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EDITORIAL

Indecent Dressing Worsening,
Eroding Moral Standards

G

lobally, indecent dressing has become a distinct
phenomenon which has continued to be
embraced by more citizens in various age groups
and social strata. Besides, almost all religious
persuasions whose mantra goes against this
growing fashion cum social trend have been put to the sidelines
by its proponents. Here caution is thrown to the wind as no
dress sense is applied by most of these persons, irrespective
of the situations they find themselves in.
Public facilities, including schools, offices and religious
places, where it is expected that the highest sense of decorum
is applied are even the worst spectacle of these incongruous
dispositions. Many schools are now harbouring terrible
characters whose stock in trade is to adorn skimpy clothes

where they are almost naked at the admiration of some patrons
who are themselves not persons to be taken as important
members of the society.
There was a time in our societal dictates where unwritten
rules determine what individuals could wear to specific
occasions. However, all that appears to have gone to the wind,
given the untamed attributes of many, mostly younger citizens
today. Many think that when the issue of indecent dressing is
mentioned, thoughts usually run wild to focus on the women
folk but that is such a tendentious position. Indecency as far
as dressing is concerned cuts across gender, age, religion and
ethnic background.
CONTINUE ON PAGE 5

Chief of the Naval
Staff, Vice Admiral
Awwal Gambo
(left); Officer
Commanding
Eastern Naval
Command, ENC,
Rear Admiral
Ibrahim Dewu
(right) and other
Naval Officers,
during the
inauguration
of the ENC
remodeled
swimming pool
by the Chief of
the Naval Staff in
Calabar, yesterday.
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1973
Skylab blasts off into orbit
The United States’ first space
station crashed back to
Earth on July 11, 1979, four
years ahead of schedule. In
its six years of service, the
laboratory was used for many
biomedical and technological
experiments.

LOW

HIGH

23°C
25 °C
24 °C
26 °C
20 °C

32 °C
33 °C
31 °C
39 °C
31 °C

PHOTO
OF THE
DAY

“

On This Day
In History,
MAY 14

National Association
of Nigerian Students
(NANS) protesting
over the Academic Staff
Union of Universities
(ASUU) strike at
the main gate of the
University of Ibadan on
Friday.
Photo: NAN

1948
Israel becomes an
independent state
The announcement by Prime
Minister, David Ben-Gurion,
triggered a 10-month
armed conflict known as
the Arab-Israeli War of 1948.
It started the day after the
proclamation as troops of
Egypt, Syria, Transjordan
and Iraq invaded the young
nation.
1796
The first smallpox vaccination
is administered
The British physician,
Edward Jenner, successfully
inoculated an 8-year-old
smallpox patient using
material from a cowpox
lesion. The word “vaccine” is
derived from the Latin word
for cow (vacca).
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Woman With Split Tongue Tastes
Two Drinks At Same Time

‘The Worst Mistake You Can Make
In Life Is Marrying Wrong’
Popular Nigerian filmmaker Yomi
Black’s estranged wife, Elizabeth John has
disclosed what may be one of the biggest
mistakes anyone can make in life.
According to the fashion designer, one
of the biggest mistakes anyone can make
in life is marrying the wrong person.
“One of the worst mistakes you can
make in life is marrying wrong. Don’t ever
be pressured into quickly making that
decision,” she wrote.
John’s marriage to the popular
filmmaker reportedly hit the rocks in 2021,

after she shared a cryptic post on social
media.
“Finally a free woman!!! God, I’m
grateful for the good and bad times. Thank
you for teaching me many lessons. And
thank you for I know you will send the
right man for me at the right time,” she
wrote.
Several reports at that time stated that
the marriage crashed over eight months
before she shared the post.
Yomi Black and Elizabeth got married in
2012. They have a son together.

May Edochie Finally Breaks Silence, Speaks Against Polygamy
Nollywood actor Yul Edochie’s first wife,
May, has finally broken her silence after her
husband took a new wife.
Edochie recently unveiled his second wife
and son on social media.
The mother of four took to her Instagram
page on Tuesday, May 10, 2022, where
she thanked everyone for reaching out to
her after the shocking news broke on the
Internet.
“I sincerely want to appreciate everyone
for the tremendous love, prayers and

support from all over the world. It has really
been overwhelming. You have all been
an incredible pillar of strength during this
trying period,” she wrote.
May went on to express her resentment
towards her husband’s decision to practice
polygamy.
“My phones are buzzing once again
due to the OLD video trending online
today. My family and faith ABSOLUTELY
do NOT practice polygamy, although it
works for some people,” she added.
“God has blessed me with a beautiful
and loving family. I need you all to
continue to keep me and my family in
your prayers. May God bless you all
abundantly for your love, prayers and
support.”
On Wednesday, April 27, 2022, the actor
unveiled his new family on social media.
It was greeted with criticism by many
including his first wife, May, who called
him out.
The actor later shared a photo of his
first wife, May and described her as his
‘number one and undisputed.’
Yul and May have been married for
sixteen years with four children.

Social media users were thrown into fun when
a user identified as Ms Shihadeh, who has over
228,000 followers on Instagram, recently posted
a reel on the platform where she tries Sprite (a soft
drink) and water at the same time.
Brianna Mary Shihadeh is a dreadlock artist
living in California, who has a passion for body
modification. She has surgically split her tongue
and has now said that she can taste two separate
things at the same time. Ms Shihadeh, who has
over 228,000 followers on Instagram, recently
posted a reel on the social media platform where
she tries Sprite (a soft drink) and water at the same
time.
In the video captioned “What two flavors would
you try first?” you can see her pouring a glass of

water alongside a glass of Sprite. As she bends
down, her split tongue allows her to taste both
the drinks at the same time. After tasting it, the
caption superimposed on the video reads “This
makes my brain feel weird”.
The video with nearly 200,000 views is full
of comments such as “This is exactly the quality
content I need on a Monday”. One user even posed
the question “Isn’t this the same as drinking them
at the same time? Curious”, with Ms. Shihadeh
responding saying “you can taste it not mixed but
as two separate items”.
According to the British Dental Journal the
process of tongue splitting is dangerous and those
who do it “are putting themselves at serious risk of
haemorrhage, infection and nerve damage.”

Killer Dies From Heart Attack While
Digging Grave For Murdered Girlfriend
A man who strangled his girlfriend to death had
a fatal heart attack while burying her in their
backyard.
Joseph McKinnon, 60, killed Patricia Ruth Dent,
65, inside their Trenton, South Carolina home on
Saturday, the Edgefield County Sheriff’s Office said.
In a turn of events, first responders were called
to the home after neighbors reported seeing an
unconscious man lying in the yard, according to
Fox 11.
When deputies arrived, they found McKinnon
laying in the yard. Medical crews were then called
to the home to try and revive him.
As officials investigated McKinnon’s death, they
discovered a second body wrapped up in trash bags
inside a freshly dug hole in the ground.
Investigators then determined the body buried
in the makeshift grave was his girlfriend, Dent, who
had lived with him.
Officials believe McKinnon had attacked Dent
in the home, and an autopsy report concluded she
had died by strangulation.
‘Mr McKinnon then bound her and wrapped her

in trash bags before putting her in the previously
dug pit,’ Sheriff Jody Rowland said.
Neighbors told authorities they had also seen
McKinnon digging a hole in his yard the day before.
An autopsy of McKinnon found he had a ‘cardiac
event’ while working to cover the grave. He had
reportedly been nearly done filling the grave when
he set the shovel down, walked away and collapsed,
authorities said.
Dent was missing from work at the Mount
Vintage golf course on the day she died, prompting
calls and texts from concerned coworkers that went
unanswered.
Neighbors were shocked by the news and
expressed concern about safety.
‘We have no idea and that’s what we are asking
about. At least let us know that it’s something they
have in control or don’t have in control,’ Dawn
Howanietz told WJBF News.
‘Do we have to make sure everything is locked
up tight? Watch our dogs or our animals? We got a
farmer back there, too, you know, it’s scary.’

الجزير نيجيريا
الجزير نيجيريا
ة

news
NAFDAC Partners NYSC On
4

www.aljazirahnews.com

May 14 – May 15, 2022

NGO Decries
Disregard Of
Mining Laws
By Quarry
Companies
BY PAUL EFFIONG, ABUJA

Non-governmental
organisation known as
Urban-Rural Environmental
Defenders, U-RED, has
decried continuous flagrant
disregard of Mineral and
Mining Act of 2007 as
well as the Mineral and
Mining Regulations of
2011 by quarry and mining
companies in Nigeria.
The NGO threaten to
take legal action against any
organisation or company
that refused to comply with
quarry laws henceforth,
maintaining that such
unhealthy practices usually
exposed host communities
to social, economic, health
and environmental risk and
hazards.
Speaking at a workshop in
Abuja, the director of U-RED,
Mr. Godpower Martins, also
frowned at indiscriminate
and unsafe rock blasting
going on in some residential
areas, adding that such
practices could affect those
communities negatively.
He
further
advised
communities hosting quarry
companies to always insist on
international best practices
in blasting and extracting
rock.
Earlier, the NGO director
had warned people to always
resist the use of crude
equipment such as explosives
for mining, saying that they
were very dangerous to
human health.
“The deposit of hills/
rocks in our communities is
supposed to be a blessing in
many ways. However, this
has become far from the case.
Host communities are made
to face so many hazards as
a result of unsafe mining of
rocks.
“Host communities are
confronted daily with shocks,
dust, tailing wash off with
poisonous substances such as
lead poison that washed into
streams, the environment
and blown into air; reduction
of life expectancy, loss of
minerals found in the rock
that could turn the fortune
of the community,” he said.
He warned that continued
rock blasting could lead
to landslides/earthquakes
that can wipe out the entire
community and beyond,
adding that there were
noticeable cracks on the walls
of buildings around quarry
sites, as he cautioning that if
care was not taken, it could
lead to collapse of buildings.
He further drew attention
to the removal of hills/rocks
which serve as wind breakers,
adding that some of the hills/
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Healthy Living For Nigerians

BY JOEL AJAYI

National Agency for Food
and Drug Administration
and Control, NAFDAC,
has appealed for support
from the National Youth
Service Corps, NYSC, for
the promotion of healthy
living among Nigerians.
The director-general
of NAFDAC, Prof Moji
Adeyeye made the call
yesterday
in
Abuja
during the signing of
a
Memorandum
of
Understanding,
MoU,
between NAFDAC and
NYSC.
Adeyeye said corps

members’ presence in all
the 774 local government
areas of the country would
be a good driver of the
initiative as they would
serve as change agents to
sensitize Nigerians on the
dangers of drug abuse and
expired drugs, especially
at the grassroots.
She disclosed that the
agency’s mandate was to
safeguard the health of
Nigerians alongside the
Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises, MSMEs.
“The MSMEs are the
ones that actually drive
the economy and having

NAFDAC Desks in the 774
Local Government Areas
will bring NAFDAC closer
to the people through
the Corps Members,” she
said.
The director-general
of NYSC, Major General
Shuaibu Ibrahim, who
was represented by the
director of Legal Services,
Barrister Ibrahim Ahmed
Tijani, promised the
readiness of the scheme
to abide by the terms of
the MoU.
Commending NAFDAC
for the initiative, Ibrahim
said corps members

would be helpful in the
collaboration,
given
the successes they have
recorded in previous
national assignments.
Also speaking, the
director of Community
Development Service and
Special Projects, Alhaji
Abdulrasaq Salawu said
the programme was long
overdue.
He added that corps
members would always be
ready to create awareness
on
government’s
programmes
and
activities geared towards
national development.

The New Nigeria People’s Party, NNPP, Zonal Vice Chairman, Alhaji Muhammed Abdullahi receiving Chief Ben Adaji into
the party at a decamping ceremon

Private Sector Contributes N500bn To
Auto Industry Development
FROM ROTIMI ASHER, LAGOS

So far, the private sector has
contributed N500 billion
investment into the Nigeria’s
automotive industry.
The Director- General ,
National Automotive Design
and Development Council,
NADDC, Jelani Aliyu made
this known recently while
speaking to journalists on
what the council have been
doing to encourage local
production of vehicles in
Nigeria.
“NADDC has encouraged
and created an enabling
environment for the private
sector to invest N500 billion,
half a trillion to build auto
assembly plants in Nigeria,”
he said.
According to him, there

are assembly plants in Lagos,
Kaduna, Nnewi (Anambra)
and Kano. Some others are
being set up in Ogun, Bauchi
and other states.
Companies like Innoson in
Nnewi, Dangote’s Sinotrucks,
Elizade, Honda West Africa,
Mikano Motors, Lanre Shittu,
and Nord are all producing
vehicles. Some are actually
producing and assembling
vehicles in Nigeria.
“Though these companies
have the combined capacity
to produce about 400,000
vehicles in a year, we are
not there yet due to market
challenges. We are, however,
doing a lot to unlock the
potential and put an end to
the importation of new and
used vehicles.
“While we are working to

effectively implement an
automotive policy with the
intention of encouraging
foreign investors, we are also
discussing with bigger auto
companies such as Toyota,
Nissan, Volkswagen to come
set up their own plants in the
country.
“As we speak, there are
individuals and companies
that believe in the current
and future economy of Nigeria
and they ready to invest huge
amount of money into the
auto industry.
“We need a set of
regulations to ensure that
government gives maximum
support to those who invest
in this sector because when
these companies come in,
their investment need to
be protected since they are

putting hundreds of millions
of dollars.
“The council has also
engaged an international
firm, KPMG to review the
automotive policy in tune with
the extant global movement
of producing vehicles. The
council is working tirelessly to
bring back the lost glory and
discourage the heavy reliance
on fairly used vehicles called
‘Tokunbo’.
“The council is diligently
implementing the National
Automotive
Industry
Development Plant, NAIDP,
to reverse the ugly trend of
what happened in the 70s and
80s where firms like Peugeot,
Volkswagen, Anamco and
Leyland were producing over
140,000 vehicles per year and
suddenly stopped,” Aliyu said.

Buhari Meets
Exiting Ministers,
As Ngige
Withdraws From
Race
BY CALEB ISHAYA, ABUJA

President Muhammadu
Buhari yesterday met with
ministers who intend to run
for elective positions in the
2023 general elections.
In a valedictory session at
the Council Chamber of the
Presidential Villain Abuja,
the president appreciated
the outgoing ministers for
their cooperation.
He also advised other
members of the cabinet
to be more diligent and
committed to the success
of the administration.
On whether former
President
Goodluck
Jonathan has joined the All
Progressives Congress, APC,
the president said the party
was in the best position to
know.
Minister of Information
and Culture, Lai Mohammed
disclosed at a briefing after
the session with the exiting
ministers that 10 of them
were leaving the cabinet.
According to him, some of
the ministers have tendered
their resignation while the
others are in the process of
doing so.
Those who were at
the meeting included
the Minister of State for
Mines and Steel, Uche
Ogar; Minister of State
for Petroleum Resources,
Timipre Sylva; Minister of
Labour and Employment,
Chris Ngige; Minister of
Transportation, Rotimi
Amaechi, and Minister of
Women Affairs Pauline
Tallen.
Others are the Minister
of Niger Delta Affairs,
Goodwill
Akpabio;
Minister of Justice and
Attorney General of the
Federation,
Abubakar
Malami, and the Minister
of Science, Technology,
and Innovation, Ogbonnaya
Onu.
Nine were physically
present while the former
Minister of State for
Education,
Emeka
Nwajiuba, was absent.
The meeting followed the
president’s recent directive
to all ministers and political
appointees contesting for
various elective positions
to resign from their
appointments on or before
Monday, May 16, 2022.
Meanwhile, Minister of
Labour and Employment,
Senator Chris Ngige has
announced his withdrawal
from the 2023 presidential
election.
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VISION STATEMENT

To operate a world class print media
organisation collocated with
positive journalistic ethics and
practices at its peak to our beloved
readers in Nigeria.

MISSION STATEMENT

Our mission is to create hard-breaking national
and international news, as it unfolds. We deliver
unparalleled perspectives across multiple
categories including politics, health, entertainment,
education, classy, judiciary, parliament, foreign
affairs, business, sports and more.

Indecent Dressing Worsening,
Eroding Moral Standards
FROM COVER PAGE

In the various episodes cutting across
several public functions, including videos
and cinemas, not a few absurd images
are passed in the name of selling out
for advertisement of the thousands of
products and services that are strewn
on various platforms and media. These
forms have degenerated social norms
and as the detriment of a society that is
fast deepening into atrocious ‘dressing to
kill syndrome’.
While we acquiesce to individuals’ right
to self-expression as enshrined in the
various provisions on human rights, it
would be indefensible to allow nudity
to become the order of the day as can be
seen today. It is relatively offensive to
many who abhor obscenities to have their
sensibilities abused by a few unguarded
dressers.
We agree that it is a relative situation
when it comes to indecent dressing
as what applies in one instance and
applauded by many may just be offensive
elsewhere. However, there must be a

sense of modesty by persons when they
need to appear in official public functions

for instance, without making it appear that
they have lost their sense of decency.
Where necessary, party and night wear
should be used to enhance purpose where
individuals have to live within their social
context uninhibitedly. Even at that, it does
not call for nudity as brazenly exhibited
today by many.
We are concerned that the situation is
degenerating as it appears that even in
some places of worship where the highest
sense of decency is expected, many fail to
adhere to the social code fitting for such an
environment.
We call on parents and religious leaders
across all faiths to continue to raise the
standard against these obscenities that are
reigning across our country.
We are concerned that to some extent,

the growing cases of rape could be
attributed but not exclusively to indecent
dressing. If we rule out that aspect, it
would also give room to further check
other inducing factors which are taking a

toll on our society.
AljazirahNigeria states as a matter
of fact and categorically that we are not
in any sense making a case or excuse for
the atrocious and despicable crime of
rape, however, certain atmosphere such
as indecent dressing seems to foster its
commission.
It is not time for feminist groups to
take position to defend nakedness just to
justify gender rights where caution is first
thrown to the winds by several victims.
In another breath, even men now
exhibit various tendencies in several
guises against what has been over the
ages known as acceptable. Not a few
today play up tendencies suggesting that
they have lost their dress sense as men.
There are fears that should the situation
degenerate further, our cherished culture
and values would soon be eroded by these
overdose of influences coming from
outside our shores will subsequently
take the place of our most revered and
cherished African cultures with upholds
decency and respect for the individual
person, with extension to others.
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“The current hyperinflation has made the
meagre income of many
Nigerians insignificant. For
a government committed to
lifting 100 million Nigerians
out of poverty, there is a need
for reflection and immediate
action. Very soon, Nigerians
will not be able to afford a loaf
of bread, fertilizer and other
essentials for their wellbeing
due to unabated soaring prices
of these commodities across
the country.”
– The Country Director,
ActionAid Nigeria, Ene Obi.
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Besides magnificent annual flower, bird and butterfly shows, the western Saudi town of Yanbu is attracting tourists with its rich biodiversity. (Shutterstock)

Why Yanbu On The Red Sea Is Fast
Becoming A Must-Visit Destination
Just a few hours’ drive west of
Madinah is the historic port
town of Yanbu, the second largest
settlement on Saudi Arabia’s
western Red Sea coast. With its
curious heritage and growing wealth
of attractions, this unassuming
coastal gem is fast becoming a mustvisit destination in its own right.
Visitors to Yanbu can traipse
along the town’s historic harbor,
enjoy Red Sea-caught fish prepared
in the local style, and explore the
recently restored Souq Al-Lail,

or night market, where they can
buy local dates, green mulukhiyah
leaves, as well as other sweets and
delicacies.
At night, the old harbor area
comes alive with locals flocking to
outdoor eateries overlooking the
tranquil waters, protected from
the waves by unspoilt coral reefs
that have long lured divers to the
coastline.
As one of the oldest ports on
the Red Sea, Yanbu has a history
reaching back at least 2,500

years, when it served as a crucial
staging post on the ancient spice
and incense route from Yemen to
Egypt and onward to the wider
Mediterranean.
Its strategic importance in the
world of commerce continues to
this day. Further south along the
coast from the idyllic old town is
an important petroleum shipping
terminal that is home to three
oil refineries, a plastics factory,
and several other petrochemical
plants.

While Yanbu has long enjoyed a
reputation as a place of commerce,
it is now developing into
something of a tourism hotspot.
“In the past, most tourists
were from Saudi Arabia, but now
we are getting more foreigners,
from France, Germany, and the
UK,” Ghazi Al-Enezi, who runs
the Riyadh-based operator Ghazi
Tours, told the media.
“Yanbu has been receiving many
visitors via cruises from Jeddah,
cities in Egypt and Jordan.”

Top UK School Opens With Pledge To ‘Motivate, Inspire’
Downe House, Riyadh’s first British
international school for girls, opened
on Thursday with a promise to inspire
a generation of young Saudi women to
take their place on the national and
world stage.
The school, one of the most highly
regarded for female students in
Britain, said that its Riyadh branch
will offer a global curriculum utilising
the latest education advances in the
developed world.
Downe House UK Principal
Emma McKendrick, who attended
the school’s opening ceremony, said:
“This is one of the most exciting
opportunities to create a rich school
to support the development of young
women in Saudi Arabia, who, I hope,
will go on to play a significant part in
society and global society.”
She told the media that the school

will seek to “foster cognitive and
intellectual curiosity, nurture talents
and interests outside the classroom,
open up to cultures and respect
others.”
The opening comes as part of a
Royal Commission for Riyadh City
program to bring international
teaching institutions to the capital.
A major project led by Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman is seeking to
attract global education organisations
to the Kingdom, in partnership with
the ministries of education and
investment.
Downe House School has over a 100
years of experience, and focuses on the
academic excellence and well-being
of female students, developing their
abilities and self-confidence in order
to contribute to the development of
their local and global community.

Neil Crompton, British ambassador
to Saudi Arabia, said that the opening
of a Downe House School branch in
the Kingdom is an affirmation of the
strong historic relations between
the UK and Saudi Arabia, as well
as a model for strengthening both
countries’ links in the education
sector.
“I think having the school here
is terrific news, and shows that the
relationship is flourishing between
the two kingdoms and has a lot of
commitment by both governments,”
Crompton said.
“Education is very important
and, historically, many Saudis come
to the UK to study. But I think it’s
nice to have the opportunity here,
as in the past year four British
schools were opened in Riyadh.
And Downe House is distinguished

for its education as it will be the first
independent British girls’ school
to open its doors in Saudi Arabia,
and we are proud to support this
journey,” he said.
Downe House Riyadh offers a
modern campus, with facilities
including libraries, open halls,
technical and scientific laboratories,
a music studio, a theater that can
accommodate 560 people, a major
sports academy, and an indoor
swimming pool designed by leading
Saudi female architects.
Faisal Al-Muammar, chairman of
Downe House Riyadh, expressed his
gratitude to the partners in RCRC,
the Ministry of Education, the
Ministry of Investment, and the
Ministry of Human Resources for
their support and vision to attract
the British school to Saudi Arabia.

Saudi Leaders Offer
Condolences Over
Passing Of UAE
President
Saudi
Arabia’s
King
Salman and Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman
yesterday expressed their
deepest condolences over
the passing of UAE President
Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed.
“King Salman and Prince
Mohammed bin Salman
received with great sadness
and sorrow the news of the
death of Sheikh Khalifa bin
Zayed, president of the UAE,”
Saudi Press Agency reported,
citing a statement from the
Royal Court.
The
UAE’s
Ministry
of
Presidential
Affairs
announced earlier on Friday
that Sheikh Khalifa had died
aged 73.
The king and crown prince
“expressed their deepest
condolences and sympathy
to the UAE government,
the Al-Nahyan family, the
Emirati people, and the Arab
and Islamic nations on the
death of a leader who gave a
lot to his people, his country
and the world,” the statement
added.
They affirmed that the
Kingdom and the Saudi people
share their sorrows with
the people in the Emirates,
and called for more security,
stability, and prosperity for
the UAE.
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The International Philharmonic Orchestra of Paris, in collaboration with the Saudi national orchestra, dazzled Riyadh on Wednesday. (Supplied)

Hawazin Al-Otaibi
Presents Her Work
At London Gallery
Weekend

Saudi artist Hawazin Al-Otaibi is
showcasing her work this week at
London Gallery Weekend from May
13-15.
The free three-day event, in its
second edition, hosts galleries from
around the world to provide visitors
with an opportunity to discover and
explore London’s world-class art scene
and celebrate the city’s diverse cultural
and creative communities.
Al-Otaibi is hosting a solo show,
titled “Soft Whispers,” that features
new works from her painting series
“Softboi.”
Her colourful imagery plays
with
ironic,
non-conforming
representations of masculinity in the
Arab world.
The painter draws her references
from early childhood memories of
Saudi cultural and religious books on
femininity, as well as the symbolism
associated with female purity, beauty,
chastity and vulnerability.
Curated by Lucia Rios Gonzalez, the
exhibition will take the form of a sitespecific installation.
Besides Al-Otaibi, London Gallery
Weekend presents work from artists
from across the region Middle East
and North Africa, including Nour
Jaouda from Libya, Nour El-Saleh
from Lebanon, Rachid Koraïchi from
Algeria, Laila Tara from Iran and
Ghada Amer and Iman Issa from
Egypt.

‘Voices Of Peace’ Concert Dazzles Riyadh
With Magical Performance Of Classics
International
Philharmonic
Orchestra of Paris, in collaboration
with the Saudi national orchestra,
dazzled Riyadh with a magical
concert called “Voices of Peace.”
The 26 European musicians
from the orchestra were led by the
ensemble’s founder, Amine Kouider,
who is a “UNESCO Artist for Peace.”
The concert was organised by the
Saudi Music Commission at the
Cultural Palace and was held in
celebration of Europe Day, part

of the European Cultural Month
festivities. It was intended as a
“unifying event, promoting the
values of peace, fraternity and
friendship.”
“It was a lovely evening and
we’re really lucky to have had this
opportunity to see a concert like this.
It was a multicultural mix of Arabs
and Europeans,” said Soukri Lhesan,
a Canadian resident of Riyadh.
“It was so nice to see different
countries working together in one

musical symphony, and I just love
how the performance was called
the ‘voices for peace’,” said Susene
Sasing, a resident of Riyadh from
the Philippines.
“Today we celebrate this day
with great joy. We share this with
our friends and our fellow Saudi
musicians who were kind enough
to welcome us nobly, and with such
warmth,” Algerian-born Kouider told
the media. “They played our music
with us and we, of course, played

their music with them. We were very
delighted that there was this artistic
and musical fusion.”
“Voices of Peace” brought together
20 musicians from the Saudi
National Orchestra, 30 singers from
the Saudi Arabia National Choir and
the members of the International
Philharmonic Orchestra to perform
together, the first time that the Saudi
orchestra and choir have performed
on stage with European classical
musicians.

Hungarian Composer Returns To Kingdom To Perform, Mentor Students
Hungarian composer and pianist
Gergely Boganyi has returned to Saudi
Arabia, where he originally drew his
inspiration to compose the 33-minute
full orchestra symphony dedicated to
AlUla.
“You know, it is easy to say that you
like a place, and there are several places
in the world that I like very much, but
there was only one place that I was
inspired by, to write a symphonic poem
for a full-size orchestra and that was
AlUla,” Boganyi said.
The musician and composer has
dedicated his career to performing
worldwide and passing on his knowledge
through mentoring.
During a visit to the Arab News
headquarters in Riyadh, Boganyi
discussed his love for performing in

the Kingdom, his creative composing
process, and his insights into the
growing music industry in Saudi Arabia.
Boganyi is also the inventor of the
Boganyi piano, the style of which
preserves the traditional integrity of
the instrument’s structure but uses
modern materials such as carbon fiber

composite in the design.
Boganyi played his creation in the
Kingdom during his first visit.
“It was absolutely amazing to come
here with our new piano, to present the
piano, and to play the first concert in
the history of Saudi Arabia back in 2017,
both in Riyadh and in Jeddah,” he said.

“It felt like I am a part of history …
and I tried to be humble and responsible
enough to fulfill this mission.”
On his first day back in Riyadh, the
maestro performed a concert at the
German Embassy, followed by a lecture
and master class for pianists at the
Saudi Music Commission.

Pre-Production Begun On Film ‘Norah’
Film AlUla, the Royal Commission
for AlUla’s movie agency, on
Thursday announced that preproduction had begun on the Saudi
feature film “Norah,” written and
directed by Tawfik Alzaidi.
Produced by Black Sugar
Pictures, and Nebras Films,

preparations have started, and
filming is set to get underway next
month with established producers
Paul Miller and Sharif Majali
onboard.
“Norah” will be the debut feature
from Saudi filmmaker Alzaidi, an
influential member of the new

cinema wave in the Kingdom.
The flick will also be the first
homegrown feature film to shoot
entirely in AlUla.
The movie is set in 1990s Saudi
Arabia, when conservatism was at
its height and all forms of art and
painting were banned.
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Confirmed: Emefiele Withdraws
From Presidential Race
To make official statement on Monday
Cross section of Nigerians beg Emefiele to continue for programme continuity

BY MUYIWA OYINLOLA AND DEBORAH MUSA, ABUJA

As Nigerians await the purported
“news” that the Central Bank of Nigeria,
CBN governor, Godwin Emefiele told
State House correspondents “will be”
after his closed door meeting with ,
impeccable sources have confirmed
to AljazirahNigeria that Emefiele has
withdrawn from the 2023 presidential
race.
It would be recalled Emefiele’s posters
announcing his presidential ambition
had flooded major cities in the country
and the Federal Capital Territory, FCT.
Subsequently on May 6, 2023, some
farmers’ associations and associates,
raised the sum of N100 million to
purchase the All Progressives congress,
APC’s Presidential Expression of Interest
and Nomination forms for Emefiele,
ahead of the party’s primary on May 31.
This generated a lot of controversies
as it elicited calls from different interest
groups and Nigerians for the resignation
or sack of Emefiele as the CBN Governor,
following his rumoured interest in the
2023 presidential election. Emefiele,
who said that he had not decided whether
to run or not, thanked farmers and
patriots for using their personal funds
to secure presidential nomination forms
of the APC. He, however, insisted that
he will use his personal funds from his
hard-earned savings of over 35 years in
banking to pay for the forms.
Prior to this, the CBN governor had in
what appeared to be a response to calls for
him to run for the country’s presidency in
2023, maintained that his focus at that
point in time was to formulate a robust
monetary policy and fight inflation which
is now a global problem.
But as Nigerians were at a crossroads as

to wheather he would express his interest
or not, President Muhammadu BUhari
had on Wednesday via a circular issued by
the Secretary to the Government of the
Federation, SGF, Boss Mustapha, directed
members of the Federal Executive
Council, FEC, and other political
appointees with political ambition such
as Emefiele to resign.
Meanwhile his lawyers, Mike
Ozekhome’s Chambers, said the banker
aspires to become Nigeria’s president and
participate as a candidate in the 2023
presidential election. A lawyer from the
chambers, Maliki Sylvanus, disclosed this
in an affidavit in support of Emefiele’s
originating summons filed before a
Federal High Court, Abuja Division and
marked FHC/ABJ/CS/610/2022.
This is contrary to Emefiele’s claim on
Friday that he is still waiting on God to

“

“We appreciate and
commend his efforts
in these regards as
Nigerians are yet to
see a CBN governor
whose programmes
have cut across
ethnic and social
barriers in such a
way as this.

take a decision on the matter. In the fourpage affidavit, Sylvanus, a senior counsel
in Mike Ozekhome’s Chambers, wrote,
“That the facts deposed to herein be
within my personal knowledge except as
otherwise stated, and was duly informed
by the plaintiff, Mr. Godwin Emefiele.
“That the plaintiff is Nigerian citizen,
economist, banker, and financial expert
who has been serving as the Governor of
the Central Bank of Nigeria since June 4,
2014.” Despite all these, an impeccable
source however told our reporter under
the conditions of anonymity that Godwin
Emefiele has decided to step down from
the race. “I can confidently tell you that
the CBN Governor has withdrawn from
the presidential race and shall make
his intentions known to the media on
Monday. While I will be silent on the
reasons behind this decision, I can
authoritatively tell you that a cross
section of farmers, businessmen and
women, Delta youths and elders, and his
fellow bankers especially those involved
with him on the Anchor Borrowers
Programme, ABP, as well as other
intervention programs have impressed
on him to withdraw from the presidential
race in order to see these intervention
programmes that have put smiles across
Nigerians to its logical conclusion.
“You will also recall that he himself had
told Nigerians who have overwhelmingly
supported him and expressed their desire
for him to become president come May
27, 2023 that he was waiting for god’s
direction to decide and that he was
committed to continue his job as the
governor of the central bank. He also
told State House correspondents after his
meeting with President Buhari that there
was no news yet there will be news. So
this is the news he will give to Nigerians

on Monday”.
Speaking on behalf of the youths and
elders of Delta, Emefiele’s home state,
a youth leader who gave his name as
Lucky Brisibe told this newspaper: “We
as concerned indigenes of Delta State are
of the opinion that he should continue
and complete his term as governor of the
CBN. This is because of his programmes
which have put smiles on the faces of
otherwise hopeless Nigerians and their
families, even as the programmes ease
the effects of the biting economy.
“We appreciate and commend his
efforts in these regards as Nigerians
are yet to see a CBN governor whose
programmes have cut across ethnic and
social barriers in such a way as this. That
is why we are of the opinion that he
completes his tenure doing these good
deeds that get to the grassroots. He has
done greatly and significantly well.
In a similar vein, a rice farmer in Yobe
said he as well as many others want
Emefiele to remain as the CBN governor
so that many more farmers and budding
business owners can benefit from his
intervention programmes. “It has been
long Nigerians have been this confused
and divided over the presidential
ambition of anyone because of his endless
list of good works. Both those who want
him to run for president and those who
want him to complete his tenure as CBN
governor hold such conflicting opinions
because of his good works for which
they want continuity. But as for me and
many others, we want him to compete his
tenure so that many more farmers and
business owners will benefit and rekindle
their hope in Nigeria”.
Nigerians await the final ‘verdict’ from
the CBN governor, Godwin Emefiele on
Monday.
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Go Digital,
Expert Urges
African
Universities

I’ll Restructure
Nigeria If Elected
President - Atiku
FROM OWEN AKENZUA, ASABA

Former vice president and a
presidential aspirant under
the Peoples Democratic Party,
PDP, Alhaji Atiku Abubakar
has pledged to restructure
the country if given the
opportunity to emerge as the
president of the country.
Atiku, who made the
pledge while addressing PDP
delegates at the Delta State
Government House, Asaba,
outlined other areas he would
focus attention on if given the
opportunity to preside over
the affairs of the nation to
include unity of the country,
insecurity, economy and
education, stressing that the
country was at a cross road
and needed an experienced
hand to navigate through.
He thanked delegates from
Delta for the support given
to him at the Port Harcourt
convention in 2019, and
appealed to them to vote for
him in the PDP presidential
convention billed for 28 and
29, this month in Abuja.
“We want to thank you very
much indeed, particularly for
the support that we received
from Delta in the last
primaries that took place in
Port Harcourt. We cherished
that support and we value
that support and we shall not
forget that support.
“Having said that, we have
come to another season of
elections in the country but
this season is unique because
Nigeria has never found itself
in this type of situation facing
numerous challenges.
“That was why when
l declared to run for the
presidential election this
time around, l identified five
key areas that this country
requires immediate attention.
“First of all, l identified
the lack of unity in our
country today. Why lack of
unity because we have the
government of APC which
does not identify with our
diversity, which does not
respect our diversity and
governs as if we all don’t
matter.
“And as a result of that, we
have a very divided country
and l said l will tackle this
disunity on the first day of
my presidency if elected,”
Abubakar said.
He called on delegates to
put competence and credibility
above money in casting their
votes for aspirants to fly the
flag of the party.
Speaking at the forum,
Governor Ifeanyi Okowa said
Atiku had the experience to
take the country out of the
challenges bedevilling the
nation, affirming that the
issue of restructuring was
germane to the people of
the Niger Delta region in the
choice of who should rule the
country in 2023.
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BY CHIKA MEFOR-NWACHUKWU

Senator Anthony Manzo All Progressive Congress Governorship aspirant from Taraba State left Submitting his
Nomination and Expression of Interest Form to the representative of the National Organizating Sec A P C Sabiu
Bello right at the International Conference Centre Abuja yesterday. PHOTO : TYOZENDA TYOAKAA

Sokoto Student Killing: Violence
Does Not Solve Problems - Buhari
BY OUR CORRESPONDENT

President
Muhammadu
Buhari has condemned the
killing of a 200-level student
of Shehu Shagari College of
Education, Sokoto, Deborah
Samuel, by a mob who
accused her of blaspheming
Prophet Muhammad (SAW).
The president, who made
his feelings known in a
statement issued yesterday
in Abuja, through his Senior
Special Assistant on Media
and Publicity, Malam Garba
Shehu, said the news of the
killing of the female student
by her fellow students was a

matter of concern.
According to him, the case
demands an impartial and
extensive probe into all that
happened before and during
the incident.
Buhari noted that Muslims
all over the world demanded
respect for the holy prophets,
including Isah (Jesus Christ)
and Muhammad (SAW), “but
where transgressions occur,
as alleged to be the case in
this instance, the law does
not allow anyone to take
matters into their hands.
“The constituted authority
must be allowed to deal with
such matters when they arise.

“No person has the right
to take the law in his or her
own hands in this country.
Violence has and never will
solve any problem.”
The president also directed
the Ministries of Information
and Culture, Police Affairs
and that of Communications
and Digital Economy to
work with GSM providers
and technology companies
to help contain the spread
of false and inflammatory
information through social
media.
While extending the
nation’s condolences to
the family of the deceased

student and wished all those
injured a quick recovery,
President Buhari commended
the immediate response to
the incident by the Sokoto
State government and urged
religious and community
leaders to call citizens’
attention to the need to
exercise the right to freedom
of speech responsibly.
He called for tampered
comments by the media
and calm among the
general population while
investigation is ongoing
to find out the remote and
immediate causes of the
incident.

Dangote Requires Additional N900bn To Complete Refinery
FROM ROTIMI ASHER, LAGOS

Chairman of Dangote
Industries,
Aliko
Dangote may not be able
to complete the much
anticipated refinery by
2023 as expected, because it
requires an additional N900
billion ($1.1 billion) before it
can be delivered.
Fitch, the world biggest
global rating agency, which
made this claim, alleged that
he Dangote was not capable
of completing the refinery
located in Lagos due to
financial constraint.
The agency claimed that
Dangote Industries has
limited financial flexibility
and suffers from weak
corporate
governance,
adding that, the existence of

a “complex group structure
with a large number of
related-party transactions’
will have a negative effect
on operational and financial
transparency.”
Fitch believes that the
government
sees
the
refinery, which Dangote
promised to commission
before the end of President
Muhammadu Buhari’s tenure
in May 2023, as the solution
to Nigeria’s perennial fuel
scarcity because it will end
the country’s dependence on
imported fuel.
According to the findings
of the agency, “The timeline
may not be achievable. Apart
from the country’s failing
economy, Dangote needs an
additional $1.1 billion (900
billion) naira to complete the

refinery.
“Dangote does not have
that amount of money as he
has invested all his cash and
even borrowed from lenders
to finance the refinery. The
lenders cannot give the
additional N900 billion to
complete the project as they
are already over exposed to
the project. So, the only way
Dangote can raise money is
through the sale of bonds by
Dangote cement, his cement
company.
“As a way out if he cannot
raise the money through the
sales of bonds. He can sell
some shares in his cement
company where he owns 86
per cent or he can sell some
refinery project stakes.
“Though, NNPC already
has 20 per cent of the stakes

at a cost of $2.5 billion, he
might be forced to sell more
stakes in the refinery if all the
options to get the additional
amount to complete the
project fails. Another option
is to raise the price of his
cement which may not be
the best because the country
is already grappling with
inflation,” Fitch said.
It added that the Dangote
project had gone too far
as far as the completion is
concerned and the Africa’s
richest man is racing against
time to ensure he delivers
the project. Failure to do so
will be catastrophic.
In concluding, Fitch is
of the opinion that the
earliest time Dangote
could complete the $19
billion project was 2024.

Head of International Affairs
of École Polytechnique
Fédérale de Lausanne,
EPFL, Switzerland, Dr.
Olivier Kuttel has called
on universities in Africa to
deepen digital education and
make it acceptable to their
societies in order to achieve
its desired impact.
Kuttel gave the charge
in Abuja while delivering
a keynote address at the
2022 African Centres of
Excellence, ACE, Regional
Conference with the theme,
‘Sustainable Integration of
Digital Education in the Post
Covid-19 Era.’
He said the biggest impact
on digital transformation
was Covid-19, adding that
online teaching was key for
his polytechnic to continue
its academic programmes
during the pandemic,
and therefore called on
universities to go digital,
taking into cognisance the
society they are serving,
adding that if the society
does not accept digitisation
of teaching, it’s not going to
work.
According to him, digital
technology has a huge
impact on education,
research, innovation and
the society, stating that
with digital technology, they
teach, do research, share
result and the impact is felt
by their society.
Earlier, the executive
secretary of National
Universities Commission,
NUC,
Prof
Abubakar
Rasheed said the NUC
had developed a blueprint
for revitalising education
in Nigeria, but after the
coming of Coronavirus, the
commission realised it had
to rethink its approach to
the delivery of instruction
by adopting sustainable
Integration of
digital
education.
Rasheed noted that one
of the blueprints was to
carry out a comprehensive
review of the curriculum,
and after 4 years with over
1200 academics involved,
the NUC has successfully reengineered the curriculum
of universities.
He disclosed that a memo
has been developed by the
commission and sent to the
Federal Executive Council,
FEC, for approval, adding
that the review includes the
unbundling of some courses.
According to him, mass
communication has been
unbundled into eight new
degree programmes that
will come on board, adding
that agriculture has also
been unbundled into several
degree programmes.
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2023: SDP New
Nat Chairman
Assures of
Transparent
Primaries

FG Commissions
76 Units
Housing
Estate For Civil
Servants In
Gombe

BY MBACHU GODWIN, ABUJA

Ahead of the 2023 general
elections, the new national
chairman of the Social
Democratic Party, SDP, Alhaji
Shehu Musa Gabam has
assured members of his party
and all aspirants of a free,
fair, transparent and credible
primary elections.
Gabam, a former national
secretary of the party,
swapped position with the
former national chairman, Dr
Olu Agunloye, who is now the
national secretary.
Speaking to newsmen
yesterday at the party’s
national secretariat in Abuja,
Gabam, who disclosed that the
party would adopt the indirect
mode of conducting its primary
elections, said it had no plan
to impose consensus on the
aspirants.
“Consensus is not our
focus, we are going for indirect
primaries, we are not going to
force consensus arrangement
on any aspirant,” he said.
Gabam, who said his party
had been repositioned to
wrestle power from the ruling
All Progressives Congress,
APC, said the party had been
harvesting decampees from
the two major political parties
in the country.
“The SDP is the party to
beat in the 2023 general
election, by every definition
and standard there is no party
that Nigerians are surging
on like the SDP,” he said, as
he dismissed insinuations
in certain quarters that a
frontline presidential aspirant
under the platform of the APC
might have concluded plans to
decamp to the SDP if he failed
to secure the ruling party’s
ticket.
“These are speculations.
I don’t talk on speculation;
I won’t be part of rumour
mongers,” he added.
Speaking on the call by the
Inter Party Advisory Council,
IPAC, for the Independent
National Electoral Commission,
INEC, to extend the timeline
for submission of candidates’
names by two months, Gabam
argued that such would help
the parties to streamline and
fine-tune the process, adding
that it would equally help
INEC more in doing their job.
“The decision for extension
was unanimously agreed by
the 18 political parties as
presented to INEC by IPAC
chairman The reason was
established in that letter.
Extension will do well for the
INEC and the parties. Less
than one month or two weeks
extension will be okay, but if
INEC does not extend it we are
okay in SDP,” he concluded.

BY ABAH ADAH, ABUJA

Cross section of choir at the ongoing “Prevailing Power” program at the Deeper Life Bible Church, Bwari Region,
FCT Abuja yesterday. PHOTO: TYOZENDA TYOAKAA

PDP Has Dug Its Own Grave By
Jettisoning Zoning – PANDEF
FROM OWEN AKENZUA, ASABA

Pan Niger Delta Forum,
PANDEF, has described as
unfortunate the decision
of the National Executive
Committee, NEC, of the
Peoples Democratic Party,
PDP, to uphold the Governor
Samuel Ortom Committee’s
recommendation to throw
open the contest for the party’s
2023 presidential ticket.
The forum noted that by this
decision, the PDP had simply
dug its own grave.
“Sadly, this is a party whose

constitution unequivocally
commits to the policy of
rotation and zoning of party
and public elective offices in
pursuance of the principles of
equity, justice and fairness,”
the forum noted.
In a statement signed by its
national publicity secretary,
Mr Ken Robinson, a copy made
available to our correspondent,
PANDEF observed that the
opinion that the PDP was
not obligated to zone its
presidential ticket for the 2023
election was preposterous and

illogical, “likewise, the implied
consideration is that it’s only
a northern candidate that can
secure victory for the party in
the 2023 presidential election.
“Do we need to remind the
PDP that former Presidents
Olusegun Obasanjo and
Goodluck Jonathan are not
northerners, who both won
presidential elections for the
PDP in 1999, 2003, and 2011
respectively?
“It bears stating that the
presidency is not the presidency
of a party; it is the presidency of

Nigeria. The fact that President
Muhammadu Buhari is of the
All Progressives Congress is
extraneous.
“PANDEF expects the
All Progressives Congress
to take advantage of the
awful indiscretion of the
PDP to consolidate itself as
a truly nationalistic party,
committed to the unity, peace
and progress of Nigeria, by
ensuring the emergence
of a southern presidential
candidate for the 2023
elections.

To Be President Of Nigeria Is Not Physical Combat - Tinubu
FROM SAMSON ALFA, MINNA

Frontline presidential aspirant
under the All Progressives
Congress, APC, and former
governor of Lagos State, Bola
Ahmed Tinubu has said to be
the president of the Federal
Republic of Nigeria is not
about physical combat.
Tinubu, who stated this
yesterday at the Niger State
Government House, Minna,
while
addressing
APC

delegates, condemned in
strong terms those who label
him as too old or sick to be the
president of Nigeria.
“Those accusing me have
empty brains, because to be
be the president of Nigeria is
not all about physical combat
or to climb mountains or
engage in wrestling, or to
carry concrete blocks. We
are looking for a thinker
who will turn the economy
of this country around for

purposeful prosperity,” he
said.
Tinubu posited that most
of the other presidential
aspirants do not have medical
certificate or have the brain to
think good for the country.
“(They are) pretending
to have knowledge that can
prosper Nigeria like me who
have produced members of
House Of Representatives,
senators, House Of Assembly
members, ministers and

governor’s but they are
pointing accusing fingers on
me. I prayed God forgives
them.
“I am not aspiring for the
president of this country just
because of what I want to eat,
but to create and promote
ideas that will better the
wellbeing of the people of
Nigeria. I have what it takes
in terms of smartness better
than others,” the presidential
hopeful boasted.

ITF, Partners NGO To Train 32 Physically Challenged On Skills Acquisition
BY LADI PATRICK-OKWOLI

In fulfilling its mandate of
promoting skills acquisition
in the country, the
Industrial Training Fund,
ITF, in partnership with
Sightsavers, an international
non-governmental
organisation that promotes
disability rights, has trained
and graduated 32 Nigerians
on different skills.

The
skills
include
computer hardware, event
management,
catering,
phone repair, photography
and poultry management.
Speaking at the graduation
ceremony in Abuja yesterday,
director-general of the
ITF, Sir Joseph Ari stated
that the agency had made
the training of physically
challenged
persons
a
priority.

“Among the 34 that
started the training, only
two couldn’t continue,
therefore, making the
graduands 32.
“There is a physically
challenged Act today in
Nigeria, therefore as an agency
that caters for the growth
and development of youths
and women through skills
acquisition, we have decided to
focus on our attention on the

physically challenged so they
can acquire different skills
and contribute their quota to
national development because
we believe there is ability in
disability,” he said.
The DG, who was
represented by ITF’s Kaduna
area manager, Yahaya Manu,
also charged the graduands
to make good use of their
start up parks provides to
them by the agency.

Federal Government
has commissioned
76 units of housing
estate to be allocated
to civil servants in
Gombe State.
According to a
statement
from
the
headquarters
of the Ministry of
Works and Housing
in Abuja, President
M u h a m m a d u
Buhari, represented
by the Minister of
Communications
and Digital Economy,
Isa Ali Pantami,
commissioned the
housing
estate
located at old Mile 3
in the Gombe State
capital on Thursday.
The
president
disclosed that the
land was obtained
by
the
federal
government in 2016
from the government
of Gombe State,
where two and threebedroom houses were
built for sale to civil
servants to pay on
installments.
He promised that
a second phase of
such houses would
be built too in order
to provide shelter to
more civil servants.
Also
speaking,
the
Minister
of
Works and Housing,
Babatunde Fashola,
represented by Arc.
Usman Bashir, the
Zonal
Director,
National
Housing
Programme, North
East in the ministry,
said the federal
government
was
building
similar
houses in many
states that provided
land.
Speaking earlier,
the governor of
Gombe
State,
M u h a m m e d
Inuwa
Yahaya,
represented by the
deputy
governor,
Dr Manasseh Jato,
commended
the
federal government
for
providing
houses to residents
of the state to
cushion the effect
of its overstretched
houses.
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Thousands Of Scorpions Inside Abandoned House

A video showing a house
filled with thousands of
scorpions has taken the
internet by storm. Shared
on Reddit, the clip shows
thousands of invertebrates
crawling around a house
that has been described as
“abandoned” in the caption.
The origin of the video
or where it was recorded is
still unclear, but the clip has
surely given chills up and
down internet users’ spines.
The post has been upvoted
over 33,000 times, with
netizens saying the scene is
the “stuff of nightmares”.
Internet users have
explained that the species
of scorpion in the video is
Tityus Serrulatus, which is
native to Brazil. “They are
parthenogenic,
meaning

they can give birth without
mating so that will explain
their numbers,” another
user said. One Redditor even
hilarious suggested using
ultraviolet light to make the
scorpions glow.
Meanwhile, it is to mention
that according to Newsweek,
scorpions are part of the class
Arachnida and are closely
related to spiders, mites and
ticks. There are around 2,000
species of scorpions, but
only 30 to 40 of them have
venom strong enough to kill
humans.
Citing Mayo Clinic,
Newsweek
reported
that young children and
older humans are most
susceptible to the effects of
scorpion venom and that
deaths from the stings are

a significant public health
problem in areas where
access to medical care is
limited. The Deathstalker

scorpion is described as
one of the world’s deadliest
scorpions due to a tail full
of venom, while the bark

scorpion is described as the
only domestic species with
venom potent enough to
cause severe symptoms.

skin varies according on
the habitat, ranging from
black with white streaks to
a uniform brownish grey.
It mostly eats other

snakes, including its own
kind. It rarely hunts other
vertebrates, such as rodents
and lizards, unlike other
snakes.

US Cat Wrongly Fined For
Trespassing
A woman in the United States won
a three-year court battle against her
cat, receiving $125,000 (Rs 95 lakh) in
settlement.
A woman in the United States won
a three-year court battle against her
cat, receiving $125,000 (Rs 95 lakh)
in settlement. This includes $30,000
(Rs 23 lakh) in fines over the years for
claims that her cat Miska “trespassed
and taunted other pets in the
neighbourhood”.
According to Newsweek, the case
against Anna Danieli’s cat dates back
to 2019 when neighbours in her
Washington locality claimed that Miska
was freely roaming and harassing

animals. Miska was also once taken
from Ms Danieli by animal control
and forced to spend time in “kitty jail”,
reported local news station Fox 11.
Ms Danieli were also asked to pay
penalties. So, she decided to a lawsuit
against government entities, hoping
to receive reimbursement. She alleged
“governmental overreach” in the
lawsuit.
“This case was about the unjustified
and incredible prosecution of a
domestic house cat in Bellevue,” Jon
Zimmerman, Danieli’s attorney, told
Fox 11.”This was really an historic
settlement involving a cat in the state
of Washington.”

Thirsty Cobra Drinks
Water From Good
Samaritan’s Glass
A video of a black cobra
snake sipping water from a
glass held by a man is going
viral on social media.
The video of the
venomous snake was posted
by a person in response to
IFS officer Susanta Nanda’s
Twitter post, which showed
a monkey and few ducklings
sharing watermelon. “Love
to share,” Mr Nanda said in
his tweet.
A user named Ncsukumar
then responded with a video
of a cobra drinking water.
He captions the video as,
“Monkey and ducklings
are eating watermelon and
here you are watching the
king cobra actually drinking
water from a glass held in
the hand. They too have to
be hydrated then and there.
But they don’t open the
mouth to drink water there

is a small nostril through
which they suck water.”
The post is old, with the
user replying to Ms Nanda
in August last year. But it
is again going viral since
it’s the summer season and
very few people actually
hope to see a thirsty cobra
snake.
Though it’s natural for
every animal to drink water
to keep itself cool during
extreme heat, this particular
video has sent chills down
the spine of internet users.
“Unbelievable, looks quite
huge, looking at the tail
behind,” a user wrote in the
comment.
“Need lot of courage to
do this,” while another
commented about the man
who is holding the cup.
With an average length
of 3.18 to 4 metres (10.4

to 13.1 ft) and a maximum
length of 5.85 metres, the
king cobra is the world’s
longest venomous snake
(19.2 ft). The colour of its
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Helpers Stop Car
With Bare Hands
For Woman
Having Medical
Episode
Internet is hailing a group of
good samaritans who helped
a woman in the United
States during a medical
episode while driving her
car. The incident took place
in Florida on May 5 and
its video was posted on
YouTube by Boynton Beach
Police Department, BBPD.
The video starts with the
woman’s car slowly entered
the traffic intersection at
Congress Avenue when the
light is red. Her co-worker,
who is also seen driving
alongside, races across the
street waving her arms to
get the attention of other
motorists.
The police said that the
co-worker saw the woman
“slumping over” her steering
wheel.
Seeing the woman
running on the road asking
for help, several people got
out of their cars and worked
together to stop the moving
vehicle.
The video further shows
one woman grabbing a
dumbbell from her car and
handing it over to a man
who uses it to smash the
passenger’s side window of
the car which by then has
come to a complete halt.
Another man then jumps
inside the car through the
smashed window to unlock
the passenger’s side door.
The group of men and
women then enter the car
and check the condition of
the woman before pushing
her car away, as seen at the
end of the video.
The police said that these
good samaritans took the car
to a nearby 7-Eleven parking
lot where a nurse who was on
the phone with 911 provided
medical attention until the
fire department arrives.
“Watch as a group of Good
Samaritans spring into
action to help a woman who
suffered a medical episode
while driving on Woolbright
Road. We want to reunite
them with the woman whose
life they saved,” the BBPD
said on its Twitter handle,
posting an email address
and urging the public to send
them any details regarding
these people.
CBS12 News later got
in touch with the woman,
who they identified as West
Palm Beach resident Laurie
Rabyor.
“Thank you so much.
I don’t know how to
thank you. I wish I was a
millionaire, so I could buy
y’all a boat,” she told the
news outlet on Wednesday.
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2023: Bauchi
Assembly Aspirant
Promises Quality
Representation

Alleged
Blasphemy: Cleric
Condemns killing
Of Sokoto College
Student

A’IBOM

OSUN

BY GODWIN MBACHU, ABUJA

House of Assembly aspirant
for the Azare/Madangala
state constituency of Bauchi
State, under the platform of
the Social Democratic Party,
SDP , Hon Ahmad Shehu NaAllah has promised to offer
quality representation to his
constituency if elected.
Hon Na-Allah spoke to
newsmen yesterday at the SDP
national secretariat , Abuja,
after obtaining the party’s
expression of interest and
nomination forms for the state
House of Assembly election.
The aspirant, who disclosed
that he was in the race to
contribute his quota to the
development of the state as
well as provide positive change
to his constituency, added that
he had the right expertise and
credentials to represent the
constituency.
Unfolding his agenda, NaAllah stated that he would
focus on youth empowerment,
educational development and
more importantly, youth
inclusiveness and participation
in politics.
He, however, urged the
electorate to elect competent
and credible persons who
would bring positive change

Face Your Campaigns,
Akeredolu Tells
Aspirants
ONDO

BY FUNSO OJO, AKURE

Ondo State governor, Rotimi
Akeredolu has warned all
aspirants for various political
offices in the state to face their
campaigns rather than trying
to give the party a bad name .
The governor was reacting
to allegations from some party
members that candidates were
being propped to be imposed
on the All Progressives
Congress, APC, ahead of the
party primaries in the state.
His
reaction
was
contained in a press
statement signed by his
chief press secretary, Mr
Richard Olabode and made
available to newsmen in
Akure.
The governor said he
would rather give guidance
and provide leadership
than outright imposition
of candidates on the party.
According
to
the
statement, “It is important
to set the record straight and
reassure genuine members
of the APC in the state
that Governor Akeredolu
would rather give guardian
and provide leadership
than outright imposition of
candidates on the party.

FROM RICHARD AKINTADE, OSOGBO

From left: Chief Executive Director, Chapel Hill Denham, Bolaji Balogun; Chief Executive Director, EnterpriseNGR,
Obi Ibekwe; Chief Executive Director, Coronation Merchant Bank, Banjo Adegbohungbe, during the inauguration
of Youth of Enterprise (YOE) in Lagos on Friday. PHOTO: ATOLAGBE BABATUNDE/JMH/NAN

We’re Ready to Pull Down Estates
Obstructing Waterways - FCTA
FCT
BY ISMAILA JIMOH, ABUJA

Sequel to the negative
rating of the Federal
Capital Territory, FCT,
in the 2022 Annual
Flood Outlook, the FCT
Administration
who
appears not to be happy
about the rating has vowed
to ensure it carry out its
planned demolition of any
estates illegally developed
on waterways.
Coordinator,
Abuja
Metropolitan Management
Council, AMMC, Shuaib
Umar
restated
this
yesterday
during
a
stakeholders meeting with
both management and

Residents Associations of
Trademore Estate.
“By next week all these
houses are going down.
The solution to this is the
removal of these houses.
We won’t like ourselves at
the detriment of others.
“Even a single house
could cause problem for so
many people, if that single
house is not constructed
where it is suppose to be
constructed,” Umar stated.
Also,
the
director
of
Department
of
Development
Control,
Muktar Galadima, who led
a demolition squad to one
of the offending estates in
Lugbe District, said it was
appalling that developers

were jeopardising people’s
lives.
Galadima noted that the
Valley Hub Estate in Lugbe
that is already under the
fire of angry bulldozers,
violated development rules
by illegally expanding and
building on green area.
He also said over
20 houses built along
waterways at Trademore
Estate and others would be
demolished as scheduled,
after the ultimatum given
to them.
“Now is the moment;
those houses marked for
removal are going.
“Anything that would
come after can be resolved.
The first thing now is to save

lives and properties.
“This demolition will not
only be limited to Trade
More Estate, even the
downstream we are going
to remove all the houses
that are on the flood plain,”
Galadima said.
Meanwhile,
a
representative
of
Trademore Estate, Arc.
Ifeanyi Uzoigwe said there
was need for FCTA to
evaluate a dam located at
Alieta, a community before
Lugbe, which has collapsed
and is contributing to the
flooding.
Uzuigwe added that
some of the water channels
within the area need to be
expanded urgently.

Ondo: NOA Director Condemns Teenage Pregnancy,
Urges Parents To Be Watchful
ONDO
FROM FUNSO OJO, AKURE

Ondo State director of
the National Orientation
Agency, NOA, Mrs Adelayo
Adefolalu has
berated
the spate at which many
parents had shirked their
responsibilities in the
upbringing of children,
especially the girl-child.
Mrs Adefolalu said the
agency had embarked
on several sensitisation

programmes to educate
the young ones and their
parents on the consequences
of immoral acts.
“The ugly scenes of
teenage girls parading
themselves in the streets
at night as sex hawkers is
worrisome, and these have
led to unwanted pregnancy,
chronic infections , abortion
and untold hardship in some
families.
“We should try and catch
them young at this point

in time of their lives by
teaching them the right
things.
“My advice is that parents
and guardians should teach
the children morals, values
and integrity. They should
be honest and be upright in
everything they do.
“Some of them are even
ignorant of sex education.
Some parents are shying
away from telling their
children about sex, lust and
love, which should not be so.

i think one should let the
children know what is sex
and the consequences of
getting pregnant at early
age so when the parents do
this I think we’ll have lesser
children getting pregnant, ”
she said.
The NOA boss further
said parents must know the
friends their children keep,
monitor their activities and
schools must also live up
to their responsibilities as
socialisation agents.

As reactions continue
to trail the murder of
a 200 level student of
Shehu Shagari College
of Education, Sokoto,
Deborah Yakubu, by a
mob who accused her of
blasphemy to Prophet
Muhammed, the general
overseer of the Holy
Ghost Power Assembly,
Bishop Sola Olubadejo
has described the act as
evil, cruel, inhuman and
barbaric.
In a press statement
personally signed and
made available to newsmen
in Osogbo, Osun State,
yesterday, the cleric called
on the Sokoto State
government,
security
agencies and authorities
of the institution to work
harmoniously in bringing
the perpetrators of the
dastardly act to book.
While commiserating
with the family of
the deceased, Bishop
Olubadejo urged students
of higher institutions
across the world to shun
violence and social vices,
adding that the culprits of
the evil act must be made
to face the wrath of the law.
“I condemn in strong
terms the unwarranted
killing
of
Deborah
Yakubu, a 200 level Home
Economics student of
Shehu Shagari College of
Education, Sokoto.
“The ugly incident is
shocking and devastating
while the culprits must
be exposed and brought
to book as a matter of
urgency.
“Students should not
engage in illegitimate
acts and as such, the
ugly incident must be
thoroughly investigated
by the authority of the
institution in collaboration
with the security agents
in order to bring the
perpetrators to book.
“I also want to admonish
parents and guardians to
instil good moral values in
their children and wards so
as to build a good society,”
he said.
Stressing that Islam and
Christianity do not support
violence, Olubadejo called
on all Nigerians to embrace
peace and unity.
Miss Yakubu was stoned
to death and her body
set ablaze by her fellow
students on campus on
Thursday morning, over
allegation of blasphemy
against the Islamic prophet
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Cleric Advocates
Muslim-Christian
Tickets In 2023
NIGER
FROM SAMSON ALFA, MINNA

New elected chairman of the
Niger State chapter of the
Christian Association of Nigeria,
CAN, Rt. Rev. Bulus Yohana has
called for Muslim-Christian
tickets at all levels in the 2023
general elections.
Bishiop Yohana asked all
political parties to ensure
fairness, Justice and equity in
electing their flag-bearers in the
coming elections, noting that
Muslim-Christian tickets would
ensure unity, particularly in the
governorship elections.
He declared that any political
party that abides by this would
get massive votes from the
Christian faith.
According to him, “Any party
that abides by this will get
massive votes from the Christian
faith.”
The new CAN chairman
also expressed concerns over
the insecurity in parts of the
state and appealed to Governor
Abubakar Sani Bello to act fast to
curb the menace.
“We call on the federal and
state governments to intensify
efforts in bringing the challenges
of insecurity to an end,” he
appealed.

CVR: 13,600
Registrations In
Zamfara Invalid - INEC
NIGER
FROM AHMAD IBRAHIM, GUSAU

Independent
Electoral
Commission, INEC, has declared
that 1,126,359 out of 2,523,458
Permanent Voters Cards, PVCs,
that were registered online
between June and December
2021 invalid.
This was made known by
the state Resident Electoral
Commissioner, REC, Professor
Sa’idu Babura, while addressing
newsmen at the state INEC office
in Gusau.
“After the authentication
exercise, it was discovered that
out of the 2,523,458 registrants
nationwide, 1,390,519 are valid
while 1,126,359 are invalid in
Zamfara State 19,469 are valid
while 13,600 are invalid.
“This means that 44.6 per
cent of all those who registered
between June and December
2021 are in multiple registration,”
Prof. Babura said.
Speaking further, the REC said
in Zamfara State, as at December
2021, only 33,009 people had
registered online, pointing out
that only 19,469 among the
registered voters were valid
while 13,600, representing 41.1
percent, were invalid.
He noted that there were 2,516
polling units in the state in 2019,
but with the addition of 1,013
polling units, the figure had now
risen to 3,529.
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Mother Of Four Caught With Human Skull In Edo
NIGER
FROM IKHILI EBALU, BENIN CITY

Mother of four caught with
human skull in Benin City,
Edo State, Mrs. Josephine
Adun has advised other
women not to involve in
the selling of human parts,
no matter the financial
involvement, saying it is
evil.
Mrs. Adun gave the
advice while being paraded
by the Edo State Police
Command, alongside other
16 criminal suspects in
Benin City.
“I want to use this
medium to advise other

women, mothers not to sell
human parts to anybody
whether boy or man or
girl, no matter how much
the person promises to
give you. I have learnt my
lessons,” she said.
Speaking on her level
of involvements, the
suspect, a divorcee, said
one Goodluck Charity
approached her for human
skull which she sold to
him for N40, 000, having
bought it for N8,000 from
someone she claimed
works at the cemetery.
The woman, who deals
in traditional items, added
that for a good job delivery,
Goodluck gifted her extra

N5,000.
She said she sold the
human skull to Goodluck in
February but was arrested
in May, having warned him
not to involve her in any
form of troubles.
Speaking on his roles
in the saga, 29-year-old
Goodluckan, a heavy duty
operator, said he was
asked by a herbalist to get
a human skull for sacrifice,
to enable him to be more
prosperous in his business
The herbalist, Olusola
Oyowokemi said Goodluck
approached him that he
needed a soap and he
advised him to get a human
skull for him to get the

ritual done.
The 42 years old herbalist
said two months later,
Goodluck came to him with
the human skull which he
used for the ritual.
The Edo State Police
Commissioner,
Abutu
Yaro, who spoke through
the state public relations
officer, Kontong Bello, said
the command would not
allow criminal elements
to take over the state but
would do everything its
power to protect lives and
property of the citizens of
the state.
Yaro said the command
would work within the
ambit of the laws.

Nasarawa Health College Inducts 62
Laboratory Technologists
ZAMFARA
FROM DAVID CHRISTOPHER, LAFIA

Nasarawa State’s College
of Health Science and
Technology, NCHST, Keffi
has inducted 62 Medical
Laboratory
Science
Technology graduates with
a task on them to adhere
strictly to professional and
ethics.
Delivering his speech at
its ninth induction and oath
taking ceremony, provost
of the college, Dr. Suleiman
Abdullahi
Mohammad
said the college is currently
operating 10 departments,
including Medical Laboratory
Technicians,
and
had
maintained a stronghold
among departments of the
college over the years.
He added that the college
had
matured
through

smooth transition of several
heads of departments since
its establishment in 1999
and had graduated over 750
technicians who were already
engaged all over health
facilities in the state and the
country at large.
The provost further
disclosed that the college
was in collaboration with
the National Board for
Technical Education, NBTE,
and three courses were
given accreditation while
others were in the process
with the Ladoke Akintola
University,
Ogbomosho,
as well as Ahmadu Bello
University, Zaria, and the
Nasarawa States University,
Keffi, among other learning
institutions across the
country.
He stated that after
addressing the relocation

SANI

hindrances such as light,
water, lecture halls, furniture
among others, the college
had now moved to its
permanent site, a situation
that has created a conducive
atmosphere for teaching and
learning activities as well as
other collaborations.
“We have done our best to
raise you as the state’s nation
and Africa’s hope for better
today as such do your best to
manifest these virtures and
excel and remember that
values of teamwork are sine
qua non for optimum health
care delivery services and
should be uphold by all and
be team players.
“I urge you to proceed
from here with deliberated
glow not about your current
achievements but also with
the realization that what
lies ahead is far greater

that can be imagined. Let
me quickly add that you
must instantly dismiss
unnecessary
agitations
and complaints without
proposed situation that are
well throughout,” he said.
Performing the induction of
the graduants, the registrar
of the Medical Laboratory
Science Council of Nigeria,
MLSCN, Dr. Toans Irabor
tasked the inductees on
the need to strictly uphold
their professional ethnics,
warning that the council
would not tolerate any sharp
practices or cutting corners
in the discharge of their
duties, which he described as
highly critical and significant
in the healthcare delivery
service and all other fields of
human endeaviours.

CHANGE OF NAME

I, formerly known and addressed as FATIMA AMINU
KAURANMATA, now wish to be known and addressed
as FATIMA AMINU SANI. All former documents remain
valid. National Postgraduate Medical College of Nigeria
and the general public should please take note.

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is a public apology to MS BARIVURE N, KPAKOL
Female that the publication made on the 1st day of July,
2020 in the RIVCOHSMAT Whatsapp GROUP by MR
AZAKA TOMBRA LAWRENCE is false, the general public
and to whom it may concern should please TAKE NOTE.

CONFIRMATION OF NAME

My name was wrongly captured as AJAYI FAITH
OLAIYA with D.O.B 24/08/1994. instead of
AJAYI FAITH. My correct DOB is 24/08/1997.
All former documents remain valid. The general
public should please take note.

CORRECTION OF NAME

This is to inform the general public that my name was
wrongly written as BOSCO LUCKY instead of BOBRAEBIOWEI LUCKY EBIOWEI, That my correct name is
BOBRAEBI-OWEI LUCKY EBIOWEI. All former documents
remain vaild. The general public please take note.

CONFIRMATION OF NAME

This is to confirm that the names OLODIAMA JEBBA
JOSEPH JEBBA and JOSEPH OLODIAMAKEME JEBAA
refers to one and same person; but now wish to be
addressed as JOSEPH OLODIAMAKEME JEBBA. All former
documents remain valid. The general public take note.
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Kwara Reduces
Malaria
Prevalence To
Below National
Average
KWARA
FROM ABDUL SALAUDEEN, ILORIN

Kwara State governor,
A b d u l R a h m a n
AbdulRazaq
says
his
administration
has reduced malaria
prevalence to below
national average, by
injecting more than
N150million
into
the
State
Malaria
Elimination Programme.
He asserted that the
government’s
action
assisted the ‘Malaria
Free Kwara Initiative’
and elevated the state’s
status in the National
Malaria
Elimination
Programme.
A b d u l R a z a q
stated this at a book
distribution
to
commemorate the World
Malaria Day 2022,
organised by wife of the
governor, Mrs Olufolake
AbdulRazaq, in Ilorin,
the state capital.
The governor said
prioritised investment
in the health and
environment sector in
the state had yielded
a seven percent drop
in malaria prevalence,
which is below the
national average of 23
percent, according to the
World Malaria Report
2021.
Represented by his
deputy, Mr Kayode
Alabi,
Governor
AbdulRazaq said the
state was getting closer
to eliminating malaria
with
the
strategic
contributions by the
first lady to disseminate
the highly informative
and educative book, End
Malaria.
He
congratulated
the author, Funmilayo
Braithwaite, members
of the Ajike People
Support Centre, and
collaborators in the fight
against malaria.
“I, therefore, urge
us all to utilise these
opportunities effectively
to bring back a ‘clean
and healthy Kwara’
where diseases causing
germs will have no
hiding place.
“I equally appeal to us
to avail ourselves of the
benefits of the free and
insurance-supported
health care systems to
treat ourselves when we
become sick.
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Strike Action And Effects On Nigerian Students
BY CHIKA MEFOR-NWACHUKWU

Academic Staff Union of Universities, ASUU,
recently extended its ongoing strike by 12
weeks.
In a statement by the ASUU president,
Prof. Emmanuel Osodeke, said this was
to give the government enough time to
satisfactorily resolve all the outstanding
issues.
ASUU said it took this decision after
its National Executive Council meeting
where it reviewed developments since the
Union declared an eight-week total and
comprehensive roll-over strike action at the
end of its emergency NEC meeting in Abuja
on March 14, 2022.
The two key issues the union is
demanding before suspending its action
are: renegotiation of the 2009 Federal
Government-ASUU agreement bordering
on the working conditions of Nigerian
academics and deployment of the University
Transparency and Accountability Solution
,UTAS.
Besides, while the ASUU was into the
second round of its warning strike, other
staff unions in the university system also
downed tools to aggravate the already joked
situation.
These include, the Senior Staff Association
of Nigerian Universities ,SSANU, the National
Association of Academic Technologists
,NAAT, and the Non-Academic Staff Union
of Education and Allied Institutions ,NASU.
While the National Association of
Academic Technologists ,NAAT, has recently
called off its strike, another staff Union has
joined in the strike action; the Academic Staff
Union of the Polytechnics ,ASUP, has this
week declared a two-week warning strike
which will begin on Monday, May 16, 2022.
The declaration of strike came after the
expiration of the one month ultimatum by
ASUP to the Federal Government on April 4,
which expired on May 4.
Speaking after its emergency National
Executive Council, NEC, meeting in Abuja,
the President of ASUP, Anderson Ezeibe, said
that the decision to proceed on strike was as a
result of the government inability to address
their nine points demands.
The national president revealed that the
union was being considerate by declaring just
two weeks of strike as it has been patiently
waiting on the government to act on its
demands.
Among the demands of the union are the
non-release of the approved revitalisation
fund for the sector, non-release of arrears
of the new minimum wage, non-release of
the reviewed normative instruments for the
institution/management and programmes
accreditation.
Other demands include the delay in the
appointment of reactors, non-release of
the scheme of service for polytechnics,
continued victimization of union officers,
among others.

While ASUP has already joined the action,
the teachers under the aegis of Colleges of
Education Academic Staff Union ,COEASU,
are on the verge of doing the same.
The union had accused the government of
non commitment to resolution of colleges
of education sub-sector challenges and
has given the federal government a 21day ultimatum to address challenges in the
colleges or face total shutdown of academic
activities in the schools.
Many have described the ongoing strike as
one strike too many blaming the duo of the
ASUU members and the Federal government.
Recall that when two elephants fight, the
grass suffers. In the case of the loggerhead
between the federal government and the
different unions, it is the Nigerian students
that are bearing the brunt with the additional
years in school; years they would have used

“

This very week that ASUU
declares another three
month of strike hasn’t
been easy for me

to start up life and achieve big in life.
One of the students who spoke to
AljazirahNigeria, Mary Ike stated that with
the strike action, she will end up staying in
school for five years or more instead of the
four years she was supposed to stay.
A student of Mass Communication in the
University of Nigeria, Nsukka, Ike added
that the plans she had for her life are being
derailed by the incessant strike actions.
“When I gained admission, I already
mapped and planned how things would
work for me. When I will graduate and what
I will do after that but with this, everything
is in disarray. Nigeria is a dream killer“, she
lamented.
Also speaking another student, who simply
identified himself simply as Issac Monday
lamented that the strike action has not only
meant extra years in school but also an extra
budget of money.
“When the ASUU strike started, I thought
it would be called off soon but now it has
been extended. My rent is reading and I am
not there. Soon the rent will expire and I need
to pay money again. I am a final year student
and had budgeted that this will be the last
rent I will pay but as things are going now, I
see that it won’t be the last”, he said.
Monday stated that students not only have
to budget for additional money for rent but
for feeding; things that would have been
averted if the federal government and the
union had settled their differences.

Many students have also complained that
they are battling with depression and anxiety.
They complained that staying at home and
not doing anything has taken a toll on their
mental health.
“This very week that ASUU declares
another three month of strike hasn’t been
easy for me. I have been at home doing
nothing. I keep thinking. I am depressed.
I don’t know what to do,” Bumi Olayinka,
lamented.
Olayinka who has already graduated and is
waiting for compulsory youth service, stated
that the strike action by the union has put a
hult to that.
While Olayinka is complaining about
boredom, some other students have found
some jobs where they earn stipends to
take care of their needs. While this act is
commendable, an education expert, Chidi
Ndukwe said that some of the students will
lose interest in education as the only thing
their eyes will be on is on the money.
“I have seen a student who began to earn
a lot during the strike action. When the
strike was called off, the student went back
to school but could not concentrate. Did you
know that this student went back to his job
and forget education?” he said.
Apart from the fact that students will
lose interest in education, the quality of
education will be undermined as the school
calendar and programme will be hastened to
meet up with the school calendar.
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Presidential Poll: Jonathan On
Revenge Mission – PDP Source
Reputation drops by 62.5 %
Campaign will be difficult if... Nigerians speak

BY TEDDY NWANUNOBI

Former President Goodluck Ebele Jonathan may
be on a revenge mission by coming back to pick
the Presidential Nomination and Expression
of Interest forms ahead of the 2023 general
elections, a source from the Peoples Democratic
Party, PDP, said.
AljazirahNigeria reports that twice, within
48 hours, Jonathan was alleged to have formally
defected to the ruling All Progressives Congress,
APC, in a bid to re-contest for President in 2023.
AljazirahNigeria recalls that a coalition of
Northern socio-cultural groups, basically of
Fulani extraction, purchased the N100 million
forms of the APC for Jonathan on last Monday,
to contest in 2023 for the exulted office from
which he was disgraced out in the 2015 general
elections, losing to the incumbent, President
Muhammadu Buhari.
In a swift reaction to the news that went viral,
Jonathan rejected the presidential forms that
were purchased for him.
Speaking through his Media Adviser,
Ikechukwu Eze, the immediate past President
said that it was an insult for a group to have
bought him the forms without his consent.
“While we appreciate the overwhelming
request by a cross-section of Nigerians, for Dr.
Jonathan to make self available for the 2023
Presidential election, we wish to state that he
has not in any way, committed himself to this
request. Buying a presidential aspiration form
in the name Dr. Jonathan without his consent,
knowing the position he had held in this country,
is considered an insult to his person. The general
public is, therefore, advised to disregard it”, the
statement read in part.
Hours, after disowning the purportedly
procured forms from the Northern group, the
News Agency of Nigeria, NAN, reported that
Jonathan has formally defected to the APC, and
has decided to vie for the top office again.
According to NAN, the source, who spoke on
condition of anonymity, said that Jonathan had
formally joined the APC, after registering at his
Otuoke Ward in Bayelsa State, adding that he
was expected to submit the duly filled forms on
Thursday.
But our source in the PDP claims that
Jonathan’s interest to return to power stems
from vengeance.
He said that Jonathan wants to use the four
years he would be in the exalted office to carry

out vendetta on his enemies, especially those in
the PDP who allegedly worked against him in the
2015 general elections.
Former governor of Niger State, Mu’azu
Babangida Aliyu, is one of those in Jonathan’s
black list, the source said.
In April 2021, Aliyu, in a bid to clear himself,
said that all the 19 Northern PDP governors
worked against Jonathan in the 2015 general
elections because he reneged on their agreement
not to seek another term.
Aliyu, in a statement, stated that the Northern
governors had an agreement with Jonathan to
complete the tenure of the late President Umaru
Yar’Adua, who died in office, and then run for
only one term, but the former president insisted
on running for a second term.
He added that the North felt the region stood
in a disadvantaged position and shortchanged
if Jonathan won a second term.
“As Chairman of the 19 Northern States
Governors Forum, NSGF, the task was on my
shoulders to voice out the position of the North
which stood disadvantaged by the demise of
Alhaji Musa Yar’Adua and the insistence that
Jonathan should run for the office of president
in 2015. “We acted in good spirit and argued
our points based on principle and on the
subsisting agreement we had with Goodluck
Ebele Jonathan. That agreement was written and
accepted by all. We didn’t oppose Jonathan but
we were opposed to his insistence on a second
term in office because the North would have lost
out completely”, the statement read in part.
But in response to Aliyu’s claim, former
governor of Plateau State, Jonah Jang, accused

“

But the people pushing
him to come back should
be ready to dance to the
music, if he eventually
comes back.

Aliyu of lying, saying that he (Jang) was not a
party to the alleged agreement.
In a statement by his spokesman, Clinton
Garuba, he said there was no basis for him not
to have supported Jonathan, especially when
the contest was against Buhari, as he believed
that Jonathan was better equipped to govern
the country than Buhari at the time.
“For the avoidance of doubt, despite the
perceived shortcomings of President Goodluck
Jonathan, Senator Jonah believed that
Jonathan was better equipped to rule Nigeria
at the time, especially when his opponent was
General Buhari. “Jang did not hide his conviction
concerning Buhari’s inability to resolve the
nation’s challenges and sensitivities of the issues
at the moment. Unfortunately, Buhari won and
we are all witnesses to the tales of woes.
“Senator Jang is not one who speaks from
both sides of his mouth, rather he speaks and
supports only what he believes, little wonder
Plateau was won by President Jonathan in the
2015 general election. It was largely due to the
hard work of the then governor.
“For emphasis’ sake, there was no basis for
Dr. Jang not to have supported Dr. Jonathan
especially when the contest was against General
Buhari,” the statement titled: ‘Dr. Muazu
Babangida Aliyu Lied’, read.
Unpopular candidate, unqualified
Although Jonathan is being lured by some
bigwigs in the APC, his popularity has dropped.
According to a survey carried out by the
famous AljazirahOctopus, Jonathan’s chances of
emerging victorious have reduced in a huge way.
Jonathan’s popularity, as viewed by the
Octopus, has drastically gone down by as much
as 62.5%.
This is coupled with the fact that he is not
qualified to contest in the 2023 general elections
as argued by the legal luminaries.
In response to the growing calls on Jonathan
to throw his hat into the ring ahead of the 2023
election, human rights lawyer, Femi Falana, who
cited constitutional provisions baring the expresident from seeking re-election, said that
Jonathan, who was the President between 2010
and 2015, would breach constitutional term
limits of two terms of eight years if he runs for
the presidency and wins again.
Falana, who recalled that Jonathan became
the President of Nigeria in 2010, following
the sudden death of President Umaru Musa
Yar’Adua, and later contested and won the 2011
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presidential election, noted that it would make it
nine years in office if he contests and wins again.
“Dr. Jonathan is disqualified from contesting
the 2023 presidential election. The reason is that
if he wins the election he will spend an additional
term of four years.“It means that he would spend
a cumulative period of nine years as President
of Nigeria in utter breach of Section 137 of the
Constitution which provides for a maximum two
terms of eight years”, Falana said.
Falana also said that by virtue of Section
137(3) of the Nigerian constitution, Jonathan
cannot seek a re-election to the office of the
President, having completed the tenure of
the late Yar’Adua, and sworn in again for a
full four-year term in 2011, upon winning the
presidential election in his own name.
Section 137(3) of the Constitution states
that: A person who was sworn in to complete
the term for which another person was elected
as President shall not be elected to such office
for more than a single term.
Jonathan’s choice
Jonathan has been approached to jump ship
to the APC, so that he could pick the party’s
presidential ticket to win the 2023 poll and hand
over power to the North in 2027.
The South is agitating for power shift to the
region on the expiration of Buhari’s tenure in
2023, on the grounds that a gentleman pact was
reached by the APC leaders prior to the 2015
poll that the party would cede its apex ticket
to the South after Buhari. “It is the northern
calculation to retain power for long. But the
request, the agitation for the presidential seat
to be rotated to the South in 2023 is becoming
louder. So they want to use Jonathan as a very
soft bride to quickly cross a very long ocean.
“What I mean is that Jonathan has already
done four years as president, so he would
be the only candidate from the South that
constitutionally is not permitted to do eight
years. So what they want to do now is to use
him to achieve that aim so that after governing
for four years, the power will shift to the North
in 2027”, a source in APC said.
He argued that the political actors in the
North were feeling cheated that the South had
spent more years in the State House since the
return to democracy in 1999.
“This is the reason the North is agitating:
Obasanjo did eight years from the South, then
power shifted to the North, but Yar’Adua didn’t
complete his tenure. Jonathan completed that
tenure and enjoyed a fresh tenure of four years
as president.
“So, eight years of Obasanjo, plus six years of
Jonathan, that is 14 years. Two years of Yar’Adua
and eight years of Buhari will be 10 years. So, the
South is still ahead of the North by four years”,
he said.
Another source agreed to Jonathan’s choice
“I agree that Jonathan will be a very good
material, and will be good for this permutation
to have stability for democracy. For Jonathan to
do one term of office, and leave power to return
to the North in 2027 is a better calculation if the
northerners will be patient”, he said.
Difficult campaign
Governor Dave Umahi of Ebonyi State has
expressed concern over the kind of messages the
APC would be telling Nigerians with Jonathan
as its presidential candidate.
Umahi, who spoke on Tuesday while
responding to questions from State House
reporters, after meeting with Buhari at the
Presidential Villa, Abuja, wondered how the
APC would reconcile its policies and promises
with those of the PDP under which Jonathan
was President.
He expressed worry that it would be difficult
for the ruling party to campaign with Jonathan
as its presidential candidate, adding that his
entrance into the race for the APC presidential
ticket will be another wonder of the world.
“The reason is that if you go and see the
campaign programmes of the APC, and you
now ask President Jonathan to come and run, I
don’t know what will be our campaign promises,
and what will be the stories we’ll be telling
Nigerians”, Umahi said.
But the people pushing him to come back
should be ready to dance to the music, if he
eventually comes back.
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WEMBLEY BATTLE
LIVERPOOL, CHELSEA:
WHO THE FA CROWN FITS?
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Today has been set for part two of the
Wembley showdown between Chelsea’s
Thomas Tuchel and Jurgen Klopp’s
Liverpool side.
The meeting of Chelsea and Liverpool
at Wembley for the second time in 76 days
is an illustration of how deep both clubs
have gone in the cup competitions.
All is now set for what many described
as a replica of February’s Carabao Cup
final as Liverpool will once again battle
it out with the Blues at the 2022 FA Cup
final inside the Wembley stadium.
Though Liverpool came out on top after
an epic 11-10 victory on penalties, both
teams failed to break the stalemate in 90
minutes of regular time and then in halfhour overtime
Despite Chelsea being the ‘home’ side
for the final, they will be in their all-yellow
away strip, the one which they wore for
their semi-final win. Liverpool will be in
their home traditional red kit.
The Blues have lost back-to-back FA
Cup finals to Arsenal and Leicester City,
with the hope of avoiding a third FA Cup
final defeat.
Meanwhile, Chelsea has been
struggling recently. Thomas Tuchel’s side

has won just one of their last five Premier
League fixtures and is third on the league
table,
Now Chelsea and Liverpool are
preparing to meet in the FA Cup final
towards the end of what has been an
exhausting season for both clubs.
The FA Cup final between Chelsea and
Liverpool would take place on Saturday,
May 14, kicking off at 4.45pm.
Liverpool’s progression to the
Champions League final means that the
club would have played every possible
fixture this season - having gone all the
way to the end of every competition they
entered.
Chelsea was knocked out of the
Champions League by Real Madrid at
the quarter-final stage but has played in
the UEFA Super Cup and FIFA Club World
Cup, winning both competitions.
It of course remains to be seen whether
the result would be the same this time
around as Reds playmaker Thiago claimed
that he and his teammates are ready for
the showpiece, with Liverpool still aiming
to complete an unprecedented quadruple
- albeit that now looking unlikely
Manchester City took a Significant step

EDITORIAL

towards claiming the EPL title.
As Liverpool manager Jurgen Klopp
has confirmed his side will be without
midfielder Fabinho for Saturday’s FA Cup
final against Chelsea.
Therefore, the winner will surely
emerge after a 90 minutes or 120 minutes
encounter as the case may be between the
two-giant clubs.

“

The meeting
of Chelsea and
Liverpool at Wembley
for the second time
in 76 days is an
illustration of how
deep both clubs
have gone in the cup
competitions.

Sports
MEDICINE

Implications Of Basketball’s
Self-imposed 2-Yr Ban
The greed and ego-induced crisis that has been rocking the Nigeria
Basketball Federation over the years has finally collapsed as the
crisis rocking its administration has taken another twist.
Just on Thursday, Nigeria’s government-approved 2-years selfimposed ban from all International Basketball Competitions to
enable her to revamp the sport from the grassroots as well as revive
the domestic leagues which have become moribund.
In issuing the Presidential order, the Minister of Youth and
Sports Development, Sunday Dare reiterated government interest
and commitment to the development of the sports
According to him Basketball in Nigeria as well as huge talents
of our youth domestically in an atmosphere that is free of rancor
and squabbles.
However, he called on players, officials, fans, and other
stakeholders of the sport to remain calm as the government
embarks on far-reaching initiatives to reposition, sustain and
stabilise the game of Basketball for growth and success in the
long-term interest of the country
It’s no longer news that the Nigerian Basketball Federation has
been plagued by a series of crises over the years and currently has
two parallel boards laying claim to the leadership of the Federation.
On January 31, Musa Kida emerged as the winner in the election
held in Benin City, Edo State, while Mark Igoche was voted in from
another election, which was held in Abuja the same day.
The pronouncement stated that the withdrawal will also allow
for the setting up of an Interim Management Committee ,IMC,
to oversee the management and development of the domestic
Basketball Leagues in Nigeria and to further address other related
issues around the advancement of the game in the country.
Based on this, many believe that the decision will bring more
disaster to the country.
In the immediate aftermath of this ban, the D’Tigress will be
unable to participate in the 2022 FIBA Women’s Basketball World
Cup scheduled for Australia from September 22 to October 1,
2022.
The action may even bring more sanctions to the country
from FIBA that may put further the future of Nigeria basketball
comatose.
Presently, Nigeria is the pride of Africa and the new bride
of world basketball. After the 2 years ban from international
basketball, can the national teams ever regain their pride of place?
These are questions on the lips of basketball stakeholders begging
for an answer.

Bone Fractures, Causes And Prevention

Bone fractures, commonly known as broken bones,
happen to millions of people across the country each year.
Anyone can break a bone, with certain situations
making it more likely. Many people break bones from falls,
car accidents, and sports injuries. Medical conditions such
as osteoporosis can also play a role.
Osteoporosis causes at least one million fractures each
year. Healthcare providers call these injuries fragility
fractures.
While bones are very strong, they can break. Most
often, breaks happen because the bone runs into a
stronger force.
Also, repetitive forces like running can fracture a bone.
Healthcare providers call these types of injuries to stress
fractures.
Healthcare providers can usually categorize a bone
fracture based on its features. The categories include
Closed or open fractures, Complete fractures, Displaced
fractures, and Partial fractures among others.
How can I prevent broken bones? You can prevent many
fractures by avoiding falls, staying in shape, and getting
the right vitamins and minerals.
Healing time for a broken bone varies from person to
person and depends on the severity of the injury. For
example, a broken leg will take longer than a broken arm
or broken wrist.
Also, you tend to heal more slowly as you age.
On average, healthcare providers say it takes six to eight
weeks to recover from a broken bone.
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Aston Villa Completes
Permanent Coutinho
Signing From Barcelona
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NVBF Set To Host FIVB And CAVB In Abuja
President of Nigeria Volleyball Federation
,NVBF, Engineer Musa Nimrod has
confirmed that the Federation is set to
receive the Fédération Internationale
de Volleyball ,FIVB and Confederation
of Africa Volleyball ,CAVB, during the
2022 National Division 1 Volleyball
League in Abuja
Nimrod made this disclosure after a
closed-door meeting with the technical
official, stakeholders, and board
members of the Federation.
According to him, FIVB and CAVB will
be visiting the Federation in a courtesy
visit to ascertain the level of volleyball
development.
He said, “The federation is set to
receive two governing bodies, FIVB
and CAVB; both will be visiting Nigeria
during the 2022 National division 1
League.

The President said the visit of the
FIVB and CAVB to Nigeria is due to the
grassroots development witnessed in
Nigeria during local and international
championships.
“They will visit Nigeria volleyball and
will spend five days there. The governing
bodies will be in Nigeria to check our
facilities and development in sports
Volleyball in Nigeria.
“We thank God for the massive
development and I am very happy
that Nigeria has come back to where it
belongs among the top-ranked volleyball
nations”, he said.
He said that the bodies have given
the federation a foreign technical and
tactical coach.
“The coach was a one-time volleyball
coach of Cameroon. He will be coming
to Nigeria on July 15 to support the

Federation to enhance the grassroots
development of the sport in the
country”, Nimrod added.
The 2022 National Division 1 League
will kick-off on May 13, 2022 at the
MKO Stadium Abuja.

C’wealth Games 2022: Minister Confirms
Yusuf Alli As Team Nigeria’s Coordinator
BY JOEL AJAYI

As the Birmingham 2022 Commonwealth
Games continues to draw closer, the Minister
of Youth and Sports Development, Hon.
Sunday Dare has officially confirmed threetime Olympian and 1990 Commonwealth
Games gold medalist Yusuf Alli as
Coordinator of Team Nigeria for the 2022
Edition of the Commonwealth Games.
Speaking at the ceremonial hand-over of
Alli’s official letter, the Minister said Alli’s
appointment is on the back of his experience
as an athlete and accomplishments as a
sports administrator.
The Minister stated thus, “To ensure
Team Nigeria’s success at the Games, we
are bringing Yusuf Alli to compliment the
efforts of the experts in the ministry, so as
we all work together to give Nigeria a good
showing in Birmingham. When we found
out that Yusuf Alli with his experience will
be needed as part of the ingredients for our
success we brought him on board”.
Dare added that, “We are determined

to tap into the knowledge of our ex sports
stars who served this country in the past,
having the experience both on and off the
field, and that’s why Yusuf Alli is with us. A
number of our ex-sports men and women
have also been working in the background
to help the ministry and Nigeria grows as a
sports nation”.
Speaking at the event, the Permanent
Secretary of the Ministry, Alhaji Ismaila
Abubakar tasked Yusuf Alli to bring his
experience to the fore and ensure Team

Nigeria’s objectives are achieved at the end
of the Games.
“The task is no doubt a herculean one,
but when one considers the experience
garnered over the years, I’d say that we
have a man with the pedigree to discharge
the responsibilities expected of him. We
expect effective coordination and discipline
amongst our contingent to Birmingham”,
the Permanent Secretary added.
While thanking the Ministry for the
confidence reposed in him, Yusuf Alli stated
that, he alongside the team will put in the
work required to bring glory to Nigeria at
the Commonwealth Games and ensure the
contingent are worthy ambassadors of the
country at the Games. He promised to work
together with the team’s captain and other
members for the good of the country.
Alli represented Nigeria at the 1980
Olympic Games in Moscow, Los Angeles
1984 Olympics and Seoul 1988 Olympic
Games. He also won gold in the long jump
event in the 1990 Commonwealth Games
in New Zealand.

Aston Villa has completed the permanent signing
of Philippe Coutinho on a four-year deal from
Barcelona
The 29-year-old has been on loan at Villa Park
since January, having reunited with former
Liverpool teammate and current Villa boss Steve
Gerrad during the winter transfer window.
Coutinho has since scored four goals and created
three more in his 16 Premier League outings, and
his performances have convinced the club to make
the deal permanent.
The Brazil international has put pen to paper on
a contract that will keep him at the club until 2026,
joining for an undisclosed fee.
Villa is understood to have completed the signing
for around €20m (£17m) - significantly less than
the rumored £33m option-to-buy clause which was
initially included in the six-month loan deal.

10-Year Title Anniversary:
Manchester City Unveils
Sergio Aguero’s Statue

Manchester City has unveiled a statue of club legend
Sergio Aguero outside the Etihad Stadium to mark the
10th anniversary of his famous title-winning goal in
2011-12.
In his first season with the Citizens, Aguero scored
a dramatic winning goal on 93 minutes and 20
seconds to help Roberto Mancini’s side come from
behind to beat Queens Park Rangers 3-2, securing the
Premier League title on goal difference ahead of rivals
Manchester United.
The Argentine striker went on to enjoy 10 trophyladen years as a city player, winning five Premier
League titles, six League Cups, one FA Cup, and three
Community Shields.
In the summer of 2021, Aguero left City as the club’s
all-time record goalscorer, netting 260 times in 390
appearances across all competitions.
Aguero is currently fourth on the Premier League’s
all-time top goal scorers’ list behind Alan Shearer
(260), Wayne Rooney (208), and Andrew Cole (187),
and he is still the highest-scoring overseas player in
English top-flight history with 184 goals, scoring nine
more than Arsenal legend Thierry Henry.
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Babban hafsan hafsoshin sojan ruwa, Vice Admiral Awwal Gambo (3rd L) tare da wasu hafsoshin sojan ruwa da sauran jami’an soji, bayan wata lacca da babban hafsan hafsoshin ya gabatar wa
mahalarta taron yakin ruwa na 6 a Calabar, jiya.
HOTO: NAN

Har Yanzu Yahaya Bello Na Nan A Takarar
Shugaban Qasa – Ofishin Kamfen
Qungiyar kamfen xin takarar
shugaban qasa ta ‘Yahaya Bello mai
suna Hope ‘23 ta qaryata wani rahoto
na qarya da kakkausar murya,da ke
nuni cewa Gwamna Yahaya Bello
ya karvi fom din jam’iyyar APC na
takarar majalisar dattawa.
Bello, xan takarar shugaban qasa
a qarqashin jam’iyyar APC, ya miqa
fom xinsa na bayyana sha’awa da
tsayawa takara a ranar Alhamis a
Abuja.
Dakta Yemi Kolapo, Daraktan
yaxa labarai na qungiyar yaqin neman
zaven a wata sanarwa da ya fitar ranar

Juma’a, ya ce Bello ne zai kasance
mutum na qarshe da zai tsaya takarar
shugaban qasa.
Kolapo ya ce qungiyar kamfen xin
ta bayyana rahoton a matsayin wani
abin dariya na haxakar masu son rai,
waxanda za su yi duk abin da za su
kasance a cikin takalmi Bello, wanda
ke kan gaba a takarar shugaban qasa
a 2023.
Ta kuma buqaci kafofin yaxa labarai
da su riqa bin diddigin bincikensu
da kyau, kada su yi wasa a hannun
waxanda ta bayyana a matsayin jigajigan ’yan siyasa da ke neman ganin

sun janye masu faxa da juna da
rahotanni na qarya da kuma vata-gari.
“Yayin da muke tsaye a yau a
shirye-shiryen zaven fidda gwani na
jam’iyyar APC, farin jinin Yahaya
Bello a tsakanin masu ruwa da
tsaki, da ‘yan jam’iyyar gaba xaya,
da ‘yan Nijeriya baki xaya, ba ya
misaltuwa. “A cikin ’yan takarar wa
ke da adireshin ofis? Su zo su ziyarci
shelkwatar ofishin yaqin neman zaven
shugaban qasa na Yahaya Bello, su ga
cewa mun shirya mu koma Aso Rock
bayan mahaifinmu Shugaban Qasa
Muhammadu Buhari.

A ce wai kuma Bello ya sayi fom xin
Sanata? Wannan qarya ce daga daga
bakin mutanen kawai.
“Tattaunawar da muka yi a dukkan
jihohin tarayya, ciki har da babban
birnin tarayya, ya nuna cewa zave
mai zuwa zai bai wa mutum xan qasa
ne kawai. “Masu gogaggun jiga-jigan
jam’iyyarmu kuma jiga-jigan jam’iyya
sun san cewa abin da kawai za a yi
la’akari da shi shi ne cin zave kuma
za su fitar da xan takarar da ya dace
da zai ba jam’iyyar damar ci gaba da
mulki. Wannan xan takarar shi ne
Gwamna Bello. ”

A Mutunta Dokokin Gwadago Da Yarjejeniya—NLC Ga Wike
Qungiyar Qwadago ta Nijeriya NLC,
ta yi kira ga gwamnatin Jihar Rivers
da ta mutunta dokokin qwadago
da aiwatar da yarjejeniyar da aka
rattabawa hannu da qungiyoyin
qwadago. Shugaban NLC, Mista
Ayuba Wabba, shi ya bayyana hakan
a cikin wata wasiqa da ya aike wa
Gwamna Nyesom Wike na Rivers
kuma ya miqa wa manema labarai
ranar Juma’a a Abuja.
Wasiqar mai taken “Sake Kokekoke da Ma’aikatan Jihar Ribas suka
yi game da Mummunan Halin da
Gwamnatin Jihar Ribas ke yi kan halin

da Ma’aikatan Gwamnati da ‘Yan
Fansho ke ciki a Jihar Ribas’’. Wabba,
wanda ya yi tsokaci kan wasu wasiqu
da aka rubuta wa gwamnatin jihar a
ranar 6 ga watan Fabrairu, 24 ga watan
Maris, da kuma 10 ga watan Agusta,
2020, dangane da rikicin ma’aikata a
jihar, ya buqaci gwamnati da ta sa baki
domin warware su.
Ya ce saboda shiga tsakani da
gwamnati ta yi an daqile shirin
aiwatar da ximbin ayyuka da rufe
masana’antu na Rivers. A cewarsa,
abin takaici ne kusan shekaru biyu
da cimma yarjejeniyar haxin gwiwa

da ma’aikatan Rivers da ‘yan fansho,
gwamnatin jihar ta yi watsi da
alqawurran da ta xauka.
Ya ce wasu daga cikin batutuwan
da ake taqaddama a kai sun haxa da:
“Rashin qara wa ma’aikatan da suka
cancanci qarin girma tun daga shekarar
2012. Har ila yau abin da ya shafi
ma’aikata, NLC ta ce, rashin biyan
ma’aikatan da ke bi bashin albashi a
watan Fabrairu da Maris 2016, saboda
sokewar 2016.
Sauran sun haxa da: “Rashin
daidaitawa ga ’yan fansho na jihohi;
rashin biyan basussukan fansho,

NAFDAC Da NYSC Sun Rattaba Hannu Kan Takardar
Yarjejeniya Don Bunqasa Kiwon Lafiya
A ranar Juma’ar da ta gabata ne
Hukumar Kula da Abinci da Ingancin
Magunguna da abinci ta Qasa,
NAFDAC, ya sanya hannu kan wata
yarjejeniyar fahimtar juna, da qungiyar
masu bauta wa qasa qasa, NYSC, don
wayar da kan jama’a game da haxarin
magungunan jabu da samfuran marasa
inganci. Darakta-Janar ta hukumar,
Farfesa Moji Adeyeye, ce ta bayyana
hakan a Abuja ranar Juma’a a yayin

rattaba hannu kan yarjejeniyar.
Adeyeye ta ce aikin hukumar shi
ne kula da inganta lafiyar ‘yan qasa.
Ta qara da cewa “mun yi aiki don
ganin an ga hukumar a matakin
qananan hukumomi don haka tare da
yarjejeniyar fahimtar juna, mambobin
qungiyar matasa za su kasance a bakin
qofarsu.”
Ta bayyana cewa mambobin
qungiyar matasa za su kuma taimaka

wajen ilimantar da masana’antu,
qanana da matsakaita, MSME, kan
yadda za su gudanar da harkokinsu.
A cewarta, SMEs su ne qashin
bayan duk wani tattalin arziki,
haka kuma suna da muhimmiyar
gudummawa wajen samar da
ayyukan yi da bunqasar tattalin arziki.
Ta ci gaba da cewa SMEs suma suna
taka rawa sosai a yawancin tattalin
arziki, tana mai cewa “muna buqatar

garatuti da haqqoqin waxanda suka
mutu da masu ritaya a Rivers don haka
yana sanya su ji raxaxin da ba za a iya
misaltawa da rauni da rashin aiwatar
da adadin kuxaxen fansho ba.
Shugaban Qungiyar ta NLC
ya kuma tunatar da cewa an kafa
kwamitin vangarori uku domin
warware matsalolin da suka gabata tare
da gabatar da rahotonsa ga gwamnatin
jihar domin aiwatarwa. Ya ce hakan ya
biyo bayan sashe na 6 na yarjejeniyar
fahimtar juna da qungiyar qwadago da
gwamnatin Jihar Ribas suka sanya wa
hannu a ranar 7 ga Satumba, 2020.

kawar da magungunan jabu, abinci da
sauran abubuwan da ba su da kyau
don kare al’ummar Nijeriya daga
illolinsu.”
Ta ce za a horar da ’yan qungiyar
matasa don ba su damar gudanar
da ayyukansu yadda ya kamata.
Shugaban hukumar ta NAFDAC ya ce
hukumar ta NYSC na da kyakkyawan
tsari a sassan qasar nan domin hakan
zai yi kyau ga hukumar.

Rashin Tsaro:
NSCDC Ta
Qaddamar Da
Tawagar Mata Ta
Musamman
A ranar Juma’a ne jami’an tsaron
Nijeriya, NSCDC, reshen Jihar
Osun, suka qaddamar da runduna ta
musamman ta mata 38, domin yaqi da
rashin tsaro, musamman a makarantun
jihar. Dakta Ahmed Audi, Kwamandan
NSCDC wanda Fasilu Adeyinka,
Kwamandan NSCDC shiyyar J ya
wakilta ne ya gudanar da aikin a Osogbo.
Ya kuma buqaci rundunar da ta
tabbatar da cewa xaliban yankin sun
samu isasshen tsaro. Audi ya ce an yi
taron qaddamar da tawagar mata ne da
nufin qarfafa yaqi da ta’addanci a faxin
qasar, yana mai cewa rundunar a yanzu
haka tana cikin dukkan dokokin jihohi.
Ya ce mamayar da ake kai wa a wasu
sassan qasar nan ya zama ruwan dare,
wanda hakan ya sa aka kafa rundunar.
Audi ya ce tawagar mata ta
musamman na amfani da hanyoyin kula
da mata da mata wajen samar da aikin
tsaro ga makarantu. “Wannan rundunar
na yaqi da garkuwa da mutane, ‘yan fashi
da kuma ta’addanci a makarantunmu da
faxin jihar. “ Samar da rundunar tawagar
wani shiri ne na jami’an tsaro don daqile
hare-haren da ake kai wa marasa galihu,
musamman makarantu.”
Audi ya ce an horar da su dabarun
yaqi, da kuma horo mai tsauri bisa tsarin
tsaron cikin gida domin yaqar duk wani
nau’in rashin tsaro,” in ji shi.
A cewarsa, jerin hare-haren da ‘yan
bindiga ke kai wa, ya sanya dole a qara
maida hankali kan makarantu. Ya
buqaci ‘yan wasan da su tsaya tsayin
daka wajen gudanar da ayyukansu tare
da bayar da gudunmawa mai ma’ana
wajen kawo qarshen duk wani nau’in
laifuka a qasar nan.
Ya nemi goyon bayan sauran jami’an
tsaro da sauran al’umma wajen gudanar
da ayyuka masu inganci na rundunar,
domin tabbatar da tsaron rayuka da
dukiyoyi a jihar.
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Gas: Nigeria Epicentre Of Europe’s Demand
STORIES BY TEDDY NWANUNOBI

Nigeria is standing out as a potential gas supplier to
Europe, with critical gas conveyor infrastructure being
developed to enhance supply to European nations
withdrawing from Russia, research by Rystad Energy
said.
Africa is conservatively forecast to reach peak gas
production at 470 billion cubic meters, Bcm, by the
late 2030s, equivalent to about 75 per cent of the
expected amount of gas produced by Russia in 2022.
According to Rystad, African nations that have
historically been gas suppliers to Europe are well
placed to scale up their exports. Africa’s advantage is
that it already has existing pipelines connected with
the wider European gas grid.
Current pipeline exports from Africa to Europe run
through Algeria into Spain and from Libya into Italy.
Talks of long-distance pipelines connecting gas
fields in Southern Nigeria to Algeria via the onshore
Trans Saharan Gas Pipeline, TSGP, and the offshore
Nigeria Morocco Gas Pipeline, NMGP, have picked up
in recent months.
While the TSGP aims to utilize existing pipelines
from Algeria to tap into European markets, NMGP
aims to extend the existing West Africa Gas Pipeline,
WAGP, all the way to Europe via West African coastal
nations and Morocco.
Further afield, African LNG exports have
predominantly come from Nigeria and Algeria, with
smaller volumes from Egypt, Angola, and a fraction
from Equatorial Guinea.
In addition, large-scale discoveries offshore in
Mozambique, Tanzania, Senegal, Mauritania, and
South Africa have the potential to yield additional
natural gas exports once developed.
Europe is now considering how gas-rich African
nations can be helped to scale up production and

exports in the years to come.
The European Union’s decision earlier this year
that all natural gas investments are equivalent to
investments in “green” energy signals that African
gas is considered sustainable.
The supply crisis driven by security interests
may push Europe to fund projects that will also
help with energy affordability back home. For
instance, Europe could be a key financier of the
proposed $13 billion TSGP project.
In early March, the European Union announced
it aims to reduce its dependence on Russian gas

by two-thirds by the end of this year alone and
is currently headed for a supply crunch that will
reverberate around the globe.
The EU has also recently proposed a ban on all
Russian oil imports, aiming to phase out Russian
crude oil within six months and refined products
by the end of the year.
Even with the number of gas projects being
developed or currently delayed, Africa still has
significant production potential.
The continent is forecast to increase its gas
output from about 260 Bcm in 2022 to as much

as 335 Bcm by the end of this decade. If oil and
gas operators decide to up the ante on their gas
projects on the continent, near and mid-term
natural gas production from Africa could surpass
the above conservative forecasts.
Russia has historically been the dominant
natural gas supplier to Europe, with an average
of about 62 per cent of overall gas imports to the
continent over the past decade. Africa has also
been a consistent gas exporter to Europe during
that time, with an average of 18 per cent of
European gas imports coming from Africa.

TotalEnergies’ Operations Expand To Drill Nine Oil Wells
TotalEnergies has begun the
process of securing a rig to drill
up to nine development wells, and
two exploration/appraisal wells on
Nigeria’s OML 130, Africa Oil has
said.
The Canadian-listed independent
owns a stake in the block, home of
the Akpo and Egina projects.
The asset has proved extremely
rewarding for Africa Oil, having
paid it out $500 million in two years.
While the Nigerian asset offers
ongoing production and a dividend
stream, it is exploration success in
Namibia that the company chose to
highlight.
“I view the news of the Venus
light oil discovery as the most
important and exciting update in
the first quarter of this year. Most
immediately, we can look forward

to the high-impact Venus appraisal
drilling programme and the Gazania
exploration well, both of which are
expected to commence later this
year,” Africa Oil President and CEO,
Keith Hill, said.
Africa Oil has an indirect 6.2 per
cent stake in the Venus discovery via
its 30.9 per cent stake in Impact Oil
& Gas.
“We also have further
prospectivity on Block 3B/4B, which
we operate with a 20 per cent interest
and on Impact’s Orange Basin Deep
Block, both are in Orange Basin and
on trend with the Venus discovery,”
Hill said.
While Venus, and the Orange
Basin, offer exploration excitement,
it is the Nigerian assets that are
fuelling Africa Oil’s ongoing success.
The company did not shed any

light on the size of Venus, noting
only that it exceeded pre-drill
estimates.
This suggests it may be larger than
1.5 billion barrels.
Africa Oil has a 50 per cent
stake in Prime Oil and Gas, which
it bought in January 2020 for
$519.5 million.
It has now paid out 96 per cent
of the purchase price in dividends.
In the first quarter of this year,
it paid $100 million, the largest
amount to date.
“Prime’s performance, that
includes achieving positive
reserves replacement ratios for the
last two years, has exceeded all our
expectations,” Hill said.
Africa Oil expects drilling on
the new programme to begin at
the end of the third quarter of

this year. A 4D seismic survey
was shot on Egina in 2021 and the
results are being processed, to help
determine well locations.
TotalEnergies should complete
up to three development wells
by the end of the year, with
more infill drilling – or near field
exploration/appraisal – after the
first three wells on Egina. Once it
has concluded work on Egina, the
rig will move to Akpo.
One undeveloped asset in
the area is Preowei. Africa Oil
described this as a low-risk
satellite project, which the
operator could tie back to the
Egina FPSO.
Partners in the licences are
considering an early conversion to
the new terms set out under the
Petroleum Investment Act, PIA.
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How Emefiele Turned Nigerian
Farmers Into Multi-millionaires
BY IFEANYI ONUBA

Nigerians have witnessed
many governors of the apex
bank, their performances
and what have you. But
coming on board of the 10th
indigenous Central Bank of
Nigeria Governor Godwin
Emefiele in 2014, his message
upon assumption of office
was clear. He told Nigerians
that no country has ever
succeeded if it imports
everything it needs. He said,
this is particularly so if that
country has the capacity
and natural endowment to
produce most of what she
consumes.
Despite challenges of
monetary policies steering
him in the face, he has
oversight plans, well thoughtout as it was the tradition
of the apex bank czars. We
can attest to having seen
the pet projects of recent
past two CBN governors but
Emefiele’s pet project was
described by the naysayers as
an aberration, yes! It is a total
deviation from the common
projects where monies were
freely allocated to execute
inconsequential projects in
the cities and communities to
cronies. Emefiele brought to
bear his vision of agricultural
revolution as he promised
earlier of his dislike in
importation of consumables
that ordinarily ought to be
produced locally. He hit the
ground running, assembled
his staff members and the
executives of the banking
community where he
galvanised the association
of bankers committee to
something meaningful. He
worked in advancing the
patronage of made-in-Nigeria
goods particularly local rice
which has become the toast
of every household.
Emefiele’s ingenuity was
put into play, he stepped
out, offered himself for the
tax ahead as the situation
requires a sage like him
to salvage. In line with its
developmental
function,
which is distinct from
its primary mandate of
price stability, Emefiele
spearheaded the CBN
to establish the Anchor
Borrowers’
Programme,
his brainchild, launched
by President Muhammadu
Buhari in 2015.
The programme aimed at
creating a linkage between
anchor companies involved
in the processing and
smallholder farmers of the
required key agricultural
commodities. At the initial
stage, critics feasted on
him like hawks yet he never

bulged as he understood his
vision and with the support
of Mr President, he was sure
of success within time.
The thrust of the ABP is the
provision of farm inputs in
kind and cash to smallholder
farmers to boost production
of farm commodities which
states have comparative
advantage to produce.
Some of these commodities
are cereals namely rice,
maize, wheat, cotton, roots
and tubers namely cassava,
potatoes, yam, ginger,
tomato, poultry, oil palm,
fish, sugarcane among others.
The Central Bank of
Nigeria has so far disbursed
N975.61bn to farmers across
the country under the Anchor
Borrowers’ Programme.
For the first time in our
history, genuine farmers
frontally keyed into the
programme and were
formally registered unlike
what was the practice prior
to his reign.
Figures obtained from
the CBN showed that this
amount was released to over
4.52 million smallholder
farmers cultivating 21
commodities across the
country.
The Bank also released
N19.15bn to finance five
large-scale
agricultural
projects
under
the
Commercial
Agriculture
Credit Scheme, bringing
the total disbursements
under the Scheme to
N735.17bn for 671 projects
in agro-production and agroprocessing
The
apex
bank’s
intervention was particularly
strategic towards the
resuscitation of moribund
sectors of the economy
in line with the present
administration’s agenda to
diversify the economy from
oil as well as preserve foreign
exchange.
With Nigeria’s annual rice
importation at over $2bn
annually, the importation
was particularly worrisome
for the CBN as it constituted
a major drain of the foreign
reserves.
And when it appeared
that most government
economic blueprint to revive
the economy had been
mere statements of intent
rather than action, Emefiele
undertook a difficult mission
to stop the importation
of commodities which the
country has a comparative
advantage to produce.
The CBN governor’s efforts
towards food sufficiency
especially in rice production
have now materialised and
are currently causing ripples

Emefiele
in the economy.
Currently, there has been
a revolution in local rice
production, as most of the
inactive rice mills across
the country have suddenly
received life again while
the staple has become the
favourite in most Nigerian
homes, partly because of its
affordability and the fact that
local rice had been properly
cleaned up to eliminate stone
particles which had been a
turn off for most people.
Emefiele said agriculture
has the potential for huge
revenue generation and
remained pivotal in job
creation, noting that the fact
that the agricultural sector
was the only sector that
experienced growth during
the recent recession in the
country bore testimony to
that.
The CBN Governor had
recently warned against the
reopening of the borders
anytime soon, citing possible
reversal of current economic
gains.
According to him, though
the country could not afford
to have its borders shut in
perpetuity, reopening them
at this time could roll back
the economic gains so far
achieved since the closure in
August.
He said, “Before the border
closure, two weeks before
border closure, the president
of the Rice Processors
Association called to say that
our Nigerian rice producers
have produced rice they
cannot sell and each of them
is carrying close to 20,000
metric tonnes of rice in their

warehouses.
“The
Rice
Farmers
Association led by Alhaji
Goronyo informed the
public that farmers cannot
sell the rice they produce,
that’s the paddy rice. We also
have people in the poultry
industry that said they
couldn’t sell their chicken and
eggs- some were carrying up
to 5,000 crates of eggs unsold
and they said the government
needs to do something about
it”.
He added,“Luckily, as a
result of us intervening and
other people intervening, one
week after the borders were
closed, the President, Rice
Millers Association called to
say that all their millers were
elated that the rice they had
in their warehouses had been
sold. Paddy businesses are
growing again.
“The poultry people also
called to say they’ve sold all
their produce”.
Emefiele’s
feats
in
revolutionising agriculture
especially in the areas of
rice, tomato, milk, textile
production had endeared him
to some powerful interests in
the society, who are currently
benefitting from the apex
bank’s revolution in the
agricultural sector.
These individuals have
sworn to appreciate the CBN
Governor by embarking on a
campaign to make him the
next President of Nigeria.
According to them, their
push for Emefiele to become
Nigeria’s President was
borne out of his passion and
commitment to economic
diversification.

Already, farmers have
raised N100m for Emefiele,
to purchase the nomination
and expression of interest
forms to contest the
2023 Presidency under
the platform of the All
Progressives Congress.
The farmers say they
decided to raise the N100m
as a form of appreciation for
what Emefiele did for farmers
in the country.
They said the CBN
Governor placed priority on
commodity and agricultural
value chains in the country.
One of the leaders of the
coalition, Ibrahim Garba, said
the group is made up of over
30 commodity associations
from the 36 states of the
Federation and the Federal
Capital Territory.
Garba said commodity
associations are the biggest
stakeholders in the country
ahead of the 2023 general
elections. He added that food
security is the shortest path
to the country’s development.
“Agriculture is the key to
achieving national security.
Through agriculture, millions
of Nigerians are economically
empowered and gainfully
engaged, our industries are
revived, a multifaceted value
chain ecosystem created, and
food security is ensured,” he
said.
He said in the last seven
years, Nigeria has carved
a niche for itself as a
country that has achieved
self-sufficiency in food
production.
Stakeholders have continued
to back the CBN Governor in
their decision to restrict foreign
exchange to food importation,
adding that the move was
welcoming and long overdue
towards the repositioning of
agriculture and the economy in
general.
The National President,
Rice Farmers Association,
Alhaji Aminu Goronyo said all
farmers’ groups have lauded the
pronouncement and committed
to ensuring the country achieves
food security.
He said, “Since 2015, the

Central Bank of Nigeria has
made a deliberate policy
not to release forex to the
importers of rice. That is
to say that, all the rice that
we have been consuming
in Nigeria since 2015 were
produced locally.
“Our
members
are
dedicated,
committed,
courageous and patriotic
Nigerians, because, despite
the security challenges, they
have remained in their farms,
producing food for our dear
country. So, they deserve
credit.

“We have subsidized the
paddy that we are selling to
the Nigerian Rice Millers
through the CBN and we have
confidence that as patriotic
Nigerians, they will also sell
to consumers at an affordable
rate. We have been assured
by the Director-General
of the millers’ association
that they will replicate our
gesture by al also selling the
milled rice to Nigerians at an
affordable rate”.
Also,
the
National
President of All Farmers
Association of Nigeria Kabir
Ibrahim said that the ABP
has changed the agricultural
space in the country and
should be sustained.
Ibrahim noted the impact
of the ABP on the Nigerian
economy in general and
particularly, the living
standard
of
Nigerian
farmers, who are now
earning good income from
their farms.
The President of Nigeria
Agribusiness Group, Mr.
Emmanuel Ijewere hailed
the CBN intervention in
agriculture saying that the
group would pursue what
he described as “Smart
agriculture” with the use
of latest technology and
improved seeds to massively
increase yield across the

various commodities.
The NABG President said
that the nation has been
blessed with vast arable land
and good climate suitable
for the production of various
commodities and that his
team would drive agricultural
productivity beyond what
has ever been achieved in the
country.
He said that the various
players in the agricultural
sector and the manufacturing
industries required synergy,
in order to maximize the
opportunities that exist in the
country.
He said, “Various commodity
producers have been working in
silos. What we want to do is to
ensure synergy all players.
“Together, we are helping
to ensure food security
and
nutrition,
creating
systemic linkages between

small, medium and large
agribusiness enterprises.
Working
together
as
stakeholders in agriculture
to diversify the economy of
Nigeria away from oil and
gas towards agricultural
industrialisation.
“We
recognize
our
role as the engine of
economic growth with the
government creating the
enabling environment for
agribusinesses to thrive”.
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Nigeria, Benin
To Strengthen
Trade Ties
BY LADI PATRICK-OKWOLI

Nigeria and the Benin
Republic have agreed to invite
the private sector to run the
Seme/Krake Joint Border Post
to facilitate trade between the
two countries and the subregional communities.
This is contained in a
communique released after
the Ministerial Meeting on
the Operationalisation of
the Seme/Krake Joint Border
Post held at the location
(Abidjan-Lagos
Corridor)
by the Director of Press and
Public Relations, Ministry
of Transportation, Mr. Eric
Ojiekwe.
The two countries also
agreed to address the
challenges mitigating against
the smooth operation of the
border post.
The challenges, the two
countries said, would be
addressed within two years.
The two countries also
signed a Bilateral Agreement
on the Operationalisation
of the Joint Border Post by
the Minister of State for
Transportation,
Senator
Gbemisola Saraki, on behalf
of the Nigerian government.
Meanwhile her counterpart,
the Minister of Economy and
Finance, Romuald Wadagni,
signed on behalf of the
Republic of Benin.
AljazirahNigeria recalls
that the Joint Border Post was
inaugurated by the Presidents
of the both countries in
October 2018.
The 17-hectare site was
funded by the European and
multilateral contributions
totaling €18.3 million, and is
equipped with state-of-theart scanners, weighbridge and
modern offices for customs
and immigration officials.
The Seme-Krake border is
one of the major open crossing
points established between
Benin Republic and Nigeria.
It is one of the economical
‘lungs’ of the Benin Customs
system.
The ECOWAS vehicle
insurance and the laissezpasser are the most important
documents.
The border (Juxtaposed
Zone) is secured by all units
of both national Custom and
Police authorities (Benin and
Nigeria). Passing goods and
trucks must be inspected
by the National Police and
custom agents.
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Crisis Will Transform Commodity Markets
In Developing Countries – W/Bank

BY TEDDY NWANUNOBI

The World Bank has declared
that the COVID-19, the war
in Ukraine, and the impacts
of climate change are likely to
have intense implications for
developing economies over the
coming years.
The Bank, in statement,
yesterday, said that its new
report on ‘Commodity Markets:
Evolution, Challenges, and
Policies’ revealed that global
commodity markets were being
reshaped in lasting ways as a
result of these global crises.
The statement said that
the study offers the first
comprehensive
analysis
encompassing all major
commodities of how these
markets evolved over the past
100 years, and the directions
they are likely to take over the
next 30 years.
“It predicts that growth
in overall global demand
for commodities is likely
to decelerate as population
growth slows and developing
economies mature, although
demand for some commodities
is likely to rise.
“Moreover, the transition
to cleaner energy is likely to be
challenging,” it said.
It said that demand for
metals necessary to build the
infrastructure for renewable
energy and to produce electric
vehicles was likely to surge in
the coming decades.
According to the statement,
this will push up the price of
metals and deliver windfall
gains for countries that export
them.
It said although renewable
energy was fast becoming the
lowest-cost source of energy
in many countries, fossil fuels
would probably retain some
of their appeal, especially in
countries with ample domestic
reserves.
It said in the short-run, with
inadequate investment in lowcarbon technologies, just onethird of the required level,
energy demand could continue
to outstrip supply, keeping
prices at elevated levels.
“Amid overlapping crises

Malpass
over the past two years and the
ongoing transition to lower
carbon intensity, commodity
markets are being reshaped.
These changes will have major
implications for growth and
poverty reduction in developing
economies, two-thirds of which
are commodity exporters. A
sound goal is for the shifts
in commodity markets to
encourage good outcomes
for both development and
environmental sustainability,”
the statement quoted the World
Bank Group President, David
Malpass, as saying.
The statement said the
study also sheds new light on
the causes and consequences
of volatility in commodity
markets, revealing a troubling
insight
for
commodity
exporters.
It finds that price increases
do not materially boost
economic growth for an
extended period in developing
countries, alternatively, price
declines tend to reduce growth
significantly and for several
years.

“Boom-and-bust
cycles
in commodity markets are
enormously
disruptive
to progress in developing
economies, especially the
poorest countries. Still, too
many countries maintain
an excessive dependence on
exports of just a few types
of commodities,” the World
Bank’s Managing Director
for Development Policy and
Partnerships, Mari Pangestu,
said.
Pangestu said the ongoing
crisis was a wake-up call for
governments to renew their
efforts to value their natural
capital in a sustainable way,
diversify their economies, and
reduce their vulnerability to
commodity shocks.
It said the analysis showed
that commodity-price shocks
affect different commodity
exporters in distinctive
ways, demonstrating why
policy solutions need to be
tailored to reflect the specific
circumstances of each country.
The
statement
said
policymakers could manage

commodity-market shocks
in at least three ways which
include fiscal, monetary,
and regulatory frameworks,
measures to moderate boombust cycles and economic
diversification.
It urged governments to put
in place a fiscal framework that
uses periods of high prices to
build rainy-day funds that
can be deployed quickly in an
emergency.
“Exchange-rate regimes need
to be agile to work effectively
in combination with welldefined monetary policy
frameworks. Regulators should
put in measures to prevent
the accumulation of excessive
financial-sector risks, especially
with respect to capital inflows
and foreign-currency debt,” the
statement said.
On measures to moderate
boom-bust cycles, it said
governments tend to resort to
subsidies or trade protections
to reduce the effects of
commodity-price movements
on consumers.
“Commodity-exporting

Maritime Stakeholders Synergise To Free Port Corridors From Illegalities
The Port Standing Task
Team, PSTT, the Nigerian
Association
of
Road
Transport Owners, NARTO,
and Maritime Workers’
Union of Nigerian, MWUN,
have stressed the need for
collaboration to free the port
corridors from illegalities.
The Coordinator General,
Mr. Moses Fadipe, who said
this in a statement in Lagos
State yesterday, said that the

stakeholders must work as a
team for the port corridors to
be free.
He disclosed that the
illegalities on the port
corridors were being tackled
with the profiling of both
state and non-state actors.
“Some persons pose as
NARTO workers to extort
money on the port corridors,”
he said.
Fadipe
quoted
the

Executive Secretary, NARTO,
Mr. Ogbogo Aloga, as saying
that anyone collecting money
on the port corridors was
involved in an illegal act.
Aloga appealed to the
PSTT to address illegalities
along Mile 2, Tin Can and
Liverpool.
Also, NARTO President,
Yusuf Lawal, said there was
the need for collaboration
amongst all agencies working

in the ports.
Lawal noted that the
transport sector of the
maritime
industry
is
currently going through a
tough time.
The President-General of
MWUN, Comrade Adewale
Adeyanju, expressed the
readiness of the union
to support the team to
ensure successful curbing of
illegalities at the port.

Interswitch Raises
$110m To Boost
Digital Payments
FROM UMORU ABDULKADIR, LAGOS

Interswitch has raised an
investment of $110 million from
LeapFrog Investments and Tana
Africa Capital to improve the
digitisation of payments across
Africa.
Mr. Mitchell Elegbe, Founder
and Group Chief Executive
Officer, Interswitch, made this
disclosure in a statement made
available to journalists in Lagos
State, recently.
Elegbe said that the
investment would further
support Interswitch’s plans to
expand the digital payments
ecosystem across sub-Saharan
Africa.
“We are excited to welcome
LeapFrog and Tana on board,
as we continue our work to
advance the future of the African
payments landscape.
“The evolution of fintech in
Nigeria and the broader subSaharan region has been driven
by the need to solve challenges
and barriers that exist within the
traditional financial system.
“Interswitch was born from
the need to develop solutions
that match the unique needs of
local customers and merchants,”
he said.
Partner, Head of Africa
Financial Services, LeapFrog
Investments, Mr. Karima Ola,
said that, “Interswitch as a
pioneer in the African payments
ecosystem, has been disrupting
the cash economy, driving
digital payments and promoting
equitable financial inclusion in
Nigeria for two decades.
“This investment by LeapFrog
affirms the formidable talent
at Interswitch, and how wellplaced it is to seize the significant
opportunity in Africa’s evolving
digital payments landscape.
“LeapFrog is proud to be
partnering with Interswitch
to further enhance their
innovative, digital capabilities to
deliver sustainable scale, whilst
positively impacting the lives of
millions of people and businesses
across the region,” she said.
Mark Tindall, Managing
Director and CEO, Tana Africa
said that, “Interswitch has
developed a strong position at
the nexus of Nigeria’s payments
ecosystem, underpinned by an
offering which is primed for
continued growth.
“The business evolution is
a testament to management’s
track record and tenacity.
Alongside LeapFrog, we
look forward to supporting
Interswitch’s next chapter
through continued product
innovation and growth across
the African continent.”
Interswitch provides financial
services for Nigeria’s unbanked
and underbanked customers
and also targets further financial
inclusion for sub-Saharan
Africa’s 1 billion emerging
consumers.
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From left: Minister of Science and Technology Innovation, Dr Ogbonna Onu; Minister of Niger Delta Affairs, Sen Godswill Akpabio; President Muhammadu Buhari; Minister of Transportation,
Mr Chibuike Amechi; Minister of Justice, Abubakar Malami and Minister of State for Mines and Steel Development, Chief Uche Ogar during a meeting of the President with Ministers who are
seeking political position on Friday at the Presidential Villa (13/5/22) 01934/13/5/2022/Callistus Ewelike/NAN

Onu As President Implies Stable Tech-Innovative Driven Nigeria – Egenti
STORIES BY CALEB ISHAYA

Ahead of the 2023 general elections, the
campaign spokesperson to the Presidential
hopeful has said having Dr. Ogbonnaya Onu
as the President of Federal Republic of Nigeria
come to 2023 is having a stable and a science,
technology and innovative driven Nigeria
Dr Uche Egenti the spokesperson for
Ogbonnaya while speaking to journalists in
Abuja yesterday urged the ruling Party to be
sincere, strong and be credible in whatever
they do so as to show the world that they are
ready to get Nigeria working again.

According to him, “You will agree with
me that having Dr. Ogbonnaya Onu as the
President of Federal Republic of Nigeria
in 2023 is having a stable and a science,
technology and innovative driven Nigeria,
where crime will be arrested, a country where
tourism will be promoted through science,
technology and innovation.
“It’s like putting a round peg in a round hole.
Because you know very well, that is a man of
very strong antecedents. A man who is very
intelligent, very credible, tested, trusted by
the people, an embodiment of humility, and
a selfless person

Reacting to the rumoured consensus
arrangement, he said,
“I am not in the administrative process of
the party. Every party member is supposed to
abide by the rules. That owns the party. If the
party feels that consensus is the right way to
make Nigeria work, so being it.
“My principle is a man of faith. I don’t need
anyone to tell me that you know that very well.
He is a man that does not like controversies; he
will be at peace with anything that will make
Nigeria work.
Speaking if his principal signed the
controversial page 18 on the form Egenti

said; “I am not contesting the office of the
president of the Federal Republic of Nigeria
and I am sure every contestant sees this
form made available whichever one they feel
comfortable with the sign and embrace. I am
not my principal.
He advised the party to be transparent,
sincere of purpose, and deep discipline because
only when the party is transparent and sincere,
there will be deep discipline.
My prayer is that the party should be sincere,
strong and be credible in whatever thing they
do so that they can show the world that they
are ready to get Nigeria working again.

APC Forum Of Organising Secretaries Applauds Adamu’s Leadership
A group under the auspices of Forum of APC
Organising Secretaries, APC-FORS, comprising
of all the Zonal, State, Local Government and
Ward Organizing Secretaries of the ruling
All Progressives Congress, has eulogised the
National Working Committee led by Senator
Abdullahi Adamu, for revitalising the party in
the interest of all members.
The Chairman of the Forum, Dr. Blessing
Agbomhere, in a statement in Abuja, said the level
of interest in the party, where several presidential
aspirants are contesting freely, women and
special persons getting nomination forms for
free, and youths being encouraged to run, is not
a manifestation of miracle, but the deliberate
and concerted efforts of the new leadership of

the party.
According to Agbomhere “The sleepless nights,
hardwork and selfless service of the current
leadership of the party is yielding results and
has rekindled hope, faith and commitment in
the party membership, hence the interest of all
Nigerians in the affairs of the party”.
The Forum which has the National Organising
Secretary of the Party as Patron, according to
Agbomhere, “It was birthed by the six zonal
organizing Secretaries of the Party in an efforts
to bring together, all Organizing Secretaries of
the All Progressives Congress from the six (6)
Geo-Political Zones in Nigeria, the States, Local
Government Areas and Wards under the Zones for
the purpose of promoting and championing the

course, interest, unity and activities of the Party
at various levels”.
According to the South-South Zonal Organizing
Secretary, “the creation of the Forum was
necessitated by the rising need to build formidable
structures across the various levels of our party in
the country by engaging the Nigerian voters with
the achievements of the All Progressives Congress/
Muhammadu Buhari-led administration.
Dr. Agbomhere said the “Forum is driven by
the collective willpower to ensure that the Party
never loses any election at the National, Zonal,
State, Local Government Area and Ward levels.”
Agbomhere stressed that the offices of the
Organising Secretaries of APC at various levels,
like a river which receives rain from the sky, draw

their strength from the Office of the National
Organizing Secretary headed by His Excellency,
Suleiman Muhammad Argungu”.
“The Office of the National Organising
Secretary is enabled by Article 14 sub 14(i) of
the All Progressives Congress Constitution
(2014 As Amended) to initiate programmes
for the mobilisation of party members, devise
appropriate strategies for elections and coordinate
all field activities for the Party”, and in addendum,
he reiterated that “Article 15B of the APC
Constitution further infers that the Zonal, State,
Local Government Area and Ward Organising
Secretaries shall have the same functions as the
National Organizing Secretary at their respective
levels”.
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ADC Presidential
Aspirant Unfolds
Agenda
BY MBACHU GODWIN, ABUJA

Mohammed

South-East, North-East Have Most Legitimate
Claim To Presidency, Says Bauchi Gov.
Gov. Bala Mohammed of Bauchi State
has said that the South-East and NorthEast have the most legitimate claim to the
presidency in 2023.
Mohammed, a People’s Democratic
Party ,PDP, presidential aspirant, said this
yesterday in Awka during his consultation
with the party faithful in Anambra.
He contended that the two geo-political
zones had yet to produce the nation’s
president in a democratic dispensation.
He said: “The Igbo nation is critical in the
Nigerian project.
“Their entrepreneurial ingenuity and
apprenticeship should be imbibed by
other parts of the country as a model for
addressing poverty and unemployment’’.
Mohammed appealed to the prospective
party delegates to the upcoming national

convention to elect him to fly the party’s
flag.
He, however, said he would support
whosoever emerged as candidate from
the primary in order to ensure that the
PDP wrestled power from the ruling-All
Progressives Congress.
He said, “I am presenting myself for
election and I seek your support.
“But if I do not win, I will support the
eventual candidate because we have to
rescue Nigeria.
The presidential hopeful said he was duty
bound to accept the outcome of the primary
election as a true party man.
He said that he joined the presidential race
to address the nation’s multiple challenges,
if elected.
He expressed concern over the nation’s

high level of indebtedness and how the loans
had been utilised.
He said, “If elected, I will end the era
of borrowing and increase the country’s
capacity to create wealth”.
Responding, a chieftain of the party in
the state, Chief Okey Muo-Aroh, spoke on
PDP’s decision to jettison the zoning of the
presidential position to any section of the
country.
Muo-Aroh said that as an opposition, the
party would not want to go into the election
with the baggage of excluding a section of
the country.
He urged the party’s national leadership
to address the issues that led to the botched
congresses in the state and avert a potential
electoral disaster for the PDP in Anambra
in 2023.

A presidential aspirant under the
platform of the African Democratic
Congress , ADC , Mr Chukwuka
Monye has said that he is seeking to
occupy the office of the presidency
to bring his experience to bear in
addressing the plethora of challenges
being faced by the country.
Mr. Monye spoke yesterday at
the party’s national Secretariat,
Abuja
after
purchasing
the
party’s Expression of Interest and
Nomination form to contest for the
party’s presidential ticket.
The presidential hopeful disclosed
that he will focus majorly on the areas
of economy by rolling out what he
called economic generation, adding
that the economy of the country has
been controlled and coordinated by
a few individuals which according to
him has worsened the economy.
Besides tackling the bad economy,
he further hinted that his presidency
will address the lingering security
situation in the country as well
as education and provide robust
healthcare for the country.
He said, “Three things must be
addressed, security, education , health
care , and industry will do well when
we address the enablers. I will roll out
an economic agenda , what I call the
`` generation economy”.
Monye condemned the careless
attitude of the Federal Government
on the strike embarked by the
Academic staff Union of Universities
which according to him has
aggravated the situation, adding
that his presidency will increase the
budget for education.

2023: Bauchi Assembly Aspirant Promises Quality Representation
BY MBACHU GODWIN, ABUJA

House of Assembly aspirant for AzareMadangala State constituency of Bauchi on the
platform of the Social Democratic Party SDP ,
Hon Ahmad Shehu Na-Allah has promised to
offer quality representation to his constituency
if elected.
Hon Na-Allah spoke to newsmen yesterday
at the Social Democratic Party, SDP, national
secretariat , Abuja after returning the
expression of interest and nomination form for
the State House of Assembly election.

Na-Allah who disclosed that he was in the race
to contribute his quota to the development of
the state as well as provide positive change to
his constituency, adding that he has the right
expertise and credentials to represent the
constituency.
Unfolding his agenda, Na-Allah stated
that he will focus on youth empowerment,
educational development, and more
importantly youth inclusiveness and
participation in politics.
He, however, urged the electorates to elect
competent and credible persons who will bring

positive change to the constituency.
Na- Allah said his party SDP has been
repositioned in the state to dislodge the ruling
party, alleging that the two major parties, the
PDP and the APC have failed in fulfilling their
campaign promises in 2015 and 2019.
He said, “I want to contribute my quota to
my constituency and the country, my focus
is empowerment of the youths, education
and youth inclusiveness and participation
in politics. People are tired of the empty
promises of the PDP and the APC as they have
not delivered on their promises”.

Monye
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2023 Elections: NSA Directs Security
Agencies To Monitor, Profile Political Actors
National Security Adviser ,NSA, retired Maj.Gen. Babagana Monguno, has tasked heads of
security and law enforcement agencies to step
up close monitoring and profiling of political
actors who exhibit tendencies to subvert the
electoral process.
Monguno disclosed this at the Independent
National Electoral Commission ,INEC,
second quarterly meeting of the Inter-agency
Consultative Committee on Election Security
,ICCES, in Abuja yesterday.
The NSA, who is also the co-chairman of
ICCES, said that the political thugs and their
sponsors would equally be under discreet
surveillance for possible arrest and prosecution.
Monguno, represented by Mr Sanusi
Galadima, said that he had noted with utmost
concern, the growing uncertainty heralding the
conduct of party primaries for the 2023 general
elections.
“This is in addition to the unabated spate
of violence that threatened the upcoming off
cycle gubernatorial elections in Ekiti and Osun
States, arising from internal party wrangling,
increasing acrimony and bickering amongst
political actors.
“Also the inability of various contending
political blocs to amicably resolve differences
in line with democratic tenants.
“Consequently, the above disturbing
development has already culminated in intense
power play capable of heightening unnecessary
political tension across the country.
“More worrisome is the unguarded utterances
of some highly respected individuals and groups
which more often than not amplify divisive
narratives to the detriment of national security
and stability.
“Accordingly, heads of security and law
enforcement agencies have been tasked to step
up close monitoring and profiling of political
actors no matter highly placed who exhibit
tendencies to subvert the electoral process,
even as thugs and their sponsors would equally
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New SDP National
Chairman Assures
Of Transparent
Primaries

BY MBACHU GODWIN, ABUJA

Monguno

be trailed for possible arrest and prosecution”,
Yakubu said.
The NSA emphasised the need for INEC to
impress it on political parties to consistently
abide by prescribed rules as outlined in their
respective constitutions.
“This is to significantly reduce areas of
conflict and ensure a peaceful atmosphere for
a hitch-free off-cycle and general election”,
Monguno said.
Earlier in his remarks, the INEC Chairman,

Prof. Mahmood Yakubu, said that the general
security situation in the country and its impact
on the electoral process was a source of concern
to the commission.
Yakubu said that the commission would
continue to work with the security agencies to
ensure the success of all forthcoming elections
and electoral activities.
He said that as the INEC prepared for the
2023 General Election, it was also preparing
for two off-cycle governorship elections in Ekiti

Yahaya Bello ‘ll Be Last Man Standing In Presidential Race – Campaign Organisation
The Hope ’23 Yahaya Bello Presidential
Campaign Organisation has refuted in strong
terms, a fake report that Gov. Yahaya Bello
has picked the APC form for senate.
The News Agency of Nigeria recalls
that Bello, a presidential aspirant on the
platform of the APC, submitted his completed
Expression of Interest and Nomination forms
on Thursday in Abuja.
Dr Yemi Kolapo ,the Director, Media and
Publicity of the campaign organisation in a
statement yesterday, said that Bello would
be the last man standing in the presidential
race.
Kolapo said the campaign organisation
described the report as a laughable
concoction of desperate aspirants, who would
do anything to be in the shoes of Bello, the
leading contender in the 2023 presidential
race.
She urged the media to always do their
checks thoroughly and not play into the
hands of those she described as out-paced
politicians seeking to pull down serious
contenders with fake and utterly mischievous
reports.
“As we stand today in the build up to
the APC primary elections, Yahaya Bello’s
popularity among critical stakeholders, party
members in general, and Nigerians as a whole,
is unparalleled.
“Who among the aspirants has an office
address? Let them come and visit the
headquarters of the Yahaya Bello presidential

May 14 – May 15, 2022

campaign office and see that we are ready to
move to Aso Rock after our father, President
Muhammadu Buhari. Did Bello buy the
Senate form? A lie from the pit of hell.
“Our consultations across all the states of
the federation, including the Federal Capital

Bello

Territory, have shown that the next election
will only favour a man of the people.
“Our highly experienced and noble party
leaders know that the only consideration is
about winning elections and will field the
right candidate that will enable the party to
retain power. That candidate is Gov. Bello”.
According to Kolapo , the campaign
organisation can say conservatively that more
than half of the APC delegates are with Bello
and support him.
She said that people had decided to vote
their conscience and were yearning for that
loyal leader with the capacity to build on the
successes of President Muhammadu Buhari and
take Nigeria to the desired destination.
She said that it was disheartening that
some people could still resort to this kind of
intellectually deficit strategy to make themselves
relevant in an arena where they definitely had
no seats.
“We know the sponsors of this report and urge
them with every sense of decency to retrace their
steps and work on picking the pieces of their fast
crumbling political bricks instead of engaging
in petty, outdated “pull them down” gimmicks”.
Kolapo assured Nigerians and the teeming
supporters of Yahaya Bello, youths, women,
people with special needs and indeed all
Nigerians, at home and abroad of Bello’s
stance in the election.
“If there will be one individual left in the
presidential race, that individual will be
Yahaya Bello”, Kolapo said.

Ahead of the preparation for the 2023 general
elections, the new national chairman of the
Social Democratic Party, SDP, Alhaji Shehu
Musa Gabam has assured members of his party
and all aspirants of a free, fair, transparent and
credible primary election.
Alhaji Gabam , a former national Secretary of
the party, swapped positions with the former
national chairman , Dr Olu Agunloye who is
now the National secretary.
Speaking to newsmen yesterday at the
party’s National Secretariat Abuja, Gabam
who disclosed that the party is going to adopt
the indirect mode of conducting its primary
election, said it has no plan to impose consensus
on the aspirants.
The party chieftain said “Consensus is not our
focus , we are going for indirect primaries, we
are not going to force consensus arrangement
on any aspirant”
Gabam who said his party has been
repositioned to wrestle power from the ruling
party, the All Progressive Congress, APC, said
the party has been harvesting defectors from
the two major political parties in the country. ‘
The SDP is the party to beat in the 2023 general
election, by every definition and standard there
is no party that Nigerians are surging on like
the SDP “.
He dismissed insinuations in certain quarters
that a frontline presidential aspirant under the
platform of the All Progressive Congress, APC,
may have concluded plans to defect to the SDP
if he fails to secure the APC ticket.
“These are speculation, I don’t talk on
speculation, I won’t be part of rumour
mongers”.
Speaking on the call by the Inter Party
Advisory Council IPAC for the Independent
National Electoral Commission, INEC, to
extend the timeline of submission of candidates
names by two months, Gabam argued that it
will help the parties to streamline and fine-tune
the process, adding that it will equally help the
INEC more in doing their job.
“ The decision for extension was unanimously
agreed by the 18 political parties as presented
to the INEC by the IPAC chairman. The reason
was established in that letter. Extension will
do well for the INEC and the parties. Less than
one month or two weeks extension will be okay,
but if the INEC does not extend it we are okay
in the SDP”.

Gabam
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This is because they
have contributed
immensely to the
growth of the
nation with their
exceptional acting
skills and talents.
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NOLLYWOOD ACTORS WHO
WERE APPOINTED TO SERVE
THEIR GOVERNORS

JOHNSON

B

MICHAEL

HENSHAW

eing an actor comes with a lot of
advantages as well a lot of shoes to
fill. But these merits come to play
when you have paid your dues and
have contributed to the growth
and development of the movie industry.
Some actors who graced our TV screens in
the early 2000s are privileged to get political
appointments from their states.
This is because they have contributed
immensely to the growth of the nation with
their exceptional acting skills and talents.
These political appointments have made
most of them very successful. They are well
paid for their services to the nation and are
currently living their dream lives.
MERCY JOHNSON
Mercy Johnson Okojie hails from Okene in
Kogi State.
Born in Lagos State to a former naval
officer, Daniel Johnson and his wife
Elizabeth, she is the fourth child in a family
of seven. She started her primary education
in Calabar, Cross River State.
Her father, being a naval officer, was
later transferred to Lagos State, where she
continued her education at the Nigerian
Navy Primary School.
Primum times had some time in 2018
stated that, Nollywood actress, Mercy
Johnson-Okogie, has been appointed by
Governor Yahaya Bello of Kogi State, as his

UMOH

ADEBAYO

senior special assistant on entertainment,
arts and culture.
Johnson was appointed alongside 53
other Senior Special Assistants, SSAs.
The position is the 32-year-old actress’s
first political appointment in her home state.
Mercy is a renowned actress in the
Nollywood industry.
NKIRU SYLVANUS
In 2011, Nkiru Sylvanus aka Ble-Ble became
the Special Assistant on Lagos State affairs
to the former governor of Imo State, Rochas
Okorocha.
KATE HENSHAW
On 19 July 2014, Kate Henshaw officially
unveiled her campaign website as she was
aspiring to represent Calabar Municipal/
Odukpani Federal constituency under the
platform of the Peoples Democratic Party,
PDP.
Kate Henshaw lost the primary election
to Rt. Hon Essien Ayi but was appointed
as Special Adviser Liaison, Lagos by the
Cross River State Governor Ben Ayade in
December 2015
Kate is a renowned actress and filmmaker
who has risen to the height in Nollywood.
ZUBBY MICHAEL
Zubby is an A-list actor in the movie
industry. In 2019, he was appointed as the

SYLVANUS

EDO
Special Adviser on media to the former
governor of Anambra State, Willie Obiano.
Zubby was born in Ekwusigo Local
Government Area in Anambra State on
(February 1, 1985) but grew up in Adamawa
where he completed his elementary
education.
He attended Nnamdi Azikiwe University
where he obtained a degree in Mass
Communication. On 25 November 2019
he was appointed into a political position
as the Special Adviser on Media to the
Anambra State governor Willie Obiano.
IME BISHOP UMOH
OKON LAGOS is a renowned comic actor. In
2016, he was appointed as a special assistant
on Ethical and Social Reorientation to the
Governor of Akwa Ibom state, Udom Gabriel
Emmanuel.
FEMI ADEBAYO
Femi Adebayo, a lawyer, actor, producer,
and trophy ambassador has been appointed
Special Assistant on Arts, Culture, and
Tourism to the Kwara Governor, Abdulfatah
Ahmed.
“I was appointed as Special Assistant, SA,
to the Kwara State governor, on Arts, Culture
and Tourism. I thank God for an opportunity
to transform my state into a foremost tourist
state that will attract foreign and domestic
tourists. My fans, I need your support; leave

me not,” Mr. Adebayo said in a statement.
Femi is a renowned actor in the Nollywood
industry. He stars in Yoruba and English
movies. Years ago, he was appointed as
Special Adviser on Arts and Tourism to
Kwara State Governor.
INI EDO
Ini Edo is an Ibibio from Akwa Ibom State
located in the South-South, Nigeria. Her
mother was a school teacher and her father a
church elder. Ini Edo had a strict upbringing,
the second of four children, three girls, one
boy.
She attended Cornelia Connely College
in Uyo, Nigeria. She graduated from the
University of Uyo where she got a Diploma
in Theatre Arts. She also completed her
bachelor’s degree programme at the
University of Calabar where she studied
English.
In 2014 she got a scholarship to study law
at the National Open University of Nigeria,
NOUN.
Ini Edo is a renowned actress and brand
ambassador. In 2016, she was appointed
as the Special Assistant on Culture and
Tourism to Akwa Ibom State governor,
Udom Emmanuel.
Currently, she’s still the special assistant
on Culture to the governor (This is her
second tenure in office).
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With RUTH GBAKA

Ja Rule, Shatta Wale with some of their entourage

Shatta Wale And Ja Rule
On Same Stage In US
Ghanaian dancehall star,
Shatta Wale, performed on
the same stage with American
rapper, Ja Rule, at the worldfamous Prudential Center in
the United States of America.
The event they performed at
was put together to celebrate
the victory of the mayor of
Newark, New Jersey, at the
U.S.A.’s primary election.
The event they performed at
was put together to celebrate
the victory of the mayor of
Newark, New Jersey, at the
U.S.A.’s primary election.
But before Shatta and Ja Rule
performed on stage, they met
and exchanged pleasantries.
From a video that surfaced
on social media, it appeared
Shatta had introduced himself
to the rapper and they were
both happy to see each other.
They hugged and had a chit
chat. However, it’s not clear the
exact place the two met before
their performance.
Shatta Wale also performed

with Jupitar and a host of
other major artists and DJs.
The “On God” hitmaker had

the large crowd on their feet at
the party.
For a while now, Shatta

Wale

Wale has been in the USA. It
is known that he is working
hard to complete his Gift

Zinoleesky Says Fame Doesn’t
Give You Real Friends
Nigerian fast-rising music
star Zinoleesky has revealed
that fame doesn’t give you real
friends.
It’s crazy how money or fame
doesn’t even get u real friends
…. I just dey improvise since,” he
tweeted.
The singer recently made the
headlines after he was arrested
alongside his record label mate,
Mohbad.
In a video that went viral on
social media, the music stars
were harassed and manhandled
by men of the Nigeria Drug Law
Enforcement Agency.
At some point, the men of the
agency handcuffed Zinolessky
and pushed him away with some
other young men in the house

where the arrest was made.
The agency later released a
statement explaining the reason
behind their arrest.
“Yes, they have been arrested
because we had reliable
information that they were in
possession of drugs. We moved in
on them and recovered drugs. That
is why five of them were arrested;
three males and two females,” the
spokesperson for the NDLEA told
DailyTimes.
“When their house was searched
we found in their possession molly
and cannabis. The investigation is
still ongoing but we have to trace
where they are getting these
substances from.”
The music stars were later
released on bail.

Zinoleesky

of God, GOG, album which
may have some international
collaborations.
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Rihanna, Bringing Her Luxury
Skincare Products To Africa
Rihanna has announced plans to
open her new skincare and beauty
products line in Africa.
The launch of the Fenty Beauty
and Fenty Skin cosmetics products
that are backed by French luxury
goods group LVMH will coincide
with similar launches in seven

other African countries from later
this month, the Barbados-born
“Diamonds” singer, whose birth
name is Robyn Fenty, announced
on Tuesday.
“I have been waiting for this
moment. Fenty Beauty and
Fenty Skin are finally dropping

in Africa,” she said on her verified
Twitter handle. “Botswana,
Ghana, Kenya, Namibia, Nigeria,
South Africa, Zambia, Zimbabwe
we are coming at you on May 27,”
she added.
I’ve been waiting for this
moment!! @fentybeauty & @

fentyskin are finally dropping
in AFRICA!!! Botswana, Ghana,
Kenya, Namibia, Nigeria, South
Africa, Zambia, Zimbabwe...we
comin at ya May 27th and that’s
just the beginning!!! #FentyAfrica
She, however, did not give
more details on the planned

Rihanna

Disney Debuts Official Trailer For ‘Rise’
Movie On Giannis Antetokounmp

The official trailer for Disney’s
original
film
on
Giannis
Antetokounmpo’s life and family,
‘Rise’ has launched nearly a month
to its release.
The new visuals offers a firstlook into the title headed straight to
streaming via Disneyplus on June 24.
Starring real-life brothers Uche
Agada and Ral Agada as Giannis
and Thanasis respectively, the
Disney film follows the lives of the
Antetokounmpos, an immigrant
family from Nigeria struggling to
make a life for themselves in Greece
amid daily threats of deportation.
While Charles (Dayo Okeniyi) and
Vera (Yetide Badaki) Antetokounmpo
sail their family’s daily storms,
Giannis and Thanasis would play
basketball with a local team. The boys
soon discover their great Basketball
talents rising to world champions.
Production for the Akin Omotoso
directed film kicked off last year with
Disney announcing in October that
Giannis would serve as executive
producer for the Bernie Goldmann
produced title.

“I am thrilled and honored that
Disney+ is bringing my family’s
story to people all over the world,”
the Milwaukee star said.
“My hope is that it will inspire those
in similar circumstances to keep the
faith, stay true to their goals and not
to give up on striving for a better life.”
The official synopsis for the trailer
reads: “After emigrating to Greece
from Nigeria, Vera and Charles
Antetokounmpo struggled to survive

and provide for their five children,
while living under the daily threat of
deportation.
With their oldest son still in
Nigeria with relatives, the couple were
desperate to obtain Greek citizenship
but found themselves undermined by
a system that blocked them at every
turn.
When they weren’t selling items
to tourists on the streets of Athens
with the rest of the family, encouraged

by their father, the brothers would
sneak away to play basketball with a
local youth team.
Latecomers to the sport, they
discovered their great abilities on the
basketball court and worked hard to
become world class athletes.
With the help of an agent, Giannis
entered the NBA draft in 2013 in
a long-shot prospect that would
change not only his life but the life
of his entire family.”

launch. The entry of her luxury
line of cosmetics would take
the war to other luxury brands
seeking a piece of the fast-growing
multibillion-shilling cosmetics
market pie.
The beauty and personal care
market in Africa is tipped to grow
by $1.26 billion (Sh144.9 billion)
between 2021 and 2025, according
to statistics from Datamonitor.
The data shows that the global
sales stood at $170 billion in
2011 with the biggest gains being
realised from skincare products
which account for 27 to 31 percent
of the global sales. Others are hair
care and fragrance.
Rihanna’s beauty company,
of which the Paris-based group
LVMH owns the other half, is
known for its broad range of 50
skin tones, including dark shades
products, which were rare when it
launched in 2017. This made it a
leader in inclusivity in the industry
catapulting the singer into huge
wealth.
The singer of “Umbrella” and
“Love the Way You Lie” ranks
second behind American media
mogul Oprah Winfrey as the
richest female entertainer, due
to her wildly successful ventures
into fashion and beauty, Forbes
said earlier.
Her $1.7 billion (Sh195.5
billion) net worth is owed to the
success of her cosmetic brand
Fenty Beauty, which she co-owns
with French luxury retailer LVMH.
According to Forbes, the beauty
product empire generated more
than $550 million (Sh63 billion)
in revenue in 2020.
The singer also owns a 30
percent stake in the Savage x Fenty
lingerie line, which raised money
at a $1 billion (Sh115 billion)
valuation in February last year.
In an interview with The New
York Times, the singer and
businesswoman, who has been
declared the world’s richest female
musician, said that she is still
getting used to her new financial
status.
“It’s tricky because it’s hard to
even accept that’s where you’re at
because I know where I’ve come
from,” she was quoted saying.
“At the same time, it feels
good to be able to inspire young
women and boys, who like me,
come from humble beginnings,
who come from parents who are
immigrants or who are immigrants
themselves, to be able to do this.”
Forbes, in the latest list of
international billionaires, released
by the US business magazine in
April, ranked the singer at 1,729.
The 36-year-old, who is
currently expecting her first child,
is also Barbados first billionaire,
the citizen reports.
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SNEAKERS
ON GOWNS?

T

he short answer is yes! Pairing sneakers with a dress is the latest
fashion trend that is here to stay. Kerry Mervin who is a fashion
blogger stated that, “When I first moved to Paris, I was stunned
by the amount of people who were wearing sneakers and a dress. I
was always the first to say, if you’re wearing a dress you should wear
wedges, heels, or flats”.
What kind of dress can be worn with sneakers?
An easy way to match your sneakers with your dress is to make sure that
both have one color in common, whether that is green laces to match the green
print or cream flowers to match cream sneaker soles.
It is a subtle hack, and your entire ‘fit’ will feel so much more put-together.
Below are dress ideas on styles to combine with sneakers:
A Chambray Mini. Perfect for showing off toned gams.
A Gingham Sundress. The casual shoes keep it from looking too precious.
A Black Turtleneck Dress. Black (with a touch of white) is the epitome of chic.
A Printed A-line Mini.
A Sweater Dress.
A Striped Tube Dress.
An LBD (Little Black Dress.
A Sophisticated Sheath.
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BEADS AS
ART OF
CULTURE

A

frican Trade Beads have become somewhat of a
fashion staple in recent years, both in Africa and
the Western world, primarily because of the Fair
Trade movement and efforts being made toward
environmental conservation.
Centuries prior to the trade-movement, nomadic groups
such as the Fulani, Krobo and Ashanti were crafting decorative
ornaments from natural materials, including wood, bone, clay,
teeth and agate.
The rarity of some mineral deposits (such as jade) influenced
the value of decorative accessories, to the extent such exquisite
creations were reserved purely for commissioned tribal jewelry
which would adorn the necks, wrists and waists of elite or
respected members, thereby making a nice use of beads in
fashion.
Jewelry took on the very new purpose of defining cultures,
dividing classes and distinguishing the elite or elders. Typically,
those of more wealth or aristocratic status would be adorned
with heavier, more statement pieces of jewelry.
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Take Aways From President Buhari’s
Brief, Productive VisitTo Abidjan (I)

Unpacking the main takeaways from President
Muhammadu Buhari’s visit to Abidjan, Cote
D’Ivoire, starts with the gain from a side
event, not the 15th Conference Of Parties to
the United Nations Conference on Combating
Desertification, UNCCF, which was the main
event, considering the significance of what the
President set out to achieve.
For the records, this was the first official
event hosted by President Buhari following
his election in December last year, as the
President of the Conference of Heads of States
and Government of the member states of the
Pan African Great Green Wall Agency, PAGGW.
The background was that in February 2021,
the French President Emmanuel Macron,
Secretary-General of the United Nations
António Guterres, and President of the World
Bank Group David Malpass, organized the
fourth ‘One Planet Summit’ which will focus
on biodiversity to mobilize commitments to
protect ecosystems and links to human health.
The summit brought together Heads of State
and Governments, leaders of international
organizations,
financial
institutions,
companies and NGOs, at the end of they
demonstrated strong commitments that
will lead to actions to preserve and restore
biodiversity, and systemic transformations of
economies.
President Buhari got elected to and found on
the table of the One Planet Summit Initiative
pledges amounting to $19 Billion to support
the activities of the PAGGW.
The necessity of this meeting was the need
on the part of the 11-member bloc, made up
of Nigeria, Senegal, Niger, Sudan, Mauritania,
Ethiopia, Mali, Eritrea, Djibouti, Burkina Faso
and Chad, facing dire and present danger due
to the devastating effect of desertification and
drought, impacting negatively on the security
of their communities and the livelihood their
people to confront these challenges associated

Buhari

with desert encroachment and drought.
The major objective of the President’s
meeting was to draw attention to the
USD 19 billion pledge and to trigger the
process for accessing the funds in order to
immediately embark upon land restoration
and tree planting, investment in small and

“

President Buhari got
elected to and found
on the table of the One
Planet Summit Initiative
pledges amounting to
$19 Billion to support
the activities of the
PAGGW.

medium sized farms/support to small holder
farmers, development of climate resilience
infrastructure, institutional framework to
enhance security, stability and governance and
capacity building.
The President, in his capacity as the President
of the member-states of PAGGW called on the
World Bank, African Development Bank and
the One Planet Summit Initiative to support
this drive by setting up a ‘Task Team’ to work
with PAGGW, and further requested the
UNCCD and One Planet Summit to advise
on a suitable Financial Consultant for the
PAGGW that can coordinate the process under
the auspices of the UNCCD and PAGGW in a
transparent manner.
If these steps follow as expected, access
should immediately be ensured to these huge
funds in the of opening “a new era for the
GGW.”
As emphasized by the President as well as
Amina Mohammed, the Deputy Secretary
General representing the United Nations,
what is needed at this time is action “with scale
and urgency,” to set in motion the re-greening
of the Sahel and changing the fortunes of the
1.3 billion people inhabiting the entire region.
President Buhari, who over the years had
taken the advocacy for Congo River InterBasin Water Transfer, a project that would
redistribute water from the Ubangui River into
Lake Chad saw an opportunity in the pledges
and charged the GGW agency, the funders
and the consultant to-be to give a serious
consideration to the issue.
He also highlighted the several
environmental challenges including creeping
land degradation, desertification and
drought in the Northern region, to wanton
deforestation, land encroachment, invasion
of coastal line, biodiversity loss, flooding and
coastal erosion in the Southern region of the
country.
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YELLOW
CARD
To Ibadan
Electricity
Distribution,
IBEDC, Plc over
3-month total
blackout in Gerewu
community,
Ilorin West Local
Government Area of
Kwara State.
Be warned!
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