum marketers who 
source from the parallel market.

“In addition, jetty berths charged in dollars 
come to N2.2 million at official forex rate and 
N4.4 million at parallel market rate.

For instance, “The mother vessels that bring 
the refined products are in Lagos and the 
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BY PAUL EFFIONG, ABUJA

House of Representatives has called on the 
Federal Ministry of Power to immediately 
intervene and ensure the completion of the 
2X60MVA 132/33KV transmission substation 
in Ayingba, Kogi State.

This was sequel to a motion moved yesterday 
by Hassan Abdullahi on the need for the 
completion of the transmission substation.

Abdullahi disclosed that before the 
privatisation of Nigeria’s electricity supply 
industry, the entire nine local government 
areas in his state were fed on a 33KV network 
from Nsukka in Enugu and Otukpo in Benue 
States.

“Presently, the supply from Nsukka and 
Otukpo links have been cut off and as such, the 
entire nine local government areas are fed from 

a 33KV feeder breaker code-named Ayingba 
feeder at the 132/33KV substation in Ajaokuta.

“The 33KV Ayingba feeder can deliver only 
15MW which depends on the load allocation.

“Some of the local government headquarters 
are as far as 285km away from the 33kV 
source and there is constant low voltage that 
could hardly contend with the numerous 
communities under the nine local government 
areas. “In 2009, two 60MVA, 132/33kV 
transmission substation situated at Ayingba 
with 132kV Nsukka-Ayingba line project 
contract was awarded by the Transmission 
Company of Nigeria, TCN.

“The substation building has been erected 
with the transformers placed on plinths, but 
the contractors abandoned the project for years 
as there is no visible activity on the site.

“Worried that with only a 33kV feeder 

breaker supplying power to these local 
government areas and surrounding 
communities, the state of power supply to the 
communities will remain unimaginably low and 
faulty, thus causing constant blackout in the 
entire Kogi State,” the lawmaker said.

The House therefore urged the Federal 
Ministry of Power to immediately intervene in 
the predicament of Ankpa, Ida, Dekina, Omala, 
Olamaboro, Ibaji, Bassa Olu, Igala-mela/Odolu 
Local Government Areas and ensure the 
completion of the transmission substation in 
Ayingba.

It also mandated the Committee on Power 
to audit the completion of the 2X60MVA 
132/33KV project contract performance and 
complete the project as a matter of urgency 
while urging its Committee on Legislative 
Compliance to ensure strict implementation.

Power: Reps Call for Completion of Transmission Substation in Kogi

daughter vessels are going there to take. You 
charter those daughter vessels with dollars. They 
said it used to be about $30,000, but now, it is 
about $60,000. Also, the NPA takes its docking 
charges in dollars. NIMASA takes their fees in 
dollars.

Our source maintained that major suppliers, 
of petroleum products are not willing to give the 
refined product because the NNPC owed them.

 “Now you are wondering why there is scarcity. 
NNPC is broke. They are not remitting money 
to the Federation Account, and they don’t 
have money to pay suppliers. They can’t deny 
this. If they deny, just ask them to bring their 
stock record for November, December 2020, 
November, December 2021 and this year”.

He said the Federal Government should 
dredge the river down south for the mother 
vessels to take the refined petroleum products 
close, adding that this would reduce the landing 
cost.

The president or incoming president must be 
strong enough to dislodge the cartels in the oil 
sector that are driving the prices of the products 
high for their own selfish gains.

Similarly, former President of the Trade 
Union Congress, TUC, Peter Esele attributed the 
long queues to an ongoing issue of distribution 
and pricing.

Esele noted that though NNPC has enough 
products on the ground, tank owners have 
to use “daughter vessels” to get the refined 
products from the sea to their tanks, a task that 
supposedly leads to rising costs.

“Hiring a vessel is not in naira; it’s done in 
dollars. These tank farm owners need to 
source for those dollars in the parallel 
market. And you and I know what has been 
happening in the parallel market in the last 
month where you’ve had price fluctuations.

“What you have is the tank farm owners 
are now saying they need to get value for 
their money. They can’t now go ahead to be 
selling at a loss.

Some stakeholders said that the Nigerian 
National Petroleum Company Limited, 
NNPCL, is starving government-owned 
depots as well as some marketers from 
loading while diverting products to some 
private depots.

Stakeholders told AljazirahNigeria that 
the state oil company is heavily indebted to 
some operators even as logistics challenges 
are compounding the situation.

None of the NNPC depots has products 
and the private depots took advantage of the 
situation to hike the price. “The only option for 
our members is to opt for private depots to keep 
business moving.

We are totally against the increase because it 
will affect our profit margins and the masses. 
Some private depots that have products 
deliberately refuse to sell for reasons best known 
to them.

Most of the tank farm owners have justified 
this increase because of different charges, 
among which is vessel charges paid in dollars.

Say next govt should dislodge oil cartel Suppliers halt product over NNPC’s indebtedness



King Salman Humanitarian Aid and 
Relief Center, KSrelief, distributed 
winter clothes to Syrian and 
Palestinian refugees in Lebanon.

The relief items benefited 2,052 
families in-need from the refugee 
and host communities, state agency, 
SPA reported.

The assistant supervisor-general 
for operations and programs of 
KSrelief, Ahmed bin Ali Al-Beez 
met with the Director of UNESCO 
Regional Bureau in Beirut, Costanza 
Farina.

The pair spoke about ways to 
enhance cooperation between 
the two entities and develop 
educational projects in order to 
better serve affected communities 
worldwide.

Farina also praised Saudi 
Arabia’s efforts in supporting 
the educational sector in 
underdeveloped countries.

This comes as KSRelief renovated 
the Ibn Al-Hijlah primary school 
and Sumaya secondary school in 
Yemen’s Al-Muhrah governorate.

The relief center also distributed 
school bags and uniforms to 917 
students as part of its education 
programme in Yemen, which seeks 
to restore 23 schools in Yemen’s 
Aden, Hujjah, Hadhramaut, and 
Al-Muhrah governorates.

A total of 11,586 students are set 
to benefit from the humanitarian 
initiative.

Meanwhile, 1,084 food baskets 
were distributed in Ethiopia, 
benefiting 6,504 people.

KSRelief’s project aims to 
distribute 3,600 food baskets in the 
drought-stricken nation in order to 
benefit 21,600.

Also, KSRelief humanitarian 

KSRelief Continues Aid Efforts In Lebanon, Yemen, Ethiopia

Minister of National Guard, Prince 
Abdullah bin Bandar  has opened 
the two-day Riyadh Global Medical 
Biotechnology Summit 2023.

The opening day include sessions 
covering a number of topics, such as 
cellular and genetic therapy, vaccines 
for infectious diseases, cancer 
vaccines, genetics and precision 
medicine for rare diseases, and 
clinical trials, the Saudi Press Agency 
reported.

Dr. Bandar Al-Kinawy, Executive 
Director-General of the Ministry 
of National Guard Health Affairs, 
described the global summit as a 
milestone for medical biotechnology 
that represents the future of the 

health sector.
He said through the summit he 

looks forward to the development of 
a Saudi biotech health industry, built 
through an exchange of knowledge 
between industry leaders around 
the world, that consolidates the 
Kingdom’s position as a pioneer in 
the field and provides opportunities 
for innovators to present their ideas, 
explore investment opportunities, 
and discuss regulatory legislation, to 
help face global health challenges.

Minister of Investment, Khalid Al-
Falih said the medical biotechnology 
sector is expected to be the fastest-
growing in the coming decades and 
will generate a lot of value, a process 

that has already started.
The partnerships forged and 

agreements reached during the 
summit will contribute to the creation 
of jobs and development of the sector, 
he added, and help boost the national 
economy.

Minister of Industry, Bandar Al-
Khorayef said the sector has great 
potential, given the young generation 
in the Kingdom that is eager to 
explore new areas of experience, 
expertise and skills development.

He added that the biotech field in 
particular involves a lot of creativity, 
innovation and research, and that the 
Kingdom is well placed to capitalise 
on this and help it to develop faster.

Hisham Aljadhey, CEO of the Food 
and Drug Authority, pointed out that 
the Kingdom is the largest consumer 
of medicines in the Middle East and 
North Africa region.

The summit, which takes place 
under the patronage of Crown 
Prince Mohammed bin Salman, 
was organised by the MNGHA, in 
cooperation with the Ministry of 
Investment.

Earlier, Prince Abdullah bin 
Bandar, Minister of Saudi National 
Guard, officially opened the 
second Riyadh Global Medical 
Biotechnology Summit on January 
25, the Saudi Press Agency reported 
on Monday.

Ministry of Culture celebrated the 
success of its 2022 Year of Saudi Coffee 
initiative during a ceremony at Tuwaiq 
Palace in Riyadh’s Diplomatic Quarter.

Deputy Minister of Culture, Hamed 
bin Mohammed Fayez, told guests 
about the work the ministry is doing 
to raise the profile of Saudi coffee, 
locally and globally, in keeping with 
the aims of Vision 2030 development 
and diversification agenda, which sets 
out the key role of culture in ensuring 
quality of life and creating a vibrant 
society, a prosperous economy and an 
ambitious nation.

He said he is happy that through 
the coffee initiative, the ministry had 
contributed to the goals of establishing 
culture as an important element of 
life in the Kingdom, enhancing its 
contribution to economic growth, 
and strengthening the Kingdom’s 
international profile.

He congratulated those involved in 
the Year of Coffee for its achievements 
over the past year that helped put Saudi 
coffee in the global spotlight, including 
the addition of Khawlani coffee to 
UNESCO’s Representative List of 
Intangible Cultural Heritage.

Fayez said the ministry implemented 
more than 32 programmes and events 
as part of the initiative and organised 
more than eight competitions, all 
of which helped to raise awareness 
of Saudi coffee culture, especially 
Khawlani coffee, and the customs 
and traditions involved in preparing 
and serving it in different parts of the 
country. He added that he was proud of 
the economic impact of the initiative 
through its efforts to support and 
empower local farmers.

The guests at Wednesday’s 
celebration, which took place under the 

auspices of Minister of Culture Prince 
Badr bin Abdullah, included officials, 
cultural figures and other partners who 
played a role in the success of the Year 
of Saudi Coffee.

It included a presentation about its 
most prominent achievements, the 
activities and events that took place, 
and its partnerships with the public 
and private sectors and non-profit 
sector organisations.

Some of those who contributed to 
its success were honored during the 
ceremony, including coffee shops and 
producers.

Kingdom Aspires For Leadership In Global Medical Biotechnology 

Ministry Celebrates Success Of Year Of Coffee, Honours Its Partners

KSRelief Continues Aid Efforts In Lebanon, Yemen, Ethiopia

efforts in Sudan, Yemen, 
Afghanistan and Lebanon continue 
with securing food and water for 
people in need.

In Afghanistan the center 
distributed 390 food packages in 

cooperation with the Organisation 
of Islamic Cooperation, OIC. In 
Sudan another 500 food parcels were 
distributed.

While in Yemen, KSreleif 
inaugurated a project in Marib, 

to supply water to camps of the 
displaced people, helping around 
28,000 people.

The agency has also extended its 
help to the Syrian people displaced in 
Lebanon, in support to the education 

of Syrian refugees it distributed 
10,000 school bags to students.

And the center delivered nine 
artificial respirators to four hospitals 
in Sudan and offered training for 
staff.
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Assistant Minister of Defense, Talal 
Al-Otaibi met with Pakistani Defense 
Minister, Khawaja Muhammad Asif, 
during his official visit to the capital, 
Islamabad, the defense ministry said.

During the meeting, they reviewed 
relations between the two countries 
and aspects of strategic cooperation 
in the existing and future defense 
fields.

Al-Otaibi also met with Pakistan 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Committee, General Sahir Shamshad 
Mirza, where they reviewed 
cooperation and joint coordination 
in the military field, and discussed 
a number of issues of common 
interest.

Al-Otaibi arrived Pakistan on 
Tuesday, heading a Saudi delegation 
for a multi-day official visit.

He also held talks with the Chief 
of Staff of the Pakistani Army, First 
Lt. Gen. Asim Munir, where they 
reviewed the strategic partnership 
between the two countries and 
discussed cooperation and ways to 
develop and enhance them, especially 
in the defense field.

Meanwhile, Al-Otaibi also 
met with the Chief of Staff of the 
Pakistan Army Command, Lt. Gen. 
Muhammad Saeed.

Similarly, Secretary-General of the 
Organisation of Islamic Cooperation, 
Hissein Brahim Taha, received Diaka 
Sidibe, minister of higher education, 
scientific research and innovation 
of Guinea, and her accompanying 
delegation, in Jeddah.

Taha paid tribute to Guinea, a 
member and founding country of the 
OIC, for its constant commitment 
to the organisation and support for 
joint Islamic action, the Saudi Press 
Agency reported.

The meeting focused on ways of 

KSA, Pakistani Defence Officials Discuss Cooperation

Second Real Estate Future Forum 
ended in Riyadh following the 
participation of 30 states and 100 
speakers representing public and 
private sectors, along with leading 
economics experts, investors, and 
decision-makers, both local and global.

Specialists in Saudi housing at 
the three-day event underlined the 
necessity of investing in the sector 

through various financing alternatives, 
based on the capabilities and demands 
of customers.

Minister of Municipal, Rural Affairs 
and Housing, Majid Al-Hogail said in-
kind registration was one of the main 
priorities of the real estate sector’s 
comprehensive strategy, adding: “It 
is directly linked to the reliability and 
investment attractiveness of the real 

estate sector.”
He noted that 2022 had witnessed 

radical developments and major 
transformations “as well as the 
launch of a single entity in charge 
of registration of property, which is 
the General Real Estate Authority, in 
addition to issuing the law of property 
registration and its implementing 
regulations.”

Finance Options Enhance Investment In Real Estate Sector, Says Experts

KSA, Pakistani Defense Officials Discuss Cooperation

strengthening cooperation between 
the OIC and Guinea in the field of 
higher and university education.

Taha stressed the importance 
of giving youth access to higher 
education, which is a driving force 

for change in the OIC member states.
Sidibe expressed her readiness 

to strengthen academic and 
scientific links with the OIC and its 
institutions.

In a separate meeting, the OIC 

chief met Barney Riley, New Zealand’s 
ambassador to Saudi Arabia.

Riley reiterated his country’s 
interest in the work of the OIC, 
while Taha praised New Zealand’s 
multiculturalism and the efforts of its 

government in promoting tolerance 
and interfaith dialogue.

Both sides expressed a keen 
interest in developing relations, and 
exchanged views on various issues of 
common concern.

Saudi Arabia will chair UNESCO’s 
World Heritage Committee following 
an unanimous decision at the 
organisation’s headquarters in Paris.

The committee will be chaired by 
Princess Haifa bint Abdulaziz Al-
Mogrin, the Kingdom’s Permanent 
Representative to UNESCO, and 
chairperson of the organisation’s 
programs and external relations 
committee.

The Paris meeting also agreed that 
Saudi Arabia will host the committee’s 
45th session, which will be held in 
Riyadh from September 10-25.

The selection was approved during 
the 18th session of the World Heritage 
Committee, which was held in the 
presence of all member states of the 
committee.

Princess Haifa tweeted: “In 
completion of the Kingdom’s 
prominent role in supporting and 
preserving human heritage, I am 
proud today of accrediting Saudi 
Arabia as chairman of the UNESCO 

committee, as well as achieving the 
goals of UNESCO in general, and the 
goals of the World Heritage Committee 
in particular.

The UNESCO World Heritage 
Committee, composed of 
representatives of 21 states elected by 
the General Assembly, examines the 
proposals of states wishing to place 
their sites on the World Heritage List, 
assists experts to report on the sites, 
and provides the final assessment of 
the decision of the proposed sites on 
the list.

The Kingdom has two other 
members of UNESCO’s main 
committees, as well as its membership 
in the World Heritage Committee: 
membership of the Executive 
Council and membership of the 
Intergovernmental Committee for 
the Safeguarding of the Intangible 
Cultural Heritage, which highlights 
the Kingdom’s role as a pivotal and 
international center of action in the 
organisation’s decision-making.

World Heritage Committee, and for 
hosting of the 45th session of the World 
Heritage Committee for the first time in 
September.”

The permanent delegation of the 
Kingdom to UNESCO tweeted: “Saudi 
Arabia is home to 6 millennial world 
heritage sites and 11 intangible heritage 
elements, Saudi Arabia will proudly host 
the 45th session of UNESCO’s World 
Heritage Committee in September, it’s 
a new chapter in our evolving history.”

The decision is the culmination of 
efforts led by the Kingdom in UNESCO, 
in light of unlimited support to the 
cultural sector by King Salman and 
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, 
as well as the support and directives 
of Culture Minister Prince Badr bin 
Abdullah bin Farhan.

Princess Haifa praised the decision 
and said that it is simply the result of the 
Kingdom’s prominent role in supporting 
heritage, and its extended endeavors 
toward documenting human heritage 
alongside the member states of the 

KSA Elected Chair Of UNESCO World Heritage Committee

The forum addressed several 
themes, such as the role of the 
emirates, governorates, ministries and 
secretariats in aligning to empower 
the real estate sector, and regional 
efforts and their impact on the growth 
of the sector.

The forum also focused on the 
future of real estate investment, and 
regulations.

Mansour bin Madi, CEO of the Real 
Estate Development Fund, noted 
that the individual real estate finance 
market grew significantly, reaching 
SR674 billion, $179.5 billion, from 
January to November 2022, up nearly 
130 percent from SR287 billion in 
2017.

This reflected the success of the 
housing plan, one of the Kingdom’s 
Vision 2030 programmes.

Bin Madi added that the Real 
Estate Development Fund’s 
initiatives are supported by “best 
global standards” digital governance, 
citing the execution of more than 10 
million digital operations through 
43 e-services, as well as the fund’s 
programs and services with more than 
103 e-services.

He noted that the private sector’s 
role in providing finance and land 
support to citizens had become more 
effective, citing the sustainability 
of the finance market and support 
programmes as a result of the signing 
of more than 150 strategic agreements 
with the private sector, which 
contributed to providing solutions.
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NBA: Lillard Scores 60 Points As Portland Trail Blazers Beats Jazz Vinicius Jr: Effigy Prompts Condemnation In Spain

JOEL AJAYI

Ahead of this year’s International Women’s 
Day, a non-governmental organization that 
has been fighting for gender equality in the 
country, FAME Foundation has called on 
all the civil society organizations to register 
for the annual football tournament slated for 
March 8, 2023.

The tournament will take place at the Area 
3 Football Pitch, Area 2, Garki, in Nigeria’s 
capital city Abuja starting from 8am and 
ending at 3:pm.

The International Women’s Day is a 
global day celebrating the social, economic, 
cultural and political achievements of 
women.

Also, the day marks a call to action for 
accelerating gender parity.

Significant activity is witnessed 
worldwide as groups come together to 
celebrate women’s achievements or rally 
for women’s equality. 

According to the statement issued by the 
founder of FAME Foundation Aderonke 
Bello, she is putting together its annual 
International Women’s Day Football 
Tournament on March 8, 2023, and we’re 
calling on members of the Civil Society 
Organizations ,CSOs, to register their 
interest to participate. This is a first-time 
open call to our colleagues in the CSO 
community.

“Civil Society Organizations are advised 
to fill the form to express your interest and 
we will contact you.

“The following are the criteria; Players 
Criteria: Female, Age  18-60 yrs. of age, 
Team must have minimum of 15 and 
maximum of 17 players including a captain 
and goalkeeper. Players should be non-
professional footballers, each player must 
be in good health, and player’s well-being, 
based in Abuja or its environs”.

2023 Women’s Day 
Football Tournament: 
Fame Foundation 
Urges CSOs To Register

sports news
Friday, January 27, 2023 Friday, January 27, 2023
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in frustration with one minute and 14 seconds left.
Jordan Poole won the thriller for the Warriors, who were 

111-102 down with just over five minutes to play, when he 
scored with 2.4 seconds of the game remaining.

The Los Angeles Lakers earned a 113-104 victory over the 
San Antonio Spurs, with LeBron James contributing 20 points, 
11 assists and nine rebounds.

James took his tally to 38,230 career points and is 157 away 
from Kareem Abdul-Jabbar’s all-time scoring record.

Giannis Antetokounmpo scored 33 points as he helped the 
Milwaukee Bucks beat the Denver Nuggets 107-99.

La Liga says it strongly condemns acts of 
hatred and intimidation against Vinicius Jr 
after an effigy of the Real Madrid winger 
was hung from a bridge near the club’s 
training ground.

A banner reading “Madrid hates Real” was 
attached to the bridge’s railings.

Atletico Madrid and Real met in the Copa 
del Rey on Thursday and Atletico said the 
incident was “repugnant”.

Brazil international Vinicius Jr, 22, said 

last month the Spanish league had to act on 
racists attending games.

Before the Madrid derby in September, 
a minority of Atletico fans sang racist 
songs aimed at the player as they entered 
their Wanda Metropolitano stadium before 
Real’s 2-1 win, which the club condemned 
as “unacceptable”.

However, Spanish prosecutors closed an 
investigation into the chants three months 
later, saying it was impossible to identify 

those responsible.
Earlier this month, the Spanish league said 

it had filed charges relating to the racist abuse 
of the Brazilian to the “relevant judicial, 
administrative and sporting bodies”.

And La Liga yesterday said it “will 
press for an investigation by relevant state 
security forces and bodies” into the effigy 
and banner, and will “seek convictions for 
those responsible and request the most severe 
sentences”.

Australia Open: Rybakina To Face Sabalenka In Melbourne Final
Wimbledon champion Elena Rybakina 
has another shot at a major title after 
reaching the Australian Open final 
where she will meet Belarusian fifth 
seed Aryna Sabalenka.

Rybakina, 23, won 7-6 (7-4) 6-3 
against Victoria Azarenka, ending the 
two-time champion’s hopes of winning 
the title 10 years after her last triumph.

The powerful 24-year-old won 7-6 (7-
1) 6-2 against her unseeded opponent.

Sabalenka was the heavy favourite 
to beat 30-year-old Linette, who had 
never been past the third round of a 
Grand Slam event before, and grew in 
confidence as the match wore on.

After losing three times in major 
semi-finals, Sabalenka’s relief was 

evident after securing her place in 
Saturday’s showpiece against another 
big-hitter.

“I wouldn’t say I started really well 
but in the tie-break I found my rhythm 
and trusted myself and started going for 
my shots,” said Sabalenka, who is on 
a 10-match winning streak after lifting 
the Adelaide title.

Damian Lillard scored a season-high 60 points as he helped 
the Portland Trail Blazers beat the Utah Jazz 134-124.

He also made nine of 15 three-point attempts to take his 
career total to 2,292, which moved him up to sixth on the 
all-time three-pointers list.

Lillard’s performance against the Jazz included eight 
assists, seven rebounds and three steals.

The Golden State Warriors had Stephen Curry ejected 
late on but they beat the Memphis Grizzlies 122-120.

Curry was his side’s leading scorer with 34 points but 
was ejected after he threw his mouthpiece into the stands 

Nigeria Football Federation, NFF has 
expressed interest to partner and collaborate 
with the National Information Technology 
Development Agency For eFootball ,NITDA, 
so as to give the eFootball sector a robust 
status in the country. 

In line with the NFF vision to develop all 
aspects of the sports in the country, the NFF 
President, Alhaji Ibrahim Musa Gusau led his 
team to the Office of the agency to discuss 
and reach an agreement to develop eFootball.

While addressing the delegation, the 
Director General of NITDA, Kashifu Inuwa, 
commended the impactful and visionary 
leadership of NFF President, Ibrahim Musa 
Gusau and sought for more improvement on 
the eFootball sector in the country.  

Inuwa promised to support the NFF in 
its quest to promote and develop eFootball, 
by harnessing the status of the game, which 
will in turn improve the number of people 
involved professionally. 

“I am glad that we can work together and 
achieve what is happening in other parts of 
the world. Mostly, when you go to FIFA/
PlayStation tournaments, you hardly see black 
people there. Indeed we have to encourage 
our people to participate more. We are ready 
to do this, with the NFF”.

Waldrum Picks Ebi, Oshoala, 
Others For Revelation 
Cup In Mexico

BY JOEL AJAYI

Head Coach Randy Waldrum has 
called up 23 players of Nigeria’s Super 
Falcons for next month’s Revelation Cup 
Tournament to be staged in Leon, Mexico 
City, among them Captain Onome Ebi, 
Spain-based forward Asisat Oshoala 
and long-time number one goalkeeper 
Chiamaka Nnadozie.

 Hosts Mexico, Nigeria, Costa Rica 
and Colombia are the participating 
teams at the tournament in the State of 
Guanajuato, with matches from February 
15 --21, and with the objective of 
preparing the contestants for the 9th FIFA 
Women’s World Cup finals in Australia 
and New Zealand this summer.

 Nine -time African champions 
Nigeria will play their first game of the 
tournament against hosts Mexico starting 
at 4:pm Mexico time ,10:pm Nigeria 
time, on Wednesday,  February 15, three 
hours after the opening match between 
Costa Rica and Colombia.

On Saturday, February 18, the Falcons 
will be up against Colombia at 1pm 
Mexico time (7pm Nigeria time), before 
Costa Rica square up against the host 
nation.

 Costa Rica will be Nigeria’s last 
opponents, both teams locking horns 
as from 5:pm Mexico time and 11: pm 
Nigeria time, on Tuesday, February 21, 
before hosts Mexico and Colombia draw 
the curtain on the four-nation tourney.

Nigeria’s delegation to the tournament 
will depart the country’s shores on 

Saturday, February 11.
The Super Falcons will tackle co-hosts 

Australia, Olympic champions Canada 
and debutants Republic of Ireland at what 
will be the biggest FIFA Women’s World 
Cup finals ever, this summer in Australia 
and New Zealand. 

All invited players:
 Goalkeepers: Chiamaka Nnadozie 

(Paris FC, France); Yewande Balogun 
(AS Saint-Etienne, France)

Defenders: Onome Ebi (Levante 
Las Planas (Spain); Osinachi Ohale 
(Deportivo Alaves, Spain); Ashleigh 
Plumptre (Leicester City, England); 
Glory Ogbonna (ALG Spor, Turkey); 
Rofiat Imuran (Stade de Reims, France); 
Michelle Alozie (Houston Dash, USA); 
Oluwatosin Demehin (Stade de Reims, 
France); Akudo Ogbonna (Rivers Angels)

Midfielders:  Halimatu Ayinde 
(FC Rosengard, Sweden); Christy 
Ucheibe (SL Benfica, Portugal); Ngozi 
Okobi-Okeoghene (Eskilstuna United, 
Sweden); Rasheedat Ajibade (Atletico 
Madrid, Spain); Toni Payne (Sevilla FC, 
Spain); Jennifer Echegini (Florida State 
University, USA); Regina Otu (AS Saint-
Etienne, France)

Forwards: Asisat Oshoala (Barcelona 
Femenin, Spain); Esther Okoronkwo 
(AS Saint-Etienne, France); Ifeoma 
Onumonu (NY/NJ Gotham FC, USA); 
Chinwendu Ihezuo (Rayadas Monterrey, 
Mexico); Francisca Ordega (CSKA 
Moscow, Russia); Uchenna Kanu (Tigres 
Femenil, Mexico)

eFootball: 
NFF Seeks 
Collaboration 
With NITDA

Ronaldo, 22 Others Face Probe Over Juventus £79m Wage Scandal
Juventus’ off-field problems are stacking 
up after fresh claims in Italy that more 
than 20 players, including Cristiano 
Ronaldo, were paid €90m (£79.5m) in 
deferred wages off book.

Former head coach Maurizio Sarri, 
captain Giorgio Chiellini and Paulo 
Dybala are also listed in documents 
that showed Ronaldo was owed £17.2m 
in salary after agreeing to a four-
month deferral during the COVID-19 
interrupted 2019/20 season.

The former Manchester United star 
was earning almost four times more 
than the Old Lady’s next best-paid star 
(Miralem Pjanic, who was owed £5.1m). 
Documents show that Aaron Ramsey, 
the Wales midfielder, was owed £4.2m 
and French star Adrien Rabiot deferred 
£5m in wages.

Prosecutors have been reviewing 
the files as part of an investigation into 
alleged false book-keeping at the club 
relating to transfers as well as other 

payments, including salaries.
The Italian Football Federation, 

FIGC, had opened a probe in 2021 into 
62 different player transactions between 
2018 and 2020 following accusations 
that valuations had been artificially 
inflated in order to evade Financial Fair 
Play rules.

On Friday it was confirmed that 
Juve would be docked 15 points in 
Serie A following a failed appeal after 
prosecutors found enough evidence to 

find them guilty of accounting breaches. 
The club is now raising an appeal with 
the Italian Olympic Committee. A 
decision is expected in March.

Prosecutors are set to ask for a 40-
Day extension to their investigation 
and other reports in Italy suggest that 
the club could be banned from UEFA 
competition. But the European football 
governing body will not make any 
decision in that regard until after the 
Italian probe is completed.

Katsina State Sports Council has announced the 
dissolution of the officials of the state’s Fives 
Association with immediate effect.

This was stated in a statement in Katsina by 
Mr Abubakar Muhammad for the Executive 
Director of Sports, Alhaji Umar Aliyu-Saulawa.

He said that the dissolution of the Officials 
followed the expiration of their four years tenure, 
in line with the guidelines of the Nigeria Sports 
Federation ,NSF.

According to Aliyu-Saulawa, consultations 
are ongoing with the relevant stakeholders for 
the reconstitution of the association.

He explained that the Secretary of the 
association had been directed to assume full 
control of its activities pending the reconstitution 
of new members.

Fives is an English handball sport similar to 
the games of handball and squash, played in both 
singles and doubles teams, in an either three or 
four-sided court.

In Nigeria, the game of fives is popular, as the 
Emir of Katsina, Alhaji Abdulmumini Kabir-
Usman, plays the game and has a court inside 
the Gidan Korau Katsina.

Sports Council 
Dissolves Katsina Fives 
Association Officials

“I’d call myself a street footballer, that’s 
where I learned my tricks, and through 
football I looked at the big players, I think 
it really helped me”. – Jadon Sancho

“I am different as soon as I am on the pitch, 
because I had to fight so much and work so hard 
to become a professional footballer, so I have to 
give everything that I can.” – Sadio Mane



NBA: Lillard Scores 60 Points As Portland Trail Blazers Beats Jazz Vinicius Jr: Effigy Prompts Condemnation In Spain

JOEL AJAYI

Ahead of this year’s International Women’s 
Day, a non-governmental organization that 
has been fighting for gender equality in the 
country, FAME Foundation has called on 
all the civil society organizations to register 
for the annual football tournament slated for 
March 8, 2023.

The tournament will take place at the Area 
3 Football Pitch, Area 2, Garki, in Nigeria’s 
capital city Abuja starting from 8am and 
ending at 3:pm.

The International Women’s Day is a 
global day celebrating the social, economic, 
cultural and political achievements of 
women.

Also, the day marks a call to action for 
accelerating gender parity.

Significant activity is witnessed 
worldwide as groups come together to 
celebrate women’s achievements or rally 
for women’s equality. 

According to the statement issued by the 
founder of FAME Foundation Aderonke 
Bello, she is putting together its annual 
International Women’s Day Football 
Tournament on March 8, 2023, and we’re 
calling on members of the Civil Society 
Organizations ,CSOs, to register their 
interest to participate. This is a first-time 
open call to our colleagues in the CSO 
community.

“Civil Society Organizations are advised 
to fill the form to express your interest and 
we will contact you.

“The following are the criteria; Players 
Criteria: Female, Age  18-60 yrs. of age, 
Team must have minimum of 15 and 
maximum of 17 players including a captain 
and goalkeeper. Players should be non-
professional footballers, each player must 
be in good health, and player’s well-being, 
based in Abuja or its environs”.

2023 Women’s Day 
Football Tournament: 
Fame Foundation 
Urges CSOs To Register
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in frustration with one minute and 14 seconds left.
Jordan Poole won the thriller for the Warriors, who were 

111-102 down with just over five minutes to play, when he 
scored with 2.4 seconds of the game remaining.

The Los Angeles Lakers earned a 113-104 victory over the 
San Antonio Spurs, with LeBron James contributing 20 points, 
11 assists and nine rebounds.

James took his tally to 38,230 career points and is 157 away 
from Kareem Abdul-Jabbar’s all-time scoring record.

Giannis Antetokounmpo scored 33 points as he helped the 
Milwaukee Bucks beat the Denver Nuggets 107-99.

La Liga says it strongly condemns acts of 
hatred and intimidation against Vinicius Jr 
after an effigy of the Real Madrid winger 
was hung from a bridge near the club’s 
training ground.

A banner reading “Madrid hates Real” was 
attached to the bridge’s railings.

Atletico Madrid and Real met in the Copa 
del Rey on Thursday and Atletico said the 
incident was “repugnant”.

Brazil international Vinicius Jr, 22, said 

last month the Spanish league had to act on 
racists attending games.

Before the Madrid derby in September, 
a minority of Atletico fans sang racist 
songs aimed at the player as they entered 
their Wanda Metropolitano stadium before 
Real’s 2-1 win, which the club condemned 
as “unacceptable”.

However, Spanish prosecutors closed an 
investigation into the chants three months 
later, saying it was impossible to identify 

those responsible.
Earlier this month, the Spanish league said 

it had filed charges relating to the racist abuse 
of the Brazilian to the “relevant judicial, 
administrative and sporting bodies”.

And La Liga yesterday said it “will 
press for an investigation by relevant state 
security forces and bodies” into the effigy 
and banner, and will “seek convictions for 
those responsible and request the most severe 
sentences”.

Australia Open: Rybakina To Face Sabalenka In Melbourne Final
Wimbledon champion Elena Rybakina 
has another shot at a major title after 
reaching the Australian Open final 
where she will meet Belarusian fifth 
seed Aryna Sabalenka.

Rybakina, 23, won 7-6 (7-4) 6-3 
against Victoria Azarenka, ending the 
two-time champion’s hopes of winning 
the title 10 years after her last triumph.

The powerful 24-year-old won 7-6 (7-
1) 6-2 against her unseeded opponent.

Sabalenka was the heavy favourite 
to beat 30-year-old Linette, who had 
never been past the third round of a 
Grand Slam event before, and grew in 
confidence as the match wore on.

After losing three times in major 
semi-finals, Sabalenka’s relief was 

evident after securing her place in 
Saturday’s showpiece against another 
big-hitter.

“I wouldn’t say I started really well 
but in the tie-break I found my rhythm 
and trusted myself and started going for 
my shots,” said Sabalenka, who is on 
a 10-match winning streak after lifting 
the Adelaide title.

Damian Lillard scored a season-high 60 points as he helped 
the Portland Trail Blazers beat the Utah Jazz 134-124.

He also made nine of 15 three-point attempts to take his 
career total to 2,292, which moved him up to sixth on the 
all-time three-pointers list.

Lillard’s performance against the Jazz included eight 
assists, seven rebounds and three steals.

The Golden State Warriors had Stephen Curry ejected 
late on but they beat the Memphis Grizzlies 122-120.

Curry was his side’s leading scorer with 34 points but 
was ejected after he threw his mouthpiece into the stands 

Nigeria Football Federation, NFF has 
expressed interest to partner and collaborate 
with the National Information Technology 
Development Agency For eFootball ,NITDA, 
so as to give the eFootball sector a robust 
status in the country. 

In line with the NFF vision to develop all 
aspects of the sports in the country, the NFF 
President, Alhaji Ibrahim Musa Gusau led his 
team to the Office of the agency to discuss 
and reach an agreement to develop eFootball.

While addressing the delegation, the 
Director General of NITDA, Kashifu Inuwa, 
commended the impactful and visionary 
leadership of NFF President, Ibrahim Musa 
Gusau and sought for more improvement on 
the eFootball sector in the country.  

Inuwa promised to support the NFF in 
its quest to promote and develop eFootball, 
by harnessing the status of the game, which 
will in turn improve the number of people 
involved professionally. 

“I am glad that we can work together and 
achieve what is happening in other parts of 
the world. Mostly, when you go to FIFA/
PlayStation tournaments, you hardly see black 
people there. Indeed we have to encourage 
our people to participate more. We are ready 
to do this, with the NFF”.

Waldrum Picks Ebi, Oshoala, 
Others For Revelation 
Cup In Mexico

BY JOEL AJAYI

Head Coach Randy Waldrum has 
called up 23 players of Nigeria’s Super 
Falcons for next month’s Revelation Cup 
Tournament to be staged in Leon, Mexico 
City, among them Captain Onome Ebi, 
Spain-based forward Asisat Oshoala 
and long-time number one goalkeeper 
Chiamaka Nnadozie.

 Hosts Mexico, Nigeria, Costa Rica 
and Colombia are the participating 
teams at the tournament in the State of 
Guanajuato, with matches from February 
15 --21, and with the objective of 
preparing the contestants for the 9th FIFA 
Women’s World Cup finals in Australia 
and New Zealand this summer.

 Nine -time African champions 
Nigeria will play their first game of the 
tournament against hosts Mexico starting 
at 4:pm Mexico time ,10:pm Nigeria 
time, on Wednesday,  February 15, three 
hours after the opening match between 
Costa Rica and Colombia.

On Saturday, February 18, the Falcons 
will be up against Colombia at 1pm 
Mexico time (7pm Nigeria time), before 
Costa Rica square up against the host 
nation.

 Costa Rica will be Nigeria’s last 
opponents, both teams locking horns 
as from 5:pm Mexico time and 11: pm 
Nigeria time, on Tuesday, February 21, 
before hosts Mexico and Colombia draw 
the curtain on the four-nation tourney.

Nigeria’s delegation to the tournament 
will depart the country’s shores on 

Saturday, February 11.
The Super Falcons will tackle co-hosts 

Australia, Olympic champions Canada 
and debutants Republic of Ireland at what 
will be the biggest FIFA Women’s World 
Cup finals ever, this summer in Australia 
and New Zealand. 

All invited players:
 Goalkeepers: Chiamaka Nnadozie 

(Paris FC, France); Yewande Balogun 
(AS Saint-Etienne, France)

Defenders: Onome Ebi (Levante 
Las Planas (Spain); Osinachi Ohale 
(Deportivo Alaves, Spain); Ashleigh 
Plumptre (Leicester City, England); 
Glory Ogbonna (ALG Spor, Turkey); 
Rofiat Imuran (Stade de Reims, France); 
Michelle Alozie (Houston Dash, USA); 
Oluwatosin Demehin (Stade de Reims, 
France); Akudo Ogbonna (Rivers Angels)

Midfielders:  Halimatu Ayinde 
(FC Rosengard, Sweden); Christy 
Ucheibe (SL Benfica, Portugal); Ngozi 
Okobi-Okeoghene (Eskilstuna United, 
Sweden); Rasheedat Ajibade (Atletico 
Madrid, Spain); Toni Payne (Sevilla FC, 
Spain); Jennifer Echegini (Florida State 
University, USA); Regina Otu (AS Saint-
Etienne, France)

Forwards: Asisat Oshoala (Barcelona 
Femenin, Spain); Esther Okoronkwo 
(AS Saint-Etienne, France); Ifeoma 
Onumonu (NY/NJ Gotham FC, USA); 
Chinwendu Ihezuo (Rayadas Monterrey, 
Mexico); Francisca Ordega (CSKA 
Moscow, Russia); Uchenna Kanu (Tigres 
Femenil, Mexico)

eFootball: 
NFF Seeks 
Collaboration 
With NITDA

Ronaldo, 22 Others Face Probe Over Juventus £79m Wage Scandal
Juventus’ off-field problems are stacking 
up after fresh claims in Italy that more 
than 20 players, including Cristiano 
Ronaldo, were paid €90m (£79.5m) in 
deferred wages off book.

Former head coach Maurizio Sarri, 
captain Giorgio Chiellini and Paulo 
Dybala are also listed in documents 
that showed Ronaldo was owed £17.2m 
in salary after agreeing to a four-
month deferral during the COVID-19 
interrupted 2019/20 season.

The former Manchester United star 
was earning almost four times more 
than the Old Lady’s next best-paid star 
(Miralem Pjanic, who was owed £5.1m). 
Documents show that Aaron Ramsey, 
the Wales midfielder, was owed £4.2m 
and French star Adrien Rabiot deferred 
£5m in wages.

Prosecutors have been reviewing 
the files as part of an investigation into 
alleged false book-keeping at the club 
relating to transfers as well as other 

payments, including salaries.
The Italian Football Federation, 

FIGC, had opened a probe in 2021 into 
62 different player transactions between 
2018 and 2020 following accusations 
that valuations had been artificially 
inflated in order to evade Financial Fair 
Play rules.

On Friday it was confirmed that 
Juve would be docked 15 points in 
Serie A following a failed appeal after 
prosecutors found enough evidence to 

find them guilty of accounting breaches. 
The club is now raising an appeal with 
the Italian Olympic Committee. A 
decision is expected in March.

Prosecutors are set to ask for a 40-
Day extension to their investigation 
and other reports in Italy suggest that 
the club could be banned from UEFA 
competition. But the European football 
governing body will not make any 
decision in that regard until after the 
Italian probe is completed.

Katsina State Sports Council has announced the 
dissolution of the officials of the state’s Fives 
Association with immediate effect.

This was stated in a statement in Katsina by 
Mr Abubakar Muhammad for the Executive 
Director of Sports, Alhaji Umar Aliyu-Saulawa.

He said that the dissolution of the Officials 
followed the expiration of their four years tenure, 
in line with the guidelines of the Nigeria Sports 
Federation ,NSF.

According to Aliyu-Saulawa, consultations 
are ongoing with the relevant stakeholders for 
the reconstitution of the association.

He explained that the Secretary of the 
association had been directed to assume full 
control of its activities pending the reconstitution 
of new members.

Fives is an English handball sport similar to 
the games of handball and squash, played in both 
singles and doubles teams, in an either three or 
four-sided court.

In Nigeria, the game of fives is popular, as the 
Emir of Katsina, Alhaji Abdulmumini Kabir-
Usman, plays the game and has a court inside 
the Gidan Korau Katsina.

Sports Council 
Dissolves Katsina Fives 
Association Officials

“I’d call myself a street footballer, that’s 
where I learned my tricks, and through 
football I looked at the big players, I think 
it really helped me”. – Jadon Sancho

“I am different as soon as I am on the pitch, 
because I had to fight so much and work so hard 
to become a professional footballer, so I have to 
give everything that I can.” – Sadio Mane



Federal Government says power distribution 
companies failed to utilise a total of 
1,070.36 megawatts of electricity in a week 
of blackouts being witnessed across the 
country.

Latest power utilisation data obtained 
from the Transmission Company of Nigeria, 
indicated that the Discos did not utilise 
the over 1,070MW of electricity between 
December 24 and December 30, 2022.

Nigeria’s 11 DisCos include Abuja, Benin, 
Eko, Enugu, Ibadan, Ikeja, Jos, Kaduna, 
Kano, Port Harcourt and Yola.

Figures from TCN indicated that on 
December 24, 2022, a total of 118.04MW 
of electricity was unuitised by Enugu, Ibadan 
and Port Harcourt DisCos. However, the 
eight other power distributors took and 
distributed excess load on that day.

On December 25, nine power distributors 
took excess load allocation, but two others, 
Enugu and Ibadan, could not distribute a total 
of 93.73MW of electricity.

The next day, being December 26, the 
quantum of unutilised energy increased, as 
seven DisCos failed to distribute a total of 
198.82MW of electricity.

The seven power distribution companies 
include Abuja, Benin, Enugu, Ibadan, Jos, 
Kano and Port Harcourt, while four took 
excess load allocation, according to TCN’s 
data.

Six of the power firms were unable to 
distribute 180.99MW of electricity on 
December 27, while the remaining five took 
excess load allocation.

The six DisCos that could not distribute 
the 180.99MW of electricity include Abuja, 

Enugu, Ibadan, Jos, Kano and Port Harcourt.
The transmission company further stated 

that five distribution companies – Benin, 
Enugu, Ibadan, Jos and Port Harcourt, 
failed to distribute 89.09MW of power on 
December 28.

TCN stated that five DisCos accepted 
excess load allocation that was higher than 
their maximum load nomination for that 
particular day.

On December 29, it was observed that the 
number of DisCos that could not utilise all 
the load allocated to them reduced to four. 
They include Benin, Enugu, Ibadan and Port 
Harcourt.

The Discos were unable to utilize a 
55.26MW cumulative load allocation; 
however, seven DisCos absorbed and 
distributed excess load allocation.

FG Says DisCos Unable To Utilise 1,070.36MW In One Week

BY LADI PATRICK

Despite the endless complaints about 
the challenges of processing passports 
through the Nigeria Immigration Service 
,NIS, website, the Federal Government 
has revealed ongoing plans to completely 
digitalise the process.

The Minister of Interior, Rauf 
Aregbesola while addressing State House 
correspondents yesterday said the move 
is aimed at ending the use of agents and 
racketeers within the system.

He noted that the Ministry was working 
to halt in-person documentation of 
information before the end of the current 
administration by May 29, 2023.

“On Passport issuance, we are digitizing 
the process and when this process is done, 
applicants do not need to bring in any 
documents. You can process the issuance 
online, completely.

“You don’t need an agent and there will be 
no racketeering, you have to hack into the 
system to assess. It is on now, but we will 
do it before we leave”, he revealed.

The Minister admitted that the challenges 
surrounding the issuance of passports are 
“human-induced”, but it had not eroded the 
success of the Service. According to him, 
over 1.7 million passports were issued to 
Nigerians in 2022 alone.

“When you look at the number of 
applications, vis-a-vis the number of 
passports produced, we are over 80 per 
cent”, he said.

Aregbesola also addressed the issue 
of Nigerians in the Diaspora currently 

experiencing difficulty to return home due 
to expired passports.

He disclosed that the ministry was in 
talks with the Foreign Affairs Ministry to 
produce electronic temporary passports 
where Nigerians in the Diaspora with 
expired passports can still return home.

“On the temporary passport, we have 
issues with our sister ministry: Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs, we are solving it, and 
when it is fully solved, our citizens outside 
Nigeria, when they have emergencies 
to come, and they don’t have a current 
passport.

“We have introduced a regime of 

returning home with an expired passport 
but as much as that won’t be a problem for 
us to take at our registration desk, some 
airlines might be difficult.

 “So, we are discussing with South Africa. 
They do not permit the use of expired 
passports as a nation contrary to The 
International Civil Aviation Organisation, 
ICAO, regulation that says every citizen of a 
nation, dead or alive cannot be denied entry 
into his home which is logical.

“But the last time I sent a file to them, 
they said if the passport is not current, you 
cannot be taken in or out of their space.

“To avoid that, we introduced what we 

call a temporary electronic passport, a 
one-way passport to return home. If you 
just have the data page on your passport, 
bring it to the embassy, at the rate of an 
appropriate fee, and you will get home”, he 
noted.

The minister added that the temporary 
passport is similar to the regular passport 
but it has only a page to bring Nigerians 
home. He however noted, “Unfortunately, 
we are still in negotiation with the foreign 
affairs ministry”.

The NIS, since 2015 has 774 offices across 
the country, and missions abroad, 37 state 
commands and eight zonal offices.

FG To Digitise Passport Issuance Amid Complaints
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Non-oil-Export

BY LADI PATRICK-OKWOLI

President Muhammadu 
Buhari lauded the provision of 
$538.05 million by the African 
Development Bank, AfDB, the 
Islamic Development Bank, 
IDB, and the International 
Fund for Agricultural 
Development, IFAD, for the 
first phase of the Special Agro-
Industrial Processing Zones for 
Nigeria, SAPZ, programme.

Buhari, who made this 
known in his goodwill 
message to the Feed Africa 
Summit of Heads of State and 
Government in Dakar, Senegal, 
also urged his counterparts to 
allocate, at least, 10 per cent 
of their nations’ budgets to 
agriculture as agreed in the 
Malabo Declaration of the 
African Heads of State and 
Government.

“I am pleased with the 
partnership approach used 

for Nigeria by the multilateral 
financing institutions, with 
the African Development 
Bank providing $210 million, 
the Islamic Development Bank 
and the International Fund 
for Agricultural Development 
providing $310 million, and 
the Government of Nigeria 
providing $18.05 million,” 
Buhari said.

Special Adviser to the 

First City Monument Bank, 
FCMB, Plc has unveiled a plan 
to raise N30 billion from the 
local debt capital market, the 
group said in a regulatory 
filing.

The Bank, in a public 
disclosure submitted to the 
Nigerian Exchange Limited, 
NEL, said that the book 

Additional Tier 1 Bond,” the 
Bank said.

It noted that the issuance 
represented the first non-
Sharia local currency AT1 
instrument to be issued in 
Nigeria. FCMB Group has 
however commenced the book 
build in respect of the series I 
bond on January 24, 2023.

building for the issuance had 
commenced. It noted that 
the amount which the group 
planned to raise was part of 
its N300 billion debt issuance 
programme.

The management hinted 
that registration of the bond 
issuance programmes had 
been duly completed with no 

objection.
“FCMB Group has 

completed the registration of 
its N300 billion debt issuance 
programme with the Securities 
and Exchange Commission 
and received the Commission’s 
approval to launch the Series 
I up to N30 billion perpetual 
fixed rate Resettable NC5.25 

President on Media and 
Publicity, Femi Adesina, 
revealed this in a statement 
he signed on Wednesday titled 
‘How Africa can feed itself, 
produce surplus for export, 
by President Buhari’.

“The Special Agro-Industrial 
Processing Zones for Nigeria, 
which is in the first phase, 
will cover seven States in the 
Federation.

“These very innovative 
public-private partnership 
models will help us to 
transform the agriculture 
sector much faster and use it 
to generate wealth.

“They will also allow our 
countries to develop integrated 
infrastructure around our 
agricultural processes and 
add value to the production of 
crops, livestock, and fisheries,” 

Buhari said while applauding 
the efforts of the AfDB to 
launch SAPZ.

He described the SAPZs 
as game changers for the 
structural transformation of 
the agricultural sector, and 
urged his counterparts to give 
special attention to the zones 
as member states develop their 
Food and Agriculture Delivery 
Compacts, FADC.

Agric: Buhari Lauds $538m Fund By AFDB, Others

FCMB Plans N30bn Loan

particularly for the export 
of Nigerian products as it 
would play a strategic role in 
promoting international trade 
and sustainable economic 
growth for the country.

“The commissioning of 
the Lekki Deep Seaport is 
strategic and very key to the 
development and promotion 
of export trade. Indeed, it 
will ease the supply chain 
constraints and enhance 
logistics given the vital role 
of logistics in facilitating the 
transportation of goods to 
the international market. It is 
also a major source of foreign 
exchange earnings,” he said.

The NEPC boss pointed 
out that about 214 different 
products ranging from 
manufactured, semi-
processed, solid minerals to 
raw agricultural products 
were exported in 2022 while 
19 exit points were used with 
Apapa Port, recording the 
highest tonnage of exports.

He commended the 
President for providing the 
political will to execute the 
project in collaboration with 
other stakeholders.

He further noted that the 
commissioned Lekki Deep 
Sea Port is expected to boost 
Nigeria’s non-oil export.

“This development 
comes on the heels of the 
tremendous performance 
recorded in the non-oil export 
sector in 2022 in which the 
sector recorded a significant 
result of $4.820 billion in 
2022 representing an increase 
of 39.91 per cent over 2021.

“The Lekki Deep Sea Port 
will not only provide jobs, 
directly and indirectly along 
the value chain but will 
further ease the perennial 
congestion at the Apapa 
Ports, and thereby enhance 
the export drive of the 
country. It will also guarantee 
seamless trade facilitation,” 
Yakusak said.

BY LADI PATRICK-OKWOLI

Executive Director/CEO of 
Nigerian Export Promotion 
Council, NEPC, Dr. Ezra 
Yakusak, has revealed that the 
non-oil export sector in 2022 
recorded a significant growth 
of $4.820 billion, representing 
an increase of 39.91 per cent 
over 2021 as its contribution 
to the nation’s economy. 

Yakusak, who disclosed 

this while speaking on the 
recently commissioned Lekki 
Deep Sea Port by President 
Muhammadu Buhari in 
Lagos State, noted  that the 
sea port would further ease 
the perennial congestion at 
the Apapa Ports.

He stated that the Sea 
Port is expected to boost the 
country’s non-oil revenue 
noting that this will not only 

provide jobs, directly and 
indirectly along the value 
chain but will further ease the 
perennial congestion at the 
Apapa Ports and enhance the 
export drive of the country 
as well as guarantee seamless 
trade facilitation.

“Having been designated a 
Customs’ port, all is now set 
for commercial vessels from 
across the world to berth and 

clear cargo at the port which 
is reported to be the country’s 
first Deep Sea Port and first 
fully automated as well,” 
Yakusak said.

He explained that the 
Lekki deep sea port which is 
domiciled within the Lekki 
Free Trade Zone, LFTZ would 
further create an enabling 
environment for business and 
commercial activities to thrive 

BY BLESSING OTOBONG-GABRIEL

UK Government has 
launched the Developing 
Countries Trading Scheme 
in Nigeria, which will enable 
the country to benefit from 
free duty trade on exported 
goods.

A statement from the 
British Deputy High 
Commission, Lagos, said the 
DCTS offers one of the most 
generous sets of trading 
preferences in the world 
and demonstrates the UK’s 
commitment to building long 
term, mutually beneficial 
relationships with countries 
like Nigeria.

The launch took place 
on Wednesday in Lagos, 
and the DCTS would come 
into force in the Spring of 
2023, replacing the UK’s 
Generalised Scheme of 
Preferences.

“The DCTS benefits 65 
countries, 37 of which are 
African, and will mean that 
Nigeria benefits from duty 
free trade on over 9,200 
products. This is significantly 
more generous than both the 
EU’s GSP scheme and the US’ 
AGOA scheme and, based 
on current trade volumes, 
would mean that 99 per cent 
of goods exports to the UK 
are duty free,” the statement 
read.

Speaking at the launch, 
UK Deputy British High 
Commissioner in Lagos, 
Ben Llewellyn-Jones, said, 
“Nigeria is one of the UK’s 
most important partners 
in Africa and the UK 
government is committed 
to working with Nigerian 
businesses and exporters 
to boost trade between 
our two great nations. The 
UK’s Developing Countries 
Trading Scheme harnesses 
the power of trade to help 
Nigeria and other emerging 
economies grow and prosper.

“One major benefit of 
this new UK trading scheme 
is that it abolishes tariffs on 
over 3,000 everyday products 
that Nigeria currently 
exports including cocoa, 
cotton, plantain, flowers, 
fertilizers, tomatoes, frozen 
shrimps and sesame. The 
overarching aim of the new 
scheme is to grow free and 
fair trade with developing 
countries, boosting the 
economy and supporting 
jobs in those countries, as 
well as in ours.”

According to the 
statement, the work is part 
of a wider push by the UK 
to drive a free trade, pro-
growth agenda across the 
globe, using trade to drive 
prosperity and help eradicate 
poverty.

Export: UK 
Launches Generous 
Packages For 
Nigeria, Others

Non-oil Sector Generates 
$4.8bn In 2022 –NEPC 
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MARIAM SANNI

Central Bank of Nigeria 
has launched the Nigerian 
National Domestic Card 
Scheme to boost the country’s 
electronic payment system.

The CBN Governor, Godwin 
Emefiele, said the card would 
help to reduce operating cost, 
charges and preserve foreign 
exchange in the country.

During the launch which 
was done virtually yesterday, 
Emefiele said, “Ladies and 
gentlemen, at this time 
when foreign exchange 
challenges persist globally, 
it is important that I say 
that we have come up with 
this card to ensure that all 
online transactions will now 
effective immediately begin to 
go on the Nigerian National 
Domestic Card system.

“All domestic transactions 
that are going to be conducted 
in Nigeria will have to 
be through the Nigerian 
domestic cards”.

Emefiele explained that 
the innovation will help the 
nation boost its financial 
inclusion and to also promote 
inclusive growth.

The scheme is tailored 
to address the specific 
requirements of Nigeria’s 
payment industry and provide 
innovative offerings tailored 
to the Nigerian market and 
beyond.

The scheme, according 
to the CBN, will transform 

CBN Launches Domestic Card To Boost e-Payment System
FROM ASHER ROTIMI, LAGOS

Planes are at risk of being 
exposed to the danger   of 
bird strikes at the Murtala 
Muhammed Airport ,MMA, 
Lagos, as undispose refuse 
dumps  begin to litter the 
airside and the landside of 
the aerodrome.

A source close to the 
airside of the airport told 
our reporter that the current 
situation is already a deep 
concern. Birds are attracted to 
the airport when it is littered 
with heaps of dirt. And that is 
currently the situation as the 
dirt has remained unclear for 
over a month.

It was learnt that some of 
the operators have drawn the 
attention of the management 
of FAAN to the situation 
without many changes in the 
past month.

The airline had lamented 
recently that it had 93 bird 
strike incidents in the first 
half of 2022 with 54 of the 
incidents happening at the 
Lagos Airport alone.

Incidents of bird strikes 
have become a recurring 
decimal in airline operations, 
while the operators solely 
bear the loss of their 
equipment to the incident.

The Airline Operators of 
Nigeria ,AON, the umbrella 
body of airlines in the 
country, had said that its 
members lost $60 million 
(N34.5 billion at N575 to a 
dollar at the time) to bird 
strikes suffered by their 
aircraft in 2021, saying the 
trend was on the increase.

However, the latest 
development of nuclear 
waste and disposal at the 
Lagos Airport may not be 
unconnected to the recent 
termination of the contract 
of the waste disposal and 
Evacuation Company 
previously engaged by FAAN.

A letter with the reference 
number: FAAN/MMA/ENV/
GST/2/VOL.1, addressed 
to the Managing Director, 
Guesstimate Environmental 
Protection Company, dated 
November 30, 2022, and 
obtained, conveyed the 
termination of the contract 
with the company.

The letter signed by one 
Adetutu U.A, the Ag. HOD, 
Environmental, MMA 
for Ag.Regional General 
Manager, of South West, 
Airport, said the terminal 
was due to the engagement of 
another company to manage 
waste at the airport.

The letter stated that Neeb 
Energy has been consulted 
as the new waste collection 
and evacuation servicing 
company for FAAN. The 
engagement of the new 
company took effect on 
December 1, 2022. The letter 
read in part:

Bird Strikes Imminent 
As Refuse Takes Over 
Lagos Airport

the domestic and African 
payment landscape 
through the promotion 
of innovation in the 
payment, enhancement of 
interoperability domestically 
and internationally and 
improvement in the suite 
of products and solutions 
offerings by banks and other 
financial institutions such as 
debit, credit, virtual, loyalty 
and tokenized cards.

The CBN said, “The National 
Domestic Card set to be 
delivered to over 200 million 
Nigerians offers unique 
value propositions through 
enhanced data sovereignty 
and transaction security, 

better pricing opportunities, 
reduced demand for FX, 
enhanced financial access 
and support of the growth of 
a robust and inclusive digital 
economy, amongst others”.

Also, the Chief Executive 
Officer of National Nigeria 
Inter-Bank Settlement 
System Plc, NIBSS, Premier 
Oiwoh in his presentation 
at the launching of the 
home-grown card payment 
scheme explained that cards 
have tremendously grown 
card usage, innovation and 
opportunities over the years.

According to him, it has also 
become a source of national 
pride for their country.

He highlighted the 
benefits of the Afrigo, saying 
it will help the apex bank 
on operational flexibility, 
supporting the growth of 
financial institutions, and 
also help in robust regulatory 
and industry monitoring.

He added that it also helps 
to protect the cardholders 
against fraud (Tokenization), 
cash back or and mile points 
on loyalty programmes.

While giving details of the 
payment card, he stated that 
it is a national domestic card 
scheme, fully home grown, 
controlled by the banking 
industry and focused on the 
Nigerian banking end users.

economy

Emefiele

BY YAHAYA UMAR

Commercial paper worth N30 
billion is being offered for sale 
to investors by Julius Berger 
Plc in two series to raise funds 
for its operations.

AljazirahNigeria  gathered 
that the exercise commenced 
on Tuesday, January 24, 
2023, and is expected to end 
on Monday, January 30, 2023.

The company, which 
is a leading player in the 
construction industry, is 
selling the debt instrument 
across two tenors, 182 days 
and 267 days.

The discount rate of the 
182-day paper is 13.09%, with 
an implied yield of 14.00%, 
while the 267-day paper has 
a discount rate of 13.52% and 
an implied yield of 16.00%.

To buy the commercial 
paper of the construction firm, 
subscribers will have to pay 
at least N5 million. This can 
be done through registered 
brokerage companies.

In the 2021 fiscal year, 
Julius Berger grew its revenue 

by 40.13% to N338.8 billion 
from N241.8 billion in 2020, 
as its net profit jumped by 
574.96% to N8.3 billion from 
N1.2 billion in the preceding 
accounting year.

Julius Berger is a leading 
Nigerian company offering 
holistic services covering the 
planning, design, engineering, 
construction, operation and 
maintenance of buildings, 
infrastructure and industry 
projects in Nigeria.

Since the execution of 
its pioneer project in 1965 
by Julius Berger Tiefbau 
AG, a related entity, Julius 
Berger has played a pivotal 
role in the development of 
Nigeria’s industrial and civil 
infrastructure.

It was incorporated as a 
private company in 1970 
and was later converted to a 
public company and joined 
the Nigerian Exchange ,NGX, 
Limited in 1991.

Julius Berger has completed 
over 600 buildings, 20 
industrial facilities and 130 

infrastructure projects in 
Nigeria.

Infrastructure projects 
carried out by the firm include 
the construction of roads, 
bridges, seaports, airports, 
automobile assembly plants, 
dams, factories, petrol 
stations, independent power 
plants, development of the 
capital city (Abuja), among 
other projects.

Some of the landmark 
projects successfully executed 
by the company were the 
recent construction of the 
landmark Second River Niger 
Bridge aimed at strengthening 
socio-economic development 
across the East-West region, 
the construction of the 
Second Mainland Bridge 
(Eko Bridge), the repair of the 
Onitsha bridge in seven weeks, 
construction of the 500m long 
and 25m high Laminga Dam, 
with spillway system, water-
treatment plant and 48km 
pipeline distribution network, 
completion of construction 
work for Nnamdi Azikiwe 

International Airport, Abuja, 
etc. The Company specialises 
in executing complex works 
requiring the highest level 
of technical expertise and 
Nigeria-specific know-how.

Julius Berger has seven 
subsidiaries that enable it 
to complete multifaceted 
projects at the highest level of 
performance. This structure 
allows the organisation to 
effectively manage and fulfill 
construction projects, starting 
from the initial idea through to 
planning, design, engineering, 
construction, operation and 
maintenance.

Julius Berger, together 
with its subsidiaries, is guided 
by a value system which 
has, over time, defined and 
differentiated its business, 
thereby setting a benchmark 
in the Nigerian construction 
industry. Julius Berger 
offers its industrial clients 
forward-looking solutions 
that preserve the high value 
of assets and guarantee their 
sustained availability.

Julius Berger Offers For Sale N30bn Commercial Paper In Two Series

The NIBSS boss assured 
that it will co-exist with 
other card schemes in the 
country as it is in other global 
economies.

In a similar vein, the 
Central Bank of Nigeria has 
urged bank customers not to 
panic ahead of the January 
31, 2023 deadline for the 
circulation of old N200, N500 
and N1,000 notes.

CBN’s Director of Internal 
Audit Department, Lydia Alfa, 
speaking in Yola, Adamawa 
State, urged depositors 
to patronise bank agents 
and Point of Sale operators 
instead of waiting in long 
queues at bank premises.

Alfa, who was on the 
CBN’s compliance drive 
to Adamawa State, while 
answering questions from 
journalists, said the apex 
bank had a robust strategy in 
place to ensure the successful 
mopping up of the old notes 
into its coffers.

She frowned at rejecting 
the old notes ahead of the 
due date of February 1, 2023, 
describing those rejecting 
them now as saboteurs.

Alfa said, “Let me start 
by saying that the bank has 
made it clear that those 
three denominations would 
cease to be legal tenders 
after 31st of January this 
year. What I mean is that 
they’ll continue to be legal 
tenders, they’ll continue to 
be expendable and to be used 
as medium of exchange.

“Therefore, anyone saying 
I’ll not accept the old design 
notes is contravening in 
one way or the other. As 
far as today is concerned, 
the old N1,000, N500 and 
the old N200 notes are still 
legal tenders and should be 
accepted by the public.

“Now, where there are 
no physical banks, you 
obviously have the super 
agent, they’re like agent-
bankers, they’re also 
representatives in one form 
or the other to enable easy 
payment or transaction. 
What CBN has done is to 
ensure that these super-
agents get these new notes, 
and you can go there”.

She assured that banks 
had been mandated by the 
CBN to give PoS operators 
and agents, across the 21 
local government areas of 
Adamawa State enough new 
notes.

Our reporter learnt that 
the bank, in line with this 
directive, has begun the 
release of N500,000 to 
accredited POS operators, to 
increase the volume of new 
naira notes in circulation in 
the state.

On his part, the CBN Yola 
Branch Controller, Sanusi 
Sah, assured depositors 
that there was enough time 
for them to have the desired 
exchange.

Bans dollar charges on domestic transactions
Advises customers to avoid bank queues, use PoS
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MRS SALAMATU
I, formerly known, called and addressed 

as MISS SALAMATU GARBA 
SAEED; now wish to be called and 
addressed as MRS SALAMATU 

ABUBAKAR SADIQUE. All former 
documents remain valid. The general 

public should take note.

BASHIR
I, formerly known and addressed 

as SANI MUHAMMAD, now wish 
to be known and addressed as 

SANI BASHIR MUHAMMAD. 
All former documents remain 

valid. The general public should 
please take note.

JENNIFER
I, formerly known, called and 
addressed as NWANKWO 

CHINYERE; now wish to be called 
and addressed as NWANKWO 
CHINYERE JENNIFER. All 

former documents remain valid. The 
general public should take note.

ESTHER
I, formerly known, called and 

addressed as ADUKU ESTHER 
JUSTINA; now wish to be called 
and addressed as EZE ESTHER 
JUSTINA. All former documents 

remain valid. The general public 
should take note.

DAVID
I, formerly known, called and 

addressed as DAVID MICHEAL 
OGAR; now wish to be called 

and addressed as DAVID OGAR 
GODWIN. All former documents 

remain valid. The general public 
should take note.

COMFORT
I, formerly known, called and 

addressed as ABIGAIL OLAPEJU 
ADEMOLA; now wish to be called 

and addressed as COMFORT 
ADEMOLA ADEOYE. All former 
documents remain valid. The general 

public should take note.

PATIENCE
I, formerly known, called and addressed 

as PATIENCE  OMALICHA  
UDOGU; now wish to be called 
and addressed as PATIENCE 

OMALICHA  EMEKA OTAKPOR. 
All former documents remain valid. The 

general public should take note.

ZARA
I, formerly known, called 
and addressed as ZARA 

UMAR; now wish to be called 
and addressed as  ZARA 
ABUBAKAR. All former 

documents remain valid. The 
general public should take note.

USMAN
I, formerly known, called 

and addressed as USMAN 
MUSTAPHA; now wish to be 

called and addressed as USMAN 
MUSTAPHA BULAMA. All 

former documents remain valid. The 
general public should take note.

KAUMI
I, formerly known, called 
and addressed as KOMI 

MOHAMMED; now wish to be 
called and addressed as KAUMI 

MOHAMMED. All former 
documents remain valid. The 

general public should take note.

BABA
I, formerly known, called and 

addressed as OGNIALI BABA 
GANA; now wish to be called 

and addressed as BABA GANA 
MAINA ISA. All former 

documents remain valid. The 
general public should take note.

ANAMUSE
I, formerly known, called and 
addressed as MUHAMMAD 

ANAMUSE; now wish to be called 
and addressed as ANAMUSE 

MAMMADU. All former documents 
remain valid. The general public 

should take note.

NUHU
I, formerly known, called and 
addressed as NUHU MUSA; 

now wish to be called and 
addressed as NUHU MUSA 

ADAM. All former documents 
remain valid. The general public 

should take note.

MICHAEL
I, formerly known, called and 

addressed as MICHAEL GABRIEL 
E; now wish to be called and 

addressed as MICHAEL GABRIEL 
EJEH. All former documents 

remain valid. The general public 
should take note.

ROSEMARY
I, formerly known, called and 
addressed as UKWUOMA 

ROSEMARY; now wish to be 
called and addressed as NWOYE 
LEBECHI ROSEMARY. All 

former documents remain valid. The 
general public should take note.

ABEL
I, formerly known, called and 
addressed as ABEL ERIBA; 

now wish to be called and 
addressed as ABEL ERIBA 
IKWU. All former documents 

remain valid. The general public 
should take note.

OGENYI
I, formerly known, called and addressed 

as INNOCENT KENNTH, DOB: 
01-10-1984; now wish to be called and 

addressed as OGENYI KENNETH  
INNOCENT. DOB: 01-08-1985. All 
former documents remain valid. The 

general public should take note.

EGWUTU
I, formerly known, called and addressed as MODEME IZUCHUKWUKA. DATE 

OF BIRTH 07-10-1992; now wish to be called and addressed as EGWUTU 
IZUCHUKWUKA KELVIN. 20-11-1995. All former documents remain valid. The 

general public should take note.

JOSHUA
I, formerly known, called and 

addressed as BLESSING 
JOSHUA EKIWE; now wish to be 
called and addressed as JOSHUA 
BLESSING ONYE. All former 

documents remain valid. The general 
public should take note.
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BY PAUL EFFIONG, ABUJA

As part of measures to 
check the unscrupulous 
activities of some 
international donor 
agencies, House of 
Representatives has 
initiated moves to enact 
a legislation to regulate 
and streamline their 
activities including 
funding.

In a debate, sponsor 
of the Bill, Unyime Idem 
stressed the need to 
ensure that funds from 
international donor 
agencies coming into 
the country are properly 

FROM RICHARD AKINTADE, OSOGBO

No fewer than 159 
Nigerians renounced 
their citizenship in 2022 
alone, the Ministry of 
Interior has disclosed.

Permanent Secretary 
in the ministry, Dr 
Shuaib Belgore stated 

Reps Move To Regulate 
Operations Of Donor Agencies

159 Nigerians Renounced Citizenship In 2022, Says Interior Minister

checked.
While soliciting for the 

support of his colleagues, 
Idem explained 
that many donor 
organisations coming 
under the pretence of 
assistance might have 
some ulterior motives 
and intention.

But some lawmakers 
explained that creating 
another agency 
with the mandate to 
monitor money from 
international donor 
organisations would 
amount to duplication of 
functions.

The Chairman, House 

this yesterday at the 
64th session of the 
State House Ministerial 
briefing organised 
by the Presidential 
Communications Team 
at the Presidential Villa.

According to Belgore, 
150 Nigerians renounced 
their citizenship between 

Committee on Public 
Account, Wale Oke 
informed his colleagues 
that the Ministry of 
Finance, Office of the 
Auditor-General among 
others have internal 
departments that could 
investigate foreign 
donors bringing money 
into Nigeria.

The bill tagged ‘A Bill 
for An Act to Establish 
Donor Agencies 
Regulatory Commission 
and for Related Matters, 
HB1568 finally scaled 
second reading after 
heated debates.

Earlier in his debate, 

2006 and 2021.
In 2022, however, 159 

Nigerians renounced 
their citizenship.

Meanwhile, the 
Interior Minister, 
Rauf Aregbesola said 
the massive exodus of 
Nigerians out of the 
county in search of 

Polls: Bayelsa West PDP Begins 
Grassroots Campaign For Atiku, Others

FROM ANIEFIOK OBONG, 
YENAGOA

Leadership and 
stakeholders of the 
Peoples Democratic Party, 
PDP, in Bayelsa West have 
commenced constituency 
campaign to win 
grassroots support for 
its presidential candidate, 
Atiku Abubakar, 
senatorial candidate, 
Seriake Dickson and other 
candidates of the party.

Bayelsa West comprises 
Sagbama and Ekeremor 
Local Government Areas 
with three constituencies 
each.

Bayelsa West Campaign 
Council led by Fyneman 
Wilson started in Agbere 
town in Constituency 
3, Sagbama Local 
Government Area.

Addressing the crowd, 
Wilson said “today, 
we are here to present 
all the candidates in 
Constituency 3 to the 
people. The presidential 
election is not negotiable, 
and for our formidable 
candidate, Atiku 
Abubakar, so we can turn 
around the economy 
fortunes of this country.”

He stated that the 
current government 
under President 
Muhammadu Buhari had 
failed the country which 
is why the people have 
to speak in one voice and 
give all their votes to PDP 
candidates.

He added that their 

candidates have vast 
experience and are ready to 
attract more dividends of 
democracy to the people.

Member representing 
S a g b a m a / E k e r e m o r 
Federal Constituency, 
Fredrick Agbedi assured 
the people that from what 
the campaign council and 
other stakeholders had 
said, it is not a rally but a 
carnival to celebrate their 
victories ahead.

“This is the party that 
the governor is leading. 
We are not here to speak 
on issues of campaign 
but the people have told 
us that this constituency 
will be 100 percent for the 
PDP during the polls. Let 
nobody deceive you about 
the presidential election, 
so when you go to the 
booth, the only party is 
PDP, don’t look for any 
other logo rather than the 
umbrella.

“In all the elections, don’t 
compromise with any other 
party; vote for just the PDP, 
which is the party that gave 
us Goodluck Jonathan, 
gave us Seriake Dickson, 
Governor Douye Diri and 
the same party that will 
make Atiku president that 
will change the current 
situation in the country,” 
he said.

The candidate of PDP in 
Constituency 3, Mrs Ebizi 
Brown said the campaign 
showed that PDP is well 
grounded and will have a 
resounding victory in the 
constituency.

Idem alleged that over 
N20 trillion came into 
the country through 
international donor 
agencies.

Speaker Femi 
Gbajabiamila stressed 
the need for the 
establishment of an 
agency with the mandate 
to investigate funds from 
donor organisations and 
what they are meant for.

He advised his 
colleagues who spoke 
against the bill to 
reconsider the idea 
behind it instead of 
outrightly condemning 
it.

greener pastures was 
fuelling high demands 
for passports.

Aregbesola said in 
2022, the Immigration 
Service issued the 
highest number of 
passport booklets 
totalling 1,899,683 in 
over seven years.

THIS IS TO INFORM THE GENERAL PUBLIC OF THE LOSS OF ORIGINAL 
GRANT RIGHT OF OCCUPANCY  IN THE COSTODY  OF ONE BASHIR ALHAJI 
BUKAR AJI  ‘M’  OF GAMBORU WARD MAIDUGURI BORNO STATE, 
WITH THE FOLLOWING DETAILS :  ORIGINAL GRANT OF RIGHT OF 
OCCUPANCY FILE NO.BO/19100 WITH PLOT NO.174A  AT BOTP/61 
POMPOMARI COMMERCIAL LAYOUT BEARING THE NAME OF ALHAJI 
BUKAR KONDUGA.THE SAID GRANT RIGHT OCCUPANCY WAS  ISSUED 
BY THE THEN BORNO STATE LAND AND SURVEY NOW (BOGIS).

ALL EFFORTS MADE TO TRACE THE SAID DOCUMENT PROVED ABORTIVE, 
IF FOUND OR ANY INFORMATION CONTACT BORNO GEOGRAPHIC 
INFORMATION SERVICE (  GENERAL PUBLIC SHOULD PLEASE TAKE NOTE.
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DAGA ATHAN AGBAKWURU, OWERRI

Aqalla mutum uku ne aka kashe jiya 
a Jihar Imo sakamakon harin da 
wasu ‘yan bindiga da ba a san ko 
suwaye ba suka kai a wani shingen 
binciken jami’an ‘yan sanda da ke 
kusa da gidan mai a Umuagbom 
Ihitte kan babbar hanyar Owerri/
Aba.

‘Yan bindigar sun kai harin ne 
tsakanin qarfe 10 na safe zuwa 
qarfe 11 na safe, inda suka harbe 

jami’an ‘yan sanda biyu da kuma 
jami’in binciken ababan hawa, 
VIO, waxanda ke bakin aiki a kusa 
da shingen binciken ababan hawa.

AljazirahNigeria ta tattaro cewa 
sauran ‘yan sanda da jami’an VIO 
da ke bakin aiki a lokacin sun yi 
nasarar tserewa lokacin da ‘yan 
bindigar suka buxe wuta kan abokan 
aikinsu.

An naqalto cewa ‘yan bindigar, 
kafin su buxe wuta kan jami’an 
tsaro, sun yi ta gargaxin wasu 

fasinjojin da su bar wurin, “ko 
kuma suishirin ganin abin da zai 
biyo baya”.

An ce ‘yan bindigar sun kai 
farmaki ne a lokacin da suka 
qagara suka kasa jiranbin dogon 
layin motocin da suka tsaya tare 
da ajiye su a gefe da ‘yan sandan 
da ke gudanar da bincike da kuma 
takwarorinsu na VIO na tantance 
motocin da ke bin hanyar.

Rikicin da aka yi da sanyin safiya 
ya haifar da varkewar bala’in, 

kuma wasu masu ababen hawa 
da matafiya da aka tsare a shingen 
binciken sun yi watsi da ababan 
hawa da jakunansu don rugawacikin 
daji.

Haka kuma ‘yan asalin qauyukan 
da ke kewaye a cikin al’ummar Ihitte 
da Umuowa a cikin Ngor Okpala da 
aka sanar da su sakamakon harbe-
harbe da aka yi a rana tsaka sun bar 
gidajensu saboda fargabar harsasai 
da suka yi kaca-kaca da su yayin da 
ake ci gaba da harbe-harbe.

DAGA DOLPHIN MAX STANLEY, YOLA

Tsohon Gwamnan Jihar Adamawa, 
Jibrilla Bindow, ya xora laifin ficewarsa 
daga jam’iyyar APC a kan rashin qarfin 
jam’iyyar wajen sasanta ’yan jam’iyyar 
da ke fama da rikici da kuma magance 
gurgunta rigingimun da ke kawo cikas 
ga ci gabanta da samun nasara a babban 
zave mai zuwa.

An ruwaito cewa shugaban Qaramar 
Hukumar Yola ta Kudu yana fuskantar 
matsananciyar matsin lamba kan 
amincewa da dakatarwar da aka yi wa 
tsohon xan takarar gwamna da sakataren 

qungiyar, Mustapha Ribadu.
A baya dai irin wannan rikicin cikin 

gida ya tilasta ‘yar takarar gwamna a 
jam’iyyar, Sanata A’ishatu Binani, ta 
miqa mata takardar murabus daga 
shugabancin kwamitin yaqin neman 
zaven shugaban qasa, PCC, domin a 
shawo kan tashe-tashen hankula da 
kuma ba da damar fitowar Martins 
Babale, wanda tsohon ya yi Mataimakin 
Gwamna, a matsayin sabon kodinetan 
na PCC a jihar.

Sanata Bindow, wanda tuni ya nuna 
alamun fakewa da jam’iyyar PDP, an 

zave shi a matsayin gwamnan jihar 
Adamawa a qarqashin jam’iyyar APC 
tsakanin 2015 zuwa 2019, amma ya 
sha kaye a zavensa na biyu da gwamna 
Ahmadu Fintiri na jam’iyyar APC ya yi 
a PDP.

Rahotanni sun bayyana cewa tsohon 
gwamnan ya miqa takardar murabus 
xinsa ga jam’iyyarsa ta mazavar Kolere 
saboda abin da ya bayyana a matsayin 
rashin iya tafiyar da rikicin cikin gida tun 
bayan zaven fidda gwani.

Bindow a cikin wasiqar murabus xin 
nasa ya ce dole ne ya xauki wannan 

matsaya mai zafi bayan addu’o’i da kuma 
tattaunawa da ‘yan uwa da masu ruwa da 
tsaki da mabiya da kuma abokan hulxa a 
ciki da wajen Jihar Adamawa.

Ya ce abin takaicin da ya faru a 
zavukan 2019 da na zaven fidda gwani 
na takarar gwamna a 2022, daga cikin 
dalilan da ya sa ya fice daga jam’iyyar 
APC mai zafi.

Tsohon gwamnan ya ce rashin yin 
sulhu na gaskiya da masu ruwa da tsaki 
a jam’iyyar a jihar tun bayan zaven fidda 
gwani da aka yi a baya ya sa ya ja wannan 
hanya mai zafi.

DAGA IKHILI EBALU, BENIN CITY

Yayin da qarancin albarkatun man 
fetur ke ci gaba da tavarvarewa a 
faxin jihar, matatar mai da gwamnatin 
Jihar Edo ke marawa baya ta fara samar 
da matatar mai mai qarfin 6,000 bpd 
a Ologbo, Qaramar Hukumar Ikpoba 
Okha.

Wurin da aikinsa zai iya samar da 
kashi 50 na dizal (lita 500,000), kashi 25 
na naphtha (lita 300,000) da kashi 20 cikin 
100 na Man Fetur, LPFO, (lita 200,000).

Kamfanin ya fara samar da gangar 
xanyen man fetur 10,000 daga kamfanin 
Decklar Resources Inc da mai hada-
hadarsa, Millennium Oil & Gas Company 
Limited, mai gudanar da aikin Oza Oil 

Field.
Kamfanin Edo Refinery and 

Petrochemical Company Limited, 
ERPC ne ya gina matatar, tare da tallafin 
gwamnatin jihar ta hanyar yarjejeniyar 
fahimtar juna, MoU.

Kamfanin a cikin wata sanarwa ya ce 
zai kammala kashi na II na aikin a cikin 
Maris wanda ya qara qarfin 12,000bpd 
don samar da adadin 21,000bpd.

Edo Modular Refinery shine farkon 
ayyukan matatun guda biyu a jihar 
tare da Duport Refinery wanda Duport 
Midstream Company Limited ke 
gudanarwa.

Matatun mai na zamani guda biyu sun 
jawo hankalin jihar ne bayan wasu sauye-
sauye da gwamnatin Gwamna Godwin 

Obaseki ta yi don bunqasa zuba jari da 
kuma bunqasa masana’antu.

An gudanar da isar da gangar 
xanyen mai guda 10,000 daga Decklar 
da Millennium zuwa matatar man Edo 
a qarqashin yarjejeniyar cinikin da aka 
ba da daftari aka kuma biya.

Yarjejeniyar farko ta tanadi isar 
da jimillar bbls 10,000 kuma ana 
tattaunawa da sabuwar yarjejeniya don 
isar da qarin bbls 30,000.

A cewar rahoton, vangarorin na kuma 
tattaunawa kan yiwuwar amincewa da 
mafi qarancin ganga mai na Oza Oza da 
za a sayar da shi ga matatar mai a gaba.

“Decklar da Millenium sun karvi 
biyan kuxi a kan daftarin farko na isar 
da xanyen mai a qarqashin yarjejeniyar 

sayar da mai na bbls 10,000 da matatar 
man Edo,” in ji Decklar, wani xan qasar 
Kanada mai qera rijiyoyin mai na Najeriya 
a cikin rahoton.

An lura cewa ta fitar da daftari don 
isar da bbls 5,000 na farko a zaman wani 
vangare na yarjejeniyar sayar da bbls 
30,000 tare da matatar Edo gami da biyan 
kuxi cikin kusan makonni uku.

A cewar Decklar, ana ci gaba da 
jigilar man fetur daga filin Oza zuwa 
matatar Edo; Motoci 10 a halin yanzu 
suna aiki kuma suna iya isar da kusan 
bbls 2,500 a duk kwanaki huxu yayin 
da ake sa ran za a ba da kwangilar 
qarin motocin a cikin ‘yan makonni 
masu zuwa don qara qarfin isar da 
kayayyaki.

Imo: ‘Yan Bindiga Sun Kai Hari Shingen Binciken Motoci Sun Kashe ‘Yansanda Da VIO

Dan majalisar jiha mai wakiltar mazabar Makera, Yusuf Liman; Da yake gabatar da kasidarsa, a yayin taron karawa juna sani na mako daya ga Limamai da Malamai na Makera kan Model 
hanyoyin koyarwa a makarantun islamiyya da ke Kaduna, jiya.

DAGA MARIAM SANNI

Masu tsara manufofi da masu ruwa da 
tsaki a tsarin tattalin arzikin dijital a yankin 
Yammacin Afirka za su hallara a Abuja 
daga ranar 31 ga watan Janairu zuwa 1 ga 
Fabrairu don taron yankin tattalin arziki na 
dijital da za a tattauna makomar tattalin 
arzikin dijital da qarfafa haxdin gwiwar 
jama’a da masu zaman kansu na yankin.

Ma’aikatar Sadarwa da Tattalin Arzikin 
Dijital ce ke xaukar nauyin taron a madadin 
gwamnatin tarayyar Najeriya tare da haxin 
gwiwar bankin duniya.

Ministan Sadarwa da Tattalin Arziki 
na Dijital, Farfesa Isa Pantami, wanda zai 
gabatar da jawabi a wajen taron, zai samu 
halartar Ministan Babban Birnin Tarayya 
Abuja, da takwaransa Mohammed Bello, 
domin tarbar ministoci da manyan jami’an 
gwamnati na yankin.

Wata sanarwa da Daraktan Hulxa Da 
Jama’a na Hukumar Sadarwa ta Najeriya 
Reuben Muoka ya sanyawa hannu, ta ce 
taron mai taken ‘Mayar da tattalin arzikin 
Afirka ta Yamma don makomar gaba’, zai 
samar da wani dandali ga qasashen yankin 
domin tattauna batutuwan da za su qarfafa 
tattalin arzikin dijital a Afirka ta Yamma da 
kuma faxaxa nahiyar.

Ministan ya ce taron zai kuma samar da 
wata hanyar da za a bi wajen yin nazari a 
kan takwarorinsu don hanzarta sauye-sauye 
na dijital da kuma qara haxin gwiwa don 
tabbatar da haxin kai a tsakanin yankin, da 
qarfafa qirqire-qirqire da yanayin kasuwanci 
tare da qarfafa haxin gwiwar jama’a da 
masu zaman kansu na yanki don samar da 
kuxaxe na tattalin arziki na dijital, bincike 
da ci gaba.

Taron zai kuma ba da damar baje kolin 
ci gaban da aka samu wajen havaka tattalin 
arziki na zamani a yankin Yammacin Afirka, 
da gano dabarun cin nasara, da tattauna 
qalubale da kuma shirya gaba, baya ga wayar 
da kan buqatun yankin a fannonin da suka 
shafi yankin. manufofi da tsari don tattalin 
arzikin dijital da jawo masu tallafawa masu 
zaman kansu don canjin dijital a yankin.

Najeriya Ta Karvi 
Baquncin Taron 
Tattalin Arzikin 
Dijital 

Bindow Ya Koma APC Saboda Rashin Sasanta Rikicin Cikin Gida

Matatar Edo Ta Fara Havaka, Za Ta FaxaxaQarfinta Zuwa 21,000bpd
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A’Ibom: Controversy Trails Ifa Market 
Demolition, Village Head’s Suspension

It is sad that in Akwa Ibom State, some 
commissioners who are supposed to 
preach moral fidelity to the masses take 
laws into their hands.

Commissioner for Environment and 
Solid Minerals, Sir Charles Udoh and his 
co-travelers have become lawbreakers, 
taking the law into their hands to 
weaponize poverty as against good 
governance.

It would be recalled that on Sunday, 
November 13, 2022 at about 8am, 
Udoh accompanied by police officers 
in 15 Hilux vehicles and a bulldozer 
demolished Ifa community market 
along Airport road.

Many believe that as a commissioner 
serving in a government that is 
under obligation to protect lives and 
property, to avoid breach of peace in the 
community he was supposed to carry 
the demolition on a work day. Is Sunday 
an official working day for Udoh? 
After a prior consultation with village 
heads and market women directing 
them to remove their belongings 
from the market, why is it difficult for 
government to build a new market for 
Ifa Community and relocate them, if it 
is not comfortable with the market’s 
location?

It is noteworthy that there was 
no prior notice nor payment of 
compensation before the illegal 
demolition of the market, hence goods 
inside the shops were destroyed.

According to an eyewitness who 
does not want his name in print, “I 
was heartbroken watching the event 
that played out on that day. Mr Victor 
Asuquo, the Secretary of the community, 
inquired from the commissioner why 
they were not given a demolition but 
he ignored the question and simply 

ordered that the police should deal with 
him.

“Instantly, the police officers 
descended on Asuquo until he lost 
consciousness, he was rushed to the 
hospital where he is battling with his 
health.”

Udoh had in a press release made 
available to journalists claimed that the 
helpless young man was confrontational 
in his approach and that the location of 
the market is contrary to government’s 
decision against street trading.

He also alluded that Ifa market which 
is the only industry in the village is 
majorly the source of income for aged 
women. How can a market that is 
recognized by government even with 
the location of a polling unit inside it 
be called an illegal market?

The commissioner resides close to 
this community, he can attest to the 
fact that he had an ulterior motive for 
demolishing Ifa Community Market, 
if he did not have ulterior motives, 

why did he not demolish Mbiabong 
Ikot Udo Owot market that is located 
on a roadside at the entrance of 
Shelter Afrique Estate? He is not 
the commissioner for works, did he 
meet the village heads of the four 
communities that own the market when 
he visited the area for the demolition?

Even if he was ordered by Governor 
Udom Emmanuel to perform the 
mission, he would have advised him to 
tread with caution.

In 2015, Emmanuel went round 
asking the people of Akwa Ibom State 
to give him their votes and that he 
will provide infrastructure and social 
amenities including the market. Today, 
instead of building a standard market 
for the community, he went ahead to 
destroy and demolish their market 
illegally.

As if this was not enough, the Village 
Head of Ifa Ikot Akpan, Ette Idung 
Edem Aniedi Ebong was suspended for 
three months by the Commissioner 
for Local Government and Chieftaincy 
Affairs, Mr Frank Achibong on false 
claims.

According to Achibong, “the village 
head was found culpable of gross 
misconduct, poor leadership and 
negligence of duty occasioned by his 
failure to maintain peace and order 
in his domain, resulting to violence 
and severe injuries considered to be 
prejudicial to the security of the state 
and violation of the Traditional Rulers 
Law of Akwa Ibom State.”

When Aljazirah Nigeria contacted 
the commissioner for comment he did 
not respond to calls and message sent 
to him.

However, it was gathered that there 
is no law in Akwa Ibom State that 

empowers the suspension of a village 
head by the commissioner for local 
government and chieftaincy affairs, 
this is simply an abuse of power, the 
village head works under the paramount 
ruler of a local government area, if 
the commissioner has respect for 
constituted authorities, I believe he 
would have consulted the Paramount 
Ruler of Uyo, Edidem Sylvanus Okon 
before taking the decision.

The commissioner’s action has 
sparked public outcry in Akwa Ibom 
State, people are not happy with the 
injustice. It is on record that the village 
head was not in Uyo on Sunday during 
the protest by villagers against the 
market demolition.

According to Mr Nsima Eyo, a family 
head from the community, “Ebong is a 
peace-loving village head, he has not 
been found wanting in the discharge of 
his duties and that is why we made him 
the chairman of all village heads in Ifa 
villages. He was not even at home during 
the incident on Sunday, November 13, 
2022. Archbong should please listen to 
our cry and reverse the three months 
suspension.”

Another family head, Mr Samuel 
Umoren said “what the commissioners 
are doing is simply a case of adding salt 
to injury, our cultural ground (Iso Nung 
Adede) which was inside the market 
was destroyed and the village head was 
trying to calm the situation. We heard 
that he was suspended, the God of our 
land is highly provoked, we cry to him 
to respectfully reverse the suspension 
order.”

In its reaction, Akwa Ibom State 
government clarified that the 
demolition of Ifa Ikot Akpan market 
on Airport Road was an enforcement 
of Operation Zero Tolerance on Street 
Trading and Illegal Markets which it 
announced last year.

The commissioner for environment 
and solid minerals, who made the 
clarification in a statement following 
the demolition, added that there had 
been sustained public education and 
awareness campaign to mitigate the 
increasing menace within the capital 
city.

Udoh, therefore, decried attacks on 
the demolition team by miscreants 
from the community, which left four 
members injured.

He noted that the demolition exercise 
was successful and the environment 
given the much-desired face-lift for the 
benefit of our people.

“Our attention has been drawn to 
a series of news reports and videos 
in circulation on various platforms 
which deliberately distorted facts in 
an attempt to whip up politically-
motivated sentiments.

“It is therefore pertinent to clarify 
as follows: Recall that on January 21, 
2021, Akwa Ibom State government 
through the Ministry of Environment 
& Solid Minerals announced the 
commencement of ‘operation zero 
tolerance on street trading and illegal 
markets.

Udoh, therefore, 
decried attacks 
on the demolition 
team by 
miscreants from 
the community

“

In this piece, EMMANUEL UFON takes a look at the controversy over the demolition of Ifa 
market and the suspension of the village head.

Udom Scence of Ifa Ikot Akpan market demolition 
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 From left: Member Grassroot Independent Campaign Council for Tinubu/Shettima for Presidency, GICCTP, Chief Udo Chukwu; Enugu East Senatorial Zone Coordinator, Ms Uchenna 
Ugwu; Southeast Coordinator,Dr. Ben Nwoye, and former hairman All Progressives Congress, APC, Enugu East, Chief Sunday Eze, during a news conference to invalidate the suspension of 
activities of GICCTP by APC Enugu State, yesterday. PHOTO: NAN

APC: PCC Carpets PDP Over Plot To Divide Buhari, Tinubu
All Progressives Congress, APC, says no attempt 
to create conflict between Asiwaju Bola Tinubu 
and President Muhammadu Buhari will succeed.

Mr Bayo Onanuga, Director, Media and 
Publicity, APC Presidential Campaign Council, 
PCC, said this in a statement yesterday in Abuja.

Onanuga was reacting to media reports alleging 
that Tinubu had blamed Buhari for the current 
fuel scarcity as well the CBN naira redesign at a 
rally in Abeokuta.

He said the report was fake news sponsored by 
a fifth columnist working in collaboration with the 
opposition Peoples Democratic Party, PDP.

 “For the record, Asiwaju Tinubu, during the 
APC campaign rally at Abeokuta on Wednesday, 
did not mention, blame or accuse President 
Buhari for the current challenges in the country” 
, Onanuga said.

He added that Tinubu was only attracting 
government’s attention to the sabotage being 

carried out by some fifth columnists in the 
system, possibly working in cahoots with the PDP.

“The CBN officials, including Gov. Godwin 
Emefiele have said many times that enough new 
naira notes have been supplied to the banks, yet 
our people complain that they have not been able 
to get the new notes.

“In recent days, many ATMs are either not 
working or when working, are dispensing the 
old naira notes, just a few days to the Jan. 31 

Peoples Democratic Party, PDP, in Sokoto 
State has advised traders and the public 
to beware of the antics of thugs.

This is contained in a statement issued 
on Wednesday by Hassan Sanyinnawal, 
the spokesperson of the party in the 
state.

According to the Sanyinnawal, the PDP 
in its campaign, which had so far covered 
13 Local Government Areas for the 2023 
general elections, with no major incident 
was recorded.

“However, as the other political parties 
begin their campaigns across the state, 
we advise traders and the public to take 
good care of their goods.

“Some of the parties had fixed their 

campaigns on market days and we are 
all aware of how thugs can be used during 
such events”, he said.

Sanyinnawal also appealed to security 
agencies to help protect Sokoto traders 
and the public against possible attacks by 
thugs at the campaign rallies.

In another development, the State 
PDP Chairman, Alhaji Bello Goronyo, has 
appealed to the Federal government to 
extend the Jan. 31 deadline on the new 
Naira notes

According to Goronyo, the extension 
is in order to avoid a repeat of the 1984 
experience when Nigerians were made 
to face undue pressure over monetary 
policy.

He urged: “The government should 
listen to the calls by Sultan of Sokoto, 
Alhaji Sa’ad Abubakar, the leadership of 
the National Assembly and other well 
meaning Nigerians by directing the CBN 
to extend the deadline.

“We are aware that the Sultan, Senate 
and House of Representatives had made 
calls to the CBN to consider extending 
the deadline for Nigerians to be able to 
get the new notes.

“These calls are legitimate, considering 
the hardship that citizens are already 
experiencing as a result of the non-
collection of the old notes by some 
traders and PoS operators”, Goronyo 
said.

2023 Campaigns: Beware Of Thugs, PDP Advises Sokoto Traders

deadline”, Onanuga said.
He added that Tinubu was aware of the salutary 

efforts by Buhari to end the fuel queues, by 
chairing a 14-man panel, even though the fuel 
queues and agony had continued.

He added that for a presidential candidate, 
who cared about the suffering of the people, 
Tinubu had a duty to warn the government that 
its efforts to make life better for Nigerians were 
being sabotaged on several fronts.

“Tinubu only re-echoed what is well known and 
acknowledged, even by Buhari himself at different 
fora: that there are fifth columnists in and outside 
of government”, Onanuga said.

The APC PCC Director of Media and Publicity 
said the fifth columnist often threw spanners 
in the works against good intentions and 
programmes of the government.

 He wondered how an advisory genuinely made 
by Tinubu to protect and create goodwill for the 
government of his party became an attack.

 “It can only be so in the jaundiced view of the 
PDP.

  “It is in this light we found amusing the 
direction less Atiku campaign’s bagful of mischief 
in their hurriedly put together press statement 
meant to gain shameful mileage from the 
suffering of Nigerians.

  “The PDP and Atiku should remember not 
to get high on their own smoke, no political 
blackmail and an attempt to create a conflict 
between Tinubu and his long-term ally, President 
Muhammadu Buhari can succeed.
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FROM INIOBONG SUNDAY, UYO

As the February 25 Presidential 
and National Assembly elections 
inch closer, non indigenous 
residents in Akwa Ibom South, 
Eket Senatorial District, have 
thrown their weight behind 
the All Progressives Congress 
candidates contesting the polls.

They include the Presidential 
candidate, Asiwaju Bola 
Tinubu; senatorial candidate for 
Akwa Ibom South, Dr. Martyns 
Denis Udo - Inyang, and other 
APC candidates vying for the 
contest.

Rising from a meeting with 
the candidate who consulted 
the group at the party’s chapter 
Secretariat in Eket yesterday, 
the leader of the group, Alhaji 
Kashim Sulieman, pledged 
their unalloyed support for 
Dr. Martyns Udo - Inyang’s 
aspirations and all the candidates 
of the party at all levels.

Kashim said, after their careful 
observations and analyses of all 
the contenders for the senate seat 
in the senatorial district, they 
have found out that, Dr. Martyns 
as capable, knowledgeable and 
eligibly fit to be elected as the 
representative of the people for 
the red chamber.

He said though, others who 
had been in the corridors of 
power for more than twenty 
years failed to bring tangible 
development and provision of 
social amenities to the area, the 
non indigenes are comfortable 
with the candidate thereby 
mobilizing assiduously for him 
and other party’s candidates in 
APC.

The meeting was attended by 
critical stakeholders of different 
ethnic groups in the senatorial 
district, Eket chapter chairman of 
the party, Pastor Ubong Okposin, 
chapter secretary, Udia Nkuh and 
members of Dr Martyns Udo-
Inyang’s campaign organization. 

Kashim noted, “After a careful 
study of all the major contenders 
for the senate seat, we have found 
capability, wisdom, knowledge 
and effective representation in 
Martyns Udo-Inyang though, 
other candidates have been in 
the corridor of power for more 
than 20 years but unable to bring 
any meaningful developments 
and social amenities to their 
constituents, we the non-
indigenes group in the area have 
decided to mobilize massively 
for Dr. Martyns Udo-Inyang and 
other candidates of the party”.

Eket APC chairman, Pastor 
Ubong Okposin, described non-
indigenes as critical stakeholders 
in the party and assured them of 
equal opportunity.

He stated that all the rights 
and privileges due to them would 
be given to them and promised 
to partner with the group to 
actualize the vision and goals of 
the party.

FROM RICHARD AKINTADE, OSOGBO

As the Osun State Governorship 
Election Petition Tribunal is 
set to deliver its judgement 
today in the  petition filed by 
former Governor Gboyega 
Oyetola of the All Progressives 
Congress, APC,  against 
Governor Ademola Adeleke of 
the Peoples Democratic Party, 
PDP, the Independent National 
Electoral Commission, INEC, in 
the July 16, 2022 governorship 
election, the leadership of the 
APC in the state has enjoined 
its members and supporters to 
continue to embrace peace in 
their endeavours.

The Acting State Chairman of 
the party, Sooko Tajudeen Lawal, 
stated that his party had done 
everything within the ambit of 
the law to ensure  the diligent 

prosecution of the petition 
against the respondents.

Lawal, who congratulated 
members of the party for being 
active participants in the seven-
day fasting and prayer session 
directed by his party seven days 
ago stated that it wasn’t for fun 
that the prayer exercise was 
called.

He told the APC members 
that he wasn’t unaware of the 
barrage of mocking that the 
members and leadership of the 
ruling party subjected them to 
when the call for the fasting and 
prayer session was made.

Lawal enjoined the APC 
members to continue to exhibit 
the ethos of genuine Omoluabi 
which they are known for both 
at the tribunal and outside the 
tribunal during the judgement 

delivery today
The Osun State APC acting 

chairman implored his party 
members to refuse to be 
provoked by anyone as no 
good thing can be achieved 
in a rancorous and violent 
environment.

He also reminded the police 
and the other entire statutory 
sister security agencies in the 
state to be proactive in ensuring a 
water-tight security architecture 
within and outside the venue of 
the tribunal judgement today.

In his words: “Let me show 
my gratitude to all our members 
for their show of discipline, 
exemplary behaviour and their 
absolute faith in God throughout 
the period that we have been 
prosecuting our petition at the 
tribunal.

Peter Obi ‘ll Give Priority To Nigeria’s 
Housing Needs -LP Chieftain

Polls: Non 
Indigenes Endorse 
Tinubu, Other APC 
Candidates In A’Ibom

Osun Guber: APC Sues For Peace As 
Tribunal Delivers Verdict Today 

Adeleke Tajudeen

A chieftain of the Labour Party, 
LP, Chief Mike Nwankwo, says 
the housing needs of Nigerians 
especially the civil servants will be 
given priority if Peter Obi wins the 
February 25 Presidential Election.

Nwankwo, a Director of 
Administration in the Peter Obi-
Datti Ahmed Presidential Campaign 
Council, made the disclosure in an 
interview with the News Agency of 

Nigeria yesterday in Awka.
He said the LP envisaged massive 

provision of housing as key in 
the reduction of poverty as well 
as meeting the essential needs 
of citizens.

Nwankwo, a former managing 
director, Anambra Housing 
Corporation during the tenure 
of Peter Obi, said under LP 
administration,  government 

workers must get houses.
“We shall ensure that Nigerians, 

especially civil servants will 
meet their housing needs before 
retirement as done in most 
advanced countries”, he said.

He recalled that as governor of 
Anambra, Peter Obi established 
a number of housing estates and 
would replicate the same if elected 
president.

Nwankwo used the opportunity 
to urge  Nigerians to ensure they 
collected their Permanent Voters 
Cards, PVCs, and ensure they voted 
for Peter Obi during the Feb.25 
elections.

He said that Peter Obi remained 
the best brand for Nigerians because 
of the wisdom and maturity the 
LP presidential candidate had 
exhibited.

“I must state here that you 
have never, for once, let me or our 
prestigious party down, by your 
actions and inactions as you have 
been the worthy ambassadors of 
our party which is known for its 
ardent belief in the rule of law.

“For no reason you must join 
the pigs to swim in the swamp 
as the difference between them 
and us is crystal clear which 
is realized through notable 
discipline known as the hallmark 
of the progressive party.

“It was because we believe 
in the potency of prayer that 
prompted us to carry our 
petition to God Almighty while 
those who rely on evil powers 
and principalities were mocking 
us. We shall leave our detractors 
to God to adjudicate”, Lawal 
stated.
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Akwa Ibom chapter of the All 
Progressives Congress, APC, has 
debunked the purported expulsion 
of Sen Ita Enang from the party.

Mr Umoh Ekop, the Ibiono 
Ibom Local Government Area, 
APC Chairman, said this in a news 
conference in Uyo the Akwa Ibom 
State capital yesterday.

Ekop said that those behind the 
purported letter of expulsion were 
alien to APC.

He said that at no time did Enang 
commit any offence that should 
warrant an expulsion from the party.

“Ordinarily, we would have allowed 
the said publication, knowing that it 
is meaningless and does not have 
the weight, capacity of distracting 
the party nor the Distinguish Sen. 
Ita Enang, who is the backbone of 
the party in the LGA and state levels.

“For the sake of the public, who 
may be misled to believe this lies 
from the pit of hell, we want to put 
the record straight, that Enang is still 
a member of the APC, Eastern Ward 
2, Ibiono Ibom LGA of Akwa Ibom.

“We have not received any news or 
petition from the Ward Chairman of 
Eastern Ward 2 against him at any 
time.

“Enang is the only light and voice 
of the party at the local level as well 
as the known voice in Akwa Ibom 
that has always been speaking for 
the party”, Ekop said.

He added that the former Aide to 
the President Buhari has been a very 
dedicated, committed, and sincere 
member of the APC who has been 

querying the opposition on the issues 
of transparency with public funds in 
the state.

The chapter chairman said that 
the purported expulsion was the 
handiwork of mischief makers and 
also an insult to the entire Ibiono 
Ibom LGA.

He urged those behind the 
publication to tender an unreserved 
apology to Enang within 72 hours.

Also, Enang had in a statement 
earlier, described the expulsion 
as fake news and that it should be 

discarded.
He urged party leaders and teeming 

members and all Akwa Ibom people 
to ignore it and continue working 
with him for the interest of the party.

“I have just seen fake news on 
social media about my leadership and 
status in Akwa Ibom APC.

“I urge all leaders and teeming 
members of our great party to 
please ignore the same and continue 
working with me and all other party 
leaders and members of the party 
for the success of the Party in all the 

Abia Lawmaker Suspends Campaign Over PDP Guber Candidate’s Death

Four Kwara Guber Candidates Prioritise Teachers’ Welfare

A foundation member of All 
Progressives Congress APC in 
Isoko South Local Government 
Area, Delta State, Hon.  Benjamin 
Essien Okiemute, has said the 
defection of former Delta State 
Secretary of All Progressives 
Congress APC, Nick Ovuakporie 
from the party has had no single 
effect on APC in Isoko Nation.

Okiemute, a former member, 
Delta State House of Assembly, in 
a statement issued on Wednesday 
in Warri, said  Ovuakporie was 
among major beneficiaries 
of APC led government since 
inception contrary to his reasons 
for leaving the APC to join the 
new found Peoples Democratic 
Party ,PDP.

“ This is the same Nick 
Ovuakporie who does not know 
his voting unit in his Oyede 
community. Anyway, he left APC 
by himself alone and that is why 
his defection from the party has 
no single effect on APC even in 
his Oyede community and the 
entire Isoko South and North 
local governments.”

Okiemute, also Deputy 
Director General, Joel Onowakpo 
Thomas  Delta South Senatorial 
District Campaign Organization, 
2023, said “ I am a founding 
member of the APC and I worked 
for the victory of APC in Isoko 
South and North in 2015. And 
from that time till now I have 
not gotten anything from the 
APC government, but I have 
remained in the party and am 
still working toward the victory 
of all the APC candidates in Isoko 
nation, because of my loyalty to 
the party”.

He continued, “ So, the reasons 
given by Nick Ovuakporie for 
leaving APC are not tenable, and 
such reasons are not enough for 
him to leave the party. Anyway, 
he has the freedom to associate 
with his new found party PDP. 
However, his leaving the party 
does not and will not in any way 
affect the APC in Isoko nation”

“The APC remains intact, very 
strong, formidable in Isoko 
Nation, and we would ensure 
victory for all APC candidates 
in Isoko South and North come 
February, 25 and March 11 
elections in the state”.

Okiemute,  Deputy Director 
General, Mobilization and 
Contact for Ovie Omo- Agege 
Governorship Campaign 
Organization, 2023, expressed 
hope that Isoko people 
and Deltans would vote 
for the APC candidates for 
Presidency, National Assembly,  
Governorship and State House 
of Assembly at the forthcoming 
elections.

He called on Isoko people and 
Deltans of voting age to come 
out en masse on February 25 and 
March 11 and vote for APC and 
ensure to monitor their votes to 
prevent any manipulation by the 
Peoples Democratic Party, PDP.

Nick Ovuakporie’s 
Defection Has No Effect 
On APC In Isoko Nation 
- Okiemute

A’Ibom APC Debunks 
Sen Enang’s Suspension

Enang

Rep. Darlington Nwokocha, LP-
Abia, has suspended his reelection 
campaign as mark of respect 
for Prof. Uche Ikonne, the state 
Peoples Democratic Party, PDP 
governorship candidate, who died 
on Wednesday.

Nwokocha, who represents 
Isialangwa North/South Federal 

FROM ABDUL SALAUDEEN ILORIN 

Four of the 14 governorship 
candidates for the 2023 general 
elections in Kwara State have 
identified teachers’ welfare as their 
priority programme to be pursued 
if they are elected into power.

Speaking separately at a 
debate organized by the Joint 
Kwara Labour Congress in Ilorin, 
the Kwara State capital, the 
governorship candidates of the 
Peoples Democratic Party ,PDP, 
New Nigeria Peoples Party ,NNPP, 
Labour Party ,LP, and the Action 
Alliance ,AA, said they recognized 

Constituency, said this in a 
statement on Thursday in Abuja.

“I received with rude shock, the 
devastating news of the death of 
our revered Prof. Eleazar Uchenna 
Ikonne, an illustrious son of 
Isiala Ngwa and the Abia PDP 
governorship candidate for the 
2023 Guber Election.

teachers as key stakeholders in 
education development of the 
state.

The state PDP governorship 
candidate, Alhaji Shuaib Yaman 
Abdullahi, who spoke about 
salary disparity between teachers 
in the employment of the State 
Universal Basic Education Board 
,SUBEB,and the state Teaching 
Service Commission ,TESCOM, 
pledged that his administration will 
ensure resolution of the matter if 
elected.

The governorship candidate 
of the Action Alliance, Barrister 
Dauda Salman Magaji, in his own 

elections.
“I urge our members to please 

cooperate and work together to 
receive our President, His Excellency, 
President Muhammadu Buhari and 
our Presidential Candidate, His 
Excellency, Asiwaju Bola Tinubu and 
Sen. Kashim Shettima and all our 
Party National Leaders in the State 
APC Presidential Rally coming up on 
Jan. 30 at Uyo.

“We should please focus on 
mobilising for the rally and not be 
distracted by irrelevancies” ,he said.

“On behalf of my family and the 
good people of Isiala Ngwa North/
South Federal Constituency, I 
deeply commiserate with the 
immediate family, the people 
of Isialangwa North, and the 
government and people of Abia.

“Accordingly, I hereby announce 
the suspension of my campaign 

submission, said that Kwara State 
teachers would be treated fairly and 
justly if he is elected into office as 
the state governor.

Also, Professor Shuaib Oba 
Abdulraheem of the New Nigeria 
Peoples Party, NNPP, a former Vice-
Chancellor of the University of 
Ilorin, said that his administration 
would make education a priority if 
elected.

The NNPP flag bearer also said 
that he would fight corruption in 
all sectors, saying that, “We can’t 
be free from corruption unless 
the head itself is free. We will 
create infrastructures through 

activities in honour of our great 
son and Elder Statesman from my 
constituency,” he said.

Nwokocha prayed to God in 
His infinite mercies to strengthen 
the entire family, grant all those 
who mourn the fortitude to bear 
the sad loss and for the departed, 
eternal rest. 

investment, especially investment 
from outside”.

The Labour Party gubernatorial 
candidate, Abubakar Basambo, 
said that if elected as the governor 
of Kwara State, his administration 
would invest over N1 billion in local 
government to fight poverty.

“I assure you that we will 
move 30,000 minimum wages to 
100,000”, he said.

In his speech at the event, the 
NLC Chairman, Comrade Issa Ore, 
said that the debate was organized 
to enable Kwara State workers to 
decide on who to vote for in the 
next general elections. 
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2023 is a defining year. We, the people, will decide our 
fate. We will decide whether to retreat to the years of 
the locusts where public funds were magicked away 
from the national till; where impunity ruled over the 
land; where there was a lack of accountability; where 
soldiers drowned in blood in thousands because funds 
for the purchase of arms were appropriated by light-
fingered agents of government; where lies were the 
language of the establishment, and where deceit was 
poetry, or to continue to advance on the trajectory of 
financial discipline, diligent resource allocation, and 
colossal infrastructural development.

We will decide whether to return to ‘’governance 
Sobibor’’ or to soldier on to a future of greater 
possibilities. 2023 can be ours. Challenges are 
expected, but we can win. In our hands is the power to 
forge our own destiny, and to determine the trajectory 
of our country in the next few years. Yes, we wield 
that inexorable power to shape or impair Nigeria. But 
we must make Nigeria. We must apply this cosmic 
power responsibly – not to serve personal ends but to 
preserve our collective interest as Nigerians.

Good governance is heterogenous, and so is bad 
governance. We are potential victims or victors, 
depending on the choice we make on February 25.

The elections are a few weeks away, and destiny 
beckons. Nigeria can win. Nigeria will win if we 
elect the candidate who has shown a personal 
example of leadership, who has shown preparedness, 
demonstrated competence, expansiveness, and 
character, and who has put forward a clear and 
plausible plan for the development of the country.

I have studied the plans of the leading presidential 
candidates. I have listened to their stump speeches, 
and I have followed their pristine thoughts. One 
candidate stands out, and that is Asiwaju Bola Ahmed 
Tinubu. I say this with all sincerity. I look into the 
future, and I see promise for Nigeria with Tinubu as 
president.

As I said in the column, ‘We need the Nigerian 
dream and identity’, inspiring citizens to dream 
the Nigerian dream through deliberate policies and 
good governance, should be a priority of the next 
leadership. Nigeria needs corrective leadership in 
2023. No government has it all figured out. Progressive 
leadership is corrective leadership. It is important that 
the next government consolidates the achievements 
of the current administration and make adjustments 
where necessary.

I believe, in Asiwaju Bola Ahmed Tinubu resides 
the courage to inspire citizens to dream the Nigerian 
dream of hope, national unity, mass prosperity and 
self-actualisation.

Recently, the APC presidential candidate made a 

valiant statement on axing petrol subsidy and other 
economic drainpipes. What many will consider a 
political suicide attempt.

He said: “By all means, you must have electricity. 
And you won’t pay for estimated billing anymore. 
When I become president, multiple exchange rates 
will go away. Write it down. How can we be subsidising 
fuel consumption of Cameroon, of Niger, of Benin 
Republic. No matter how long you protest, we are 
going to remove subsidy. We can do it. We are educated 
enough.’’

The honesty, courage and forthrightness 

08088302929

Be warned!

YELLOW 
CARDexemplified by Tinubu in this instance is infectious. 

He did not dilly-dally or play around the critical issue 
with political chicanery; he made a firm statement and 
asked Nigerians to hold him to his word.

Petrol subsidy is a Venus flytrap. Tinubu is right. 
Petrol subsidy has to go. It is unsustainable. In 2023, it 
is projected to gulp about N7 trillion. Nigeria needs a 
leader with the mettle to take tough decisions for the 
greater good. I believe Tinubu is that leader.

I had argued for the removal of petrol subsidy even 
when it was unpopular to do so years ago. So, my 
standpoint on this matter has been consistent.

In 2021, I wrote that Nigeria needs a leader who 
can take tough decisions like removing subsidies 
on petroleum and electricity for instance; vacuum 
the tax system and make heads roll – if need be. The 
argument for subsidy retention is an emotional one 
that discounts the filth in the system. Nigeria is a 
quasi-socialist country, a highly subsidised country. 
Corruption thrives partly because of the regime of 
subsidies.

Any dauntless leader willing to reform Nigeria must 
be ready to be unpopular because the status quo will 
fight back — and will do so ruthlessly.

Virtually every essential commodity or service is 
subsidised and does not reflect true value. The subsidy 
regime is clearly unsustainable. Kerosene, which is the 
common energy of the poor, was de-subsidised; diesel 
as well, yet petrol which sells for over N700 per litre in 
Ghana – an oil-producing country — is scandalously 
buffered. Who does this benefit?

The NNPC said it spent N541.65 billion within six 
months in 2021 on petroleum subsidy. Between 2017 
and 2020, the company was projected to have spent 
over N1.53 trillion on petroleum subsidy. The reality 
is that the current price of petrol in Nigeria does not 
reflect its actual value vis-a-vis the prevailing global 
market value.

But if the poor can afford a basic commodity like 
kerosene which sells for N947 per litre without 
subsidy, why should petrol mostly utilised by the 
middle and the upper class be N195 per litre? Who 
does the subsidy regime serve? The masses or some 
industry leviathans and wolves?

Nigeria can win in 2023.
I believe Nigeria will win with Asiwaju Bola Ahmed 

Tinubu, presidential candidate of the All Progressives 
Congress (APC). Culled from Peoples Daily
Nwabufo aka Mr OneNigeria is a writer and 
journalist.

The NNPC said it 
spent N541.65 
billion within six 
months in 2021 on 
petroleum subsidy.
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To terrorists 
who abducted 

four students of 
Zamfara Health 
College and 
demanding huge 
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Buhari


