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NASS Bows To Buhari
Amends controversial sections
Parties to determine process for primaries
Consensus candidates now part of new scheme
AljazirahNigeria predicted NASS won’t veto bill

Ayade Orders Recruitment Into
Cross River Civil Service

Court Urges Political Solution On Kanu’s
Matter, Orders N1bn Compensation
BY SAMAILA ISHAKU

Abia High Court sitting in
Umuahia has advised the
federal government to explore a
political solution on the matter
involving the leader of the
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proscribed Indigenous People of
Biafra, IPOB, Mr Nnamdi Kanu.
Delivering judgment on a
suit filed against the federal
government by Kanu, the court

BY FRANCIS OGAR, CALABAR

Cross River State Governor,
Professor Ben Ayade has ordered
immediate recruitment into the civil
service to fill the vacuum that may
occur due to workers’ retirement.

CONTINUE ON PAGE 13

The new Head of Service, HoS,
Mr Timothy Akwaji, disclosed
this yesterday during his maiden
meeting with permanent secretaries
in Calabar.
CONTINUE ON PAGE 6

EDITORIAL

Raising Qualification Bar For
Presidential Aspirants

R

ecently, the Speaker of the House of Representatives,
Femi Gbajabiamila, stirred conversations across the
country on the need to raise the qualification for
presidential aspirants. It must be noted that it is not
the first time such contention is coming from someone
of the status of the Speaker. Much as the same has been a source
of debate even among various classes of Nigerians.
Gbajabiamila advocated that the National Assembly should
raise the minimum educational qualification for presidential
aspirants.

He made the position known while speaking at the 52nd
Convocation Lecture of the University of Lagos ,UNILAG, on
Monday, January 17, 2022 as he also called for the review of
the minimum educational qualification for other top offices,
including the National Assembly.
As set in the Nigerian constitution, a presidential aspirant
is qualified to contest for president if he/she has at least a
secondary school certificate.
CONTINUE ON PAGE 3

AFCON: Super Eagles Dashes ‘Africa Wild Dogs’ Hopes

BUSINESS

Buhari Didn’t
Approve Petrol
Subsidy Removal
– Lawan

Cash-strapped
Banks Borrowed
N9.17trn From CBN
In Seven Months

net a rebound from winger, Moses
Simon.
Simon had made a datting run
inside the box, dribbled past four
defenders only to see his shot bounce
off the bar before Troost-Ekong
tapped it in.
CONTINUE ON PAGES 16 & 17
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Alleged Breach Of
Code: Timi Frank
Urges Buhari To
Sack NCDMB Boss
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ball.
The dangling striker who was
ineffective during the first half,
tapped in for the Eagles opener before
he was replaced by Peter Olayinka.
Later, defender, William TroostEkong put the game beyond the
Wild Dogs after he tapped into the

APC Convention:
Group Warns
Against Electing
Indicted Aspirants

PAGE 26

Goals from Sadiq Umar and William
Troost-Ekong was just enough to
dash the hopes of Africa wild Dogs
of Guinea Bissua to progress to the
round of 16 at the ongoing Africa
cup of nation AFCON in Cameroon

as Nigeria’s Super Eagles beat Guinea
Bissau 2-0
With the result, the Eagles became
the first country to garner 9 points in
the group stage.
Almeria of Spain striker, Sadiq
scored in the 56th minute off a
Kelechi Iheanacho laid through
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Plateau State Commissioner for Health, Dr Nimkong Ndam (2nd R); National Programs Manager, Network for Health Equity and Development (NHED), Dr Lekan
Olubajo (R); with some officials, during the unveiling of some Basic Package Nutrition Services for Women and Children organised by NHED in collaboration with
Plateau State Government at Jos North Local Government Area in Jos on Wednesday.
PHOTO: SUNDAY ADAH/JMH/MO/NAN

Bayelsa: Corps Member Abandons
Service Over Defilement Of 12-yr-old Girl
BY ANIEFIOK OBONG, YENAGOA

Corps member attached
to Asamabiri Community
Primary School in Asamabiri
community in Sagbama
Local Government Area of
Bayelsa State, Jonathan
Ogbe, has abandoned
his one year compulsory
national service over
alleged involvement in the
defilement of a 12-year old
pupil.
AljazirahNigeria,

gathered that Ogbe, 31,
an indigene of Kogi State
and has one Victor Iko-Ojo
Achema as his next of kin,
with NYSC call up number,
NYSC/ABU/2020/113131,
abandoned service and
has refused to pick up his
discharge certificate to
avoid being de-kitted and
handed over to the Bayelsa
State Police Command for
investigation and possible
prosecution.
The incident, which

occurred in September,
2021,
has
provoked
members of civil society
groups, gender based
advocacy groups and
indigenes of the community
over the alleged “foot
dragging” of the gender
unit of the Bayelsa Police
Command to effect the
arrest, investigation and
prosecution of the accused
corps member.
Aljazirah Nigeria gathered
that though the National

Youth Service Corps, NYSC,
and the police were accused
of “foot dragging” over the
case, the NYSC through State
Public Relations Officer,
Mathew Ngobua, denied the
claim and confirmed that the
accused corps member has
absconded.
“The
accused
has
abandoned service, all
his numbers and that of
his next-of-kin are not
reachable. He has not even
picked up his discharge

certificate”.
Ngobua also noted
that the disappearance of
the accused was noticed
when the usual practice of
the NYSC of inviting the
accused to camp, de-kit him
or her and hand him to the
police for investigation,
”we discovered that he has
abandoned service’’.
AljazirahNigeria
also
gathered yesterday that the
accused reportedly lured
the 12 years old girl, names

COVID-19 Vaccination Enforcement Yielding Good Result –FCTA Official
BY ISMAILA JIMOH, ABUJA

Federal Capital Territory
Administration’s,
FCTA,
implementation of no
vaccination card no entry
policy has shored up the
number of its staff who
received the jab.
Senior Special Assistant
to the Minister of FCT on
Monitoring, Inspection and
Enforcement, Ikaro Attah,
stated this on Tuesday
while monitoring the level of
compliance to the directive.
He said the response
from FCTA staff showed 70

percent compliance as the
enforcement enters day two.
This is followed the
full enforcement of no
vaccination, no entry for
staff and visitors which
began on Monday.
Attah, who conducted
journalists round the
FCT departments and
agencies to check the
level of compliance, said
the turn up of those that
had received the jab since
the commencement was
impressive.
He said “like yesterday,
we had a massive turnout

of staff that are fully
vaccinated, we have gone
to FCT departments and
agencies and have seen that
the staff are fully vaccinated.
What we will continue to
insist is that vaccination
is not by force, we are not
forcing people to take the
vaccine. We are only telling
people to come with either
COVID-19 negative result
test or prove of vaccination.
“We are happy that there
is high level of compliance,
as of today, the enforcement
is 70 percent, with the
impressive turn up and the

ongoing vaccination, we are
almost there”.
For
those
staying
away from their offices,
Attah explained that the
Permanent Secretary, FCTA,
Mr Olusade Adesola said
such staff will be treated as
someone who stayed away
from work.
According to him, “the
FCT permanent secretary
is clear about that, anyone
who stays away from the
office will be treated as
someone who is on the
run and the civil service
rule is clear about it. The

permanent secretary with
the Director of Human
Resource
Management,
Mallam Bashir Muhammed
have made it very clear that
if you decide to stay at home
because you don’t have
evidence of vaccination or
COVID-19 negative result
test, you will be treated in
line with the civil service
rule”.
Attah
stated
that
COVID-19
vaccination
centres are all over the city,
thus people are advised to
go for their jab, saying the
exercise is free.

withheld, who is a pupil in
the community primary
school, to his house and
defiled her repeatedly
without the knowledge of
her parents.
According to the father
of the victim, Nelson
Gbaranbiri, his wife called
his attention to some
strange discharge found in
the panties of his 12 years
old daughter while doing
her laundry. “My wife called
my attention to the stains
and discharge she usually
finds in the panties of my
daughter. When I asked
about what happened to
her private part, she told me
that ‘uncle’ will beat her”.
Gbaranbiri also confirmed
that when he reported
to the police they did
nothing. ‘‘They asked me
to arrest the accused and
bring him to the station.
They even demanded that
I pay them before they can
drive down to arrest the
suspect. I also met with
the NYSC, they showed
signs of indifference. I have
protested now to GRIT and I
hope actions would be taken
to arrest and prosecute this
pedophile”.
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Our mission is to create hard-breaking national
and international news, as it unfolds. We deliver
unparalleled perspectives across multiple
categories including politics, health, entertainment,
education, classy, judiciary, parliament, foreign
affairs, business, sports and more.

Raising Qualification Bar For Presidential Aspirants
FROM COVER

Section 131 (d) of the 1999 Constitution,
as amended, puts it thus; “ A person shall
be qualified for election to the office of
President if he has been educated up
to at least school certificate level or its
equivalent”.
Indeed, the Speaker contended that the
provision of the section is a product of a
different epoch, which was a reflection of
the political reality of that time.
He was convinced that taking such a
step would help the country to reform
its electoral system and provide strong
leadership.
Gbajabiamila stressed; “As we have
reduced the age for eligibility to contest
those offices, so also, we should increase
the minimum educational requirement.
We cannot be talking about raising the
standard of education and requiring the
barest minimum for people vying for
political offices.
“It is time to take another look at
the provision. Let us lift our gaze from
considerations of small things to focus
on the pursuit and achievement of grand
ambitions that lift us all and save the future.
“Let us raise a generation in whose hearts
the light of understanding is lit and cannot
be put out”.
To cap up his speech, he also maintained
that a direct primary election method
will increase greater participation in the
leadership recruitment process.

Who
SAID
What?
IN THE NEWS

“Youth engagement is
essentially making the
youth ‘part and parcel’
of the fabric of the
stability and safety
of society towards
enhancing national
security.
– Chief of Defence
Staff, CDS, General
Lucky Irabor

The flip side of the Speaker’s argument
is often presented by others who think
that educational qualification anywhere
in the globe does not approximate
intelligence in any guise. They are quick to
mention that ‘exposure’ was what anyone
needs to meander through the difficult
terrain of leadership. They stretch their
position further by maintaining that not
all individuals with qualifications higher
than First Leaving Certificate, Secondary
School certificate have a proven record of
performance in leadership either.
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He wriggled out,
stressing that his
documents were
in the custody
of the military
authorities in
the course of his
career as military
personnel.
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We are concerned that the issue of
qualification has dogged the country’s
political elite for a while now. Not too long in
history, President Muhammadu Buhari was
equally entangled in a certificate issue when
some of his political opponents approached
the courts that he was not qualified to
run for the nation’s highest office alleging
that he did not file a school certificate in
his documents. He wriggled out, stressing
that his documents were in the custody of
the military authorities in the course of his
career as military personnel.
It is important to highlight here that
a clear qualification is necessary for
aspirants in various offices. While it is
true that academic qualification does not
equate intelligence more often than not,
the percentage of persons who just passed
through the school system without getting
the necessary grooming is lower.
Again, a higher qualification, if added to
the requirement for presidential aspirants
would enhance the dignity of that office even
as we counsel that a higher qualification,
matched with a rigorous screening process
by the parties and the independent Electoral
Commission, INEC, to bring out the latent
capacity of individuals would go a long way
in determining capacity. Besides, to ensure
that qualifications paraded by aspirants in
the event that a change in the status quo
has been adopted is not merely by name,
aspirants and indeed candidates should be
put to public scrutiny through debates and
presentations of all kinds.
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Stop Attacking NCDMB Boss
BY, ANIEFIOK OBONG, YENAGOA

Ijaw Youth Council, IYC, Worldwide
has warned blackmailers and mischief
makers hiding under the umbrella of
Civil Society Organizations, CSOs, to
steer clear of the Executive Secretary,
Nigerian Content Development and
Monitoring Board, NCDMB, Mr
Simbi Wabote.
AljazirahNigeria had earlier
reported that the Conference of
Nigeria Political Parties, CNPP, and
a coalition of CSOs have demanded
that Wabote should step aside for a

thorough investigation of corruption
against him within 21 days.
The President, IYC, Peter Igbifa,
in a statement yesterday, described
attempts by such persons to tarnish
Wabote’s image using a subjudiced
matter in the USA as laughable,
deceptive and childish.
Igbifa explained that no court in
the USA had found Wabote guilty
of any wrongdoing, saying persons
behind reports accusing him of
perjury should be arrested and tried
for causing public nuisance and civil
unrest.
Describing the executive secretary
as a frontline Niger Delta son and an
upright public servant, Igbifa said

those raising unnecessary dust had
no locus to make a defamatory suit
filed by Wabote himself a matter of
public discussion.
Igbifa said IYC had compiled the
names of persons behind attempts
to pull down Wabote, whom he
described as one of the rising Ijaw
stars and warned them to thread
cautiously or risk burning their
fingers.
He said the executive secretary had
repositioned and reformed NCDMB
making it the only agency without
political interference and using it to
champion development across states
in the country.
“Wabote has made us proud as

an Ijaw man. His professionalism
in the management of the affairs
of NCDMB is outstanding and his
achievements are extraordinary.
Therefore, IYC under my leadership
cannot allow any campaign of
calumny designed by envious losers
to embarrass him.
“NCDMB under Wabote is the
only agency in the heart of the Niger
Delta that has operated without
any political interference. Under
his leadership, youths are trained,
employed and empowered in various
fields of endeavour. We won’t allow
anybody to destroy the character of
this performer.
“Recently, some IYC leaders

from the central zone were given
leadership training by NCDMB.
Also over 100 youths are undergoing
boat operation training in Delta
State. Wabote’s NCDMB has given
numerous skills acquisition trainings
to many Niger Delta and Nigerian
youths”.
Igbifa said those angry with him
because they are yet to directly
benefit from NCDMB should retrace
their steps and consider the general
interest of the region.
Advising Wabote not to be
discouraged by the antics of
desperadoes, Igbifa called for synergy
from all stakeholders to tackle the
challenges facing the Niger Delta.

Buhari’s Visit: FRSC Issues Traffic Advisory In Kaduna
Some roads in Kaduna township
will be closed to traffic as
President Muhammadu Buhari
visits the state today.
The Sector Commander,
Federal Road Safety Corps,
FRSC, in Kaduna State, Mr Hafiz
Mohammed, announced this in a
statement yesterday.

Wabote

PHOTO
OF THE
DAY

“

Anticipating his customers will
arrive as he takes a break outside
the UTC Shopping Cente, Area
10, Abuja.
Photo: Danjuma HAT

The president is expected to
pay a two-day working visit to the
state to inaugurate some projects
in Kafanchan, Zaria and Kaduna
Township.
Mohammed identified the roads
as Alkali Road, Murtala Squar,
-Tafawa Balewa Way, Kachia
Road ABS-Command Junction,

Muhammad Buhari Way and
Yakubu Gowon way.
He said others are Kawo Flyover,
Aliyu Makama Road, Barnawa;
Kaduna-Mando-B/Gwari Road,
Sultan Road and Lokoja Road,
Rigasa.
“Motorist are advised to take
advantage of the alternative

roads provided – Nnamdi Azikiwe
Expressway, Kaduna Western Byepass and Ibrahim Yakowa Road
through NNPC Junction’’, he said.
The sector commander said
the FRSC would deploy adequate
personnel and logistics to ensure
free flow of traffic throughout the
visit.
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Ekiti Prosecutes 168 Rape Cases In
2021, Says Attorney General
Ekiti Attorney General and Commissioner for Justice,
Mr Olawale Fapounda, has said that the state prosecuted
168 rape cases in 2021.
Fapounda, who made this known while briefing news
men on Wednesday in Ado Ekiti, added that 108 of the
cases were, however, still active and on-going.
He reiterated the State government’s zero tolerance
for all forms of gender-based violence, especially sexual
violence, saying that those found culpable would be
prosecuted and publicly shamed.

Bauchi Specialists Hospital
To commence Internship For
Medical Officers
Chief Medical Director, CMD, Bauchi Specialists Hospital,
says the facility will soon commence a one-year internship
training for medical officers from medical schools across
the nation.
Suleiman told the News Agency of Nigeria yesterday
in Bauchi that the state government had commenced
building of a befitting accommodation for the interns.
According to him, work has reached 90 per cent
completion, consisting of two story buildings of 12
houses.

UNICAL VC To Banks: Be Polite In
Dealing With Students

EMMANUEL

GRACE SIMON
FASHION DESIGNER

Phone Number:
0817 549 5430
E-mail:
emmygrace116@gmail.com
Facebook: emmygrace simon
Instagram: emmygrace116
Office Address:
Jikwoyi Extension III Layout, Opp
LEA Primary School, Abuja.

Emmanuel is an entrepreneur
who specializes in male native
and English wears, rendering
home services to clients residing
in various locations within and
outside Abuja.
The multi-talented designer
took the fashion industry
by storm with his creativity
and skills. His fashion outfit
“Emmygrace” has continued
to impact his environs with
hope to expand and grow to an
international brand.
Emmanuel’s passion for
men’s clothing line is the
bedrock of his success and
achievements so far.

Vice Chancellor of the University of Calabar, Prof.
Florence Obi, has charged commercial banks handling the
undergraduates’ registration to be civil and polite in dealing
with the students.
Obi gave the charge on Wednesday in her office, when
she addressed the bank officials and other service providers
in the institution.
She said the call became imperative, following incessant
complaints by students, alleging ill-treatment from most
bank officials.

TODAY’S WEATHER
FORECAST
ABUJA
LAGOS
CALABAR
P/HARCOURT
KANO
JOS
KADUNA
ENUGU
IBADAN

33°C
35°C
33°C
34°C
25°C
24°C
29°C
33°C
34°C
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IGP Convenes 2-day
Retreat For Senior
Police Officers
BY ISMAILA JIMOH, ABUJA

In a bid to achieve a
new roadmap towards
stabilizing
internal
security, the InspectorGeneral of Police, IGP,
Usman
Alkali
Baba
will convene a two-day
conference and retreat
for senior police officers
comprising
Deputy
Inspectors-General
of
Police, DIGs, Assistant
Inspectors-General, AIGs,
and Commissioners of
Police including other
heads of police formations
in Uyo, Akwa-Ibom State.
A press statement
signed by the Force Public
Relations Officer, CP Frank
Mba said the retreat in
partnership with the
Governor of Akwa-Ibom
State, Udom Emmanuel,
is expected to hold on
February 7 and 8.
The statement reads
“The conference and
retreat, with the theme
“The New Police Vision: A
Roadmap for Stabilizing
Internal
Security
in
Nigeria”, is part of efforts
by the current police
leadership to collaborate
with critical stakeholders
to drive a policing vision
that would amongst
other benefits, avail
police strategic managers
with contemporary and
vantage opportunities to
effectively deliver on their
mandates. It will also
afford the police leadership
the opportunity to identify
and set measurable crime
fighting agenda for the
Force.
“The IGP notes that the
conference and retreat will
equally provide a unique
opportunity for strategic
managers of the force and
carefully selected public
safety experts to engage
in peer review and cross
fertilization of ideas
for improved internal
security
management
in the country. This is in
addition to providing new
traction for driving the
new NPF policy aimed
at modernization, reorientation and re-tooling
of the Force’’.
It stated that IGP Baba
is assuring the nation
of concerted efforts to
improve police service
delivery, public safety and
crime management in
2022 and beyond, saying
the retreat will help to
evolve new pathways to
tackle crimes and other law
enforcement challenges.
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We’ve Deployed Drones, Modern
Tech To Tackle Insecurity -IGP

Land Disputes:
Communities
Reject Govt’s Offer
BY ABDULLAHI LDRIS, BAUCHI

BY INIOBONG SUNDAY, UYO

Inspector-General
of
Police, IGP, Usman
Alkali Baba, yesterday,
assured
that
the
security challenges in
the country would soon
be over, saying with the
deployment of special
technology in virtually all
areas of their operations,
banditry and kidnapping
would be curbed.
According to him,
the marine unit has
been reactivated, crime
section digitalized and
drone acquired while
the Technical Intelligent
Unit has become fully
functional to cope with
new trends in crime and
criminality.
IGP Baba, who was
in Akwa Ibom State for
the commissioning of
the Special Protection
Unit base in Onna
Local
Government
Area, disclosed this
while
addressing
officers and men of
the state command at
Ikot Akpana-Abia, Uyo,

yesterday.
He said the police
must work with time and
modernity to contain the
ever dynamic crime wave,
adding that training and
retraining has been the
cardinal point of the
present administration.
According to him,
“crime and criminality
is a dynamic thing; it
is not something that
is static. It moves with
time, it moves with
modernization
and
technology. Nobody ever
told us that human beings
can be stolen, now we see
human beings being stolen
and taken away and they
are asking you to bring
money. That is new crime
which is called kidnapping.
We know of armed robbery
and now we are hearing of
armed banditry.
“So we must work
with time. One of our
cardinal principles is
to train and retrain
ourselves. So training is
the cardinal point of our
administration. We just
started training 10,000

recruits effective last
Monday and we have
been able to change the
curriculum to reflect
modernism.
“Since we came we have
achieved a lot, we have just
been given 200 vehicles
by the Police Trust Fund.
We have made our air
wings very effective, we
are proud of putting six
helicopters in the air at a
time.
“Our marine segment
has been reactivated,
our Technical Intelligent
Unit is working. We have
acquired drones, we have
digitalized our crime
section. We have involved
a lot of technology in our
works”, Baba said.
He encouraged police
officers to constantly
educate themselves by
reading and listening to
news in order to acquaint
themselves with the
latest happenings in the
society.
The IGP lamented that
before the launching
of ‘Operation Restore
Peace’ in the South-

East, the secessionists
had
demoralized
the workforce with
unprovoked attacks and
killings, adding that the
force is working tirelessly
to equip itself with tools
to aid operations.
In his remarks, the
Commissioner of Police,
Andrew
Amiengheme
lauded the IGP for his
result-oriented policies
that are in line with global
best practices.
He said though there had
been unprovoked attacks
since he assumed office
as the 30th commissioner
of police, the measures he
initiated by rejigging the
security apparatus has
starting yielding fruits.
He commended the
collaboration between
the police and the state
government in crime
fighting and prevention.
“Since we assumed
office we have rejiged the
security apparatus and it
is yielding result. Some
of our men are still in
the affected areas”, the
commissioner said

A cross-section of beneficiaries, during the unveiling of some Basic Package Nutrition Services for Women and Children
organised by Network for Health Equity and Development in collaboration with Plateau State Government at Jos North
Local Government Area in Jos on Wednesday.
PHOTO: SUNDAY ADAH/JMH/MO/NAN

Ayade Orders Recruitment Into C’River Civil Service
Cross River State Governor,
Professor
Ben
Ayade
has ordered immediate
recruitment into the civil
service to fill the vacuum
that may occur due to
workers’ retirement.
The new Head of Service,

HoS, Mr Timothy Akwaji,
disclosed this yesterday
during his maiden meeting
with permanent secretaries
in Calabar.
Akwaji said the creation of
Akwa Ibom from Cross River
in 1987 had witnessed mass

exodus of civil servants to
the new state.
This, he said, had led to
mass recruitment by the
state government to fill the
attendant vacant positions.
“Most of these workers
will be exiting the service,

having completed their
mandatory 35 years in
service and this may create
a bureaucratic vacuum,
if there is no mentoring
of those who may be left
behind to keep the service
running”, he said.

Efforts
to
settle
the
lingering
land
dispute between the
Nigerian Army and five
communities at an area
close to Shadawanka
Barracks has faced another
setback as they rejected
government’s offer to
relocate them to a new
area.
The five communities
are Kundamu, Rafin
Sanyi, Guru, Burum,
Magama and Rugan
Gambo. They accused the
military, emirate council
and the state government
of forceful eviction from
their ancestral lands since
the military barracks was
established in 1974.
According to the Ajiyan
Guru, Malam Isyaka Isah,
said “Our fore fathers were
here before Bauchi State
even came into existence
more than 150 years ago.
“According to history,
when the Yakubun Bauchi
came back from Sokoto,
he met our people farming
and asked of a particular
twin tree, the then king
of hunters took him to the
place which is now Bauchi
town”, he added.
He explained that
the five communities
unanimously rejected the
offer from government
to relocate them to a
new permanent site. We
are afraid of the likely
outcome of the assignment
because our people were
treated with armoured
tanks during the first
assignment, what we
demand is compensation
on our houses, farms
and economic trees
respectively.
In his speech, the
Director,
Department
of State Services, DSS,
Bauchi State, Adamu
Sani, said they were at the
community to brainstorm
on the lingering issues
with a view to find lasting
solutions.
Also
speaking,
representative of the
Bauchi State Governor
and Commissioner of Land
and Survey, Yakubu Barau
Ningi, said Governor Bala
Mohammed has allocated
a permanent site to the
communities.
He disclosed that the
communities affected were
divided into three parts,
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Electoral Act: NASS Bows To Buhari

Amends controversial sections Parties to determine process for primaries
Consensus candidates now part of new scheme AljazirahNigeria predicted NASS won’t veto bill

BY ABDUL LATEEF BAMGBOSE WITH AGENCY REPORT

Senate yesterday re-amended the Electoral Act,
Amendment Bill, 2021, passed by the National
Assembly on November 18, 2021.
Accordingly, the chamber in Clause 84 (2) of
the report approved direct, indirect primaries
or consensus as procedure for the nomination
of candidates by political parties for the various
elective positions.
It also approved the recommended Clause 84
(3) that “a political party that adopts the direct
primaries procedure shall ensure that all aspirants
are given equal opportunity of being voted for by
members of the part”.
Clause 84 (4) further provides that, “A
political party that adopts the system of indirect
primaries for the choice of its candidate shall
adopt the procedure outlined below: (a) In the
case of nominations to the position of Presidential
candidate, a political party shall, (i) hold special
conventions in each of the 36 states of the
federation and FCT, where delegates shall vote
for each of the aspirants at designated centers in
each State Capital on specified dates”.
The clause provides that a National Convention
shall be held for the ratification of the candidate
with the highest number of votes. The amendment
followed a motion for its re-committal to the
Committee of the Whole.
The motion was sponsored by the Leader of the
Senate, Yahaya Abdullahi, Kebbi North.
The Leader of the Senate, in his presentation,
recalled that President Muhammadu Buhari had
signified withholding his assent on the Electoral
Act No. 6 2010, Repeal and Re-enactment, Bill,
2021 which was passed by the National Assembly
and forwarded to the President on Thursday,
November 18, 2021.
Senator Abdullahi noted that the rationale for
withholding assent bordered on his observation
in Clause 84.
The president, in the letter dated December
13, 2021, and addressed to the Senate President,
Ahmad Lawan, had explained that his decision to
withhold assent to the electoral bill was informed
by advice from relevant Ministries, Departments
and Agencies of Government after a thorough
review.
According to the president, signing the bill
into law would have serious adverse legal,
financial, economic and security consequences
on the country, particularly in view of Nigeria’s
peculiarities. He added that it would also impact
negatively on the rights of citizens to participate
in government as constitutionally ensured.
Senator Abdullahi, however, explained that
the motion for re-committal of the bill to the
Committee on the Whole was against the backdrop
of the “need to address the observation by Mr.

President C-in-C and make necessary amendment
in accordance with Order 87(c) of the Senate
Standing Orders, 2022 (as amended); and relying
on order 1(b) and 52(6) of the Senate Standing
Orders, 2022 ( as amended)”.
Accordingly, the chamber rescinded its decision
on the affected Clause of the Bill as passed and
recommitted the same to the Committee of the
Whole for consideration and passage.
Meanwhile, President of the Senate, Ahmad
Lawan, has said that the Senate would accord the
Independent National Electoral Commission,
INEC, all the necessary support to deliver credible
elections in 2023.
He stated this yesterday, after the Senate reamended the Electoral Act, approving direct,
indirect primaries or consensus for political parties
in choosing their candidates.
Lawan said that “We will still be around to
ensure that INEC receives every possible support
from the National Assembly, for it to conduct the
2023 elections successfully, transparently and with
integrity.
“And Nigerians will all be proud of when it
comes to either off-season elections or the general
elections in 2023.
“But laws alone will not be enough. We could
have the best laws. If we don’t operate them
properly, they may not mean much.
“I urge practitioners, politicians and INEC,
to ensure that we obey and operate the laws as
provided in the Electoral Act”.
The Senate President also congratulated the

“

He noted that in
withholding his
assent, the President
particularly referred
to the amendment
of Section 87 of the
Electoral Act, 2010
dealing with the
mode of nomination
of candidates by
political parties.

Senate and the National Assembly “for once
again standing up to the occasion by passing the
amendment to the Electoral Bill 2010.
“This is one of the major pillars in our legislative
agenda when we start in 2019. This is one of the
Bills that Nigerians particularly are so interested
in, because it is a one sure way of enhancing our
electoral processes and producing leaders at
various levels of governance.
“What we have done today is to respond to the
observation of Mr President and we have done
that very patriotically. Today, as the Bill stands,
there is provision for all possible options for
selection of candidates from the president to the
councillorship.
“The available options we have are: the direct
primaries, indirect primaries and consensus
candidature. What this means is that political
parties are now challenged to ensure that they
choose what is appropriate, what is suitable for
them when it comes to the processes of producing
their candidates, once this becomes law,” he said.
Reps rescind decision on direct primaries
Also the House of Representatives has rescinded
its decision on direct primaries for political parties
in the Electoral Act Amendment Bill, by adopting
both direct and direct primaries in the bill.
This followed the recommitment of the Bill at
the House yesterday during plenary.
The Speaker of the House of Representatives,
Rep. Femi Gbajabiamila who presided over the
Committee of the Whole, put the question into a
voice vote, which was unanimously adopted.
The House, however, adopted only direct and
indirect primaries as the only modes of primaries
for political parties to choose their candidates.
Hon. Abubakar Fulata ,APC-Jigawa, who moved
for the adoption of the report on the floor of the
house recalled that the Electoral Act ,Amendment,
Bill was passed by the National Assembly and
transmitted to the President for assent which
was withheld.
He noted that in withholding his assent, the
President particularly referred to the amendment
of Section 87 of the Electoral Act, 2010 dealing
with the mode of nomination of candidates by
political parties.
He further noted that Section 87(2) of the
Electoral Act, 2010 provided that the procedure for
the nomination of candidates by political parties
for various elective positions shall be by direct or
indirect primaries.
The National Assembly amended Section 87(2)
of the Electoral Act, 2010 as clause 84(2) of the
Electoral Act (Amendment) Bill, 2021.
According to Fulata, the report reads that “the
procedure for nomination of candidates by political
parties for various elective positions shall be by
direct primaries.

This, he said, was in cognisant of the need to
allow political parties to choose the procedure for
nomination of candidates for elective positions.
The House, however, committed Section 84(2)
of the Bill to the Committee of the Whole for
reconsideration in accordance with Order 12, Rule
20 (1-3) of the Standing Orders of the House.
In his ruling, Gbajabiamila said that the
Committee of the Whole had considered the
request of the president to allow political parties
to choose between direct and indirect primaries.
He said in accordance with the rules of the
House, it could not change the entire body of the
Bill but could only address issues raised by the
president.
AljazirahNigeria recalls that the Electoral Act
Bill has been sent to President Muhammadu
Buhari four times and four times he refused to
assent to it. The 8th assembly led by Senator
Bukola Saraki whose Bill was rejected thrice by
Buhari owing to what some analysts see as flimsy
with the reasons that there are no perfect electoral
law anywhere in the world that was why there is
always amendments. Nigerians were disappointed
when thrice President Buhari in 2018 rejected the
Electoral Act amendment bill. Recall that there was
back and forth from the Senate and the executives
coupled with altercations, mudslinging, and
propaganda of who wants to rig the 2019 election.
Some said that the main reason rejecting the Sen
Saraki led 8th NASS Electoral Act amendment Bill
was solely to ridicule him so as not to give him
credence that during his reign the NASS amended
the bill.
Also analysts supported Buhari and many gave
him credit for having the eagle’s eyes to fish out
those gray areas that were not too good for the
nation’s election system. In the same vein, Buhari
who anointed the President of the Senate, Lawan
during his contest as the senate president, even
rejected the Bill under his watch. He still faulted a
particular section of the bill which narrowed the
options of the parties to elect their candidates
hence the bill came back to the NASS.
Initially, there was this call by CSO’s , politicians
and even NASS members to override the president
but all that was calmed when the 9th NASS led
by Lawn announced that members will proceed
on Christmas break to enable them to consult
with their constituents on the issue. Recall that
AljazirahNigeria analysed and reported that the
call for overriding Mr President has died naturally
because Sen. Lawan has shown the position of
NASS before embarking on recess. That the 9th
NASS is so much attached to the executive and
would not want any skirmishes. The fifth time
the electoral Act has been amended and Nigerians
await the assent to the bill so as to enable the
umpire INEC organise, supervise a free, fair, and
credible election going further.
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Saudi ambassador to Yemen and supervisor of the Saudi Development and Reconstruction Program for Yemen Mohammed bin Saeed Al-Jaber meets UN envoy to Yemen Hans Grundberg.

UN Envoy In Riyadh For Talks
With GCC, Saudi Officials
Head of the Gulf Cooperation
Council, GCC, Nayef Al-Hajraf has
renewed his call to the international
community to confront Houthi
terrorism that obstructs all
international efforts aimed at
resolving the Yemeni crisis.
Al-Hajraf was speaking during
a meeting with the UN Envoy to
Yemen, Hans Grundberg, during
his visit to Riyadh, the GCC said in
a statement.
His visit comes a day after the
Iran-backed Houthi militia attacked
the UAE capital, Abu Dhabi, killing

three people and wounding seven,
sparking widespread condemnation.
The secretary-general affirmed
GCC’s support for the efforts of
the UN envoy and the UN toward
reaching a political solution to
the Yemeni war, calling on the
international community to exert
more pressure on the Houthi militia
to engage seriously in the peace
process.
Al-Hajraf
also
strongly
condemned the continued cross
border attacks targeting civilians
and civilian objects in Saudi Arabia

with missiles and drones, as well
as the attack that targeted Abu
Dhabi, “which represents a flagrant
violation of international law and
a threat to regional security and
stability.
He also called for the Houthis
to be held accountable, in
accordance with international and
humanitarian law.
Grundberg also met with the
Saudi ambassador to Yemen
and supervisor of the Saudi
Development and Reconstruction
Program for Yemen, Mohammed

bin Saeed Al-Jaber, where they
discussed the Kingdom’s support for
the UN’s efforts, Saudi Press Agency
reported.
The two sides discussed joint
political efforts to solve the
Yemeni crisis, especially as the
Houthis’ continue to reject UN and
international efforts to implement
a cease-fire, their insistence on
increasing the suffering of the
Yemeni people, and the militia’s
continued attacks on civilian and
economic sites in the Kingdom and
the UAE.

IsDB Ready To Work With All Devt Partners – Al Jasser

Islamic Development Bank, IsDB,
said it is ready to work with all
multilateral development banks,
international finance institutes
and other development partners
towards achieving Sustainable
Development Goals, SDGs, for its
member countries.
This came during the IsDB
President, Dr Muhammad Al Jasser’s
participation in a panel discussion
on “A Shared Sustainable Recovery
Based on SDGs,” held on Tuesday as
a part of the “International Forum
on the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development” at the Italian Pavilion
in Dubai Expo 2020 during the

“Global Goals Week”.
The forum aims to foster a culture
of sustainability, with a focus on the
governance of the process and the
role of the private sector and of civil
society.
The panelists also included
Italy’s Minister of Infrastructure
and Sustainable Mobility Enrico
Giovannini as well as the EU
Commission’s Deputy DirectorGeneral
for
International
Cooperation and Development,
Marjeta Jager.
Dr Al Jasser said IsDB Group
actively pursues counter-cyclical
financing to its 57 member

countries when they need it most.
In his remarks, he elaborated how
IsDB Group provides a wide array
of products and services to increase
investment inflows to developing
countries and how its sovereign
lending through its different entities
supports more than 1.7 billion
people worldwide.
He then touched upon measures
that the group has rolled out
in order to mitigate the socioeconomic aftermath of the
COVID-19 pandemic in its member
countries and support their progress
towards achieving the Sustainable
Development Goals, SDGs.

“IsDB Group launched a USD
4.3 billion Strategic Preparedness
Response Programme, SPRP, in
3R’s approach; to help member
countries respond immediately
to the challenges thrown by the
COVID19 pandemic, and then
support to restore their efforts to
bring them back up on their feet
and help restart their economies’’,
Al Jasser stated.
Furthermore, “More recently, to
boost the economy and recovery of
the member countries, the bank has
approved development programmes
and projects amounting to $1.6
billion”, he added.

Korean
President Visits
Historical Turaif
District, Diriyah
Museum
Korean President, Moon Jaein and his spouse visited the
historical Turaif District.
They were received by Saudi’s
Tourism Minister, Ahmad
Al-Khatib and the CEO of
Diriyah Gate Development
Authority, Jerry Inzerillo.
During the visit, the
president,
accompanied
by
Saudi
Investment
Minister,
Khalid
AlFaleh (the accompanying
minister), watched a visual
presentation on the stages of
the history of the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia and toured
Salwa Palace and Diriyah
Museum in historical Turaif
District, which is listed
on the UNESCO’s World
Heritage List.
The historical Turaif
District is considered the
center of establishing the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia,
where its features and
architecture review the
establishment of the first
Saudi State and its capital
since its establishment by
Imam Mohammed bin Saud.
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Saudi and Korean officials exchange the MOU.

2022 Winter
Enrichment
Programme Focuses
On ‘Resilience’ In
Key Sectors

The 2022 Winter Enrichment
Programme at KAUST, WEP, will
run from January 9 to 20 under
the theme, ‘Resilience.’
Associate Professor Peiying
Hong will be the WEP Chair
and Associate Professor Derya
Baran will serve as the coChair. WEP 2022 will be a
hybrid programme consisting
of virtual and physical events
on campus.
WEP offers something for
everyone, from evening keynote
lectures, lunchtime lectures,
workshops, performances, and
other special events.
WEP 2022 will explore
tipping points, stress events
such as climate change,
pandemics, resource shortage,
rapid population growth, and
more. What makes tipping
points happen? How can
we predict when they will
occur? And how can we adapt,
recalibrate and bounce back
stronger?
WEP 2022 aims to explore
Resilience through these
overlapping topic areas: food,
water, energy, environment,
digital and health.

Aramco Signs 10 Agreements
During Investment Forum
Saudi Arabian Oil Company signed
one agreement and nine MoUs
with leading Korean entities to
advance its downstream strategy
and support the development of
low-carbon energy solutions, while
creating new financing options for
the company.
The signings took place at the
Saudi-Korean Investment Forum
in Riyadh which was also attended
by the President of the Republic
of Korea Moon Jae-in, Aramco
President and CEO, Amin Nasser,
and senior corporate executives from
both countries.
The agreements seek to unlock
new opportunities in the fields of
advanced technology, manufacturing
and finance, illustrating Aramco’s
commitment to driving development
through global partnerships,
according to a statement.
“Our partnership with Korean
companies spans decades and today
we are pleased to broaden these ties

in technology, manufacturing and
finance. In addition to focusing
on cutting-edge development
in a range of areas, they also
support our shared goal of finding
climate solutions and lowering
greenhouse gas emissions through
the development of low-carbon
hydrogen and ammonia production,
as well as carbon capture and
storage. Together, these initiatives
with Korea’s industry leaders will
further enhance our downstream
expansion and integration strategy,”
Nasser said in the statement.
Aramco signed an agreement with
Korea’s Doosan Heavy Industries
& Construction Co. and the Saudi
Arabian Industrial Investments
Company, Dussur. This partnership
aims to establish a casting and
forging facility that could supply
the Kingdom’s manufacturers with
industrial and process equipment
such as valves, pumps, compressors,
wellheads, flanges, heat exchangers,

and gas and wind turbines, with the
objective to enhance local content.
The planned joint venture has a
production target of 60,000 tons per
year, primarily from sand-casting
and open-die forging processes,
complemented by machining
capabilities. It also has potential
to supply original equipment
manufacturers in the rig, drilling,
maritime and engine fields, with the
possibility of expanding to the wider
GCC market.
The agreements also include
MoUs with Korean energy
companies KEPCO, S-Oil, POSCO,
Hyundai
Oilbank,
H2Korea
and Lotte Chemical to explore
potential collaboration in the
supply, transportation, utilization
and certification of hydrogen and
ammonia. The companies also plan
to study the feasibility of converting
exported ammonia into hydrogen –
a process known as ammonia backcracking.

Riyadh Front Kicks Off Fashion Festival
Riyadh Front has launched Fashion
Front, a three-week festival
featuring some of the world’s
leading brands along with young
Saudi fashion icons, designers,
brand owners, and fashion and
beauty enthusiasts.
The event, which began on
January 17, will showcase the latest
local and international fashion lines,

and introduce the creations of young
Saudi talents.
“Riyadh Front aims to create a
unique and innovative shopping
and entertainment experience,” Al
Mohsen Hameededeen, marketing
director of Kaden Investment,
Riyadh Front’s management
company, said.
“Having become one of the

city’s most sought out shopping
destinations, it made sense that
we launch the Fashion Front event
to create a fashion experience that
attracts fashion and shopping
enthusiasts,” he said.
The exhibition allows visitors to
move between pavilions as they
explore modern and diverse fashion
lines for all ages and occasions.

SAIP, KIPO Agree On
Strategic Partnership
In Intellectual
Property Field
Saudi Authority for Intellectual
Property, SAIP, has signed an
advanced strategic partnership with
Korean Intellectual Property Office,
KIPO, with the aim of enhancing
the important role of intellectual
property in developing the economy,
promoting innovation and technical
transformation.
The partnership was signed by
the CEO of SAIP, Dr Abdulaziz
bin Mohammed Al-Swailem, and
the Commissioner of the Korean
Intellectual Property Office, Dr
Kim Yong Rae, in the presence
of President Moon Jae-in of the
Republic of Korea, within the work
of the Saudi-Korean Investment
Forum.
The
advanced
strategic
partnership aims to develop the
bilateral partnership in the field
of intellectual property through
the implementation of bilateral
cooperation activities and programs
within 5 areas, Development
of the IP Environment, Patent
Examination, National IP Strategy,
IP Academy, IP Information.
It is worth noting that the
partnership comes as an extension
of the strategic partnership
between the two sides, as the first
memorandum of understanding was
signed in 2018.
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FG Completes
263 Ecological
Projects – Lai
Mohammed

Minister of Information
and Culture, Alhaji Lai
Mohammed, has said that
the President Muhammadu
Buhari’s administration has
completed 263 ecological
projects across the country.
Mohammed briefed State
House correspondents after
the Federal Executive Council,
FEC meeting presided over by
Vice-President Yemi Osinbajo
yesterday, at the Presidential
Villa, Abuja.
Buhari is away in Banjul,
The Gambia, for the
inauguration of President
Adama Barrow, who was reelected for a second term.
The minister said that
the administration had
intervened in 291 ecological
projects so far.
“There were two memos
presented on behalf of the
president; the first of the
memo is the approval that
council granted for the award
of contracts for the 2022
emergency
procurement
,first and second quarters,
accelerated soil erosion,
flood and pollution control
intervention projects.
“I am sure you were aware
that there is an ecological
project office which intervenes
regularly; it controls soil
erosion and flood in favour of
states.
“The Ecological Project
Office receives complaints
of serious threats to the
community and to the
land and it is instructive
to note that during this
administration, we have
intervened in at least 291
projects.
“Out of which 263
have been completed and
handed over to beneficiary
communities and institutions
while a total of 28 are at
various stages of completion’’,
he said.
He said that 14 ecological
projects were approved by the
FEC at the meeting.

Lai Mohammed
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2023: Kingmakers Don’t Become
Kings – Arewa Youths Warn Tinubu
Arewa Youth Consultative
Forum, AYCF, has cautioned
the National Leader of the All
Progressives Congress, APC,
Bola Tinubu, against vying for
the presidency in 2023.
National President of AYCF,
Yerima Shettima, said Nigeria
needs younger and vibrant
leaders.
Shettima, who described
Tinubu as a kingmaker, noted
that kingmakers don’t become
kings; hence he should jettison
the idea.
He urged the former
Lagos State governor to play

an advisory role in moving
Nigeria forward rather than
becoming the president.
According to Shettima,
“We need more younger
and vibrant elements to
champion or pilot the affairs
of the country, so it is wrong
for the likes of him (Tinubu)
that is supposed to be in the
background to start yearning
to come back to rule the
country.
“We can’t expect to
continue doing one thing
the same way and expect to
get a different result, nobody

is happy with the way this
country is, so I expect the likes
of him to play advisory roles
on how the country should
move forward.
“He has been a kingmaker,
and in most cases, a kingmaker
can’t become a king; that is the
natural aspect of it.
“However, it will be better if
he yields to advise and do the
needful, but nobody would
deprive him of contesting
because it is within his
constitutional right, but
Nigerians will decide at the
ballot.

“In 2023, we are going to
work on competency, anybody
can contest; whoever feels
they want to contest should
come up with their best 11
and we will come forward
with ours in the north, and
Nigerians will decide”.
Tinubu had last week
informed
President
Muhammadu Buhari of
his intention to run for the
presidency in 2023.
The APC national leader had
informed the president that
running for the presidency
was his lifelong aspiration.

Lawyer to Kaduna State PDP Secretary, Baba Lawal (M), briefing newsmen after the State Magistrate Court discharged and
acquitted the Kaduna State PDP Secretary for alleged ballot snatched for the last Local Government election at the Court
Premises in Kaduna on Wednesday (19/1/22). With him is the Secretary, Ibrahim Wusono (L) and his supporters
.PHOTO: IBRAHIM BASHIR/JMH/NAN

Alleged Breach Of Code: Timi Frank Urges Buhari To Sack NCDMB Boss
BY CALEB ISHAYA, ABUJA

Former Deputy National
Publicity Secretary of All
Progressives
Congress,
APC,
Comrade
Timi
Frank, yesterday, called on
President
Muhammadu
Buhari, to sack the executive
secretary, Nigerian Content
Development and Monitoring
Board ,NCDMB, Simbi Kesiye
Wabote, over alleged breach
of Code of Conduct for public
officers in the country.
Frank in a statement issued

in Abuja and made available
to AljazirahNigeria said the
call is sequel to Wabote’s
recent admittance before an
American Court of operating
foreign bank accounts with
Bank of America and HSBC
Dubai.
He said Wabote and his
attorneys had in response to
Interrogatory #11 admitted
the illegality on record while
being cross-examined by a
defense counsel in a libel
case he (Wabote) instituted
against Jackson Ude, a

journalist, in a United States
District Court, Eastern
District of Pennsylvania.
He added that the
admission by Wabote is
a direct breach of Part
1, Section 3 of the Fifth
Schedule to the 1999
Constitution (as amended)
which bars public officers
from operating foreign bank
accounts.
According to Frank,
who founded the United
Liberation
Movement
for West Papua, ULMWP,

Ambassador to East Africa
and Middle East, further
accused Wabote of spending
taxpayers’ money to pursue a
personal cause in the United
States, an act he described as
dishonorable and illegal.
He called on relevant
committees of the National
Assembly, the Economic and
Financial Crimes Commission
and the Code of Conduct
Bureau to investigate and
prosecute Wabote over the
apparent
constitutional
violation.

IGP Inaugurates SPU Base 27 In Akwa Ibom
Inspector-General of Police,
IGP, Mr Alkali Usman, on
Wednesday
inaugurated
Special Inspection Unit Base
27, at Awa-Iman in Onna
Local Government Area of
Akwa Ibom.
While inaugurating the
project, Usman said the
project was initiated and
wholly executed by Akwa
Ibom Government.
He thanked President

Muhammad Buhari for taking
care of the needs of the police
and providing exceptional
leadership which had been
galvanising state governors
and other stakeholders in
supporting the Federal
Government in taking care
of the police.
He said that the support
had helped to bridge logistics
gaps that had been impacting
on operational efficiency of

the police.
“Today’s event is significant
to the Nigeria Police and the
internal security framework
of Akwa Ibom and the entire
country, in several ways.
“It is a legacy project
which demonstrates the
commitment of Gov. Udom
Emmanuel to the security
well-being of the good people
of Akwa Ibom.
“By your Excellency’s

action, you have given a clear
and loud effect to Chapter
Two, Section 14 (2b) of the
Nigerian Constitution which
stipulates: “The security and
welfare of the people shall
be the primary purpose of
government”.
Usman
supported
immediate take-off of the
base with delivery of a brand
new, purpose-built pick-up
vehicle, among other things.

FHA Bows To
Pressure On
Demolition In
FESTAC
Managing
Director,
Federal
Housing
Authority, FHA, Sen.
Gbenga Ashafa, yesterday
said the FHA would
reconsider its stand on
the ongoing demolition
of encroachments in
FESTAC
Town
and
regularise buildings with
less infractions.
Ashafa, at a meeting
with stakeholders on
the ongoing demolition
at
FESTAC
Phase
2 in Lagos, said his
administration listened to
pleas of encroachers who
ignorantly built illegally
on government land so
as to reduce their losses.
“While we see it as an
unacceptable excuse, we
will go on to consider all
professional and safety
measures to salvage as
much as we can without
endangering lives”, he
said.
He assured that all
houses to be considered
must pass the required
integrity checks to be
carried out by FHA
professionals.
Ashafa, represented
by Mr Chinonso Omoke,
FHA Executive Director,
Project Implementation,
promised to uphold the
Federal Government’s
mandate of providing
affordable and accessible
housing for all Nigerians.
“Buildings on layouts,
canals, roads would have
to go. All the buildings
must pass integrity
tests, they would have
to be certified by FHA
standard”, Ashafa said.
Reports have it that
a slide presentation on
satellite imagery was
made to show the severity
of damages caused on the
original FESTAC Town
master plan.
The
Heads
of
Engineering, Survey and
Architecture Departments
of FHA took turns to
explain the dangers
the illegal structures
posed,
including
flooding, environmental
degradation
and
sanitation issues capable
of causing epidemics.
They however promised
to salvage as many
structures as possible
without compromising
standards, noting that
angles of some buildings
may be chopped off
while others may be
demolished.
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UN Backs
Storytelling
To Positively
Promote SDGs

United Nations, UN,
yesterday highlighted
the power of compelling
storytelling in promoting
positive social impact,
particularly
the
Sustainable Development
Goals, SDGs.
The highlight was made
during a virtual SDG
storytelling lab event
organised by the United
Nations Department of
Global Communications,
DGC, to explore the
pivotal role of the creative
industry in inspiring
action to achieve the
SDGs by 2030.
Melissa
Fleming,
United Nations UnderSecretar y-General,
said the world was in a
terrible state, however,
her department’s job was
to communicate the state
of the world in a palatable
way.
According to her,
through the use of
heartfelt
stories,
communities are able
to resonate with issues
around them
“How
do
you
communicate bad news
in a way that doesn’t
just shut people off?
We have a problem with
the numbing power of
numbers, which are
simply overwhelming.
“Psychologists
and
social scientists tell us it
is far easier to relate to a
single story as a human
story than a number and
this way, we get people to
care about what’s going
on in our world”,she said.
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Hajj: ‘NAHCON Working To
Ensure Lifting Of Ban’
As Muslims prepare
for Ummrah ,lesser
hajj, the National Hajj
Commission of Nigeria,
HAHCON, has said that it
is working to ensure that
Muslims Saudi Arabia
lifts its flight restriction
on Nigeria.
Recall
that
the
Saudi Arabian General
Authority
for
Civil
Aviation,
GACA,
had on December 8,
2021, announced the
suspension of flights from
Nigeria to Saudi Arabia.
Though no reason was
given in the circular, it
may not be unconnected
with the manifestation of
the COVID-19 Omicron

variant in Nigeria.
NAHCON
is
responsible for facilitating
Hajj and Umrah journeys
from Nigeria to Saudi
Arabia.
The Commission said it
has immediately engaged
networking strategies
with sister agencies for
the purpose of convincing
the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia to end Nigeria’s
flight suspension into its
territory.
AljazirahNigeria
source quoted that “In
accordance with the
strategy,
NAHCON
Chairman,
Alhaji
Zikrullah Kunle Hassan,
on Monday paid a follow-

up visit to the Nigerian
Minister of State for
Foreign Affairs, Amb.
Zubairu Dada in his
office”.
Besides, the meeting,
according
to
the
Commission, was to
consolidate the initiatives
already deployed by
the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs towards ending
the impasse.
NAHCON Chairman
commended the Ministry
for its consistent push
for an inroad into the
matter considering that
many Muslims have
paid for the ongoing
Umrah pilgrimage and
traditionally, the numbers

rise during Ramadan
lesser Hajj.
The
Chairman
expressed hopes that
the suspension would be
lifted in time to enable
Nigerians participate in
the 2022 Hajj if it would be
open for foreign pilgrims.
Furthermore,
Hassan
lauded the efforts of the
Presidential Task Force
on COVID-19 towards
curtailing the spread
of the virus, which has
led to the conviction of
other countries that had
hitherto banned Nigeria
and some Southern
African countries for
similar reasons to rescind
their decision.

Zamfara Bandits Kingpin, Bello Turji’s
Relocation To Kwara Untrue – Command
BY ABDUL SALAUDEEN, ILORIN

Kwara
State
Police
Command,
yesterday
reacted to reports that
fleeing bandits kingpin
Bello Turji, has resurfaced
in the state.
Spokesman of the
state police command,
Okasanmi Ajayi, said in
Ilorin that the refutal
had become necessary
due to the tension already
created in the minds of
the public by a House of

Representatives lawmaker
who claimed that the
bandits kingpin and his
gang have relocated to
an unidentified forest in
Kwara state.
He said the lawmaker
did not however, reveal
the source or veracity
of his assertion on the
relocation of the bandits
kingpin and his gang.
The
spokesman,
assured the people of
the state that “all the
boundaries, both local

and international within
the state, have been well
and massively policed by
both the police and the
military.” He disclosed
that in the same vein,
vigilante groups and local
hunters were working
tirelessly with security
agencies to ensure that
the forests are well
monitored and protected.
Okasanmi, said a 24hour police patrol of all
exit and entry points
in the state has been

directed by the state
police
commissioner,
Tuesday Assayomo.
He said additional
patrol vehicles and
other needed tools
and incentives to aid
the performance of
their duties have also
been provided. The
Commissioner, advised
the public to provide
information on strange
movements and activities
around them to the
security agencies.

CHANGE OF NAME

ABUBAKAR

I, formerly known and addressed as HAMMANJODA
BAKARI GANGBONDI, now wish to be known
and addressed as ABUBAKAR HAMMANJODA
GANGBONDI. All former documents remain valid. The
general public should please take note.

CORRECTION OF NAME

I, formerly addressed on my West African Examinations
Council (WAEC) as ISEDANI CHRISTPOWER .G. wish
to be addressed and called ISEDANI CHRISTPOWER
GODSPOWER. All former documents remain valid. The
general public should please take note.

LOSS OF DOCUMENT

Antonio

11

I, Princess Millie Uzokwe Agorua, of No12 Sarki Tafida
Street, Asokoro Extension, Abuja wishes to notify
the General Public of the Loss of Federal Government
Housing Programme Letter of Allocation document
of House 14, Phase 3 Road Gwagwalada, Abuja,
bearing the name Daboju A. M. The said documents
were either stolen or misplaced and all efforts to trace the
missing document proved abortive. Please if found, kindly
return to the nearest police station. Federal Ministry
of Housing and Environment and the general public
should please take note
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ITPN, UNWTO Harp
On Digital Tourism
Operations,
Collaboration With
Communication
Ministry
BY JOEL AJAYI

In addressing current
challenges and trends of
the tourism industry, the
United Nations World
Tourism
Organization
,UNWTO, is focusing on
innovation,
education,
digital transformation and
investments as strategies
to apply in generating new
business
opportunities
that will ensure global
competitiveness,
growth and sustainable
development
of
the
tourism sector.
This is in line with the
vision and objectives of
the Secretary General of
the UNWTO, Mr. Zurab
Pololikashvili as part
of his new priorities to
harness innovation and
digital advances that will
provide tourism with the
opportunities to improve
inclusiveness,
local
community empowerment
and efficient resource
management
within
a
wider
sustainable
development agenda.
To achieve the set
objectives, the UNWTO
is proposing hosting
of forums by sectoral
stakeholders
of
the
industry across the globe
at local, national, regional
and international levels
to create synergy through
collaborative
actions
between
governments,
academia,
corporate
organizations,
micro,
small
and
medium
enterprises
,MSMEs,
investors, business support
partners, etc., to provide
understanding of current
social trends and customer
needs.
Back here in Nigeria,
the Institute for Tourism
Professionals of Nigeria
,ITPN, is catching in on
the digital transformation
quest of the UNWTO
to drive the nation’s
tourism industry with a
collaborative partnership
with the Federal Ministry
of Communication and
Digital Economy and
its agencies aimed at,
not only to serve the
digitalization needs of the
tourism industry, but help
achieve the goals of the
Ministry in the promotion
of digitalization in every
sector of the Nigerian
economy.
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DTSG
Establishes Step
Graduands With
Starter Packs
DELTA

BY OWEN AKENZUA, ASABA

In furtherance of its
commitment to create
employment for youths, the
Delta State Government
has distributed starter
packs
to
graduands
of its Skills Training
and
Entrepreneurship
Programme, STEP, on
welding and fabrication.
The graduands were
enrollees of the 2020/2021
STEP Cycle who had
completed all phases of
the training programme
and had been certified
successful and proficient
in welding and fabrication
skill and qualified to be
established with starter
packs by the Delta State
Job and Wealth Creation
Bureau.
The
starter
packs
items include a 250 amps
arc welding machine; a
Siemens 220v, minimum
500v portable handheld
cutting/filing
machine;
an electrical handheld
drilling machine, Bosch
16mm professional; a drill
bits; a riveting tools and
rivets machine and pin; a
tool box, electrical 2 steps;
an Allen key, big star; an
Allen key, big flat; a set
of spanners, ring 6 to 32
inches; a set of spanners,
flat 6 to 32 inches; a file
set; an iron brush; an iron
head hacksaw and a 25 feet
measuring tape.
Others include a pipe
range; a medium size
scrapper; a size 10 packet
of electrodes; a size 12
packet of electrodes; a
lister generator, 150170kg. 20L, alternator
230v, 50HZ with rubber
male and female, bolts and
nuts, fabricated steel base;
a Muller Germany, big 2kg
sledge hammer; a stainless
14 inches punch; 8 inches
chisel and a powermax
table grinding machine.
While handing out
the starter packs to
the beneficiaries, the
Programme Coordinator,
STEP,
Mr
Onyeisi
Nkenchor, congratulated
the beneficiaries for the
successful completion of
the programme, saying
they had passed each step
on the way to achieve
the stage they were now
and encouraged them to
master the energy and
skills acquired during the
training.
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NTI Retrains 18,367 Unqualified
Teachers In North-East
ADAMAWA

BY HASSAN JIRGI, MAIDUGURI

National
Teachers
Institute, NTI, has
matriculated
18,367
unqualified
teachers
from Borno, Adamawa
and Yobe States for
retraining under its
emergency
teacher
retraining programme,
just as the Minister
of Education, Malam
Adamu Adamu, harped
on teachers’ professional

development.
Adamu reiterated the
ministry’s commitment
to establish a robust
teachers
professional
development
and
recruitment system and
strengthen leadership
capacity for education
in emergency, among
others.
In his address during
the
matriculation
ceremony
at
the
Government House Yola,
Adamawa State, Adamu,

who was represented by
the Director, Education
Support Services, Dr
Lydia Giginna, restated
his assurance during
the launching of Global
Partnership for Education,
GPE, that the accelerated
funding will be used to
support
state-driven
intervention that will
address the gaps in
delivering education in
emergency.
‘‘According to him, GPE
funds will be applied to

selected
interventions
that will mitigate the
challenges and response to
urgent educational needs
emerging from the crisis
in the North-East region,
the COVID-19 pandemic,
gaps identified by the
joint education needs
assessment,
strategic
priorities defined by
the three states, various
education sector plans
and state education
sector operational plans’’,
he said.

Hon Idem, representing Oruk Anam and Ukanafun House of Representatives, presenting a motion during plenary on the
floor of the house, January 18
PHOTO: HAPPINESS UDOTONG

Benue Govt Awards Contract For
Construction Of Six Roads
Benue

BY HENRY IBYA, MAKURDI

Benue State Governor,
Samuel
Ortom,
has
awarded a N4 billion
contract
to
Privent
Construction Company for
the construction of six new
roads and rehabilitation of
22 others within Makurdi,
the Benue State capital,
following the deplorable
condition of roads in the
city.
The roads are AkangeAkaayar, Lucy Aluor,
Adom Gande street, St
Joseph Technical School,

through Marine Police to
John Hot Stores road, St
Dominic High School Road,
Igbor Agbei-NKST Kuwa
Community and John
Kwaghgba Akor streets, all
in Makurdi, with 22 other
township roads to cover
all major roads that are in
deplorable conditions.
Signing on behalf of the
Benue State Government,
Governor Samuel Ortom,
represented
by
the
Permanent
Secretary,
Ministry of Works and
Transport, Mr John Umoor,
stressed
government’s
determination
to

commission all the projects
before leaving office by May
next year, emphasizing that
his administration would
not afford any delay in the
execution.
Ortom, who described
the contractor as an
experienced firm in the
construction
industry,
also known for delivering
quality jobs throughout
their engagement with the
state government, equally
charged the contractor to, in
the same vain, do the same.
He also advised the
contractor to immediately
mobilize to site to enable

him beat the deadline,
warning that government
would not entertain request
for revaluation of the
contract which is expected
to be delivered within a
period of six months.
Responding on behalf
of Privent Construction
Company, its Managing
Director, Engineer Stephen
Akange, promised not to
take the patronage of the
Benue State Government
for granted and assured that
his company in addition to
delivering a quality job,
would complete the project
within the specified period.

Court Dismisses
Suit Against
NSCDC In Kwara
KWARA
BY ABDUL SALAUDEEN, ILORIN

High Court sitting in
Ilorin has dismissed a
fundamental human rights
enforcement suit brought
before it by two embattled
pastors of Evidence
of Christ Fellowship
International
Church,
Agbooba, Ilorin, the Kwara
State capital.
AljazirahNigeria
recalls that the duo,
Pastors Olumide Peter
and Jesulayomi Adetola
had dragged the Nigeria
Security and Civil Defence
Corps, NSCDC, to the State
High Court challenging
the corps decision to file
charges against them
before Justice I. A Dasuki
of the Magistrate Court.
According
to
the
spokesman of the NSCDC
in Kwara State, Babawale
Zaid Afolabi, NSCDC,
had in January 2020
preferred charges against
the two pastors bordering
on criminal conspiracy,
unlawful
assembly,
wrongful confinement of
minors among others.
But Justice Yusuf of the
State High Court dismissed
their
fundamental
enforcement suit.
The judge, who held that
their entire suit lacked
merit, was time wasting
and an exercise in futility,
asked them to go and face
their trial at the magistrate
court.
The judge also awarded
N30,000 to be paid
to the NSCDC by the
complainants for time
wasting.
Counsel to the NSCDC,
Barrister Kehinde Ajide,
confirmed the judgement,
adding that the corps
would now continue with
their charges against the
pastors.
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2,000 Teachers
Get Training On
Digital Teaching

ONDO
Canada
Based
Social
Enterprise Organization,
1 Million Teachers, 1MT,
in conjunction with the
Ondo State Government
has started the training of
2,000 primary and secondary
school teachers on digital
teaching.
Inaugurating the training
yesterday in Akure, the
Commissioner for Education,
Science and Technology,
Mr Olufemi Agagu, said
the training would enable
participants to align with
global best teaching practices.
Agagu said the challenges
posed
by
COVID-19
had taught all learning
institutions to engage and
further search for viable
mechanisms that would
strengthen their educational
system against any imminent
glitches in the future.
The commissioner recalled
that the state was able to
embark on broadcast teaching
as a viable alternative to
classroom learning during
the peak of COVID-19.
”The state government
has considered it most
appropriate during this era of
distinctive rise of e-learning
to partner with 1MT on
continuous
professional
development training.
”This will be for teachers
in primary and secondary
schools with emphasis on
online and classroom based
training with mentorship.
”Teachers must be well
trained in the areas of
tools, collaboration and
communication
since
online learning provides
unprecedented opportunities
for learners in areas of
mentorship,
evaluation,
monitoring, assignment and
records management.
”The state government
will not relent in providing
unfailing and workable
platforms that will promote
e-learning in the state”,
Agagu said. NAN

BENUE
BY HENRY IBYA, MAKURDI

Benue State Governor,
Samuel
Ortom,
said
President Muhammadu
Buhari’s refusal to brand
Fulani herders as terrorists
as advocated by some
Nigerians
including
himself has led to the death
of innocent Nigerians,
particularly Benue farmers.
He disclosed that over 1.5
million people are presently
living
in
Internally
Displaced Peoples, IDP,
camps, exposing the state
to a humanitarian crisis.
Ortom, who spoke
yesterday during the public
presentation of Benue
Response Humanitarian
Plan 2022, held at the
Government
House
Makurdi, said he never
envisaged that his people
would be killed when he
assumed duty as governor

in 2015.
The governor lamented
that it was disheartening
and highly irreconcilable
for a group of people
who believe that western
education is not good to
be making use of western
equipment such as guns,
computers,
telephones
and even practicing Islam,
which is also part of western
civilization, to perpetrate
criminal activities and
displace people with the
intention of taking over
their ancestral homes.
According
to
him,
terrorism has brought
a lot of hardship to
Nigerians apart from
killings, destruction of
property which has become
part of daily living and
displacement of over 1.5
million people that form
the productive capacity of
the economy of an agrarian
state like Benue.

He lamented that the
terrorists in the cause of
their nefarious activities
sometimes compel children
between the ages of 13-15,
considered as half adults, to
raise up their hands as a way
of accepting their teaching
and those who resist would
be shot to death.
The
governor
while
acknowledging
contributions from NGOs,
civil society organizations,
donor
agencies
and
philanthropists
for
standing with the state
during its challenging
moments, urged them to
help government push
the content of Benue
Humanitarian Crises Plan
2022 across the world to
attract assistance on the
resettlement of IDPs who
have become tired of living
in camps after more than
five years.
In a remark, chairperson
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of the steering committee,
Professor Magdalene Dura,
recalled that between
2011-2021, 21 out of
the 23 local government
areas were affected by
activities of herders who
have attacked and killed, as
well as displaced over 1.5
million people and some
are still living in IDP camps
in addition to flooding,
communal crises and other
natural disasters.
She pointed out that
some of the IDPs were living
with relations across the
state with children between
the ages of five and above
out-of-school.
She expressed worry that
the influx of Cameroonian
refugees has strained the
meagre resources of the
state and acknowledged
the federal government’s
support and those of other
partners though grossly
inadequate.

From left: Head, Town Planning, South-West Zone, Federal Housing Authority (FHA), Mrs Francisca Michael-James; Head,
Architecture Department, FHA, Mr Peter Okpanachi; Executive Director, Project Implementation, Mr Chinonso Omoke;
General Manager, Public Private Partnership and Zonal Coordinator, Mrs Hajara Kadiri; Zonal Manager, South-West, Mr
Akintola Olagbemiro and Head of Legal Department, South-West Zone, Mr Alaba Omoniyi, during a Town Hall Meeting
for FESTAC stakeholders in Lagos on Wednesday.
PHOTO: JOAN IYEDE/JMH/NAN

Hard Times Await Criminals In Kano – CP
KANO

Kano
State
Police
Commissioner, Samaila
Shua’ibu Dikko, has
ordered criminal elements
to desist from perpetrating
criminal activities to avoid
the wrath of the law.
Samaila, in a statement
issued to journalists,
urged criminals to repent
to evade the long arm of

justice.
He averred that officers
and men of the command
have been deployed to
embark on surveillance
and raiding of suspected
dark spots located in all
parts of the state.
The statement was
made
available
to
journalists by the Police
Public Relations Officer,
DSP Abdullahi Haruna
Kiyawa.

“The Commissioner of
Police, Sama’ila Shu’aibu
Dikko, has warned that
criminals will have no
hiding place in Kano State.
They are adviced to either
repent or leave the state
completely. Otherwise
they will be arrested and
face the full wrath of the
law. We thank the good
people of Kano for their
prayers, encouragement,
continuous support and
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Herders Causing Humanitarian
Crisis In Benue - Ortom

BY IBRAHIM ISMAIL, KANO

Agagu

Thursday, January 20, 2022

cooperation.
“We urge residents to
pray for the state, the
nation, report crime to the
nearest police station and
not to take laws into their
hands. Rigorous patrol
and raids of criminal
hideouts and black spots
will continue throughout
the state, as the command
will sustain the ongoing
“Operation Puff Adder”,
he said.

Court Urges
Political Solution
On Kanu’s Matter,
Orders N1bn
Compensation
ABIA
Abia High Court sitting
in Umuahia has advised
the federal government to
explore a political solution
on the matter involving the
leader of the proscribed
Indigenous People of
Biafra, IPOB, Mr Nnamdi
Kanu.
Delivering judgment on a
suit filed against the federal
government by Kanu, the
court presided over by the
State Chief Judge, Benson
Anya, urged government
to desist from the use of
brute force, torture and
intimidation.
Anya
said
those
approaches were no
longer tenable in conflict
resolution across the globe.
The court ordered
the federal government
to apologize to Kanu
over the violation of his
fundamental human rights.
It ordered it to pay N1
billion as compensation
to him over the “brazen”
invasion of his family
house at Isiama Afara in
Umuahia.
It
described
the
September 10, 2017
invasion by the military as
arbitrary, unprofessional
and a violation of Kanu’s
fundamental human rights.
The News Agency of
Nigeria (NAN) reports
that Kanu had through his
counsel, Mr Aloy Ejimakor,
instituted a suit, accusing
the federal government of
violating his human rights.
The suit had the AttorneyGeneral of the Federation,
AGF, Abubakar Malami, the
Department of State Services
and Federal Government of
Nigeria as respondents.
Also joined in the suit
were the Chief of Army Staff,
Inspector-General of Police
and three others.
The suit contained eight
reliefs including an order
of the court to declare his
extradition from Kenya to
Nigeria and his continued
detention as illegal and
unconstitutional.
Kanu also sought an
order of the court to
declare his prosecution
in suit no FHC/ABJ/
CR/383/2015 as unlawful
and unconstitutional.
He urged the court to
compel the respondents
to pay him N5 billion as
monetary compensation for
damages.
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Malian ministerial delegation in Mauritania

Malian Ministers Meet Mauritanian President In Nouakchott
Malian ministerial delegation
led by the Minister of Foreign
Affairs, Abdoulaye Diop, met with
Mauritanian President, Mohamed El
Ghazouani in Nouakchott as part of
Mali’s democratic transition plan and
the embargo imposed on the country
by ECOWAS members.
“This message is situated first of
all in the context of Mali, notably
the challenges and progress linked
to the transition process for which
we should bring the conclusions to
the attention of the President of
the Islamic Republic of Mauritania”,
Abdoulaye Diop, Malian Minister of
Foreign Affairs, said.
Mali has been soliciting support
from regional countries to help in
its transition despite the ongoing
sanctions by the ECOWAS.
“We will continue to work hand
in hand in dialogue to ensure that
the transition process in Mali can be
completed in a consensual framework
and in a framework of dialogue.
We also hope that the regional
and African communities, as well
as the international community,
will take the necessary steps to
better understand and appreciate
the situation in our country,” said
Abdoulaye Diop, Malian Minister of
Foreign Affairs.
Leaders from the Economic
Community of West Africa States,
ECOWAS, agreed to sanction Mali
last week, imposing a trade embargo
and shutting borders, in a decision
later backed by the United States, the
European Union and former colonial
power France.
As well as closing borders and
imposing a trade embargo, ECOWAS
leaders also halted financial aid to
Mali and froze the country’s assets

at the Central Bank of West African
States.
The sanctions threaten to damage
an already vulnerable economy in
landlocked Mali, one of the world’s

poorest countries.
A brutal jihadist insurgency
has raged in Mali since 2012, with
swathes of the vast country’s territory
lying outside of government control.

Mali is already beginning to feel
the effects of the sanctions. Several
airlines, including Air France, have
suspended flights to Bamako.
The country is also at risk of cash

shortages.
Kako Nubukpo, a commissioner
at the West African Economic and
Monetary Union, said that it is “cut
off from the rest of the world”.

Guinea’s Ex-President, Conde Leaves Country For Medical Treatment
Guinea’s former president, Alpha
Conde left the West African state
on Monday, two officials said, after
being deposed in a military coup last
year.
Local news website, Guineenews
reported that the ex-president had
boarded a plane to the United Arab
Emirates.
Although his destination could
not be independently confirmed,
there has been no government
declaration about Conde leaving the
country.
However, a high-ranking official at

the foreign ministry, who requested
anonymity, told AFP Conde had left
Guinea.
And an official on duty at the
airport in the capital Conakry, who
requested anonymity too, also said
he had left on a private plane.
The release of the 83-year-old
Conde was one of the demands made
by the West Africa bloc ECOWAS
after last year’s coup, along with
the holding of elections within six
months.
Conde, who governed Guinea for
about a decade, sparked mass protests

in 2020 after pushing through a
constitutional change that allowed
him to seek a third presidential term.
He then won a violently disputed
election in October that year, which
the political opposition denounced
as a sham, while dozens of protesters
were killed in nationwide unrest.
On September 5, 2021, young
army officers under Colonel Mamady
Doumbouya deposed the president in
a putsch.
Conde
was
then
held
incommunicado for 12 weeks before
the junta allowed him to stay with his

wife in the suburbs of Conakry.
On December 31 he was granted
authorisation to travel abroad for a
month to seek medical care.
However, his departure comes
after Guinean legal authorities this
month opened a probe into alleged
crimes committed under his rule.
A former opposition activist who
spent decades in exile, Conde became
Guinea’s first democratically elected
president in 2010, and was re-elected
in 2015, sparking hopes of a new
political dawn in the former French
colony.

Hindu Extremists Escalate Rhetoric With Calls To Kill Muslims

India’s Supreme Court said it will
investigate after complaints that
Hindu nationalist leaders called on
followers to take up arms against the
country’s Muslim minority.
The notice of investigation was
issued last week to the northern
state of Uttarakhand, where a Hindu
nationalist conference in the city of
Haridwar was attended by hundreds
of right-wing activists.
“We must prepare to either kill or
be killed,” one of the speakers, Swami
Prabodhananda Giri, said at the
three-day conference, which was held
December 17-19.
Anti-Muslim sentiment has been
rising in Hindu-majority India under
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, a

Hindu nationalist. But recent calls
to violence are shocking in their
extremity, experts say, going beyond
hate speech to advocate ethnic
cleansing.
A petition filed to the court said the
speeches in Haridwar and at a similar
event in the Delhi territory, which
includes the nation’s capital, “amount
to an open call for murder of an entire
community.”
The speeches “pose a grave threat
not just to the unity and integrity of
our country but also endanger the lives
of millions of Muslim citizens,” it said,
adding that organisers had announced
further events.
No arrests have been made in either
Haridwar or Delhi, and the Modi

government has not commented. The
official silence, critics say, could be
interpreted by Hindu nationalists as
a tacit endorsement.
“To give speeches against us and
to say you want to drive out an entire
population based on their religion, I
don’t understand how they can ignore
this,” said Maulana Mahmood Madani,
president of Jamiat Ulema-e-Hind,
which describes itself as India’s largest
Muslim organisation.
Since Modi consolidated power
with his re-election in 2014, Muslims
in India, who make up about 14
percent of the population, have faced
increased violence, discrimination
and government persecution. Attacks
from Hindu nationalists have ranged

from property destruction and the
disruption of religious services to
deadly lynch mobs.
People with ties to Modi’s Bharatiya
Janata Party were at both events. The
Delhi event was organised December
19 by Hindu Yuva Vahini, a rightwing youth group founded by Yogi
Adityanath, a BJP member and close
Modi ally who is the chief minister of
the state of Uttar Pradesh. In Haridwar,
attendees included Ashwini Upadhyay,
a former Delhi BJP spokesperson and
current party member.
In a video shared on Twitter,
Upadhyay said he was at the event for
half an hour on the last day and spoke
for 10 minutes. Adityanath could not
be reached for comment.
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Officials of Confederation of African Football (CAF), during the inspection of Moshood Abiola National Stadium in Abuja, yesterday.
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CAF/FIFA Inspection: 10yrs After, Hope
Rises For Moshood Abiola Stadium
BY JOEL AJAYI

At least there is hope for a tree: If it is cut
down, it will sprout again and its new shoots
will not fail, this is exactly the current state
of the newly renovated magnificent football
complex at the Moshood Abiola National
Stadium in Nigeria’s capital city, Abuja,
as the pitch is ready to host international
games after 10 years of being moribund.
The 66,000 capacity stadium, formerly
known as the National Stadium, Abuja,
was renamed Moshood Abiola Stadium by
President Muhammadu Buhari after the
presumed winner of the June 12, 1993
presidential election, during his democracy
day speech in 2019.
The stadium, which was built at a
whopping $360 million to host the African
Games in 2003, had deteriorated while the
environment looked unkempt and rough
with grasses growing all over the walkways
and parking lot.
At a point, the stadium was taken over
by weed, snakes, scorpions, and all forms
of dangerous animals, even entering the
various offices and boardrooms in the
stadium.
Indeed, the national edifice turned into
an embarrassment for the most populous
black nation on the face of the earth.
All the sports ministers had no answer to
the problem, thus making facilities within
the complex useless for years.
However, a facelift came the way of
the abandoned pitch when President
Buhari appointed the young, eloquent,
vibrant and one of the most hard-working
ministers ever, Chief Sunday Dare. The
reward of choosing him as sports minister

is unprecedented, as he has been adjudged
the best minister in charge of sports so far.
When he assumed duty, Dare made
infrastructure top of the agenda and he
immediately unveiled ‘Short Term Plan for
Sports Development.’
He said his plans for the next two years
will center on infrastructure, athletes
welfare, grassroots and revenue generation.
According to him, “Our short-term Sports
Development Plan for the next two years
is gradually unfolding. It is focused on
infrastructure, athletes welfare, grassroots
sports, and sports as a viable business.
“Abuja Stadium is on its way back,
the National Stadium Lagos is set for
concession, Ahmadu Bello Stadium will
soon undergo renovation. Talks are
ongoing concerning the renovation of
Obafemi Awolowo Stadium, formerly

“

The team inspected
among others,
the dressing
rooms, room for
Video Assistant
Refereeing, VAR,
media center and
the pitch.

Liberty Stadium with government and a few
private individuals”. This was the words of
assurance from the minister.
Shortly after that, he embarked on his
novel Adopt-A-Pitch Policy which got
business moguls, Alhaji Aliko Dangote and
Sir Kessington Adebutu aka Baba Ijebu to
agree to carry out renovation works at the
main bowl pitches of MKO Abiola Stadium
and Surulere National Stadium, Lagos,
respectively.
Dangote had earmarked $1 million
for the renovation of some parts of the
60,000-capacity stadium in August 2021.
Today, the once deteriorated pitch is now
in shape and ready to host international
matches again as the stadium now wears
a new look, following its renovation by the
ministry.
The stadium has undergone a robust
rehabilitation with re-grassing of the main
pitch, replacement of the scoreboard with
vandalized cables restored which ensures
that the facility is well lit at night to enhance
security. All that were made possible due
to the intervention and collaboration with
Dangote Group.
Few weeks ago, Dangote Group of
Companies handed over to the federal
government, the rehabilitated football
pitch of Moshood Abiola National Stadium,
Abuja, which has now been fitted with new
computerized scoreboards.
The stadium was renovated under the
Adopt-a-Pitch Initiative aimed at using
private collaboration to enhance the
development of sportsmen in the country.
Meanwhile, all is set for the pitch to host
international matches after 10 years of lying
fallow.

In fact, the Super Eagles last played at
the Abuja Stadium in 2012 and have played
thereafter in Uyo, Benin, Port Harcourt, and
Lagos, a situation that many stakeholders
kicked against.
Meanwhile, yesterday, delegations
from Africa’s football governing body,
Confederation of African Football, CAF,
and world football governing body, FIFA
inspected the Moshood Abiola Stadium.
The team inspected among others, the
dressing rooms, room for Video Assistant
Refereeing, VAR, media center and the
pitch.
It would be recalled that the ministry of
sports had on December 21, 2021 written
to the Nigeria Football Federation, NFF, to
commence moves to have CAF and FIFA
inspectors approve the use of the newly
refurbished stadium for big matches.
Also, the ministry plans to work with
NFF to facilitate the installation of VAR
technology in the facility.
While two new digital scoreboards
were handed over to the ministry by Aron
Nigeria Limited, this means the edifice is
100 percent ready to host international
matches.
Similarly, the FIFA President, Gianni
Infantino, and CAF President, Patrice
Motsepe had visited the Abuja Stadium in
October, with the pair expressing delight at
the facility which gives hope that it will be
approved for international matches.
Though CAF/FIFA inspectors have
not made their results known but
AljazirahNigeria Sports scooped that the
Super Eagles of Nigeria will play their yetto-be-known opponents for the Playoffs of
the African World Cup come March 2022.
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For me, football is more than a sport,
just look at the impact it has on
society. – Kylian Mbappe

Mourinho
Running Out Of Time At AS Roma?
When Jose Mourinho was named Roma manager side Bodo/Glimt in the Europa Conference League, ECL,

Water FC Trial Will Raise Hero’s
Soon - Okechukwu
BY JOEL AJAYI

Japanese Club Sapporo FC striker, Gabriel
Okechukwu, thumbed the initiative of
football trial for less privileged players
courtesy of Water FC Football of Abuja.
Gabriel who was the product of the club
was on the ground at the FIFA Goal Project
Package B, Moshood Abiola National
Stadium, Abuja during the three days trial
where over 50 have been selected and will
be linked up to European clubs in France,
Denmark Sweden Spain, among others.
Speaking to Journalists, in Abuja the
former NPFL side Akwa United and Wydad
Casablanca of Morocco player said the trial
will raise heroes soon.
“I feel glad to come back to Water FC, it’s
like my home because I started my football
here and I am privileged to be back here to
witness this trail because this is our own
little way of helping the less privilege and
we know with this football talents, we can
go places, with this I think it’s another
platform to get the next heroes like
Babatunde Michael, Gabriel Okechukwu
from Water FC”.
When asked if he has confidence in
the project capable of churning out more
talent in future ahead? He replied: ``Yes,
it’s always been like this from the onset,
because I started to like this, I came to a
trial and a lot of players were selected and
with the cluster of players, I see here, I
think we are likely to get player that will
represent us and make us proud”.
It would be recalled that the Water FC
trial was held from 12 – 14 January 2022
with over 5,000 players that turned up to
the trial.
Speaking also, during the concluding
part of the trial, the Chief Executive
Officer, CEO of Water FC, Mr Makanjuola
Nureni expressed satisfaction in the ability
of players he had picked and thanked
stakeholders for their support

Okechukwu

MATCH
DAY 7
RESULTS
Katsina Utd 0-0 Lobi
Sunshine Stars 2-0 Gombe Utd
Tornadoes 2-0 3SC
MFM 1-3 Rivers Utd
Dakkada 0-1 Wikki
Plateau Utd 3-2 Nasarawa Utd
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Mourinho

last May, it was considered a major coup for the
Italian club and the city gripped by a fervour and
belief that he was the man to take them to the next
level.
His appointment came almost exactly 20 years
after Roma’s last Serie A triumph and, while there
have been two Coppa Italia successes since, it was
2008 when fans last had any silverware to celebrate
- and there was a sense things were about to change.
But things have not gone smoothly.
The 6-1 humiliation at the hands of Norwegian

three months ago was the low point and their domestic
form has also been patchy.
Roma is seventh in Serie A - the same position they
finished last season and one that led to predecessor Paulo
Fonseca’s departure - and on 9 January were 3-1 up at
home to Juventus, only to concede three late goals and
lose 4-3.
Mourinho said afterwards his players had suffered a
psychological collapse, the kind of criticism familiar to
those who have followed the Portuguese in his recent
spells in charge of Manchester United and Tottenham.
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A lengthy Video Assistant Referee check
later confirmed that the Watford FC
defender was onside before he scored.
The victory ensures that coach Augustine
Eguavoen has preserved his record as the
only Nigeria coach to win all three group
matches in the tournament.
He did it in 2006 and repeated same in
the 2021 edition.
Nigeria will remain in Garoua for their
Round of 16 clash next week.
In the other group D match, Egypt
defeated Sudan 1-0 to confirm their passage
into the last 16.

Basketball Stakeholders Endorse Igoche As NBBF President

BY JOEL AJAYI

Basketball Stakeholders at the ongoing Mark
D Ball Championships have overwhelmingly
endorsed the candidacy of Igoche Mark for the
Presidency of the upcoming Nigeria Basketball
Federation ,NBBF, election.
Igoche Mark is the initiator of Mark D Ball
Basketball Championship, and until recently was
Proprietor of Premier League franchise, Mark
Mentors Basketball Club, of Abuja.
The young Sportpreneur has been at the
forefront of those championing a progressive
change in the administration of Basketball
in Nigeria, especially in the last four years of
infighting, and underperformance of the now
dissolved, Musa Kida led Board.
With his Movement; the New Face of
Basketball, Mark has advocated and committed
resources towards the resuscitation of the
domestic component of the game, while ensuring
that the welfare of the athletes at both local and
international levels is scaled up to meet globally
acceptable standards.
A former NBBF Board Member, Ejike Ugboaja
who served under Musa Kida, is one of those
throwing their weight of support in favour of
Igoche Mark, a graduate of Political Science from
the University of Abuja, because of his evident

leadership qualities, and passion for youth
empowerment.
“I am in support of him 100%”, Ugboaja’ who
served as players’ representative in the last NBBF
Board, stated.
Speaking in the same vein, the Proprietor of
Hotcoal Sizzlers of Abuja, Ubon Udoh, described
the qualities of Igoche Mark as exceptional.
Udoh noted that aside from initiating the
Mark D Ball Basketball Championships for men
and women, Mark has given so much to the
game, and his quest to take the game to every
part of the country, and have basketball played
all around the year is monumental.
Another Stakeholder, and Chairman of the
Kaduna State Basketball Association, Pastor
Skambo Morrison pointed out that with the feat
achieved by Igoche Mark, the Basketball family
in Nigeria need not look elsewhere for a leader.
A former Basketball player, Umar Abdullahi
recanted the track records of other aspirants
and concluded that Igoche Mark has all it takes
to lead the Nigeria Basketball Federation, going
forward.
Meanwhile, the Federal Ministry of Youth and
Sports Development has fixed January 31, 2022,
for the delayed election into the Board of the
Nigeria Basketball Federation.

NPFL: Rivers United, Wikki Record A
BY JOEL AJAYI

Six matches went down on the first day of the
matchday 7 of the Nigeria Professional Football
League and two away was recorded.
In Lagos, Rivers United continued their impressive
performance in the league as they recorded an
emphatic 1-3 win against host MFM FC.
Wikki Tourists recovered from the home defeat
they suffered last weekend by picking up an away win
against Dakkada FC.
Abubakar Aliyu netted the only goal of the game in

the 65
Sho
NPFL
at the
Usu
the 30
with a
Win
were h
Maku
The

الجزير نيج

ts news

الجزير نيجير
ة

17

You become a family when you’re on a football
team. It’s the ultimate team sport, so you have
no choice but to feel like family, and that never
leaves you. – Nnamdi Asomugha
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Costa Rica 2022: Falconets Arrive Douala For Clash Against Lionesses
Nigeria’s U20 Girls, Falconets will fly into the city of
Douala on Thursday ahead of a FIFA U20 Women’s
World Cup, fourth round, first leg encounter against
their Cameroonian counterparts, scheduled for
Saturday, January 22 at the Stade Japoma.
This fixture, being the penultimate round of
the qualification series, is guaranteed to produce
fireworks in both legs, with the eternal rivalry
between Nigeria and Cameroon being the strongest
undertone in the narrative.
Two-time World Cup silver medallists Nigeria
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joined the qualifying race at the second round, but
have already logged a 15-goal haul, including a 4-0
trouncing of hosts Republic of Congo in Brazzaville
in the third round that persuaded the Congolese to
jettison the plan to fly to Lagos for the return leg.
Coach Chris Danjuma has again stuck to his
regulars in a 23-woman squad that will travel by
Asky Airline and arrive in Cameroon’s commercial
capital on Thursday evening.
The return leg will take place at the Mobolaji
Johnson Arena, Lagos on Saturday, February 5.

Robinho Loses Final Appeal Against Rape Conviction
Brazilian footballer Robinho has lost his
final appeal against a conviction for taking
part in the gang rape of a woman in Milan
in 2013.
On Wednesday, the Supreme Court in
Rome upheld a previous ruling sentencing
the 37-year-old to nine years in jail.
In 2017, Robinho and five other Brazilians
were found guilty of assaulting a 22-year-old
Albanian woman in a nightclub.

The sentence was previously upheld in
December 2020 following an appeal.
Robinho is unlikely to serve his sentence as
he is in Brazil and the Brazilian constitution
bans the extradition of its citizens, although
Italy can request that he serves his sentence
in the South American country.
Robinho, capped 100 times by Brazil,
started his career at Santos before moving
to Real Madrid in 2005, where he won two

La Liga titles in four seasons.
In 2008, he joined Manchester City for
£32.5m, then a British record fee, but he was
loaned back to Santos in January 2010 after
struggling to make an impact in England.
He won Serie A during his subsequent
spell at AC Milan, but returned to Santos
for another loan spell in August 2014 before
joining Chinese side Guangzhou Evergrande
in July 2015.

AFCON Group Stage Fixtures & Time
Thursday, January 20
Group E:
Sierra Leone vs Equatorial Guinea - 5pm
Ivory Coast vs Algeria - 5pm
Group F:
Gambia vs Tunisia - 8pm
Mali vs Mauritania - 8pm

AFCON RESULTS

GROUP STAGE MATCHDAY 3 OF 3
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 19
GROUP D:
EGYPT 1 - 0 SUDAN
GUINEA-BISSAU 0 - 2 NIGERIA

Sports Quiz
Test yourself with ALJAZIRAH
easy sports quiz questions
Who is the highest goal scorer at the
ongoing AFCON?
First country sent packing from
AFCON is?

d, Wikki Record Away Win, Tornadoes Beats Shooting Stars

e first day of the
ofessional Football
ed.
ued their impressive
they recorded an
FM FC.
m the home defeat
king up an away win
goal of the game in

the 65th as Wikki secured maximum points.
Shooting Stars continued their poor start in the
NPFL as they suffered a 2-0 defeat to Niger Tornadoes
at the Moshood Abiola Stadium in Abuja.
Usule Martins opened the scoring for Tornadoes in
the 30th minute before Munir Idris sealed the game
with a second goal in the 59th minute.
Winless streak of Katsina United continued as they
were held to a goalless draw at home by Lobi Stars of
Makurdi.
The game between Plateau United and Nasarwa

United produced 5 goals with the host scoring 3 while
the visitors scored two goals.
Sunday Anthony netted the first goal for Plateau
United in the 5th minute but Uche Ihurulam equalised
in the 38th minute.
Akile Jesse restored the Plateau lead 52nd minute
before Mohammed Zulkifilu made 3-1 8 minutes later.
Tochukwu Michael made respectable results for the
Solid Miners as reduced the deficit to 3-2.
The rest of the games in matchday 7 have been fixed
for Thursday and Friday.
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Buhari

Canjin Mantra Na Gwamnatin Buhari
Ya Misalta Jin daxin ‘yan Fansho
Shekaru da dama kafin gwamnatin
Shugaban Qasa Muhammadu
Buhari, ‘yan fansho sun fuskanci
wahala da rashin kulawa; yayin da
tsarin kula da fansho ya mayar da
su marayu, marasa galihu bayan
da akasarinsu sun kwashe sama
da shekaru 30 suna yi wa qasa
hidima. Kafin zuwan gwamnatin
Buhari, zama xan fansho tsinuwa
ne kuma abin tsoro ne. Tun kafin
biyan su fansho na wata-wata, sun
yi qoqari don tabbatar da su a cikin
mummunan yanayin xan’Adam ga
mutane a shekarunsu. Kuxaxen
fensho ba sa zuwa akai-akai kuma
a wasu lokuta ana karkatar da su
daidai.
Mista Sunny Osuagwu, Tsohon
Babban Sakatare na Ofishin Kafa
Ma’aikata da Fansho na Ofishin
Shugaban Ma’aikata na Tarayya,
ya bayyana cewa kafin yanzu
wahalhalun da ‘yan fansho ke
fuskanta ya fi qarfin tunaninsu
da na jiki don xaukar su ya wuce
kuxi, lafiya da iyakoki na jiki. “A
da, tabbatar da fensho ba wani
abu ba ne da za a rubuta a gida
game da yadda ’yan fansho ke
fuskantar wahala mai tsanani.
Tsarin tabbatarwa na iya wuce
mako guda.
Kaxan ko babu wani tanadi da
ake nufi don jin daxinsu duk da
shekarunsu da yanayin lafiyarsu,
”in ji Osuagwu, wanda shi ne

Babban Mashawarcin Fasaha ga
Hukumar Kula da Tsare-Tsare na
Fansho, PTAD, Babban Sakatare,
ya ce.
Echoing, xaya daga cikin ’yan
fansho, Pa Mike Onyeze, wanda
ya yi ritaya zuwa qauyensu da ke
Abagana a Anambra, ya lura cewa
kafin yanzu, zai iya tuna yadda ya
kamata ya je ya ci bashin kuxin
sufuri, ciyarwa da kuma masaukin
otal tare da biyu daga cikin abokan
aikinsa masu karvar fansho na
kimanin mako guda ko fiye don
tantancewa a Enugu.
Onyeze ya ce: “Sa’an nan, idan
ka isa cibiyoyin tantancewa, za a
umarce ka da ka tsaya kan layi na
tsawon sa’o’i a qarqashin tsananin
zafin rana, wanda hakan ya sa
wasu daga cikinmu suka durqushe
saboda raunin jiki da lafiya.
Babu wata alama ta ta’aziyya ko
daraja ga tsofaffi, kamar yadda
wani matashi a cikin qungiyar
tantancewa zai kasance koyaushe
yana yi wa abokin mahaifinsa
tsawa – ‘Kada ku qetare wannan
layin kuma ku daina cusa ni da
tambayoyi’.
Yana da kusan mummunan
tunani a kan abin da muka sha a
baya. Sannan yawancin mu ba za
su tava yin addu’a ko kwaxaitar da
‘ya’yanmu su yi koyi da mu na yi
wa qasa hidima ba”.
Sai dai mataimakin shugaban

qungiyar ’yan fansho ta qasa
(NUP), Mista Damian Udeani,
ya ce masu karvar fansho na farin
ciki da Shugaba Buhari kan yadda
a halin yanzu PTAD ke gudanar
da aikin tantance ‘yan fansho tare
da sanya jin daxin ‘yan fansho mafi
muhimmanci a wannan atisayen.
Udeani, wanda shi ne mai kula
da harkokin NUP a yankin Kudu
maso Gabas, ya ci gaba da cewa,
ana gudanar da tantancewar na
wasu shekaru a qarqashin yanayi
na annashuwa, abokantaka da
kuma na’urar sanyaya iska da nufin
samar da ta’aziyya ga wadanda
suka yi ritaya.
Udeani ya ce: “A yau, PTAD ta
daidaita tantancewa don tabbatar
da cewa waxanda suka yi ritaya
sun san kwanakin tantance su
kafin lokaci, ranar da za su yi
tantancewar su a lokacin motsa jiki
na mako guda. A kullum hukumar
ta kan kai takardar tantance fensho
zuwa asibitoci da gidajen wadanda
suka yi ritaya da ba su da lafiya
da kuma waxanda suka tsufa/
masu rauni don tafiya cibiyoyin
tantancewa don kawar da damuwa
ga waxannan manyan ‘yan qasa”.
Pa Chidi Okam, wanda ya yi
ritaya, ya yabawa Gwamnatin
Tarayya da PTAD kan yadda suka
sake mayar da jami’an fensho su
kasance masu ladabi, ya qara da
cewa: “Ma’aikatan PTAD sun

bambanta, sadaukarwa kuma sun
taimaka sosai. Suna xaukar lokaci
don bayyana mana al’amura a
hankali kuma cikin ladabi.”
Okam ya lura cewa ’yan fansho
a yanzu suna yin tantancewar su
a xakunan da ke tare da tsarin
zama mai kyau, ana ba su aqalla
karin kumallo da abincin rana a
takamaiman ranar tantancewar su;
yayin da ake ba da ruwan kwalba a
kowane lokaci na buqata. “Har ila
yau, akwai motar xaukar marasa
lafiya da kuma tawagar kiwon
lafiya a kowace cibiyar tabbatarwa
fiye da shekaru shida da ke gudana
kamar yadda zan iya tunawa.
Tare da duk wannan ta’aziyya,
batun xan fansho na durqushewa
ba a cika yin shaida ba.” Ko ma
dai yaya, tare da amincewar da
Shugaba Buhari na kwanan nan ya
yi na amfani da fasahar tantancewa
ta hanyar fasaha ga yan fansho
kwanaki masu kyau suna nan gaba
yayin da za a qara mayar da tsarin
fensho ba tare da la’akari da ‘yan
fansho ba. Qaddamar da matuqin
jirgi na aikace-aikacen tabbatarwa
na “Ina Raye” yana nuna babban
bugun jini da sabon zamanin
gudanarwa na fensho wanda ke
nufin cire duk sanannun masu
ritayar damuwa da suka samu a
baya.
Ubani ya ce: “A bayyane yake
cewa shugabanmu mai qaunarmu

yana ci gaba da tunanin yadda
za mu inganta rayuwarmu kuma
hakan zai ci gaba da samun nasara
ta hanyar aikace-aikacen ‘Ina
Raye’ da za a iya sarrafa ta cikin
kwanciyar hankali na gidajenmu.
Yin aiki da aikace-aikacen yana da
sauqi tare da ‘yan matakai da kuka
bi kuma an ba ku tabbaci”.
Hakazalika, Mista Edwin
Ofoegbu, Shugaban qungiyar ’yan
fansho ta Nijeriya (NUP), reshen
Jihar Enugu, ya ce gwamnatin
Buhari ta PTAD ta sauya tsarin
tafiyar da harkokin fansho ta yadda
za mu iya ficewa daga baya-bayan
nan. Ofoegbu ya ce aikace-aikacen
“I Am Raye” wani shiri ne na kawo
sauyi wanda kwanakin tafiya daga
wuri mai nisa ya qare.
Ofoegbu ya ce: “An daina
durqusar da ’yan fansho a kan
layi, haka kuma ’yan fansho suna
maqale, suna zama marasa galihu
da maroka a cikin gari domin
tantance su. Aqalla a rayuwata
na ga CANJI Shugaba Buhari
ya yi alkawarin yadda ake yi wa
manyan yan qasar nan adalci,
cikin girmamawa da qauna.” Da
yake jawabi, Mista Emma Adu,
Sakataren Hukumar NITEL/
MTEL, na kasa, ya gode wa
Gwamnatin Tarayya da PTAD
saboda fito da aikace-aikacen “mai
sauqi da rashin damuwa” wanda
tsofaffi za su iya danganta da shi.
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Cigaba Da Shari’a:
Nnamdi Kanu Ya
Zavi A Gurfanar Da
shi Gaban Kotu Cikin
Riga Qwaya XayaGwamnati Ga Kotu

Gwamnatin Tarayya, a ranar
Laraba, ta shaidawa wata
Babbar Kotun Tarayya dake
Abuja cewa shugaban masu
fafutukar kafa qasar Biafra,
IPOB, Nnamdi Kanu, ya zavi
ya gurfana gaban kotun ne cikin
rigar da ya saka a ranar da ta
gabata. Lauyan babban mai
shigar da qara na qasa (AGF),
Shuaibu Labaran, ya shaida wa
mai shari’a Binta Nyako jim
kaxan bayan fara zaman. “An
dage shari’ar zuwa yau domin
gurfanar da shi a gaban kuliya.
“Amma kafin lokacin, ina son
yardarku da jagoranku saboda
kun ba da umarnin kada wanda
ake tuhuma ya bayyana a cikin
wannan tufafin. “Amma wanda
ake qara (Kanu) ya zavi sanya
tufafi iri xaya ne saboda mai
zane,” in ji shi.
Labaran ya kuma shaida wa
kotun cewa hukumar ta DSS ta
bi umarnin kotu ta hanyar sayo
wa shugaban qungiyar IPOB
katifa da matashin kai don jin
daxin tsare shi.

Daraktan PGF Ya Tabbatar Da Murabus
Xinsa, Ya ce Haka Ne Mafi Alheri Ga APC
Darakta Janar na Qungiyar Ci gaban
Gwamnoni, PGF, Dakta Salihu
Lukman ya tabbatar da murabus
xinsa daga muqamin, yana mai cewa
hakan ne mafi alheri ga jam’iyyar
APC. Lukman, wanda ake ta raxeraxin cewa ya miqa takardar murabus
xinsa a ranar Litinin, ya tabbatar da
hakan a wata sanarwa da ya fitar a
Abuja ranar Laraba.
Ya ce ya yi murabus ne domin ya
ci gaba da yaqin neman dawo da
jam’iyyar APC bisa manufar kafa
ta, inda ya ce ficewar tasa ba za ta
yi tasiri a yaqin neman zave ba.
“Shawarar da na yi na yin murabus
daga muqamina shi ne don a ba ni
damar ci gaba da fafutukar ganin an
dawo da jam’iyyar APC bisa burinta
na kafa jam’iyyar, wato gina jam’iyyar
da ba ta dimokuraxiyya kaxai ba, a’a,
ta tsaya kan tsarin dimokuraxiyya na
zamantakewa.
“Tun da labarin ya fito a ranar
Litinin, 17 ga watan Janairu,
game da murabus na a matsayin
Darakta-Janar na PGF, da yawa daga
shugabannin jam’iyyar, abokai, ‘yan

uwa da masu fatan alheri sun isa gare
ni da kalaman goyon baya da qarfafa
gwiwa.
“Mutane da yawa, musamman
‘yan jarida sun so a tabbatar da
hakan. Zan iya tabbatar da cewa
gaskiya ne; Na miqa murabus na ga
shugaban dandalin, Gwamna Atiku
Bagudu. “Na kame kaina daga yin
wata sanarwa a bainar jama’a game
da lamarin saboda har yanzu ina
jiran karvuwa,” in ji shi. Lukman ya
ce a voye ya tabbatar wa shugabannin
jam’iyyar da abokan arziki da ‘yan
uwa da suka kira shi don jin ta
bakinsa.
Ya yi nuni da cewa tun lokacin da
zaven 2019 ke qara tavarvarewa,
takarar cikin gida a jam’iyyar APC
ta fara rugujewa yayin da wasu
daga cikin shugabanninta suka
nuna rashin haquri. Ya ce duk wani
kamfen na ganin shugabannin
jam’iyyar su fara aiwatar da gyaran
cikin gida an hana su. Wannan a
cewarsa, ya kasance musamman
ganin yadda wasu jiga-jigan
jam’iyyar a yunqurinsu na fitowa

takarar muqamai suka zama masu
gaba a yayin da yaqin neman zaven
jam’iyyar ya koma kusan yanayin
yaqi a lokuta da dama.
“Qungiyoyin jam’iyyar sun dakatar
da taro kamar yadda kundin tsarin
mulki ya tanada, ra’ayin shugabannin
jam’iyyar ya zama yanke shawara
na jam’iyyar. “Alhamdu lillahi,
muna da shugaba Shugaban Qasa
Muhammadu Buhari wanda
bai yarda da abin da ke faruwa a
jam’iyyar ba kuma ya goyi bayan
yaqin neman gyara. “Ba tare da yin
cikakken bayani ba, qwarin gwiwar
kafa kwamitin riqo da tsare-tsare na
musamman, CECPC, ya fito ne daga
Buhari bisa tsammanin tabbatar da
cewa an xinke varakar da ke cikin
jam’iyyar. “Wannan ana sa ran zai
samar da sabon shugabanci, wanda
ya kamata ya fito a babban taron
jam’iyyar na qasa,” in ji Lukman.
Ya qara da cewa da zarar jam’iyyar
CECPC ta fara nuna alamun kin
shirya taron, ya kamata ya zama abin
damuwa ga duk ‘yan jam’iyyar da ke
da muradin kawo gyara.

Jihar Filato Ta
Bayyana Mutum 1
Da Ya Kamu Da
Cutar Zazzavin
Lassa
Kwamishinan lafiya na Jihar
Filato, Dakta Nimkong Lar, ya
ce jihar ta samu mutum xaya da
aka tabbatar da zazzavin cutar
zazzabin Lassa a jihar. Lar ya
faxa a ranar Laraba a Jos cewa an
kai wasu mutane takwas da ake
zargi zuwa xakin gwaje-gwaje
don tantancewa, amma xaya an
nuna ingancinsa. Kwamishinan ya
lura cewa majiyyaci yana karvar
magani.
Ya kuma shawarci jama’a da su
gaggauta kai rahoto ga cibiyoyin
lafiya mafi kusa idan sun kamu da
zazzavin cizon sauro, lura da cewa
zazzavin Lassa na nuna alamun
irin na zazzavin cizon sauro. Ya
ce yin gaggawar xaukar mataki
“yana da muhimmanci wajen rage
yawan mace-macen da ke tattare
da cutar”.
Ya bayyana damuwarsa cewa
a lokuta da dama, marasa lafiya
na zuwa asibiti a makare duk da
yaqin da ake yi da cutar. Lar ya
kuma yi kira ga ma’aikatan kiwon
lafiya da su miqa kai ga sauran
cibiyoyin kiwon lafiya kamar
manyan cibiyoyin kiwon lafiya, a
lokacin da ba za su iya magance
irin waxannan matsalolin da aka
gabatar domin samun kulawar
gaggawa ba. Kwamishinan ya
shawarci jama’a su koyi tsaftar
muhallinsu.

PDP supporters jubilating after the State Magistrate Court discharged and acquitted the Kaduna State PDP
Secretary for alleged ballot snatched for the last Local Government election at the Court Premises in Kaduna,
yesterday.
HOTO: IBRAHIM BASHIR/JMH/NAN

Shugabancin Nijeriya Ba Na Buhari Kaxai
Ba Ne – Xan Takarar APC
Wani xan takarar jam’iyyar APC,
mai neman tsayawa takarar kujerar
majalisar wakilai a mazavar OgojaYala ta tarayya, Mista Onoh Olafor
ya ce shugabanci a Nijeriya ba wai
shugaban qasa ne kaxai ba. Da
yake zantawa da manema labarai
a ranar Laraba a Calabar game
da muradinsa na tsayawa takara
a zaven fidda gwani, Olafor ya ce
idan dukkan ‘yan Nijeriya suka
bayar da gudunmawar kason su,
al’ummar qasar za ta samu ci
gaban da take fata.
Kujerar yankin Ogoja, Yala ta
zama babu kowa a lokacin da xan
majalisar da ke wakiltar yankin,
Mista Jarigbe Agom, ya tsaya
takara kuma ya lashe zaven fidda

gwani na Sanatan Kuros Riba ta
Arewa da aka gudanar a shekarar
2020.
Ya ce yana neman wannan
muqamin ne domin ya ba
mazavarsa mulki domin idan
jama’a suna da sauqin ababen
more rayuwa, za a rage aikata
laifuka. “Ci gaba shi ne abin
da nake da niyya in kawo wa
jama’ata, zan tabbatar da cewa an
samu karvuwa da gangan wanda
ba a taba yin irinsa ba a mazavata.
“Majalissar ta bayyana a bainar
jama’a kuma hukumar zave mai
zaman kanta, INEC, ta fitar da
jadawalin. “Jam’iyyar mu ma
ta fito da nata jadawalin yadda
za mu fara siyan fom daga ranar

18 ga watan Janairu kuma zuwa
ranar 24 ga Janairu, mu miqa fom
xin. “Don haka zan nufi Abuja
domin in karvi fom xina saboda
ina da wata qa’ida wacce ba za a
iya tsayawa takara ba, a matsayina
na tsohon dan majalisar jiha kuma
kwamishina sau biyu.
“A matsayina na xan siyasa,
mai bayar da agaji kuma mai ba da
shawara ga siyasar talakawa wanda
ya yi wa wannan jiha hidima kuma
ya kasance mai biyayya ga jam’iyya
da Gwamna Ben Ayade, ina da
qarfin gwiwa. “Bugu da qari, na yi
sa’a sosai domin na fito daga wata
unguwa a Qaramar Hukumar Yala
da ake kira Ukele wanda bata tava
samar da xan majalisar tarayya ba.
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Kanu A Kotu
Ya Qalubalanci
Zarginsa Laifukan
Ta’addanci
Shugaban masu fafutukar kafa
qasar Biafra, IPOB, Nnamdi
Kanu, a ranar Laraba, ya
qalubalanci tuhumar ta’addanci
da gwamnatin tarayya ta
shigar a kansa. Kanu, ta bakin
lauyansa, Cif Mike Ozekhome,
SAN, ya shaida wa alqalin
kotun, Mai shari’a Binta Nyako
cewa tuhume-tuhume 15 da
aka yi wa wanda ya ke karewa
bai dace ba kuma kotu ta yi
watsi da shi. Babban Lauyan
ya buqaci kotun da kada ta
vata lokacinta na shari’a kan
lamarin, saboda tuhumetuhumen da ake yi na ruwa ne.
Tun da farko, babban lauyan
gwamnatin tarayya (AGF),
Shuaibu Labaran, ya shaida wa
kotun cewa an shirya gurfanar
da Kanu a gaban kuliya, kuma
ya roqi kotun da ta bai wa
wanda ake qara damar ya amsa
roqonsa.
Bayan karanta tuhumetuhume 15 da suka shafi
ta’addanci
ga
shugaban
qungiyar ta IPOB kuma ya qi
amsa laifinsa, Labaran ya ce
masu gabatar da qara a shirye
suke domin gurfanar da su
gaban kuliya domin shaidu
biyu sun rigaya a gaban kotu.
Sai dai Ozekhome ya ki
amincewa da buqatar a fara
shari’ar. Ya kuma ce an fara
shari’ar, inda ya buqaci kotun
ta soke tuhumar da aka shigar
bayan ta yi nazarin tuhumetuhumen. Ya ce gaba xayan
qididdigar ba su dace ba kuma
ba za su iya jurewa gwajin
lokaci ba. Lauyan wanda ya ce
shari’ar ta riga ta mutu, ya ce
sai a gabatar da qarar kafin a
fara shari’ar domin kada a vata
lokacin shari’a a kotun. Mai
shari’a Nyako ta sanya ranar
16 ga watan Fabrairu domin
sauraron qarar farko.
NAN ta ruwaito cewa an
kama Kanu ne a ranar 14 ga
Oktoba, 2015 akan tuhumetuhume 11 da suka haxa da
ta’addanci, cin amanar qasa,
jagorantar al’umma ba bisa
qa’ida ba, buga labaran vatanci,
mallakar makamai ba bisa
qa’ida ba da shigo da kaya ba
bisa qa’ida ba, da dai sauransu.
Alqalin wata babbar kotun
tarayya da ke Abuja, ya soke
belin Kanu da aka ba shi kan
rashin lafiya tare da bayar da
sammacin kama shi a wannan
rana, bisa rashin halartar kotu
domin sauraren qarar.
Bayan da ya tsallake beli, an
zarge shi da aikata zagon qasa
da suka haxa da tada tarzoma
ta hanyar talabijin, rediyo da
watsa shirye-shiryen intanet a
kan Nijeriya da da cibiyoyi.
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اﻟﻤﺪﯾﺮ اﻟﻌﺎم ﺑﻲ ﺟﻲ أف ﯾﺆﻛﺪ اﻻﺳﺘﻘﺎﻟﺔ  ،وﯾﻘﻮل إﻧﮭﺎ ﻓﻲ ﻣﺼﻠﺤﺔ ﺷﺮﻛﺔ APC
ﻟﺴﻨﻮات ﻋﺪﯾﺪة ﻗﺒﻞ إدارة اﻟﺮﺋﯿﺲ
ﺗﺘﺠﺎوز ﻗﺪرﺗﮭﻢ اﻟﻌﻘﻠﯿﺔ واﻟﺒﺪﻧﯿﺔ ﻋﻠﻰ
ﻣﺤﻤﺪ ﺑﺨﺎري  ،واﺟﮫ اﻟﻤﺘﻘﺎﻋﺪون
ﺗﺤﻤﻠﮭﺎ ﺣﯿﺚ ﺗﺠﺎوزت طﺎﻗﺎﺗﮭﻢ اﻟﻤﺎﻟﯿﺔ
ﻣﺸﻘﺔ وإھﻤﺎل ﻻ ﯾﻮﺻﻒ ؛ ﺑﯿﻨﻤﺎ
واﻟﺼﺤﯿﺔ واﻹﺟﺮاﺋﯿﺔ.
أﯾﺘﺎﻣﺎ
اﻟﺤﺪود اﻟﻤﺎدﯾﺔ" .ﻓﻲ اﻟﺴﺎﺑﻖ  ،ﻟﻢ ﯾﻜﻦ
ﺟﻌﻠﮭﻢ ﻧﻈﺎم إدارة اﻟﻤﻌﺎﺷﺎت ً
وﻣﻌﻮزﯾﻦ ﺑﻌﺪ أن ﻗﺪم ﻣﻌﻈﻤﮭﻢ أﻛﺜﺮ اﻟﺘﺤﻘﻖ ﻣﻦ اﻟﻤﻌﺎش اﻟﺘﻘﺎﻋﺪي ً
ﺷﯿﺌﺎ
ﻋﺎﻣﺎ ﻣﻦ اﻟﺨﺪﻣﺔ اﻟﺠﺪﯾﺮة
ﯾﻜﺘﺒﮫ اﻟﻮطﻦ ﻷن اﻟﻤﺘﻘﺎﻋﺪﯾﻦ
ﻣﻦ ً ٣٠
ﺑﺎﻷﻣﺔ.
ﯾﺘﻌﺮﺿﻮن ﻟﻤﺸﻘﺔ ﺧﻄﯿﺮة .ﻗﺪ ﺗﻤﺘﺪ
ﻣﺠﻠﺲ إدارة ﺑﻮھﺎري  ،ﻛﻮﻧﻚ ﻣﺘﻘﺎﻋﺪًا ﻋﻤﻠﯿﺔ اﻟﺘﺤﻘﻖ إﻟﻰ ﻣﺎ ﯾﺰﯾﺪ ﻋﻦ أﺳﺒﻮع.
وﻛﺎﺑﻮﺳﺎ  ،ﺣﺘﻰ ﻗﺒﻞ دﻓﻊ
ﻛﺎن ﻟﻌﻨﺔ
ً
ُﯾﻘﺼﺪ ﺑﺎﻟﻘﻠﯿﻞ أو ﻋﺪم وﺟﻮد
ﻣﻌﺎﺷﮭﻢ اﻟﺸﮭﺮي  ،ﻛﺎﻓﺤﻮا ﻣﻦ أﺟﻞ
ﻣﺨﺼﺼﺎت ﻟﺮاﺣﺘﮭﻢ ﺑﻐﺾ اﻟﻨﻈﺮ ﻋﻦ
اﻟﺘﺤﻘﻖ ﻣﻦ ﺻﺤﺘﮭﻢ ﻓﻲ ظﻞ ظﺮوف ﺳﻨﮭﻢ وظﺮوﻓﮭﻢ اﻟﺼﺤﯿﺔ" ،
إﻧﺴﺎﻧﯿﺔ ﺷﺮﯾﺮة ﺟﺪًا ﻟﻸﺷﺨﺎص ﻓﻲ
أوﺳﻮاﻏﻮو ﻗﺎل اﻷﻣﯿﻦ اﻟﺘﻨﻔﯿﺬي
ﺳﻨﮭﻢ.
PTAD ،وھﻮ ﻛﺒﯿﺮ اﻟﻤﺴﺘﺸﺎرﯾﻦ
ﺻﻨﻲ أوﺳﻮاﻏﻮ  ،اﻟﺴﻜﺮﺗﯿﺮ اﻟﺪاﺋﻢ
اﻟﻔﻨﯿﯿﻦ ﻟﻤﺪﯾﺮﯾﺔ اﻟﺘﺮﺗﯿﺒﺎت اﻻﻧﺘﻘﺎﻟﯿﺔ
اﻟﺴﺎﺑﻖ  ،ﻣﻜﺘﺐ اﻟﺘﺄﺳﯿﺲ واﻟﻤﻌﺎﺷﺎت ﻟﻠﻤﻌﺎﺷﺎت اﻟﺘﻘﺎﻋﺪﯾﺔ.
اﻟﺘﻘﺎﻋﺪﯾﺔ  ،ﻣﻜﺘﺐ رﺋﯿﺲ داﺋﺮة اﻻﺗﺤﺎد إن أﺣﺪ اﻟﻤﺘﻘﺎﻋﺪﯾﻦ  ،ﺑﺎ ﻣﺎﯾﻚ أوﻧﯿﺰي ،
 ،ﻗﺎل إن اﻟﻤﻌﺎﻧﺎة اﻟﺘﻲ ﯾﻤﺮ ﺑﮭﺎ
اﻟﺬي ﺗﻘﺎﻋﺪ إﻟﻰ ﻗﺮﯾﺘﮫ ﻓﻲ أﺑﺎﺟﺎﻧﺎ ﻓﻲ
اﻟﻤﺘﻘﺎﻋﺪون اﻟﻤﺘﻘﺎﻋﺪون ﻗﺒﻞ اﻵن ﻛﺎﻧﺖ أﻧﺎﻣﺒﺮا  ،أﺷﺎر إﻟﻰ أﻧﮫ ﻗﺒﻞ اﻵن  ،ﻛﺎن

ﯾﺘﺬﻛﺮ ﻛﯿﻒ ﯾﺠﺐ أن ﯾﺬھﺐ وﯾﻘﺘﺮض ﻣﻌﻈﻤﻨﺎ أﺑﺪًا أو ﯾﺸﺠﻊ أطﻔﺎﻟﻨﺎ ﻋﻠﻰ
اﻟﺘﺤﻘﻖ ﻟﻠﻘﻀﺎء ﻋﻠﻰ اﻹﺟﮭﺎد اﻟﺬي
اﻟﻤﺎل ﻣﻦ أﺟﻞ اﻟﻨﻘﻞ واﻟﺘﻐﺬﯾﺔ واﻹﻗﺎﻣﺔ اﺗﺒﺎع ﺧﻄﻮاﺗﻨﺎ ﻓﻲ ﺧﺪﻣﺔ اﻷﻣﺔ.
ﺗﺘﻌﺮض ﻟﮫ ھﺬه اﻟﻔﺌﺔ ﻣﻦ ﻛﺒﺎر اﻟﺴﻦ.
ﻓﻲ ﻓﻨﺪق ﻣﺸﺘﺮك ﻣﻊ اﺛﻨﯿﻦ ﻣﻦ زﻣﻼﺋﮫ وﻣﻊ ذﻟﻚ  ،ﻧﺎﺋﺐ رﺋﯿﺲ اﻻﺗﺤﺎد
ﻣﺘﻘﺎﻋﺪ  ،أﺷﺎد ﺑﺎﻟﺤﻜﻮﻣﺔ اﻟﻔﯿﺪراﻟﯿﺔ و
ﺗﻘﺮﯾﺒﺎ أو أﻛﺜﺮ اﻟﻨﯿﺠﯿﺮي ﻟﻠﻤﺘﻘﺎﻋﺪﯾﻦ ) ، )NUPاﻟﺴﯿﺪ PTADﻹﻋﺎدة ﺗﻮﺟﯿﮫ ﻣﺴﺆوﻟﻲ
ﻓﻲ اﻟﻤﻌﺎش ﻟﻤﺪة أﺳﺒﻮع ً
داﻣﯿﺎن أودﯾﺌﻨﻲ  ،أن اﻟﻤﺘﻘﺎﻋﺪﯾﻦ ﺳﻌﺪاء اﻟﺘﻘﺎﻋﺪ ﻟﯿﻜﻮﻧﻮا ﻣﮭﺬﺑﯿﻦ  ،ﻣﻀﯿﻔﺎً:
ﻟﻠﺘﺤﻘﻖ ﻓﻲ إﻧﻮﻏﻮن.
ﻗﺎل أوﻧﯿﺰي" :ﺑﻌﺪ ذﻟﻚ  ،ﻋﻨﺪ وﺻﻮﻟﻚ ﺑﺎﻟﺮﺋﯿﺲ ﺑﺨﺎري ﺣﻮل ﻛﯿﻔﯿﺔ ﺗﻨﺴﯿﻖ
“ﻋﻤﺎل PTADﻣﺨﺘﻠﻔﻮن وﻣﺨﻠﺼﻮن
اﻟﻤﺘﻘﺎﻋﺪﯾﻦ
ﺣﺎﻟﯿﺎ ﻟﻠﺘﺤﻘﻖ ﻣﻦ
وﻛﺎﻧﻮا ﻣﺘﻌﺎوﻧﯿﻦ ﻟﻠﻐﺎﯾﺔ .إﻧﮭﻢ ﯾﺄﺧﺬون
ً PTAD
ﺳﯿﻄﻠﺐ ﻣﻨﻚ
إﻟﻰ ﻣﺮاﻛﺰ اﻟﺘﺤﻘﻖ ُ ،
ً
أوﻟﻮﯾﺔ
اﻟﻤﺘﻘﺎﻋﺪﯾﻦ
رﻋﺎﯾﺔ
وﺟﻌﻞ
وﻗﺘﺎ ﻟﺸﺮح اﻟﻘﻀﺎﯾﺎ ﻟﻨﺎ ﺑﻠﻄﻒ وﺑﻄﺮﯾﻘﺔ
اﻟﻮﻗﻮف ﻓﻲ طﺎﺑﻮر ﻟﺴﺎﻋﺎت ﺗﺤﺖ
أﺷﻌﺔ اﻟﺸﻤﺲ اﻟﺤﺎرﻗﺔ  ،ﻣﻤﺎ ﯾﺆدي إﻟﻰ ﻗﺼﻮى ﻓﻲ اﻟﺘﻤﺮﯾﻦ.
ﻣﺤﺘﺮﻣﺔ.
ﻗﺎل أودﯾﺌﻨﻲ" :اﻟﯿﻮم  ،ﻗﺎﻣﺖ
وأﺷﺎر ﻋﻮﻛﻢ إﻟﻰ أن اﻟﻤﺘﻘﺎﻋﺪﯾﻦ اﻵن
رﻛﻮد ﺑﻌﻀﻨﺎ ﺑﺴﺒﺐ ﺿﻌﻒ اﻟﺤﺎﻟﺔ
PTADﺑﺴﻼﺳﺔ اﻟﺘﺤﻘﻖ ﻟﻀﻤﺎن أن
ﯾﻘﻮﻣﻮن ﺑﺎﻟﺘﺤﻘﻖ ﻣﻦ ﺻﺤﺘﮭﻢ ﻓﻲ
اﻟﺠﺴﺪﯾﺔ واﻟﺼﺤﯿﺔ.
أﺛﺮ اﻟﺮاﺣﺔ أو اﻻﺣﺘﺮام ﻟﻜﺒﺎر اﻟﺴﻦ  ،ﯾﻌﺮف اﻟﻤﺘﻘﺎﻋﺪون أﯾﺎم اﻟﺘﺤﻘﻖ
ﻗﺎﻋﺎت ﻣﻜﯿﻔﺔ ﻣﻊ ﺗﺮﺗﯿﺐ ﺟﻠﻮس ﺟﯿﺪ ،
ﺣﯿﺚ ﺳﯿﻈﻞ اﻟﺸﺎب ﻓﻲ ﻓﺮﯾﻖ اﻟﺘﺤﻘﻖ اﻟﺨﺎﺻﺔ ﺑﮭﻢ ﻓﻲ وﻗﺖ ﻣﺒﻜﺮ  ،وﻓﻲ أي وﯾﺘﻢ ﺗﻘﺪﯾﻢ وﺟﺒﺔ إﻓﻄﺎر وﻏﺪاء ﻋﻠﻰ
ﺳﻄﺤﯿﺎ ﺳﯿﻘﻮﻣﻮن ﺑﺎﻟﺘﺤﻘﻖ.
ﯾﻮم
اﻷﻗﻞ ﻓﻲ ﯾﻮم اﻟﺘﺤﻘﻖ اﻟﺨﺎص ﺑﮭﻢ ؛
ً
داﺋﻤﺎ ﻋﻠﻰ رﻓﯿﻖ واﻟﺪه " -ﻻ
ﯾﺼﺮخ ً
ﺧﻼل ﺗﻤﺮﯾﻨﮭﻢ ﻟﻤﺪة أﺳﺒﻮع .ﺗﻨﻘﻞ
ﺑﯿﻨﻤﺎ ﯾﺘﻢ ﺗﻘﺪﯾﻢ اﻟﻤﯿﺎه اﻟﻤﻌﺒﺄة ﻓﻲ أي
ﺗﺘﺠﺎوز ھﺬا اﻟﺨﻂ وﺗﻮﻗﻒ ﻋﻦ
داﺋﻤﺎ اﻟﺘﺤﻘﻖ ﻣﻦ اﻟﻤﻌﺎش
أﯾﻀﺎ ﻓﺮﯾﻖ
وﻗﺖ ﻣﻦ اﻷوﻗﺎت" .ھﻨﺎك ً
ﻣﻀﺎﯾﻘﺘﻲ ﺑﺎﻷﺳﺌﻠﺔ"  -ﻟﻘﺪ ﻛﺎﻧﺖ ذﻛﺮى اﻟﻮﻛﺎﻟﺔ ً
اﻟﺘﻘﺎﻋﺪي إﻟﻰ اﻟﻤﺴﺘﺸﻔﯿﺎت وﻣﻨﺎزل
إﺳﻌﺎف اﺣﺘﯿﺎطﻲ وﻓﺮﯾﻖ ﺻﺤﻲ ﻓﻲ
ﺗﻘﺮﯾﺒﺎ ﻟﻠﺘﻔﻜﯿﺮ ﺣﻮل ﻣﺎ ﻣﺮرﻧﺎ ﺑﮫ
ﺳﯿﺌﺔ ً
اﻟﻤﺘﻘﺎﻋﺪﯾﻦ اﻟﻤﺮﺿﻰ وﻣﻦ ھﻢ ﻓﻲ ﺳﻦ ﻛﻞ ﻣﺮﻛﺰ ﺗﺤﻘﻖ ﻷﻛﺜﺮ ﻣﻦ ﺳﺖ
ﻓﻲ اﻟﻤﺎﺿﻲ  ،وﺑﻌﺪ ذﻟﻚ  ،ﻟﻦ ﯾﺼﻠﻲ
 /ﺿﻌﯿﻒ ﺟﺪًا ﻟﻠﺴﻔﺮ إﻟﻰ ﻣﺮاﻛﺰ
ﺳﻨﻮات ﻣﺘﻮاﺻﻠﺔ ﻛﻤﺎ أﺗﺬﻛﺮ.

وﺿﻌﺖ اﻟﻤﺤﻜﻤﺔ اﻟﺘﺎﺟﺮ ﻗﯿﺪ اﻻﺣﺘﺠﺎز ﺑﺘﮭﻤﺔ اﻟﺸﺮوع ﻓﻲ اﻟﻘﺘﻞ
أﻣﺮت ﻣﺤﻜﻤﺔ اﻟﺼﻠﺢ ﻓﻲ ﻛﺎدوﻧﺎ ﻓﻲ
ﻛﺎدوﻧﺎ ﯾﻮم اﻷرﺑﻌﺎء ﺑﺎﺣﺘﺠﺎز اﻟﺘﺎﺟﺮ
ﻋﺎﻣﺎ
ﻣﺤﻤﺪ أداﻣﻮ اﻟﺒﺎﻟﻎ ﻣﻦ اﻟﻌﻤﺮ ً ٢٤
ﻓﻲ ﻣﺮﻛﺰ إﺻﻼﺣﻲ  ،ﻓﻲ اﻧﺘﻈﺎر
اﻟﻤﺸﻮرة اﻟﻘﺎﻧﻮﻧﯿﺔ.
اﻟﺘﺂﻣﺮ  ،واﻟﺘﺴﺒﺐ ﻓﻲ أذى ﺟﺴﺪي
وﻣﺤﺎوﻟﺔ ﻗﺘﻞ  ،وأﻣﺮ اﻟﻤﯿﺠﺮ ھﺎﺟﺎرا

داودا  ،اﻟﺬي ﻟﻢ ﯾﺄﺧﺬ ﻧﺪاء اﻟﻤﺪﻋﻰ
ﻋﻠﯿﮫ  ،ﺑﺎﺣﺘﺠﺎزه ﻓﻲ ﻣﺮﻛﺰ إﺻﻼﺣﻲ
 ،وأﻣﺮ داودا اﻟﺸﺮطﺔ ﺑﺈرﺳﺎل ﻣﻠﻒ
اﻟﻘﻀﯿﺔ إﻟﻰ ﻣﺪﯾﺮ اﻟﻨﯿﺎﺑﺎت اﻟﻌﺎﻣﺔ
ﺑﺎﻟﻮﻻﯾﺔ ).)DPP
ﻟﻠﺤﺼﻮل ﻋﻠﻰ اﻟﻤﺸﻮرة اﻟﻘﺎﻧﻮﻧﯿﺔ
وأﺟﻠﺖ اﻟﻘﻀﯿﺔ ﺣﺘﻰ  ٢٤ﻓﺒﺮاﯾﺮ

ﻟﺬﻛﺮھﺎ .ﻓﻲ وﻗﺖ ﺳﺎﺑﻖ  ،أﺧﺒﺮ
اﻟﻤﺪﻋﻲ اﻟﻌﺎم  ،اﻟﻤﻔﺘﺶ ﺻﻨﺪاي ﺑﺎﺑﺎ ،
اﻟﻤﺤﻜﻤﺔ أن اﻟﻤﺪﻋﻰ ﻋﻠﯿﮫ واﺛﻨﯿﻦ
آﺧﺮﯾﻦ  ،ﻻ ﯾﺰاﻟﻮن طﻠﻘﺎء  ،ارﺗﻜﺒﻮا
اﻟﺠﺮﯾﻤﺔ ﻓﻲ  ١٠ﯾﻨﺎﯾﺮ ﻓﻲ ﺑﺎداراوا ،
ﻛﺎدوﻧﺎ.
زﻋﻢ أن اﻟﻤﺪﻋﻰ ﻋﻠﯿﮫ واﻵﺧﺮﯾﻦ

طﻠﯿﻘﯿﻦ اﻗﺘﺮﺑﻮا ﻣﻦ اﻟﻤﺸﺘﻜﻲ ﻋﻠﻲ
ﺷﻤﺲ اﻟﺪﯾﻦ ﻣﻦ أﺟﻞ اﻟﻤﺎل اﻟﺬي
رﻓﺾ ﻣﻨﺤﮭﻢ إﯾﺎھﻢ  ،وﻗﺎل ﺑﺎﺑﺎ
ﻟﻠﻤﺤﻜﻤﺔ إن اﻟﻤﺸﺘﻜﻲ ﺗﻌﺮض ﻟﺠﺮح
ﻋﻤﯿﻖ ﻓﻲ ﯾﺪه ﻋﻨﺪﻣﺎ ﻛﺎن اﻟﻤﺪﻋﻰ ﻋﻠﯿﮫ
وﻣﺮاﻓﻘﺘﮫ أﺛﻨﺎء ﻓﺮاره.
اﻋﺘﺪى ﻋﻠﯿﮫ اﻟﻘﻤﻞ ﺑﺴﻔﯿﻨﺔ ﺑﻌﺪ رﻓﻀﮫ

اﻻﺳﺘﺠﺎﺑﺔ ﻟﻄﻠﺒﮭﻢ  ،وﻗﺎل اﻟﻤﺪﻋﻲ اﻟﻌﺎم
إن اﻟﻤﺸﺘﻜﻲ ﻧﻘﻠﮫ ﻋﻠﻰ وﺟﮫ اﻟﺴﺮﻋﺔ
إﻟﻰ اﻟﻤﺴﺘﺸﻔﻰ ﻣﻦ ﻗﺒﻞ ﺳﺎﻣﺮي ﺻﺎﻟﺢ
أﺛﺎر اﻟﻘﻠﻖ واﻋﺘﻘﻞ اﻟﻤﺪﻋﻰ ﻋﻠﯿﮫ ﺑﯿﻨﻤﺎ
ﻓﺮ اﻵﺧﺮون ﻣﻦ ﻣﻜﺎن اﻟﺤﺎدث .أﺣﻜﺎم
اﻷﻗﺴﺎم  ٥٩و  ٢٢٣و  ١٩٩ﻣﻦ ﻗﺎﻧﻮن
اﻟﻌﻘﻮﺑﺎت ﻟﻮﻻﯾﺔ ﻛﺎدوﻧﺎ ٢٠١٧ ،
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اﻟﻘﯾﺎدة ﻟﯾﺳت ﻋن اﻟر
ﺋﯾس ﺑﺧﺎري وﺣده -
APCﻣﺆﺗﻤﺮ ﻛﻞ اﻟﺘﻘﺪﻣﯿﯿﻦ APC ،
،طﻤﺎح  ،ﺗﻄﻤﺢ ﻟﻼﻧﺘﺨﺎﺑﺎت اﻟﻔﺮﻋﯿﺔ
ﻟﺪاﺋﺮة أوﻏﻮﺟﺎ-ﯾﺎﻻ اﻟﻔﯿﺪراﻟﯿﺔ ﻓﻲ
ﻣﺠﻠﺲ اﻟﻨﻮاب  ،ﻗﺎل اﻟﺴﯿﺪ أوﻧﻮ
أوﻻﻓﻮر أن اﻟﻘﯿﺎدة ﻓﻲ ﻧﯿﺠﯿﺮﯾﺎ ﻻ
ﺗﺘﻌﻠﻖ ﺑﺎﻟﺴﯿﺪ اﻟﺮﺋﯿﺲ وﺣﺪه.
ً
ﻣﺘﺤﺪﺛﺎ إﻟﻰ اﻟﺼﺤﻔﯿﯿﻦ ﯾﻮم اﻷرﺑﻌﺎء
ﻓﻲ ﻛﺎﻻﺑﺎر ﻋﻦ رﻏﺒﺘﮫ ﻓﻲ اﻟﺘﺮﺷﺢ ﻓﻲ
اﻻﻧﺘﺨﺎﺑﺎت اﻟﻔﺮﻋﯿﺔ  ،ﻗﺎل أوﻻﻓﻮر إﻧﮫ
إذا ﺳﺎھﻢ ﺟﻤﯿﻊ اﻟﻨﯿﺠﯿﺮﯾﯿﻦ ﻓﻲ
ﺣﺼﺼﮭﻢ.
ﻓﺈن اﻷﻣﺔ ﺳﺘﺤﻘﻖ اﻟﺘﻨﻤﯿﺔ اﻟﺘﻲ ﺗﺘﻮق
إﻟﯿﮭﺎ .أﺻﺒﺢ ﻣﻘﻌﺪ اﻟﺪاﺋﺮة اﻻﻧﺘﺨﺎﺑﯿﺔ
ﺷﺎﻏﺮا ﻋﻨﺪﻣﺎ ﺗﻨﺎﻓﺲ
ﻓﻲ أوﻏﻮﺟﺎ  ،ﯾﺎﻻ
ً
اﻟﻌﻀﻮ اﻟﺬي ﯾﻤﺜﻞ اﻟﻤﻨﻄﻘﺔ  ،اﻟﺴﯿﺪ
ﺟﺎرﯾﺠﺒﻲ أﻏﻮم  ،وﻓﺎز ﻓﻲ اﻧﺘﺨﺎﺑﺎت
ﻣﺠﻠﺲ اﻟﺸﯿﻮخ اﻟﻔﺮﻋﯿﺔ ﻓﻲ ﻛﺮوس
رﯾﻔﺮ اﻟﺸﻤﺎﻟﯿﺔ اﻟﺘﻲ أﺟﺮﯾﺖ ﻓﻲ ﻋﺎم
.٢٠٢٠
وﻗﺎل إﻧﮫ ﯾﺘﻨﺎﻓﺲ ﻋﻠﻰ اﻟﻤﻨﺼﺐ
ﻟﺘﻤﻜﯿﻦ داﺋﺮﺗﮫ اﻻﻧﺘﺨﺎﺑﯿﺔ ﻷﻧﮫ إذا ﻛﺎن
اﻟﻨﺎس ﻟﺪﯾﮭﻢ وﺳﺎﺋﻞ اﻟﺮاﺣﺔ اﻟﺒﺴﯿﻄﺔ
ﻟﻠﺤﯿﺎة  ،ﺳﯿﺘﻢ ﺗﻘﻠﯿﻞ اﻟﺠﺮﯾﻤﺔ" .اﻟﺘﻨﻤﯿﺔ
ھﻲ ﻣﺎ أﻋﺘﺰم ﺗﻘﺪﯾﻤﮫ ﻟﺸﻌﺒﻲ ،
وﺳﺄﺿﻤﻦ وﺟﻮد ﺗﻤﻜﯿﻦ ﻣﺘﻌﻤﺪ ﻟﻢ ﯾﺘﻢ
اﻟﻘﯿﺎم ﺑﮫ ﻣﻦ ﻗﺒﻞ ﻓﻲ داﺋﺮﺗﻲ
اﻻﻧﺘﺨﺎﺑﯿﺔ.
أﻋﻠﻦ ﻣﺠﻠﺲ اﻟﻨﻮاب ً
ﻋﻠﻨﺎ ووﺿﻌﺖ
اﻟﻠﺠﻨﺔ اﻻﻧﺘﺨﺎﺑﯿﺔ اﻟﻮطﻨﯿﺔ اﻟﻤﺴﺘﻘﻠﺔ
ً
زﻣﻨﯿﺎ" .ﻟﻘﺪ ﺗﻮﺻﻞ
ﺟﺪوﻻ
)إﻧﺎك(
ً
أﯾﻀﺎ إﻟﻰ ﺟﺪول زﻣﻨﻲ ﺧﺎص
ﺣﺰﺑﻨﺎ ً
اﻋﺘﺒﺎرا
ﺑﮫ ﻟﻜﻲ ﻧﺒﺪأ ﻓﻲ ﺷﺮاء اﻟﻨﻤﺎذج
ً
ﻣﻦ  ١٨ﯾﻨﺎﯾﺮ وﺑﺤﻠﻮل  ٢٤ﯾﻨﺎﯾﺮ ،
ﯾﺠﺐ أن ﻧﺮﺳﻞ اﻟﻨﻤﺎذج.
ﻟﺬﻟﻚ أﻧﺎ ﻣﺘﺠﮫ إﻟﻰ أﺑﻮﺟﺎ ﻻﺧﺘﯿﺎر
ﺷﻜﻠﻲ ﻷن ﻟﺪي ﻧﺴﺐ ﻻ ﯾﻤﻜﻦ اﻟﻄﻌﻦ
ﻋﻀﻮا ً
ﺳﺎﺑﻘﺎ ﻓﻲ ﻣﺠﻠﺲ
ﻓﯿﮭﺎ  ،ﺑﺼﻔﺘﻲ
ً
وﻣﻔﻮﺿﺎ ﻟﻤﺮﺗﯿﻦ" .ﺑﺼﻔﺘﻲ
اﻟﻨﻮاب
ً
ً
وﻣﺪاﻓﻌﺎ ﻋﻦ
وﻣﺤﺴﻨﺎ
ﺳﯿﺎﺳﯿﺎ
ً
ً
اﻟﺴﯿﺎﺳﺎت اﻟﺸﻌﺒﯿﺔ اﻟﺬﯾﻦ ﺧﺪﻣﻮا ھﺬه
ﻣﺨﻠﺼﺎ ﺟﺪًا ﻟﻠﺤﺰب
اﻟﺪوﻟﺔ وﻛﺎن
ً
واﻟﺤﺎﻛﻢ ﺑﻦ ﻋﯿﺎد  ،ﻟﺪي اﻟﻘﺪرة.
أﻛﺜﺮ ﻣﻦ ذﻟﻚ  ،أﻧﺎ ﻣﺤﻈﻮظ ﺟﺪًا ﻷﻧﻨﻲ
أﺗﯿﺖ ﻣﻦ ﻣﻨﻄﻘﺔ ﻓﻲ ﻣﻨﻄﻘﺔ اﻟﺤﻜﻮﻣﺔ
اﻟﻤﺤﻠﯿﺔ ﻓﻲ ﯾﺎﻻ ﺗﺴﻤﻰ أوﻛﻠﻲ ﻟﻢ ﯾﻨﺘﺞ
ﻋﻀﻮا ﻓﻲ اﻟﺠﻤﻌﯿﺔ اﻟﻮطﻨﯿﺔ.
ﻋﻨﮭﺎ أﺑﺪًا
ً
"ﻟﺬﻟﻚ أﻋﺘﻘﺪ أن ھﺬه ﻓﺮﺻﺔ ﻋﻈﯿﻤﺔ ﻟﻨﺎ
 ،ﺣﯿﺚ ﯾﺠﺐ اﻻﺳﺘﻤﺎع إﻟﻰ أوﻛﻠﻲ ،
دﻋﻨﻲ أذھﺐ إﻟﻰ أﺑﻮﺟﺎ  ،ﻟﻠﻘﯿﺎم
ﺑﺎﻟﻤﻄﻠﻮب  ،واﻟﺘﺄﻛﺪ ﻣﻦ أﻧﻨﺎ ﻧﺠﻠﺐ
ﻣﻜﺎﺳﺐ اﻟﺪﯾﻤﻘﺮاطﯿﺔ إﻟﻰ وﻻﯾﺘﻨﺎ
وداﺋﺮة أوﻏﻮﺟﺎ  ،داﺋﺮة ﯾﺎﻻ اﻟﻔﯿﺪراﻟﯿﺔ.
ﻣﺪاﻓﻌﺎ ﻋﻦ
أﺷﺎر أوﻻﻓﻮر  ،ﺑﺼﻔﺘﮫ
ً
اﻟﺴﯿﺎﺳﺔ اﻟﺸﻌﺒﯿﺔ  ،إﻟﻰ أﻧﮫ ﺟﺎء ﻣﻦ
أدﻧﻰ اﻟﻔﺌﺎت ﻓﻲ اﻟﻤﺠﺘﻤﻊ ﻣﻦ ﺧﻼل
اﻟﻌﻤﻞ اﻟﺠﺎد  ،ووﺻﻞ إﻟﻰ ﻣﺎ ھﻮ ﻋﻠﯿﮫ
وﻓﻘﯿﺮا.
ﻏﻨﯿﺎ
ﻷﻧﮫ ﺗﻌﻠﻢ ﻣﻦ اﻟﺠﻤﯿﻊ ً
ً
وﻗﺎل إن ﺣﺰب اﻟﻤﺆﺗﻤﺮ اﻟﺸﻌﺒﻲ اﻟﻌﺎم
ﻗﺪ اﺳﺘﻮﻟﻰ ﻋﻠﻰ ﻛﺮوس رﯾﻔﺮ ﻷن
اﻟﺸﺨﺼﯿﺎت اﻟﺴﯿﺎﺳﯿﺔ اﻟﺒﺎرزة ﻓﻲ
ً
ﻣﻀﯿﻔﺎ
اﻟﻮﻻﯾﺔ اﻧﻀﻤﺖ إﻟﻰ اﻟﺤﺰب ،
أن اﻟﻨﺼﺮ ﻛﺎن ﻣﺆﻛﺪًا ﻟﺤﺰب اﻟﻤﺆﺗﻤﺮ
اﻟﺸﻌﺒﻲ اﻟﻌﺎم.

اﻟﺣﻛوﻣﺔ اﻟﻔﯾدراﻟﯾﺔ ﺗﺑدأ ﻓﻲ
اﻟﺗوﻋﯾﺔ ﻋﻠﻰ اﻟﺻﻌﯾد اﻟوطﻧﻲ
ﺑﺷﺄن ﺗﺑﻧﻲ ﻏﺎز اﻟﺑﺗرو
ل اﻟﻣﺳﺎل واﻟﺗوﺳﻊ ﻓﯾﮫ
ﻗﺎل اﻟﻣﺳﺎﻋد اﻟﺧﺎص ﻟﻧﺎﺋب اﻟرﺋﯾس

اﺣﺗﻔل أﻧﺻﺎر ﺣزب اﻟﺷﻌب اﻟدﯾﻣﻘراطﻲ ﺑﻌد أن ﻗﺎﻣت ﻣﺣﻛﻣﺔ اﻟﺻﻠﺢ ﺑﺎﻟوﻻﯾﺔ ﺑﺈﺑراء ذﻣﺔ ﺳﻛرﺗﯾر اﻟﺣزب اﻟدﯾﻣﻘراطﻲ اﻟﺗﻘدﻣﻲ ﺑوﻻﯾﺔ ﻛﺎدوﻧﺎ
وﺑراءﺗﮫ ﻣن اﻻﻗﺗراع اﻟﻣزﻋوم اﻟذي ُ
ﺧطف ﻓﻲ اﻧﺗﺧﺎﺑﺎت اﻟﺣﻛوﻣﺔ اﻟﻣﺣﻠﯾﺔ اﻷﺧﯾرة ﻓﻲ ﻣﻘر اﻟﻣﺣﻛﻣﺔ ﻓﻲ ﻛﺎدوﻧﺎ  ،أﻣس.

ﻛﺎﻧﻮ أﻣﺎم اﻟﻤﺤﻜﻤﺔ  ،ﯾﺘﺤﺪى ﺗﮭﻤﺔ اﻹرھﺎب

طﻌﻦ زﻋﯿﻢ اﻟﺴﻜﺎن اﻷﺻﻠﯿﯿﻦ
اﻟﻤﺤﻈﻮرﯾﻦ ﻓﻲ ﺑﯿﺎﻓﺮا  ،ﻧﻨﺎﻣﺪي ﻛﺎﻧﻮ
 ،ﯾﻮم اﻷرﺑﻌﺎء  ،ﻓﻲ ﺗﮭﻤﺔ اﻹرھﺎب
اﻟﺘﻲ رﻓﻌﺘﮭﺎ اﻟﺤﻜﻮﻣﺔ اﻟﻔﯿﺪراﻟﯿﺔ .ﻗﺎل
ﻛﺎﻧﻮ  ،ﻣﻦ ﺧﻼل ﻣﺤﺎﻣﯿﮫ  ،اﻟﺮﺋﯿﺲ
ﻣﺎﯾﻚ أوزﯾﺨﻮﻣﻲ  ،ﺳﺎن  ،ﻟﻘﺎﺿﻲ
اﻟﻤﺤﺎﻛﻤﺔ  ،اﻟﻘﺎﺿﯿﺔ ﺑﯿﻨﺘﺎ ﻧﯿﺎﻛﻮ  ،إن
اﻟﺘﮭﻤﺔ اﻟﻤﻌﺪﻟﺔ اﻟﻤﻜﻮﻧﺔ ﻣﻦ  ١٥ﺗﮭﻤﺔ
واﻟﻤﻔﻀﻠﺔ ﺿﺪ ﻣﻮﻛﻠﮫ ﻛﺎﻧﺖ ﻏﯿﺮ
ﺟﺪﯾﺮة ﺑﺎﻟﺘﻘﺪﯾﺮ وﯾﺠﺐ أن ﺗﺮﻓﻀﮭﺎ
اﻟﻤﺤﻜﻤﺔ.
وﺣﺚ ﻛﺒﯿﺮ اﻟﻤﺤﺎﻣﯿﻦ اﻟﻤﺤﻜﻤﺔ ﻋﻠﻰ
ﻋﺪم ﺗﻀﯿﯿﻊ وﻗﺘﮭﺎ اﻟﻘﻀﺎﺋﻲ ﻓﻲ
اﻟﻤﻮﺿﻮع ﻷن اﻻﺗﮭﺎﻣﺎت ﻛﺎﻧﺖ ﻣﺎﺋﯿّﺔ.
ﻓﻲ وﻗﺖ ﺳﺎﺑﻖ  ،ﻗﺎل ﻣﺤﺎﻣﻲ اﻟﻤﺪﻋﻲ
اﻟﻌﺎم ﻟﻼﺗﺤﺎد ) ، )AGFﺷﻮﯾﺒﻮ
ﻻﺑﺎران  ،ﻟﻠﻤﺤﻜﻤﺔ إﻧﮫ ﺗﻢ ﺗﺤﺪﯾﺪ ﻣﻮﻋﺪ
ﻻﺳﺘﺪﻋﺎء ﻛﺎﻧﻮ  ،ودﻋﺎ اﻟﻤﺤﻜﻤﺔ
ﻟﻠﺴﻤﺎح ﻟﻠﻤﺪﻋﻰ ﻋﻠﯿﮫ ﺑﺎﻟﻘﺒﻮل.
ﺑﻌﺪ ﻗﺮاءة اﻟﺘﮭﻢ اﻟـ  ١٥اﻟﻤﺘﻌﻠﻘﺔ
ﺑﺎﻹرھﺎب ﻋﻠﻰ زﻋﯿﻢ أﯾﺒﻮب ودﻓﻊ ﺑﺄﻧﮫ

ﻏﯿﺮ ﻣﺬﻧﺐ  ،ﻗﺎل ﻻﺑﺎران إن اﻻدﻋﺎء
ﺟﺎھﺰ ﻟﻠﻤﺤﺎﻛﻤﺔ ﻷن ﺷﺎھﺪﯾﻦ ﻛﺎﻧﺎ ﻓﻲ
اﻟﻤﺤﻜﻤﺔ ﺑﺎﻟﻔﻌﻞ .ﻟﻜﻦ أوزﺧﻮﻣﻲ
اﻋﺘﺮض ﻋﻠﻰ طﻠﺐ ﺑﺪء اﻟﻤﺤﺎﻛﻤﺔ.
أوﻟﯿﺎ  ،ﯾﻄﻠﺐ ﻣﻦ
وﻗﺎل إن
اﻋﺘﺮاﺿﺎ ً
ً
اﻟﻤﺤﻜﻤﺔ إﻟﻐﺎء اﻟﺘﮭﻢ  ،ﻗﺪ ﺗﻢ ﺗﻘﺪﯾﻤﮫ ﺑﻌﺪ
دراﺳﺔ اﻟﺘﮭﻢ .ﻗﺎل إن اﻟﺘﮭﻢ ﻛﻠﮭﺎ ﻛﺎﻧﺖ
ﻏﯿﺮ ﻛﻔﺆة وﻻ ﯾﻤﻜﻦ أن ﺗﺼﻤﺪ أﻣﺎم
اﺧﺘﺒﺎر اﻟﺰﻣﻦ.
وﻗﺎل اﻟﻤﺤﺎﻣﻲ  ،اﻟﺬي ﻗﺎل إن اﻟﻘﻀﯿﺔ
ﻛﺎﻧﺖ ﻗﺪ ﻣﺎﺗﺖ ﺑﺎﻟﻔﻌﻞ ﻟﺪى وﺻﻮﻟﮭﺎ ،
إن طﻠﺐ اﻟﺪﻓﺎع ﯾﺠﺐ أن ﯾﺆﺧﺬ ﻗﺒﻞ ﺑﺪء
اﻟﻤﺤﺎﻛﻤﺔ ﺣﺘﻰ ﻻ ﯾﻀﯿﻊ اﻟﻮﻗﺖ
اﻟﻘﻀﺎﺋﻲ ﻟﻠﻤﺤﻜﻤﺔ .ﺣﺪد اﻟﻘﺎﺿﻲ ﻧﯿﺎﻛﻮ
ﯾﻮم  ١٦ﻓﺒﺮاﯾﺮ ﻟﺴﻤﺎع اﻻﻋﺘﺮاض
اﻻﺑﺘﺪاﺋﻲ.
أﻓﺎدت ﻧﺎن أن ﻛﺎﻧﻮ ﻗﺪ ﺗﻢ اﻋﺘﻘﺎﻟﮫ ﻓﻲ
 ١٤أﻛﺘﻮﺑﺮ  ٢٠١٥ﺑﺘﮭﻤﺔ  ١١ﺗﮭﻤﺔ
ﺗﺘﻌﻠﻖ ﺑﺎﻹرھﺎب وﺟﻨﺎﯾﺔ اﻟﺨﯿﺎﻧﺔ
وإدارة ﻣﺠﺘﻤﻊ ﻏﯿﺮ ﻗﺎﻧﻮﻧﻲ وﻧﺸﺮ ﻣﻮاد
ﺗﺸﮭﯿﺮ وﺣﯿﺎزة ﻏﯿﺮ ﻗﺎﻧﻮﻧﯿﺔ ﻟﻸﺳﻠﺤﺔ

اﻟﻨﺎرﯾﺔ واﺳﺘﯿﺮاد اﻟﺒﻀﺎﺋﻊ ﺑﺸﻜﻞ ﻏﯿﺮ
ﺻﺤﯿﺢ  ،ﻣﻦ ﺑﯿﻦ أﻣﻮر أﺧﺮى.
أﻟﻐﻰ ﻗﺎض ﻓﻲ اﻟﻤﺤﻜﻤﺔ اﻻﺗﺤﺎدﯾﺔ
اﻟﻌﻠﯿﺎ  ،أﺑﻮﺟﺎ  ،ﻛﻔﺎﻟﺔ ﻛﺎﻧﻮ اﻟﺘﻲ ُﻣﻨﺤﺖ
ﻟﮫ ﻷﺳﺒﺎب ﺻﺤﯿﺔ وأﺻﺪر ﻣﺬﻛﺮة
ﻗﻀﺎﺋﯿﺔ ﺑﺎﻋﺘﻘﺎﻟﮫ ﻓﻲ ﻧﻔﺲ اﻟﺘﺎرﯾﺦ ،
ﺑﺴﺒﺐ ﻋﺪم ﻣﺜﻮﻟﮫ أﻣﺎم اﻟﻤﺤﻜﻤﺔ
ﻟﻼﺳﺘﻤﺎع.
وﻗﺪ ُاﺗﮭﻢ  ،ﺑﻌﺪ اﻹﻓﺮاج ﻋﻨﮫ ﺑﻜﻔﺎﻟﺔ ،
ﺑﺎﻟﻀﻠﻮع ﻓﻲ أﻧﺸﻄﺔ ﺗﺨﺮﯾﺒﯿﺔ ﺗﺸﻤﻞ
اﻟﺘﺤﺮﯾﺾ ﻋﻠﻰ اﻟﻌﻨﻒ ﻣﻦ ﺧﻼل اﻟﺒﺚ
اﻟﺘﻠﻔﺰﯾﻮﻧﻲ واﻹذاﻋﻲ واﻹﻟﻜﺘﺮوﻧﻲ
ﺿﺪ ﻧﯿﺠﯿﺮﯾﺎ ودوﻟﺔ وﻣﺆﺳﺴﺎت
ﻧﯿﺠﯿﺮﯾﺎ.
ﻛﻤﺎ ُاﺗﮭﻢ ﻛﺎﻧﻮ ﺑﺎﻟﺘﺤﺮﯾﺾ ﻋﻠﻰ اﻟﻌﻨﻒ
ﻻ ﺳﯿﻤﺎ ﻓﻲ ﺟﻨﻮب ﺷﺮق ﻧﯿﺠﯿﺮﯾﺎ ﻣﻤﺎ
أدى إﻟﻰ ﺧﺴﺎﺋﺮ ﻓﻲ اﻷرواح
واﻟﻤﻤﺘﻠﻜﺎت ﻓﻲ ﺻﻔﻮف اﻟﻤﺪﻧﯿﯿﻦ
واﻟﻌﺴﻜﺮﯾﯿﻦ وﺷﺒﮫ اﻟﻌﺴﻜﺮﯾﯿﻦ وﻗﻮات
اﻟﺸﺮطﺔ وﺗﺪﻣﯿﺮ اﻟﻤﺆﺳﺴﺎت اﻟﻤﺪﻧﯿﺔ
ورﻣﻮز اﻟﺴﻠﻄﺎت

ﺗﻢ إﻋﺎدة ﻓﺘﺤﮫ :ﻣﺜﻮل ﻧﺎﻣﺪي ﻛﺎﻧﻮ أﻣﺎم اﻟﻤﺤﻜﻤﺔ ﺑﺎﻟﺰي ﻧﻔﺴﮫ  ،إف ﺟﻲ ﯾﻘﻮل ﻟﻠﻤﺤﻜﻤﺔ
أﺧﺒﺮت اﻟﺤﻜﻮﻣﺔ اﻟﻔﯿﺪراﻟﯿﺔ  ،ﯾﻮم
اﻷرﺑﻌﺎء  ،اﻟﻤﺤﻜﻤﺔ اﻟﻔﯿﺪراﻟﯿﺔ اﻟﻌﻠﯿﺎ
ﻓﻲ أﺑﻮﺟﺎ أن زﻋﯿﻢ اﻟﺴﻜﺎن اﻷﺻﻠﯿﯿﻦ
اﻟﻤﺤﻈﻮرﯾﻦ ﻓﻲ ﺑﯿﺎﻓﺮا  ،ﻧﻨﺎﻣﺪي ﻛﺎﻧﻮ
 ،اﺧﺘﺎر اﻟﻤﺜﻮل أﻣﺎم اﻟﻤﺤﻜﻤﺔ ﻓﻲ ﻧﻔﺲ
اﻟﻤﻠﺒﺲ اﻟﺬي ﻛﺎن ﯾﺮﺗﺪﯾﮫ ﻓﻲ اﻟﯿﻮم
اﻟﺴﺎﺑﻖ.
ﻗﺎل ﻣﺤﺎﻣﻲ اﻟﻤﺪﻋﻲ اﻟﻌﺎم ﻟﻼﺗﺤﺎد
) ، )AGFﺷﻮﯾﺒﻮ ﻻﺑﺎران  ،ﻟﻠﻘﺎﺿﯿﺔ
ﺑﯿﻨﺘﺎ ﻧﯿﺎﻛﻮ ﺑﻌﺪ وﻗﺖ ﻗﺼﯿﺮ ﻣﻦ ﺑﺪء
اﻟﺠﻠﺴﺔ" .اﻟﻘﻀﯿﺔ ﻣﺆﺟﻠﺔ ﺣﺘﻰ اﻟﯿﻮم
ﻟﻠﻤﺤﺎﻛﻤﺔ" .ﻟﻜﻦ ﻗﺒﻞ ذﻟﻚ اﻟﺤﯿﻦ ،
أﺗﻮق إﻟﻰ ﺗﺴﺎھﻠﻚ ﻓﻲ ﺳﯿﺎدﺗﻚ ﻷﻧﻚ

أﻣﺮا ﺑﻌﺪم ظﮭﻮر اﻟﻤﺪﻋﻰ
أﻋﻄﯿﺖ ً
ﻋﻠﯿﮫ ﺑﮭﺬه اﻟﻤﻼﺑﺲ.
ﻗﺎل "ﻟﻜﻦ اﻟﻤﺪﻋﻰ ﻋﻠﯿﮫ )ﻛﺎﻧﻮ( اﺧﺘﺎر
ارﺗﺪاء ﻧﻔﺲ اﻟﻤﻼﺑﺲ ﻷﻧﮫ ﻣﺼﻤﻢ".
ﻛﻤﺎ أﺑﻠﻎ ﻻﺑﺎران اﻟﻤﺤﻜﻤﺔ أن إدارة
أﻣﻦ اﻟﺪوﻟﺔ اﻣﺘﺜﻠﺖ ﻷﻣﺮ اﻟﻤﺤﻜﻤﺔ ﻣﻦ
ﺧﻼل ﺷﺮاء ﻣﺮﺗﺒﺔ ووﺳﺎﺋﺪ ﻟﺘﻘﻮﯾﻢ
ﻣﺮﺗﺎﺣﺎ ﻓﻲ
اﻟﻌﻈﺎم ﻟﺰﻋﯿﻢ أﯾﺒﻮب ﻟﺠﻌﻠﮫ
ً
اﻟﺤﺠﺰ.
ﻟﻜﻦ ﻣﺤﺎﻣﻲ ﻛﺎﻧﻮ  ،اﻟﺮﺋﯿﺲ ﻣﺎﯾﻚ
أوزﯾﺨﻮﻣﻲ  ،ﺳﺎن  ،ﻟﻢ ﯾﻮاﻓﻖ ﻋﻠﻰ أن
ﻣﻮﻛﻠﮫ ﻟﻢ ﯾﺮﻓﺾ ارﺗﺪاء ﻣﻼﺑﺲ
أﺧﺮى .ﻗﺎل إﻧﮫ ﻋﻠﻰ اﻟﺮﻏﻢ ﻣﻦ أﻧﮭﻢ

أﺣﻀﺮوا ﻟﮫ ﻣﺠﻤﻮﻋﺔ ﻣﻦ اﻟﻤﻼﺑﺲ
اﻷﺧﺮى  ،ﻗﺒﻞ أن ﯾﺘﻤﻜﻨﻮا ﻣﻦ إﻧﮭﺎء
أﻧﺸﻄﺔ اﻟﯿﻮم ﺑﺎﻷﻣﺲ  ،ﻓﻘﺪ ﺗﺄﺧﺮ
اﻟﻮﻗﺖ ﻗﻠﯿﻼً وﻟﻢ ﯾﺘﻤﻜﻨﻮا ﻣﻦ ﺗﺴﻠﯿﻢ
اﻟﻌﻨﺎﺻﺮ إﻟﯿﮫ.
وأﻛﺪ أﻧﮫ ﻓﻲ اﻟﻤﻮﻋﺪ اﻟﻤﺆﺟﻞ اﻟﺘﺎﻟﻲ ،
ﺳﯿﻈﮭﺮ ﻛﺎﻧﻮ ﺑﻤﻼﺑﺲ أﺧﺮى .ﻟﺬﻟﻚ
أﺛﻨﻰ أوزﯾﻜﻮﻣﻲ ﻋﻠﻰ دي أس أي
ﻻﻣﺘﺜﺎﻟﮭﺎ ﻷﻣﺮ اﻟﻤﺤﻜﻤﺔ ﻣﻦ ﺧﻼل
ﺷﺮاء ﻣﺮﺗﺒﺔ ووﺳﺎﺋﺪ ﻟﺘﻘﻮﯾﻢ اﻟﻌﻈﺎم
ﻣﺮﺗﺎﺣﺎ .ﻗﺎل
ﻟﻌﻤﯿﻠﮫ ﺑﮭﺪف ﺟﻌﻠﮫ
ً
اﻟﻘﺎﺿﻲ ﻧﯿﺎﻛﻮ إن اﻟﻤﻼﺑﺲ ﯾﻤﻜﻦ
ﺗﺴﻠﯿﻤﮭﺎ إﻟﻰ اﻟﻀﺎﺑﻂ اﻟﻘﺎﻧﻮﻧﻲ اﻟﺬي
ﺟﺎء ﻣﻊ ﻣﺠﻤﻮﻋﺔ اﻷﻣﻦ.

اﻟﻣﻌﻧﻲ ﺑﺎﻟﻐﺎز اﻟﺑﺗروﻟﻲ اﻟﻣﺳﺎل ،
اﻟﺳﯾد داﯾو أدﯾﺷﯾﻧﺎ  ،إن ﺣﻣﻠﺔ ﺗوﻋﯾﺔ
ﻋﻠﻰ ﻣﺳﺗوى اﻟﺑﻼد ﺑﺷﺄن اﻋﺗﻣﺎد ﻏﺎز
ﻗرﯾﺑﺎ.
اﻟﺑﺗرول اﻟﻣﺳﺎل وﺗوﺳﯾﻌﮫ ﺳﺗﺑدأ
ً
اﻟوﺻول إﻟﻰ اﻋﺗﻣﺎد ﻏﺎز اﻟﺑﺗرول
اﻟﻣﺳﺎل  ،اﻟﻣﻌروف ﺑﺎﺳم ﻏﺎز اﻟطﮭﻲ
ﺑﯾن اﻟﻧﯾﺟﯾرﯾﯾن.
"ﻟﻘد ﺑدأﻧﺎ ﻣﻧذ ذﻟك اﻟﺣﯾن اﻟﺑرﻧﺎﻣﺞ ﻓﻲ
ﺑﻌض اﻟوﻻﯾﺎت اﻻﺛﻧﺗﻲ ﻋﺷرة
اﻟﺗﺟرﯾﺑﯾﺔ" .وﻗﺎل إﻧﮫ ﻣن اﻟﻣﺗوﻗﻊ أن
ﺗﺑدأ اﻟﻣرﺣﻠﺔ اﻷوﻟﻰ ﻣن اﻟﺗﻣرﯾن ﻓﻲ
اﺛﻧﺗﻲ ﻋﺷرة وﻻﯾﺔ ﻣن أﺻل ٣٦
وﻻﯾﺔ ﻓﻲ اﻟوﻻﯾﺎت اﻟﻣﺗﺣدة.
اﻻﺗﺣﺎد اﻟﻔﯾدراﻟﻲ  ،ﻗﺎﺋﻠﯾن إﻧﻧﺎ ﻧرﯾد
ﺗﺣﻘﯾﻖ اﻻﻣﺗﺛﺎل اﻟﻛﺎﻣل ﻻﻋﺗﻣﺎد اﻟﺳﻠﻌﺔ
 ،وﻗﺎل أدﯾﺷﯾﻧﺎ إن اﻟوﻻﯾﺎت اﻻﺛﻧﺗﻲ
ﻋﺷرة اﻟﺗﺟرﯾﺑﯾﺔ ھﻲ ﺑوﺗﺷﻲ و
ﻻﻏوس و إﺑوﻧﯾﻲ و ﻏوﻣﺑﻲ و ﻛﺎﻧﺳﯾﻧﺎ
و ﺳوﻛوﺗو و إﻧوﻏون  ،واﻟﺑﻌض
اﻵﺧر ھم وﻻﯾﺎت ﺑﺎﯾﯾﻠﺳﺎ و داﻟﺗﺎ و
أف ﺳﻲ ﺗﻲ أﺑوﺟﺎ و أوﻏون واﻟﻧﯾﺟر
 ،ﻣﺷدًدا ﻋﻠﻰ ذﻟك.
ً
ووﻓﻘﺎ ﻟﮫ ،
ﻗرﯾﺑﺎ ﻓﻲ اﻟﺑرﻧﺎﻣﺞ ،
ﺳﻧﺑدأ
ً
ﻛﺎن ﻣن اﻟﻣﺗوﻗﻊ ﺗﻐطﯾﺔ ﺟﻣﯾﻊ
اﻟوﻻﯾﺎت اﻟـ  ٣٦ﻓﻲ ﻏﺿون ﺛﻼث
ﺳﻧوات ﺑﻣﻌدل اﺛﻧﺗﻲ ﻋﺷرة وﻻﯾﺔ
ﺳﻧوﯾﺎ  ،وﺳﻧﻘوم ﺑﺈﺷراك اﻟﻣﺳﺗﺛﻣرﯾن
ً
واﻟﻣﺳوﻗﯾن ﻣن أﺟل ﺗﺣﺳﯾن وﻗﺎل إن
وﺳﺎﺋل اﻹﻋﻼم اﻟﺗﻘﻠﯾدﯾﺔ ووﺳﺎﺋل
اﻟﺗواﺻل اﻻﺟﺗﻣﺎﻋﻲ واﻟﺣﻛﺎم
اﻟﺗﻘﻠﯾدﯾﯾن وﻗﺎدة اﻟﻣﺟﺗﻣﻊ ﺳﯾﺷﺎرﻛون
ﺑﺷﻛل ﻛﺎﻣل ﻓﻲ اﻟﺣﻣﻠﺔ ﻟﺗﺣﻘﯾﻖ ﺗﻐطﯾﺔ
أوﺳﻊ وﻓﻌﺎﻟﯾﺔ .اﻟﺳوق ﻓﻲ اﻟﻌﺎم
اﻟﻣﻘﺑل.

ﯾﺴﺠﻞ ﺑﻼﺗﻮ ﺣﺎ
ﻟﺔ واﺣﺪة ﻣﻦ
ﻋﺪوى ﺣﻤﻰ ﻻﺳﺎ
ﻗﺎل اﻟﻣﺳﺎﻋد اﻟﺧﺎص ﻟﻧﺎﺋب اﻟرﺋﯾس
اﻟﻣﻌﻧﻲ ﺑﺎﻟﻐﺎز اﻟﺑﺗروﻟﻲ اﻟﻣﺳﺎل ،
اﻟﺳﯾد داﯾو أدﯾﺷﯾﻧﺎ  ،إن ﺣﻣﻠﺔ ﺗوﻋﯾﺔ
ﻋﻠﻰ ﻣﺳﺗوى اﻟﺑﻼد ﺑﺷﺄن اﻋﺗﻣﺎد ﻏﺎز
ﻗرﯾﺑﺎ.
اﻟﺑﺗرول اﻟﻣﺳﺎل وﺗوﺳﯾﻌﮫ ﺳﺗﺑدأ ً
اﻟوﺻول إﻟﻰ اﻋﺗﻣﺎد ﻏﺎز اﻟﺑﺗرول
اﻟﻣﺳﺎل  ،اﻟﻣﻌروف ﺑﺎﺳم ﻏﺎز اﻟطﮭﻲ
ﺑﯾن اﻟﻧﯾﺟﯾرﯾﯾن.
"ﻟﻘد ﺑدأﻧﺎ ﻣﻧذ ذﻟك اﻟﺣﯾن اﻟﺑرﻧﺎﻣﺞ ﻓﻲ
ﺑﻌض اﻟوﻻﯾﺎت اﻻﺛﻧﺗﻲ ﻋﺷرة
اﻟﺗﺟرﯾﺑﯾﺔ" .وﻗﺎل إﻧﮫ ﻣن اﻟﻣﺗوﻗﻊ أن
ﺗﺑدأ اﻟﻣرﺣﻠﺔ اﻷوﻟﻰ ﻣن اﻟﺗﻣرﯾن ﻓﻲ
اﺛﻧﺗﻲ ﻋﺷرة وﻻﯾﺔ ﻣن أﺻل ٣٦
وﻻﯾﺔ ﻓﻲ اﻟوﻻﯾﺎت اﻟﻣﺗﺣدة.
اﻻﺗﺣﺎد اﻟﻔﯾدراﻟﻲ  ،ﻗﺎﺋﻠﯾن إﻧﻧﺎ ﻧرﯾد
ﺗﺣﻘﯾﻖ اﻻﻣﺗﺛﺎل اﻟﻛﺎﻣل ﻻﻋﺗﻣﺎد اﻟﺳﻠﻌﺔ
 ،وﻗﺎل أدﯾﺷﯾﻧﺎ إن اﻟوﻻﯾﺎت اﻻﺛﻧﺗﻲ
ﻋﺷرة اﻟﺗﺟرﯾﺑﯾﺔ ھﻲ ﺑوﺗﺷﻲ و
ﻻﻏوس و إﺑوﻧﯾﻲ و ﻏوﻣﺑﻲ و ﻛﺎﻧﺳﯾﻧﺎ
و ﺳوﻛوﺗو و إﻧوﻏون  ،واﻟﺑﻌض
اﻵﺧر ھم وﻻﯾﺎت ﺑﺎﯾﯾﻠﺳﺎ و داﻟﺗﺎ و
أف ﺳﻲ ﺗﻲ أﺑوﺟﺎ و أوﻏون واﻟﻧﯾﺟر
 ،ﻣﺷدًدا ﻋﻠﻰ ذﻟك.
ً
ووﻓﻘﺎ ﻟﮫ ،
ﻗرﯾﺑﺎ ﻓﻲ اﻟﺑرﻧﺎﻣﺞ ،
ﺳﻧﺑدأ ً
ﻛﺎن ﻣن اﻟﻣﺗوﻗﻊ ﺗﻐطﯾﺔ ﺟﻣﯾﻊ
اﻟوﻻﯾﺎت اﻟـ  ٣٦ﻓﻲ ﻏﺿون ﺛﻼث
ﺳﻧوات ﺑﻣﻌدل اﺛﻧﺗﻲ ﻋﺷرة وﻻﯾﺔ
ﺳﻧوﯾﺎ  ،وﺳﻧﻘوم ﺑﺈﺷراك اﻟﻣﺳﺗﺛﻣرﯾن
ً
واﻟﻣﺳوﻗﯾن ﻣن أﺟل ﺗﺣﺳﯾن وﻗﺎل إن
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Minister of Finance, Budget and National Planning, Zainab Ahmed (L) receiving the French Ambassador to Nigeria, Emmanuelle Blatmann, during the latter’s courtesy visit to the Ministry in Abuja. Photo/NAN

FG To Commence Nationwide
Sensitization On LPG Adoption, Expansion
BY CYRIL OGAR

Federal Government has concluded
plans to commence as soon as possible
a nationwide sensitization campaign on
Liquefied Petroleum Gas, LPG, adoption
and expansion in the country.
This was made known by the Special
Assistant to the Vice-President on LPG
and Programme Manager National LPG
Expansion Implementation Plan, Dayo
Adeshina, during an interview yesterday
monitored by our correspondent in Bauchi.
Adeshina explained that the objective
of the exercise was to increase and expand
access to the adoption of LPG, known as
cooking gas among Nigerians, adding that
the first phase of the exercise was expected
to begin in 12 out of the 36 states.
He pointed out that the Federal
Government wants to achieve full
compliance with the adoption of the
commodity.
He said, “We had since begun the
programme in some of the 12 pilot states’’.
Adeshina said the 12 pilot states were
Bauchi, Lagos, Ebonyi, Gombe, Katsina,
Sokoto and Enugu. Others are Bayelsa,
Delta, FCT Abuja, Ogun and Niger States,
stressing we would soon commence the

programme.
Going further, he revealed that all the 36
states were expected to be covered within 3
years at the rate of 12 states per year, noting
that the government will engage investors
and marketers for effective implementation.
He said conventional media, social media,
traditional rulers and community leaders

would be fully engaged in the campaign to
achieve wider and more effective coverage.
The Federal Government had earlier
disclosed its plans to inject 10 million
cylinders of the Petroleum Liquefied Gas
into circulation nationwide to increase
access to the commodity.
The distribution of these cylinders, which

is to help deepen cooking gas utilization
across the country, would be done through
registered marketers.
The government is also trying to increase
LPG usage in agriculture, transportation and
manufacturing adding that this will enable
the country to reduce CO2 emission by about
20% and create millions of jobs for Nigerians.

Africa Finance Corps Secures $400m Funding From Donors
Pan-African
development
financial
institution, Africa Finance Corps ,AFC,
has raised $400 million in funds as its
fundraising attracted new lenders from the
Middle East and South Korea.
The initial target was $300 million, which
was aimed at bolstering its balance sheet;
however, it was increased to $400 million
as the director of the AFC stated that the
corporation may borrow as much as $3
billion this year.
Recall that the Africa Finance Corporation,
AFC, created an independent asset
management arm, AFC Capital Partners in
September 2021, with a plan to raise a sum
of $500 million in one year and $2 billion
over the next three years.
According to Banji Fehintola, AFC’s senior

director and treasurer, the funding would
be diversified to achieve various objectives
as the continent needs a lot of resources to
recover from the effects of the COVID-19
pandemic. He also stated that some of the
money received would be used to settle loans
and liabilities.
The loan was secured from a group of 12
banks including Dubai’s Mashreqbank PSC,
Korea Development Bank, Absa Group Ltd.
of South Africa, Standard Chartered Plc, Bank
of China Ltd. In addition to funding, the loan
includes a Kimchi Bond, a security sold in
foreign currency in the South Korean market.
African Finance Corp was founded in 2007,
with the aim of facilitating infrastructural
development all over the continent. It is an
independent, majority private-sector owned,

multilateral African financial institution
providing project structuring expertise
and risk capital to address Africa’s pressing
infrastructure, capacity and economic
development needs.
The corporation currently has 33 African
member countries and has disbursed over
US$8.7 billion across 35 countries in Africa
and in various sectors including Power,
Transport, Telecommunications, Heavy
Industries and Natural Resources sectors.
Some of its notable works in the continent
include building a 385km Bakwena Toll Road
in South Africa, facilitating the building
Carbon Holding petrochemicals facility in
Egypt, and investing in the Gabon Special
Economic Zone Company ,GSEZ, now called
ARISE Ports & Logistics.
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Nigeria’s Import
Bill Rose To
$8.92bn In Nine
Months

LIRS Sets January 31
Deadline For Annual
Tax Returns, To
Impose Penalties
BY ROTIMI ASHER

BY LADI PATRICK

Nigeria’s total import bill
for the period January to
September 2021 rose to
$8.92bn from $4.29bn in
the same period of 2020,
according to a report.
This was disclosed by
an economist and Chief
Consultant, B. Adedipe
Associates Limited, Dr
Biodun Adedipe, while
presenting the report titled
‘National economic outlook:
Implications for businesses’,
during an event organised by
the Chartered Institute of
Bankers of Nigeria in Lagos.
While commenting on
Nigeria’s external sector
and dwindling capacity
to extinguish foreign
obligations,
he
said,
“Monthly import bill of
N3.66bn ,or $8.92bn, in Q1Q3 2021 more than doubled
to $4.29bn in 2020”.
According to him, Nigeria
remains an attractive
investment destination, but
not-so-attractive in light of
security concerns.
He said BAA projected
3.23% economic growth
for 2022; the Federal
Government and the
National
Bureau
of
Statistics projected 4.2%;
the International Monetary
Fund projected 2.7%; while
the World Bank projected
2.5%.
“Inflation rate is expected
to moderate, but still doubledigit ,removal of oil and
electricity subsidies, lending
rate will remain doubledigit. Continuing pressure
, relentless imports and
shrinking capacity to pay
foreign bills, will likely force
the CBN to further devalue
the naira”, he said.
He added that there
would be “improvement
in infrastructure that
will positively impact the
cost of doing business
and improve government
revenue in the near term;
and intensified digitalisation
and ascendancy of the digital
economy”.
The President, CIBN, Dr
Bayo Olugbemi, said the
economic outlook event,
initiated in 2014, was
designed to bring together
captains of the industry,
subject matter experts,
seasoned
practitioners
and relevant stakeholders
to discuss emerging and
pertinent issues facing both
the national and global
economies as well as their
implications for businesses.

Cash-strapped Banks Borrowed
N9.17trn From CBN In Seven Months
BY CHARLES EBI

Deposit Money Banks
and Merchant Banks had
borrowed the sum of
N9.17trn from the Central
Bank of Nigeria through its
Standing Lending Facility
window within a period of
seven months, according to
figures obtained from the
banking sector regulator.
Banks often access the
CBN’s SLF window to borrow
funds, subject to certain
eligibility requirements, in
order to temporarily address
their short-term liquidity
needs.
Lenders also access the
CBN’s Standing Deposit
Facility window to deposit
their excess cash or reserves.
Economic reports obtained
from the CBN revealed that
lenders borrowed N7.27trn
via the SFL window during
the second quarter of 2021,
but reduced their borrowing
significantly to N1.39trn in
the third quarter. The reports

further showed that banks
borrowed N503.69bn from
the CBN in October.
The CBN third-quarter
report on the SLF and SDF
windows read in part, “The
increased level of liquidity
was further evident in the
pattern of transactions at
the bank’s standing facilities
window, as a total request for
Standing Deposit Facilities
by banks increased by 28.2%
to N568.15bn in the review
period, while request at the
standing lending window
declined significantly to
N1.39trn, from N7.27trn in
the second quarter of 2021”.
The CBN further stated
that
lending
activity
dominated at the standing
facility window, reflecting
liquidity constraints in the
segment in October.
It added that in October,
“Standing Lending Facility
during the month was
N503.69bn,
comprising
N337.78bn direct SLF
and N165.92bn Intra-day

Lending Facility converted
to overnight SLF,.
“Daily requests ranged
from N0.1bn to N108.2bn
and averaged N13.58bn in
the 15 transaction days,
while total interest earned
was N0.28bn.
“However, the total request
for the SLF in October 2021
represents a 31.7% decline,
compared with N737.72bn
in the preceding month”.
On the other hand, the
report added the total SDF in
October was N112.56bn, with
a daily average of N7.03bn in
16 transaction days, while
the cost incurred on the SDF
stood at N0.02bn.
The report noted that the
SDF for the month under
review was 43.8% lower than
the value in the previous
month ,N200.35bn.
According to the CBN’s
half-year activity report,
patronage at the SDF window
was low during the first half
of 2021 as the daily average
was N15.11bn, compared to

PenCom To Review Pension Act 2014
National Pension Commission
,PenCom, is set to review the
Pension Reform Act 2014.
At its retreat in Abuja, it
identified salient issues to be
reviewed in the act.
Present were stakeholders
from the National Assembly,
Pension Fund Operators
,PenOp, labour unions,
employers’ union, Civil
Society Organisations ,CSOs,
and others.
In a statement, the
commission said the National
Assembly would organise
a public hearing to enable
stakeholders to make input.
The Pension Reform Act 2014
was enacted following a review
of the one in 2004.
Director-General
of

PenCom Aisha Dahir-Umar
told participants that the
2014 Act codified one of
the most important socioeconomic initiatives of the
Federal Government, leading
to an industry that had assets
in excess of N13 trillion.
She noted that the
review
followed
some
implementation challenges
encountered with certain
sections.
“This is in addition
to persistent calls from
stakeholders
for
the
amendment
of
some
sections… which resulted in
several legislative initiatives
through sponsorship of
bills for amendment of the
PRA 2014 by the National

Assembly.
“Consequently,
the
commission…decided
to
coordinate and harmonise
the various efforts to achieve
a more comprehensive and
constructive exercise for the
review of the PRA 2014”, she
added.
Chairman,
Senate
Committee on Establishment
and Public Service Ibrahim
Shekarau said the 2004 Act
was reviewed in 2014 having
been implemented for 10
years.
Shekarau said the National
Assembly and PenCom were
being proactive by initiating
the second review less than
10 years after the first review
in response to the dynamism

N25.14bn recorded in the first
half of 2020.
The reduced volume of
transactions was due to
tight liquidity in the banking
system, the report stated.
Further reports on the first
half of 2021 showed that “In
the review period, patronage
at the SDF window declined
to an average daily amount
of N15.13bn for the 120
business days, from N25.14bn
for the 123 business days in
the corresponding period in
2020.
“Similarly, the average
daily interest payments on
the deposits decreased to
N2.38m, from N9.61m in
the corresponding period of
2020. The reduced volume of
transactions was due to tight
liquidity conditions in the
banking system”.
A former President,
Association of National
Accountants of Nigeria, Dr
Sam Nzekwe, commended the
CBN for playing its role as the
lender of last resort.

of the industry.
He said all laws are never
perfect and in the case of
PRA, between 2014 and now,
several developments have
necessitated a review of the
legislation.
Furthermore,
he stated that since his
assumption of duty in
the Senate, saddled with
responsibility for pension
matters, he has received
several submissions from
stakeholders requesting for a
review of some sections of the
PRA 2014.
He noted that not all the
agitations for the review of
the PRA 2014 are backed by
sound arguments, but they
show a need for a review of
the pension legislation.

Lagos State Internal Revenue
Service ,LIRS, has announced
January 31, 2022, as the
deadline for the filing of annual
tax returns by employers of
labour.
The LIRS said that the filing
of the annual income tax
returns in the state can only be
done through the e-Tax portal,
which has been built for the
convenience of the taxpayers.
According to a press statement
issued and signed by the Head,
Corporate Communications of
LIRS, Monsurat Amasa, this was
made known by the Executive
Chairman of LIRS, Ayodele
Subair, who urged employers of
Lagos residents to comply with
the January 31 deadline to avoid
payment of penalties as well as
other statutory sanctions.
Subair said that the taxpayer
ID of all employees is compulsory
for the annual income tax
returns to be successfully filed
on the e-Tax portal.
The
statement
partly
reads, “The LIRS also reminds
businesses and employers
of labour of their statutory
obligation to file annual income
tax returns pursuant to section
81 (2) of the Personal Income
Tax Act ,PITA, Cap P8 LFN 2004
,as amended. The Act stipulates
January 31st as the deadline
for filing of annual income tax
returns, failing which penalty
accrues.
‘’The Executive Chairman of
Lagos State Internal Revenue
Service, Mr. Ayodele Subair urges
all businesses and employers of
labour resident within Lagos
State, to file their annual income
tax returns on or before January
31, 2022, to avoid payment
of penalties as well as other
statutory sanctions.
‘’The only available platform
for filing of annual income tax
returns in Lagos State is the
LIRS e-Tax portal: https://etax.
lirs.net. The e-Tax portal is built
for the convenience of taxpayers,
is easy, convenient and safe. All
businesses and employers of
labour are advised to use the
e-Tax portal to file their returns.
’Taxpayer ID of all employees
is compulsory for the annual
income tax returns to be
successfully filed on the e-Tax
portal. Therefore, all employees
and taxable persons within the
State are advised to generate a
taxpayer ID ,where applicable,
and file their individual annual
income tax returns on the e-Tax
portal’’.
The LIRS in the statement said
that it has designated some staff
at its various offices to assist
taxpayers with using the e-Tax
portal and other filing related
issues as part of the agency’s
quest to ease compliance
obligations for taxpayers.
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Buhari Didn’t Approve Petrol
Subsidy Removal – Lawan
As Labour lists conditions

YAHAYA UMAR

President of the Senate,
Ahmad
Lawan,
says
President Muhammadu
Buhari has not asked any
official in his regime to
implement the removal of
petroleum subsidy.
Lawan disclosed this to
State House correspondents
after a meeting with the
President at the Aso Rock
Villa, Abuja.
According to him, the
purpose of his visit is to
convey the concerns of
the various constituencies
represented at the National
Assembly over certain
issues, especially the
proposed removal of fuel
subsidy.
The Minister of Finance,
Budget and National
Planning, Zainab Ahmed,
had last October said the
Federal Government would
provide petrol subsidy for
only the first six months
of 2022. This, she said, was
part of efforts to deregulate
the sector altogether.
She said, “In our 2022
budget, we only factored in
subsidies for the first half of
the year; in the second half
of the year, we are looking
at complete deregulation of
the sector, saving foreign
exchange and potentially
earning more from the oil
and gas industry”.
But Lawan said the
lawmakers were concerned
about the various agitations
and protests across the
country, a development that
necessitated his discussion
with Buhari.
He said, “Many of us are
very concerned with the
recent agitations, protests
and many citizens were so
concerned, our constituents
across the country are very
worried that the Federal
Government will remove
the petroleum subsidy.
And for us as legislators
representing the people,
this must be of interest to
us.
“And we’ve just finished
our recess; we have gone
home to our constituencies
and senatorial districts. We
felt the pulse of our people.
And I found it necessary to

Lawan

visit Mr President, as the
leader of our government
and our leader in the
country, to discuss this
particular issue of concern
to Nigerians. I’m happy to
inform Nigerians that Mr
President never told anyone
that the petroleum subsidy
should be removed.
I know, and I agree that
the subsidy is hefty. But
I think we must never
transfer the burden to the
citizens. We need to look
at the quoted figure of
maybe 100 million litres
that people claim we’re
consuming. Is it real? I
mean, is it either under
recoveries or subsidy? Is
it 100 million litres per
day? How on earth are we
consuming that?
“We need to look at
this critically and see how
we can find the truth.
This is because I am not
convinced that within the
boundaries of Nigeria,
we are consuming 100
million litres. Probably
neighbouring countries may
benefit from this. Can’t we
do something about it?”
Asked what will happen
next since the 2022 budget
does not provide for subsidy,
Lawan said, “No, I’m not
going to speculate on that.
But I’m telling you what I
know from my discussions

with Mr President, and I
don’t want to go beyond
that kind of understanding.
“He didn’t tell anybody
that we should remove
petroleum subsidies. And
those of us who represent
the people know how people
are already stressed over and
over again, this is going to
kill everyone if people don’t
say what we know is going to
be too much for them”.
“So, I want to commend
Mr President that he didn’t
order anybody to say that
petroleum subsidies will
be removed, even though
we know it’s a burden. So
it’s now our task, as an
administration, we must
find a solution. Let’s go and
lock ourselves somewhere”,
he added.
In a related development,
Organised labour have
listed conditions the Federal
Government must meet
before it would be allowed
to stop subsidising Premium
Motor Spirit, popularly
called petrol.
Officials of the Trade
Union Congress, Nigeria
Labour Congress, Petroleum
and Natural Gas Senior Staff
Association of Nigeria,
among others, spoke at the
Annual General Meeting
and inauguration of the
newly elected National
Executive Committee of

the Independent Petroleum
Marketers Association of
Nigeria in Abuja.
The National President,
Trade Union Congress,
Quadri Olaleye, said
the energy crisis in
Nigeria was “solely due
to the incompetence
and corruption of the
government”.
He said, “The fuel subsidy
and the proposed hike
in fuel price is a rather
prominent and recurring
one. Nigeria is the only
OPEC member country
that imports more than 90
to 95% of refined petroleum
products for consumption.
“Nigeria has a total of
five refineries across the
country of which four are
owned and managed by
the government, and one
by NDPR ,Niger Delta
Petroleum
Resources
Limited.
“It might interest you
to know that none of
the
government-owned
refineries is functioning,
yet in the past 10 years
alone, the government has
wasted about $9.5bn for
turnaround maintenance
of the moribund refineries”.
Olaleye noted that the
TUC was not against the
removal of the fuel subsidy
if it would yield positive
results.

“Rather, we are inquisitive
as to what the government
has to offer following the
removal”, he stated.
The TUC president added,
“How can we trust the
government and be certain
that they will actually
remove it this time round,
because in the past, they
have claimed to remove the
so-called ‘subsidy’, so how
can what has been removed
be removed again?
“Will
there
be
construction and utilisation
of modular refineries as the
government has previously
promised and failed to
deliver? Will there be a
rehabilitation of existing
moribund refineries?
“What
will
the
government do to put
an end to dependence
on imported fuel? It is
imperative to note these
questions because we need
adequate answers on what
the government has to offer
as failed promises from the
government have become
the order of the day”.
The TUC demanded that
if the subsidy was eventually
removed, the government
should engage more on
expenditures that were
beneficial to the economy
rather than projects that
generate losses.
“There should be the

establishment of modular
refineries and construction
of functioning refineries in
the country”, Olaleye said.
He added, “Proactive
committees must be set
up to check, balance, and
ensure successful execution
of projects and to generally
oversee activities.
“The moribund refineries
must be active and we
must put an end to the
counterproductive
acts
of importing petroleum
products when we can
refine here and sell at a
competitive price”.
He said Nigeria had the
capacity to meet these
demands and even diversify
like advanced countries,
“but that will not happen
because the current political
class does not want it.
“Finally, if these demands
are not met, organised
labour shall respond. Also
speaking on the issue of
petrol subsidy, the National
President, IPMAN, Debo
Ahmed, gave credence to the
position of the TUC.
He said, “We are in
support
of
subsidy
removal but there are some
conditions that we have
that should be met, such as
the availability of products,
proximity of supply, and
other related issues.
What we would love to
see is that the government
makes sure that most of
these moribund refineries
are on the ground and
functioning.
“If most of these
refineries are working,
it will be easy for the
implementation of subsidy
removal, because products
will not be subjected to
foreign exchange”.
Ahmed added, “It will
enhance local production
with improved sales. We
want them to make sure
that these refineries are
working and proximity to
products is made available”.
The debate around fuel
subsidy removal has dragged
for as long as the federal and
state governments have
been calling for its removal
due to its depleting impact
on their monthly revenues.
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Naira Falls To
N581/$1 At
Peer-To-Peer
Parallel Market
Naira has fallen to a record
low at the peer-to-peer
(P2P) parallel market to
trade for as high as N581.1
to a dollar. This is according
to
observations
by
Nairametrics analysts on
P2P exchange applications.
At
N581.4/$1
it
represents a 0.8% decline
compared to N576.6/$1
recorded as of the end of
the previous week, hitting
a record low. Meanwhile,
exchange rate at the black
market currently trades
flat at $571/$ same as
recorded in the previous
trading session.
On the other hand,
a look at the official
Investors and Exporters
window shows that naira
closed at N416.33/$1 on
Monday, 17th January
2022, representing a
marginal
appreciation
compared to N416.5/$1
recorded on Friday, last
week.
In a previous week, a
sum of $631.89 million
exchanged hands at the
official forex market,
which is higher than the
$442.59 million recorded
in the previous week.
Meanwhile, Nigeria’s
foreign reserve lost
$62.59 million on Monday,
17th January 2022,
representing a 0.15%
decline to stand at $40.42
billion, increasing the yearto-date loss to $104.27
million.
P2P forex market, a
short form for peer-topeer, which basically
means you are transacting
in foreign currencies
directly with a dealer from
an online platform.
This process does not
involve any middleman;
hence you will bargain
directly with the dealer,
who might not be in
Nigeria, you transfer Naira
to them, and they send the
dollar equivalent to you.
It is another form of the
parallel market; however,
the chances are that the
rate could be slightly
different from the BDCs
(middlemen effect). It
could be as a result of a
barter too. Someone who
needs naira could trade
with another who needs
dollars/pounds etc.

Tougher Times Ahead As FG
Announce Petrol Hike To N350/Litre
poverty, food items, FX scarcity, job losses looms

BY CYRIL OGAR

The Federal Government
on Wednesday Announced
increase in the price of
Premium Motor Spirit (PMS)
to N350 per litre effective
from 1st February as the
Government has concluded
plans to remove subsidy on
the product as part of the
ongoing implementation of
the Petroleum Industry Act
(PIA).
This is as double-digit
inflation persists in the
country, Nigerians, especially
the middle class, have called
for immediate remedies,
lamenting that indeed, the
situation has rendered them
poorer
AljazirahNigeria gathered
that the skyrocketing oil price,
expected to hit $100 per barrel

before the end of this year, will
also push prices of petroleum
products to a record high and
worsen the spike in price
of Liquefied Petroleum Gas
(LPG).
The Nigerian National
Petroleum
Corporation
(NNPC) had last week
disclosed that it spent a total
of N905.27 billion on petrol
subsidy in eight months amid
rising global oil prices.
With the international oil
benchmark, Brent crude, at
$82.39 per barrel yesterday,
the landing cost of imported
petrol is expected to increase,
jacking up pump price of
petrol.
The price of diesel has
already skyrocketed to N350
per litre, an indication that
may further worsen plight

of local manufacturers and
businesses, which largely
rely on the product for power
generation in the face of
erratic power supply in the
country.
Amid plan to increase
electricity tariff as part of the
implementation of the MultiYear Tariff Order (MYTO),
most stakeholders, feared
increase in prices of goods
and services, high inflation,
foreign exchange challenges
as well as poverty surge.
While
President
Muhammadu
Buhari
presented a borrowing
dependent budget of N16.39
trillion to the joint session
of the National Assembly
last week, the current global
energy crisis would have been
a bumper harvest for oil and

gas dependent countries
like Nigeria, as current price
increase already created a
windfall of over $1 trillion
revenue for international oil
companies, but the lack of
local refining capacity meant
that import of products
(aviation fuel, PMS, diesel,
LPG and others) would erode
projected gains.
While over N1.2 trillion has
reportedly been expended on
petrol subsidy alone since
the Federal Government
brought back the scheme
through the back door despite
no budgetary allocation
in the 2021 budget, the
current move to remove the
opaque scheme may provide
more money for budget
implementation, but may
worsen consumers’ plight.

Sylva

Consumer Goods Stocks That Outperformed
2021 Average Inflation Rate Of 16.98%

BY ALIYU GALADIMA

As we review the general
performance of the year 2021,
it is crucial that we also weigh
the performance of our equities
investment against the average
inflation rate of the year to help
gauge the worthiness of such
investments.
The Nigerian Exchange
Limited (NGX) closed the year
on a positive note appreciating
by 6.07% year to date, in
comparison with the average
inflation rate of 16.98% in
2021. If you invested in the 7
consumer goods stocks listed
below, the effect of the inflation
rate would have been eroded.
Interestingly, the list is
dominated by millers, breweries
and oil palm refinery companies
in pairs, while livestock feeds

stands alone. The top five (5) of
the 7 stocks that attained this
feat are listed below:
Honeywell Flour Mills Plc
Honeywell Flour Mills Plc is
a flour milling company that
is principally engaged in the
manufacturing and marketing
of wheat-based food products,
such as flour, semolina, whole
wheat meal, noodles and pasta.
The miller’s share price gained
a total of 183.33% year to date
and outperformed the average
inflation rate by 166.35%.
During the year, industrypeer Flourmills Plc announced
the acquisition of 71.69%
stake in Honeywell Flour
Mills Plc for N80 billion,
which was a major catalyst
for the rallying witnessed in
the shares of Honeywell Plc.
The announcement triggered

a jump in the price of the
company’s shares making it
the best-performing consumer
goods company in 202.
In the 6 months ended
September 30 2021, its
financial statement revealed a
73.04% growth in profit after
tax from N204 million to N353
million and a 19.32% growth in
revenue. Honeywell Flour Mills
Plc is trading around N3.37 at
the time of writing this report.
Champion Breweries Plc
Champion Breweries is
the 4th largest brewery on
the Exchange by market
capitalization.
Champion Breweries Plc is an
established brewery in Nigeria
manufacturing Champion Lager
Beer and Champ Malta as well
as a selection of non-alcoholic
beverages. The company also

brews and packages products
under contract for Nigerian
Breweries Plc.
The company’s share price
gained a total of 173.26% at
the end of 2021, outperforming
the average inflation rate by
156.28%.
The brewery recorded
revenue growth of 44.72% in
the 9-months ended September
2021, from N4.89 billion in the
corresponding period of 2020
to N7.08 billion. Net profit
for the period appreciated
significantly by 969.45%,
the highest amongst all four
breweries in the same period.
This impressive performance
could be the motivating factor
behind the growth in its share
price. Champion Breweries was
trading at N2.43 at the time of
writing this report.

SEC Warns
Market
Operators
Against Working
With Clients
Linked
Nigeria’s
security
and
Exchange Commission has
notified Capital Market
Operators (CMOs) not to
work with clients related to
proscribed terrorist groups
in any part of Nigeria.
The SEC disclosed this in a
circular after Nigeria’s Justice
Ministry revealed a gazette
declaring bandit groups
operating in any parts of the
country as Terrorists
They added that existing
CMOs would be screened
prior to executing any
transaction from the date of
the circular.
The SEC warned that
“Capital Market Operators
(CMOs)
are
hereby
notified that in line with
the requirements of the
Terrorism Prevention Act
(No. 10,2011) and Terrorism
(Prevention) Proscription
Order Motion, 2021, the
Federal Government of
Nigeria has declared the
activities of “YAN BINDIGA
GROUP”, YAN TA’ADDA
GROUP AND OTHER
SIMILAR Groups in any part
of Nigeria as Terrorism and
Illegal.”
The SEC added that the FG
has proscribed their existence
and restrained any person
or group of persons from
participating in any manner
whatsoever in any form in the
activities of any of the groups.
They also stated that
Capital Market Operators
(CMOs) are required to
screen and verify every
client against the aboveproscribed groups and any
other proscribed terrorist
group(s), citing the United
Nation Security Council
Resolutions (UNSCRs) list,
Office of Foreign Assets
Control (OFAC) list, etc. prior
to the on-boarding of a new
client and when carrying out
one-off transaction(s).
It also urged CMOs to
file suspicious transaction
reports (STRs) immediately
to the Nigerian Financial
Intelligence Unit.
The FG released a gazette
last week signed by the
Attorney General of the
Federation and Minister of
Justice, Abubakar Malami,
SAN officially declaring bandit
groups operating in any parts
of the country as Terrorists
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From left: Ekiti State APC Governorship Aspirants, Otunba Ademola-Popoola; Sen. Opeyemi Bamidele; Bamidele Fagbarunsi; and former Ekiti State Governorship Aspirant, Dipo Ogunkoyode,
PHOTO: ANTHONY ALABI/JMH/NAN
after their screening at the party’s National Secretary in Abuja, yesterday.

APC Convention: Group Warns Against
Electing Indicted Aspirants
BY CALEB ISHAYA

As the ruling All Progressives Congress, APC,
is preparing for its forthcoming national
convention, South-south Emerging Leaders’
Forum, SELF, has warned leaders of the party
not to elect some former governors and
individuals in the race who have been indicted
for some financial crimes in the country.
In a statement issued Wednesday in Abuja,
the national coordinator of the group, Barrister
Preye Wilson, cautioned that the APC does not
need a national chairman that will be dragging
in and out of the anti-corruption agencies.
According to him, it is time for the ruling
party to deviate from past experiences
of electing former governors as national
chairman.
While making reference to a media
report titled: “APC faces integrity test, five
chairmanship aspirants on EFCC radar”, the
South-south forum warned that if any of these
allegedly indicted chairmanship aspirants is
elected as a national chairman, the party will
be easily blackmailed by the opposition parties
and other critics.
The forum, however, urged the party
delegates and leaders at all levels to consider
a brilliant Senator, Mohammed Sani Musa’s
integrity, track records, firmness and
simplicity among those parading themselves

as chairmanship aspirants in APC.
“For us in the South-South Emerging
Leaders’ Forum, we believe that the best way
the ruling party can continue to discourage
corruption as clearly stated in the agenda of
President Muhammadu Buhari is to elect a new
national chairman that’s free of EFCC or ICPC
cases.
“We also note that since the successful
merger process that produced the ruling APC,
former governors have had enough time. From

our father, the former governor of Osun State,
Chief Bisi Akande, who was succeeded by
another former governor of Edo State, Chief
John Odigie Oyegun and later to another
former governor of Edo State, Comrade Adams
Oshiomhole, we feel it is time to try a Senator
and a competent hand at that.
“We therefore appeal to President
Muhammadu Buhari, Senate President and
Speaker, former and serving governors, and
all the APC leaders at all levels to support the

aspiration of Senator Mohammed Sani Musa
from Niger State to emerge the next national
chairman of APC.
“We believe that if given the chance the
governing APC will not regret. We have taken
our time to investigate all the aspirants, we
have listened to them on various platforms
and also read about their plans for the party
and therefore come to a conclusion that Senator
representing Niger East is currently the best to
lead an anti-corruption political party.

Good Governance Germane To Sustainable Devt. – Oyetola
Osun State Governor Adegboyega Oyetola says
good governance is key to sustainable socioeconomic development of every given polity.
Oyetola said this during an engagement
programme, organised by the state’s Civic
Engagement Centre yesterday in Eti-Oni Asalu,
Oriade South Local Council Development Area.
Represented by his Special Adviser on Civic
Engagement, Mr Olatunbosun Oyintiloye, the
governor said every responsible government at
all levels must be committed to the sanctity of
good and productive governance in the country.
Oyetola noted that his administration would
continue to uphold the pace of good governance
in both ideas and principles, especially in the

area of infrastructural and human capital
development.
He said that the importance of good
governance, policy consistency, reforms and
sustainable economic growth could not be
over-emphasised in achieving a virile polity to
positively impact the masses.
According to him, this is why his
administration has not reneged on executing
a series of programmes and policies initiated
by his administration.
He said: “The current administration has
equally recorded a plethora of giant strides
and achievements in critical sectors, such as
infrastructure, health, security, education and

social welfare, among others.
“The essence of this quest is not only to
position the state on the path of viable socioeconomic prosperity but also to improve
people’s standard of living and wellbeing.
“It then behooves on the good people of this
state to rally round the government beyond the
current dispensation with a view to sustaining
the development and allow continuity of value
added services for the benefits of all,” he added.
Earlier in his remarks, the Oloni of EtiOni Asalu, Oba Rasak Aluko, commended the
governor for completing Iperindo-Ipetu Ijesa
road which was started by the immediate past
administration.
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Yari Not APC Registered Member – Shinkafi

BY CALEB ISHAYA

Ahead of the ruling All Progressives Congress,
APC, National Convention, an aspirant for
the chairmanship position Dr. Sani Abdullahi
Shinkafi, Wamban Shinkafi, has knocked his
counterpart, the former governor of the State,
Alhaji Abdulaziz Yari of being unregistered
member of the party.
Shinkafi made this declaration while briefing
journalists at the APC National Secretariat
on his plans for the party when given the
chairmanship position.
According to him, Yari has turned himself
into a Mini god when he became governor and
after leaving power he still wants to control the
affairs of the party in the state.
“let me put it clearly and let me make a
categorical statement for your record as far as
the record of the APC National leadership is
concern, in my first day of my first briefing I
have made more emphasis on the credible and
verifiable membership register, I challenge you
and anyone of you here to meet Abdulaziz Yari
and ask him let him show you his authentic
revalidated membership card as a card carrying
member of the APC.
“Yari is already automatically disqualified
from this race and based on that I don’t want
our state to take risk of not participating or
not taking slots in our great party and I have
decided to cue in because he is no longer the
member of the party. And if you go and verify
his ward, his name is not in the register, he has

Shinkafi

no authentic membership registration.
The aspirant noted that a committee was
constituted by Mai Mala Buni caretaker
committee to go and revalidate a membership
registration, according to him up till today
Umar Lawal has not submitted the report.

“Somebody like Yerima Makura who served
as a governor for eight years, Senator for twelve
years, a very renowned politician was denied to
be registered by that committee; a lot of people
were denied including the present governor
when he defected and me”.

“The critical stakeholders were denied
registration and that is in the first exercise and
that was the reason why the new committee
was created and they refused to go and register
“, he lamented.
Speaking further on his plans for the party
if given the opportunity to serve, he said, the
wide experience as the immediate past National
Secretary of the All Progressives Grand Alliance,
APGA and the immediate past Secretary of the
Board of Trustees of APGA, he believes that he
has what it takes to pilot the affairs of the APC
and take it to greater heights.
“I would like to continue with the great job
being done by the Acting National Chairman of
the Caretaker and Extra Ordinary Convention
Planning Committee, CECPC, His Excellency
Malam Mai Bunu in re-organizing and making
the party the greatest party in Nigeria.
“As I present myself to contest the position
of the National chairman of our great party, it
is pertinent to reflect on what the constitute
the APC, as a progressive party which represent
the collective will of over 41 million registered
members of the party in all the 36 states of
the Federation and Federal Capital Territory
,FCT, Abuja.
“It is my hope that if and when elected
as National Chairman of the party, we will
reposition and reorganize the party based
on its philosophy of social democracy which
basically means people oriented, membership
mobilization and recruitment and mass based
political organization”.

2023: Former Lagos Council Chairmen Pledge Support For Tinubu
Former Council Chairmen in Lagos State
yesterday began mobilisation for the
presidential aspiration of the All Progressives
Congress, APC National Leader, Asiwaju Bola
Tinubu.
The former helmsmen under the aegis of
‘Grassroots Network for Asiwaju Bola Tinubu,
GNAT,’ described the eminent politician as a
great benefactor, who has built many actors,
including Governor Kayode Fayemi, Muiz
Banire, SAN, Lai Mohammed, Rauf Aregbesola
and Babatunde Fashola.
GNAT comprises serving and former local
government chairmen, councillors, supervisors,
secretaries to the local government, secretaries
to education, special advisers, special assistants
and other political appointees at the local
government level across the country.
GNAT leader, Abiodun Mafe, who spoke at
the lunch of the group in Lagos, said the foot
soldiers cannot afford to be ingrate to the
former Lagos governor, who played a great role
in their rise to prominence.
Former Bariga Council chairman Omoyele

Suleiman Irish, who launched the organization
said:”We will travel round the nooks and
crannies of Nigeria to mobilise for Asiwaju to
actualise his dream of a greater Nigeria that
works”.
A party chieftain from Kano State, Abdullahi
Tanko Yakassai, said Tinubu is the answer
to the myriad of problems confronting the
country.
He advised members of the group to go back
to the grassroots to mobilise and secure the
commitment of the people towards Tinubu’s
bid for the presidency.
Former All Progressives Grand Alliance
,APGA, governorship aspirant in Anambra
State Rommy Okoli described Tinubu as a gift
to Nigeria, whose benevolence cuts across the
six geo-political zones.
He praised the presidential aspirant for
his courage, investment in pro-democracy
crusade, achievements in Lagos as
governor, political mentoring and belief in
national unity, assuring that he will bring
development to Nigeria, if elected.
Hailing Tinubu for entering the race, party
chieftain Queen Ajagbe said the former

governor who made Lagos a model will also
make Nigeria a reference point in the comity
of nations.
At the ceremony held at the Lagos
Airport Hotel, Ikeja, Seye Oladejo, Kehinde
Bamigbetan, Ayodele Adewale, Wale
Odunlami, Kamal Bayewu, Samuel Adedayo,
Hon. Bamgbose, Hon. Labinjo and other
former local government chairmen.
Mafe justified Tinubu’s bid, saying that
he is a credible, reliable, tested, trusted and
accomplished Nigerian.
He said he will consolidate on the
achievements of President Muhammadu
Buhari.
He described Tinubu as a true defender
of the right of states as component
units of the federation to perform their
constitutional obligations as enshrined
in the constitution without interference,
oppressive subjugation and autocratic
garrulity of a president that violates the
spirit and letters of the constitution.
Mafe recalled that Tinubu tried to unlock
the gridlock by creating 37 additional local
governments in 2003.

He said:”We would be ignorant to forget
so soon that Asiwaju courageously and
innovatively kept the local governments
running for years while the Federal
Government seized the legitimate earnings
of Lagos State.
“Asiwaju sacrificed and flogged himself
night and day to keep the 37 babies that
were born from dying. He refused to commit
their abortion.
For that demonstration of sacrifice and
courage, the entire political appointees
and civil servants in the local government
system in Lagos State and our comrades
and allies across Nigeria believe the occasion
of Asiwaju’s declaration to run for the
presidency of Nigeria is payback time for
the local government operatives in Nigeria”.
He added, “We are happy to announce
that, there exists now a nationwide
grassroots movement of local government
operatives determined to ensure that
Asiwaju Bola Ahmed Tinubu picks the
ticket of the All Progressives Congress
and proceeds to win the 2023 presidential
election”.

Concede Presidency To South East, Group Urges Other Zones

Tinubu

National Leader of Ndigbo United Peoples
Assembly, NUPA, Chief Bartho Igwedibia,
has appealed to other geo-political zones in
the country to concede the next president to
the South-East zone.
Igwedibia made the call yesterday, during
an interactive session with newsmen in
Awka.
He said the southeast had yet to produce
the president since the current democratic
governance.

“If equity, fairness and justice must be
considered in the choice of where the next
president of the country should come from,
it should be the South-east.
“The zone is endowed with highly equipped
technocrats and politicians that can lead
Nigeria into the league of advanced nations.
“Obviously, when an Igbo man is in charge,
all that he wants is result and with such spirit,
the nation can tackle the myriad of challenges
impeding development”, Igwedibia said.

He further appealed to presidential
aspirants from the zone to exhibit maturity
in their quest for the position.
He called for a forum of Igbo leaders,
where the various interests would be
harmonised and the most credible aspirant
chosen.
He said that NUPA as a grassroots
organisation is ready to work with any
credible person backed by the zone to ensure
that the project is realised.
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PDP Shifts Osun
Gubernatorial
Screening Appeals
To Monday, Jan. 24
Peoples
Democratic
Party,
PDP, has shifted its Osun State
Gubernatorial Screening Appeals,
earlier scheduled for Jan. 19, to
Monday, Jan. 24.
The party disclosed this in
a statement by its National
Organising Secretary, Mr Umar
Bature, on Tuesday night in Abuja.
The party said that the venue
of the exercise remains the PDP
National Secretariat, Abuja, at 10
a.m. prompt.
It urged all gubernatorial
aspirants and critical stakeholders
of the party in Osun State to take
note of the change in date and be
guided accordingly.

Matawalle Appoints
250 Additional
Political Appointees
BY IBRAHIM G. AHMAD

Gov. Bello Matawalle of Zamfara
State has appointed 250 additional
political appointees to aid
governance.
The Director-General on Political
Affairs and Inter Party Relations,
Alhaji Mikailu Aliyu, made the
disclosure while addressing
newsmen in Gusau, yesterday.
Aliyu said the rationale behind
the appointment was to ensure
that good governance reached the
grassroots and communities.
He said that since the inception
of the administration, the governor
had appointed 25 Commissioners,
55 Special Advisers, 72 DirectorsGeneral and 12 board members.
He said the 250 political
appointees
included
eight
directors-general and 242 senior
special assistants, bringing the
total number of political appointees
in the state to 1,700.
The director-general also
dismissed the accusation that the
State government was after one
Shamsu Shehu, Chairman Marafa
Social Media, describing the
allegation as “baseless”.
He
said
Matawalle’s
administration
was
peace
loving, and he allows freedom of
expression and political association
among citizens of the State.

Yakubu

Don’t Simply Lament Get
Involved — INEC Advises Voters
BY CALEB ISHAYA

Independent National Electoral
Commission, INEC, has implored
Civil Society Organisations, CSOs,
and the citizens, especially youths,
to get involved in deepening the
country’s democracy.
INEC Chairman, Prof. Mahmood
Yakubu at the commission’s
consultative meeting with CSOs
yesterday in Abuja, said that
citizens should not just lament
but get involved in the democratic
process.
Yakubu advised CSOs to sensitise
voters, especially the youth who
constituted the larger percentage
in the voter register, to come out
and vote on election days.
He disclosed that as at Jan. 17 a
total of 8,260,076 Nigerians had
commenced or completed their
registrations and applications in
the ongoing Continuous Voter
Registration, with the youths
consistently maintaining the lead.

eligible Nigerians who have not
registered to do so.
“At the same time, we want you
to continue to sensitise them that
those who had registered at any
time previously need not register
again.
“For those who have completed
the registration, the commission
is right now undertaking the most
comprehensive cleaning up of the
data to ensure that only eligible
citizens are added to the voters’
register for the 2023 general
elections.
“We will share our findings with
Nigerians very soon. The actual
dates for the collection of the
Permanent Voter Cards ,PVCs,
nationwide will also be announced
very soon”, Yakubu said.
On the elections in the Federal
Capital Territory, FCT, Yakubu
said that in the next few weeks
INEC would intensify stakeholder
engagements, the monitoring
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of campaigns by political parties
and preparations for election day
activities.
On the distribution of voters to
polling units in the FCT, Yakubu said
that 593 out of 2,822 ,21%, of the
total PUs in territory did not have
voter cards.
Yakubu said it was because voters
failed to take advantage of the
expansion of access to transfer to
their new polling units.
“The commission looks forward
to the support of civil society
organisations to encourage voters
who wish to transfer from their
present polling units to new ones
created as part of the commission’s
expansion of access to polling units
across the country.
“After all, the support of civil
society organisations is crucial to the
success of the recent expansion of
voter access to polling units for the
first time in 25 years since the initial
delimitation in 1996”, Yakubu said.
Speaking on behalf of the CSOs,
Grace Jerry said the organisations
have been working to ensure that all
the gaps in the Amended Electoral
Act were closed and the bill assented
to by the president.
Jerry also commended INEC for
deepening Nigeria`s democracy
and for the successful conduct of
the Anambra governorship election
in spite of the daunting challenges
that characterised the election.
She called for necessary support
for INEC to make the forthcoming
Ekiti and Osun governorship
elections, as well as the FCT Area
Council elections, a success, saying
all hands must be on deck.
Jerry also advised INEC to ensure
that the elections were peaceful and
for registered voters to get their
Permanent Voter Cards , PVCs on
time.
“One of the challenges that we met
during the Anambra governorship
election was that voters were not
able to access their PVCs in time.
“This is an area that we would
like the commission to look into
seriously so that citizens will be able
to vote and ensure that they exercise
their franchise.
“I also would like INEC to ensure
that these elections are inclusive”,
he said.
Jerry said the CSOs wanted to
ensure that people with disabilities
in FCT came out to exercise their
franchise effectively and unaided.

2022 National Convention: APC Caretaker
Committee Approves Schedule
BY CALEB ISHAYA

Matawalle

“Since the exercise commenced
in June 2021, INEC has so far
published 36 weekly reports which
show a consistent pattern of young
Nigerians between the ages of
18 and 34 years constituting the
largest majority of registrants.
“In terms of occupation, students
constitute the largest majority of
registrants which is consistent with
the dominance of young Nigerians
as voters.
“We will continue to work with
all stakeholders, especially the civil
society organisations to sensitise
the youths and other categories
of voters to ensure that beyond
registration, they come out and vote
on election days.
“We should not simply lament,
criticise and condemn. We must
get involved for the good of our
democracy and the country”,
Yakubu said.
He appreciated the role of CSOs
in encouraging and mobilising
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Ruling All Progressives Congress,
APC, Caretaker/Extraordinary
Convention Planning Committee,
CECPC, Wednesday approved
the schedule of the forthcoming
national convention.
A statement signed by Sen.
John James Akpanudoedehe,
the National secretary of the
CECPC, said the committee at its
19 regular meetings considered
and adopted the timetable/

schedule of activities for the 26th
February, 2022 APC National
Convention.
According to the statement,
Receiving of the Interim Report
of the National Reconciliation
Committee will be on January
31, 2022.
“Consideration and adoption of
Reports of State Congresses on
February 2, Inauguration of the
State Executives on February 3,
and February 14, will be Sales
of Forms to all aspirants vying

for National Offices at the APC
National Secretariat.
He noted that Submission
of completed forms and
accompanying documents ,APC
National Secretariat, on or before
February 19.
February 19 will be
Publication of Sub-Committees
while Screening of all aspirants
vying for National Offices will be
on February 20 – 22, 2022.
“Screening Appeals to hear
and resolve complaints arising

from the screening exercise on
February 23, 2022, Accreditation
of all statutory and elected
delegates to the National
Convention on February 24 –
25, 2022”.
National Convention to elect
National Officers to the National
Executive Committee, NEC,
February 26, 2022. The National
Convention Appeal to hear and
resolve complaints arising from
the National Convention on
February 28, 2022.
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Ngorongoro Crater

Ngorongoro Crater: World’s Largest Volcanic Caldera
Ngorongoro Crater, extinct volcanic caldera in the Eastern
(Great) Rift Valley, northern Tanzania. It lies 75 miles (120 km)
west of the town of Arusha. Tourists may find this unmatchable
beautiful piece of nature an interesting destination.
The name of the crater has an onomatopoeic
origin; it was named by the Maasai pastoralists
after the sound produced by the cowbell (ngoro
ngoro). Based on fossil evidence found at the
Olduvai Gorge, various hominid species have
occupied the area for 3 million years.
Hunter-gatherers were replaced by
pastoralists a few thousand years ago. The
Mbulu came to the area about 2,000 years ago
and were joined by the Datooga around the year
1700. Both groups were driven from the area
by the Maasai in the 1800s. Piece
No Europeans are known to have set foot
in the Ngorongoro Crater until 1892, when it
was visited by Oscar Baumann. Two German
brothers (Adolph and Friedrich Siedentopf)
farmed in the crater until the outbreak of
World War I, after leasing the land from the
administration of German East Africa. The
brothers regularly organized shooting parties
to entertain their German friends. They also
attempted to drive the wildebeest herds out
of the crater.
In 1921, the first game preservation
ordinance was passed, which restricted hunting
to permit holders throughout Tanzania. In
1928, hunting was prohibited on all land within
the crater rim, except the former Siedentopf
farms. The National Park Ordinance of 1948
(implemented in 1951) created the Serengeti
National Park (SNP). This, however, caused
problems with the Maasai and other tribes,
resulting in the Ngorongoro Conservation
Area Ordinance (1959) that separated the
conservation area from the national park.

Maasai pastoralists living in Serengeti
National Park were systematically relocated
to Ngorongoro, increasing the population of
Maasai and livestock living in the Crater. The
Ngorongoro Conservation Area Authority
was established by the Game Park Laws
(miscellaneous amendments) Act, 1976, and
owns the majority of Ngorongoro Conservation
Area land, including the Crater. The area
became a UNESCO World Heritage Site in
1979. The Wildlife Conservation Act of 2009
further restricted human use of Ngorongoro
Crater and created a legal framework to
politically disenfranchise and forcibly displace
traditional pastoralists.
The restriction on land use generates tension
between the local Maasai communities and

“

The southern and
eastern boundaries are
approximately defined
by the rim of the East
African Rift wall, which
also prevents animal
migration in these
directions.

conservation authorities. The International
Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) is
seeking solutions to ease conflict and improve
collaborative efforts towards conservation with
the locals.
The conservation area land is multi-use and
unique because it is the only conservation
area in Tanzania that protects wildlife while
allowing human habitation. Land use is
controlled to prevent negative effects on the
wildlife population. For example, cultivation is
prohibited at all but subsistence levels.
The area is part of the Serengeti ecosystem
and, to the northwest, adjoins the SNP and
is contiguous with the southern Serengeti
plains. These plains also extend to the north
into the unprotected Loliondo division and are
kept open to wildlife through transhumance
pastoralism practiced by the Maasai.
The south and west of the area are volcanic
highlands, including the famous Ngorongoro
Crater and the lesser known Empakaai Crater.
The southern and eastern boundaries are
approximately defined by the rim of the East
African Rift wall, which also prevents animal
migration in these directions.
The main feature of the Ngorongoro
Conservation Authority is the Ngorongoro
Crater, the world’s largest inactive, intact and
unfilled volcanic caldera.The crater, which
formed when a large volcano exploded and
collapsed on itself two to three million years
ago, is 610 metres (2,000 feet) deep and its
floor covers 260 square kilometres (100 square
miles). Estimates of the height of the original
volcano range from 4,500 to 5,800 metres
(14,800 to 19,000 feet) high. The crater floor
is 1,800 metres (5,900 feet) above sea level. The
crater was voted by Seven Natural Wonders as
one of the Seven Natural Wonders of Africa
in Arusha, Tanzania, in February 2013. The
Ngorongoro volcano was active from about

2.45 to 2 million years ago.
The volcanic eruptions like that of
Ngorongoro, which resulted in the formation
of Ngorongoro Crater in Tanzania, were very
common. Similar collapses occurred in the case
of Olmoti and Empakaai, but they were much
smaller in magnitude and impact.
Out of the two recent volcanoes to the
northeast of the Empakaai caldera, Kerimasi
and Ol Doinyo Lengai, Doinyo Lengai is still
active and had major eruptions in 2007 and
2008. Smaller ash eruptions and lava flows
continue to slowly fill the current crater. Its
name is Maasai for ‘Mountain of God’.
LAKE MAGADI
The Munge Stream drains Olmoti Crater to the
north, and is the main water source draining
into the seasonal salt lake in the center of
the crater. This lake is known by two names:
Makat as the Maasai called it, meaning salt;
and Magadi. The Lerai Stream drains the
humid forests to the south of the Crater, and
it feeds the Lerai Forest on the crater floor –
when there is enough rain, the Lerai drains
into Lake Magadi as well. Extraction of water
by lodges and Ngorongoro Conservation Area
headquarters reduces the amount of water
entering Lerai by around 25%.
The other major water source in the crater
is the Ngoitokitok Spring, near the eastern
crater wall. There is a picnic site here open to
tourists and a huge swamp fed by the spring,
and the area is inhabited by hippopotamuses,
elephants, lions and many others. Many other
small springs can be found around the crater’s
floor, and these are important water supplies
for the animals and local Maasai, especially
during times of drought. Masai were previously
permitted to graze their cattle within the
crater, but as of 2015 were restricted from
doing so.
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Senate Urges Blockage Of Fleeing Terrorists’ Route
STORIES BY ABDUL LATEEF BAMGBOSE

The Senate has urged the military
and security agencies in the country
to closely monitor and block the
escape routes used by bandits and
fleeing terrorists to forestall their
relocation to safe havens in other
parts of Niger State and the country.
This was just as it urged the
National Emergency Management
Agency (NEMA) to provide food and
other livelihood support amenities

to affected villages and those are
internally displaced in Mariga,
Mashegu, Kontagora and Borgu
Local Government Areas in Niger
North Senatorial District.
These formed part of resolutions
reached by the Senate following a
motion on “Renewed kidnappings
and
Banditry
Attacks
on
Communities in Mariga, Mashegu,
Kontagora and Borgu Local
Government Areas of Niger North
Senatorial District.”

Coming under Order 41 and 51
of the new Senate Standing Orders,
the Deputy Whip, Senator Aliyu Sabi
Abdullahi, bemoaned the disturbing
trend of renewed kidnappings and
banditry communities of Mariga,
Mashegu and Kontagora Local
Government Areas of Niger State.
He recalled that, “following the
massive onslaught against criminal
elements and bandits operating
in eastern parts of Sokoto State
and Zamfara, there was massive

movement of these escaping bandits
and their criminal elements into
Niger State and specifically into
Mariga local government area of
Niger State;
“Concerned that these bandits
continuously attacked communities
in Mariga LGA leading to massive
internal displacement of many
communities. Currently Villagers
have moved out of MaÚndu, Alabani,
Sappaji in Berri Ward; over twenty
villages are now empty in Galma/

Buhari Seeks Passage Of Three
Anti-corruption Related Bills
The Senate has received a request
from President Muhammadu
Buhari to consider and pass three
critical bills needed to effectively
fight corruption in the country.
The bills are: Proceeds of Crime
Bill, Whistle-Blower Bill and
Witness Protection Bill.
The President’s request was
contained in a letter dated 14th
January, 2022, and read by the
Senate President, Ahmad Lawan,
during plenary.
The letter by President Buhari
reads: “I write to inform you that
the Government of the Federal
Republic of Nigeria participated in
the 9th Session of the Conference
of States Parties to the United
Nations Convention Against
Corruption (UNCAC) held from
13th - 17th December, 2021
at the International Congress
Center, Sharm El-Sheikh, Egypt.

“At
the
session
the
International
Community
expressed appreciation for
Nigeria’s effort in the fight against
corruption re-affirming Nigeria’s
rating as a leader in Africa in the
areas of developing structures
for recovery, repatriation, and
disposal of proceeds of crime.
“In light of this and the need
to continue to increase Nigeria’s
Global profile, I hereby request
that the National Assembly
kindly consider and eventually
pass the best possible version of
the following bills: Proceeds of
Crime Bill; Whistle-Blower Bill;
and Witness Protection Bill.
“While
anticipating
the
senate’s
expeditious
consideration
of
these
submissions, please accept,
Distinguished Senate President,
the assurances of my highest

consideration.”
Meanwhile, the Senate
President, Ahmad Lawan, on
Wednesday, forwarded two
executive
communications
from President Buhari for the
confirmation of Nnamonso
Ekanem (Akwa-Ibom, SouthSouth) and Mahmud Abubakar
Magaji (Niger, North-Central)
as Members of the Federal
Judicial Service Commission
to the Committee on Judiciary,
Human Rights and Legal
Matters.
Also forwarded was the
nomination of Professor
Mansur Auwalu Bindawa for
appointment as New NonExecutive Commissioner of
the Nigerian Communications
Commission (NCC) to the
Committee on Communications.
Both Committees were

given two weeks to screen the
nominees and report back to the
Senate in plenary.
In addition, two bills seeking
to establish the Federal
University of Medical Sciences
and Biomedical Technology
in six Geo-political zones and
for the Regulation of Health
Education Practitioners scaled
second reading in the Senate.
The bills were sponsored by
Senators Patrick Ayo Akinyelure
(Ondo Central) and Yahaya
Ibrahim Oloriegbe (Kwara
Central), respectively.
The bills after consideration
were referred by the Senate
President to the Committee on
Health for further legislative
inputs.
The Committee was given four
weeks within which to report
back to the chamber in plenary.

Wamba ward and scanty residents
in Ukuru, Igoma, Maruba and Ruka
villages in Bobbi Ward.
He added that, “Communities
that border Kaduna, Zamfara and
Kebbi States located in Mariga LGA
namely Galma, Makici, Makogi Na
Maforo, Nassarawa, and Kwanan
Duci are constantly being attacked
by bandits and over 15 persons killed
in Bobbi ward of Mariga LGA;
“Disturbed that some notorious
bandits in their numbers operated
for hours in five villages on Friday,
14 January 2022, where several
cattle were rustled as villagers fled
their homes.”
According to him, “The bandits
first attacked Tungan-Ruá village
in the morning, later moved to
Tungan Maje and also rustled
cattle.”
“The same day they attacked
Kawo Mashegu where two people
were killed, four persons abducted
and proceeded to attack Tungan
Magaji village where several cattle
were also taken away.
“After several operations 17
persons were abducted including
two persons delivering ransom. The
same day Farin Shinge village a few
kilometres’ away from Kontagora
town was also attacked and two
persons kidnapped.
“Worried that the bandits are in
the habit of burning down villages,
burning farms with agricultural
produce unharvested, stealing
the home stored foods of villages
they attack with the danger of
those who brave the odds to go
to their farms for harvest being
killed or kidnapped. Many villagers
are now IDPS in places like Bangi,
mangoro and other safer locations
with no food or amenities for their
livelihoods;
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Kalu

Senate passes
Nigerian Airspace
Management Agency
Bill

Senate yesterday passed the
Nigerian Airspace Management
Agency Bill 2022.
The passage of the bill followed
the consideration of a report by
the Committee on Aviation.
Chairman of the Committee,
Senator Smart Adeyemi (APC,
Kogi West), in his presentation,
said the bill seeks to repeal the
Nigerian Airspace Management
Agency Act 2010 for the
purpose of providing effective
air navigation services in
Nigeria.
He added that the NAMA
bill is one of the six Aviation
Executive Bills referred to
the committee by the Senate
which are related to crucial
matters of regulation, training,
management and safety of the
aviation industry.
“The issues that surround the
Bill are significant in ensuring
safe air travels and are part
of efforts in enhancing the
health and profitability of the
overarching aviation sector and
public benefit”, he said.
He observed that the Act
establishing NAMA came into
effect on May 26, 1999 and has
been in operation for 22 years.
He said the amendments to
NAMA Act 2010 are geared twists
aligning the agency to meet new
operational requirements in
the industry as stipulated by
the International Civil Aviation
Organization, ICAO.

2023: If APC Zones Presidency To South, I’ll Contest- Sen Orji
STORIES BY ABDUL LATEEF BAMGBOSE

Former governor of Abia State and
Senate Chief Whip, Orji Uzor Kalu,
has expressed his resolve to contest
the presidency if the All Progressives
Congress, APC, zones the position
to the south.
This is even as he noted that
politicians who have already
declared interest to contest the 2023
presidential election are not serious.
Speaking when journalists
approached him at the National
Assembly Complex on why he visited
President Muhammadu Buhari last
night, Kalu said he was trying to
avoid the media but added that those
who have declared for the presidency
are not serious because zoning has
not been done.

On why he visited Buhari, Kalu
said it was not the first time he had
visited the president.
“Presidency is a place where
people go in the afternoon, I went
in the night to avoid the media. I go
there regularly, it is a family affair
and I went there to discuss national
issues. Issues of security, wellbeing
of our country and the Electoral
Act. The discussion was fruitful and
it was held at night. Is that why you
should ambush me’’? Kalu asked.
On whether he informed the
president of his interest to contest
the 2023 presidential election, Kalu
said: “Did the party zone the 2023
presidency to the south? I told you
before that when the party zones it
officially to the south, I will contest.
I told you the only two zones that

have not tasted the presidency
are the South-East and the NorthEast, once they zone it to anyone
of them I have the capacity and the
capability I will roll and rock like a
hurricane’’.
Kalu, who said those who
have declared interest to contest
the 2023 general elections are
not serious, said: “Well, they are
pushing but they are not serious.
“A serious minded person will be
fair to Nigeria because the party is
not owned by me or the media. This
party is owned by Nigerians and
APC members. It is only the APC
that can decide at the forthcoming
convention where the presidential
ticket will be zoned to. If they
zone it to the South-East, I have
everything it takes to make a good

president.
“I will come back to the Senate
if the party does not zone the
presidential ticket to the SouthEast. I don’t believe in Igbo
presidency. I believe in a Nigerian
president of Igbo extraction.
An Igbo extraction president is
overdue. I believe that we should
produce the next president and
it is going to happen. I don’t need
to push, I have to push along with
other regions”, Kalu said.
Kalu, who said he is not
consulting people on the 2023
presidency, added that it is not yet
time.
“No, because it is not yet time”,
Kalu said when asked whether he
was consulting stakeholders on his
presidential bid.

Senate Approves Establishment Of National
Rice Development Council
Senate has passed a bill seeking
to establish the National Rice
Development Council, a move that
would see Nigeria saving about
$2 billion on rice importation
and improve its foreign exchange
earnings.
The passage of the bill followed
the consideration of a report by
the Committee on Agriculture and
Rural Development.
Chairman of the committee,
Abdullahi Adamu (APC, Nasarawa
West), in his presentation, said the
bill seeks to establish a Council that
would lead to a comprehensive
development of the rice sector
and the organization of rice
stakeholders to enhance local

production of rice.
He explained that the
establishment of the Council would
transform the activities of rice
farmers, rice processors, millers,
researchers, marketers and other
important stakeholders across the
entire rice value chain, particularly
the clusters of smallholder rice
farmers and small scale millers
spread all over the country.
“Mr.
President
and
Distinguished Colleagues, with
our natural comparative advantage
in the area of rice production as a
country, Nigeria should consider
the need to put in place a National
Rice Development Council and a
fail-safe comprehensive national

rice development roadmap that
will guide us not only into a regime
of self-sufficiency in production,
but also for export purpose,
employment generation for our
teaming youth and growth of our
economy.
“The Nigerian rice industry
exists in abstract as there appears
to be no form of coordination in the
absence of a properly structured
rallying point.
“Today, we have Paddy Rice
Dealers Association of Nigeria,
PRIDAN, Rice Farmers Association
of Nigeria, RIFAN, Rice Processors
Association of Nigeria, RIPAN, Rice
Millers Association of Nigeria,
RIMAN, and many more.

“This Bill seeks to establish that
rallying point and a comprehensive
national,
operational
and
governance structure for a
complete rice value chain process.
“Mr President and Distinguished
Colleagues, this Bill on its own
merit will improve government’s
efforts for efficient policy and
regulatory framework for the
rice industry; promote enabling
business
and
investment
environments for rice stakeholders;
support the growth of the industry
in Nigeria and in the sub-region, as
well as promote the sustainability
of foreign exchange earnings put at
about $2 billion annually for rice
related importation.
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2023: Where Are The Masquerades?

T

here are masquerades in every culture
and the life of every individual. The
masquerades wear masks for different
reasons – from prevarication, illusion,
fantasy, fright, horror to protection.
No matter the reason, masquerades thrive
by covering up who they are and taking up
a persona unique to the image they want to
portray. This image becomes the identity of
the masquerade. And the persona behind the
masquerade dies for the masquerade’s persona
to live. In most cultures, it is a taboo to unmask
a masquerade. Even at the threat of losing its
life, a masquerade will fight to hide the identity
of the person behind the mask.
In the past, masquerades were a rarity
and often appeared on special occasions
and festivities. Nowadays, both literally and
metaphorically, we are all masquerades. We
wear masks these days as a necessity. Facial
masks existed before COVID-19, but the
coronavirus, at best, only heightened its usage.
The face mask, during this pandemic era, has
become a symbol of self-preservation against a
deadly viral infection. Asides literal masks, we
also wear ‘symbolic masks’ to protect ourselves
from emotional and psychological elements
that we confront daily – financial secrets,
relationship secrets, and the privacy of life and
family.
Since the drumbeats of the 2023
election started, we have seen big “political
masquerades“ coming out to declare their
interests in the struggle for power and
relevance. Across party lines, powerful
politicians, likened to big masquerades, and
their cohorts, are showcasing introductory
and essential aspects of their election dances
and using both old and novel gimmicks
to make their interest in the presidency
of Nigeria known. Some have visited the
incumbent president to formally inform him
of their ambitions; some are still consulting
with stakeholders; some are waiting for the

Buhari

call of God and their people to declare their
intentions publicly; while others have gone
ahead to make their presidential ambitions
public via the mass media.
So far, there are no surprises yet. Those
who have declared or those rumoured
to be on the verge of announcing their
intentions to rule Nigeria are the same old
political warhorses who, to a great extent,
are known by Nigerians. We expect more
of them to make their declarations in the
coming days and weeks. This is part of the
political process, and any Nigerian is free
to aspire to become president and compete
for the post through any political platform
of his or her choice. In Nigeria, at least for
now, only masquerades wearing the masks
of the All Progressives Congress, APC, or
the Peoples Democratic Party, PDP, are
considered to have realistic chances of
winning the presidential election. But
these are early days, and a third force political
platform may challenge this status quo.
It is about 12 months to the general
elections for Nigerians to choose the leader
of the most populous black nation on earth,

at a time of significant political, social, and
economic turbulence. Nigeria faces, on all sides,
existential threats that will require a highly
skilled, competent and charismatic leader
to galvanise all the human and natural
resources at our disposal to tackle the vast
socio-economic challenges confronting
us. Among these “masquerades” declaring
their interest, one will emerge as the
leader. This underscores the importance
of galvanising Nigerians with outstanding
leadership and empathic qualities to step
up to the arena to be counted. One must
be in the race to win.
Nigerians often complain about the
same old leaders taking political offices
and doing nothing innovative to develop
the country, but forget that it all starts
with the calibre and quality of politicians
coming out for the presidency. It is from
that group that the president will emerge.
Therefore, I implore all Nigerians to use
this opportunity to encourage proven leaders
with the proper knowledge and skills to come
on board to compete for the presidency.
Nigeria, now more than ever before, needs
quality leadership at the highest level.
It is a positive for democracy that so many
citizens are stepping forward to lead the nation,
indicating increasing political participation.
However, nothing yet distinguishes one
aspirant from another in terms of either
ideology or public policy postulation. For
now, we are stuck at the level of personality
cults, geopolitical interests, and the ethnic
entitlement syndrome. Even where aspirants
are from different party platforms, their
utterances do not yet reflect the broad agenda
of those parties. More disturbingly, there
is nothing that indicates depth on national
issues from any aspirant.

NASS under fire as BudgiT
uncovers N378.9bn
duplicated project.

‘Na today’!

To a National
Youth Corps
member, identified
as Jonathan Ogbe,
from Kogi State who
allegedly absconds
after defiling a
12-Year-old girl in
Bayelsa.
Be warned!

Dakuku Peterside is a policy and
leadership expert.
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