
W
ith a release of the initial time-table by the Independent 
National Electoral Commission, INEC, releasing an 
initial time-table of activities ahead of the 2023 general 
elections; it appears that feverish pitch has enveloped 
the polity as some interested parties who are poised 

to take a shot at the nation’s presidency already making their ambition 
known.

So far, there are no dark horses parading themselves this time as it 
was in the last general election where there were more than a dozen 
interested candidates at that time of the election cycle, making a point 
as to their respective pedigree to lead such a complex nation as the Federal 
Republic of Nigeria. Many of them were pretenders who later turned out 
as contestants. As ever, we make a bold statement that the Nigerian 

enterprise has gone beyond the experiment of charlatans.
We emphasize that Nigeria is a complex nation, given a number of 

factors and theses border on a wrong ethnicity notion. One anonymous 
writer averred that the nation was naturally built on several faulty notions 
which have clanged to make a true national attitude difficult.

In a recent post by some Nigerians who are neither pro- north or 
south, they rebuffed such sentiments that appear that there is a wide 
gaffe between the North and the South of the country. All that they are 
pointing out is the fact that the mutual suspicion between the various 
regional groups is a function of an ingrained distrust which are not based 
on any genuine nationalistic fevour but on parochial interests.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5
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Minimum Wage: 
Abia Better Than 

Other S’East 
States –NLC

STORIES BY MARIAM SANNI, ABUJA

Central Bank of Nigeria, CBN, 
has disclosed that effective from 
February 1, 2022, all Import and 
Export operations will require the 
submission of an Electronic Invoice 
, e-invoice, authenticated by the 
Authorized Dealer Bank on  the 
Nigeria Single Window Portal- Trade 

Monitoring System, TRMS.
This was made known in a circular 

signed by the Director Trade and 
Exchange Department of CBN, Dr 
Ozoemena Nnaji titled: ‘’Guidelines 
on the introduction of E- Evaluator, 
E-Invoicing for Import and Export 
in Nigeria’’, made available to 
AljazirahNigeria in Abuja.

According to him, further to the 

circular referenced TED/FEM/FPC/
GEN/01/005 dated August 05, 
2020, all authorized dealers and the 
general public are hereby informed 
of the introduction of e-Evaluator 
and e-Invoice which replaces hard 
copy final invoices as part of the 
documentation required for all 
import and export transaction.

He explained that the new 

regulation is primarily aimed at 
achieving accurate value from 
import and export items in and out 
of Nigeria.

Dr. Nnaji said that the system 
would operate on a Global Price 
Verification Mechanism guided by a 
benchmark price.
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On This Day 
In History, 
JANUARY 22
1941
World War II: British and 
Commonwealth troops 
capture Tobruk from 
Italian forces during 
Operation Compass.

1973
The U.S. Supreme Court 
issued one of its most 
momentous decisions, 
ruling in Roe v. Wade 
that a Texas statute 
criminalizing abortion 
in most instances 
violated a woman’s 
constitutional right of 
privacy.

1987
Philippine security 
forces open fire on 
a crowd of 10,000–
15,000 demonstrators 
at Malacañang Palace, 
Manila, killing 13.
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                                      HIGH                 LOW

 ABUJA          35 °C         17 °C
LAGOS            38°C 17 °C 
P/H     38°C 24 °C
MINNA     36°C          20°C
JOS             29°C         17° C
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ZERO TO HERO 

EXTRAORDINARY 
CAREER OF 

SENEGALESE 
ÉDOUARD MENDY

As sporting rags-to-riches stories go, 29 years old 
Édouard  Mendy who was clubless seven years ago 
is now the world’s best goalkeeper? Chelsea hero 
Mendy right up there despite ‘unacceptable’ Ballon 
d’Or snub

It looked like Mendy’s career was ending in failure 
at the age of 23 – not exactly youthful in the world 
of football where prodigies like Wayne Rooney, 
Rashford become titans of the game at age of 20.

The 29-year-old was born in France to a father 
from Guinea-Bissau and a mother from Senegal – 
making him eligible to play for all three countries. 
Guinea-Bissau called Mendy up for a couple of 
friendly matches in 2016, and he agreed to play for 
them as an act of homage to his then terminally ill 
father but he later chose Senegal.

Looking back through Mendy’s astonishing 
career, perhaps the most surprising thing is that a 
footballing colossus didn’t spot him and snap him 
up sooner. But the moment finally arrived in the 



Annie Idibia Rejoices Over 
Hubby 2face Idibia

Busayo Lauds Husband 
Tells Timi Dakolo

Nollywood actress Annie Idibia has 
described her husband, music icon 2Face 
Idibia as a god.

“Celebrating this incredibly talented 
man! I feel I take him for granted. 
Sometimes I forget that I literally live 
with a god. I am grateful to the universe 
that I get to wake up next to this spirit 
every other day”, she wrote.

Annie and her hubby 2Face Idibia 
are one of Nigeria’s most influential 
celebrity couples.

They tied the knot in 2012 and have 
two daughters together.

However, it hasn’t been a rosy journey 
as the strength of their marriage was 
tested in 2021 when Annie publicly 
called him out.

A frazzled mum has revealed that she’s 
calling her second son the same name as 
her first - but she’s riddled with concern 
that they’ll both hate it.

The expectant mum holds a deep 
connection to the name and she loves it 
so much that she’s using it again on her 
second son.

But before she sets it in stone, the 
excited mum took to Mumsnet to ask 
other parents their thoughts on her 
dilemma - and she received a mixed bag 
of reactions, to say the least.

Taking to the platform, the indecisive 
mum penned: “Does it matter if you use 
a name that you’d already used?

“So, first child is, say, William David 
James and plan for second boy is James 
Thomas Pete.

“Having a discussion with a friend who 
thinks it’s ok as third names aren’t used 
very much and she really wishes she’d 
used James as a first name the first child.

“Would anyone care and do you think 
the boys themselves would be bothered 
when they got older?”

Naturally, her dilemma received quite a 
mixed reaction with some users claiming 
the decision is ‘lazy’, while others agreed 
that it makes sense.

One MumsNet user pointed out: “Kate 

She called him out over his 
‘suspicious’ relationship with one of his 
baby mamas, Pero.

She also accused his family of not 
loving and caring about her since their 
marriage.

A few weeks later a leaked audio 
taping of the movie star surfaced where 
she threatened fire and brimstone.

2Face later released a statement asking 
the public to back off his marital issues.

While the dust from the social media 
dragging was still settling, singer Brymo 
tweeted that 2Face once accused him of 
sleeping with his wife.

Disturbed by Brymo’s tweets, 2Face 
through his lawyers, threatened to sue 
him for N1B.

Busayo Dakolo, wife of the Iyawo Mi 
crooner and winner of the maiden 
edition of West Africa Idols, Timi 
Dakolo has celebrated her husband 
Nigerian music star Timi Dakolo on 
his birthday.

The celebrity photographer took 
to her Instagram page on Thursday, 
January 20, where she penned a cute 
note to her husband.

“Dear Husband @timidakolo 
Over the years you have been full of 
kindness, love and patience. May this 
year channel you into the next level of 
greatness and always know that I am 
here for you. Your wife,” she wrote.

Dakolo is a Nigerian singer, 
songwriter and music producer.
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Woman To Name Both 
Sons Same Name

funny world

Describes him as a god

Middleton did it for Louis. Personally, I’d 
try to find each child their own names, 
but I don’t think it’s a massive problem.”

She took to MumsNet to share her 
dilemma 

While another echoed: It’s fine. Family 
names often get reused in different 
order.”

“Seriously, I know friends who have had 
this dilemma and used 1st child’s middle 
name as other child’s first. I think it’s 
all how you spin it. My suggestion was 
‘we liked it so much we named you both 
it’ and it can be a link between them. 
Another friend named her girls all the 
same middle name for the same reason - 
to give them a link,” someone else shared.

However, there were some parents who 
were completely against the idea.

“It would feel a bit half-hearted to me. 
As if they couldn’t be bothered spending 
too much time thinking of a name so just 
used recycled one of son no. 1’s runner-
up names,” one wrote.

While another complained: “There must 
be tens of thousands of feasible names, 
it seems a bit odd that you can’t think of 
a couple that don’t involve repeating one 
of the older sibling’s names.”

What do you think? Let us know in the 
comments.



PHOTO 
OF THE 

DAY

“People watch as the Petrol Tanker 
burns, at Olarem Petrol Station, 
Bashorun, in Ibadan, yesterday.

Photo: Kolapo Afolabi/NAN
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The Director stated that the 
imports and exports with unit 
prices that are more than 2.5% 
of the verified global checkmate 
prices would be queried and will 
not be allowed for successful 
completion of either form M or 
Form NXP.

‘’ Further to the circular 
referenced TED/FEM/FPC/
GEN/01/005 dated August 05, 
2020, all authorized dealers and 
the general public are hereby 
informed of the introduction of 
e-Valuator and e-Invoice which 
replaces hard copy final invoices 
as part of the documentation 
required for all import and export 
transaction.

‘’Effective, February 1, 2022 
all Import and Export operations 
will require the submission of 
an Electronic Invoice, e-invoice, 
authenticated by the Authorized 
Dealer Bank on  the Nigeria Single 
Window Portal- Trade Monitoring 
System, TRMS.

‘’Accordingly, the use of e-invoice 
shall be subjected to the following 
guidelines: the guidelines as 
they relate to the obligations 
of Importers and suppliers for 
the operations shall be as stated 

Import-Export: CBN Begins E-Evaluator, E-Invoicing February 1
below; production that are queried 
and will not be allowed successful 
completion of Form M, Form NXP 
as the case may be.

‘’ An importers/ exporter may 
effect payment to the credit of any 
foreign Supplier/buyer stipulate 
compliance with the obligations 
set out in this regulation and that 
the Supplier’s/sellers invoice must 
be submitted in electronic format 
and authenticated by Authorized 
Dealer Bank ,ADB, as part of the 
Documentation for payment’’, he 
noted.

FG, States, LGs Share N675.946bn Federation Allocation For December, 2021
Federation Accounts Allocation 
Committee ,FAAC, at its meeting 
chaired by the Permanent Secretary, 
Federal Ministry of Finance, 
Budget and National Planning, 
Alh. Aliyu Ahmed, through virtual 
conference shared to the three 
tiers of government, a total sum 
of N699.824 billion as Federation 
Allocation for the month of 
December, 2021.

From this amount, inclusive 
cost of collection to NCS, NUPRC 
and FIRS, the Federal Government 
received N279.457 billion, the 

States received N210.046 billion, 
Local Government councils got 
N155.456 billion while the oil 
producing states received N49.003 
billion as derivation ,13% of Mineral 
Revenue.

The communiqué issued by the 
Federation Account Allocation 
Committee ,FAAC, at the end of the 
meeting, indicated that the Gross 
Revenue available from the Value 
Added Tax ,VAT, for December, 2021 
was N201.255 billion as against 
N196.175 billion distributed in 
the preceding month of November, 

2021, resulting in an increase of 
N5.080 billion. The distribution is as 
follows; the Federal Government got 
N28.111 billion, the States received 
N93.705 billion, Local Government 
Councils got N65. 593billion.

The gross statutory revenue 
of N560.066 billion received for 
the month was lower than the 
N643.481 billion received in the 
previous month by N83.415 billion, 
from which the Federal government 
received N248.885 billon, States got 
N126.238 billion, LGCs got N97.324 
billion, Derivation ,13% Mineral 

Revenue, got N34.820 billion.
The communiqué also revealed 

that Companies Income Tax ,CIT, 
and Value Added Tax ,VAT, increased 
reasonably. Petroleum Profit Tax 
,PPT, and Oil and Gas Royalties 
decreased significantly while 
Import and Excise Duties decreased 
marginally.

The Distributable Statutory 
Revenue of N507.267 billion, VAT 
of N187.409 billion, Exchange Gain 
of N5.148 billion, bringing the total 
distributable revenue for the month 
to N699.824 billion.
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editorial MISSION STATEMENT
Our mission is to create hard-breaking national 
and international news, as it unfolds. We deliver 
unparalleled perspectives across multiple 
categories including politics, health, entertainment, 
education, classy, judiciary, parliament, foreign 
affairs, business, sports and more.

VISION STATEMENT
To operate a world class print media 

organisation collocated with 
positive journalistic ethics and 

practices at its peak to our beloved 
readers in Nigeria.

Who
SAID
What?
IN THE NEWS

“Nigeria cannot display 
the rice pyramid and the 
masses are hungry. Let 
us do the right thing; let 
us stick to the provisions 
of the constitution of 
the Federal Republic of 
Nigeria, let us ensure 
fairness, equity and 
justice for everybody 
then things would 
work.”

– Governor Samuel 
Ortom of Benue state

Some writers concerned about 
the Nigerian situation are 
vehement in their submissions 
that the country is working on 
a distorted history as there is 
no specific attitude to forge a 
country that was not built on 
parochial sentiments.

“According to Dele Momodu in 
a Television interview when he 
was asked to explain his usage 
of the term ‘owners of Nigeria’  
in one of his previous articles 
in one of the  Saturday  editions 
of ThisDay Newspaper. Dele 
Momodu went down memory 
lane to 1998/1999 when a 
running mate was being sought 
to run with Chief Olufalae 
during the elections that year in 
which Chief Olusegun Obasanjo 
was the opponent. Dele went on 
to say that he suggested to Chief 
Olufalae that Rilwan Lukman will 
be a good running mate. Armed 
with the consent received Dele in 
his account travelled to Vienna 
to see the late Rilwan Lukman 
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Dele went on 
to say that he 
suggested to 
Chief Olufalae 
that Rilwan 
Lukman will be 
a good running 
mate. 

“

to give him the news. Dele said 
after informing Rilwan Lukman 
of his mission, he laughed and 
told Dele that the ‘owners of 
Nigeria’ have decided that Chief 
Olusegun Obasanjo would be 
President. Probing further on 
who these ‘ Owners of Nigeria’ 
were, the late Rilwan Lukman 
said they were the top retired 
Military Generals in the country.

As at today five of these Generals 
are alive while the sixth one has 
died ,General Wushishi”, brilliant 
Dr Adeshina the Nigerian nation 
will continue to be prostrate 
and underdeveloped. Rigged 
system: The nation as currently 
constituted is rigged given the 
lopsided appointments of the last 
six years. This creates a challenge 
to deliver a diverse nation and 
get the common consensus 
in the polity supportive of 
development.  In the last couple 
of months Dr. Adeshina’s 
candidacy was being marketed 
as we see even with the platform 
given him to deliver his paper 
during the APC retreat of 2021.

We are not interested in 
any particular emergence of 
any candidate. We call for a 
level playing ground for all 
candidates to exhibit their latent 
qualities that would enhance 
their capacities to become the 
country’s leader.

We must live beyond ethnic 
and parochial sentiments that 
have caged us in several decades.

...first in breaking the news



BY IKHILI EBALU, BENIN CITY

Criminal case of the State 
vrs. Iyasere of Warri, 
Chief Johnson Atseleghe 
and eight others in the 
alleged murder of the 
Okaighele of Kolokolo 
Community in Ologbo 
Dukedom, Edo State, Mr 
Sunny Etchie has been 
adjourned to February 
4 for ruling on the trial 
against trial.

At yesterday’s hearing, 
the State Counsel, Mrs 
Osasu Ewemande closed 
her case, while the first 
defendant’s counsel, 
O.T Okeke opened his 
defense.

At the last hearing, the 
first defendant, Oluwa 
Esimijie objected to his 
statement tendered 
by the third witness, 
PW 3, Police Sergeant 
Marvelous Otoide, 
attached to the Cyber 
Crime Unit, Edo State 
Police Command.

The first defendant 
objected to the statement, 
saying he was made to 
sign under duress.

His counsel objected 
to the admissibility of 
the statement.

The PW3 in his 
testimony told the 
court that the first 
defendant’s statement 
was recorded in a 
conducive and serene 
environment.

Objecting to the 
statement, Okeke asked 
the court to discard the 
said statement, saying 
his client was made to 
sign under duress.

He objected to its 
admissibility.

Having listen to 
both counsels, Justice 
Mary Ituseli thereafter 
admitted it as exhibit 
T1.

Meanwhile, at 
yesterday’s trial, 
the first defendant 
narrated how he was 
treated by the police 
before his statement 
was taken at the 
Criminal Investigation 
Department and made 
to sign under duress.

“I was tortured by 
the police and passed 
out until I regained 
consciousness after 
three days.

Court Adjourns 
Suit On 
Murder Of 
Youth Leader

BY ISMAILA JIMOH, ABUJA

FCT Minister of State, Dr 
Ramatu Tijjani Aliyu, said 
for the past seven years, the 
nation’s capital has been free 
of wild polio virus.

She attributed the success 
recorded to the efforts 
of the Taskforce on Polio 
Eradication put in place by 
the Federal Capital Territory 
Administration, FCTA.

Aliyu, who made this 
known during the first 
meeting of the FCT Taskforce 
on Polio Eradication 
Initiative and Routine 
Immunization for 2022, 
called for more efforts to 
tackle the menace.

She said the administration 

will do everything possible 
to strengthen the entire 
routine immunization 
structure and primary 
health care landscape in total 
commitment to the vision 
of Mr President on polio 
eradication in Nigeria. 

Aliyu, who was 
represented by the Senior 
Special Assistant on 
Administration, Professor 
Muhammad Usman, noted 
that through the Basic 
Health Care Provision 
Fund, the administration 
is already rehabilitating the 
Primary Health Care, PHC, 
infrastructure, engaging 
additional health workers 
and providing essential 
medicines to strengthen the 

PHC sector.    
The minister urged 

chairmen of the six area 
councils to strengthen 
commitment to polio 
eradication and routine 
immunization activities 
in their various councils 
by regularly releasing 
counterpart funds and 
personal attendance at all 
meetings of the FCT Task 
Force on Polio Eradication 
Initiative and Routine 
Immunization.  

In his remarks, the 
Mandate Secretary, Health 
and Human Services, Dr 
Abubakar Tafida, revealed 
that the secretariat would 
deploy 1,639 teams in four 
days starting from January 

The newly appointed Director, 
Defence Information, 
Major General Ohwonigho 
Akpor, has urged the media 
to continue to advance the 
course of national security 
while playing its role as 
watchdog of the society.

Akpor made the call while 
taking over command of 
the directorate on Friday, in 
Abuja.

He pledged to progressively 
sustain and strengthen the 
existing media and military 
cooperation aimed at 
building a more peaceful and 
progressive nation.

According to him, just as 
the media is essential for 
informing the public about 
military operations, the media 
also largely depends on the 
military to fulfil its mandate.

New Defence Spokesman Assumes Duty, 
Tasks Media On National Security

“Suffice to mention that, 
while performing its watchdog 
functions, the media needs to 
always remember to play the 
vital role of advancing the 
course of national security,” 
he said.

He said that the military 
with other security agencies 
had been in the forefront of 
maintaining the sovereignty 
and territorial integrity of the 
nation as well as facilitating 
economic, political and energy 
security, amongst other 
aspects of national security.

He added that morale 
component had remained 
an important component 
of fighting power, which 
according to him, enables 
personnel to fight efficiently, 
braving all difficulties 
while carrying out their 

constitutional roles.
He, however, urged the 

media to play their part in 
sustaining the morale of the 
citizenry and especially that of 
the personnel of the military 
and other security agencies 
that had been tackling the 
contemporary security 
challenges confronting the 
nation.

According to him, the Chief 
of Defence Staff, Gen. Lucky 
Irabor, has always espoused, 
‘Whole of Society Approach’ 
in dealing with national 
security issues thus, fostering 
the morale of the fighting 
troops.

“The morale of the military 
would remain your critical 
contribution to national 
security as members of the 
press.

22 to vaccinate 1,165,981 
under five years children in 
2,837 communities across 
the territory.  

Tafida, therefore, charged 
participants to identify the 
numerous challenges facing 
immunization in area councils 
and community levels with a 
view to finding solutions.  

It would be recalled that in 
2015, Mr President personally 
signed the reviewed Abuja 
Commitment document on 
behalf of the federation while 
the Chairman, Governors’ 
Forum signed on behalf of 
the 36 governors and the 
FCT Minister to ensure a 
polio free nation with clear 
responsibilities for each tier 
of government.  

FCT Polio Free For 7yrs, Says Minister
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“I must commend the 
Defence Correspondents for 
demonstrating high sense 
of professionalism in the 
coverage and reportage of 
defence and security matters.

“I earnestly urge you to 
continue to remain patriotic 
while observing the ethical 
journalistic norms of 
objectivity, fairness and 
balance in reporting defence 
related issues, as we work 
together to build the Nigeria 
of our dream,” he said.

The outgone Acting 
Director, Defence 
Information, Air Commodore 
WAP Maigida, said the 
military had effectively 
harnessed the support and 
goodwill of the public, using 
media platforms to achieve 
successes in its engagements.

BY JOEL AJAYI, ABUJA

National Youth Service 
Corps, NYSC, has reiterated 
its commitment to 
provide an enabling work 
environment and deploy 
ICT infrastructure for 
optimal productivity.

It also said the scheme 
would not tolerate 
unethical practices that can 
compromise its operations 
or tarnish its image.

A press statement issued 
by the Deputy Director, 
Press and Public Relations, 
Emeka Mgbemena 
indicated that the Director-
General, Major-General 
Shuaibu Ibrahim, made 
this known in an address 
at a training workshop for 
heads of corps discipline 
and reward held in Abuja, 
with the theme; “Enhancing 
the roles of corps discipline 
and reward on the NYSC 
Integrated Platform”.

Ibrahim said the 
workshop was designed to 
impact on the participants, 
modern trends in the world 
of information technology 
and also equip them better 
for their responsibilities 
as regards the operations 
of the NYSC integrated 
platform.

“Without doubt, the 
introduction of ICT has 
resulted in better work 
efficiency, improved 
processes and productivity, 
as well as effective service 
delivery.

‘‘In sustaining these 
gains therefore, the NYSC 
management is determined 
to continuously equip our 
officers with relevant skills 
and provide an enabling 
environment to ensure 
full participation in the 
digitalization process”, the 
DG added 

He stated that 
management is making 
arrangements to make it 
easy for absconded corps 
members to make online 
refund of allowances earlier 
collected.

He listed the benefits 
of the new NYSC 
remobilization module to 
include; proper tracking 
of all absconded cases, 
prompt availability of 
accurate details of refunds 
of allowances earlier 
collected by remobilized 
corps members, seamless 
and harmonious processing 
of all activities relating to 
absconded/remobilized 
cases at state secretariats, 
among others.

NYSC To Enhance 
Digitalized Work 
Environment For 
Staff
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Minister of State for Science, Technology and Innovation, Alhaji Mohammed Abdullahi (R); Director-General, Nigerian 
Institute of Leather and Science Technology, (NILEST), Prof. Mohammed Yakubu (2nd, R) and others inspecting an exhibition 
during the NILEST graduation of 165 trainees on footwear and leather goods manufacturing, in Abuja on Thursday.
          PHOTO: HOGAN BASSEY/NAN



BY DAUDA ISMAIL

Shocking facts have emerged about the status and 
activities of FRABEMAR in Africa, the company 
that Nigeria’s Minister of Transportation, Mr 
Chibuike Ameachi, guided by the immediate past 
Executive Secretary of Nigerian Shippers Council, 
Hassan Bello, had singlehandedly contracted for 
multi-billion-dollar cargo tracking “due diligence” 
on companies.

The company has soiled its name in a number 
of African countries as well as in Europe. 
FRABEMAR, according to documents sourced 
from the Democratic Republic of Congo, was 
kicked out of Congo, Mali, and some other African 
countries for fraud against the states, corrupting 
ministers, and government officials. 

The Office of Inspector-General of Police had 
on August 31, 2012 indicted FRABEMAR and 
the state company, OGEFREM of corruption and 
embezzlement. Prof. Boniface Musambi Kabisa, 
Deputy IG in charge of suppression of corruption 
and misappropriation of public funds, had written 
to the Attorney General, Public Prosecutor at the 
Supreme Court of Justice reporting criminal 
offences relating to the contract signed and 
perpetrated between OGEFREM and FRABEMAR, 
the Italian firm responsible for producing on behalf 
of OGEFREM, Electronic Import Information 
Sheets, FERI.

However, Congolese officials and OGEFREM 
house specialists had deplored what they called 
the “mafia nature” of the contract with the sole 
aim of diverting millions of American dollars to 
the detriment of OGEFREM with the complicity 
of its own leaders. Kabisa also said serious signs of 
corruption are also manifested by non-compliance 
with the public procurement rules. “All these 
frauds are listed in the message from the PCA/
OGEFREM which dated May 4, 2012 deplores the 
irregular nature and serious anomalies”.

Calling for a probe of OGEFREM and 
FRABEMAR, he wrote: “We ask the Attorney 
General of the Republic in his capacity as Public 
Ministry Prosecutor to the Supreme Court of 
Justice to terminate this contract which gives 
the impression of having been negotiated by the 
mercenaries. 

“To prosecute all members of the Board of 
Directors of OGEFREM from the Head for 
Embezzlement of Public Money and Corruption”.

It was the first trial of Franco and Massimo 
Bernardini, and their company, the maritime 
brokerage agency, FRABEMAR in Genoa for 
international corruption. According to two well-
known city brokers at the top of FRABEMAR, the 
company “paid bribes in Africa disguised with 
charity”.

EIL PRIM0 during its trial in Genoa for 
international corruption and two rather well-

known entrepreneurs, Franco and Massimo 
Bernardini, and their company, the maritime 
brokerage agency, “Frabemar specialising in 
business in Africa, were indicted by the judge 
of the preliminary hearing Franca Borzone. 
The Bernardines are accused of having paid 
bribes in Congo, where instead they presented 
themselves as entrepreneurs-beneficiaries, to 
obtain an important public assignment from 
debt collectors. The first bribe, according to the 
deputy prosecutor Francesco Pinto who asked and 
obtained the judgment, was paid to Emile Ngoy 
Kasongo, former Congolese minister, and then at 
the summit of OGEFREM.

Office de gestion du fret multimodal, as the sort 
of customs agency with immense powers in the 
field of import-export, Frabemar obtained between 
2009 and 2013 the overpaid task to manage it, 
effectively becoming the private collector on behalf 
of the African state in exchange for a suspected 
bribe of 1,822,246.42 Euros.

The money, it was revealed, ended up in 
an account of the Intesa branch via Dante in 
Genoa. Passing through the “Cabinet Munkindji 
& Associates” law firm of Kinshasa: on the 
consultant’s card paid by the Bernardines, for the 
mediator investigators of the splints.

The prosecution claimed that another 111,643 
Euros have been credited instead to Kasongo again 
via the professionals of Kinshasa, on a deposit 
opened by the African politician in the Julius Baer 
bank of the Principality of Monaco.

A cross section of Nigerian stakeholders who 
spoke to this newspaper expressed shock as well 
as deep worry over the decision of the Nigerian 
government through its minister of Transport, to 
decide to bring into the county company which 
has soiled its name across the world from Italy in 
Europe to countries in Africa.

One respondent who gave his name as Danjuma 
Joshua said, “I believe Nigerians can now see the 

caliber of persons they have as leaders. People 
who do not have the slightest of regard for the 
country or it citizens but concern themselves with 
their personal aggrandizement. Otherwise, why 
will such a failed company whose other name is 
corruption be brought into our dear country, to 
further impoverish her.

“I don’t know when my dear country will be 
free from these public office holders who go into 
politics with the sole intention of destroying the 
country and its citizens?”

Another respondent, Jumoke Adelaja also 
expressed disappointment at the news of 
FRABEMAR and its associates that have jointly 
been indicted of defrauding companies will be 
invited to destroy Nigeria in its strides. “I think 
Nigeria has gotten to the stage where everyone 
is on its own. It is just like the biblical “to your 
tent oh’ Israel, otherwise why will persons who 
are highly educated and exposed to be found 
wanting in this regard? Why will they always and 
continually contribute to the destruction and 
degradation of Nigeria? 

Meanwhile, there exists an archipelago of mini-
bribes that would have served to soften other 
figures in the DRC: in one occasion 5,000 euro cash 
delivered to the general manager Ogefrem Anatole 
Kikwa Mukambo while in another, they promised 
the minister of Finance, to that of Transport and 
to the president of Cnut (Shippers’ Council) of 
Niger, a percentage of 4% each on the receipts due 
to Frabemar for the issue of electronic certificates. 
In a case they have instead tried to bring together 
“Benin politicians”.

All these, finally insists the Prosecutor’s Office, 
has nothing to do with the lobbying work put in 
often in place by companies State, being private 
initiatives in all respects. Franco Bernardini 
had rejected the objections in the course of an 
interrogation: It is true that money was paid into 
an account opened by Kasongo; yes, however, it 
dealt with payments for professional services.

But after FRABEMAR SRL had been tried in 
court of law and kicked out of Congo and other 
countries, the company is now trying to get 
agents in other countries including Nigeria, to 
serially under remit the revenue accruable to those 
governments, and indulge in tax evasion, reliable 
sources had gathered.

Outlandishly, the fraudulent transactions 
of FRABEMAR and its expulsion from those 
countries made the headlines in newspapers 
of Mali, Congo, Italy and others culled by these 
newspapers.

As a result of their crookedness, the company 
tried to re-establish business contacts in Africa 

using another name but were also found out and 
kicked out.

“That is why they are now using FRABEMAR UK 
Ltd to disguise the notoriety of FRABEMAR SRL. 
Italian authorities also investigated Frabemar SRL, 
charged them to court and thereafter sanctioned 
them specifically for bribing government officials 
in Africa. The company does not have expertise 
in cargo tracking; it only deals in pre-shipment 
inspection and documents verification. They don’t 
have any life portal, materials etc, to track cargo 
in a way that it provides an alternative check to 
the documents provided by the shipping agents. 

“Please understand that the International 
Cargo Tracking Note Nigeria intended to procure 
is primarily a security tool that tells the Nigerian 
Ports Authority, Customs, Ministry of Finance, 
and Security Agencies in real-time the nature of 
the products, the exact weight, and the precise 
value, before the product is even loaded on the 
vessel to its Destination port. In fact, Frabemar has 
not done this anywhere in the world”, a maritime 
expert had said.

Curiously, the same expert companies Medtech 
Scientific Limited have now employed their 
technical partners  Frademar UK Ltd and hidden 
in small prints in a shabbily done OBC to ICRC, 
Frademar SRL Genova Italy. While Frademar UK 
Ltd is registered as a textile trading company, it is 
actually a shell company used to mask Frademar 
SRL which is merely a shipping agency. These great 
efforts to mask Frabemar SRL clearly show that 
this was a premeditated and well-thought-out 
fraudulent scheme by the public officers.

The Honorable Minister who had circumvented 
due process in the award of the multi-billion dollar 
contract for the International Cargo Tracking Note 
(ICTN), had only recently raised a team, populated 
with individuals who had been instructed to deliver 
a prearranged report, to visit Italy and London in 
a bid to show some semblance of carrying out the 
required “due diligence’’ as was recommended by 
ICRC, on the companies. These individuals were 
drawn from the Nigerian Shippers Council, ICRC, 
and Federal Ministry of Transportation.

our 
But a simple peep into the companies, 

coupled with the OBC sent to ICRC by Nigerian 
Shippers Council would have shown that they 
have absolutely NO experience and knowledge 
of the service they want to render. Medtech is a 
medical equipment supply company registered 
and operating here in Nigeria, but choose to use 
their UAE branch for this scheme. The company 
has neither implemented CTN for any country nor 
possessed any known platform to do so.

Exposed: Amaechi’s 
Multi-billion Dollar 
Tracking Contract 
Firm Disgraced

“To prosecute all 
members of the 
Board of Directors 
of OGEFREM 
from the Head for 
Embezzlement of 
Public Money and 
Corruption”.

“
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Amaechi

Company sacked from countries in Europe and Africa
Known for committing fraud against states
Members of the Board of Directors not left out



UNICEF Lauds KSA’s Decision To 
Resume In-Class Education

Mangroves: Kingdom’s Efforts To Protect Nature’s Guardians

KSrelief 
Continues Aid 
Projects In 
Yemen, Sudan

Jumana Haj Ahmad, the agency’s deputy representative for the Gulf area, said it was an important step.

UNICEF has praised Saudi Arabia’s 
decision to reopen its schools for 
kindergarten and elementary 
students.

The agency’s Deputy 
Representative for the Gulf area, 
Jumana Haj Ahmad, said it was an 
important step, adding that during 
the COVID-19 pandemic schools 
should be the last to close and first 

to reopen.
Ahmad’s remarks came 

during a visit to the Kingdom’s 
Satellite Broadcasting School, 
where the Education Ministry’s 
Undersecretary for Public 
Education, Mohammed bin Saud 
Al-Migbel gave a briefing on how 
lessons delivered by the facility 
were recorded and supervised. He 

also gave a presentation on the 
Madrasati and Rawdati platforms.

Ahmad said Saudi Arabia’s 
provision of online education 
through the two platforms and the 
EIN channels was world leading. 
She also noted the Ministry of 
Education’s efforts to ensure 
children’s psychological and social 
growth, and programs to protect 

Mobile nutrition clinics of the 
King Salman Humanitarian 
Aid and Relief Center in Al-
Khawkhah district, Yemen, have 
continued to provide treatment 
services.

In one week, the clinics 
received 6,978 patients with 
various health conditions 
in different clinics and 
departments and provided 
them with necessary medical 
services. The clinics also 
provided 2,614 individuals with 
various medications.

The center distributed more 
than 42 tons of food baskets in 
Al-Shamaitain district of Taiz 
governorate, benefiting 1,723 
people.

Yemen is among the top 
beneficiaries of KSrelief 
assistance. In total, the center 
has implemented 644 projects 
in Yemen at a cost of $3.9 
billion.

Meanwhile, KSrelief has 
continued distributing food 
and shelter aid to those affected 
by the floods and the neediest 
families in Sudan. The center 
distributed more than 28 tons 
of food baskets in Sennar state, 
benefiting 5,700 people.

As part of the Saudi Green Initiative, 
which was launched last year with 
the aim of tackling climate change, 
reducing carbon emissions and 
improving the environment, 10 
billion mangrove trees will be 
planted across the Kingdom.

Mangroves, ancient coastal 
plants that grow partly submerged 
in salt water and thrive in warmer 
climates around the world, are 
considered a cornerstone of coastal 
environmental development and so 
have a key role to play in achieving 
the objectives of the initiative.

Ahmed Almansi, a coastal and 
marine environment consultant 
at the National Center for 
Vegetation Cover and Combating 
Desertification, told the media that 
mangroves grow along the coasts of 

the Red Sea and the Arabian Gulf.
“This provides an impetus for the 

center to cultivate more mangroves 
in these environments”, he added.

According to the center, two 
types of mangroves commonly grow 
on the Red Sea coast: Avicennia 
marina, commonly known as gray 
or white mangrove, and Rhizophora 
mucronata, also known as loop-root, 
red or Asiatic mangrove. They are 
highly sensitive to cold.

“Mangroves grow in the form of 
scattered patches in the intertidal 
areas of the Red Sea coast and are 
lower in height in the northern 
regions”, the center said. “The 
reason for these differences in 
height may be the low temperatures 
that the bushes are exposed to in 
the northern part of the Red Sea in 

winter”.
The avicennia marina type of 

mangroves that grow in the Asir and 
Jazan regions are the largest found 
on the Saudi coast, the center said, 
and “the coastal areas and patches of 
the Red Sea that contain mangroves 
in the Kingdom cover an estimated 
area of about 35,500 hectares”.

There are a number of reasons 
why mangroves are considered so 
important to environmental and 
conservation efforts. They have the 
ability to absorb pollutants such 
as heavy metals and other toxic 
substances from water, which helps 
to protect seagrass and coral reefs.

They also act as natural filters 
for sewage, preventing pollutants 
originating on land from reaching 
deep waters. And the trees help 
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them from abuse.
The ministry said elementary 

and kindergarten students in all 
the regions of the Kingdom would 
begin returning to school from 
Sunday.

Schools in remote areas would 
be the first to open as there were 
fewer coronavirus cases there, it 
said.

to mitigate the effects of climate 
change as they can absorb large 
amounts of carbon from the 
atmosphere compared with other 
tropical trees.

Mangroves also form “green 
barriers” that serve as a first line of 
defense for coastal communities, 
protecting them from damage 
caused by storms and waves, 
preventing erosion and helping to 
stabilise beaches.

“These green barriers absorb 
at least 70 to 90 percent of wave 
energy generated by the winds,” 
said Almansi. “They are also able 
to reduce the intensity of tsunami 
waves by mitigating the catastrophic 
amount of wave energy associated 
with them, which helps reduce the 
loss of life and property damage”.
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GACA President Abdulaziz Bin Abdullah Al-Duailej inspects the project to expand the arrival and departure terminals at Hafar Al-Batin Airport in Qaisumah.
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GACA President Reviews Progress 
In Hafar Al-Batin Airport

Female Artists Craft Tributes In New Exhibition At Scitech

KSA To Ensure 
Yemeni Security 
– Prince Khalid President of General Authority of 

Civil Aviation, GACA, Abdulaziz Bin 
Abdullah Al-Duailej has inspected 
the project to expand the arrival 
and departure terminals at Hafar Al-
Batin Airport in Qaisumah, which is 
currently being implemented.

He was briefed on-site about the 
progress of the construction works, 
the latest equipment and the works 
in progress on the project.

He listened to a detailed 
explanation of the project and 
what has been accomplished so 
far, according to the project’s 
operational plan to ensure the 

speedy completion of the project.
Al-Duailej also inspected the 

current terminal at Hafar Al-Batin 
Airport, toured its facilities, and 
was reassured on the workflow 
mechanism.

He was acquainted with the level 
of services provided to travelers, 
stressing the importance of 
improving the quality of services 
and about enhancing everything 
that would provide a healthy 
environment at the airport and 
a flexible travel experience for 
travelers.

It is noteworthy that the Hafar Al-

Batin Airport project in Qaisumah 
aims to expand the existing 
terminals and add an international 
terminal to reach a capacity of 
700,000 passengers annually, with 
a total area of 3,900 square meters, 
which contains six gates and nine 
check-in counters.

The airport will also be equipped 
with the latest operating and service 
systems to ensure the highest 
levels of comfort and safety for 
passengers, and to provide all 
necessary infrastructure facilities 
for the airport.

It has been said that diamonds 
are a girl’s best friend, but a new 
exhibition at the Sultan bin 
Abdulaziz Science and Technology 
Center suggests that agate is the 
gemstone that best symbolizes 
femininity. 

“I see agate, as representing, 
the inner beauty of a woman”, 
Saudi artiste, Esmat Mohsen 
Almohandis, the curator of the 
exhibition, which is called “The 
Agate”, told the media. Since most 
women are fond of jewelry, agate 
seemed like a good theme for an 
exhibition of the work of female 
artists, she explained.

According to the International 
Colored Gemstone Association, 
“Agate was highly valued as a 

Deputy Minister of Defense, Prince 
Khalid Bin Salman has stressed 
the determination of the Saudi-led 
Coalition to ensure security and 
stability in Yemen.

“During my meeting with the 
UN Special Envoy for Yemen, 
Hans Grundberg, we discussed 
the latest developments in Yemen 
and UN efforts to reach a political 
resolution,” Prince Khalid said in 
statements on his Twitter account 
on Thursday.

“I appreciate the opportunity to 
discuss ways to end the Yemen war 
and ensure stability on the Arabian 
Peninsula with Prince Khalid 
bin Salman. We agreed to work 
closely together and I look forward 
to continuing cooperation”, 
Grundberg said.

Prince Khalid also met with the 
US Envoy for Yemen to discuss the 
latest developments in Yemen. He 
stressed the commitment of the 
Coalition led by Saudi Arabia to 
support the Yemeni government 
and people, and to drive efforts 
to reach a political resolution that 
achieves stability for the region.

Earlier, Prince Khalid Bin Salman 
affirmed that Saudi Arabia and 
other Gulf Cooperation Council, 
GCC, states were striving to bring 
Yemen within the GCC system so 
that its people could enjoy security, 
stability and development like the 
people of other Gulf Arab states.

talisman or amulet in ancient 
times. It was said to quench thirst 
and protect against fever. Persian 
magicians used agate to divert 
storms.” In Arabian folklore, agate 
is said to contain healing properties 
and bring power to its wearer.

The exhibition, hosted by Scitech 
in partnership with Alwan Al-
Sharqia, consists of 70 paintings, 
all by female artists. Most of the 
artists are from Saudi Arabia, but 
a few are from neighboring Arab 
countries.

One of the participants, Hind Al-
Tharman, used sustainable material 
in her work. “Since the theme of the 
exhibition was the agate stone and 
women, I used agate as the lip color 
of the woman in my painting,” Al-

Tharman told the media. “My piece 
was not painted on canvas but on 
wood, on a table I already had. It 
can be turned into a table again or 
be displayed as a painting on the 
wall. I like to use recycling and to 
provide options”.

The paintings on show, if 
viewed in order, collectively tell 
a story of feminism and folklore 
by using fragmented storylines 
to build a narrative showcasing 
various milestones from many 
women’s lives, from marriage to 
motherhood, but also depicting the 
trials and triumphs of living in the 
era of COVID-19.

Much like the gemstone for 
which it is named, the exhibition 
is both beautiful and valuable.

UNICEF has praised Saudi Arabia’s 
decision to reopen its schools for 
kindergarten and elementary 
students.

The agency’s Deputy 
Representative for the Gulf area, 
Jumana Haj Ahmad, said it was an 
important step, adding that during 
the COVID-19 pandemic schools 
should be the last to close and first 
to reopen.

Ahmad’s remarks came 
during a visit to the Kingdom’s 
Satellite Broadcasting School, 
where the Education Ministry’s 
Undersecretary for Public 
Education, Mohammed bin Saud 
Al-Migbel gave a briefing on how 
lessons delivered by the facility 
were recorded and supervised. He 
also gave a presentation on the 
Madrasati and Rawdati platforms.

Ahmad said Saudi Arabia’s 
provision of online education 
through the two platforms and the 
EIN channels was world leading. 
She also noted the Ministry of 
Education’s efforts to ensure 
children’s psychological and social 
growth, and programs to protect 
them from abuse.

The ministry said elementary and 
kindergarten students in all the 
regions of the Kingdom would begin 
returning to school from Sunday.

Schools in remote areas would be 
the first to open as there were fewer 
coronavirus cases there, it said.

UNICEF Lauds KSA’s 
Decision To Resume 
In-Class Education
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Police Command in 
Borno has paraded five 
suspected kidnappers 
and 46 other suspects 
arrested for various 
crimes in the past three 
weeks in the state.

The suspects were 
arrested for various 
offences such as rape, 
homicide, robbery, 
vandalism, fraud and 
forgery.

The Commissioner 
of Police, Mr Abdu 
Umar, stated this while 
parading the suspects 
on Friday in Maiduguri.

Umar said that five 
of the 51 suspects 
were arrested for 
kidnapping in separate 
operations in Askira 
Uba and Hawul Local 
Government Areas of 
Borno and Gombi LGA 
in Adamawa.

He said that two of the 
suspected kidnappers, 
Buba Iggi and Adamu 
Buba were arrested in 
a bush in Askira Uba by 
police in collaboration 
with hunters following 
a tip off.

He said that three 
other suspects; 
Abdullahi Abubakar, 
Buje Jalo and Buba 
Manu were nabbed in 
Hawul and Gombi LGAs 
also with the support of 
hunters.

The Commissioner 
said that two persons 
were rescued from the 
suspected kidnappers 
who abandoned them.

“The arrested 
suspects confessed to 
the crime while efforts 
are being intensified 
to arrest their fleeing 
accomplices,” he said.

The News Agency of 
Nigeria, NAN, reports 
that others paraded by 
the police include two 
suspects for rape; three 
for robbery, four for 
culpable homicide, two 
for vandalism, eight for 
inciting disturbances, 
five for possession 
of hemp, four for 
extortion, 14 for theft, 
two for cheating, one 
each for fraud and 
forgery.

Police Arrest 
51 Suspected 
Kidnappers, 
Others In 
Borno

BY CALEB ISHAYA 

As the 2023 presidential 
election hots up, Civil Society 
Organisations under the 
auspices of Coalition of Civil 
Society Groups, CCSGs, have 
resolved that the presidential 
position should be zoned to 
the South. 

The coalition disclosed this 
during a media conference 
held in Abuja, where the 
CCSGs President, Bassey 
Etuk Williams, and Secretary 
General,  Abubakar Ibrahim, 
echoed that the North has had 
its fair share of the country’s 
leadership and now it is time 
to zone the Presidency to the 
Southern part of Nigeria.

Coalition also advised 
the ruling All Progressives 
Congress, APC, the opposition 

Peoples Democratic Party, 
PDP, and others, that in the 
interest of unity and equity 
should zone their presidential 
tickets to the southern part of 
the country come 2023 general 
election, adding that; the 
North having held sway since 
2015, it would be morally and 
politically justifiable to zone the 
presidency to the South.

The group said: “Since the 
return to civil rule in 1999, 
there has been an “unwritten 
convention” in the country for 
power rotation between the 
North and South. It baffles us 
that as the debates intensifies; 
most of those involved do not 
know what is generally at stake 
especially as it relates to unity 
and peaceful coexistence of the 
country. We have witnessed 
sharp division along religious 

lines ahead of the 2023 general 
election.

 “By heeding to this call is 
lawful though unwritten but 
it can foster peace and unity 
of the country; there won’t be 
either the ruling APC or the 
opposition PDP if there is no 
country called Nigeria.

 “We have watched with keen 
interest various agitations 
across the zones of our 
federating units, and we have 
come up with the agenda of 
championing and clamouring 
for Power shift to the South 
come 2023.

“There is no doubt that the 
North has had its fair share 
of the country’s leadership 
and now it is time to zone the 
Presidency to the Southern part 
of Nigeria which in our own 
opinion deserves it.

Gov. Abdullahi Sule of 
Nasarawa State on Friday 
inaugurated Safiyanu Isa as 
the substantive Chairman of 
Akwanga Local Government 
Area, following the demise 
of Emmanuel Leweh, the 
Chairman of the LGA.

The News Agency of 

Chief Whip of the Senate, 
Senator Orji Kalu, has 
revealed that he had told 
the National Leader of the 
All Progressive Congress, 
Bola Tinubu, that he would 
not run for president in 
2023, but had to change 
his mind due to pressure 
from different parts of the 
country.

According to him, his 

Gov. Sule Inaugurates New Akwanga LGA Chairman

I Told Tinubu, Others I Will Not Run For President – Uzor Kalu

Nigeria, NAN, reports that 
until his inauguration, Isa 
was the Deputy Chairman 
of Akwanga LGA.

Speaking at the 
inauguration in Lafia, Sule 
called for a minute’s silence 
in honour of the deceased 
and prayed to God to 

decision to contest was 
based on pressure from 
leaders from the six 
geopolitical zones who 
approached him to run.

Kalu was speaking 
in an interview with 
Silverbird Television 
yesterday monitored by our 
correspondent in Abuja.

He explained that he 
carried out adequate 

forgive whatever wrong he 
had committed and give him 
eternal rest.

The governor said that the 
exercise was in compliance 
with extant laws guiding local 
government administration in 
the state.

He, therefore, charged the 

consultations before 
making a U-turn.

Kalu revealed that he had 
earlier told some aspirants 
on the platform of the APC 
that he was not contesting.

Notably, he revealed that 
he told former governor 
of Lagos State, Mr Bola 
Tinubu, Ebonyi State 
Governor, Mr David Umahi, 
that he won’t contest.

“Rising from our expanded 
National Executive meeting, 
we resolved to get involved and 
join in the call for a power shift 
to the South come 2023.

“It baffles us that as the 
debates intensifies; most 
of those involved do not 
understand what is generally 
at stake especially as it relates 
to the unity of the country.

“We have witnessed sharp 
division along religious 
lines already ahead of the 
2023 general election. The 
current security situation 
and supremacy of a region is 
also affecting and shaking the 
foundation of the nation.

“Political gladiators across 
the divides have sharpened 
their tongues by throwing 
banters over power rotation. 
Some want it to remain in the 

CSOs Call On Political Parties To Zone Presidency To South
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new council boss to sustain the 
legacy of his former boss and 
ensure transformation for the 
benefit of the people of the area.

NAN reports that Leweh died 
on Thursday Jan. 13, after a 
brief illness in a private hospital 
in Abuja and was buried on 
January 19, 2022

He said he also told 
former president of the 
Senate, Mr Pius Anyim 
that he had no intention to 
contest.

“I didn’t want to join this 
contest before. When I met 
with Senator Tinubu, I told 
him I was not running. 
When I met with Governor 
Umahi, I told him I was not 
running.

The Police Command in 
Jigawa says three children 
drowned on Wednesday 
while swimming in a river 
in Guri Local Government 
Area of the state.

The Police Public 
Relations Officer, PPRO, 
in the state,  ASP Lawan 
Shiisu, confirmed the 
incident in statement on 
Friday in Dutse.

Shiisu said the deceased, 
identified as Musa Ahmad, 
12, Yusuf Ahmad, 7 and 
Alkasim Muhammad, 14, 
drowned in the river on 
Wednesday, Jan. 19.

“On 19/01/2022, at 
about 8 p.m., Insp Alhassan 
Sule, in charge of Gaduwa 
Police Outpost, Guri 
Divisional Headquarters, 
reported that, three 
children namely, Musa 
Ahmad, 12, Yusuf Ahmad, 
7, and Alkasim Muhammad, 
14, all of Kazamaki Fulani 
Settlement Guri LGA, while 
rearing camels.

“Incidentally, went to a 
stream located at Kazamaki 
village and drowned in the 
process of swimming to 
cross the river,” Shiisu said.

He explained that upon 
receipt of the report, 
natives of the village visited 
the scene and recovered the 
bodies of the deceased.

The PPRO added that 
the bodies were taken to 
Hadejia General Hospital, 
where they were certified 
dead by the doctor on duty.

According to him, the 
corpses were later released 
to their relatives for 
burial, after preliminary 
investigation revealed that 
no foul play was suspected 
with regards to the incident. 

3 Children Drown 
In Jigawa River
 – Police

North, while others want it back 
in the South for equality sake.

“Presidential election in 
Nigeria is highly influential 
and powerful as we all 
confer the greatest sense of 
belonging to the Federation 
on any ethnic or geopolitical 
zone that produces the 
President.

“This no doubt has 
deepened the agitation for 
power shift by various regions 
and thus, we have resolved 
to urge all the major political 
parties to have a deep think 
ahead of their convention 
and zoning by ensuring that 
the country remains united and 
sense of belonging is given to 
all by zoning the Presidential 
tickets to the Southern part 
of the country come 2023”, 
coalition concludes.
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President Coalition of Civil Society Groups, Comrade Bassey Williams Etuk (middle), addressing journalists during a 
World Press Conference  on power rotation to the South, flanked by Vice President Casmir Uche (right), and Comrade Wale 
Badmus Secretary (left) at the NUJ Press Centre, Utako, Abuja yesterday.   PHOTO: TYOZENDA TYOAKAA
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Regardless of whether 
you passed on your first 
go, or you’re one of the 
unlucky ones who took 
six attempts - you’ve got 
to admit, driving tests are 
hard.

And, while every 
driving test is required to 
feature a host of different 
things, they obviously 
differ depending on 
which part of the country 
you’re taking it in.

So, when one woman 
failed her first driving 
test in her native London, 
instead of re-booking 
locally, she decided to 
travel approximately 500 
miles to the Isle of Mull, 
just off the west coast of 
Scotland, in search of the 
UK’s ‘easiest’ test.

Constance Kampfner 
spent 10 hours 
travelling north, by 
car and ferry, having 
handpicked the test 
route after discovering 
it only consisted of one 
roundabout; her biggest 
fear.

However, on arrival, 
she struggled to find a 
single driving instructor 
willing to take her for her 
test, forcing her to turn to 
Facebook in desperation.

“I was determined I 
would pass my driving 
test the second time 
- I simply needed to 
optimise my chances. A 
quick Google search told 
me where I needed to go, 
the Isle of Mull. I booked 
for the earliest available 
date, in mid-December,” 
she told The Times.

“For their lessons 
residents tend to head to 
Oban on the mainland, 
where the ferry to the 
island departs from. 
None of the instructors 
I got hold of fancied the 
trip, each warning me 
of high chances that 
my crossing would be 
cancelled in bad weather. 
I took to Facebook, 
where local paramedic 
Mairi took pity and 
offered her blue Mini.”

A 61-year-old woman from 
Nebraska recently gave birth 
to her own granddaughter. 
Cecile Eledge embarked on 
this special journey and her 
son and his husband could 
have a baby of their own.

Eledge served as a 
gestational surrogate for her 
son, Matthew Eledge, and his 
husband, Elliot Dougherty, 
carrying their baby for nine 
months, according to a 
press release by Nebraska 
Medical Center. “There was 
no moment of hesitation. It 
was natural instinct.” Cecile 
Eledge said.

The family went through 
a lengthy process to 
determine if Eledge was a 
good candidate to serve as 
a gestational surrogate. Her 
age was a consideration, 
and she underwent several 
tests before doctors said 
she could carry the embryo. 
Dougherty’s sister donated 

the egg and Matthew Eledge 
donated this sperm.

On March 25, Eledge gave 
brith at Nebraska Medical 
Center in Omaha to Uma 
Louise Dougherty-Eledge. 
The healthy baby girl weighed 
in at 5 pounds, 13-ounces.

“We are thankful with how 
the whole process worked,” 
Matthew Eledge said. “We 
are really grateful that both 
Uma and her grandma are 
here, happy and healthy. For 
the time being, we’re just 
going to relax and enjoy this 
moment.”

Ramzy Nakad, M.D. 
delivered Uma, and several 
physicians on Nebraska 
Medicine’s Maternal Fetal 
Medicine Team saw Eledge 
leading up to the birth. Dr. 
Nakad said while his team 
of high-risk specialists see 
many older patients, this 
birth was “definitely a very 
exceptional case.”

Woman Fails After Travelling 
500 Miles To Take Driving Test

Grandmom Gives Birth To Her 
Own Granddaughter

Calf Born With Three Eyes, Four 
Nostrils Worshipped In India

Police Seize 345,000 Used Condoms In Vietnamese Warehouse
Police in Vietnam have 
confiscated an estimated 
345,000 used condoms 
which had been cleaned 
and resold as new, state 
media reported.

Footage by state-owned 
Vietnam Television, VTV, 
this week showed dozens 
of large bags containing 
the used contraceptives 
scattered across the 
floor of a warehouse in 
the southern province 
of Binh Duong.

Police said the bags 

weighed over 360kg 
(794 lbs), equivalent 
to around 345,000 
condoms, according to 
VTV.

The owner of the 
warehouse said they 
had received a “monthly 
input of used condoms 
from an unknown 
person”.

A woman detained 
during the operation told 
police the used condoms 
were first boiled in water 
then dried and reshaped 

on a wooden phallus 
before being repackaged 
and resold.

VTV said it was not 
clear how many of 
the recycled condoms 
had already been sold. 
The detained woman 
said she had received 
$0.17 (£0.13) for every 
kilogram of recycled 
condoms she produced.

Neither she nor the 
owner of the warehouse 
were available for 
comment.

A unique calf has been born 
with four nostrils and three 
eyes and locals believe it is an 
incarnation of God.

The Holstein Friesian 
jersey cow was born on 
a farm in Rajnandgaon, 
Chhattisgarh, India, where 
locals are queuing up to visit 
the ‘sacred animal’.

Farmer Neeraj Chandel 
claims many believe it is 
the Hindu God Shiva, also 
known as the Lord of Cattle.

In photos and video 
footage, the cow can be 
seen with a third eye on 
its forehead, as well as four 
nostrils.

Neeraj said: ”As soon 
as the cow gave birth, we 
thought it is some kind of 
a wound on his forehead 
before finding it as an eye 

with the help of a flashlight.
“We then found four 

nostrils which further saw 
the locals thronging our 
home after the nocturnal 
birth.

“The calf is moving 
normally and drinks milk 
from the mother’s udder and 
makes good use of the third 
eye on his forehead.

“It’s more like God has 
visited us.”

The Indian calf weighs 
around 30lbs and has a 
longer tongue than the 
average calf but is still 
managing to drink milk 
normally.

Locals believe the birth 
of the animal will bring 
villagers good luck and 
prosperity, with many 
showering the animal with 

gifts such as coconuts and 
flowers.

This is not the first calf 
with multiple eyes to be 
born.

In May 2021, a three-eyed 
calf arrived in Brynmawr, 
North Wales, where it was 
later slaughtered.

Although the Indian 

calf is not destined for 
slaughter, its future is still 
uncertain, as one livestock 
department official believes 
the animal will not survive 
for long.

They said: “These are 
rare cases but such mutant 
animals do not survive for a 
longer period.
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BY DAVID CHRISTOPHER, LAFIA

Nasarawa State Governor, 
Engineer Abdullahi 
Sule, has performed 
the groundbreaking 
ceremony for the 
construction of a 
N30 billion Nasarawa 
Technology Village, 
through Public-Private-
Partnership, PPP.

Sule performed the 
groundbreaking at an 
elaborate ceremony at 
the site of the project 
in Aso Pada, Karu Local 
Government Area on 
Thursday.

The governor pointed 
out that the event is a 
manifestation of the 
development roadmap 
of his administration 
as encapsulated in the 
Nasarawa Economic 
Development Strategy, 
NEDS, with the state 
government committed 
to attracting private 
investors to develop every 
sector of the economy.

Engineer Sule said he 
was particularly excited 
about the technology 
village project because 
it further demonstrates 
the thrust of the 
administration to help 
capable young men 
develop their potentials.

He specifically 
commended the 
Managing Director of 
ABS Blueprint Limited, 
Mohammed Yamusa, an 
indigene of Azara, and 
the Managing Director 
of Nasarawa Investment 
Development Agency, 
NASIDA, Barrister 
Ibrahim Abdullahi, for 
having the vision and 
skills to attract the 
consortium that will 
execute the project.

“The dream is by the 
time we complete this 
project, in the next three 
to five years, we will be 
able to develop potential 
billionaires”, he said.

The governor restated 
that he did not venture 
into politics in order 
to make money but to 
leave behind a legacy and 
groom another set up 
people to takeover and 
perform even better than 
him.

Sule Performs 
Groundbreaking 
Ceremony For 
N30bn Tech 
Village

BY SAMSON ALFA, MINNA

Few days after the 
pronouncement by 
President Muhammadu 
Buhari ordering additional 
military machinery to 
Niger State, terrorists 
attacked Ukuru village in 
Bobi District of Mariga 
Local Government Area, 
the Commissioner for 
Information, Mohammed 
Sani Idris, has said.

In a chat with 
AljazirahNigeria at the 
Government House 
Minna, Idris confirmed 
the attack but did not 
specify the number of 

people that were killed.
The commissioner also 

confirmed that many 
houses and vehicles 
were also burnt by the 
terrorists, adding that 
government is still 
awaiting details of the 
incident and that at the 
appropriate time the press 
will be furnished with the 
update.

Sani, however, said that 
the terrorists were fleeing 
from the ongoing military 
operations in Kaduna, 
Zamfara, Kebbi and 
Sokoto States, adding that 
because of desperation, 
they destroy anything 
they come across.

“According to him, 
terrorists don’t like to 
kidnap many people 
because it will be a burden 
on them as they try to 
escape”, adding that 
government will not be 
daunted by their activities.

A l j a z i r a h N i g e r i a 
gathered that the 
terrorists had on 
Wednesday evening 
went on rampage, killing 
unspecified number of 
people and setting houses 
ablaze.

An eyewitness told 
AljazirahNigeria that 
the terrorists also burnt 
vehicles and shops in 
the village in addition to 

abducting a large number 
of villagers.

It was gathered that 
the gunmen invaded 
the community in very 
large numbers riding on 
motorcycles with each 
loaded with AK-47.

The report also added 
that the first place of 
attack was Ukuru market 
where traders had brought 
their goods for sale in 
preparation for the actual 
market day which is 
Thursday.

Most of the goods 
were taken away by the 
terrorists while those left 
were burnt in addition to 
the stalls.

Niger Govt Confirms Terrorist Attack On Communities
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Organised labour in Abia 
said the state government 
has been rated the best in 
the implementation of the 
N30,000 minimum wage in 
the five South-East states.

State Chairman of the 
Nigeria Labour Congress, 
NLC, Chief Uchenna 
Obigwe, said this at a news 
briefing in Umuahia on 
Thursday.

Obigwe spoke from a 
statement jointly signed 
by the State Chairmen 
of the Joint Negotiation 
Council, JNC, and Trade 
Union Congress, Chief 
Chris Okoro and Mr Sunny 
Onwuma, and himself for 
the NLC, respectively.

He said it was imperative 
for labour to put the 
records straight and correct 
the misinformation “in 
certain quarters that Abia 
does not pay minimum 
wage”.

According to him, the 
state commenced the 
implementation of the 
minimum wage in 2011.

The body, therefore, 
cautioned those 
spreading the “damaging 
information” to desist 
forthwith.

It said “Abia is the best 
in the South-East in the 
implementation of the 
minimum wage.

“What Ebonyi is taking 
now was what Abia took 
as minimum wage since 
2011.

“Abia has implemented 
CONHESS and CONMES 
for health workers since 
2011”.

Obigwe added that 
the state government 
had set up a Minimum 
Wage Committee which 
comprised labour and 
government officials 
and headed by the JNC 
chairman.

He said organised 
labour in the state should 
be commended and not 
vilified for realizing the 
new wage for workers 
earlier than other states in 
the country.

The group, therefore, 
appealed to its national 
leadership to persuade 
the state to do more for 
workers, in terms of 
welfare and other statutory 
entitlements, “instead of 
causing trouble for the 
workers”. NAN

Minimum Wage: 
Abia Better Than 
Other S’East States 
–NLC

NIGER

ABIA

NASARAWA

 From left: Deputy Governor of Bauchi State, Seb Baba Tela;  Gov Willie Obiano of Anambra State and Gov Udom Emmanuel 
of Akwa-Ibom during the National Launch of the Nigeria COVID-19 Action Recovery and Economic Stimulus (NG-CARES) 
held during the National Economic Council meeting in Abuja on Thursday.                     PHOTO: SUMAILA IBRAHIM/ICE/NAN
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I, Musa Kallamu Isah of 120, Yusuf Kolawole Road, Minna, 
Niger state, wish to inform the general public of the missing 
original Right of Occupancy (R of O) in respect of plot 
No. 658 Cadastral Zone: AO5 Maitama, Abuja with File 
numbering NG10695 belonging to Musa Kallamu Isah,
The document got missing on 12/12/2021. All efforts made 
to trace the said missing document proved abortive, please, 
if found kindly return it to the nearest police station. General 
Public take note.

LOSS OF DOCUMENT

I, Musa Kallamu Isah of 120, Yusuf Kolawole Road, 
Minna, Niger state, wish to inform the general public of the 
missing original Right of Occupancy (R of O) in respect of 
plot No. 109 Cadastral zone: BO4 Jabi with file numbering 
NG 10360. Belonging to Musa Kallamu Isah.  
The document got missing on 12/12/2021. All efforts 
made to trace the said missing document proved abortive, 
please, if found kindly return it to the nearest police 
station. General Public take note.

LOSS OF DOCUMENT

CHANGE OF NAME

I, formerly known and addressed as ENOCH UZODIKE , now 
wish to be known and addressed as ENOCH SOMADINA 

UZODIKE. All former documents remaining valid all authority 
concern and the general public should please take note.

SOMADINA

This space is for sale



BY ANIEFIOK OBONG, YENAGOA

Bayelsa State Government 
said yesterday that it has 
concluded plans to host 
an education summit, 
designed to holistically 
review its education policy 
for the next 15 years.

The News Agency of 
Nigeria reports that the 
short-term policy is for five 
years, medium-term for 10 
years while the long-term is 
for 15 years.

The Commissioner for 
Education, Dr Gentle 
Emelah, who stated this 
at a press conference in 
Yenagoa, noted that the 
review became imperative 
given the changing needs 
of the society.

Emelah noted that the 
Governor Douye Diri-
led administration has 
prioritized the education 
sector and achieved 
the accreditation of 
programmes run by all 
tertiary institutions owned 
by the state.

He said Bayelsa operates 
547 primary schools, 195 
secondary schools and nine 
tertiary institutions, all 
funded by the state.

Students Union 
Government, SUG, Federal 
University, Birnin Kebbi, 
has urged politicians not 
to drag students into their 
political calumny and 
machinations.

President of the union, 
Mohammed Mohammad, 
who stated this in Birnin 
Kebbi on Thursday while 
briefing journalists, added 
that some politicians are 
using their names under 
the guise of tarnishing 
the image of the state 
government.

‘‘We are urging 
politicians who are mostly 
our fathers and mothers 
to please note that we 
are just students and not 
politicians.

“If they want to use a 
union or youth, we are not 
the perfect match as we are 
students and shouldn’t be 
used for political calumny 
and machination.

Bayelsa Govt 
Plans Summit 
To Review 
Education Policy 

Stop Dragging Us Into 
Politics, We’re Students, 
Not Politicians
 – FUBK SUG

BY HASSAN JIRGI, DAMATURU

Federal Road Safety Corps, 
FRSC, in Yobe State, has 
confirmed the death of 12 
people in a motor accident 
in Hore-Nyowa village in 
Gujba Local Government 
Area of Yobe State.

Speaking to 
AljazirahNigeria via 
telephone, the Public 

Relations Officer, FRSC, 
Mr Samuel Ibrahim, 
confirmed the accident 
which occurred around 
4:40pm on Wednesday.

He added that the 
incident occurred after a 
Sharon Bus lost control 
and rammed into a fully 
loaded bus that was going 
to Damaturu, the Yobe 
State capital.

Our correspondent 

learnt that 10 people died 
while 17 others survived 
the tragic accident but 
sustained various degrees 
of injuries.

“Yes, I am aware that the 
accident happened, ten 
passengers died while 17 
others sustained varying 
degrees of injuries’’, he said.

According to him, the 
Sharon bus wrongfully 
overtook another Hilux and 

BY ABDUL SALAUDEEN, ILORIN

Kwara State Government 
has finally approved the 
implementation of the 
consequential adjustments 
of the new minimum wage 
for workers on its payroll.

Governor Abdulrahman 
Abdulrazaq approved the 
implementation according 
to a circular issued by the 
Office of the State Head of 
Service, signed by Okedare 
Adeyinka, in Ilorin.

It said the approval which 
covers relevant salary 
structures, takes effect from 
January 2022.

The circular reads in 
part; “This is to bring to 
your attention that the 
Kwara State Government 
and organised labour 
represented by the Joint 
Public Service Negotiating 

Minimum Wage: Kwara Govt Approves 
Implementation Of Consequential Adjustments

Council have signed an 
agreement in respect 
of the consequential 
adjustments of salaries 
of state employees across 
ministries, departments, 
agencies and teaching 
service commission in 
accordance with the 
circular issued by the 
National Salaries, Incomes 
and Wages Commission 
reference number; SWC/04/
Vol.X/722,728,734 and 740 
of November 2019”.

The circular was copied to 
the permanent secretary, 
government house, 
principal private secretary, 
deputy governor’s office 
and secretary to the state 
government among others 
including heads of extra-
ministerial departments, 
parastatals, agencies and 
commissioners. Minimum 
Wage: Kwara Govt Approves 

Implementation Of 
Consequential Adjustments

By Abdul Salaudeen, 
Ilorin

Kwara State Government 
has finally approved the 
implementation of the 
consequential adjustments 
of the new minimum wage 
for workers on its payroll.

Governor Abdulrahman 
Abdulrazaq approved the 
implementation according 
to a circular issued by the 
Office of the State Head of 
Service, signed by Okedare 
Adeyinka, in Ilorin.

It said the approval which 
covers relevant salary 
structures, takes effect from 
January 2022.

The circular reads in 
part; “This is to bring to 
your attention that the 
Kwara State Government 
and organised labour 
represented by the Joint 

Golf vehicles leading to loss 
of control by the driver.

The FRSC also said 
the deceased and the 
injured have been taken 
to the teaching hospital in 
Damaturu.

He advised all road users 
to always be conscious of 
traffic rules and regulations 
to avoid unnecessary 
crashes that would lead to 
loss of lives.

10 killed, 17 Injured In Yobe Auto Crash
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Public Service Negotiating 
Council have signed an 
agreement in respect 
of the consequential 
adjustments of salaries 
of state employees across 
ministries, departments, 
agencies and teaching 
service commission in 
accordance with the 
circular issued by the 
National Salaries, Incomes 
and Wages Commission 
reference number; SWC/04/
Vol.X/722,728,734 and 740 
of November 2019”.

The circular was copied to 
the permanent secretary, 
government house, 
principal private secretary, 
deputy governor’s office 
and secretary to the state 
government among others 
including heads of extra-
ministerial departments, 
parastatals, agencies and 
commissioners.

BY OWEN AKENZUA, ASABA

Residents of Alegbon 
Community in Uvwie Local 
Government Area of Delta 
State have commended the 
contractor that handled 
the construction of the 
culvert at Alegbon Road 
for completing it.

It would be recalled that 
in October last year, the 
project was abandoned 
by the contractor, making 
vehicular movement 
impossible.

Speaking with newsmen 
over the completion of the 
project, Mr Sunday Atter, 
who is a tricycle operator 
(keke), stated that it was 
a good thing that the 
contractor came back to 
site.

Atter noted that the 
completion of the culvert 
had brought relief to 
residents, explaining that 
“before the completion 
of the culvert, the divert 
road we use to pass was 
very bad and was damaging 
our keke, making us to 
spend so much money to 
maintain it, but that is now 
a thing of the past”.

BY INIOBONG SUNDAY, UYO

Commissioner for 
Information and Strategy 
in Akwa Ibom State, Mr Ini 
Ememobong, said the BUA 
petrochemical project is 
capable of adding value to 
the economy.

Ememobong told 
newsmen in Uyo on 
Thursday that the project, 
to be located at Ibeno, was 
a good omen for the state.

”The project is coming 
with a road project that will 
open up the coastal areas of 
the state.

”The more than 10-20km 
of road which the company 
has promised to build is 
good news already”, he 
said.

The commissioner urged 
the media to promote 
issues that would engender 
development in the state.

“As a government, we are 
doing our part to attract 
investors, our people need 
to support government to 
achieve this.

Residents Laud 
Contractor For 
Completing Culvert 
Project

BUA Project 
Will Add Value 
To Economy – 
Commissioner

KEBBI

YOBE

BAYELSA

DELTA

KWARA

 From left: Legal Adviser, Museums and Monuments, Babatunde Adebiyi; Minister of Information and Culture, Alhaji Lai 
Mohammed; and U.S Ambassador to Nigeria, Mary Leonard during the signing of MoU on cultural artifacts between Nigeria 
and U.S. government, in Abuja on Thursday.       PHOTO: ALBERT OTU/HB/NAN
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Age Grade System: Driver Of Devt In Communities
BY WISDOM ONYEISI

Age grade system has ensured unity and 
development in several communities in 
Southern Nigeria. In Igbere, Bende Local 
Government Area of Abia State, it is an 
inheritance cherished by the people. It has 
been deepened, unlike the practice years ago, 
women now join their male counterpart. The 
greatest glamour of the Igbere age grade system 
is the triennial Ezumezu, where the oldest age 
grade retires (Igbotonma) and a new a grade is 
recognized to fill the vacuum.

Over the years, as a result of “cultural 
engineering”, the functional and effective 
number of age grades is fixed at 13. With an 
age grade retiring every three years, the years 
of participation, is therefore 39 years.

Each age grade is expected to execute a 
landmark project during its active years, little 
wonder that development projects that dot the 
entire Igbere community are the handwork of 
age grades. The landmark projects are: Igbere 
Health Centre, Omezi Ebiri Market, numerous 
bridges and culverts, Corpers’ Lodge at Igbere 
Secondary School built by Odinma Ebire Age 
Grade among others.

At the 2020 Ezumezu with the theme, 
“Building and Beautifying Igbere Together,” 
stakeholders restated their commitment to 
continue to promote the cultural heritage 
bequeathed to them by the eponymous 
founder of the community. The ceremony was 
shifted to December 2021 because of the global 
COVID-19 pandemic.

The Chairman, Ezumezu Organising 
Committee, Dr Oji Okorie Oji, recalled that 

the ceremony ought to have been held in 2020 
but for the COVID-19 pandemic. He restated 
that the “highlight of every Ezumezu is the 
celebration of our own people who will formally 
retire from mandatory community service. As 
we know, this celebration does not end here 
today, but continues in different homes and 
communities until the end of the year.

“So, I wish to recognize and congratulate all 
members of Omezi Ebiri Age Grade.

“The Ezumezu is also an occasion for us 
to renew our patriotic commitment to build 
and beautify Igbere. This is signified in the 
admission to community service of the 
youngest age grade which will join hands with 
other age grades to continue the development 
of the community”.

President-General of Igbere Welfare Union, 
IWU, Chief Awara Okorie promised that the 
union would sustain the tempo of development 

in Igbere. Okorie, elected in June 2021, said 
IWU had resolved to make Igbere environment 
friendly and give the community a face-lift. 
“Plans are underway to reshape and reorganize 
the structural design of Omezi Ebiri Market 
with the aim of upgrading it to a daily market”. 
The IWU president thanked organizations and 
individuals that supported the union, as well as 
renovated schools.

In his goodwill message, Benjamin Kalu, 
representing Bende Federal Constituency, 
described the Ezumezu as “the prime gathering 
of a blessed people”. He assured the people of 
quality representation and named some of 
the projects he attracted to Igbere including 
completion of Uche Ebiri Hall, construction 
and furnishing of three classroom blocks at 
Onu Ibina Primary School, construction of 
three blocks of classroom at Amato Secondary 
School, among others.

The Chairman, Omezi Ebiri Age Grade, Aba 
Branch, Mr Ukaegbu Kazi, said the retirement 
would not stop members from participating in 
community development.

Kazi, who is also the President-General, 
Amankalu Igbere Community Union, said 
members of retired age grades are still expected 
to give useful ideas on how to move the area 
forward, saying in Amankalu autonomous 
community, after three years of retirement, 
members will now be admitted as full-fledged 
elders.

The Igbere Council of Traditional Rulers, 
in their address jointly signed by Eze Okorie 
Chukwu and Eze Eme Chike, Chairman and 
Secretary respectively, reaffirmed their resolve 
to continue to deepen Igbere’s cultural heritage. 

They stressed their commitment to ensure that 
marriage is seamless in the area, as well as make 
burial rites less cumbersome.

The traditional rulers announced that the 
Igbere 5th Revised Marriage Guideline covering 
2021-2031 is ready for implementation. They 
advised intending couples to get copies. “We 
strictly want a uniform implementation of the 
provisions of this marriage guideline, which 
from 1981 has been revised five times - 1990, 
1995, 2010 and 2020 in line with the socio-
economic realities and changes in our society”.

The traditional rulers also said that the 
uniform burial policy established in 2010 has 
come to stay. The third week of every month 
serves as the approved burial ceremonies in 
Igbere. For over a decade now, bereaved families 
have benefited from this burial policy. A penalty 
of N50,000 has been imposed for the breach of 
this bye-law. We pray for the sustenance of this 
policy made for the good of our people”.

They also reiterated that the ban imposed on 
the holding of burial and marriage ceremonies 
from December 24 to 31 on Ezumezu Igbere 
year is still in force. “The ban is relaxed after 
that period. Holding of ceremonies commences 
in January of the new year and throughout the 
year without restrictions”.

The Traditional Ruler of Amakpo 
Autonomous Community, Eze Roland Ekeoma, 
said the marriage guideline was designed to not 
make things difficult for people marrying from 
Igbere. He stressed that it is an indication of 
their dynamism. “We do not want to impose 
heavy financial burden on people marrying 
from Igbere. The bride price remains N60”, the 
royal father stressed.
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The traditional rulers 
announced that the 
Igbere 5th Revised 
Marriage Guideline 
covering 2021-
2031 is ready for 
implementation.
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Food Security Basis Of Health, Development
The majority of Nigeria, according to the 
United States Agency for International 
Development, USAID, is in stressed 
food security circumstances. Some 
areas are in crisis, and specific areas 
of the North-eastern portion of the 
country are in famine. The importance 
of food security to public health cannot 
be overemphasised. There are many 
elements that make up the World 
Health Organisation’s definition of 
Public Health or the “state of complete 
physical, mental and social well-being 
and not merely the absence of disease 
or infirmity.”

Most of the Nigerian health budget 
is spent to cure disease or prevent 
infection. This includes the national 
hospital and clinical care system which 
utilises the bulk of the national health 
care budget. And we can all rejoice with 
a new vaccine for Malaria now going 
into production.

While these services are clearly 
needed and necessary, the importance 
of early childhood nutrition is often 
overlooked. Such nutrition is necessary 
to provide the needed human capital 
potential to work and develop national 
resources. The first obligation of the 
government is to make sure that its 
people are fed. This translates into 
food security, or the ability of a nation 
to supply an adequate food supply to the 
population.

Of particular importance is good 
nutrition for the very young. The 
World Health Organisation, WHO, 

summarises the importance of nutrition 
to early childhood development this 
way. “A child’s first 2 or 3 years of 
life are the most crucial for normal 
physical and mental development. 
Nevertheless, current feeding practices 
in some countries may be doing more 
harm than good to the development 
of young children. Children under 3 
years of age are vulnerable to poor 
nutrition; the growth rate during this 
period is greater than at any other 
time, and there thus exists an increased 
risk of growth retardation. Also, the 
immunological system is not fully 
mature at this age, resulting in a risk 
of frequent and severe infections. Both 

cognitive and emotional potentials start 
to develop early, and so the foundations 
of intellectual, social and emotional 
competencies are also established 
during this period. In summary, poor 
nutrition during the early years leads 
to profound defects including delayed 
motor and cognitive development, 
behavioural problems, deficient social 
skills, a reduced attention span, learning 
deficiencies and lower educational 
achievement. “ (Fleischer-Michaelsen 
et al. Feeding and Nutrition of Infants 
and Young Children, WHO 2003)

Clearly, much is at stake: young 
children must have good nutrition if 
they are to become productive adults. 
The scientific evidence has long been 
clear.

Resolving the problem of early 
childhood nutrition must be the first 
priority of any nation. Where does 
Nigeria stand on food security and what 
can be done to improve the situation?

The Famine Early Warning System, 
FEWSNET, of USAID has monitored 
food production and food security in 
Nigeria for over two decades. According 
to their data, the present situation 
is dire. Their last summary of the 
situation, published in September 2021, 
shows (figure one) that while survey 
data is needed to get exact estimates 
of stunted children in these areas, it 
is certain that in famine areas, severe 
malnutrition could be as high as 15 per 
cent of the population. Larger cohorts 
are suffering from mild and moderate 

malnourishment. The potential 
impact of these levels of malnutrition 
on developing a healthy population is 
enormous in both human and fiscal 
costs. Children, after all, are the future 
of Nigeria.

Nigeria and the international 
community should provide immediate 
food assistance to those areas in 
famine and severely stressed zones. 
This constitutes roughly two-thirds of 
the entire country. Second, a national 
nutritional surveillance system should 
be reinforced and used in conjunction 
with international data sources to 
target at-risk areas and provide timely 
assistance before famine conditions 
exist.

Finally, a development strategy 
that addresses food production in the 
areas in chronic deficit should be a core 
part of public health interventions. 
Without adequate food, Nigeria will 
not be providing its citizens with the 
fundamental requirement for good 
public health. And without adequate 
public health, all development goals 
are jeopardized.

About the Author: An Emeritus 
Professor from Tulane University, 
Dr. Bertrand, the Wisner-Chair 
holder, was the Vice President of 
Institutional Planning, Research and 
Innovation, Chair of the Department 
of Epidemiology and Biostatistics, 
Founding Chair of the Department of 
International Health and Executive 
Director of the Payson Center.

Without adequate 
food, Nigeria will 
not be providing 
its citizens with 
the fundamental 
requirement for 
good public health.
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NBBF’s  Elective Congress To Hold 
Jan. 31, As  Kida Writes FIBA

EDITORIAL
It’s glaring that, those sports administrators, stakeholder’s and 
even journalists rooting for foreign coaches to be steering the 
ship of Nigeria’s National Teams, they are the greatest and the 
worst enemy of the sports sector in the country.

The recent results from the homegrown coach Augustine 
Eguavoen compared to the one Nigeria used to get when white 
skin colour are in charge of the team clearly showed that Nigeria 
need no soothsayer to know that foreign coaches remain a 
wasteful venture for the giant of Africa Nigeria.

Indeed, it was an excellent performance by the Super Eagles 
under homebase coach Augustine Eguavoen having won all 
their group phase matches as they did in Egypt in 2006, also 
under Eguavoen.

It’s a known fact that, Nigerians are proud of the team’s 
outings so far, and they would not want to hear the news of any 
foreign coach in their ears, many are even asking the question 
what is the place of foerign coach?

Foreign coach Rohr had become indifferent and without style 
or guile. Many believed, Nigerians deserved a better national 
team given the abundance of talents at the coach’s disposal.

During his time with Nigeria, the Franco-German gaffer Rohr 
led the team to 64 matches, won 35, drew six and lost 13, earning 
54.69% on his scorecard.

Recently, after a 5 year of nothing to show for, from Coach 
Gernort Rohr, as huge amounts of resources went down, the 
federation had paid a huge severance package to sack the 
German coach.

Unfortunately for the Nigeria football federation having 
established contact with a “money misses road” coach from 
Portugal.

Recently, the Nigeria Football Federation has appointed 
former Venezuela’s coach, Jose Peseiro, as the head coach of 
the Super Eagles following the sack of Gernot Rohr last year.

However, Sports enthusiasts across the country heavily 
criticize the NFF’s decision saying  there is nothing Jose  Peseiro 
even Hose Mourinho or any other foreign coach can do for 
Nigeria more than bring total disaster to the team, so it’s better 
you allow Eguavoen and his assistants to manage the Eagles 
for now .

What did Rohr achieve to deserve such huge money, $50,000 
every month? Same with a new foreign coach there is no magic 
that a foreign head coach can perform in AFCON.

Nigeria’s manager Augustine Eguavoen 
said he is expecting a tough contest 
between his Super Eagles and the 
Carthage Eagles of Tunisia on Sunday 
in the Africa Cup of Nations Round of 
16 encounter in Garoua.

Tunisia ’s  campaign has been 
somewhat ravaged by positive COVID 
tests and the team only qualified for 
the knockout stage as one of the best 
losers, finishing in third place behind 
The Gambia and Mali, and winning only 
one of their three matches while losing 
the other two.

According to him, I expect a very 
tough game against the Tunisians. Our 
group will not be lulled into any sense 
of superiority over any team here until 
we do the business on the field. Tunisia 
is a big name in African football and 
we must acknowledge that, despite 
the manner in which they reached this 
stage.

“We have watched some of their 
games and from what we know of 
them in the distant past and in lucid 
memory, they are never a team to take 
for granted”.

Eguavoen’s 51 caps for Nigeria did not 
include an encounter with Tunisia, but 
he was head coach of the Super Eagles 
when Nigeria upended the Carthage 
Eagles on penalty shootout in Port Said 
in Egypt 16 years ago to send the Cup 
holders out of the tournament at the 
quarter final stage.

 “That was a huge, huge game and 
a memorable one for me. The match 
ended 1-1 in regulation and extra time 
and we had to go into penalties. We lost 
two of our first three kicks or something 
like that and then bounced back when 
our goalkeeper (Vincent Enyeama) 
stopped two of their kicks. It was a sweet 
victory”, Eguavoen said. 

Also, the Governor of the Central 

Defending champion Naomi Osaka is out of the Australian 
Open after American opponent Amanda Anisimova survived 
two match points before clinching a memorable third-round 
victory.

Japan’s Osaka, 24, was beaten 4-6 6-3 7-6 (10-5) at 
Melbourne Park.

Unseeded Anisimova, 20, will play Australian top seed 
Ashleigh Barty in the last 16.

Barty has still not dropped a set this week after a 6-2 6-3 
victory over Italy’s Camila Giorgi.

The 25-year-old Queenslander is carrying the hopes of a 
nation desperate to see a home Australian Open champion 
for the first time since Chris O’Neil in 1978.

Most expected Barty to face Osaka in the last 16 when 
the draw pitted two of the game’s biggest stars in the same 
section.

Osaka was seeded 13th after taking a four-month break 
at the end of last season, during which she revealed she had 
been suffering from depression.

Bank of Nigeria, Godwin Emefiele said 
the CACOVID ,a coalition of private 
sector companies set up to fight COVID 
pandemic in Nigeria, will shell out the 
sum of $120,000 for the six goals already 
scored by the Eagles in Cameroon, and 
$50,000 ,naira equivalent, for every goal 
in the Round of 16 clash with Tunisia.

Also, Airline owner Onyema had 
earlier promised the team the sum of 
10 Million for each goal. 

A former Olympian, Hameed Adio, has appealed to coaches 
in Nigeria to help monitor, educate and guide young athletes 
on the dangers inherent in the use of performance-enhancing 
drugs.

Adio while speaking in Ilorin Kwara stated he said the 
damaging effects of drugs to personal health, as well as 
national image, cannot be quantified.

A 63-year-old former sprinter competed in the men’s 100 
meters at the 1980 Summer Olympics and was also captain 
of the Nigerian delegation to the Games.

According to him, I appeal to all our wonderful coaches to 
please monitor, educate and guide our young athletes on the 
dangers inherent in the use of performance-enhancing drugs.

“Apart from the risk to health, the damaging effects to 
personal, state or even national image cannot be quantified.

“Winning through the use of banned drugs is not victory 
but cheating and as such it does not offer a level-playing 
ground for all to compete’’, Adio said.

He explained that there is joy in performing clean in all 
forms of sports after all, apart from winning medals and 
making money, as is the case now.

“Sports are pure recreation and entertainment”.

As sporting rags-to-riches stories go, 29 
years old Édouard  Mendy who was clubless 
seven years ago is now the world’s best 
goalkeeper? Chelsea hero Mendy right up 
there despite ‘unacceptable’ Ballon d’Or snub

It looked like Mendy’s career was ending in 
failure at the age of 23 – not exactly youthful 
in the world of football where prodigies like 
Wayne Rooney, Rashford become titans of 
the game at age of 20.

The 29-year-old was born in France to a 
father from Guinea-Bissau and a mother 
from Senegal – making him eligible to play 
for all three countries. Guinea-Bissau called 
Mendy up for a couple of friendly matches 
in 2016, and he agreed to play for them as 
an act of homage to his then terminally ill 
father but he later chose Senegal.

Looking back through Mendy’s 
astonishing career, perhaps the most 
surprising thing is that a footballing colossus 
didn’t spot him and snap him up sooner. But 
the moment finally arrived in the summer 
of 2020.

Impatient with their erratic form under 
club legend Frank Lampard, Chelsea needed 
a world-class goalkeeper to displace the 
flagging Kepa Arrizabalaga. Lampard’s 

ex-teammate Petr Cech, now working in 
the back room as Chelsea’s technical and 
performance advisor, looked at his former 
club Rennes and saw their someone who 
could do exactly the same. Upon Cech’s 
recommendation, Chelsea signed Mendy 
for £22 million.

Chelsea provided exactly the platform 
Mendy needed to develop his gifts to even 
greater heights.

 In his opening matches at Stamford 
Bridge, Mendy showed just how much 
he belonged in the bright lights of the 
Premier League pulling off five shutouts in 
a row, starting with his Premiership debut, 
Chelsea’s 4-0 thumping of Crystal Palace.

Mendy went from strength to strength 
in the 2020-21 season – further developing 
an authoritative presence in shepherding the 
defence and an aerial prowess demonstrated 
by supreme confidence in surging from his 
line to catch crosses.

To cap it all off, Mendy played a starring 
role in Chelsea’s 1-0 Champions League final 
triumph against Man City.

Edouard Mendy’s phenomenal year 
between our posts has been recognised by 
the football family as he has been voted The 

Best FIFA Men’s Goalkeeper for 2021
It was a remarkable year for Mendy in 

which he kept 27 clean sheets and conceded 
just 34 goals in 51 games overall.

As we speak, Mendy is representing 
Senegal in the ongoing Africa cup of nation 
in Cameroon when they will be facing Cape 
Verde in the round of 16.

Smiles, relief are coming the way of women in the 
Saudi Arabia football association revealed that an 
Arab country is set to launch the first ever Women’s 
football league come November 2022, the first time in 
the country’s history.

According to the statement by the Saudi Football 
Association, the launch of the first edition of the Saudi 
Women’s football league is “a step that comes within the 
framework of the women’s football support program 
since 2017”.

The body said the league “will be held on November 22 
this year, in two phases, the first with the participation 
of 16 teams in 3 cities ,Riyadh, Jeddah, Dammam, and 
the final stage is scheduled to be held early next year 
in Jeddah at the King Abdullah Sports City Stadium”.

Hailing the move, President of the Saudi Football 
Association Yasser Al-Mishal said the rules and 
regulations for the league have been completed.

“They rules and regulations will be applied and 
adhered to because of their importance in the path of 
Saudi women’s football”, Al-Mishal said in a statement.

Since the launch of the kingdom’s Vision 2030 
program, Saudi Arabia has witnessed rapid social, 
cultural, political, and economic changes. As part of 
the so-called “reformist” vision, the government has 
repeatedly stressed that it is determined to provide 
women rights that they haven’t had in the past.

The elective congress of the nation’s 
basketball governing body, NBBF 
billed for January 31 may run into 
fresh murky waters over venue.

In a letter to the FIBA, Ministry 
and all the stakeholders dated 18th 
of January 2022, the Musa Kida led 
NBBF leadership is insisting on the 
initial venue of Benin, the Edo state 
capital

While the sports ministry prefers 
the Congress holding in Abuja, A 
competent NBBF source disclosed 
that a letter has been dispatched to the 
world body, FIBA urging it to endorse 
Benin as venue of the elective congress 

instead of Abuja.
“We are waiting to hear from FIBA 

over the venue”.
NBBF Congress in line with the 

constitution settled for Benin as 
venue of its elective Congress, so for 
anybody to unilaterally shift the venue 
is unacceptable. This is why we have 
written FIBA to tell them that, “On 
Benin we stand”, our source disclosed.

It should be noted that the NBBF 
elective Congress which was initially 
billed to hold October last year was 
stopped owing to the crisis rocking 
the sport.

Mendy showed 
just how much he 
belonged in the 
bright lights of the 
Premier League 
pulling off five 
shutouts in a row
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AFCON 2021:  Expects Tough Battle With 
Tunisia’s Carthage Eagles – Eguavoen

Australian Open: Osaka’s Title 
Defence Ends In Melbourne

CACOVID  promises $50,000 per goal

Sunday 23rd January
Burkina 16:00 Gabon
Nigeria 19:00 Tunisia

Monday 24th January
Guinea 16:00 Gambia 

Cameroon 19:00 Comoros
Tuesday 25th January

Senegal 16:00 Cape Verde
Morocco 19:00 Malawi

Wednesday 26th January
Ivory Coast 16:00 Egypt

Mali 19:00 E-Guinea
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NBBF’s  Elective Congress To Hold 
Jan. 31, As  Kida Writes FIBA

EDITORIAL
It’s glaring that, those sports administrators, stakeholder’s and 
even journalists rooting for foreign coaches to be steering the 
ship of Nigeria’s National Teams, they are the greatest and the 
worst enemy of the sports sector in the country.

The recent results from the homegrown coach Augustine 
Eguavoen compared to the one Nigeria used to get when white 
skin colour are in charge of the team clearly showed that Nigeria 
need no soothsayer to know that foreign coaches remain a 
wasteful venture for the giant of Africa Nigeria.

Indeed, it was an excellent performance by the Super Eagles 
under homebase coach Augustine Eguavoen having won all 
their group phase matches as they did in Egypt in 2006, also 
under Eguavoen.

It’s a known fact that, Nigerians are proud of the team’s 
outings so far, and they would not want to hear the news of any 
foreign coach in their ears, many are even asking the question 
what is the place of foerign coach?

Foreign coach Rohr had become indifferent and without style 
or guile. Many believed, Nigerians deserved a better national 
team given the abundance of talents at the coach’s disposal.

During his time with Nigeria, the Franco-German gaffer Rohr 
led the team to 64 matches, won 35, drew six and lost 13, earning 
54.69% on his scorecard.

Recently, after a 5 year of nothing to show for, from Coach 
Gernort Rohr, as huge amounts of resources went down, the 
federation had paid a huge severance package to sack the 
German coach.

Unfortunately for the Nigeria football federation having 
established contact with a “money misses road” coach from 
Portugal.

Recently, the Nigeria Football Federation has appointed 
former Venezuela’s coach, Jose Peseiro, as the head coach of 
the Super Eagles following the sack of Gernot Rohr last year.

However, Sports enthusiasts across the country heavily 
criticize the NFF’s decision saying  there is nothing Jose  Peseiro 
even Hose Mourinho or any other foreign coach can do for 
Nigeria more than bring total disaster to the team, so it’s better 
you allow Eguavoen and his assistants to manage the Eagles 
for now .

What did Rohr achieve to deserve such huge money, $50,000 
every month? Same with a new foreign coach there is no magic 
that a foreign head coach can perform in AFCON.

Nigeria’s manager Augustine Eguavoen 
said he is expecting a tough contest 
between his Super Eagles and the 
Carthage Eagles of Tunisia on Sunday 
in the Africa Cup of Nations Round of 
16 encounter in Garoua.

Tunisia ’s  campaign has been 
somewhat ravaged by positive COVID 
tests and the team only qualified for 
the knockout stage as one of the best 
losers, finishing in third place behind 
The Gambia and Mali, and winning only 
one of their three matches while losing 
the other two.

According to him, I expect a very 
tough game against the Tunisians. Our 
group will not be lulled into any sense 
of superiority over any team here until 
we do the business on the field. Tunisia 
is a big name in African football and 
we must acknowledge that, despite 
the manner in which they reached this 
stage.

“We have watched some of their 
games and from what we know of 
them in the distant past and in lucid 
memory, they are never a team to take 
for granted”.

Eguavoen’s 51 caps for Nigeria did not 
include an encounter with Tunisia, but 
he was head coach of the Super Eagles 
when Nigeria upended the Carthage 
Eagles on penalty shootout in Port Said 
in Egypt 16 years ago to send the Cup 
holders out of the tournament at the 
quarter final stage.

 “That was a huge, huge game and 
a memorable one for me. The match 
ended 1-1 in regulation and extra time 
and we had to go into penalties. We lost 
two of our first three kicks or something 
like that and then bounced back when 
our goalkeeper (Vincent Enyeama) 
stopped two of their kicks. It was a sweet 
victory”, Eguavoen said. 

Also, the Governor of the Central 

Defending champion Naomi Osaka is out of the Australian 
Open after American opponent Amanda Anisimova survived 
two match points before clinching a memorable third-round 
victory.

Japan’s Osaka, 24, was beaten 4-6 6-3 7-6 (10-5) at 
Melbourne Park.

Unseeded Anisimova, 20, will play Australian top seed 
Ashleigh Barty in the last 16.

Barty has still not dropped a set this week after a 6-2 6-3 
victory over Italy’s Camila Giorgi.

The 25-year-old Queenslander is carrying the hopes of a 
nation desperate to see a home Australian Open champion 
for the first time since Chris O’Neil in 1978.

Most expected Barty to face Osaka in the last 16 when 
the draw pitted two of the game’s biggest stars in the same 
section.

Osaka was seeded 13th after taking a four-month break 
at the end of last season, during which she revealed she had 
been suffering from depression.

Bank of Nigeria, Godwin Emefiele said 
the CACOVID ,a coalition of private 
sector companies set up to fight COVID 
pandemic in Nigeria, will shell out the 
sum of $120,000 for the six goals already 
scored by the Eagles in Cameroon, and 
$50,000 ,naira equivalent, for every goal 
in the Round of 16 clash with Tunisia.

Also, Airline owner Onyema had 
earlier promised the team the sum of 
10 Million for each goal. 

A former Olympian, Hameed Adio, has appealed to coaches 
in Nigeria to help monitor, educate and guide young athletes 
on the dangers inherent in the use of performance-enhancing 
drugs.

Adio while speaking in Ilorin Kwara stated he said the 
damaging effects of drugs to personal health, as well as 
national image, cannot be quantified.

A 63-year-old former sprinter competed in the men’s 100 
meters at the 1980 Summer Olympics and was also captain 
of the Nigerian delegation to the Games.

According to him, I appeal to all our wonderful coaches to 
please monitor, educate and guide our young athletes on the 
dangers inherent in the use of performance-enhancing drugs.

“Apart from the risk to health, the damaging effects to 
personal, state or even national image cannot be quantified.

“Winning through the use of banned drugs is not victory 
but cheating and as such it does not offer a level-playing 
ground for all to compete’’, Adio said.

He explained that there is joy in performing clean in all 
forms of sports after all, apart from winning medals and 
making money, as is the case now.

“Sports are pure recreation and entertainment”.

As sporting rags-to-riches stories go, 29 
years old Édouard  Mendy who was clubless 
seven years ago is now the world’s best 
goalkeeper? Chelsea hero Mendy right up 
there despite ‘unacceptable’ Ballon d’Or snub

It looked like Mendy’s career was ending in 
failure at the age of 23 – not exactly youthful 
in the world of football where prodigies like 
Wayne Rooney, Rashford become titans of 
the game at age of 20.

The 29-year-old was born in France to a 
father from Guinea-Bissau and a mother 
from Senegal – making him eligible to play 
for all three countries. Guinea-Bissau called 
Mendy up for a couple of friendly matches 
in 2016, and he agreed to play for them as 
an act of homage to his then terminally ill 
father but he later chose Senegal.

Looking back through Mendy’s 
astonishing career, perhaps the most 
surprising thing is that a footballing colossus 
didn’t spot him and snap him up sooner. But 
the moment finally arrived in the summer 
of 2020.

Impatient with their erratic form under 
club legend Frank Lampard, Chelsea needed 
a world-class goalkeeper to displace the 
flagging Kepa Arrizabalaga. Lampard’s 

ex-teammate Petr Cech, now working in 
the back room as Chelsea’s technical and 
performance advisor, looked at his former 
club Rennes and saw their someone who 
could do exactly the same. Upon Cech’s 
recommendation, Chelsea signed Mendy 
for £22 million.

Chelsea provided exactly the platform 
Mendy needed to develop his gifts to even 
greater heights.

 In his opening matches at Stamford 
Bridge, Mendy showed just how much 
he belonged in the bright lights of the 
Premier League pulling off five shutouts in 
a row, starting with his Premiership debut, 
Chelsea’s 4-0 thumping of Crystal Palace.

Mendy went from strength to strength 
in the 2020-21 season – further developing 
an authoritative presence in shepherding the 
defence and an aerial prowess demonstrated 
by supreme confidence in surging from his 
line to catch crosses.

To cap it all off, Mendy played a starring 
role in Chelsea’s 1-0 Champions League final 
triumph against Man City.

Edouard Mendy’s phenomenal year 
between our posts has been recognised by 
the football family as he has been voted The 

Best FIFA Men’s Goalkeeper for 2021
It was a remarkable year for Mendy in 

which he kept 27 clean sheets and conceded 
just 34 goals in 51 games overall.

As we speak, Mendy is representing 
Senegal in the ongoing Africa cup of nation 
in Cameroon when they will be facing Cape 
Verde in the round of 16.

Smiles, relief are coming the way of women in the 
Saudi Arabia football association revealed that an 
Arab country is set to launch the first ever Women’s 
football league come November 2022, the first time in 
the country’s history.

According to the statement by the Saudi Football 
Association, the launch of the first edition of the Saudi 
Women’s football league is “a step that comes within the 
framework of the women’s football support program 
since 2017”.

The body said the league “will be held on November 22 
this year, in two phases, the first with the participation 
of 16 teams in 3 cities ,Riyadh, Jeddah, Dammam, and 
the final stage is scheduled to be held early next year 
in Jeddah at the King Abdullah Sports City Stadium”.

Hailing the move, President of the Saudi Football 
Association Yasser Al-Mishal said the rules and 
regulations for the league have been completed.

“They rules and regulations will be applied and 
adhered to because of their importance in the path of 
Saudi women’s football”, Al-Mishal said in a statement.

Since the launch of the kingdom’s Vision 2030 
program, Saudi Arabia has witnessed rapid social, 
cultural, political, and economic changes. As part of 
the so-called “reformist” vision, the government has 
repeatedly stressed that it is determined to provide 
women rights that they haven’t had in the past.

The elective congress of the nation’s 
basketball governing body, NBBF 
billed for January 31 may run into 
fresh murky waters over venue.

In a letter to the FIBA, Ministry 
and all the stakeholders dated 18th 
of January 2022, the Musa Kida led 
NBBF leadership is insisting on the 
initial venue of Benin, the Edo state 
capital

While the sports ministry prefers 
the Congress holding in Abuja, A 
competent NBBF source disclosed 
that a letter has been dispatched to the 
world body, FIBA urging it to endorse 
Benin as venue of the elective congress 

instead of Abuja.
“We are waiting to hear from FIBA 

over the venue”.
NBBF Congress in line with the 

constitution settled for Benin as 
venue of its elective Congress, so for 
anybody to unilaterally shift the venue 
is unacceptable. This is why we have 
written FIBA to tell them that, “On 
Benin we stand”, our source disclosed.

It should be noted that the NBBF 
elective Congress which was initially 
billed to hold October last year was 
stopped owing to the crisis rocking 
the sport.

Mendy showed 
just how much he 
belonged in the 
bright lights of the 
Premier League 
pulling off five 
shutouts in a row
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Zero To Hero Extraordinary Career 
Of Senegalese Édouard Mendy

Ex-Olympian Reels Out Danger Of 
Performance-Enhancing Drugs 

Saudi Arabia Stages First 
Ever Women’s League

Why The Craze For Foerign Coaches?

AFCON 2021:  Expects Tough Battle With 
Tunisia’s Carthage Eagles – Eguavoen

Australian Open: Osaka’s Title 
Defence Ends In Melbourne

CACOVID  promises $50,000 per goal

Sunday 23rd January
Burkina 16:00 Gabon
Nigeria 19:00 Tunisia

Monday 24th January
Guinea 16:00 Gambia 

Cameroon 19:00 Comoros
Tuesday 25th January

Senegal 16:00 Cape Verde
Morocco 19:00 Malawi

Wednesday 26th January
Ivory Coast 16:00 Egypt

Mali 19:00 E-Guinea

Round of 16 Fixtures
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UNDP Ta Horas Da Mutum 60 Akan 
Inganta Aikin Ceto A Jihar Nasarawa

Shugaban kasa Muhammad Buhari ya kaddamar da allunan kaddamar da sabuwar kasuwar Sabon Gari Morden Zaria, a ziyarar aiki ta kwanaki 2 da ya kai Kaduna, jiya. Tare da shi 
akwai Gwamna Nasir El-Rufai na jihar Kaduna.          HOTO: IBRAHIM/JMH/ICE/NAN

Hukumar raya qasashe ta 
Majalisar Xinkin Duniya (UNDP) 
tare da haxin gwiwar qungiyar 
matasa maza Kiristoci (YMCA) 
ta ce ta horar da shugabannin 
qungiyoyin ceto da lamuni na 
qauyuka 60 kan qara kuzari. Mista 
Ibrahim Aliyu, jami’in samar da 
zaman lafiya na UNDP reshen 
Jihar Nasarawa, a lokacin da 
yake jawabi a wajen taron a ranar 
Juma’a a Lafia, ya ce an gudanar 
da horon ne da nufin qara qaimi 
ga shugabannin qungiyar da masu 
ruwa da tsaki wajen gudanar da 
ayyukansu cikin tsanaki tare da 
havaka tattalin arziki a yankin. 
Jihar Nasarawa. 

A cewar Aliyu, aikin ceto da 
lamuni na qauye na xaya daga 
cikin ayyukan samar da zaman 
lafiya na UNDP a jihar Nasarawa, 
wanda gwamnatin qasar Japan 
ta xauki nauyin gudanar da shi, 
kuma qungiyar matasa maza 

Kiristoci (YMCA) da tallafin 
gwamnatin Jihar Nasarawa ke 
aiwatarwa. 

Ya yi nuni da cewa, jigon 
Tallafin qauye da lamuni “shi 
ne samar da tsarin tallafi inda 
al’ummomi za su iya samun 
lamuni da qarancin ruwa don fara 
qananan sana’o’i don bunqasa 
matsayinsu na zamantakewa da 
tattalin arziki. “YMCA tana da 
vangaren Savings da lamuni na 
aikin kuma ana aiwatar da shi a 
qananan hukumomi huxu na jihar 
Doma, Lafia, Obi da Keana. 

“Manufar wannan horon na 
inganta qwarewar shi ne don 
inganta tanadi da ba da fifiko ga 
buqatunsu don gujewa varnatar da 
albarkatu, horon zai kuma ba su 
damar yin aiki mafi kyau a cikin 
sarrafa albarkatun”. Mista Ango 
Adamu, Sakataren Zartarwa na 
YMCA, ya ce shirin ya bayyana 
cewa, manufar horaswar ita ce 

sanya xabi’ar tanadi a tsakanin 
mambobin qungiyar.

 “Mun horas da shugabanni 60 
kawo yanzu, 10 a Keana, 10 a Obi, 
20 a Doma da kuma 20 Lafiya, 
za mu sanya ido kan kuxaxen da 
qungiyoyin ke tarawa domin sanin 
ayyukansu. Tallafin zai kasance 
abu na qarshe da za su bayar don 
bunqasa kuxaxen ajiyarsu,” in ji 
shi. Ita ma a nata jawabin a wajen 
taron, Hajiya Munira Abdullahi, 
mai bai wa gwamna Abdullahi 
Sule na Jihar Nasarawa shawara 
kan qungiyoyi masu zaman kansu 
da raya qasa, wanda mataimakinta 
a fannin fasaha, Mista Nazir 
Husaini ya wakilta, ta bayyana 
shirin a matsayin wanda ya 
dace da mutane. Abdullahi ya 
ce gwamnatin Jihar Nasarawa ta 
tallafawa ayyukan da ake yabawa 
da aka tsara don yin tasiri kai tsaye 
ga rayuwar al’umma da kuma 
al’umma daga tushe.

Hukumar ‘Yan Bautar Qasa 
(NYSC) ta qaddamar da wani 
kamfanin buga takardu a Kaduna 
tare da yin kira ga jama’a da su 
tallafa mata. Darakta Janar na 
shirin, Manjo Janar Shu’aibu 
Ibrahim, wanda ya bayyana 
kamfanin buga takardun a 
matsayin “wani muhimmin ci 
gaba”, ya ce an yi tunanin aikin ne 
kusan shekaru 10 da suka gabata. 

Ya qara da cewa, gidan buga 
takardun ya yi nuni da irin 

jajircewar da mahukuntan suka 
yi na inganta rayuwar matasa da 
ma qasa baki xaya. 

Babban Daraktan ya bayyana 
cewa, muhimmancin na’urar yana 
cikin yIwuwarta a matsayinta na 
bayar da gudumawa ga qoqarin 
sake qarfafa ayyukan NYSC.

Ya qara da cewa, aikin yana xaya 
daga cikin muhimman abubuwan 
da manufofin gwamnatinsa suka 
sa a gaba, inda ya ce “ma’aikatan 
buga littattafai za su kasance 

tabbataccen hanyar samun 
kuxaxen shiga, tare da qara yawan 
kuxaxen da ma’aikata ke aika wa 
asusun gwamnatin tarayya. 

“Kuxaxen da za a samu 
daga gidan buga littattafai, za 
su magance matsalar qarancin 
ababen more rayuwa a cikin 
shirin, tare da inganta horarwa 
da samar da jari ga mambobin 
qungiyar matasa a qarqashin 
shirin samar da fasaha da bunqasa 
kasuwanci na shirin. 

Dokta Oluwatoyin Akinlade, 
Babban Sakatare A Ma’aikatar 
Ma’adanai Da Qarafa, ya ce 
Nijeriya za ta xinke varakar da 
ke tattare da qarafa na cikin gida 
da ba su da inganci domin yin 
takara mai inganci a kasuwannin 
duniya. Akinlade, wanda Darakta 
Aiyuka na musamman, Mista 
Yisau Adepoju na ma’aikatar ya 
wakilta ya bayyana haka a lokacin 
da yake bayyana budaddiyar taron 
karawa juna sani na qarfafawa masu 
qananan sana’o’i da matsakaitan 
masana’antu (SMEs) a shiyyar 
Arewa-maso-Yamma ta siyasa a 
Kano. 

Babban sakataren ya bayyana 
hakan ne a cikin wata sanarwa da 
Misis Etore Thomas, Darektan 
yada labarai da hulxa da jama’a na 
ma’aikatar ta fitar ranar Juma’a a 
Abuja. Ta ce karancin kayayyakin 
karafa na gida sun yi illa ga 
kamfanonin SME na Nijeriya. 

Ta ce taron na da nufin qarfafa 
ci gaban SMEs a fannin, wayar da 
kan jama’a, zaburarwa da kuma 
ba da gudummawa ga Babban 
GDP na qasar nan. “Ina da kwarin 
gwiwar cewa taron zai xinke givin 
da mahalarta taron suke da shi kan 
samar da ingantattun kayayyaki 
da za su yi gogayya mai kyau a 
kasuwannin duniya,” in ji ta.

Hukumar yaqi da fatara da 
samar da dukiya ta Adamawa 
PAWACA, ta ce ta horas da 
sama da mutum 1,000 da 
suka kammala karatu marasa 
aikin yi kan fasahar sadarwa 
(ICT). Uwargida Aisha Bello, 
shugabar PAWACA ce ta 
bayyana haka a lokacin da take 
fitar da sakamakon da hukumar 
ta samu a shekarar 2021 a ranar 
Juma’a a Yola.

Bello ya ce hukumar ta samu 
sama da kashi 70 cikin 100 na 
abin da ta sa a gaba a wannan 
shekarar da ake yi.

 “A shekarar 2021, hukumar 
ta cimma kusan kashi 70 cikin 
100 na abin da ta sa a gaba, 
wanda ya haxa da horarwa da 
rage raxaxin talauci a tsakanin 
al’ummar jihar. 

“Ya zuwa yanzu, mun shigar 
da mutane 15,820 da suka ci 
gajiyar shirin a qarqashin shirin 
bunqasa jari-hujja, kuma mun 
ba da shawarar karin mata da 
matasa 3,000 don sauya fasalin 
fasahar sadarwa ta zamani.

“Kimanin ‘yan jami’o’i 1,000 
da ba su da aikin yi da xaliban 
da suka kammala karatun 
kimiyyar qere-qere da aka zana 
a faxin qananan hukumomin 
jihar 21 ne suka ci gajiyar horon 
na ICT,” in ji Bello.

NYSC Ta Qaddamar Da Maxabba’a A Kaduna – Cewar Jami’i

Nijeriya Za Ta 
Xinke Varakar 
Da Ke Tattare Da 
Vangaren Qarafa 
Na Gida- Babban 
Sakatare  

PAWACA A 
Adamawa Ta 
Horas Da Xalibai 
100 Tare Da Ba Su 
Aikin Yi 
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المھارات وتنمیة ریادة األعمال 
(SEAD( ، كما سیكون أعضاء 

الھیئة المھتمین منح الفرصة الكتساب 
المھارات في مجال المطبوعات 

والطباعة الرقمیة. 
ولذلك یجب على أعضاء فیلق الشباب 
االستفادة بشكل جید من ھذه الفرصة 

، واكتساب المعرفة والمھارات 
الخاصة بالطباعة للعمل لحسابھم 

الخاص ، وستؤدي التأثیرات 
المضاعفة إلى إخراج مالیین 

النیجیریین من كما أشار إلى أن 
المطبعة وما شابھھا من المطابع في 

المناطق الجغرافیة السیاسیة األخرى 
في البالد ستكون مفتوحة للجمھور.

ًمشیرا إلى أن "المطبعة ستكون 
ًمصدرا حقیقیا لإلیرادات ، مع ما  ً

یصاحب ذلك من زیادة في التحویالت 
إلى خزائن الحكومة الفیدرالیة.

 "إن األموال التي سیتم تحقیقھا من 
المطبعة ستعالج عجز البنیة التحتیة 
في المخطط ، باإلضافة إلى تعزیز 

التدریب وتوفیر الموارد المالیة رأس 
مال مبتدئ ألعضاء فیالق الشباب في 

إطار برنامج اكتساب المھارات 
وتنمیة ریادة األعمال الخاص 

بالمخطط. 
ًًستكون المطبعة أیضا جزءا من 

منصات التدریب الخاصة بـ ھیئة 
خدمة الشباب الوطنیة - اكتساب 

 افتتح الفیلق الوطني لخدمة الشباب 
مطبعة في كادونا ودعا الجمھور 

لرعایتھا ، ووصف مدیر عام 
المخطط اللواء شعیبو إبراھیم 

المطبعة بأنھا "أخرى معلم مھم "، 
قال إن فكرة المشروع قد تم تصورھا 

منذ ما یقرب من عقد من الزمان.
 وقال إن المطبعة كانت لتوضیح 

التزام اإلدارة بتحسین أوضاع الشباب 
والبلد بشكل عام. وأشار المدیر العام 
إلى أھمیة كان الجھاز المیكانیكي في 
إمكاناتھ كمساھم في الجھود المبذولة 

إلعادة تنشیط مشاریع مدینة نیویورك 
، وأضاف أن المشروع كان أحد 
النقاط األساسیة لسیاسة إدارتھ ، 

حكومیة محلیة في والیة دوما ، والفیا 
، وأوبي ، وكینا. 

الھدف من تدریب بناء القدرات ھذا 
ھو تعزیز المدخرات وتحدید أولویات 

احتیاجاتھم لتجنب إھدار الموارد ، 
وقال السید أنغو أدامو ، األمین 

التنفیذي لجمعیة الشبان المسیحیة ، إن 
جوھر التدریب ھو غرس عادة 

االدخار بین األعضاء.
 "لقد قمنا بتدریب ٦٠ قائدًا حتى اآلن 
، ١٠ في كیانا ، ١٠ في أوبي ، ٢٠ 
في دوما و ٢٠ الفیا ، سنقوم بمراقبة 
مدخرات المجموعات لمعرفة أدائھا. 

والیة نصاراوا ، التي تمولھا الحكومة 
الیابانیة وتنفذھا جمعیة الشبان 

بدعم من  YMCA( المسیحیین (
حكومة والیة ناساراوا.

 وأشار إلى أن جوھر مدخرات القریة 
وقرضھا "ھو تشكیل نظام دعم حیث 

یمكن للمجتمعات الحصول على 
قروض بفائدة منخفضة لبدء األعمال 

التجاریة الصغیرة لتعزیز وضعھا 
االجتماعي واالقتصادي. 

"جمعیة الشبان المسیحیین لدیھا قریة 
مكون المدخرات والقروض في 

المشروع ویتم تنفیذه في أربع مناطق 

قال برنامج األمم المتحدة اإلنمائي ، 
بالتعاون مع جمعیة الشبان المسیحیین 
(YMCA( ، إنھ درب ٦٠ من قادة 
جمعیات االدخار والقروض القرویة 

على بناء القدرات. 
في الحدث الذي أقیم یوم الجمعة في 

الفیا ، قال إن التدریب یھدف إلى بناء 
قدرات قادة الجمعیات وأصحاب 

المصلحة من أجل اإلدارة الحكیمة 
للموارد وكذلك تعزیز المدخرات في 

والیة نصراوة. 
مكونات مشاریع بناء السالم التابعة 
لبرنامج األمم المتحدة اإلنمائي في 

تقول وكالة أداماوا للتخفیف من حدة 
الفقر وتكوین الثروة (باواكا) ، إنھا 

دربت أكثر من ١٠٠٠ خریج عاطل 
عن العمل على تكنولوجیا المعلومات 

واالتصاالت (أي سي تي). 
أعلنت السیدة عائشة بیلو ، رئیسة 
باواكا ، عن ذلك أثناء إعداد بطاقة 
األداء للوكالة في عام ٢٠٢١ یوم 

الجمعة في یوال. وقال بیلو إن الوكالة 
حققت أكثر من ٧٠ في المائة من 

ھدفھا في العام قید المراجعة.
في عام ٢٠٢١ ، حققت الوكالة ما 

یقرب من ٧٠ في المائة من ھدفھا ، 
والذي تضمن التدریب والحد من 

الفقر بین أفراد الوالیة. "حتى اآلن ، 
قمنا بتسجیل ١٥،٨٢٠ مستفیدًا في 

إطار برنامج تطویر رأس المال 
واقترحنا ٣،٠٠٠ امرأة وشاب 

إضافیة لتحویل تكنولوجیا المعلومات 
واالتصاالت. 

قال بیلو: "استفاد حوالي ١٠٠٠ من 
خریجي الجامعات والمعاھد الفنیة 
العاطلین عن العمل من ٢١ منطقة 

حكومیة محلیة في الوالیة من 
التدریب على تكنولوجیا المعلومات 

واالتصاالت.
 وفقا لھا ، تم تدریب بعض 

األشخاص ذوي اإلعاقة الجسدیة 
ًأیضا على اكتساب مھارات مختلفة 

تتراوح من التجارة والنجارة 
والزراعة لجعلھم یعتمدون على 

أنفسھم. ومع ذلك ، أعرب بیلو عن 
قلقھ بشأن موقف بعض المتدربین 

الذین فشلوا في إنشاء أعمالھم 
التجاریة الخاصة بعد تلقي الدعم من 

حكومة الوالیة. 

یقول الدكتور أولواتوین أكینلید ، 
السكرتیر الدائم ، وزارة المناجم 

وتطویر الصلب ، إن نیجیریا ستعمل 
على سد الفجوة في المنتجات المعدنیة 

المحلیة دون المستوى المطلوب 
للمنافسة بشكل إیجابي في السوق 

العالمیة. 
صرح أكینلید ، الذي یمثلھ مدیر 

الواجبات الخاصة ، السید ییشائو 
أدیباجو من الوزارة ، ھذا أثناء إعالنھ 
عن افتتاح ورشة عمل تحفیز وترویج 

للشركات الصغیرة والمتوسطة 
(SMEs( في المنطقة الجیوسیاسیة 

الشمالیة الغربیة في كانو. 
صرح السكرتیر الدائم بذلك في بیان 
صادر عن السیدة إیتوري توماس ، 

مدیرة الصحافة والعالقات العامة 
بالوزارة یوم الجمعة في أبوجا. وقالت 

إن المنتجات المعدنیة المحلیة ذات 
ًالمستوى المنخفض قد أثرت سلبا 

على الشركات الصغیرة والمتوسطة 
النیجیریة. 

وقالت إن ورشة العمل تھدف إلى 
تعزیز نمو الشركات الصغیرة 

والمتوسطة في ھذا القطاع ، وتوعیة 
وتحفیز والمساھمة في الناتج المحلي 

اإلجمالي للدولة. وقالت: "إنني متفائلة 
بأن ورشة العمل سوف تسد فجوة 

المشاركین في إنتاج منتجات عالیة 
الجودة من شأنھا أن تنافس بشكل 

إیجابي في السوق العالمیة". 

ھیئة الخدمة الوطنیة للشباب تفتتح المطبعة في كادونا - رسمي

برنامج األمم المتحدة اإلنمائي یدرب ٦٠ على بناء القدرات في والیة نساراوا.

المعلومات واالتصاالت

وكالة أداماوا تدرب أكثر من
 ١٠٠٠ خریج عاطل عن 

العمل على تكنولوجیا 

نیجیریا سوف تسد الفجوة 

توى - سكرتیر دائم

في المنتجات المعدنیة
 المحلیة دون المس

كشف الرئیس محمد بوھاري عن اللوحة الفتتاح سوق سابون غاري موردن الجدید زاریا ، خالل زیارتھ الرسمیة التي استمرت یومین إلى كادونا ، أمس. معھ حاكم والیة كادونا ناصر الرفاعي. 
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AMCON Formally Takes Over Ibadan DisCo Over Loan Default
BY CYRIL OGAR 

Ibadan Electricity Distribution Company, 
IBEDC, has announced the takeover of 
the power firm by the Asset Management 
Corporation of Nigeria, AMCON, with 
the appointment of Mr Kunle Ogunba 
SAN, to act as the Receiver/Manager 
Nominee in the receivership action.

The action follows the judgement by 
a Federal High Court on September 8, 
2021, which granted orders in favour 
of AMCON as Receiver/Manager of 
Integrated Energy Distribution and 
Marketing ,IEDM, Limited, IBEDC’s core 
investor, over default in Loan Service 
Agreement.

This disclosure is contained in a 
In a public notice by the corporate 
communication to all staff of IBEDC 
issued and signed by its Chief Operating 
Officer, Engr. John Ayodele in Ibadan.

Ayodele in his statement said that 
the Receiver/Manager was at the 
headquarters of IBEDC on January 20, 
2022, to formally take charge of the 
power firm.

According to AMCON it has appointed 
Mr Osayaba Giwa-Osagie SAN to take 
over the entire undertakings, assets of 
IEDM including shares and interests in 

related companies and entities, and also 
monies kept in of the 25 banks in Nigeria.

AMCON executed the takeover of 
IEDM following a default in a Loan 
Servicing Agreement executed with 
Polaris Bank. “AMCON has pursuant 
to Section 48 and 61 of AMCON Act 
2010 been appointed Receiver/Manager 
over all the Assets of Integrated Energy 
Distribution and Marketing Limited as 
stipulated in the instruments executed 
in favour of AMCON by virtue of the 
Loan Purchase and Limited Servicing 
Agreement executed with Polaris Bank 
Limited dated 30th November 2018 and 
a Notice of Appointment of the Receiver/
Manager dated August 6th, 2021, which 
was duly stamped by the Commissioner 
for Stamp Duties”, the statement read.

The Nigerian Electricity Regulatory 
Commission ,NERC, had previously fined 
IBEDC N50m for ”its failure to secure a 
refund of an interest free loan the Board 
of IBEDC granted to its core investor 
group”.

The statement reads, ‘”Further, to the 
judgement wherein the Federal High 
Court on the 8th of September 2021 
granted preservative orders in favour 
of Asset Management Corporation  
AMCON, ,being the Receiver/Manager 

of Integrated Energy Distribution 
and Marketing Limited; the court has 
appointed Mr Kunle Ogunba SAN, to 
act as Receiver/ Manager Nominee in 
the receivership action.

‘’Based on the foregoing the Receiver/
Manager came on 20th January 2022 to 
the IBEDC Headquarters to take charge 
formally and subsequently met with the 
Management team. Therefore, I hereby 
wish to inform all staff that there is no 
cause for alarm. We are assured of job 
security which entails our position/ 
duties in the company, entitlements to 
our salaries and other benefits etc.

‘’On behalf of the Management I urge 
us all to kindly go about the efficient 
discharge of our duties to ensure a speedy 
and mutually beneficial resolution. ‘’I 
wish us all the best, while I appeal that 
we continue to remember IBEDC in our 
prayers’’.

Recall that NERC in an order on June 
19, 2018, directed IBEDC to commence 
the process of dissolution of its Board 
within 21 days period, citing alleged 
delay in the repayment of some loans by 
IBEDC investors.

The loan was granted by IBEDC from 
funds released to all DisCos by the CBN 
under the Nigeria Electricity Market 

Stabilisation Funds ,NEMSF, for the 
purpose of improving the networks and 
reducing aggregate technical, commercial 
and collection losses

The IBEDC directors, led by Tunde 
Ayeni, however, responded swiftly to 
the allegation, stating that it has lived 
up to its financial commitments to 
IBEDC, disclosing that as at Thursday 
14 June 2018, it had paid its monthly 
commitment up to date.

In a bid to resolve the matter once and 
for all, the aggrieved directors sued NERC 
for its decision to suspend them from the 
Board of IBEDC.

An Abuja Federal High Court on Friday, 
July 10, 2020, set aside the order of NERC 
removing the Tunde Ayeni led Board 
of Directors of the Ibadan Electricity 
Distribution Company, IBEDC.

Also, AMCON, had in October 2021, 
appointed itself as receiver/manager 
over all assets of the Integrated Energy 
Distribution and Marketing Limited, 
core investor in Ibadan Electricity 
Distribution Company ,IBEDC, by 
virtue of the Loan Purchase and Limited 
Servicing Agreement executed with 
Polaris Bank Limited dated November 
30, 2018.

Ahmed Kuru

weekend
business
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BY DICKSON PAT

No fewer than 51,392 
aggrieved workers under the 
Contributory Pension Scheme 
have changed their Pension 
Fund Administrators and 
subsequently moved their 
Retirement Savings Accounts 
to other pension companies in 
13 months, it has been learnt.

Figures obtained from the 
National Pension Commission’s 
‘Quarterly Summary of 
Retirement Savings Accounts 
Transferred by Pension Fund 
Administrators’ report showed 
that the angry workers moved 
a total of N190.62bn to their 
preferred PFAs between 
November 2020 and December 
2021.

PenCom opened the transfer 
window in November 2020.

The report revealed 
that 2,799 workers moved 
N18.89bn in the fourth quarter 
of 2020, while 12,681 workers 
moved N47.78tn in the first 
quarter of 2021.

A total of 10,166 workers 
moved N35.89bn in the 
second quarter of 2021, 
while 12,872 workers moved 
N45.56bn in the third quarter 
of 2021; 12,874 workers moved 
N42.49bn in the fourth quarter 
of last year.

Section 13 of the Pension 
Reform Act 2014 specifies that 
a RSA holder may transfer his 
RSA from one PFA to another.

It added that such transfers 
should not be more than once 
a year.

To facilitate the 
implementation of Section 
13 of the PRA 2014, PenCom 
stated that it deployed the RSA 
Transfer System.

The RTS is an application 
that is used for coordinating 
the processes relating to the 
transfer of RSAs from one 
PFA to another, according to 
PenCom.

It stated that the RTS 
was designed to provide an 
electronic platform through 
which RSA transfers are 
initiated, processed, monitored 
and the Global Net Transfer 
Positions for all affected PFAs 
determined, on an online real-
time basis.

PenCom stated that the RSA 
Transfer Regulation issued by 
the commission provides PFAs 
with the modalities through 
which RSA transfers are carried 
out.

It added that, “The 
regulation defines the criteria 
for determining the eligibility 
of RSA holders to transfer their 
RSAs to chosen PFAs.

51,392 Workers 
Ditched Pension 
Coys, Moved 
N190.62bn To 
Choice PFAs

 BY UMORU ABDULKADIR 

International Monetary Fund 
has said it is set to launch a 
$50bn trust fund for low-
income and vulnerable middle-
income countries to help them 
build resilience on balance of 
payments shocks and set them 
on the path to sustainable 
recovery before the end of 2022.

The IMF disclosed this in a 
blog post titled, ‘A New Trust to 
Help Countries Build Resilience 
and Sustainability’ published on 
Thursday.

It said, “A proposed $50bn 
trust fund could help low-
income and vulnerable 
middle-income countries 
build resilience to balance of 
payments shocks and ensure a 
sustainable recovery.

“Even as countries continue 
to battle COVID-19, it is crucial 
not to overlook the longer-term 
challenge of transforming 

Osinbajo Urges Financial Institutions 
To Keep On Funding Gas

IMF To Launch $50bn Lifeline For Nigeria, Others

Osinbajo

BY UMORU ABDULKADIR  

Nigeria loses at least 
N585bn of yearly leather 
product revenue to other 
countries, an estimated 
90 per cent of the N650bn 
revenue stream, the 
Minister of State for 
Science, Technology and 
Innovation, Barrister 
Mohammed Abdullahi, has 
said.

Abdullahi disclosed 
this when the Nigerian 
Institute of Leather and 
Science Technology, NILEST, 
graduated 165 Nigerians on 
footwear manufacturing and 
leather goods processing/
production in Abuja on 
Thursday.

“The market share of the 
Nigerian manufacturers in 
recent times has increased 
by 10%, about N65bn 
leather and leather products 
transactions were estimated 
to have increased in excess 
of N450bn for footwear and 
N200bn for other finished 
leather products; the export 
value on the average was 
N189bn –N252bn, mainly 
leather.

“However, the reality 
about these developments is 
that 90% of the benefits goes 
to foreign countries while 
10% goes into domestic 
accounts”, the minister said.

He however said the 
federal government, 
through NILEST, is making 
frantic efforts to reverse 
the huge capital flight by 
putting together the first-
ever standalone National 
Leather and Leather 
Products Policy in Nigeria 
and its implementation 
plan.

Abdullahi said the leather 
industry formed one of the 
vibrant sectors in national 
economic development, 
contributing enormously 
to the Gross Domestic 
Products, GDP, of the 
country.

The director general 
of the institute, Prof 
Mohammed Kabiru Yakubu, 
in his welcome address, said 
the first-time trainees were 
simultaneously camped in 
different zones for effective 
coaching and mentoring and 
the training programme was 
80 per cent practical and 
hands-on.

Nigeria Loses 
N585bn Annual 
Leather Revenue 
To Other 
Countries

economies to become more 
resilient to shocks and achieve 
sustainable and inclusive 
growth”.

According to the Washington-
based lender, the pandemic and 
climate change are challenges 
threatening macroeconomic 
stability and growth, and have 
a potential for future balance of 
payments problems.

It said these global public 
policy challenges are the shared 
responsibility of individual 
countries and the international 
community.

The IMF said it was 
considering how to channel 
some of the $650bn SDRs 
it issued in August from 
countries with strong external 
financial positions to vulnerable 
countries through a Resilience 
and Sustainability Trust.

The IMF said, “The RST’s 
central objective is to provide 

BY ALIYU GALADIMA

Vice-President Yemi Osinbajo 
has said that Nigeria will fail 
in its plan to transition to 
cleaner energy if the funding 
of gas projects is discouraged 
by world leaders.

Last year at the UN Climate 
Change Conference in Glasgow, 
President Muhammadu Buhari 
made a commitment to net 
zero emissions by 2060.

Osinbajo on Friday at the 
2022 World Economic Forum 
virtual session appealed for 
support in the adoption of 
renewables for countries that 
wholly depend on oil.

He described the call for 
funding of fossil fuels including 
gas projects by international 
financial institutions as 
threatening oil reliant 
economies like Nigeria.

Last year, oil dependent 
Nigeria launched a decade of 
gas as a transition fuel.

Nigeria’s VP said, “Really, 

affordable long-term financing 
to support countries as they 
tackle structural challenges.

“As we’ve continued to work 
toward developing the RST, 
our current thinking on the 
key design features which we 
outline further below aim to 
balance the needs of potential 
contributors and borrowing 
countries.

“With broad support 
from the membership and 
international partners, we hope 
that the Trust can be approved 
by the IMF Executive Board 
before the upcoming Spring 
Meetings and for it to become 
fully operational before the 
year’s end”.

It added that about three-
quarters of its membership 
could be eligible for RST 
financing, including all low-
income countries, all developing 
and vulnerable small states, and 

what it is, is that for many 
African countries, especially 
the gas rich African countries, 
one of the biggest shocks 
is the notion that fossil 
fuels including gas should 
be defunded, especially 
by international financial 
institutions.

“We think that gas as a 
transition fuel is crucial, not 
just for effective transition, but 
also for our economy. I think 
that we are faced with two 
challenges. The climate change 
challenge, of course economic 
development”

And so for us, gas as a 
transition fuel is completely 
without doubt the only 
pathway. So, this is why for 
us, it’s important that we are 
able to continue to attract gas 
investments and we demand 
that we use gas for purposes of 
being able to transit from some 
of the more hazardous fuels 
such as coal, some of the heavy 

all middle-income countries 
with per capita GNI below 10 
times the 2020 IDA operational 
cutoff, or about $12,000.

It added that the aim of 
the trust was to address 
macro-critical longer-term 
structural challenges that entail 
significant macroeconomic 
risks to member countries’ 
resilience and sustainability, 
including climate change, 
pandemic preparedness, and 
digitalisation.

The monetary fund body 
said, “Like the IMF’s highly 
concessional and currently 
zero interest rate Trust for 
low-income countries, the RST 
would be established under 
the IMF’s power to administer 
contributor resources, which 
allows for more flexible terms, 
notably on maturities, than the 
terms that apply to the IMF’s 
general resources.

fuel, heavy oil, and all of that.
“We think that unless we 

assist in ensuring that this is 
done, of course, we may suffer 
not just from climate change, 
not just from a deficit in our 
promises for climate change but 
more importantly in economic 
development”.

Royal Dutch Shell, which has 
struggled with oil spills, started 
discussions with the federal 
government about selling its 
stake in the onshore fields.

Osinbajo said, “On our part, 
there is a commitment to 
ensuring net zero emissions 
by 2060. But we also think 
that that should be matched 
to an equal commitment to 
ensure that the economies of 
countries like ours do not suffer 
on account of the transition to 
net zero.

“So, for us renewable 
energy, of course, is absolutely 
important. And we have several 
major schemes and programs 

around renewable energy. As 
a matter of fact, one of the 
major parts of our Economic 
Sustainability Plan is the 
connection of 5 million homes 
to solar power, which of course 
we have rolled out in the past 
12 months.

“And we intend to achieve 
those targets, which means 
of course that we will require 
more investments especially 
for renewable energy. I think 
that the World Economic 
Forum and our partners can be 
helpful in attracting renewable 
energy investments in Nigeria, 
especially the manufacturer, for 
instance of solar panels and 
components of several of the 
solar equipment.

“We think that there’s a 
unique opportunity now 
with the program that we’re 
implementing, which is the 
solar connection for 5 million 
homes which is in the first 
phase”.

banking & finance
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BY LADI PATRICK-OKWOLI

Federal Competition and 
Consumer Protection 
Commission, FCCPC, has 
signed a Memorandum 
of Understanding, MoU, 
with the Nigerian Shippers’ 
Council, NSC, to ensure fair 
competition among operators 
in the industry.

The Chief Executive 
Officer of the Commission, 
Mr Babatunde Irukera, said 
at the ceremony in Abuja 
that the move would remove 
bottlenecks and increase 
effective commerce in the 
industry.

According to him, we are 
partners in making sure that 
consumers are treated fairly, 
the market operates robustly 
and ensures that a playing field 
is left without entry barriers.

He expressed optimism that 
the agreement would become 
operational as quickly as 
possible.

Irukera commended 
the council’s approach to 
work with the commission, 
describing it as collaborative 
and supportive.

“For us, consumption is as 
much about pricing, as it is 
with disposable income and 
with satisfaction.

“People are likely to 
purchase again if they are 
satisfied and if there is enough 
money to purchase again, so, 
we are partners in making sure 
that consumers are treated 
fairly.

“The interim payers for the 
ultimate payers for the service 
they provide are also entitled 
to a fair value, for the money 
proposition.

“Our work is to find that 
balance, make sure commerce 
increases and ensure there are 
no bottlenecks to commerce.

“We will also ensure 
that those in the business 
themselves are not bottlenecks 
to fairness to the citizens of 
this country’’, he said.

The Executive Secretary 
of the NSC, Mr Emmanuel 
Jime, described the industry 
as a very sensitive sector of 
the economy.

Jime said the council was 
involved in costs’ modulation 
to the extent that ultimate 
benefits to the consumers 
were guaranteed.

“Cost effectiveness is the 
key element of how services 
are delivered and when 
competition is properly 
monitored and consumers 
protected, it impacts costs.

“We are sector regulators, 
we have a common interest 
and we have to engender a 
common understanding. 
“There is a need to have this 
kind of partnership’’, Jime 
said.

FCCPC, Shippers’ 
Council Sign 
Agreement For 
Fair Competition

economy
P/Harcourt Refinery To Produce 
3.96bn Liters Of Petrol Annually

BY LADI PATRICK-OKWOLI

World International 
Economy Group, WIEG, has 
partnered with the Nigerian 
Investment Promotion 
Commission, NIPC, to 
facilitate the migration of 
large investments to the 
country.

The WIEG National 
President, Nigeria chapter, 
Prof. Chris Nwanne, said 
this when he led the team 
on a courtesy visit to NIPC 
on Thursday in Abuja, 
noted that a humanitarian, 
economic empowerment, 
business growth and services 
as well as investment system.

The agenda is to help 
businesses grow and correct 
the market and to also 
release investors across 
the world for agriculture, 
infrastructure and render 
humanitarian services in 
general.

WIEG is funded by over 
3000 strong established 
systems around the world 
with the endorsement of 

WIEG, NIPC Partner For Economic Growth And Investment
the United Nations, Arab 
Nations and many more.

Nwanne said that the 
investment would cut across 
infrastructure, agriculture, 
small scale industries, five 
star hospitals and other 
social investments.

He said that these 
investments would help lift 
Nigerians out of poverty 
in line with President 
Muhammadu Buhari’s 
policy and grow the Gross 
Domestic Product, GDP.

He added that the 
partnership would help 
Nigeria through the 
commission to see how the 
people could be empowered, 
especially the youths.

He also added that WIEG 
was bringing partnership 
proposals to pass through 
the commission so that the 
investors would be able to 
invest and also be protected 
and secured.

According to him, this visit 
is aimed at seeking more 
investment information 

and direction from the 
commission so that we 
can jointly deliver on our 
mandates. Talking to NIPC 
first will give us better 
guidelines to carry out this 
great assignment.

“We are here to create 
partnership with NIPC and 
we are inviting investors 
around the world to come 
and partner with us since 
we have an investment hub. 
WEIG is struggling with how 
to deal with the investors 
alone. We are bringing a 
team of 50 Investors in 
WIEG worldwide to invest 
in Nigeria”, he said.

Nwanne noted that WIEG 
had a target to raise 3,000 to 
4,000 entrepreneurs in five 
years, saying that WIEG as 
a business organisation does 
not support laziness.

He said that WIEG may 
not give anyone cash but 
would support whatever 
one was doing to help grow 
in business.

“We are bringing these 

investments that will help 
Nigeria Youths as well to 
gain employment as the 
government cannot provide 
all these alone. Labour is 
important, you cannot 
depend on the government 
alone”, he said.

Responding, the Director 
of Investment Promotion, 
NIPC, Mr Adesina 
Emmanuel, said that WIEG 
was of interest in line with 
what the commission does.

Emmanuel said that the 
commission was interested 
in business that would create 
job opportunities, promote 
responsible inclusiveness, 
balance and sustainable 
investment.

According to him, NIPC 
was created to promote 
business in Nigeria and the 
image of Nigeria. “So this is 
more like a complementary 
thing together with what 
we do here. We will always 
like to work with credible 
investors and organisations 
to promote Nigeria.

BY  CHARLES EBI

Port Harcourt Refining 
Company, currently under 
rehabilitation, will supply 
11 million liters of Premium 
Motor Spirit, popularly 
called petrol, to the domestic 
market, the latest report 
put together by the firm 
has stated. This means the 
company is expected to 
produce about 3.96 billion 
liters of petrol annually.

It also stated that the 
facility would produce 
enough Aviation Turbine 
Kerosene, also known as 
aviation fuel or Jet-A1, a 
development that would 
make Nigeria a hub for the 
commodity in West Africa.

These were contained 
in the firm’s report on 
Engineering, Procurement, 
Construction, Installation 
and

Commissioning for 
the refinery project, 
presented to the House of 
Representatives Committee 
on Petroleum Resources 
Downstream recently 
and obtained by our 
correspondent in Abuja on 
Thursday.

The PHRC and two 
other refineries, Warri 
Refining and Petrochemical 
Company, and Kaduna 
Refining and Petrochemical 

at restoring the plant to a 
minimum of 90% nameplate 
capacity utilisation.

“This capacity utilisation 
shall imply among other 
things, an addition of 11 
million liters of PMS daily 
to the Nigerian market”, the 
report read in part.

It added, “This increase in 
domestic refining capacity 
will definitely make a 
positive impact on the 
Nigerian economy with the 
reduction in import PMS 
that will follow.

“It is also noteworthy that 
Aviation Turbine Kerosene 
will be one of the products 
that will be produced post-
rehabilitation. It is expected 
that Nigeria will then be the 

hub for aviation fuel supplies 
to West Africa”.

Providing a background 
on the PHRC EPCIC project, 
the report stated that 
the Federal Government 
drive to boost in-country 
refining capacity gave rise 
to the approval for the 
rehabilitation of refineries.

It said the first phase of 
this rehabilitation project 
was completed in 2019, as 
the scope centered on plant 
integrity survey and scope 
of work definition for the 
EPCIC.

The Federal Executive 
Council approved the 
contract of EPCIC on March 
17 2021, while the work 
commenced last year.

The council approved the 
award of the PHRC EPCIC 
contract to Tecnimont in 
March, and the contract 
agreement was signed on 
APRIL 6, 2021.

Tecnimont has since 
mobilised to site with their 
sub-contractors, as 15 per 
cent advanced payment was 
made to the contractor after 
the submission of Advance 
Payment Guarantee.

It was learnt that over 
150,000 man-hours had 
already been achieved on the 
project, with zero lost time 
injury or fatality and zero 
security breach.

Company, are under 
the management of the 
Nigerian National Petroleum 
Company Limited.

The facilities have been 
dormant for several years, 
refining zero crude despite 
repeated turnaround 
maintenance exercises on 
them.

However, the 
commencement of the 
rehabilitation of the PHRC 
in 2021 has received 
commendations from 
industry players and 
observers going by the work 
being done at the facility.

In its report on the 
rehabilitation exercise at 
the facility, the firm stated 
that the project was aimed 

Sylva

BY YAHAYA UMAR

In a bid to stimulate the 
Nigerian economy, the 
Federal Government of 
Nigeria launched the 
NG-CARES programme 
implementation with the 
World Bank’s $750 million 
loan.

This was disclosed by Vice 
President Yemi Osinbajo, 
SAN, said in Abuja at the 
National Launch of the NG-
CARES programme.

NG-CARES is a multi-
sectoral program that, 
together with the ongoing 
execution of the Economic 
Sustainability Plan ,ESP, 
includes programs such 
as State Cash Transfer 
Units, Agriculture 
Development Agencies, 
and Job Creation Units/
MSE Support Units funded 
by the Administration’s 
Government Enterprise and 
Empowerment Programme 
,GEEP.

Prof. Osinbajo stated that 
the initiative would focus 
on the populous poor of the 
nation. He said, “NG-CARES 
programme is designed 
to support vulnerable and 
poor Nigerians, providing 
immediate emergency relief 
to smallholder farmers and 
SMEs that were adversely 
affected by the COVID-19 
pandemic”. He further 
disclosed that the plan 
“was developed within the 
context of our response to 
the COVID-19 crisis and the 
Economic Sustainability Plan 
serving as the bridge”.

The Vice-President further 
revealed that the World Bank 
loan will be for two years, 
2021-2023, with each state 
receiving $20 million ex-
ante, the FCT receiving $15 
million, and the NG CARES 
Support Unit receiving $15 
million. States will drive 
the program through the 
Programme for Results-PforR 
delivery mechanism.

The Vice-President added 
that he looked forward to 
the prompt and effective 
implementation of the 
programme, both at the 
Federal and States levels, even 
as he urged implementing 
agencies to “fully deploy 
their wealth of experience 
and expertise to ensure 
the successful take-off and 
implementation of the NG-
CARES programme”.

FG Introduces 
NG-CARES With 
World Bank’s 
$750m Loan
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Governors Eyeing Presidential Villa In 2023

Bello Mohammed

BY CALEB ISHAYA 

As the 2023 presidential election is gradually 
getting set, some politicians vying for the 
position of the president have started 
campaigns, persuading citizens that will 
contribute to their journey  to Aso Rock in 
2023. Many aspirants have declared their 
interest publicly while others are folding hands 
watching their counterpart before making 
known their ambition to Nigerians. 

The 2023 presidential election no doubt 
will be interesting as President Muhammadu 
Buhari promised Nigerians that he would not 
play the role of a kingmaker in the choice of 
who will succeed him as he tried about three 
times to contest for Presidency before he 
emerged. 

There are governors from all parts of Nigeria 
that are getting set to take over the office of 
the president in 2023.the governors include:

YAHAYA BELLO OF KOGI STATE
Bello is the current Kogi State Governor and 
the youngest governor in Nigeria. He has 
been indirectly campaigning  to become the 
president of Nigeria since 2021. Recently 
the Kogi governor said he will declare his 
intention to run for the presidency once the All 
Progressives Congress, APC, holds its national 
convention in February. 

“We are looking forward to the convention 
of our great party and by the grace of God, I 
will declare. But we must have a platform to 
run on and that is APC. 

“The party has been built solidly under the 
leadership of Governor Mai Mala Buni. They 

have done a great job, we shall conclude the 
rest in our convention

“By the mandate and calling of Nigerians, 
Nigerian youths and women and people 
all over the world that are calling me to run 
and build on the achievement of President 

A cross-section of Traditional Rulers during their meeting with Gov Nyesom Wike of Rivers and Security officials on illegal bunkering in Port Harcourt, yesterday.       PHOTO: CHIDI OHALETE/JMH/ICE/NAN

CONTINUE ON PAGE 24

Muhammadu Buhari. I will surely answer them 
immediately after our convention as the case 
may be,” Bello said.

BEN AYADE OF CROSS RIVERS STATE
 Cross Rivers State governor, Prof. Ben Ayade 
is among the present governors vying for the 
presidential position. 

Ayade dumped the Peoples Democratic 
Party, PDP, for the ruling APC, which will give 
him an opportunity to contest the presidential 
election. 

Ayade in an interview said  his interest in the 
Presidency of Nigeria would be decided by the 
APC as  the party reserved the right to assess 
all its aspirants and decide on who it deemed 
fit and as a family. 

“I think the party I belong to has a 
relationship. When people’s historical 
background is properly analysed, as a senator 
I have 41 bills, which was the highest in the 
Senate.

“We have the longest one dual carriageway 
ever done by any government in the history of 
Nigeria is impossible stretching from globally.

“I think the party should make a decision 
based on sound principles, which will be 
resolved as a party. We will look at the 
circumstances of integrity and value.” he said. 
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Adamawa LG Polls To Hold  April  9 

...Eyeing Presidential Villa In 2023
Ayade Wike Umahi Tambuwal

DAVE UMAHI OF EBONYI STATE 
Governor Dave Umahi of Ebonyi State few 
weeks ago met with President Buhari to apprise 
him of his ambition.

The governor confirmed that he discussed 
his presidential ambition with the president 
who told him to go and seek the support of 
the people.

Umahi left the PDP to the APC as he believed 
that the PDP was not ready to release the 2023 
ticket to the southeast, which according to him, 
stands a chance if the APC throws the ticket 
open to everybody irrespective of region or 
religion. 

The governor promised if given the 
opportunity, his presidency will replicate his 
effort in Ebonyi state at the national level, 
saying that he has a lot to show in running 
governance as a business.

“I feel within me that the country is passing 
through a phase and I believe strongly that the 
miracles that God helped us to do in Ebonyi 
State by the reason of all the successes we 
made in all the economic indices and all our 
programmes, that if given the opportunity, we 
can replicate it at the national level”.

“I am also close to Mr President, I know his 
heartbeat for the country and I know what 
he desires for this country so I think that I 
understand his programmes and his policies 
and his integrity, coupled with what we have 
done in Ebonyi State and it can add and help 
the country,” he said. 

GOVERNOR  AMINU TAMBUWAL OF 
SOKOTO STATE
Aminu Tambuwal, Governor of Sokoto State 
after the national convention of the PDP 
said he is consulting if to contest the 2023 
presidential election and would decide at the 
appropriate time.

Tambuwal who contested the primary in 
2018 was defeated by Alhaji Atiku Abubakar 
who became the standard bearer of the party 

in the 2019 presidential election. 
According to Tambuwal, “Now that we 

have almost done all the congresses and 
conventions, I will come back to you after 
consulting in a matter of a few weeks, few 
months.

“I have tried it before. Its presidential 
ambition was in air in 2014. After consultation, 
I decided not to run. In 2018, after 
consultations with a number of stakeholders 
I threw my hat into the race. I will commence 
my consultation extensively now and make it 
public after”, he said.

BALA MUHAMMAD OF BAUCHI STATE
Bauchi State governor, Bala Mohammed, last 
year declared that he had gotten the approval 
of the PDP in the state to run for president in 
the 2023 election.

The governor made the statement when 
a coalition of groups including the National 
Youth Council of Nigeria, NYCN, National 
Union of Road Transport Workers, NURTW, 
National Union of Bauchi State Students, 
NUBASS, Bauchi State Traders and Artisans 

Adamawa State Independent Electoral 
Commission, ADSIEC, has fixed April 9, 
for the local government council election 
in the state.

This is contained in a statement by Alhaji 
Isa Shettima, Executive Chairman of the 
Commission on Friday in Yola.

Shettima said that the Commission had 
released a time table for the schedule of 
activities for the conduct of the council’s 
election.

He said that, “As part of activities 
towards the successful conduct of the 
exercise, the Commission slated Jan. 24, 
for meeting with chairmen and secretaries 
of the registered political parties in the 
state.

Association and Association of Achaba and 
Keke, NAPEPS, visited him  to present their 
letter of endorsement. 

According to him, since his first 
endorsement  by Northern Youth Leaders 
Forum, consultations with Stakeholders have 
been ongoing. 

“Some of you saw me last week, going round 
to meet former ministers, senators and other 
leaders to discuss it (political ambition) .But I 
have to consult traditional rulers and ulamas 
too because I need their support”, he said. 

RIVERS STATE GOVERNOR NYESOM 
WIKE
Recently in the Federal Capital Territory, FCT, 
Abuja. The Rivers State governor’s posters were 
sighted at some traffic kiosks along Airports 
road and Federal Secretariat.

Before the flood of Wike’s posters, a political 
group under the auspices of Grassroots 
Development Initiative, GDI, South-East 
Zone, threw its weight behind the governor, 
to contest for the presidential position. 

The group in a statement signed by South 

“Party primaries at ward and local 
government levels will be held from Feb. 
14 to Feb. 19, and collection of nomination 
forms by candidates is to run from Feb. 21 
to Feb. 25, while submission of completed 
forms from Feb. 25 to March 4.

“The establishment of state and LG 
screening committees/inauguration by the 
Commission is coming up on March 8, and 
that resignation of public officers wishing to 
contest is March 9.

“The screening of candidates fielded by 
registered political parties will run from 
March 14 to March 16. The Commission 
will display names of successful screened 
candidates between March 17 and March 19.

According to him, the Commission 

East Zone Coordinator, GDI, Dr Sam Anya, 
described Wike as best ‘presidential material’ 
in 2023, and also advised the PDP, to adopt 
Wike as consensus presidential candidate of 
the party.

Also, an elder statesman in Rivers State, 
Sergent Chidi Awuse, says Governor  Wike is 
well qualified to serve as Nigeria’s president. 

In an interview aired by one of the national 
television stations, the politician advised Wike 
to join the race as the South-South candidate.

“Factors that should have a role to play is the 
ability to deliver and that is why some of us 
are saying we are offering him Nyesom Ezenwo 
Wike to Nigeria to assess him”. 

“What we have seen over the period he came 
into office, we have not seen since politics 
started in 1999, still PDP. But PDP Rivers State 
has corrected the ills now through Wike.

“Wike has transformed the state beyond 
anyone’s expectation. No local government area 
in Rivers State that has no project, properly 
funded and properly executed”, he said. 

No doubt, the 2023 presidential race will 
not only be interesting but the struggle will be 
between fresh contestants and old contestants 
that try and fail but Nigerians masses decide 
who becomes the president.

will receive and consider petitions from 
aspirants adjudged not qualified to 
contest as well as screening/substitution of 
candidates where the need arises between 
March 21 and March 22.

Shettima said that the electioneering 
campaign would commence on March 23 
and end on April 8, while the election would 
be held on April 9.

He said that the election results would 
be announced on April 10, at each polling 
units, wards, LG headquarters and state-
wide by the commission’s headquarters.

“The Commission also fixed April 11 for 
the collection of certificates of return by 
the elected chairmen, vice chairmen and 
councillors.
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BY CALEB ISHAYA 

As aspirants and their 
supporters are warming up for 
the All Progressives Congress, 
APC, National Convention 
schedule for February 26, this 
year, some APC leaders have 
given assurance that former 
governor of Benue State 
and the current Minister of 
Intergovernmental affairs, 
Senator George Akume, stands 
tall among other aspirants for 
the position of the national 
chairman of the party. 

 BY CALEB ISHAYA 

A political pressure group 
supporting the Peoples 
Democratic Party, PDP, known as 
Action 2023 Group, has advised 
the party to beam its search light 
on 2023 Presidential Aspirants in 
the age bracket 50 years.

The pressure group in a 
statement by its National 
Chairman, Dr Rufus Omeire, in 
Abuja on Thursday, cautioned the 
party not to have a preference in 
presidential aspirants in their 
70s but those in 50s, “whom are 
many within the party”.

Omeire’s statement was 
reacting to the views expressed 
by Mr Segun Sowunmi, a former 
Spokesperson to former Vice-
President, Alhaji Atiku Abubakar, 
in his recent letter to the PDP 
Governors rejecting what he 
described as a “kindergarten 
President and Commander-in-
Chief” for the PDP.

”Apart from Abubakar now 
in his 70s, other aspirants were 
mostly in their 50s with solid 
private sector experience as chief 
executives.

The group cited the examples 

of Gov. Aminu Tambuwal of 
Sokoto State, former Senate 
Presidents, Dr Bukola Saraki 
and Sen. Anyim Pius Anyim, with 
Chief Executives experience.

“Other candidates seem 
to have better public sector 
experience; some have solid 
private sector experience as 
Chief Executives.

“Tambuwal, Saraki and Anyim 
headed Houses of the Legislature 
at the Federal level as Chief 
Executives. The buck stopped 
on their tables as Speaker and 
Presidents of the Senate”.

The group added that 
Tambuwal, Gov Bala Mohammed 
of Bauchi State, Gov. Nyesom 
Wike and Saraki have relevant 
executive experience as 
governors and have seen it all.

“They took decisions at the 
executive level in their states 
and have direct and firsthand 
experience in formulation 
and execution of government 
policies.

“Another aspirant, Chief Sam 
Ohuabunwa was a chief executive 
of a publicly quoted company 
NEIMETH and helmsman at 

Manufacturers’ Association of 
Nigeria”.

The group advised Sowunmi 

to desist from these unnecessary 
insults on other aspirants and 
focus on marketing his boss. 

APC Chairmanship: Group Tips Akume Ahead Of Others

2023 Presidential Ticket: Group Urges 
PDP To Search For Aspirants In 50s

A Professor of International Law 
and Global Politics, Jehu Nnaji, 
says political parties in Nigeria need 
to be transparent to get the best 
out of the Electoral Bill currently 
undergoing amendments.

Nnaji gave the advice on Friday 
in Enugu in an interview with the 
News Agency of Nigeria while 
reacting to the latest passage of the 
Electoral Amendment Bill by the 
National Assembly  NASS.

Recall that President 
Muhammadu Buhari recently 
withheld his assent to the 2010 
Electoral Amendment Bill passed 
by NASS.

Buhari hinged his withdrawal on 
the provision of direct primary as 
the only procedure for the selection 
of party candidates.

The president is of the view that 
the provision is undemocratic and 
also cited issues of insecurity and 
cost.

The president urged the NASS to 
provide other options for political 
parties to choose from.

Meanwhile, Nnaji said that the 
response of the NASS to suddenly 
reverse itself was disappointing and 
did not inspire confidence.

He said that direct primary 
promoted participatory democracy 
by involving every party member 
in the process of choosing their flag 
bearers.

“The 2010 Electoral Amendment 
Bill has been a topical issue on the 
lips of every democratic Nigerian.

“It is so important because the 
contents had recommended direct 
primaries as well as electronic 
transmission of results”, he said.

The visiting scholar, who is of the 
University of Kansas Law School, 
US, said that direct primaries 
would have a way of checkmating 
imposition of candidates by political 
godfathers.

He expressed displeasure on the 
latest amendment by the NASS 
which, he said, majority of Nigerians 
were not satisfied with.

“Now, the bill is amended to allow 
either direct or indirect primaries 
or consensus candidates.  Many 
Nigerians are of the view that the 
problem of imposition of candidates 
has yet to be eradicated.

“Therefore, this latest 
amendment by the NASS hangs the 
hope of Nigerians in the balance as 
there cannot be any certainty that 
the will of the people will prevail 
while selecting party candidates.

“Looking at the amended Bill and 
its successor Act, the electorate will 
watch with bated breath as to the 
ways the political parties will select 
their candidates” , he said.

Nnaji, however, called on political 
parties to be as transparent as 
possible during the primaries in 
order to make the best use of the 
document if signed into law. 

Electoral Bill: 
Don Urges 
Transparency In 
Implementation

Atiku

Akume

Speaking to journalists 
Friday in Abuja, Chairman 
Contact Committee and Media 
group for Senator George 
Akume campaign team, Chief 
Simon Shango, who led other 
prominent APC leaders and 
media personalities, said if 
elected the minister will work 
towards ensuring that the APC 
becomes a model in political 
party administration in Nigeria 
and beyond.

According to Shango, if 
Senator Akume is elected, he 

will be committed to upholding 
the Constitution of the Federal 
Republic of Nigeria and that of 
the APC. 

“He will respect the powers 
and responsibilities of all 
organs and officers of the Party, 
which is necessary to entrench 
internal democracy and party 
discipline. 

“All the Party organs, officers 
and stakeholders need to work 
in harmony to consolidate our 
position as the dominant and 
ruling party in Nigeria. Senator 
George Akume’s vision is an 
APC which will be a model in 
political party administration 
in Nigeria and beyond”.

He noted that Senator  
Akume has done a lot for APC 
right from the time of the 
Inerger. Also, that he is not a 
businessman as he consistently 
sets his mind towards service to 
the good people of Nigeria.

“In relative terms and by all 
accounts including the views 
of many APC stakeholders 
and generality of Nigerians, 
Senator George Akume is 
clearly the best aspirant for the 
job. Consequently, such press 
attacks are not surprising but 
would not dampen but augment 

the support of key stakeholders 
and Nigerians in general”.

The media team assured that 
Akume will encourage women 
in general to strive to occupy 
significant portions of the 
political and governance spaces.

Akume’s  six points agenda 
according to the party leaders 
include; To boost the confidence 
in the APC,  hold periodic Town 
Hall Interactive Sessions around 
the country, convey feedback 
to the APC Governments at all 
levels, promote and participate 
in a robust social media 
communication scheme to feel 
the pulse of Nigerians, especially 
the youths and encourage 
and respective the APC 
Governments to appropriately 
act on key issues raised.

The leaders were led by 
Chief Simone Shango, former 
National Publicity Secretary of 
National Party of Nigeria , NPN, 
Barr. Sam Ode, former Minister 
of State, Niger Delta Affairs and 
a governorship aspirant, Chief 
Ray Murphy, Publisher, Summit 
Newspapers, Chief Terlumun 
Akputu, a governorship 
aspirant, Prof. Terhemba Shija, 
Prof. Oserheimen Osunbor, 
among others.
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“These celebrities 
started taking 
teenage roles in 
the movie industry 
before they dived into 
taking adult roles.

“



There are lots of Nigerian celebrities 
who made their way into the 
entertainment industry at a very 
tender age. These celebrities started 
taking teenage roles in the movie 
industry before they dived into taking 
adult roles.

Regina Daniels
Born October 10, 2000Regina Daniels 
is also a movie producer and a serial 
entrepreneur. She is a very talented 
and creative Nigerian actress who 
started her acting career at the very 
tender age of seven. The beautiful 
actress came into the movie through 
her mother, Rita Daniels, who is also 
an actress and a movie producer.

Regina Daniel’s first movie was 
Marriage of Sorrow which earned her 
ten thousand Naira. The actress came 
into the limelight after featuring in 
the 2010 movie, “Miracle Child”. She 
started as a child actor and after she 
came of age she started taking adult 
roles. The actress has been featured 
in over 100 movies alongside other 
popular actors. Regina Daniels is an 
actress who is loved by many because 
of her unique features.

She began acting at the age of seven. 
It is strongly believed that she got 
support from her mothrt Rita Daniels 
who is also an actress and movie 
producer. Her first movie was Marriage 
of Sorrow which earned her 10,000 
Nigerian Naira.

In January 2019, she was appointed 
Atiku Abubakar’s Youth Campaign 
Coordinator and in 2020, she launched 
a magazine named after her in Abuja. 

Chinenye Nnebe
Chinenye Nnebe is another popular 
Nigerian actress who dived into the 
entertainment industry at a very 
young age. The beautiful actress started 
her acting career as a Nollywood child 
actress.

Chinenye Nnebe is a very talented 
and creative Nigerian actress who 
came into the limelight after starring 
in the movie, ‘Dry’ as Dr. Zahra. The 
actress is making name for herself in 
the movie industry as she has been 

featured in over 100 movies alongside 
other popular actors.

Somadina Adinma
Somadina Adinma is a popular 
Nigerian actor who dived into the 
entertainment industry at the very 
young age of 8. He started his acting 
career in 2003 and he is currently 
making name for himself in the movie 
industry.

Somadina Adinma is indeed a 
handsome actor who has featured in 
over 100 movies. He is very talented 
and creative. He is best known for his 
roles in the Nollywood films Ordinary 
Fellows, Breath of Anger, and Forest 
of Promises.

Williams Uchemba
Williams Uchemba is not just an actor, 
but a comedian. He made his way into 
the entertainment industry at a very 
tender age. He started his acting career 
as a child actor in 2000. He was into the 
limelight after featuring in the 2001 
movie, “The Journey of the Dead”.

Williams Uchemba has featured 
in a series of movies alongside other 
prominent actors. He is also a popular 
comedian who is loved for his unique 
features. Williams Uchemba is a very 
smart and talented Nigerian actor.
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Nigerian Celebrities Who Ventured 
Into Acting As Kids

The actress has been 
featured in over 100 
movies alongside 
other popular actors.
“

Daniels

Uchemba
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The Nigerian music acts are getting 
recognition for a world-dominating 
year for the industry

Wizkid, Tiwa Savage, Fireboy 
and Omah Lay are the latest 
Nigerian acts to be nominated 
for the National Association for 
Advancement of Coloured People, 
NAACP, award that recognizes 
excellence in black people across 
several entertainment categories 
around the world.

The Nigerian musicians have 

Popular Nigerian comedian 
AY Makun and his wife Mabel 
have welcomed a baby thirteen 
years after their first child.

NAACP Awards Nominate Tiwa 
Savage, Wizkid Among Others

Comedian AY And Wife Welcome 
2nd Child After 13 Years

Why Most Veteran 
Actors Are Off The 
Screen – Emeka Ossai

been nominated in the NAACP 
Image Awards in Outstanding 
International Song category for 
their impressive efforts during the 
last year.

Wizkid was recognized for 
his song ‘Essence’ that featured 
Justin Bieber and Tems. Fireboy’s 
nomination was in recognition 
of his impressive efforts on his 
‘Peru’ track that continues to win 
the hearts of audiences across the 
world.

The comedian took to his 
Instagram page on Tuesday, 
January 18, 2022, where he 
shared a video of his wife and 

were trained either formally or 
informally.

“We were trained in 
the Nollywood through 
apprenticeship or actual practice 
overtime before becoming a 
frontrunner in the business.

“Some artists can play the 
role of a “Waka Pass” for 10 
years before getting a lead role. 
A fresher cannot muscle an 
old hand in role within a short 
time,” he said.

Ossai reiterated that the 
Nollywood industry needed 
the inputs of the veterans who 
would provide the lead for the 
new entrants to flourish.

He said some of the new films 
produced by young artistes that 
goes to the cinema should have 
the inputs of the old hands for it 
to be recognised.

“A film called, “Lion Heart by 
Genevieve Nnaji, is an essentially 
an old Nollywood film upgraded 
to the world standard and the 
result was great because it 
attracted great endorsements 
worth millions of dollars.

“The younger ones cannot 
go to the cinemas without the 
inputs of the older ones and 
think it will succeed, no, it might 
fail.

“The old hands will keep the 
torch running, while the new 
entrants will complement, 
actors that rose to the top 
started in a humble way.

“We have many examples of 
them like Omotola Jalade. She 
joined the industry when she 
was in the secondary school and 
got a role, probably more than a 
decade after, ” he said.

“So, it will be difficult for a 
fresher to compete or play a role 
with such a veteran,” Ossai said.

Nollywood Veteran and Film 
Director, Mr Emeka Ossai has 
said that most veterans in the 
industry were off the screen 
because movies produced by 
the so called “New Nollywood 
actors” lacked originality.

Ossai said, when members of 
the Creative Industry Group, 
CIG, visited the News Agency 
of Nigeria, NAN, Lagos Office, 
that chunk of the movies lacked 
focus.

Ossai said that the Nollywood 
industry was pulled out of 
the woods by the efforts of 
the veterans and ensured it 
remained afloat.

“The veterans started the path 
called: Nollywood some years 
back and were able to colonize 
Africa and the diaspora to love 
our contents and to love Nigeria.

“To sustain Nollywood, the 
kind of story we tell should be 
original and indigenous.

“Some people have infiltrated 
the industry with colonial 
mentality of doing business; 
they want to adulterate our 
culture by bringing in some 
content outside our cultural 
identity.

“People acting and mimicking 
the whites when they are 
blacks by speaking through 
their nostrils and changing the 
trajectory from contemporary 
Africa stories should rethink,” 
he said.

Ossai argued that there had 
been some unwritten values in 
the Nollywood industry, which 
had helped it grown and must be 
protected.

“Some producers of movies 
have created “New Nollywood” 
by bringing in untrained 
artistes. In our own time, we 

Tiwa Savage won her nomination 
with her “Somebody’s Son” song 
that featured American artist, 
Brandy while Omah Lay won his 
nomination for his “Understand” 
hit song.

The nominees were announced 
via a virtual event that was hosted 
by Tinashe, Kyla Pratt and Marcus 
Scribner who announced that 
the event to announce the award 
winners is going to hold on February 
26th 2022 and will be aired on BET.

their newborn baby.
“Our prayers in the last 13 

years have been answered. 
AYOMIDE thank you for 
making @realmabelmakun and 
I, Mummy and Daddy again”, 
he captioned the video. “Thank 
you for making Michelle a BIG 
SISTER. Thanks to everyone 
who kept us in their prayers 
and never stopped feeding us 
with positive vibes.

“Trust in the Lord with all 
your heart and lean not on 
your own understanding; in 
all your ways submit to him, 
and he will make your paths 
straight”, GOD’S TIME IS 
ALWAYS THE BEST”.

Tiwa Savage Wizkid

Ossai
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The Grammy Awards show 
has been postponed from its 
January 31 date due to concerns 
over the omicron variant of the 
COVID-19 disease.

This marks the first time the 
show will take place in Vegas. As 
a result, the CMT Awards also 
has a new date.

And now the 64th annual 
Grammy Awards ceremony has 
a new date and location. 

The news came on Tuesday 
that the show has been 

Nigerian veteran rapper Eedris 
Abdulkareem has slammed his 
colleague Charly Boy over the 
comments he made about his 
infamous clash with American 

Grammys Rescheduled For 
April 3 In Las Vegas

 The Fashion 
World Loses 
André Leon Talley

Eedris Drags Charly Boy Over 2004 Incident With 50 Cent

rescheduled and will now 
broadcast live from the MGM 
Grand Garden Arena in Las 
Vegas on Sunday, April 3, from 
8-11:30 p.m. on CBS (it also will 
be available to stream live and 
on demand on Paramount+). 

The show was postponed 
amid the omicron surge. It was 
scheduled to take place at the 
Crypto.com Arena (formerly 
known as the Staples Center) in 
Los Angeles.

Trevor Noah is still set to 

rapper 50 Cent in 2004.
Charly Boy had taken to his 

Instagram page where he wrote 
about the incident.

The veteran singer recounted 

return as host. Additional details 
about the dates and locations of 
other Grammy events, including 
the Grammy Awards Premiere 
Ceremony, MusiCares Person of 
the Year and the Pre-Grammy 
Gala, will be announced soon.

The news came via a joint 
announcement from the 
Recording Academy, CBS and 
CMT. As a result of the Grammy 
date change, the CMT Awards 
will now move from its initially 
scheduled date of April 3 to a 

how instrumental he was to the 
American rapper’s abrupt exit from 
the country.

Eedris Abdulkareem drags Charly 
Boy over 2004 incident with 50 

TalleyAbdulkareem Charley Boy

later date in April. This year will 
mark the first time the CMT 
Awards will air on CBS.

A slew of events has been 
canceled or postponed due to 
the surge of COVID-19 cases 
spurred by the omicron variant. 

The Coachella, Critics Choice 
Awards, the Governors Awards, 
and the AFI Awards were among 
the ceremonies affected. In 
addition, BAFTA’s Tea Party has 
been canceled, as many premier 
events have.

Cent
He went on to describe 

Abdulkareem as his ‘ungrateful son’ 
who didn’t appreciate all his efforts.

In his response, Abdulkareem 
slammed the veteran singer 
accusing him of selling out during 
the incident.

“Shut up. You collected N70M 
from Nigerian Breweries to 
blackmail me. You collected 
evidence of attack by 50 Cent and 
G-Unit from DJ Tee who recorded 
everything that happened in the 
plane,” he wrote.

Abdulkareem also recounted 
how PSquare, the defunct KC Presh 
and other artists were chased and 
harassed out of the show by the 
organisers.

The veteran rapper accused 
Charly Boy of being a fake activist 
who is only interested in financial 
gains.

André Leon Talley, the fashion 
icon who was once Vogue’s creative 
director and later its editor-at-large 
in the U.S. has died. 

TMZ first reported the news and 
later confirmed via a statement 
posted to the official Met Gala 
Twitter page. Talley was 73.

“Fashion lost another giant today. 
André Leon Talley, thank you for 
your groundbreaking work that has 
inspired so many of us. Your legacy 
will live on forever. RIP”.

The fashion icon was born on 
October 16, 1948, in Washington, 
D.C. He said he learned an 
‘understanding of luxury’ from 
his grandmother, which was 
foundational to his sense of style.

He first discovered Vogue 
magazine at the age of 10.

Talley earned a master’s degree 
in French Literature from Brown. 
In 1974, he apprenticed for then-
Vogue Editor Diana Vreeland at the 
Met. She recommended Talley for a 
job at Interview magazine which led 
him to Women’s Wear Daily.

 He became the publication’s Paris 
bureau chief from 1975 through 
1980. He also worked for The New 
York Times before finally landing 
at Vogue. After over a decade there, 
Talley left Vogue in 1995 for a stint 
at W before returning to Vogue as 
editor-at-large until 2013.

Talley had an outsized influence 
in the fashion world. He was 
outspoken and often championed 
new voices. He advised the Obama 
family on fashion, including 
introducing Michelle Obama to the 
designer of her inaugural gown.

In a 2018, Washington Post essay 
about Beyoncé’s Vogue cover, André 
Leon Talley reflected on his journey:

“I grew up in the segregated 
South. For so long, no one who had a 
position of prominence in the world 
of fashion magazines  - in the world 
at large - was black, be they, man or 
woman”, he said.
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Leg Chain:
Just A Jewelry Item
Early forms of leg chain use also traces to ancient, 

predynastic Egypt where it was a form of class 
distinction  -  to tell the rich from the poor. Wives 
of rich men wore gold chains while the slaves, 

poor or plebeians wore silver, metallic or leather anklets.
When a woman puts on a chain on her leg in here in 

Nigeria, it is the act of prostitution, and then when any 

man who sees a woman wearing it comes to a conclusion 
that she is a prostitute.

In modern times, leg chains are worn by women of 
different classes as a fashion statement. Some others 
wear it to show membership of social groups and beliefs. 
It has become very popular amongst the younger and 
older women.

BY RUTH GBAKA
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Headband: A 
Multipurpose Accessory
Headbands, or sweatbands, are worn around 

the forehead during physical activity to 
absorb sweat and keep it from reaching the 
eyes.

But for some, it is a fashion accessory that enhances 
one’s look and creates an attraction to the face. 

These fashion bands come in different colors, 

textures, designs and fabrics according to market 
demand.

But when it comes to sweatbands, they are often 
made of a continuous loop of terrycloth, as it is a 
particularly absorbent fabric.

Folded bandanas, usually knotted behind the head, 
also serve this purpose.
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In what is clearly becoming a legacy 
of fulfilment for the All Progressives 
Congress, APC - led government, 
all roads on Tuesday led to Abuja 
as President Muhammadu Buhari 

unveiled a 1.2million - bag paddy rice 
pyramid.

The event which showcased massive rice 
production facilitated through the Anchor 
Borrowers Programme of the Central Bank of 
Nigeria, saw an elated President Muhammadu 
Buhari expressed optimism that his food 
security agenda as exemplified by mounting 
rice reserves and pyramids in the country, will  
reduce the prices of food  generally as well as 
reduce unemployment.

From a National paddy rice production 
of about 4.5 tons per annum before the ABP 
initiative in 2015, the President revealed that 
the production of paddy rice had risen to over 
9 million tons by last year.

On his part, CBN governor, Godwin 
Emefiele, stated that the CBN  had through  
23 Participating Financial Institutions in the 
36 States of the Federation and FCT financed 
4.5 million farmers that cultivated 5.3 million 
hectares across 21 commodities by the end of 
last year. 

As accolades and praises continue to greet 
this glaring success, the effort of Governor 
Atiku Bagudu of Kebbi State who clearly ‘saw 
the future and the opportunity’ in reviving 
Nigeria’s hitherto comotose rice farming 
- when in damning the odds and risks 
when no one dared to, took up the rice 
production initiative which has today 
engulfed the nation like a wild fire. Indeed 
for Governor Bagudu, his decision to delve 
into rice production in Nigeria depicts 
him as a man with the Midas Touch and a 
generational leader.

Launched in August 2015 upon his 
resumption of office as the executive 

Governor of Kebbi State and in fulfilment 
of his campaign promise to diversify 
Kebbi’s economy, Atiku Bagudu a former 
World Bank economist, vowed to provide 
cheaper and more nutritious rice to 
boost local agriculture as well as put a 
stop to foreign rice importation and 
consumption. 

Creating a special purpose vehicle 
through the establishment of an 
unprecedented joint venture with the 
Bank of Agriculture, BoA, buoyed by 
CBN’s injection of about N4bn with which 
Farmers in Kebbi State got organised 
into the project, the stage was set for 
an unprecedented rice revolution in the 
country.  

As at 2016, at its pivot stage, Kebbi had 
78,000 registered rice farmers for which 
an estimated N210,000 per hectare was  
earmarked to produce about six tonnes of 
rice in the dry season and about an extra 
five tonnes in the rainy season. So massive 
has become the success as at today, that 
two rounds of rice plus other crops such 
as wheat are being produced within a cycle 

year. In 2016 alone, 1.4 million tonnes of 
rice was produced.

As at today, no less than 300,000 rice 
farmers are in Kebbi State, earning a living 
and smiling to the banks, prompting Bagudu 
to lament the prior negligence and lack of 
investment in the agric sector. 

“Why did we become dependent in oil? 
It is because we invested in petroleum and 
neglected agriculture. The total bank loan 
to agriculture in Nigeria is less than five 
percent of the bank loans. How can we treat 
agriculture  that way and yet want to make 
the farmer wealthy so that he can feed well, 
send his children to school, be able to afford 
quality healthcare and stop being poor. We 
must invest heavily in agriculture,” the Kebbi 
governor had stated.

Resolved to ensure that the rice fever 
caught on with other parts of the country, 
in December, 2016, Governor Bagudu in 
collaboration with then Governor Akinwunmi 
Ambode, launched the famous ‘Lake Rice’. 

Needless to state that that collaboration 
broke barriers of cultural,  religious and ethnic 
differences and showed what political will 
propelled by the right leadership could achieve 
for a country. It was simply breathtaking 
as that initiative broke what a piece in the 
Vanguard newspapers termed “the long 
- established monopolistic distribution 
chains with foreign-owned companies, 
dominated by Indians that   have long 
colonised the Nigerian rice market. They 
would be replaced by Nigerian merchants, 
companies and cooperatives to ensure 
that never again are inferior foreign 
brands used to undercut local farmers , 
flood our markets with inferior and toxic 
products and sabotage the country’s 
national intetest”. 

To the 
Mother and son 

who allegedly hired 
thugs to attack 

a teacher in Ogun 
State who prevented 
him from attending 
class because of his  
hairstyle.
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