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There are several comments on the now controversial 
Electoral Amendment Bill which President Muhammadu 
Buhari declined assent to after it was passed by the 
National Assembly. After delaying assent until time for the 
bill’s tenor elapsed, the President finally put to rest various 

insinuations that trailed the matter. Those who had ‘predicted’ that 
he would decline assent had the day while those who supported 
his position were supposedly celebrating that it went their way.

Weighty issues relating to how the nation can manage its 
electoral process go beyond issues of triviality. It is therefore the 
reason AljazirahNigeria has been consistent in its concern that 
a dispassionate, non-partisan disposition should be the guiding 

principle attitude to the electoral bill.
While the President’s position for refusing to sign the document may 

appear cogent, it is curious that it is the fourth of such amendments 
on the electoral bill that he has jettisoned since assuming leadership 
in 2015. Those who thought the NASS was going to veto the bill were 
proved wrong as various spurious reasons were adduced as to why 
it was not right to do so. We are not interested about the political 
chicanery that erupted over the bill, especially that the issue became 
highly partisan, dividing the NASS along different interests but it is 
the overriding interests of the nation which the bill seeks to serve is 
our concern. 

CONTINUE ON PAGE 3

Still On The Electoral Amendment Bill
EDITORIAL

Italian Mayor On Hunger Strike, 
Resigns To Protest COVID-19 Rule

One killed As Chelsea, Barcelona 
Fans Clash In Katsina
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Nigeria can be self-sufficient – Buhari
Intervention will be sustained, says CBN GovRice farmers assures price will fall

BY ISMAILA JIMOH, ABUJA

Federal Capital Territory Internal 
Revenue Service, FCT-IRS, 
yesterday, set a target of over N200 
billion revenue generation, saying 
individuals and organizations have 
January 31 and March 31 of every 
year as deadline to file their respective 

annual returns. 
Acting Chairman of FCT-IRS, 

Haruna Abdullahi, stated this 
yesterday while leading a road show 
aimed at creating awareness towards 
encouraging people to embrace tax 
paying culture in Abuja.

Abdullahi said the public 
sensitization was one of the strategies 

that the Service has adopted to hit its 
over N200 billion tax target.

He noted that the sensitization 
campaign for improving tax will 
be intensified, disclosing that the 
service may resort to extant laws to 
prosecute defaulters. 

According to him, it is an offence 
for organizations and companies to 

fail in filing their tax returns as and 
when due.

He explained that the campaign 
will not be limited to the city center, 
but taken to all area councils to 
ensure that residents are properly 
carried along.

CSOs Laud Buhari, 
Emefiele Over Feat

Nnamdi Kanu’s 
Trial Continues 
Today

FG Mulls 
Nationwide 
Sale Of 10m Gas 
Cylinders

At Last, APC 
Convention To 
Hold Feb 26

RICE PYRAMIDS

BY AMEH GEORGE, WITH AGENCY REPORT

Mayor of the Italian city of Messina 
has gone on hunger strike to protest 
against government’s coronavirus 
containment measures, dpa/NAN 
reports.

The city leader identified as Cateno 
De Luca, it was reported “had already 
set up a tent in the port of the Sicilian 
city at the weekend where he has 
been sleeping ever since”.

Eagles Vow Maximum 
Points In Dead-
Rubber Game Against 
Guinea Bissau

 BY CALEB ISHAYA, ABUJA

Twenty-eight-year-old Saifullahi 
Abdullahi from Danja Local 
Government Area of Katsina 
State allegedly lost his life during 
an argument over a better team 

between two European Football 
Clubs, Chelsea and Barcelona.
The argument had resulted in a 
fight between him and his alleged 
killer, 18-year-old, Idris Yusuf.
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L R Mrs Ayodele Fatusin South West Coordinator Tinibu  Support Organization ,Chief Amos Gizo Elder T S  O and Director General T S O Hon Aminu Suliemam  
during a press conference to support Tinibu’s presidential ambition come 2023 at Lagos House Abuja yesterday.  PHOTO: TYOZENDA TYOAKAA

BY DOLPHIN STANLEY, YOLA

No fewer than two family 
houses were completely 
razed down by fire during 
a midnight attack by 
suspected bandits on 
Kunliro community in 
Demsa Local Government 
Area of Adamawa State.

Valuables, food items and 
assets worth millions of 
naira were also lost during 
the attack.

The bandits invaded the 
village at midnight and 
fired gunshots into the air 
to scare away inhabitants 
before setting part of the 

village ablaze.
A strong resistance 

from the organized local 
security apparatus repelled 
the attackers, leaving the 
community with the burden 
to save property and put 
off the flames from the 
burning houses to prevent 
escalation.

An eyewitness, who gave 
his name as Alexander, 
told Aljazirah Nigeria that 
the timely response of 
villagers to the midnight 
attack may have prevented 
more damages and possible 
casualties.

According to the eye 
witness account, the attack 
may be a fallout of an earlier 
fierce encounter between 
a member of Kunliro 
community and a Fulani 
nomad in the field over 
dangerous and harmful 
grazing habits, leading to 
sustained injuries.

Alexander told 
AljazirahNigeria that the 
earlier feud could have 
gone bloody if not for the 
intervention of community 
elders.

He alleged that the 
nomad involved in the 

earlier fracas with the 
member of the community 
may have something to do 
with the midnight attack 
on Kunliro, emphasizing 
that the matter has been 
reported to the police for 
investigation.

When the State Police 
Public Relations Officer, 
DSP Suleiman Nguroje was 
approached for comments, 
he told AljazirahNigeria 
that the matter was yet to 
be reported to his office but 
asked for time to confirm 
the incident from Demsa 
Division.

Bandits Attack Kunliro Village In Adamawa

District Head of Vwang 
in Jos South Local 
Government Area of 
Plateau State, Da Gyang 
Balak, who was abducted 
by gunmen has regained 
freedom.

Media Officer of 
Operation Safe Haven, 
OPSH, Major Ishaku 
Takwa, confirmed 
the development in a 
statement yesterday, in 
Jos.

It would be recalled that 

gunmen had on Sunday 
night kidnapped Balak 
along Jos-Vom road.

Takwa said immediately 
the incident was reported, 
the Commander of 
OPSH, Major-General 
Ibrahim Ali, placed the 
troops of Sector 6 in 
Riyom on red alert and 
they began to trail the 
perpetrators.

“Consequently, the 
troops in conjunction 
with other security 

agencies, vigilante group 
and hunters, conducted 
clearance operations in 
the mountainous region 
of Sabon Gida-Kanal, 
Gero and Dahol general 
area.

“Two suspects were 
arrested at an abandoned 
building during the 
operation.

“This development 
led to the release of the 
paramount ruler by his 
abductors and he has 

been united with his 
family”, Takwa said.

He said the commander 
had commended the 
troops for their efforts 
and urged them to 
continue to do more in 
serving their fatherland.

Takwa added that the 
commander also advised 
Plateau residents to 
support security agencies 
in their bid to ensure 
the safety of lives and 
property.

Abducted Plateau Traditional Ruler Regains Freedom –Military

BY AMEH GEORGE, WITH AGENCY 

REPORT

Mayor of the Italian city 
of Messina has gone on 
hunger strike to protest 
against government’s 
coronavirus containment 
measures, dpa/NAN 
reports.

The city leader identified 
as Cateno De Luca, it was 
reported “had already set 
up a tent in the port of the 
Sicilian city at the weekend 
where he has been sleeping 
ever since”.

His intention, according 
to the report, is to 
symbolically “block” the 
Strait of Messina between 
Sicily and the Italian 
mainland.

De Luca was protesting 
the rule which states 
that only vaccinated 
or convalescent people 
can enter or leave the 
Mediterranean Island on 
ferries or by plane.

The politician claims that 
the state was holding Sicily 
“captive.” On Monday, he 
submitted his resignation 
as Mayor with effect from 
February.

BY AMEH GEORGE, WITH AGENCY 

REPORT

South African authorities 
yesterday said 82 lives 
have been lost in a spate of 
severe summer weather and 
persistent downpours for days.

Dpa/NAN quoted the 
country’s Department of 
Cooperative Governance and 
Traditional Affairs as saying 
that most of the deaths 
were due to drownings and 
lightening strikes.

The head of the department, 
Nkosazana Dlamini Zuma, in 
a statement, said rain was 
most welcomed as it helped to 
address the challenges of water 
shortages in some parts of our 
country.

“Unfortunately, the heavy 
downpours have caused 
considerable damage to large 
parts of the country, thus 
limiting the movement of 
people and causing flooding 
in some areas”, he said.

Areas of the hard-hit eastern 
town of Ladysmith were under 
meters of water as of yesterday 
morning.

Dams in South Africa and 
the mountain kingdom of 
Lesotho were said to be at 
their bursting points due to 
this month’s torrential rains.

Mayor On Hunger 
Strike, Resigns To 
Protest COVID-19 
Rule

Severe Weather 
Kills Over 82 In 
South Africa
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editorial MISSION STATEMENT
Our mission is to create hard-breaking national 
and international news, as it unfolds. We deliver 
unparalleled perspectives across multiple 
categories including politics, health, entertainment, 
education, classy, judiciary, parliament, foreign 
affairs, business, sports and more.

VISION STATEMENT
To operate a world class print media 

organisation collocated with 
positive journalistic ethics and 

practices at its peak to our beloved 
readers in Nigeria.

Who
SAID
What?
IN THE NEWS

“It is quite alarming 
the rate at which 
young guys are now 
into money rituals.
Sad and very 
troubling!”

– Special Assistant 
to the Cross River 
State Governor 
on Strategic 
Communication, 
Andrea Ekeng 
Inyang

While we agree that even the most 
advanced democracies we aspire to 
replicate are also viewed not to be 
perfect, subjecting our causes to a very 
ridiculous level is undesirable.         

However, it is a welcome indication 
that President Buhari will sign the 
Electoral Act Amendment Bill soon, 
as the President of the Senate Ahmed 
Lawan appeared to have suggested.

Lawan, who met with President Buhari 
at the State House, Abuja after the 
NASS resumed legislative duties after 
the Christmas break, also confirmed 
that the contentious Electoral Act 
Amendment Bill will be represented 
for deliberations on the floor of the 
National Assembly immediately.

The President had declined assent to 
the Electoral Amendment Bill over the 
direct primary clause. The Executive 
had hinged its decision to send back the 
bill to the legislature on that singular 
basis.

While the delays persisted, a coalition 
of civil society organisations mounted 
pressures on the government, insisting 
that time was running out to have an 
Act that would guide the conduct of 
next year’s elections.

We appreciate the optimism of Lawan 
who after some prodding said: “Well, I 
smile because that again, by the grace 
of God tomorrow both chambers, the 

FROM COVER
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NIGERIA

We have been able 
to narrow down 
our differences 
and arrive at the 
very patriotic 
resolution that our 
country must have 
a new electoral 
law...

“

Senate and the House of Representatives 
will pass the bill. And I hope that before 
the end of the week, the bill could be 
brought back to Mr. President for his 
assent.

“But one thing I’m sure by the grace 
of God is we are passing the bill, 
the Electoral Act Amendment Bill, 
tomorrow Wednesday the 19th in both 
chambers, and we are happy that at the 
end of the day, we have been able to 
narrow down our differences and arrive 
at the very patriotic resolution that 

our country must have a new electoral 
law that will guide the 2023 general 
elections in the country, and Nigeria 
would have everything to benefit from 
this law.

“For us in the ninth assembly, the 
Electoral Act amendment bill is one of 
our major legislative agendas that we 
wanted to deal with, and to the glory 
of God Almighty, by tomorrow, we will 
be able to pass that bill to Mr. President 
to assent to it. I hope that the cleaning 
process will not take more than a day. 
But if it does, then it has to be early 
next week. But I’m very optimistic that 
there is not much to clean up because 
normally, when we pass a bill like this, 
it goes to the legislative drafting unit of 
the National Assembly.

 “On the whole, I think it’s a worthwhile 
exercise that we’ve worked so hard in 
a very bipartisan manner to pass the 
electoral amendment bill before and 
Mr. President to raise the observations 
he did, and for the National Assembly, 
having consulted widely with Nigerians, 
with our constituents, and we came 
to the conclusion, in both chambers, 
across party lines, in a very patriotic 
way to say, oh, what we need to do is 
not waste time, time is of essence in 
this respect”.

We urge the NASS to expedite action 
as promised on the bill as we call on the 
executive arm to do the needful this 
time as no electoral act is perfect.

...first in breaking the news



PHOTO 
OF THE 

DAY

“FCTA demolition squad in 
Gwarinpa District, yesterday. 

Photo: Ismaila Jimoh

news
Wednesday, January 19, 20224 www.aljazirahnews.com

 نيجيريا الجزير
 
ة

 

 نيجيريا الجزير
 
ة

 

e-mail: aljazirahnigeria@gmail.com

www.facebook.com/aljazirahnewsng

@aljazirahnewsng

Like our facebook page

Follow us on twitter

BY OWEN AKENZUA, ASABA

Chief Judge, CJ, of Delta State, 
Theresa Diai, has discharged five 
inmates awaiting trial at Warri 
Custodial Centre of the Nigerian 
Correctional Service.

Diai ordered their release 
following legal advice from the 
Director of Public Prosecution, 
DPP, disclosing that the 
defendants had no case to 
answer.

The fortunate inmates, Ejovi 
Daniel (29), Testimony Invoke 
(35), Michael Ahmed (20), 
Destiny Julius (29) and Nwafili 
Ifeanyi (39) have been in prison 

Delta CJ Frees 5 Inmates At Warri Correctional Centre

Kwara NSCDC Arrests 4 Robbery Suspects

custody for upward of two years.
The inmates, who maintained 

their innocence, thanked the 
chief judge for making them to 
regain freedom and promised to 
be law abiding and be useful to 
the society.

The chief judge, who arrived 
the Warri Custodial Centre 
(popularly called Okere Prison) 
few minutes before 10am to 
commence the quarterly visit in 
the year, commended the prison 
authority for their adequate 
preparation, disclosing that she 
was not able to embark on the 
visit last year owing to certain 
circumstances.

“I welcome all of you to this 
centre. Much was not done 
last year due to prevailing 
circumstances. What we are 
doing now is to ensure that 
people get justice”, Justice Diai 
stated.

She explained that the visit 
was not meant to usurp the 
jurisdiction of the courts on 
cases before them, but that cases 
would be considered on their 
merit including health grounds, 
unjustified long detention and 
want of diligent prosecution, 
among others.

The last visit to custodial 
centres was in April, 2020 on 

the directive of the federal 
government in a bid to 
decongest prison formations 
across the country on the heel 
of the outbreak of COVID-19 to 
check the spread of the deadly 
virus. 

Earlier, the Deputy Controller 
of Corrections, Warri Custodial 
Centre, Efiong Okon Etim, said 
the total number of inmates are 
873 against its capacity of 307. 

He gave the breakdown as 
506 awaiting trial, short term 
convicts seven, long term 
convicts 91, detainees nine, 
Lifers 45 and Inmates on Death 
Row 215. 

BY ABDUL SALAUDEEN ILORIN

Nigeria Security and Civil 
Defence Corps, NSCDC, Kwara 
State Command, has confirmed 
the arrest of four Fulani Bororos 
who are allegedly members of an 
armed robbery gang that attack 
passengers and motorists along 
Isanlu Isin/Ijara road in Isin 
Local Government Area.
The command’s spokesman, 
Babawale Zaid Afolabi, who 

disclosed this in a statement 
made available to newsmen in 
Ilorin, said the four suspects 
were caught while attempting to 
escape from the robbery scene. 
According to him, the corps 
in conjunction with the local 
vigilante group, VGN responded 
swiftly to a distress call in the 
early hours of Monday, January 
17 around 0300hours that 
armed robbers had ambushed 
motorists and passengers 

travelling inside a Toyota Sienna 
space car along Isanlu Isin-Ijara 
Isin road and dispossessed them 
of their valuables. 
“The robbers had actually 
disappeared into the nearby 
bush by the time we arrived the 
scene of the robbery incident 
but with the help of the vigilante 
group and the local hunters we 
were able to comb the nearby 
bush and rounded up four Fulani 

Expressing hope that the chief 
judge would use the visit to 
decongest the centre by releasing 
some inmates, Mr Efiong 
appealed to her to use her good 
offices to influence the governor 
to commute the sentences of 
those on death row in the spirit 
of the Nigerian Correctional 
Service Act 2019 LFN. He 
thanked the state government 
for domesticating the Act and 
giving them assistance in the 
centre in the area of drugs 
procurement for inmates and 
interventions through the Dame 
Edith Okowa’s O5 Initiative.

men suspected to be members 
of the robbery gang while a 
manhunt has commenced to 
arrest other members of the 
gang”, Babawale narrated.
The spokesman gave the names 
of the arrested suspects as 
Abdullahi Audi 30, Lawal Audi, 
30, Bature Abdullahi, 25, and 
Issa Muhammed, explaining 
that profiling and background 
checks have commenced. 

He advised people to avoid 
night travels as most criminal 
activities occur at that time.
“The Commandant, Makinde 
Ayinla appealed to motorists, 
especially commercial drivers 
to avoid night travels and 
report any unusual movement 
or activities noticed in their 
neighborhood to security 
agencies”, the spokesman added.
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NEWS IN BRIEF

Federation of Muslim Women Association of Nigerai, 
FOMWAN, Bauchi State chapter, has embarked on 
sensitisation activities to mobilise participation in 
COVID-vaccination at the grassroots.

FOMWAN’s Chairperson in the state, Mrs Aisha 
Kilishi, stated this at a one-day stakeholders meeting 
on vaccine safety and acceptance, yesterday in Bauchi.

Kilishi said the organisation would engage community 
and religious leaders in the campaign to deal with 
rejection occasioned by myths and misconceptions 
surrounding the vaccine as well as encourage 
acceptability in the communities.

Some residents of Nsukka town in Nsukka Local 
Government Area of Enugu State have expressed 
gratitude to God who made it possible for the town to 
witness first rain in 2022 on Jan. 18.

The morning rain that lasted over 45 minutes.
Some Residents yesterday said the rain would reduce 

the high temperature that had made it difficult for people 
to sleep well at night.

Governing Council of the University of Abuja, FCT, has 
set up an ad hoc committee to look into the employment 
and promotions of staff in the University between 2011 
– 2021.

Head, Information and University Relations, Dr 
Habib Yakoob, in a  statement issued in Abuja, yesterday, 
said that the committee was inaugurated on Jan. 17, at 
the Vice-Chancellor’s conference room.

FOMWAN Sensitises 
Bauchi Communities On 

COVID-19 Vaccination

Nsukka Experience First 
Rain In 2022

UNIABUJA Inaugurates 
Staff Audit Committee

TODAY’S WEATHER 
FORECAST
ABUJA                 33°C       
LAGOS                32°C       
CALABAR                   33°C               
P/HARCOURT          34°C      
KANO                 25°C 
JOS                      24°C    
KADUNA                 29°C  
ENUGU                 33°C
BENIN CITY                33°C  

Phone Number:
08146139026

Instagram
@euniceolayemi  

Facebook
Eunice Olayemi

Office Address:
Area C, Agric Quarters, Karu, 
Abuja.

EUNICE 
OLAYEMI
VERSATILE ENTREPRENEUR

Owner of ‘Fashion Collectibles’, 
Eunice Olayemi keeps 
satisfying consumer’s taste as 
she makes available quality and 
stylish outfits for clients. Some 
of the items sold at Fashion 
Collectibles includes; shoes, 
bags, tops, jeans, gowns, caps 
and lots more.

Eunice is a graduate of 
English Studies University 
of Abuja. She ventured 
into clothing business in a 
bid to be self-reliant as she 
encourage youths on business 
management and sustainability.



BY OWEN AKENZUA, ASABA

Delta State Commissioner 
for Information, Charles 
Aniagwu has restated 
the state government’s 
commitment to continue 
to maintain the existing 
robust relationship 
with the leadership of 
the Nigeria Union of 
Journalists, NUJ.

Aniagwu stated this 
when the Chairman of 
the State Council of the 
NUJ, Comrade Michael 
Ikeogwu, led a delegation 
to pay him a courtesy visit 
in his office in Asaba.

The commissioner said 
the state government 
had no intention of 
fighting any cold war 
with the union as it is 
being speculated in some 
quarters, adding that the 
media would continue 
to be instrumental in 
the resolve of the Ifeanyi 
Okowa administration to 
finish strong in the state.

He frowned at some 
unfortunate publications 
insinuating that some 
sections of the media 
were being marginalized 
in the state, adding that 
the state government has 
no intention whatsoever 
to relate with the NUJ in 
a divide-and-rule system.

Aniagwu enjoined the 
leadership of the union 
to continue to drum the 
message of accuracy in 
news reporting to its 
members to forestall 
offensive and falsehood 
in their bid to be 
unnecessarily sensational 
in their reportage, adding 
that such unguarded 
reportage could lead to 
untrustworthiness from 
the reading public when 
eventually discovered.

He disclosed that state 
government had done a 
lot in repositioning state 
media outfits, adding 
that the Press Centre of 
the union being built by 
the state government was 
90 percent complete and 
would be delivered soon.

He enjoined Comrade 
Ikeogwu to continue to 
build lasting bridges of 
reconciliation with critical 
stakeholders of the union 
in the state and beyond, 
emphasizing that there is 
much to be gained from 
unity of purpose.

Commissioner 
Harps On 
Harmonious 
Relationship 
With NUJ 

BY OWEN AKENZUA, ASABA

National Union of Teachers, 
NUT, has proposed to 
embark on a peaceful protest 
next week over issues of 
minimum wage, non-payment 
of pensioners and non-
implementation of teachers 
promotion as and when due.

Assistant Secretary of the 
union, Ethiope West Chapter, 
Mr Peter Oyarisi, confirmed 
the proposed peaceful protest 
in his office at Oghara. 

According to Oyarisi, “the 
union agreed to embark on the 
peaceful protest after dialogue 
with the state government did 

BY ABDUL SALAUDEEN, ILORIN

High Court sitting in Ilorin 
has dismissed a fundamental 
human rights enforcement 
suit brought before it by 
two embattled pastors of 
Evidence of Christ Fellowship 
International Church, 
Agbooba, Ilorin, the Kwara 
State capital.

AljazirahNigeria recalls 
that the duo, Pastors Olumide 

Oyo State Government has 
called on residents to remain 
calm over the reported cases 
of Lassa fever in Iwajowa 
Local Government Area.

This was contained in a 
statement issued on Monday 
by the Commissioner for 
Health, Dr Bode Ladipo, in 

not yield any result.”
He noted that the approved 

minimum wage by the 
federal government had 
been implemented for only 
secondary school teachers 
leaving primary school 
teachers behind.

The NUT official noted 
that it had become a source 
of concern to the union 
as primary and secondary 
school teachers live in the 
same society where things are 
expensive in the market. 

He added that primary 
school teachers also have 
families to take care of just 
like those in secondary school, 

Peter and Jesulayomi Adetola 
had dragged the Nigeria 
Security and Civil Defence 
Corps, NSCDC, to the State 
High Court challenging the 
corps decision to file charges 
against them before Justice 
I. A Dasuki of the Magistrate 
Court.

According to the spokesman 
of the NSCDC in Kwara 
State, Babawale Zaid Afolabi, 
NSCDC, had in January 2020 

Ibadan.
Ladipo said the state 

government is doing 
everything possible to 
curtail further spread of the 
disease.

“The state government 
has already set up a 
surveillance system across 

saying there is no reason to 
deprive them of their wages.

He also added that 
pensioners from 2014 till 
date are yet to receive their 
pensions which, according to 
him, is of great concern to the 
union.

The assistant secretary, 
who said they want the state 
government to pay retirees 
their pensions, noted that in 
Ethiope West, there is an issue 
on the contribution towards 
the Federal Housing Fund 
which teachers contributed 
regularly to and to be given 
to them after retirement, 
but had not been remitted to 

preferred charges against 
the two pastors bordering 
on criminal conspiracy, 
unlawful assembly, wrongful 
confinement of minors among 
others. 

But Justice Yusuf of 
the State High Court 
dismissed their fundamental 
enforcement suit.  

The judge, who held that 
their entire suit lacked merit, 
was time wasting and an 

local government areas to 
abate further transmission 
of the disease.

“The Ministry of Health 
has repositioned doses 
of antiviral agents for 
treatment of the reported 
cases.

“Also, personal protective 

Delta NUT To Protest Non-implementation of Minimum Wage, Others    

Court Dismisses Suit Against NSCDC In Kwara

Oyo Govt Allays Fears Over Lassa Fever Cases

them.
He noted that the attention 

of the local government 
chairman was drawn to the 
issue, that the chairman told 
the union that he met the 
issue on ground and promised 
to be remitting every month, 
which he has not started.

Oyarisi added that the 
promotion of teachers has 
remained an issue as it is not 
given to them as at when due.

The NUT assistant 
secretary noted that the state 
government had done its best 
in the education sector, but 
that there is still much to be 
done.

exercise in futility, asked them 
to go and face their trial at the 
magistrate court.

The judge also awarded 
N30,000 to be paid to the 
NSCDC by the complainants 
for time wasting. 

Counsel to the NSCDC, 
Barrister Kehinde Ajide, 
confirmed the judgement, 
adding that the corps would 
now continue with their 
charges against the pastors.

devices have been provided 
for health care providers at 
Iwere-Ile and Iganna areas”, 
he stated.

The commissioner 
enjoined residents to refer 
similar cases to the nearest 
government hospital for 
free and quality care.
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BY IKHILI EBALU, BENIN CITY

Assistant Inspector-General 
of Police, AIG, Lawan 
Jimeta, has assumed duty 
as the new AIG, Zone 5, 
comprising Edo and Delta 
States.

AIG Jimeta took 
over from AIG Ahmad 
Abdurrahman who has been 
redeployed to the Police 
Academy, POLAD, Wudil, 
Kano State.

Speaking shortly after 
taking over, Jimeta said he 
would be merciless with any 
officer in the zone seen to be 
corrupt.

“I abhor corruption and 
so will deal decisively with 
any officer who is corrupt 
or seen to be corrupt.

“So officers in the zone are 
expected to wake-up to their 
duties, be diligent and also 
serve the public humanely.

“They should shun 
corruption in whatever form 
it comes and ensure that 
they respect human rights, 
while also being professional 
in their conduct”, he said.

The AIG noted that Edo 
and Delta States were 
familiar terrain to him, 
having served in Edo as 
commissioner of police.

He added that his tenure 
in the state as a former 
commissioner of police had 
exposed him to the terrain, 
challenges and how best to 
address the challenges.

The AIG gave assurance 
that he would utilize the 
experience garnered then 
in tackling security issues 
in the zone.

Jimeta also said that he 
would be guided by the 
vision and mission of the 
Inspector-General of Police, 
Usman Alkali, and build on 
them to ensure that they are 
achieved.

He promised to work 
harmoniously with police 
commissioners in the zone 
to ensure that crimes and 
criminalities are contained.

In his remarks, AIG 
Abdurrahman, who handed 
over to Jimeta, noted that 
it was normal in the force 
generally to move officers 
from one place to the other 
within the shortest notice.

According to him, we are 
regimental, we are disciplined 
force men, so when you are 
instructed, you obey.

He explained that his 
redeployment was merely a 
swap of offices between him 
and the new AIG, Jimeta, 
and called on citizens of the 
two states to cooperate with 
him.

AIG Zone 5 
Assumes Office, 
Declares Stand On 
Zero Corruption   

 From left: Representative of the Minister of State for Education, Mr David Genden; Minister of Education, Malam Adamu 
Adamu; and Executive Secretary, National Universities Commission (NUC), Professor Abubakar Adamu Rasheed, during 
the Inauguration of the Chairmen and members of the governing councils of newly established Federal Polytechnics and 
colleges of Education in Abuja on Tuesday.      PHOTO: DEBORAH BADA/OTU/NAN



BY MARIAM SANNI, ABUJA

Not fewer than 106 Coalition of Civil Society 
Groups, CSOs, have commended President 
Muhammadu Buhari and the Governor, Central 
Bank of Nigeria, CBN, Godwin Emefiele over the 
launching of the largest rice pyramids in Africa 
in Abuja yesterday.

In a press statement jointly signed by the 
President, Coalition of Civil Society Groups, 
Bassey Etuk Williams and 36 other state 
coordinators in Abuja, he explained that the 
programme has shown that President Buhari’s 
agenda on food security is yielding required 
results.

Williams noted that the rice sufficiency 
goal was achieved effectively due to the CBN 
Governor Godwin Emefiele’s introduction of the 
Anchor Borrowers Programme, ABP initiative, 
aimed at actualising the food security and 
sufficiency agenda of Mr. President.

According to him, the ABP initiative of the 
CBN has no doubt yielded expected outcomes 
and an encouragement for the diversification 
agenda of Nigeria’s economy from crude oil.

He reiterated that the ABP initiative has 
helped in increasing bank finance to the 
agricultural sector, enhanced capacity utilisation 
of agricultural firms involved in production and as 
well improves the well-being of the farmers.

“The recently unveiled largest rice pyramids by 
President Buhari shows that Mr. President Agenda 
on food security is yielding required fruits. The 
rice pyramids would not have been possible if not 
for the initiative of the CBN Governor, Godwin 
Emefiele that introduced Anchor Borrowers 
Programme to actualise the food security and 
sufficiency agenda of Mr. President.

‘’This was shown in the largest rice pyramid in 
Africa amid insecurity in the country; the farmers 
were still able to utilize the finance available to 
farm. The Anchor Borrower’s programme of CBN 
has no doubt yielded expected outcomes as we 
can now talk about diversification of our economy 
from oil but now Agriculture as the country will 
soon be on the map of rice exporters to other 
countries by earning foreign currencies. This rice 
pyramid reminds us of the groundnut pyramid we 
used to have in the North”.

‘’There is thus a need to celebrate President 
Buhari and Godwin Emefiele for food security 
and self-sufficiency in rice. The advent of Anchor 
Borrowers has been able to assist small scale 
farmers to increase production and supply of 
feedstock to agro- processors. It’s a loan without 
collateral to farmers being supervised by the CBN, 
and here we are with the outcome of the input.

‘’Farmers and especially rice farmers have 
recounted their gains following the output and 
major achievement of the Anchor Borrower’s 
Programme of CBN. The programme has 
increased bank finance to the agricultural 
sector, and has enhanced capacity utilisation of 
agricultural firms involved in production and as 
well as improved the well-being of the farmers.

The CSOs President stated that Emefiele 

has no doubt changed and transformed the 
agricultural sector with the results of the various 
intervention programmes adding that, increase 
in banks credit was driven solely by policy of 
deposit ratio introduced by the CBN Governor.

He stressed that more than five hundred 
thousand people have benefited from the 
Anchor Borrowers Programme of the CBN, 
noting that the intervention also spans around 
youth investment funds, real sector and health 
sector.

Williams equally lauded the Rice Farmers 
Association of Nigeria, RIFAN, for assuring 
price reduction after unveiling the rice pyramid. 
He also stressed that the agreement with the 
millers to sell at discounted price to Nigerians 
is commendable.

He assured continuous support to the good 
initiative of President Buhari and intervention 
of the CBN Governor.

 He urged the President for more laudable 
programmes to further take Nigerians away 
from poverty.

On his part, President Buhari commended 
Mr. Emefiele for initiating the Anchor Borrowers 
Programme, through which the massive rice 
production was achieved.

In his address, the president said that his food 
security agenda would drive down prices of food 
items in the country.

He explained that from a National paddy rice 
production of about 4.5m tonnes per annum 
before the ABP initiative in 2015, paddy rice 
production rose to over 9 million tonnes by 
last year. His words, “The significance of today’s 
occasion can be better understood by looking at 
the various economic strides the administration 
has achieved through agriculture. 

 ‘’When, we assumed the reins of leadership 
of this country in 2015, the administration 
identified the Anchor Borrowers Programme 
as an essential policy instrument for achieving 

economic diversification through agriculture. 
‘’To achieve this, the programme was designed 

to encourage investments in agriculture and 
empower smallholder farmers as drivers of 
transformation in the agricultural sector and 
as critical enablers of economic growth. 

“I am indeed delighted that the Anchor 
Borrowers Programme continues to receive 
commendations, since its introduction six years 
ago, as it has become one of the reference points in 
the administration’s agricultural revolution effort. 

“In fact, the programme speaks loudly in its 
giant strides as it has increased access to finance by 
our rural farmers, who before now were virtually 
excluded from the financial system. 

“The programme has so far supported over 4.8 
million smallholder farmers across Nigeria for 
the production of 23 agricultural commodities 
including maize, rice, oil palm, cocoa, cotton, 
cassava, tomato and livestock.

‘’Today rice production in Nigeria has increased 
to over 7.5 million metric tons annually, prior 
to the introduction of ABP. In his address, CBN 
Governor, Godwin Emefiele said that as at the 
end of December 2021, his team had financed 4.5 
million farmers that cultivated 5.3 million hectares 
across 21 commodities through 23 Participating 
Financial Institutions in the 36 States of the 
Federation and FCT.

According to him, Thailand alone exported 1.3 
million metric tons of rice to Nigeria in 2014.

Mr. Emefiele noted, however, that the 
CBN introduced the ABP in 2015 to curtail 
food imports and that since then, Nigeria 
has witnessed incremental reductions in rice 
imports from Thailand.

His words: “By 2016, rice imports from 
Thailand had fallen to only 58,000 metric tons. 
As of the end of 2021, they only exported 2,160 
metric tons to Nigeria, thereby saving us foreign 
exchange and helping preserve jobs in Nigeria”.

Impressed by the accomplishment, the 
rice farmers say the country will commence 
exportation of rice in the near future to 
engender the twin benefits of food security and 
economic diversification.

Ado Hassan, Secretary of the Kano State 
chapter of Rice Farmers Association of Nigeria, 

RIFAN, said this in an interview with journalists 
on the sidelines of the unveiling of the Mega 
Rice pyramids in Abuja. Mr Hassan dispelled 
insinuations that the rice pyramids on display 
were not solely rice, adding that the 
commodity was brought in by rice farmers 
in virtually all states of the country.

“The rice here is from all over the 
country. RIFAN has always been real; 
it is not possible to deceive 200 million 
Nigerians with a project like this.

 Hassan said that Nigeria had become 
the highest rice growing country in 
Africa due the support of the Federal 
Government and the intervention of the 
CBN.  Also Mr Shehu Muazu, Chairman 
Pyramid Sub-committee of RIFAN, had 
told newsmen that the rice pyramid 
would show that local production of 
food was possible. According to Muazu, 
immediately after the unveiling of the 
pyramid, the Central Bank of Nigeria 
and RIFAN will allocate the rice to the 
processors. 

“RIFAN in collaboration with the Rice 
Millers Association of Nigeria will process 
the rice and sell it at a discounted price.

 “This will lead to a drastic reduction in 
price once it starts rolling into the market.

 “Our collaboration with the millers 
association rests on the agreement that 
they will sell at a discounted price to 
Nigerians.

 “Although, we cannot talk of price in 
isolation, as far as prices all over the world 
are concerned, because all over the world, 
the price of food has gone up.

“But the good news is that rice will 
remain the cheapest commodity as far 
as food is concerned due to the success 
recorded through the scheme”.

 He also noted that the Anchor Borrowers 
Programme ,ABP, which is designed to assist 
small scale farmers, is a testament to the 
efforts of the Federal Government to ensure 
food security.

Rice Pyramids: 
CSOs Laud Buhari, 
Emefiele Over Feat

“The significance 
of today’s occasion 
can be better 
understood by 
looking at the various 
economic strides the 
administration has 
achieved through 
agriculture...

“
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Buhari Emefiele

Nigeria can be self-sufficient – Buhari

Intervention will be sustained, says CBN Gov
Rice farmers assures price will fall



Saudi-led coalition has carried 
out air raids in the Yemeni capital 
Sanaa, killing more than 12 people, 
according to residents, a day after 
the Houthi rebel group launched a 
deadly attack in the United Arab 
Emirates, UAE.

Saudi Arabia and the UAE 
intervened in Yemen’s war in 
2015 to restore the government 
of President Abd-Rabbu Mansour 
Hadi, who fled after Houthi rebels 
took over the capital and parts of 
northern Yemen in late 2014.

The UAE largely scaled down its 
military presence in the country in 
2019 but continues to hold sway 
through the Yemeni forces it arms 
and trains.

Early on Tuesday, the coalition 
said it had begun air raids against 
strongholds and camps in Sanaa 
belonging to the Iran-aligned 
Houthi group, according to Saudi 
state media.

The attack that killed about 
14 people, according to initial 
estimates, hit the home of a former 
military official.

It killed him, his wife, his 
25-year-old son, other family 
members and some unidentified 
people, a medical source and 
residents told the media.

But the Houthi group, which 
claimed Monday’s attack, said 
about 20 people were killed. 
Coalition attacks around the city 
had killed a total of about 20 
people, the Houthi’s deputy foreign 
minister said on Twitter.

Houthi-run Al Masirah TV said 
attacks had damaged homes, killed 
at least a dozen people, and injured 

KSA-led Coalition Launches Deadly Air Raids In Yemen’s Sanaa

Three Iranian diplomats have arrived 
in Saudi Arabia’s Jeddah to reopen 
Iran’s representative office to the 
Organisation of Islamic Cooperation, 
OIC.

Semi-official Iranian media 
reported on Monday that the 
diplomats, who were not named, 
had landed in the city where the 
57-member organisation is based 
to restart operations six years after 
the office was closed following a 
diplomatic rift.

Iran’s foreign ministry spokesman 
Saeed Khatibzadeh also confirmed 

on Monday that three diplomats had 
received visas from Saudi Arabia and 
were engaged in efforts to reopen the 
office.

“The Islamic Republic of Iran is 
also ready to reopen its embassy in 
Saudi Arabia,” he also told a news 
conference in Tehran, but added 
that this would hinge on “practical 
efforts” by the kingdom.

The two countries broke 
diplomatic ties in 2016 after 
crowds of people attacked the Saudi 
embassy in Tehran and a consulate 
office in Mashhad in response 

to the execution of a prominent 
Shia religious leader by the Sunni-
majority kingdom.

But since April 2021, the regional 
rivals have engaged in four rounds of 
direct negotiations facilitated by Iraq 
in Baghdad, and say some progress 
has been made.

“I believe the Saudi side is 
interested in talks on some regional 
issues as well, but our negotiations, 
for now, are focused on bilateral issues 
and on when to return relations to a 
normal state,” Iran’s Foreign Minister 
Hossein Amirabdollahian told the 

media last week.
Amirabdollahian did, however, 

say the two need to engage in “close 
dialogue” to resolve regional issues in 
the long term.

In Yemen, where a war has 
been raging for more than six 
years, Tehran and Riyadh are seen 
as supporting opposing sides. A 
Saudi-led military coalition backing 
Yemen’s internationally recognised 
government says Iran provides the 
Houthi rebels in Yemen with arms 
and expertise, something Iran denies.

South Korean President Moon Jae-
in arrived in Riyadh on Tuesday, 
where he was met by Saudi Crown 
Prince Mohamed bin Salman.

During an official reception 
ceremony, South Korean President 
Moon Jae-in and his wife 
were greeted by Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman.

All were masked and President 
Moon did not shake hands with 
the prince, in line with coronavirus 

social distancing practices.
The national anthems of both 

countries were played as well as 

performance by an honour guard 
marching band.

It was the second stop on a 

Mideast tour by President Moon’s 
stop in Saudi Arabia came after his 
visit to the United Arab Emirates.

 Iran To Reopen OIC Representative Office

South Korean President Welcomed By S’ Arabia’s Crown Prince

The coalition said early on Tuesday it has begun air raids against strongholds and camps in Sanaa belonging to the Iran-aligned Houthi group

Saudi Arabia and South 
Korea will sign today couple 
of initial deals today in the 
area of energy and renewable 
energy as well as technology 
and healthcare, Saudi Press 

Agency reported.
The deals will be signed 

during a Saudi-Korean 
investment forum held in 
Riyadh, it added.

Saudi Investment Minister 

Khaled Al-Falih and Korean 
Trade, Industry and Energy 
Minister Moon Sungwook 
will hold a meeting today 
for the Saudi-Korean Vision 
2030 committee, SPA said.

…To Sign Initial Deals In Energy, Technology

about a dozen more.
The UAE said it reserved the 

right to respond to “terrorist 
attacks and criminal escalation”. 
Two Indians and a Pakistani 
working for UAE oil giant ADNOC 
died in the Houthi attack that 
ignited fire near Abu Dhabi’s 
airport.

Yahya Saree, the military 

spokesman of the Houthis said 
on Monday that the group had 
“carried out … a successful military 
operation” against “important 
and sensitive Emirati sites and 
installations” using both ballistic 
missiles and drones.

He also urged civilians and 
foreign firms to “stay away from 
vital installations” in the UAE for 

“their own security”.
The Houthi attack comes two 

weeks after they seized a UAE-
flagged ship off the Yemen coast. 
The UAE said the Rwabee, whose 
11 crew are now hostages, was 
a “civilian cargo vessel”, but the 
Houthi claim the ship was carrying 
weapons.

The UAE has armed and trained 

Yemeni forces that recently joined 
fighting against the Houthis in 
Yemen’s energy-producing regions 
of Shabwa and Marib.

Yemen’s years-long conflict 
has caused what the United 
Nations calls the world’s worst 
humanitarian crisis, killing tens of 
thousands of people and leaving 
many on the brink of famine.
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Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman made a phone 
call to his Abu Dhabi counterpart 
Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed, during 
which he condemned an attack on the 
UAE by the Iran-backed Houthi militia 
in Yemen.

The militia attacked the capital 
Abu Dhabi using missiles and drones, 
setting off explosions in fuel trucks 
that killed three people and injured 
six others and causing a fire near the 
airport.

And in another incident, eight 
explosive-laden drones were launched 
by the Houthis toward Saudi Arabia, 
all of which were intercepted.

The two leaders affirmed that 
these terrorist acts that targeted 
the Kingdom and the UAE would 
increase both countries’ “resolve and 
their determination to continue to 
confront those aggressive practices” 
carried out by the Houthi militia, who 
have wreaked havoc in Yemen, killing 
the Yemeni people and continue its 
“miserable and unsuccessful attempts 
to spread chaos” with the aim of 
destabilising the region’s security 
and stability.

The crown princes called on the 
international community to stand 
up to these flagrant violations of 
international law and norms and to 
reject and condemn these terrorist 
crimes that threaten regional and 
international peace and security, a 
statement on Saudi Press Agency said.

The Saudi crown prince expressed 
his deepest condolences for the 
deceased and wished the injured a 
speedy recovery.

Sheikh Mohammed thanked 
Prince Mohammed for the sincere 
sentiments, which confirmed the 
solid ties and close bond that unite the 

Crown Prince Condemns Houthi Attack On UAE

The seventh Jazan Honey Festival is 
attracting more fans in the region’s 
Edabi governorate, where the event is 
held annually.

The festival was recently launched 
by Jazan Gov. Prince Mohammed bin 
Nasser bin Abdulaziz. He was briefed 
upon his arrival about the festival’s 
activities and the accompanying events.

Local resident Dr. Mohammed Al-
Ghazwani said the festival sought to 
introduce and showcase the region’s 
various agricultural, tourism, economic, 

and investment components, including 
honey.

He added that the festival, where 
50 beekeepers were displaying various 
types of first-class natural honey, also 
aimed to support local beekeepers and 
that it had helped apiarists to invest 
in the region’s fertile environment to 
produce commercial quantities.

“The festival also helps Jazan’s honey 
farmers to develop packaging methods 
for their honey products, in light of 
the support and care given by the 

wise leadership aiming to develop the 
country and serve citizens and improve 
their well-being,” Al-Ghazwani said in 
a speech on behalf of locals. “Over 700 
kilograms of honey have so far been sold 
over the last three days of the festival, 
worth more than SR250,000 (around 
$67,000).”

Around 3,500 kilograms of honey 
were sold at last year’s festival with a 
total value of more than SR2 million.

A local visitor to the festival, 
Mohammed Hassan Hakami, told Arab 

News that the region could produce 
different types of honey including sidr, 
which was a well-liked and popular 
variety in the Kingdom.

“In the region, we also have other 
honey types, such as Al-Qatad, Al-Majra, 
Al-Samrah, and Al-Shawkah. We also 
have different types of fine beeswax,” 
Hakami said.

He bought 2 kilograms of sidr tree 
honey and expressed his confidence that 
the festival’s organizers would not allow 
low-quality honey to be put on sale.

Saudi Cabinet approved a new law to 
protect the rights of elderly citizens in 
the Kingdom earlier this month.

Saad Al-Hammad, the spokesperson 
for the Ministry of Human Resources 
and Social Development, said: “The 
new law strengthens the position of 
the elderly in society and is based on 
our customs and traditions, by giving 
the elderly priority in services and 
waiting areas and investing their skills 
in a variety of fields.”

This legislation, says Al-

Hammad, grants the elderly special 
privileges and preserves their social, 
financial, and legal rights. It also 
sets harsh penalties, such as fines 
and imprisonment, for those who 
abuse the elderly, be they elderly 
individuals themselves or the private 
and government institutions that 
provide services to them.

He noted that the elderly have 
the right to choose to live with their 
families, and that sheltering in care 
homes depends on the situation of 

the elderly and what serves the public 
interest.

“National centers are part of the 
transformation work in the elderly 
services, with the goal of achieving 
well-being and social integration for 
them, improving their status, and 
assisting families in providing care 
services for those who need them,” 
Al-Hammad explained.

According to Article 8 of the law, 
if a provider is unable to support the 
elderly financially, and no one in the 

elderly’s family can support them 
either, the ministry shall support 
them financially, according to what is 
specified by the regulation.

The ministry is obligated to enable 
the elderly to live in an environment 
that preserves their rights and dignity, 
and spreads awareness to clarify their 
rights. The ministry is also responsible 
for providing reliable statistical data 
about the elderly, which will benefit 
researchers in conducting studies and 
research.

Visitors Swarm Kingdom’s Jazan Honey Festival

Law For Elderly Based On Customs And Traditions

Representatives of the Sudan quartet, from Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Britain and the US, held a meeting at the Kingdom’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Riyadh. 

two countries and peoples and their 
determination to confront terrorism.

During the call, they also discussed 
regional affairs and issues of common 
interest, the statement added.

Also on Monday, Saudi deputy 
minister for defense Prince Khalid bin 
Salman said the Houthis’ aggression 
against the Kingdom and UAE 
represented a threat to the security 
of the two countries and the entire 

region, and showed they were not 
interested in political solutions to the 
Yemeni conflict.

He added the militia had chosen 
an path of escalation and would bear 
responsibility for tampering with the 
future of Yemen and for its attacks on 
neighboring countries.

Prince Khalid urged the 
international community to stand 
up to such Houthi transgressions, 

including its threatening of security of 
international waterways, and to their 
regional supporter, Iran, who he said 
considered the region and its security 
as negotiating cards.

He also said Iran’s continued 
support of the militia with weapons 
and equipment through the ports 
of Hodeidah and Salif represented 
a violation of UN resolutions and 
international laws and norms, and 

called for an international effort to 
address it.

Saudi foreign minister Prince Faisal 
bin Farhan said on Twitter the Houthi 
militia’s attacks against the Kingdom 
and UAE today constitute a threat to 
the region’s security and stability.

The attacks also confirm that this 
militia has become a major source of 
threats to regional and international 
security and stability, he said.
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BY CHIKA MEFOR-NWACHUKWU

Federal government has 
inaugurated the Governing 
Councils of new eight 
federal polytechnics and 
six Colleges of Education, 
CoEs.

Speaking during the 
inauguration yesterday, 
the Minister of Education, 
Mallam Adamu Adamu 
revealed that competent 
and notable Nigerians 
were meticulously chosen 
to help in attaining the 
objective of moving the 
institutions forward.

“We are confident that 
you will bring your wealth 
of experience, adherence to 
and respect for the rule of 
law and due process to bear 
in the discharge of your 
duties”, he said.

He stated that the 
Council has powers of 
general control and 
superintendence over 
the policy, finances, 
and properties of the 
institution.

“It is, therefore, essential 
that you familiarize 
yourselves with the 
specific law establishing 
your institution, as well 
as with other relevant 
laws of the federation. I 
urge you to exercise this 
power with utmost sense 
of responsibility and in 
the best interest of your 
institution”, he said.

He urged them to know 
the limits of their powers 
and how best to avoid 
situations of conflict in 
discharging your duties.

“I want to, particularly, 
draw your attention to 
the provisions of the 
Public Procurement Act, 
PPA, 2007. Prior to the 
enactment of this Act, 
the governing councils 
of tertiary institutions 
were responsible for 
procurement matters, 
through the Council’s 
Tenders Board.

“However, with PPA 
2007, the chief executives 
of all Ministries, 
Departments and 
Agencies, MDAs, took 
over the responsibility 
for procurement 
matters. Thus, in the 
polytechnics, the rectors 
and his/her management 
are responsible for 
procurement while in 
the colleges of education, 
the provosts and his/her 
management teams are in 
charge of procurement.

FG Inaugurates 
Governing 
Councils Of 8 
Polys, 6 COEs BY IKHILI EBALU, BENIN CITY

Hoodlums, yesterday, 
attacked operatives of 
the Department of State 
Services, DSS, in a bid to 
free arrested kidnappers 
in Ikpoba Slope in Ikpoba 
Okha Local Government 
Area of Edo State.

A source in the DSS 
said the hoodlums got 
a tip off that operatives 
arrested three of their 

men who are involved in 
kidnapping and decided 
to lay siege on them by 
the popular Tipper Garage 
by Tenboga Junction to 
free them.

The source said the 
hoodlums, upon sighting 
the DSS operatives, 
pounced on them 
with guns and various 
dangerous weapons.

The DSS source said 
its operatives sustained 

varying degree of injuries 
while their vehicles were 
also damaged.

It was gathered that 
the hoodlums engaged 
the DSS operatives in a 
fierce gun battle but they 
(hoodlums) succumbed 
to their superior powers 
resulting to the death of 
one of the hoodlums.

The source said three of 
the suspected kidnappers 
were eventually arrested 

and are cooling off in their 
custody.

The source said the 
security agency is poised 
to join hands with other 
sister agencies to make 
Edo a crime free state for 
all.

There was heavy traffic 
around ring road down to 
the DSS office, as tipper 
drivers blocked the roads 
with their vehicles in 
protest against the killing.

Abdullahi said, “the road 
show was to create an 
impression that FCT-IRS 
exists and also tell the 
public about the roles and 
services we provide, and 
to also enlighten them on 

Gridlock As Hoodlums Attack 
DSS Operatives In Benin

FCT Internal Revenue Service Targets Over N200bn
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BY IBRAHIM ISMAIL, KANO

Emir of Kano, Aminu Ado 
Bayero has launched a 
mass vaccination campaign 
against COVID-19 at 
Fanisau, Ungogo Local 
Government Area.

The programme was 
organized by the United 
Nations Children’s Fund, 
UNICEF, in collaboration 
with the state government 
and Kano Emirate 
Committee on Health.

Bayero emphasized the 
need for all hands to be 
on deck towards ensuring 
proper healthcare service 
delivery in semi urban 
areas.

He stated that “our 
people should go out and 
get vaccinated against 
COVID-19 and other 
diseases. Vaccines are safe 
and effective”.

The event also 
featured on maternal 
and child health, 
routine immunization 
intensification, COVID-19 
vaccination enhancement 
and zero dose 
implementation in five 
local government areas.

Bayero lamented how the 
community is facing health 
challenges such as polio 
vaccines, malnutrition and 
maternal mortality.

He appreciated the 
efforts of UNICEF, the 
Kano State Government 
and other stakeholders for 
their consistent support 
and intervention in the 
health sector.

He noted that Kano 
Emirate will not relent 
in its effort of ensuring a 
healthy society.

Others who spoke at 
the occasion include the 
representative of UNICEF 
in Nigeria, Moulud Warfa 
and Commissioner for 
Health, Aminu Ibrahim 
Tsanyawa.

Emir Of Kano 
Canvases Mass 
Vaccination 
Against COVID-19

One killed As Chelsea, Barcelona Fans Clash In Katsina

Italian Mayor On Hunger Strike, Resigns To Protest COVID-19 Rule

President Muhammadu Buhari (R) and  President of the Senate, Ahmad Lawan during their meeting at the Presidential Villa 
in Abuja on Tuesday.        PHOTO: CALLISTUS EWELIKE/NAN

their responsibilities to 
the country and the FCT in 
particular.

“We have realized that 
in the past years, a lot 
of people asked is there 
was FCT-IRS. So it is our 
intention to now ensure 
that every January is our 

tax enlightenment drive.
“We want to let residents 

to know that they have 
the responsibility to pay 
their taxes and also file 
their tax returns. They 
should know that January 
31 and March 31 is the 
deadline for individuals 

and organizations to file 
their respective tax returns 
and there is penalty for 
defaulting.

“One way of achieving 
our tax target of over N200 
billion is by the awareness 
we are creating today, so 
that more people will file 

their taxes and that will 
affect our bottom line.

“We are also taking our 
campaign to all the area 
councils and not just the 
city center. FCT-IRS is 
guided by personal income 
tax and the FCT Tax Act”, 
he added. 

FROM COVER

The father of the late 
Abdullahi reported the case 
to Danja Police Station.
According to the prosecutor, 
Sgt Lawal Bello, the late 
Abdullahi collapsed while 
fighting with the accused.
He noted that the victim was 
rushed to a healthcare centre 

His intention, according to the 
report, is to symbolically “block” 
the Strait of Messina between 
Sicily and the Italian mainland.
De Luca was protesting the 
rule which states that only 
vaccinated or convalescent 

FROM COVER

FROM COVER

but he later died.
The alleged killer, Yusuf, was 
arraigned before a Katsina 
Senior Magistrate Court for 
homicide on Monday.
Part of the first information 
report as read in the court 
stated that: “On December 
18, 2021, around 3.30pm, 
Saifullahi Abdullahi had an 
argument with you, Idris 

Yusuf, 18, of Hayan Asibiti 
Quarters, Danja, over 
which football club is more 
powerful and better between 
Chelsea FC and Barcelona 
FC in the European 
Championship. It resulted 
in a fight during which the 
said Abdullahi collapsed and 
became unconscious.
“Consequently, the victim 

was rushed to Danja 
Comprehensive Health 
Centre where he was 
admitted and later died 
while receiving treatment 
and was certified dead 
by a medical doctor”. The 
magistrate directed that the 
alleged killer be remanded at 
Katsina Custodial Centre till 
the next hearing date.

people can enter or leave the 
Mediterranean Island on ferries 
or by plane.
The politician claims that the 
state was holding Sicily “captive.” 
On Monday, he submitted his 
resignation as Mayor with effect 
from February.
Yesterday morning, the 49 year-

old announced the start of the 
hunger strike on his Facebook 
account.
The government in Rome had 
issued stricter rules on January 
10 to curb the spread of the 
virus and make those refusing 
to get vaccinated to change their 
minds.

The vaccinated or convalescent 
rule now applies in hotels, 
congress centres, restaurants, 
ski lifts and local and long 
distance transport like ferries.
So far, almost 80 percent of 
Italians have received full 
vaccination protection.
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Head of the Civil Service 
of the Federation, Dr 
Folashade Yemi-Esan, said 
the Academic Staff Union 
of Universities, ASUU, 
and the Nigerian Medical 
Association, NMA, as well 
as their affiliates are not 
recognized labour unions 
in the public service.

Speaking during the 
opening of the separate 
and joint meetings of the 
National Public Service 
Negotiating Councils 
which was attended by the 
Minister of Labour and 
Employment, Dr Chris 
Ngige, and the National 
President of the Nigeria 
Labour Congress, NLC, 
Ayuba Wabba, Yemi-Esan 
added that the federal 
government is considering 
creating two additional 
councils in the education 
and health sectors.

“While you sit at plenary, 
I ask that among other 
crucial matters to be 
discussed, you are enjoined 
to note that unions like 
the Nigeria Medical 
Association and Academic 
Staff Union of Universities 
and their affiliates are not 
members of any recognized 
labour union in the public 
service and government 
is considering bringing 
the health and education 
sectors to constitute two 
additional councils, subject 
to recommendations 
emerging from the 
meetings.

“Sustaining industrial 
harmony in any sector 
of a country’s economy, 
including the public sector, 
is strategic and cardinal to 
national development. This 
is because there cannot be 
meaningful development 
where the grievances of 
workers, who are the drivers 
of development, are ignored.

“In line with the principle 
and practice of collective 
bargaining, government, 
particularly in recent times, 
has had to engage organized 
labour unions in constant 
dialogue. Thus, it is pleasing 
to note that such effort has 
not been in vain, as we 
can appreciate the evident 
harmonious industrial 
atmosphere in the country.

“Of course, this would not 
have been possible without 
the understanding and 
support of the organized 
labour unions. Our 
gathering here today is one 
of our relentless efforts 
towards ensuring the 
sustenance of this cordial 
relationship.

ASUU, NMA Not 
Recognized Labour 
Unions - FG

Arewa Youth Consultative 
Forum, AYCF, has cautioned 
the National Leader of the All 
Progressives Congress, APC, 
Bola Tinubu, against vying for 
the presidency in 2023.

National President of AYCF, 
Yerima Shettima, said Nigeria 
needs younger and vibrant 
leaders.

Shettima, who described 
Tinubu as a kingmaker, noted 
that kingmakers don’t become 
kings; hence he should jettison 
the idea.

He urged the former 
Lagos State governor to play 

an advisory role in moving 
Nigeria forward rather than 
becoming the president.

According to Shettima, 
“We need more younger 
and vibrant elements to 
champion or pilot the affairs 
of the country, so it is wrong 
for the likes of him (Tinubu) 
that is supposed to be in the 
background to start yearning 
to come back to rule the 
country.

“We can’t expect to 
continue doing one thing 
the same way and expect to 
get a different result, nobody 

is happy with the way this 
country is, so I expect the likes 
of him to play advisory roles 
on how the country should 
move forward.

“He has been a kingmaker, 
and in most cases, a kingmaker 
can’t become a king; that is the 
natural aspect of it.

“However, it will be better if 
he yields to advise and do the 
needful, but nobody would 
deprive him of contesting 
because it is within his 
constitutional right, but 
Nigerians will decide at the 
ballot.

United States of America 
and the United Kingdom 
have refused Nnamdi’s 
Kanu’s request to send 
representatives to 
observe his trial.

Leader of the 
Indigenous People 
of Biafra, IPOB, had 
written to the United 
States Ambassador in 
Nigeria, Mary Beth 

US, UK decline Kanu’s Request To Observe Trial
Leonard, urging her to 
send representatives 
to observe proceedings 
in his ongoing trial at 
the Federal High Court 
in Abuja to ensure fair 
hearing.

Kanu, who is standing 
trial in a seven-count 
amended charge before 
Justice Binta Nyako of 
the Federal High Court 

in Abuja, also wrote the 
United Kingdom (UK) 
High Commissioner to 
Nigeria, Catriona Laing, 
requesting the presence of 
British envoys to observe 
his trial holding at the 
Federal High Court, Abuja 
Division on January 18, 
19 and 20.

While the USA said it 
is limiting its employees 

“In 2023, we are going to 
work on competency, anybody 
can contest; whoever feels 
they want to contest should 
come up with their best 11 
and we will come forward 
with ours in the north, and 
Nigerians will decide”.

Tinubu had last week 
informed President 
Muhammadu Buhari of 
his intention to run for the 
presidency in 2023.

The APC national leader had 
informed the president that 
running for the presidency 
was his lifelong aspiration.

2023: Kingmakers Don’t Become 
Kings – Arewa Youths Warn Tinubu
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from attending public 
gatherings, the UK 
explained that it does not 
normally attend a court 
case involving a British 
national.

The US Embassy 
and the British High 
Commission said these 
in separate responses to 
inquiries from journalists.

Members of Coalition of Pro-Osinbajo Women Groups during their rally at the APC Women National Conference in Abuja 
yesterday.          PHOTO: TYOZENDA TYOAKAA

BY ISMAILA JIMOH, ABUJA

Federal Capital Territory 
Administration, FCTA, 
yesterday, commenced an 
aggressive enforcement 
of ‘no COVID-19 jab, no 
entry’ into its premises.

Special Assistant on 
Monitoring, Inspection 
and Enforcement to the 
FCT Minister, Ikharo 
Attah, who led the 
enforcement team to 
all FCTA Secretariats,  
Departments and 
Agencies, explained that 
while no staff or visitors 
are being forced to take the 
vaccines, every individual 
must present either a 
vaccination card or a 
negative COVID-19 test 
result to gain access into 
the premises.

He said the 
administration decided 
to take the stringent 
measure in order to 
protect staff and everyone 
that has anything to do 
with the administration, 
considering the fact that 
cases of the Omicron 
variant are surging.

Attah noted that the 
administration had given 
staff enough time to 
choose between any of the 
options approved to avoid 
the stress of being turned 
back at the gate.

“We gave a full week 
for advocacy and we got 
a van that went round 
announcing it. Circulars 
were also circulated in line 
with the one earlier issued 
by the Head of the Civil 
Service of the Federation.

“So if you bring your 
vaccination card or a 
negative test result, any of 
the two can suffice.

“Even if you feel that you 
should not be vaccinated, 
then get us a negative test 
result, not more than three 
days old and that will give 
you access.

“People thought that 
we were not serious 
but we have come to let 
them know that when 
the Ministers, Malam 
Muhammad Bello and 
Ramatu Aliyu, and the 
permanent secretary say 
something, they mean it”.

Meanwhile, a visit 
to the offices of Abuja 
Environmental Protection 
Board, AEPB, Central 
Area, Social Development 
Secretariat, Area 10, 
Garki, Abuja Metropolitan 
Management Council, 
Wuse Zone 6 and others, 
showed strict compliance.

COVID-19: 
FCTA Bars Non-
vaccinated Workers, 
Visitors
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BY HASSAN JIRGI, DAMATURU

Yobe State Government has 
distributed instructional 
materials to secondary 
schools in the 17 local 
government areas.

Governor Mai Mala 
Buni, who disclosed this 
while launching the maiden 
edition of Education Day 
and Enhanced School Feeling 
Programme, stated that the 
items distributed include 
educational and modern 
laboratory equipment to 
secondary schools across the 
17 local government areas.

According to him, “we can 
proudly tell our stories of 
success on the account of hard 
work, focus and commitment 
of the state government 
following the declaration of 
a state of emergency by this 
administration’’.

He added that “I am 
impressed with the usage 
of modern instruments and 
application of a combination 
of conventional and 
innovative techniques 
in teaching and learning 
processes which the ministry 
under the good leadership of 
Dr Sani Idriss has invented in 
our schools. 

‘‘The impressive 
performance of our students 
in national examinations is 
a positive indication of our 
collective efforts to equip 
future generations with 
the required prerequisites 
for self-actualization, good 
citizenship and a prosperous 
future for the state’’.

He noted that it is only 
when we have well educated 
and equipped citizenry that 
the state can explore and 
exploit its richly endowed 
human and natural resources. 
As we are all aware, the 
education sector was the 
most affected at the peak of 
the insurgency attacks and 
needs prompt and definite 
action for speedy recovery 
to facilitate socio-economic 
development of the state

He urged the secondary 
schools to ensure the best 
use of the items to facilitate 
delivery of quality learning 
outcomes.

He warned that anybody 
caught diverting the 
materials would be punished 
as the state government 
would not fold its arms and 
allow anybody to sabotage 
its commitment toward 
promoting education.

Yobe Govt 
Distributes 
Instructional 
Materials To 
Secondary Schools

BY ANIEFIOK OBONG, YENAGOA

Bayelsa State Governor, 
Senator Douye Diri, said 
the state is one of the most 
affected by climate change in 
Nigeria due to the high degree 
of carbon emissions and 
environmental degradation. 

Diri stated this recently in 
his office at the Government 
House, Yenagoa, when a 
consultancy firm, Ecologistics 
Integrated Services, presented 
a report on the state’s 
participation at the 26th 
session of the Conference of 
Parties, COP26, at Glasgow, 

Scotland.
He said the world was 

transiting from oil to cleaner 
energy and that all concerned 
should be part of the process 
so that the state would not be 
left behind.

He also called on 
environmental activists to 
partner with government to 
attract the needed resources 
for the development of the 
state.

In a statement by his 
Chief Press Secretary, Daniel 
Alabrah, the governor 
explained that Bayelsa 
participated at COP26 as 
one of the most affected 
states by climate change 

and the conference provided 
an opportunity to take its 
challenges to a global platform.

The governor noted that the 
state is blessed with abundant 
resources that need to be 
harnessed through partnership 
and collaborations.

He thanked the consultants 
for making a comprehensive 
report on the state’s 
participation at the conference, 
adding that government would 
work with them to explore 
other areas to improve its 
economy.

“Bayelsa State is one of 
the most affected by climate 
change in Nigeria. It is at 
the epicenter in terms of 

BY ABDUL SALAUDEEN ILORIN

Kwara State Governor, 
AbdulRahman AbdulRazaq, 
has inaugurated five new 
cabinet members, urging 
them to key into the 
rebuilding efforts of the 
administration.

The newly inaugurated 
cabinet members are 
Abdulmaliq Risikatullah 
(Women Affairs); 
George Olabode Towoju 
(Communications); Ibrahim 
Akaje (Housing and Urban 
Development); and Adamu 
Bake (Youth). 

Newly appointed Special 
Adviser on Legal Matters, 
Barrister Sambo Murtala, was 
also sworn in. 

Gov AbdulRazaq Swears-in New 
Cabinet Members, Redeploys Three  

The governor also moved 
three existing cabinet 
members to other ministries, 
a step which he said is meant 
to improve service delivery to 
the people. 

The rejig saw Olaitan 
Abosede Buraimoh moving 
from Communications 
to Environment, while 
Remilekun Banigbe now 
heads the newly created 
Budget and Planning. 

Formerly of Youth 
Development, Adenike 
Harriet Oshatimehin, goes 
to the newly created Solid 
Minerals which evolved from 
the defunct bulky Ministry of 
Enterprise.

Deborah Aremu stays in 
the now stand-alone Ministry 
of Social Development. 

The new development 
means the state now has 
20 ministries with the old 
Ministry of Finance and 
Planning evolving into 
Ministry of Finance and 
Ministry of Budget and 
Planning respectively.

The old Works Ministry 
has now been divided 
into Ministry of Works 
and Ministry of Housing 
and Urban Development 
respectively. 

Enterprise is now Ministry 
of Business, Innovation and 
Technology and Ministry of 
Solid Minerals apiece.

The old Ministry of 
Women Affairs and Social 
Development is now 
Ministry of Women Affairs 
and Ministry of Social 

climate change. Our people 
and environment have been 
affected.

“Recently, we had one of 
the worst oil spills in the 
world in Nembe community. 
That explains what people are 
suffering in the state. For us, 
that was an opportunity to 
take our issues to the world.

“Let me use this opportunity 
to call on our environmental 
activists to be part of this 
process and ensure that we are 
not left out in this transition 
we are about to experience. 
Particularly those of us from 
this state, oil is about to finish 
and we are transiting to cleaner 
energy.

Bayelsa Most Affected By 
Climate Change – Diri
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Development respectively. 
“I congratulate you on 

your joining the Kwara 
State Executive Council. It 
is an opportunity for you to 
contribute your quota to the 
development of our state”, 
the governor said at the brief 
event.

“Your nomination 
underscores our efforts 
to deepen inclusion. Our 
decision to expand the 
ministries serves to break 
new grounds in terms 
of human capital and 
infrastructural development.  

“While four new 
commissioners and a special 
adviser are coming on board 
today, we are at the same time 
moving some existing cabinet 
members to new areas. 

BY IKHILI EBALU, BENIN CITY

Director, Department 
of Fisheries, Ministry 
of Agriculture and Food 
Security in Edo State, 
Mr Friday Ehimare, said 
no fewer than 449 fish 
farmers have so far been 
empowered from 2018 till 
date.

Ehimare disclosed 
this recently in Ekehuan 
village, Ovia North East 
Local Government Area 
during the department’s 
sensitization campaign 
against obnoxious 
fisheries practices.

He said the campaign 
had become necessary 
following the continuous 
use of harmful chemicals 
in aqua-culture.

He noted that the state 
government in its bid to 
boost the protein intake 
of its populace, create job 
and income, had created 
Fish Cluster Farming 
Empowerment under the 
Commercial Agricultural 
Credit Scheme, CACS.

“A total of eight clusters 
made up of 449 fish 
farmers have so far been 
empowered.

“The campaign is 
essentially to discourage 
fish farmers against the 
use of chemicals in aquatic 
ecosystem and to educate 
them on the best and 
acceptable practices.

“The use of chemicals 
such as gammalin 20, 
DDT among others when 
introduced into water, kills 
every living thing therein.

“Some common fish 
species such as gold fish, 
butterfly fish, other 
organisms like turtle, 
snails and crabs are rarely 
found in the water due to 
continuous use of harmful 
chemicals”, he said.

According to him, the 
chemical residue in fish 
muscle is also dangerous 
to fish consumers and also 
reduce income. So we will 
continue to educate them.

Ehimare thanked the 
governor for the approval 
of funding of the campaign

The chairman of fish 
farmers in the village, 
Mr Faith Eyituoyor, in 
his remark, thanked the 
ministry for the education 
and promised to adhere 
to aqua-culture best 
practices.

Edo Govt 
Empowers 
449 Fish 
FarmersBayelsa

EDOYobe

KWARA

From left: Chief Executive Officer, Nigeria Women Trust Fund, Mufuliat Fijabi; Executive Director, International Press Centre 
(IPC), Lanre Arogundade; and the Executive Director, Partners for Electoral Reforms, Ezenwa Nwagwu, during the Civil 
Societies Statement on the Electoral Amendment Bill as National Assembly resume from recess, in Abuja on Tuesday. 
          PHOTO: HOGAN BASSEY/NAN
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BY OWEN AKENZUA, ASABA

Delta State Commissioner 
for Information, Charles 
Aniagwu has restated 
the state government’s 
commitment to continue 
to maintain the existing 
robust relationship 
with the leadership of 
the Nigeria Union of 
Journalists, NUJ.

Aniagwu stated this 
when the Chairman of the 
State Council of the NUJ, 
Comrade Michael Ikeogwu, 
led a delegation to pay him 
a courtesy visit in his office 
in Asaba.

The commissioner said 
the state government had 
no intention of fighting 
any cold war with the union 
as it is being speculated in 
some quarters, adding that 
the media would continue 
to be instrumental in 
the resolve of the Ifeanyi 
Okowa administration to 
finish strong in the state.

He frowned at some 
unfortunate publications 
insinuating that some 
sections of the media were 
being marginalized in 
the state, adding that the 
state government has no 
intention whatsoever to 
relate with the NUJ in a 
divide-and-rule system.

Aniagwu enjoined the 
leadership of the union 
to continue to drum the 
message of accuracy in 
news reporting to its 
members to forestall 
offensive and falsehood 
in their bid to be 
unnecessarily sensational 
in their reportage, adding 
that such unguarded 
reportage could lead to 
untrustworthiness from 
the reading public when 
eventually discovered.

He disclosed that state 
government had done a 
lot in repositioning state 
media outfits, adding 
that the Press Centre of 
the union being built by 
the state government was 
90 percent complete and 
would be delivered soon.

He enjoined Comrade 
Ikeogwu to continue to 
build lasting bridges of 
reconciliation with critical 
stakeholders of the union 
in the state and beyond, 
emphasizing that there is 
much to be gained from 
unity of purpose.

Commissioner 
Harps On 
Harmonious 
Relationship 
With NUJ 

BY CALEB ISHAYA, ABUJA

A Federal High Court, 
Abuja, yesterday, adjourned 
the re-arraignment of the 
Leader of the proscribed 
Indigenous People of Biafra, 
IPOB, Nnamdi Kanu, until 
today over the delay by the 
prosecution to serve the 
defence with the amended 
charge.

Justice Binta Nyako 
fixed the date after Kanu’s 
lead counsel, Chief Mike 
Ozekhome, opposed the 
plan to re-arraign his client 
on fresh 15-count charge 

following the late service 
of the application.

It would be recalled AGF 
had, on Monday, filed 
fresh charges bordering on 
terrorism against the IPOB 
leader.

The new charge was 
increased from seven 
counts earlier preferred 
against him on Oct. 20, 
2021.

When the matter was 
called, Labaran informed 
the court about the 
amended charge and prayed 
that the counts be read to 
the defendant for him to 

take his plea.
But Ozekhome objected, 

saying that the application 
was served on them late 
yesterday (Monday).

He argued that since the 
last adjourned date on Dec. 
2, 2021, the prosecution 
fail to served the defence 
the amended charge until 
Monday (Jan. 17).

He noted that though 
the prosecution had filed at 
least six amended charges in 
the course of the case, they 
were in the habit of serving 
the applications late in order 
to frustrate proceedings.

Conference of Nigeria Political 
Parties, CNPP, and a coalition 
of civil society organisations, 
CSOs, have demanded that the 
Executive Secretary, Nigerian 
Content Development and 
Monitoring Board, NCDMB, 
Simbi Kesiye Wabote, 
step aside for a thorough 
investigation of allegations of 
corruption against him within 
21 days. 

The CNPP and the CSOs in 
a joint statement yesterday 
noted that “it is in the interest 
of justice and in line with 
the President Muhammadu 
Buhari administration’s 
avowed stance on war against 
corruption.”

The statement signed by 
the CNPP Secretary General, 
Chief Willy Ezugwu and the 
Secretary of the CSO coalition, 
Alhaji Ali Abacha, noted that 
“perjury is of serious concern” 
and should be taken seriously. 

“Learning of the ongoing 
case in the United States 
of America in a libel case 

Alleged Perjury, Corruption: CNPP, CSOs 
Want NCDMB Boss To Step Aside

instituted by lawyers acting 
on the authority of the 
Executive Secretary in which 
the Defendant’s counsel is 
accusing Mr. Simbi Kesiye 
Wabote of perjury and lying 
on oath in his case against 
Jackson Ude, a journalist, 
in a United States District 
Court, Eastern District of 
Pennsylvania. 

“Attorney to Ude from 
Amadi Law Office at 204 
Blossom Street Extension, 
Suite A. Lynn MA 01901, 
Barr. Beneth O. Amadi, had 
in a letter dated January 15, 
2022 and addressed to the 
Honorable Joseph F. Leeson, 
Jr., United States District 
Judge, Eastern District of 
Pennsylvania, 504 West 
Hamilton Street, Suite 3401, 
alleged that Wabote perjured 
(lied on oath) in his response 
to interrogatories. 

“The court had on Tuesday, 
December 21, 2021 ordered 
Wabote, to provide “full 
and complete responses to 

defendant’s interrogatories”, 
as the court was not satisfied 
with earlier responses provided 
by Wabote and his counsel. 

“But in his reaction to the 
responses by Wabote to the 
interrogatories, counsel for 
Defendant (Ude) wrote to the 
court demanding sanction 
for “Plaintiff (Wabote) and 
his Attorneys for committing 
fraud on the court, for perjury 
and for acting in subornation 
of perjury in this case”, the 
statement recalled. 

The CNPP and the CSOs 
said they “found it shocking 
that if knowingly, and with 
clear intention, as Mr. Simbi 
Kesiye Wabote was accused, 
is working to derail the course 
of justice and to torpedo 
Defendant’s access to justice 
in a case in far away United 
States, he will do worse in 
Nigeria. 

“To ensure that he does 
not continue to obstruct 
the course of justice both in 
Nigeria and the United States, 

The senior lawyer said 
the team of lawyers had 
not had the time to meet 
with their client on the new 
development.

He urged the court to 
adjourn the matter until 
the next day so as to give 
the defendant adequate 
time and facility to defend 
himself in accordance with 
the provision of the law.

The AGF’s lawyer did 
not oppose Ozekhome’s 
request.

Justice Nyako fixed 
Wednesday for the re-
arraignment. NAN
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we call for his immediate 
suspension or he should 
voluntarily step aside for 
proper investigation into 
corruption allegations against 
him and to stop further 
siphoning of the nation’s 
scarce resources for legal fees 
abroad. 

 “We therefore call on the 
Economic and Financial 
Crimes Commission, EFCC, 
the Code of Conduct Bureau, 
CCB, and the National 
Assembly to immediately 
institute open probe of the 
core allegations against him as 
contained in a petition directed 
to the Code of Conduct Bureau. 

“If he fails to resign within 
21 days, we shall be left 
with no choice but to take 
legal actions against him, 
including mobilising the civil 
society community to occupy 
the National Assembly and 
relevant anti-corruption 
institutions until the the 
needful done,” the statement 
read.

BY ABDUL SALAUDEEN, ILORIN

High Court sitting in 
Ilorin has dismissed a 
fundamental human rights 
enforcement suit brought 
before it by two embattled 
pastors of Evidence of Christ 
Fellowship International 
Church, Agbooba, Ilorin, the 
Kwara State capital.

A l j a z i r a h N i g e r i a 
recalls that the duo, 
Pastors Olumide Peter 
and Jesulayomi Adetola 
had dragged the Nigeria 
Security and Civil Defence 
Corps, NSCDC, to the State 
High Court challenging the 
corps decision to file charges 
against them before Justice 
I. A Dasuki of the Magistrate 
Court.

According to the 
spokesman of the NSCDC 
in Kwara State, Babawale 
Zaid Afolabi, NSCDC, 
had in January 2020 
preferred charges against 
the two pastors bordering 
on criminal conspiracy, 
unlawful assembly, wrongful 
confinement of minors 
among others. 

But Justice Yusuf of the 
State High Court dismissed 
their fundamental 
enforcement suit.  

The judge, who held that 
their entire suit lacked 
merit, was time wasting and 
an exercise in futility, asked 
them to go and face their 
trial at the magistrate court.

Oyo State Government has 
called on residents to remain 
calm over the reported cases 
of Lassa fever in Iwajowa 
Local Government Area.

This was contained in a 
statement issued on Monday 
by the Commissioner for 
Health, Dr Bode Ladipo, in 
Ibadan.

Ladipo said the state 
government is doing 
everything possible to 
curtail further spread of the 
disease.

“The state government 
has already set up a 
surveillance system across 
local government areas to 
abate further transmission 
of the disease.

“The Ministry of Health 
has repositioned doses 
of antiviral agents for 
treatment of the reported 
cases.

Court Dismisses 
Suit Against 
NSCDC In Kwara

Oyo Govt Allays 
Fears Over Lassa 
Fever Cases

KWARA

KWARA

OYO

Health Team of Catholic Caritas Foundation of Nigeria (CCFN) during a free COVID-19 vaccinations program in conjunction 
with Enugu State Ministry of Health at Mayor Market Bus Stop, Awkunawnaw in Enugu Metropolis on Tuesday.
          PHOTO: MIKE AGADA/HB/NAN
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BY MARIAM SANNI, ABUJA

Nigeria, Africa’s largest economy, in its 
efforts to promote rice sufficiency across 
the country has been making substantial 
efforts to encourage domestic cultivation 
and completely eliminate import using 
incentives such as subsidized loans, cheap 
fertilizer, free farmlands and tax rebates.

Government’s efforts to boost domestic 
production have, however, been curtailed 
by smuggled imports, which were selling for 
25 percent lower than locally-produced rice.    

The Central Bank of Nigeria, CBN, had 
in 2015 restricted the import of 40 items, 
including rice, from accessing dollars 
from the interbank market and bureau-
de-change. In March 2016, government, 
after previously lifting the ban on imports 
through land borders, imposed the ban 
again.

These restrictions led to a gradual decline 
in imports and resulted in increase in the 
price of imported rice. Consequently, the 
price gap that made cheaper imported rice 
more attractive began to narrow. The most 
effective measure against rice imports, 
however, was the closure of the land borders 
in August 2019. Since Nigeria closed its land 
borders, the price of rice, a major staple in 
the country, has been on the rise.

The price of a 50kg bag of imported rice, 
which was selling at N14,500 before the 
closure of the border, now sells for N32,000 
while locally produced rice has also seen 
about 25 percent increase in price.

Recently, the Minister of Agriculture 
and Rural Development, Dr Mohammed 
Abubakar, expressed worry over the 
renewed activities of rice smugglers, as it 
will jeopardize the federal government’s 
gains in boosting local production of the 
commodity.

Abubakar noted that with the huge 
investments and improvement made in the 
rice sub-sector, government will not allow it 
to be hampered by the nefarious activities 
by smugglers and will also ensure that 
the gains made in the sector is sustained, 
following appreciable contribution from 
it to the nation’s Gross Domestic Product, 
GDP.

He said: “The ministry is concerned about 
the increase in smuggling and has convened 
this meeting to discuss critical issues 
in order to strategize and come up with 
concrete measures to enable the committee 
carry out its duties effectively’’.

Also, the Central Bank of Nigeria reported 
that it has so far disbursed N864 billion to 
4.1 million farmers cultivating 5.02 million 
hectares of land under its Anchor Borrowers 
Programme, ABP.

The CBN Governor, Godwin Emefiele 
revealed that the amount is what the CBN 
has spent since the programme kicked off 
in 2015, disclosing that from September to 
October, the CBN disbursed N43.19 billion 
to support the cultivation of over 250,000 
hectares of maize, sorghum, soya beans and 
rice in the 2021 dry season farming under 
the scheme and N5.88 billion to finance six 
large-scale agricultural projects under the 
Commercial Agriculture Credit Scheme, 
CACS.

However, President Muhammadu Buhari 
has unveiled a 1.2 million -bag paddy rice 

pyramid, in Abuja.
President Buhari commended the 

CBN governor for initiating the Anchor 
Borrowers Programme through which the 
massive rice production was achieved.

In his address, the president said his food 
security agenda would drive down the prices 
of food items.

He explained that from a national paddy 
rice production of about 4.5 tons per annum 
before the ABP initiative in 2015, paddy rice 
production rose to over nine million tons 
by last year.

’’The significance of today’s occasion 
can be better understood by looking at 
the various economic strides that the 
administration has achieved through 
agriculture. 

‘’When we assumed the reins of leadership 
in 2015, the administration identified 
the anchor borrowers’ programme as an 
essential policy instrument for achieving 
economic diversification through 
agriculture. 

‘’To achieve this, the programme was 

designed to encourage investments in 
agriculture and empower smallholder 
farmers as drivers of transformation in the 
agricultural sector and as critical enablers of 
economic growth. 

 ‘’I am indeed delighted that ABP 
continues to receive commendations since 
its introduction six years ago, as it has 
become one of the reference points in the 
administration’s agricultural revolution 
effort. 

‘’In fact, the programme speaks loudly in 
its giant strides as it has increased access 
to finance by our rural farmers, who before 
now, were virtually excluded from the 
financial system. 

‘’The anchor borrowers’ programme 
has so far supported over 4.8 million 
smallholder farmers across Nigeria for the 
production of 23 agricultural commodities 
including maize, rice, oil palm, cocoa, 
cotton, cassava, tomato and livestock.

 ‘’Today rice production has increased to 
over 7.5 million metric tons annually, prior 
to the introduction of ABP’’.

In his address, the CBN governor said 
at the end of December 2021, his team 
had financed 4.5 million farmers that 
cultivated 5.3 million hectares across 21 
commodities through 23 Participating 
Financial Institutions in the 36 states of 
the federation and the FCT.

According to him, Thailand alone 
exported 1.3 million metric tons of rice to 
Nigeria in 2014.

Emefiele noted, however, that the 
CBN introduced ABP in 2015 to curtail 
food imports and since then, Nigeria has 
witnessed incremental reduction in rice 
imports from Thailand.

”By 2016, rice imports from Thailand 
had fallen to only 58,000 metric tons. At 
the end of 2021, they only exported 2,160 
metric tons to Nigeria, thereby saving us 

foreign exchange and helping to preserve 
jobs in Nigeria.

‘’The Anchor Borrowers Programme 
has catalyzed the rural economy and built 
a sustainable framework for financing 
small holder farmers. The programme has 
developed an ecosystem among all nodes 
of the agricultural value chain and these 
linkages can be better optimized through 
synergy among all stakeholders. At the 
end of December 2021, we had financed 
4,489,786 farmers that cultivated 5,300,411 
hectares across 21 commodities through 23 
Participating Financial Institutions in the 
36 states of the federation and the FCT.

‘’We are delighted that these efforts have 
yielded fruits in not just increasing the 
availability of rice, but also in moderating 
prices, reducing imports and increasing 
job creation. For example, Thailand alone 
exported 1.3 million metric tons of rice to 
Nigeria in 2014. ABP was launched in 2015 
to curtail these imports, and since then, we 
have seen incremental reductions in rice 
imports from Thailand.

‘’Beyond increasing our national output 
from about 5.4 million metric tons in 
2015 to over nine million metric tons in 
2021, we have significantly improved the 
productivity per hectare of smallholder 
farmers from about 2.4 metric tons per ha 
in 2015 to between about five metric tons 
per ha in 2021.

‘’These expansions have not only made 
Nigeria the largest rice producer in Africa, 
but also unlocked enormous private sector 
investments in the rice value chain as 
the number of integrated rice mills grew 
astronomically from six in 2015 to over 50 
in 2021 with many more in various stages 
of completion. Today, Nigeria’s milled rice 
matches the foreign rice in quality. Your 
Excellency, as part of this event, you will 
be inspecting some of the numerous Nigeria 
milled rice in the exhibition stands.

‘’Taking a cue from our success in the rice 
value chain, we commenced the “Brown 
Revolution” last year as our mantra for the 
transformation of the wheat value chain. 
Wheat is the third mostly consumed 
grain in Nigeria after maize and rice. It 
is estimated that we only produce about 
one percent (63,000 mt) of the 5-6 million 
mt consumed annually in Nigeria. This 
enormous demand-supply gap is bridged 
with over $2 billion annual importation. 
As a result, wheat accounts for the second 
highest food import bill in Nigeria’’, he said.

In his remarks, the Governor of Ekiti 
State and Chairman of Nigeria Governors 
Forum, Dr Kayode Fayemi, added that the 
next agenda of the administration’s food 
security programme would be to ensure 
affordability of food items.

The Governor of Kebbi State, Atiku 
Bagudu, said rice production has 
significantly improved to such a level that 
a farmer could now earn N400,000 per 
hectare.

He noted that rice farmers have become 
richer than ever before.

Bagudu said the CBN had invested about 
N1 trillion in the ABP and has achieved 
very much in terms of conserving foreign 
exchange, employment generation and food 
security.

X-raying Nigeria’s Drive 
Towards Rice Sufficiency

In fact, the programme 
speaks loudly in its giant 
strides as it has increased 
access to finance by our 
rural farmers, who before 
now, were virtually 
excluded from the 
financial system

“
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BY NAOMI SHARANG

The Electoral Act (Amendment) Bill, 2021, 
passed by the National Assembly on Nov. 9, 
2021, was meant to further empower the 
Independent National Electoral Commission, 
INEC, to conduct credible elections in 2023, 
and in the future.

But the bill transmitted to the Executive 
on Nov. 22, 202, was not assented to by the 
President Muhammadu Buhari.

The President hinged his rejection on issues 
concerning the adoption of direct primaries for 
political parties to select their candidates during 
elections.

Direct primaries are situations whereby 
members of a political party choose their party’s 
candidates through direct elections.

While indirect primaries are situations 
whereby party members elect delegates from 
among themselves who in turn decide the 
party’s flag-bearers for elections.

The National Assembly had at various times 
amended the Electoral Act in order to enhance 
the credibility of Nigeria’s elections.

The leadership of the 9th National Assembly 
which was inaugurated on June 11, 2019, also 
embarked on a journey toward amending the 
bill.

The process started with series of meetings 
and retreats by both chambers of the 
National Assembly: The Senate and House of 
Representatives.

It also involved consultations among 
stakeholders including INEC, civil society 
organisations and other non-governmental 
organisations.

Chairman of Senate Committee on INEC 
Sen. Kabiru Gaya (APC-Kano), said that the 
National Assembly had made several attempts 
at amending the Electoral Act No. 6, 2010, 
but the bill was not assented to by President 
Muhammadu Buhari.

He, however, said the National Assembly was 
poised to give Nigerians a new Electoral Act, that 
informed the decision of the Senate to include 
it in its legislative agenda for the 9th Senate.

“Owing to the challenges experienced in 
the 8th National Assembly as it relates to the 
amendment of the Electoral Act, 9th National 
Assembly decided to adopt all-encompassing 
approach in the 2021 amendment process.”

He said the bill with 158 clauses sought 
to regulate the conduct of federal, state and 

area council elections, to make provisions for 
restriction of qualification for elective offices to 
the relevant provisions of the constitution of the 
Federal Republic of Nigeria 1999.

“The bill also provides for use of card readers 
and other technological devises in elections, 
political party primaries as it relates to a time 
line for the submission of list of candidates.

“It also provides for criteria for substitution 
of candidate, limit of campaign expenses among 
others.”

On July 15, 2021, the Senate passed the 
Electoral Act Amendment Bill, 2021.

The passing of the bill followed clause 
by- clause consideration and adoption of 
recommendations of report of the Joint 
Committee on INEC.

It amended clause 52(3) of the bill to 
empower the Nigerian Communication 
Commission, NCC, to determine suitability of 
network for electronic voting procedures with 
approval of National Assembly.

Clause 52(3) of the bill had prescribed that 
INEC may adopt electronic voting and electronic 
processes where practicable.

The clause, which had provided for INEC 
to determine electronic voting process where 
practicable was however, amended to empower 
NCC to determine suitability of network to 
conduct electronic election processes with 
approval of National Assembly.

The amendment was sought by Sen. Sabi 
Abdullahi(APC-Niger).

Sen.Bassey Akpan,(PDP-Akwa-Ibom), 
however, called for an amendment to retain the 
initial recommendation of clause 52(3) on the 
bill that was amended.

Akpan’s call, however resulted into round 
of heated verbal arguments amongst senators.

In the House of Representatives, the Speaker, 
Femi Gbajabiamila said “for clarity, we have left 
the controversial section 52 as recommended 
by the committee which is to allow INEC to 
determine what to do.

“At least, we have been better informed 
by NCC that came and answered very critical 
questions.

“I want to use this opportunity to talk to 
people out there as well. We all want electronic 
transmission of results, but based on the 
information from experts, it is not as easy as 
it sounds.

“We must get our electoral process right and 
when the time is right, we can come back and 

amend the law.
“We don’t want to disenfranchise anybody. 

We have consistently said that every vote must 
count.

“It is not about 10 or 20 per cent coverage 
or even 90 per cent. If one person’s vote is not 
counted, it will defeat what we have said on this 
floor that every vote must count.

“We also heard an objective view on the issue 
of transmission. It is not like using POS. He told 
us that NCC had about 49 per cent coverage as 
of 2018.

“Since 2018, INEC has created more polling 
units. So, the percentage might have been lower 
or higher than that. They have also told us that 
there is a possibility of hacking and we would 
not want to leave our election to chance.”

“So, I don’t think that electronic voting is 
feasible right now. What we have been talking 
about is electronic transmission and from what 
we have been told today, we need to do more 
work so that everybody’s vote will be counted.”

A Conference Committee was set up on Sept. 
22, to harmonise the positions of the Senate and 
House of Representatives.

The conference committee retained direct 
primaries for political parties and empowered 
INEC to determine transmission mode of 
election results.

Chairman of the Conference Committee and 
Senate Leader, Sen. Yahaya Abdullahi

said “it is imperative to point out that with 
the successful harmonisation of this bill, a 
process that started from the 7th National 
Assembly through to the 8th National Assembly 
has now been completed by the 9th National 
Assembly.

“I am happy to state that most of what we 
call ̀ citizens top priorities’ on the Electoral Act 
Amendment, including the use of technology 
have been addressed by the Electoral Bill, 2021”, 
the Senate Leader said.

Accordingly, while adopting the conference 
committee report, the Senate approved the re-
amended clauses to provide for direct primaries 
for aspirants to all elective positions.

It also empowered INEC under Clause 63 
to determine the procedure for voting and 
transmission of results during an election.

As part of legislative procedure, the bill was 
thereafter transmitted to Buhari for assent.

The President, however, withheld assent to 
the bill, explaining that his decision to withhold 
assent to the electoral bill was informed by 

advice from relevant Ministries, Departments 
and Agencies of government after a thorough 
review.

Buhari in his letter to the President of the 
Senate, Sen. Ahmad Lawan, said signing the 
bill into law would have serious adverse legal, 
financial, economic and security consequences 
on the country, particularly in view of Nigeria’s 
peculiarities.

He added that it would also impact negatively 
on the rights of citizens to participate in 
government as constitutionally assured.

“The conduct of elections for the nomination 
of party candidates solely via direct primaries 
as envisaged by the Electoral Act (Amendment) 
Bill, 2021 has serious adverse legal, financial, 
economic and security consequences.

“This cannot be accommodated at the 
moment, considering our nation’s peculiarities. 
It also has implications on the rights of 
citizens to participate in the government as 
constitutionally assured.

“The Electoral Act (Amendment) Bill, 2021 
seeks to amend certain provisions of the extant 
Electoral Act 2010.

“Part of the objective of the bill is the 
amendment of the present Section 87 of the 
Electoral Act, 2010 to delete the provision 
for the conduct of indirect primaries in the 
nomination of party candidates such that party 
candidates can henceforth only emerge through 
direct primaries.

“The conduct of direct primaries across the 
8, 809 wards across the length and breadth of 
the country will lead to a significant spike in the 
cost of conducting primary elections by parties.

“It will also increase the cost of monitoring 
such elections by INEC who has to deploy 
monitors across these wards each time a party is 
to conduct direct primaries for the presidential, 
gubernatorial and legislative polls.

“Political party membership is a voluntary 
exercise of the constitutional right to freedom of 
association. Several millions of Nigerians are not 
card-carrying members of any political party.

“Thus, the emphasis should be on enabling 
qualified Nigerians to vote for the candidate of 
their choice during general elections as a means 
of participation in governance and furtherance 
of the concept of universal adult suffrage or 
universal franchise.”

Buhari further said that Nigeria was at 
the moment still grappling with the issues of 
monetisation of the political process and vote 
buying at both party and general elections.

“The direct implication of institutionalising 
only direct primaries is the aggravation of over-
monetisation of the process as there will be 
much more people a contestant needs to reach 
out to.

“Thereby further fuelling corruption and 
abuse of office by incumbent contestants who 
may resort to public resources to satisfy the 
increased demands and logistics of winning 
party primaries.

“Direct primaries are also subject or 
susceptible to manipulation or malpractices 
as most parties cannot boast of reliable and 
verified membership register or valid means of 
identification.

“This will therefore mean that non-members 
can be recruited to vote by wealthy contestants 
to influence the outcome.”

On his part, Senate President Ahmad Lawan, 
said the Senate would consult with the House of 
Representatives on how to respond to Buhari’s 
letter on the Electoral Act (Amendment) Bill, 
2021

According to him, the provisions of the 1999 
Constitution (as amended) does not permit the 
upper chamber to exclusively take any action 
on such matters in the absence of the House of 
Representatives.

All in all, the Electoral Act (Amendment) Bill, 
2021 when signed by the President, undeniably, 
would enhance the quality of Nigerian elections 
if strictly implemented. NANFeatures
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Everton Job: Rooney, Lampard Approached, As Martinez Club Declines Offer

Joshua Set To Reclaim Belts In April Rugby To Compete With Football Soon – Dr Are

BY JOEL AJAYI 

As the clock ticks for the super 
8 volleyball cracker in Lagos, the 
sport secretary of NCS, Samuel 
Onikeku, has revealed that the 
team will not leave any stone 
unturned to ensure success when 
the event will start in March.

Speaking on Monday when his 
female team crippled Osun Pearls 
24-06 at the ongoing Mark D 
Basketball female Championship 
in Abuja, he expressed that the 
team, both male and female, will 
be ready before the competition 
proper.

According to him, we have 
already beef up our team for super 
8 that will take place in Lagos, 
come March. 

“Our team, both male and 
female, will be ready, we have 
done some changes, and some re-
organization, because the female 
team has gotten to the semi-final, 
the next thing for us to do is to get 
to the final; we are not supposed 
to come down.

“So, we are preparing well, by 
next week, I believe we should 
start to open camping before we 
finally do close camping for the 
super 8”.

Onikeku Hails Customs 
Teams, Promises 
Better Outing In 2022

Everton are exploring managerial options after 
an initial move for Roberto Martinez ended 
in frustration with Wayne Rooney and Frank 
Lampard now in the frame to replace Rafa 
Benitez.

Reports have it that the Toffees could not 
persuade the Belgian Football Association to 
clear Martinez for a return to Goodison Park.

Duncan Ferguson has been named caretaker 

manager while the club pursues alternatives to 
Martinez.

Lampard, 43, is out of work after being sacked 
by Chelsea in January 2021.

Former Everton and Manchester United 
forward Rooney is in charge at championship 
strugglers Derby.

Everton confirmed on Tuesday that assistant 
manager Ferguson would step up for now, having 

previously taken the caretaker role in December 
2019.

Following the dismissal of Marco Silva, the 
Scot guided the team to five points from three 
games against Manchester United, Arsenal and 
Chelsea.

The 50-year-old Everton playing legend 
led training on Tuesday morning as the side 
prepared for Saturday’s game against Aston Villa.
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that will take place in the UK again. Spurs ,Tottenham 
Hotspur stadium, would be a great place to revisit. 
Wembley also.

“Once you start getting into April, early May the weather 
gets a bit better. We’ve had a number of international 
offers”.

However, the report said that Joshua has announced he 
will make changes to his training team, but there is yet to 
be any official word on what coaches could be drafted in 
and whether the two-time heavyweight champion intends 
to split with Rob McCracken.

President Nigeria Rugby Football Federation, 
NRFF, Dr Ademola Are assured that the sport 
would hotly march football in popularity and 
Followership in the country.

Dr Are was emphatic when he disclosed to 
journalists that plans are underway to realize 
the dream of the game of Rugby becoming more 
popular than any sports in Nigeria.

According to him, we’re currently operating 
silently following the sanction of Nigeria.

“We are holding our Congress in March, and 

officials from Kenya, Ghana and some other 
African countries are being expected to be 
physically present to witness the proceedings.

“I believe after our Congress in March, the 
sanction of Nigeria would be considered for 
lifting. It’s after the sanction has been lifted that 
we will roll out our lofty goals.

“Already, we have been strategizing on the 
marketing, and we are going to come out very 
strong to dominate the sports scene”.

Australian Open: Raducanu Beats Stephens On Melbourne Debut
Britain’s Emma Raducanu showed quality 
and resilience to beat American Sloane 
Stephens in three sets for a spot in the 
Australian Open second round.

On her senior debut in Melbourne, the 
US Open champion won 6-0 2-6 6-1 against 
Stephens, another previous winner in New 
York.

Raducanu, seeded 17th, was sharp as she 
wrapped up the first set in 17 minutes before 

errors crept into her game.
Stephens took advantage to level but 

Raducanu reasserted control to win.
The 19-year-old will face Montenegro’s 

Danka Kovinic in the second round on 
Thursday.

Raducanu cupped her head and dropped 
the racquet in what is becoming a trademark 
celebration, illustrating how much it meant 
to win in her first Grand Slam match since 

Flushing Meadows.
“Both me and Sloane put everything out 

there and it was a very good match”, said 
Raducanu, who wrapped up victory shortly 
before midnight and thanked an excited 
crowd for staying.

“We had some great rallies and I’m 
happy to come through against such a great 
champion”.

Onikeku

Aare

Boxing promoter Eddie Hearn has confirmed  
Anthony Joshua  is expected to fight Oleksandr Usyk 
in April in their much-anticipated rematch.

Joshua is seeking to reclaim the heavyweight titles 
WBA , Super, WBO and IBF he lost to the Ukrainian 
in September.

Talks are ongoing, but promoter Hearn said it 
was likely the rematch would take place in the UK.

“It’s a must win for Anthony Joshua. I’d love to 
see him get victory on UK soil,” he said.

“April is the likely date for that. I feel it’s a fight 

Wednesday, January 19
Group D: 
Egypt vs Sudan - 8pm
Guinea-Bissau vs Nigeria - 8pm

Thursday, January 20
Group E: 
Sierra Leone vs Equatorial Guinea - 5pm
Ivory Coast vs Algeria - 5pm
Group F: 
Gambia vs Tunisia - 8pm
Mali vs Mauritania - 8pm

CAF/FIFA Begin Inspection Of Moshood 
Abiola National Stadium Abuja Today

S/Eagles Vows To Secure Maximum Points 
In Guinea-Bissau Dead-Rubber Game

Confederation of Africa Football in 
conjunction with the FIFA delegation 
will begin the inspection of the 
renovation of Moshood Abiola National 
Stadium Abuja today.

Minister of Sports, Chief Sunday 
Dare yesterday in the company of NFF 
officials, football stakeholders inspected 
the ahead of CAF inspection.

Ahead of the visit of the CAF/FIFA 
inspection team, Minister of

 Sports, Chief Sunday Dare and NFF 
Officials inspect all the segments of 
the Moshood Abiola National Stadium 
Abuja, as the CAF team is expected to 
begin inspections on Tuesday January 
18.

BY JOEL AJAYI 

Super Eagles’ encounter with Guinea Bissau 
counterparts at the ongoing 2021 Africa 
Cup of Nations ,AFCON, has been termed by 
sports enthusiasts as a “dead rubber game’’ 
for Nigeria.

But the Nigeria team already secured the 
round of 16 ticket and has vowed to garner 
maximum points when two teams meet today 
Wednesday 8:00 PM. 

Both teams will be looking to end their 
group campaign on a high with the Super 
Eagles aiming for a record nine-point haul, 
while the Wild dogs still believe they can pull 
up a surprise against the table-toppers.

This will be the first encounter between 
Guinea-Bissau and Nigeria at the Africa Cup 

AljazirahNigeria Sports gathered 
that very soon the stadium that was 
abandoned but brought to life under the 
leadership of sports minister will witness 
international game soon.

Few weeks ago, Aliko Dangote Group 
handed over to the Federal Government 
the rehabilitated football pitch of the 
Moshood Abiola National Stadium, 
Abuja also fitted with new computerized 
score boards.

The stadium was renovated under the 
Adopt-a-Pitch Initiative that aimed at 
using private collaborations to enhance 
the development of sportsmen in the 
country.

of Nations.
Nigeria has already advanced and can only 

play for a draw to finish top of the group. As 
they go into the game, Nigeria has six points, 
while Guinea-Bissau has just a point from two 
games.

A win for Guinea-Bissau will put them in 
the frame for consideration among one of the 
best third placed finishers in case Egypt avoid 
defeat against bottom side, Sudan.

Head Coach Augustine Eguavoen, however, 
said his already-qualified Super Eagles have 
no reason to look down on their opponents 
or approach the game in a carefree manner.

“It is important for us to sustain the 
winning mentality, while we keep our heads 
on our shoulders”.

AFCON Group Stage Fixtures & Time

I think flexibility in general is 
something that needs to be reinforced, 
and not only baseball players but all 
sports. – Jake Arrieta

My motto was always to keep swinging. 
Whether I was in a slump or feeling badly or 
having trouble off the field, the only thing to 
do was keep swinging.  – Hank Aaron

Test yourself with ALJAZIRAH 
easy sports quiz questions

 Who is the highest goal scorer at the 
ongoing AFCON?

First country sent packing from 
AFCON is?   

 Sports Quiz

TUESDAY, JANUARY 18
GROUP B: 
ZIMBABWE  2 -1 GUINEA

MALAWI  0 - 0 SENEGAL

GROUP C: 
GABON 2 - 2 MOROCCO

GHANA 2 - 3 COMOROS 
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Everton Job: Rooney, Lampard Approached, As Martinez Club Declines Offer

Joshua Set To Reclaim Belts In April Rugby To Compete With Football Soon – Dr Are

BY JOEL AJAYI 

As the clock ticks for the super 
8 volleyball cracker in Lagos, the 
sport secretary of NCS, Samuel 
Onikeku, has revealed that the 
team will not leave any stone 
unturned to ensure success when 
the event will start in March.

Speaking on Monday when his 
female team crippled Osun Pearls 
24-06 at the ongoing Mark D 
Basketball female Championship 
in Abuja, he expressed that the 
team, both male and female, will 
be ready before the competition 
proper.

According to him, we have 
already beef up our team for super 
8 that will take place in Lagos, 
come March. 

“Our team, both male and 
female, will be ready, we have 
done some changes, and some re-
organization, because the female 
team has gotten to the semi-final, 
the next thing for us to do is to get 
to the final; we are not supposed 
to come down.

“So, we are preparing well, by 
next week, I believe we should 
start to open camping before we 
finally do close camping for the 
super 8”.

Onikeku Hails Customs 
Teams, Promises 
Better Outing In 2022

Everton are exploring managerial options after 
an initial move for Roberto Martinez ended 
in frustration with Wayne Rooney and Frank 
Lampard now in the frame to replace Rafa 
Benitez.

Reports have it that the Toffees could not 
persuade the Belgian Football Association to 
clear Martinez for a return to Goodison Park.

Duncan Ferguson has been named caretaker 

manager while the club pursues alternatives to 
Martinez.

Lampard, 43, is out of work after being sacked 
by Chelsea in January 2021.

Former Everton and Manchester United 
forward Rooney is in charge at championship 
strugglers Derby.

Everton confirmed on Tuesday that assistant 
manager Ferguson would step up for now, having 

previously taken the caretaker role in December 
2019.

Following the dismissal of Marco Silva, the 
Scot guided the team to five points from three 
games against Manchester United, Arsenal and 
Chelsea.

The 50-year-old Everton playing legend 
led training on Tuesday morning as the side 
prepared for Saturday’s game against Aston Villa.
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that will take place in the UK again. Spurs ,Tottenham 
Hotspur stadium, would be a great place to revisit. 
Wembley also.

“Once you start getting into April, early May the weather 
gets a bit better. We’ve had a number of international 
offers”.

However, the report said that Joshua has announced he 
will make changes to his training team, but there is yet to 
be any official word on what coaches could be drafted in 
and whether the two-time heavyweight champion intends 
to split with Rob McCracken.

President Nigeria Rugby Football Federation, 
NRFF, Dr Ademola Are assured that the sport 
would hotly march football in popularity and 
Followership in the country.

Dr Are was emphatic when he disclosed to 
journalists that plans are underway to realize 
the dream of the game of Rugby becoming more 
popular than any sports in Nigeria.

According to him, we’re currently operating 
silently following the sanction of Nigeria.

“We are holding our Congress in March, and 

officials from Kenya, Ghana and some other 
African countries are being expected to be 
physically present to witness the proceedings.

“I believe after our Congress in March, the 
sanction of Nigeria would be considered for 
lifting. It’s after the sanction has been lifted that 
we will roll out our lofty goals.

“Already, we have been strategizing on the 
marketing, and we are going to come out very 
strong to dominate the sports scene”.

Australian Open: Raducanu Beats Stephens On Melbourne Debut
Britain’s Emma Raducanu showed quality 
and resilience to beat American Sloane 
Stephens in three sets for a spot in the 
Australian Open second round.

On her senior debut in Melbourne, the 
US Open champion won 6-0 2-6 6-1 against 
Stephens, another previous winner in New 
York.

Raducanu, seeded 17th, was sharp as she 
wrapped up the first set in 17 minutes before 

errors crept into her game.
Stephens took advantage to level but 

Raducanu reasserted control to win.
The 19-year-old will face Montenegro’s 

Danka Kovinic in the second round on 
Thursday.

Raducanu cupped her head and dropped 
the racquet in what is becoming a trademark 
celebration, illustrating how much it meant 
to win in her first Grand Slam match since 

Flushing Meadows.
“Both me and Sloane put everything out 

there and it was a very good match”, said 
Raducanu, who wrapped up victory shortly 
before midnight and thanked an excited 
crowd for staying.

“We had some great rallies and I’m 
happy to come through against such a great 
champion”.

Onikeku

Aare

Boxing promoter Eddie Hearn has confirmed  
Anthony Joshua  is expected to fight Oleksandr Usyk 
in April in their much-anticipated rematch.

Joshua is seeking to reclaim the heavyweight titles 
WBA , Super, WBO and IBF he lost to the Ukrainian 
in September.

Talks are ongoing, but promoter Hearn said it 
was likely the rematch would take place in the UK.

“It’s a must win for Anthony Joshua. I’d love to 
see him get victory on UK soil,” he said.

“April is the likely date for that. I feel it’s a fight 
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Confederation of Africa Football in 
conjunction with the FIFA delegation 
will begin the inspection of the 
renovation of Moshood Abiola National 
Stadium Abuja today.

Minister of Sports, Chief Sunday 
Dare yesterday in the company of NFF 
officials, football stakeholders inspected 
the ahead of CAF inspection.

Ahead of the visit of the CAF/FIFA 
inspection team, Minister of

 Sports, Chief Sunday Dare and NFF 
Officials inspect all the segments of 
the Moshood Abiola National Stadium 
Abuja, as the CAF team is expected to 
begin inspections on Tuesday January 
18.
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Super Eagles’ encounter with Guinea Bissau 
counterparts at the ongoing 2021 Africa 
Cup of Nations ,AFCON, has been termed by 
sports enthusiasts as a “dead rubber game’’ 
for Nigeria.

But the Nigeria team already secured the 
round of 16 ticket and has vowed to garner 
maximum points when two teams meet today 
Wednesday 8:00 PM. 

Both teams will be looking to end their 
group campaign on a high with the Super 
Eagles aiming for a record nine-point haul, 
while the Wild dogs still believe they can pull 
up a surprise against the table-toppers.

This will be the first encounter between 
Guinea-Bissau and Nigeria at the Africa Cup 

AljazirahNigeria Sports gathered 
that very soon the stadium that was 
abandoned but brought to life under the 
leadership of sports minister will witness 
international game soon.

Few weeks ago, Aliko Dangote Group 
handed over to the Federal Government 
the rehabilitated football pitch of the 
Moshood Abiola National Stadium, 
Abuja also fitted with new computerized 
score boards.

The stadium was renovated under the 
Adopt-a-Pitch Initiative that aimed at 
using private collaborations to enhance 
the development of sportsmen in the 
country.

of Nations.
Nigeria has already advanced and can only 

play for a draw to finish top of the group. As 
they go into the game, Nigeria has six points, 
while Guinea-Bissau has just a point from two 
games.

A win for Guinea-Bissau will put them in 
the frame for consideration among one of the 
best third placed finishers in case Egypt avoid 
defeat against bottom side, Sudan.

Head Coach Augustine Eguavoen, however, 
said his already-qualified Super Eagles have 
no reason to look down on their opponents 
or approach the game in a carefree manner.

“It is important for us to sustain the 
winning mentality, while we keep our heads 
on our shoulders”.
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I think flexibility in general is 
something that needs to be reinforced, 
and not only baseball players but all 
sports. – Jake Arrieta

My motto was always to keep swinging. 
Whether I was in a slump or feeling badly or 
having trouble off the field, the only thing to 
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Fadar Shugaban Qasa 2023: Qungiyoyin Mata 600 
Za Su Xunguma Abuja Saboda Yahaya Bello

Shugaban kasa Muhammadu Buhari (L) kenan yayin da yake mikawa Gwamna Muhammad Abubakar na jihar Jigawa tulu, a yayin kaddamar da dala na shinkafa na babban birnin tarayya 
Abuja, a filin taro na ‘yan kasuwa da masana’antu na Abuja, jiya a Abuja. Tare da su akwai gwamnan babban bankin Najeriya Godwin Emefiele .           HOTO: ANTHONY ALABI/NAN

Wani masani kan harkokin noma, 
Mista Ismail Olawale, ya yi kira ga 
manoman yankuna da su qara faxaxa 
harkar noma da kayayyakin noman 
gida domin taimakawa alfanunsa ga 
lafiyar xan’adam da qasa. Olawale, 
wani jami’in hukumar kula da 
ayyukan gona ta qasa (NAERLS) 
ne ya yi wannan kiran a wata 
tattaunawa da ya yi da Kamfanin 
Dillancin Labarai na Nijeriya, NAN 
a jiya, a Legas. 

Masanin ya lura cewa aikin noma 
da kayayyakin amafanin gona na gida 
yana yiwuwa a sikeli, idan an sake 
fasalin tsarin noman qasar yadda 
ya kamata. “Domin qarfafa gwiwar 
manoma da yawa a harkar noma da 
da kayayyakin noman gida, muna 
buqatar mu gyara tsarin nomanmu 
tare da fifita noman amfanin gona 
da ke da amfani ga lafiyar xan’Adam 
da kuma aljihun manoma.

“Babbar hujjar ayyukan noman 
da ba a sarrafa su ba da kuma yawan 
amfani da takin zamani wajen 
noman amfanin gona ya ta’allaqa 
ne kan qoqarin da manoma ke yi 
na qara yawan amfanin gona.  “Ga 
manoman da duk sun fita don riba 
kaxai, tsarin da ake buqata na noman 
qwayoyin cuta ba zai yi musu aiki ba. 

Don haka akwai buqatar karfafawa 
da wayar da kan manoma da dama 
kan ayyukan noman da ba na wucin 
gaxi da na xabi’a ba,” in ji masani. 
Olawale, ya lura cewa aikin noman 
qwayoyin cuta yana buqatar canza 
tsarin noman don hazaqa yawan 
amfanin gona.

Masana Sun Yi 
Kira Ga Manoma 
Su Riqa Amfani 
Da Kayayyakin 
Noman Gida

LMC Ta Haramtawa Magoya Bayan Katsina United Shiga Kallom Wasannin Gida

Qungiyoyin mata aqalla 600 ne da 
aka zavo daga sassa daban-daban 
na qasar nan, a ranar Talata 25 ga 
watan Janairu, za su yi tattaki a 
Abuja domin nuna goyon baya ga 
Gwamna Yahaya Bello na Kogi.

 Tafiyar mai suna: “Mata Miliyan 
Xaya na Tattakin Gwamna Yahaya 
Bello, (GYB). Dakta Hanatu 
Adeeko, Ko’odinetar qungiyar 
Women United for Yahaya Bello 
(WUYABEL) ta Global Coordinator 
of  Women United for Yahaya Bello 
(WUYABEL) ta sanar da hakan a 
cikin wata sanarwa ranar Litinin a 
Abuja.

Ta ce taron zai kasance irinsa na 
farko, musamman a yanzu da aka 
kusa shirya fagen siyasa a zaven 
shugaban qasa na 2023.

Ta ce za a fitar da qungiyoyin 
matan ne daga qungiyoyi masu 
zaman kansu, qungiyoyin farar hula, 
qungiyoyin addini, qwararru, mata 

masu yaxa labarai, siyasa da kuma 
mata ‘yan kasuwa.

Ta ce manyan mata ‘yan kasuwa 
da dai sauran su, su ma za su 
kasance a cikin taron goyon bayan 
Bello a daidai lokacin da qasar nan 
ke shirin tunkarar zaven shugaban 
qasa a 2023.

A cewarta, qungiyoyin mata sun 
cimma matsaya a fili cewa al’ummar 
qasar na buqatar mutum mai kishin 
qasa, samartaka da iya aiki domin 
ya gaji shugaban qasa Muhammadu 
Buhari, sun xauki nauyin haxa kan 
su wajen tallafa wa Bello.

A wajen su, Bello ya nuna iyawar 
magance ximbin qalubalen da ke 
fuskantar qasar.

Ta qara da cewa matan suna ganin 
Bello a matsayin gwamna wanda 
ya sake fasalin tsarin mulki a Kogi 
da kyakkyawan aiki mai inganci, 
musamman ta fuskar qarfafawa 
mata da matasa, shirye-shiryen 

Hukumar kula da gasar League 
(LMC) ta dakatar da magoya 
bayan qungiyar qwallon qafa 
ta Katsina United daga shiga 
wasannin gida a lokacin gasar 
2021/2022 da ke gudana a 
Nijeriya Professional Football 
League (NPFL).

Nasir Gide, mai magana da 
yawun qungiyar ne ya bayyana 
hakan a wata sanarwa a ranar 
Litinin a Katsina.

“An isar da haramcin ne a wata 
wasiqa zuwa ga shugaban qungi-
yar, Abdulsamad Badamasi,” in 

ji shi.
Gide ya qara da cewa haramcin 

ya biyo bayan tavarvarewar tsaro 
da magoya bayan gida suka yi na 
cin mutuncin jami’an wasan a 
wasan Katsina United da Gombe 
United FC.

“A cewar wasiqar, LMC ta 
yanke shawarar xaukar matakin 
ladabtarwa ne biyo bayan 
rahoton cin zarafin da aka yi a 
wasan da aka buga a filin wasa 
na Muhammad Dikko da ke 
Katsina.

“Wasiqar ta ce haramcin zai 

kawar da fatara, bunqasar ababen 
more rayuwa, da samar da kiwon 
lafiya da dai sauransu.

Adeeko ta bayyana cewa Bello 
ya bai wa mata dama tare da tallafa 
musu wajen bunqasa, yana mai cewa 
babu wata jiha a Nijeriya da ta bai 
wa mata muqamai kamar gwamnan 
Kogi.

“Kuma da gaske, jihar tana samun 
daidaito a cikin muhimman wurare. 
Muna so mu qarfafa wa sauran 
Gwamnoni gwiwa su yi magana ta 
hanyar tsayawa da wancan Gwamna 
wanda ya ba mu alfahari.

 “Bello ya sani cewa da zarar yana 
da mata a gefensa, zai iya yin barci, 
mun yi imani da qarfinsa kuma za 
mu tabbatar da hakan.

“Wannan zai kasance na farko 
a cikin dogon lokaci da mata da 
kansu za su taru a adadin su don 
yin magana da murya xaya.

“Muna zuwa Abuja ne domin 

kasance har sai an yi shirye-
shiryen tsaro da suka dace don 
tabbatar da tsaro da tsaron 
qungiyoyin, jami’an wasa da 
magoya baya a lokacin wasannin 
da za a yi nan gaba a filin wasa,” 
in ji shi.

A halin da ake ciki, 
mahukuntan qungiyar qwallon 
qafa ta Katsina United FC sun yi 
kira ga magoya bayan qungiyar 
da su ci gaba da gudanar da 
ayyukansu na gari a duk lokacin 
da qungiyar ta buga wasa a gida. 

Hukumar kulab xin, a wata 

neman a canza halin da ake ciki, 
wannan ne lokacin da za mu miqa 
mulki ga matasa, musamman 
waxanda suka bayar da cikakken 
bayanin kansu a wasu wuraren da 
suka yi hidima,” in ji Adeeko. .

Ta ce matan sun lura sosai, masu 
neman tsayawa takarar shugabancin 
qasar a 2023 kuma za su ci gaba da 
tofa albarkacin bakinsu don tabbatar 
da sauyin da ake buqata domin 
amfanin kowa.

“Wannan shi ne dalilin da ya sa 
qungiyoyin mata daban-daban ke 
shirin zuwa Abuja suna faxin cewa 
Yahaya Bello ne ko babu kowa,” in 
ji ta.

Ta bayyana fatanta na ganin cewa 
fadar shugaban qasa Bello za ta fitar 
da iska mai kyau tare da yin kira ga 
‘yan Nijeriya daga sassa daban-
daban da su tallafa wa aikin, tare da 
tabbatar da cewa zai fitar da qasar 
daga tsohon tsari.

wasiqa mai xauke da sa hannun 
Gide, ta ja hankalin magoya bayan 
qungiyar a jihar kan wasiqar.

Daga nan sai ta buqace su da 
su daina aikata duk wani abu da 
zai sa qungiyar ta fuskanci duk 
wata tara ko takura daga hukumar 
LMC.

Hukumar kulab xin ta tuno 
matakin ladabtarwar da hukumar 
LMC ta yi wa wasu qungiyoyi 
biyu bisa rashin da’a, sannan ta 
buqaci magoya bayan qungiyar 
ta Katsina United da su riqa 
mutunta dokokin gasar.



Gwamnatin Tarayya ta yabawa 
Kamfanin iskar Gas na Nijeriya 
(NLNG) Limited bisa dakatar da fitar 
da iskar gas zuwa qasashen waje tare 
da amincewa da kashi 100 na kayan 
cikin gida.

Kamfanin Dillancin Labarai na 
Nijeriya (NAN) ya ruwaito cewa, a 
ranar 14 ga Janairu, NLNG ta ce an 
tsara matakin ne domin qara samar 
da LPG a Nijeriya, da karkata akalar 
amfani da shi da kuma tallafawa 
shirin gwamnatin tarayya na tsawon 
shekaru 10 na samar da iskar gas.

Qaramin Ministan Muhalli, Cif 
Sharon Ikeazor ne ya ba da wannan 
yabo a cikin wata sanarwa da 
Daraktan Yaxa Labarai na Ma’aikatar, 
Saghir el Mohammed ya fitar.

Ikeazor, ya ce irin wannan bajintar 
wani ci gaba ne da aka yi maraba da 
shi, kuma mataki ne mai kyau wanda 
ba wai kawai zai rage farashin kayan 
masarufi ba, har ma zai kawo sauqi ga 

dazuzzukanmu da muhallinmu.
Ministan ya qara da cewa jim 

kaxan bayan qarin farashin iskar gas 
a qasar, miliyoyin ‘yan Nijeriya ba 
za su iya sayen kayan ba, don haka 
suka koma amfani da itace da gawayi 
a madadinsu.

Yayin da yake nadamar cewa sare 
dazuzzukan domin yin itacen mai 
da gawayi shi ne babban dalilin sare 
dazuzzuka da sauran qalubalen 
sauyin yanayi, Ministan ya koka 
kan yadda itace da kuma hayaqin 
gawayi ke taimakawa wajen gurvata 
iska da sauran gurvacewar iska da ke 
haifarwa. 

“Ya kamata a yaba wa NLNG 
saboda yadda take kula da halin da 
‘yan Najeriya ke ciki.

“A gare mu a fannin muhalli, 
wannan shawarar guda xaya ba 
kawai za ta taimaka wajen maido da 
dazuzzukanmu ba da kuma magance 
wasu qalubalen da muke fuskanta ba, 

har ma da sauqaqa cimma nasarar 
bayar da gudummawarmu ta qasa 
(NDC) da sauran abubuwan da suka 
shafi yarjejeniyar Paris.

“Mu a vangaren muhalli muna 
ba da goyon baya sosai kuma mun 
yi imanin cewa ta hanyar samar da 
iskar gas kuma mai araha, kasancewar 
Nijeriya ta fi tsafta daga vurvushin 
mai, yanzu Nijeriya ta quduri aniyar 
rage fitar da iskar Carbon da take 
fitarwa sosai, don haka ta taka rawar 
gani a lokacin canjin makamashi na 
yanzu. .”

NAN ta kuma ruwaito cewa NLNG 
a halin yanzu ita ce ta fi kowacce 
samar da LPG guda xaya zuwa 
kasuwannin cikin gida, inda aka 
qiyasta kimanin tan metric 400,000 
a shekarar 2021. Wannan ci gaba na 
zuwa ne watanni uku kacal bayan da 
kamfanin ya samar da kayansa na 
farko na propane a kasuwannin cikin 
gida kuma ya samu. 

Gwamnatin Filato na shirin sayan 
motoci 100 ga kamfanin sufuri na 
Express Service na jihar, tare da 
gina masa tasha, a wani vangare 
na qoqarin gwamnatin na inganta 
harkar sufuri.

Alhaji Mohammed Abubakar, 
Kwamishinan Sufuri na Jihar 
ne ya bayyana haka a wata hira 
da Kamfanin Dillancin Labarai 
na Nijeriya (NAN) jiya a garin 
Jos. “Mun yi ta yin abubuwa da 
yawa kuma har yanzu muna yin 
garambawul ga harkar sufurin 
jihar.

“Mai Girma, Rt. Honarabul 
Simon Bako Lalong ya yi alqawarin 
kawo kusan 100 na sufurin jirgin 
sama daga qasar Sin don aikin 
layin dogo na Plateau Express.

“Kamfanin sufurin gwamnati ke 
nan, duk da cewa tattaunawar ta ci 
tura saboda harin Korona a 2020. 
Amma, har yanzu ana ci gaba da 
tattaunawa don ganin mun cika 
wannan alqawari.

“Har ila yau, gina tashar bas na 
Ma’aikatar Express ta Filato, kafin 
yanzu tashar ta gwamnatin Jihar 

Gwamnatin Tarayya Ta Yabawa NLNG 
Kan Sabbbin Dabarun Fidda Iskar Gas  

Gwamnatin Filato Za Ta Gyara Vangaren 
Sufuri Da Motoci 100 – Kwamishina

Nasarawa ce.
“Amma gwamnatin Jihar Filato 

ta dawo da ita, kuma yanzu ta 
zama mallakin gwamnatin Jihar 
Filato, wanda muke son gyarawa 
tare da inganta ta zuwa tsarin 
zamani, ta yadda mutane za su 
yaba da mizaninta.

“Muna fatan yin hakan kafin 
zuwan motocin bas xin da muka 
saya. Za mu ci gaba da ganin cewa 
mun gyara tare da sake mayar 
da kamfanin don yin hidima ga 
jama’a a tsarin sufuri na zamani 
na duniya,” in ji shi. 

Abubakar, yayin da yake nanata 
qudurin gwamnatin na tabbatar da 
cewa abubuwa da aka buqata an 
zartar, ya kuma yi nuni da cewa 
gwamnati ta kuma yi tasiri ga 
qungiyar ma’aikatan sufuri ta jihar 
(NURTW).

“Kafin vullar cutar Korona, 
mun ba wa Qungiyar ta NURTW 
da mambobinsu motocin alfarma 
guda 80 ‘06.

“Wannan babban tsari ne daga 
mai girma Rt Honarabul Simon 
Bako Lalong, inda ya amince da 

taimakon mambobin qungiyar ta 
NURTW ta qungiyarsu.

“A wani yanayi da jihar za ta 
biya rabin farashin motocin, ‘yan 
qungiyar kuma za su biya sauran 
rabin,” in ji shi.

Kwamishinan ya ce ana ci gaba 
da qoqarin ganin an shawo kan 
matsalar sufuri a jihar.

“Watannin da suka gabata ne 
Gwamnan Jihar ya qaddamar da 
kwamitin da zai samar da kafa 
hukumar kula da zirga-zirga a jihar.

 “Za su daidaita cunkoson 
ababen hawa da sauran munanan 
laifuka a tsakiyar birnin, wanda 
hakan zai kawo tsafta da zirga-
zirga a cikin birnin.

“Ya zuwa yanzu, hukumar na 
shirye-shiryen tashi da aiki, xaukar 
ma’aikata da horar da ma’aikata.

“Muna tattaunawa da wasu 
cibiyoyin da za su kula da horon”, 
in ji shi. Ya qara da cewa, idan aka 
tsara tsarin tafiyar da harkokin 
sufuri da kuma manufofin 
gwamnati, za a aiwatar da dukkan 
qudirorin gwamnati na vangaren 
yadda ya kamata.

Shugaban Hafsan Sojan Sama, Air Marshal Oladayo Amao (M), da ya isa Gusau domin gudanar da aiki, ya kai 
ziyara a Gusau kuma GOC, 8 Div. Sokoto, Maj.-Gen. Uwem Bassey, jiya.           HOTO:  JOHNSON UDEANI/MO/NAN

Shugaban jam’iyyar PDP na qasa, 
Sanata Iyorchia Ayu, ya buqaci ‘yan 
Nijeriya da su ci gaba da yin imani 
da jam’iyyar, yana mai cewa a shirye 
take ta samar da shugaban qasar na 
gaba.

Ayu ya ba da wannan tabbacin 
ne a ranar Lahadi a Fatakwal a 
wajen bikin dare da Gwamna 
Nyesom Wike na Rivers ya shirya 
wa gwamnonin PDP.

Ayu, a cikin wata sanarwa da 
Mista Kelvin Ebiri, mataimaki na 
musamman ga Wike kan harkokin 
yada labarai ya raba wa manema 
labarai, ya ci gaba da cewa dole ne 
a sauya shugabancin jam’iyyar APC 
a yanzu.

Shugaban jam’iyyar PDP na qasa 
ya zargi shugabancin jam’iyyar 
APC na qasa yin amfani da ximbin 
arzikin ‘yan Nijeriya don samun 
ingantacciyar rayuwa wanda ya 
kamata ya qarfafa ‘yan uwantaka 
da inganta zaman lafiya.

“Dole ne mu canza wannan 
labari kuma hanya xaya tilo da za 
mu canza wannan labari da amfani 
da ba kawai al’adu ba amma muhalli 
da wadatar da ke cikinta shi ne mu 
marawa PDP baya wacce ta quduri 
aniyar samar da sabon shugabanci 
ga qasar nan,” in ji shi.

Ayu ya kuma ce Nijeriya za ta 
dawo da jam’iyyar PDP bisa sirdi 
domin aikin ceto qasar nan da kuma 
mai da qasar nan mai girma abu 
ne mai yiwuwa. Ya bayyana cewa 
jam’iyyar za ta ba da shugabancin 
da zai haxa kan jama’a a matakin 
qasa.

“Ba shakka jam’iyyar PDP za 
ta fitar da shugaban qasa kuma za 
ta mayar da qasar nan zamanin da 
muke kan mulki, lokacin da muka 
cire duk wasu basussukan qasashen 
waje, lokacin da muke bunqasa 
qasar nan cikin hanzari,” in ji shi.

Tun da farko a nasa jawabin, Gov.
Wike ya ce taron dare wani kari ne 
ga taron karva-karva na gwamnonin 
PDP da aka saba yi.

Ya ce a kodayaushe ana amfani 
da tarurrukan ne domin tattauna 
muhimman batutuwan da suka shafi 
tattalin arziki, siyasa da sauran su 
da suka shafi zayyana munanan 
al’ummar Nijeriya.

A nasa vangaren, Shugaban 
Qungiyar Gwamnonin PDP kuma 
Gwamnan Sakkwato, Alhaji Aminu 
Tambuwal, ya ce tuni gwamnonin 
PDP da sauran shugabannin 
jam’iyyar suka dukufa wajen ganin 
an sake gina jam’iyyar.

Tambuwal ya ce abin da aka fi 
mayar da hankali a kai shi ne ceto 
Nijeriya, wanda kuma zai buqaci 
dukkan ‘yan Nijeriya masu kishin 
qasa su haxa qarfi da qarfe da PDP 
domin cimma wannan buri.

“Ina kira da kuma roqon duk 
wani dan Nijeriya, hatta waxanda 
ke cikin APC masu kishin qasa da 
su haxa kai da mu yayin da muke 
ci gaba da yin tattaki domin ceto 
Nijeriya tare,” in ji shi. 

Gwamnonin da suka halarci 
wannan daren sun haxa da Gwamna 
Okezie Ikpeazu (Abia), Ahmadu 

Lallai PDP Ce 
Za Ta Samar 
Da Shugaban 
Nijeriya Na 
Gaba – Ayu

Wani qwararre a fannin noma 
Farfesa Victor Olowe, ya yi kira 
da a inganta noman halittu, 
saboda yawaitar abubuwan da ke 
xauke da cutar sanqarau a cikin 
amfanin gona da ake nomawa da 
takin zamani.

Olowe, shugaban qungiyar 
masu aikin noma ta qasa 
(AOAPN), ya yi wannan kiran a 
wata hira da kamfanin dillancin 
labarai na Nijeriya (NAN) a 
ranar Talata, a Legas.

A cewar Don, amfani da 
kayan amfanimmu na gida yana 
kasancewa mafi kyawu kuma 
mai samar da ingantaccen abinci 
mai gina jiki da kuma jin inganta 
lafiyar jiki gabaxaya, saboda 
yawancin amfanin gona da ake 
nomawa da takin zamani suna 
da abubuwan da ke tattare da 
cutar carcinogenic sakamakon 
abubuwan da suke da su na 
sinadarai.

“A cikin nomammu ya 
kamata mu riqa amfani da 
kayan amfanimmu na gida muna 
amfani da takin gida a maimakon 
takin roba. Ana amfani da taki 
na tsire-tsire ko asalin dabba don 
taimakawa girma, maimakon 
abubuwa na roba.

“Ana buqatar amfanin gona a 
yau da kullum saboda mutane su 
qara kaimi da kuma lura da abin 
da suke ci.

“Yawancin amfanin gonakin 
da ake noma da takin zamani na 
haifar da cutar sanqarau ne, ba 
kwa son cin abinci kuma yanzu 
ka sami kanka a asibiti.

“Tsarin samar da kayan 
amfanimmu na gida shi ne 
tsarin samar da kayan abinci, ko 
amfanin gona ko dabbobi, ba tare 
da kayan aiki gona na roba ko na 
wucin gadi kamar magungunan 
kashe qwari, maganin ciyawa ko 
takin zamani ba,” in ji Don.

Bugu da qari, ya ce “ tsarin 
noman qwaya tsarin noman 
amfanin gona ne da aka 
qayyade sosai. Ba kamar aikin 
masana’antu ko aikin noma na 
al’ada ba. “Abin da ake nomawa 
na zahiri yana xaukar kusan 
kashi biyu cikin xari na gonakin 
da ake nomawa a duniya. 

“A halin yanzu, duk da 
qarancin vangaren noman 
halittu, shi ne vangaren noma 
mafi sauri a duniya, saboda 
amfanin gonakin da ake buqata. 
“Don haka, yanzu mutane 
sun san abin da suke ci. Suna 
tambaya: “Shin kuna shuka dawa 
ko kayan lambu tare da takin 
zamani?”

“Yawanci, dawa da aka noma 
tare da takin zamani idan an 
yanke shi zai zama ja ko launin 
ruwan qasa kuma hakan yana 
nuna rashin daidaiton abubuwan 
gina jiki,” in ji Olowe.

Bugu da qari, ya ce, “ya 
zama dole a qarfafawa qananan 
manoma gwiwa su riqa zuwa 
qwayoyin halitta,” .

Yawan Amfanin 
Da Takin 
Zamani Na 
Haifar Da Cutar 
Carcinogenic-
Cewar Masani
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كوجي. وبصدق ، فإن الدولة تصحح 
األمور في المجاالت الحرجة. نرید 

أن نشجع الحكام اآلخرین على 
ًالمضي قدما في الحدیث من خالل 
الوقوف مع ذلك الحاكم الذي جعلنا 

فخورین. 
"یجب أن یعلم بیلو أنھ بمجرد أن 

یكون لدیھ نساء بجانبھ ، یمكنھ النوم 
، ونحن نؤمن بقدراتھ وسوف نحقق 
ذلك. "ستكون ھذه أول مرة منذ فترة 

طویلة تجتمع فیھا النساء بمفردھن 
بأعدادھن للتحدث بصوت واحد. 
قال أدیكو: "نحن نأتي إلى أبوجا 
للمطالبة بضرورة تغییر الوضع 

الراھن ، ھذا ھو الوقت المناسب لنا 
للتخلي عن السلطة للشباب ، 

عاتقھم دعم بیلو بشكل جماعي. 
بالنسبة لھم ، أظھر بیلو القدرة على 

حل عدد ال یحصى من التحدیات 
التي تواجھ البالد. 

وأضافت أن النساء رأین بیلو حاكماً 
أعاد تعریف الحوكمة في كوجي 

بأداء متمیز یمكن التحقق منھ ، ال 
سیما في مجاالت تمكین المرأة 

والشباب ، وبرامج التخفیف من حدة 
الفقر ، وتطویر البنیة التحتیة الھائلة 

، وتقدیم الرعایة الصحیة من بین 
أمور أخرى. 

أشارت أدیكو إلى أن بیلو قد مكنت 
ودعمت النساء للنمو ، قائلة إنھ ال 

توجد والیة في نیجیریا أعطت 
مناصب للنساء أكثر من حاكم 

لعام ٢٠٢٣. 
وقالت إن المجموعات النسائیة 

ستشكل من المنظمات غیر الحكومیة 
ومنظمات المجتمع المدني والھیئات 
الدینیة والمھنیة والنساء في اإلعالم 

والسیاسة ونساء السوق.
 وقالت إن سیدات األعمال البارزات 

، من بین أمور أخرى ، سیكونن 
ًًأیضا جزءا من التجمع لحشد الدعم 
لـ بیلو بینما تستعد البالد لالنتخابات 

الرئاسیة لعام ٢٠٢٣. 
ووفقا لھا ، توصلت المجموعات ً

النسائیة إلى نتیجة واضحة مفادھا 
أن األمة تتطلب فردًا یتمتع بالنسب 

والشباب والقدرة على خالفة الرئیس 
محمد بخاري ، وقد أخذوا على 

ستلتقي ما ال یقل عن ٦٠٠ مجموعة 
نسائیة من مختلف أنحاء البالد یوم 

الثالثاء ٢٥ ینایر في أبوجا في 
مسیرة تضامنیة مع الحاكم یحیى 

بیلو من كوجي. المسیرة تحمل 
عالمات: "مسیرة ملیون امرأة من 

أجل ) GYBحاكم والیة یحیى 
بیلو). 

أعلنت الدكتورة ھاناتو أدیكو ، 
المنسقة العالمیة لمنظمة النساء 

المتحدین من أجل یحیى بیلو 
(WUYABEL( عن ذلك في بیان 

یوم االثنین في أبوجا. وقالت إن 
التجمع سیكون األول من نوعھ ، 

خاصة اآلن بعد أن أوشكت المرحلة 
السیاسیة على االنتخابات الرئاسیة 

ًوخاصة أولئك الذین قدموا تقریرا 
جیدًا عن أنفسھم في أماكن أخرى 

قدموھا". . وقالت إن النساء قد 
الحظن عن كثب ، وطامحات 

ًیظھرن اھتماما برئاسة ٢٠٢٣ 
وسیواصلن التحدث لضمان التغییر 

المنشود لصالح الجمیع. 
وقال: "ھذا ھو سبب قدوم 

مجموعات نسائیة مختلفة إلى أبوجا 
ٍلتقول ذلك بصوت عال وواضح أنھ 
یحیى بیلو أو ال أحد". وأعربت عن 
تفاؤلھا بأن رئاسة بیلو ستدخل نفسا 

من الھواء النقي وناشدت النیجیریین 
من جمیع مناحي الحیاة لدعم 

المشروع ، مؤكدة أنھ سیكون 
ًخروجا واضحا عن النظام القدیم. ً

رئاسة ٢٠٢٣: ٦٠٠ مجموعة نسائیة تقتحم أبوجا من أجل یحیى بیلو 

ًفي غرف أبوجا التجاریة والصناعیة  FCTالرئیس محمد بخاري (یسار) یسلم درعا إلى حاكم والیة جیغاوا محمد أبو بكر ، خالل الكشف عن أھرامات األرز الضخمة 
في أبوجا ، أمس. معھم محافظ البنك المركزي النیجیري ، جودوین إمیفیلي 

معظم محاصیل األسمدة الصناعیة المزروعة بھا محتویات مسرطنة
العضویة ھي نظام زراعة محاصیل 

شدید التنظیم. إنھا لیست مثل 
ممارسة الزراعة الصناعیة أو 

التقلیدیة. تستحوذ المحاصیل 
المزروعة عضویا على حوالي ٢ ً

في المائة فقط من األراضي 
المزروعة على مستوى العالم. إنھا 

مكانة صغیرة في القطاع. 
"في الوقت الحاضر ، على الرغم 

من صغر قطاع الزراعة العضویة ، 
ًفھو أسرع قطاع زراعي نموا على 

مستوى العالم ، بسبب ارتفاع الطلب 
على المحاصیل العضویة. "لذلك ، 

ً وعیا وإدراكا لما یأكلونھ. ً
"معظم المحاصیل المزروعة 

باألسمدة االصطناعیة ھي مواد 
مسرطنة ، فأنت ال ترید أن تأكل 

الطعام وتجد نفسك اآلن في 
المستشفى. قال الدون: "التحول إلى 

العضویة ھو نظام إنتاج یتم فیھ 
زراعة السلع الغذائیة ، سواء كانت 

محاصیل أو حیوانات ، بدون 
مدخالت اصطناعیة أو صناعیة مثل 

المبیدات الحشریة أو مبیدات 
األعشاب أو األسمدة". 

باإلضافة إلى ذلك ، قال "الزراعة 

الصحیة والرفاھیة العامة للجسم ، 
حیث أن معظم المحاصیل 

المزروعة باألسمدة االصطناعیة 
تحتوي على محتویات مسببة 

للسرطان نتیجة إلضافاتھا الكیمیائیة. 
"في الزراعة العضویة ، نستخدم 

السماد الطبیعي بدال من األسمدة ً
االصطناعیة. یستخدم الروث من 
أصل نباتي أو حیواني للمساعدة 

على النمو ، بدال من المواد 
االصطناعیة. ھناك طلب مرتفع 

على المحاصیل العضویة في الوقت 
الحالي ألن الناس أصبحوا أكثر 

 كما یقول دون خبیر زراعي ، 
األستاذ فیكتور أولوي ، دعا إلى 

تعزیز الزراعة العضویة ، بسبب 
انتشار المحتویات المسببة للسرطان 

في المحاصیل المزروعة بأسمدة 
صناعیة. 

أجرى أولوي ، رئیس رابطة 
ممارسي الزراعة العضویة في 

نیجیریا (AOAPN( ، ھذه المكالمة 
في مقابلة مع وكالة أنباء نیجیریا 
(نان) یوم الثالثاء ، في الغوس. 

وفقا لـ دون ، كانت الزراعة ً
العضویة بدیال أفضل یعزز التغذیة ً

أصبح الناس اآلن على درایة بما 
یأكلونھ.

 یسألون: "ھل تزرع البطاطا أو 
الخضار باستخدام األسمدة 

االصطناعیة؟" قال أولوي: "عادة ما ً
یتحول لون البطاطا المزروعة 

باألسمدة االصطناعیة عند فتحھا إلى 
اللون األحمر أو البني ، وھذا یشیر 
إلى عدم توازن العناصر الغذائیة". 

باإلضافة إلى ذلك ، قال ، "من 
الضروري تشجیع المزارعین 

أصحاب الحیازات الصغیرة على 
التحول إلى منتجات عضویة".
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المتنقلة في زراعة المحاصیل. 
إن منح أرض المزرعة الراحة كل 

عامین یجعلھا أكثر إنتاجیة في 
ممارسة الزراعة العضویة. تعتبر 

زراعة البقولیات والمحاصیل النباتیة 
التي تغطي مساحة أرض المزرعة 

ًمفیدة أیضا لإلنتاجیة. إحدى المشاكل 
الرئیسیة التي تؤثر على الزراعة 

العضویة ھي مشكلة التعریة. 
عندما یمحو التعریة مستوى سطح 

األرض الزراعیة ، یتم غسل معظم 
المحاصیل المزروعة عضویا. ً

"أنظمة جذور المحاصیل المزروعة 
ًعضویا مثل البقول والخضروات 
لیست عمیقة في التربة ، وبالتالي 

فإنھا سوف تغسل بسھولة عند حدوث 
التعریة. قال أوالوالي: "لقد أدى ھذا 

ًاالتجاه أیضا إلى ثني الكثیر من 
المزارعین عن الشروع في الزراعة 

العضویة على الرغم من فوائدھا 
المتأصلة في صحة اإلنسان". (نان

لألسمدة في زراعة المحاصیل 
تتمحور حول سعي المزارعین لزیادة 
اإلنتاجیة. "بالنسبة للمزارعین الذین 

یسعون لتحقیق األرباح فقط ، فإن 
المتطلبات المنھجیة للزراعة 
العضویة لن تعمل لصالحھم. 

ومن ھنا تأتي الحاجة إلى تشجیع 
وتوعیة المزید من المزارعین بشأن 

ممارسات الزراعة غیر االصطناعیة 
والطبیعیة ، "قال الخبیر. ومع ذلك ، 

أشار أوالوالي إلى أن ممارسة 
الزراعة العضویة تتطلب تغییر 

أنظمة الزراعة لزیادة إنتاجیة 
المحاصیل.

 ووفقا لھ ، كانت قضیة التعریة أحد 
التحدیات الرئیسیة التي قد یواجھھا 
المزارعون المحلیون في ممارسة 

الزراعة العضویة. "من أجل زیادة 
اإلنتاجیة ، من خالل الزراعة 

العضویة ، یجب أن یكون المزارع 
على استعداد لممارسة الزراعة 

 السید إسماعیل أوالوالي ، 
المزارعین المحلیین إلى التوسع في 

الزراعة العضویة ، للمساعدة في 
فوائدھا لصحة اإلنسان والتربة.

 أجرى أوالوالي ، الزمیل في اإلرشاد 
الزراعي الوطني وخدمات االتصال 

البحثیة (NAERLS( ، المكالمة في 
مقابلة مع وكالة أنباء نیجیریا (نان) 

أمس ، في الغوس. 
وأشار الخبیر إلى أن ممارسة 

الزراعة العضویة ممكنة على نطاق 
واسع ، إذا تمت إعادة ھیكلة نظم 
الزراعة في البلد بشكل صحیح. 

"لتشجیع المزید من المزارعین على 
ممارسة الزراعة العضویة ، نحتاج 

إلى إعادة ھیكلة أنظمتنا الزراعیة 
وإعطاء األولویة لزراعة المحاصیل 

التي تفید صحة اإلنسان وكذلك جیوب 
المزارعین.

الحجة األساسیة لممارسات الزراعة 
غیر العضویة واالستخدام المفرط 

معظم محاصیل األسمدة الصناعیة المزروعة بھا محتویات مسرطنة

 قطاع النقل بـ ١٠٠ 
حكومة بالتو لتجدید

حافلة - مفوض ئیس النیجیري القادم - أیو

سینتج حزب الشعب 
الدیمقراطي بالتأكید الر

تخطط حكومة الھضبة لشراء ١٠٠ 
مركبة لشركة النقل السریع التابعة 

للوالیة ، إلى جانب بناء محطة لھا ، 
في إطار جھود اإلدارة لتجدید قطاع 

النقل ، وكشف الحاج محمد أبو بكر ، 
مفوض الدولة للنقل ، عن ذلك في 

بیان. 
مقابلة مع وكالة األنباء النیجیریة 
(نان) أمس في جوس. "لقد قمنا 

بالكثیر وما زلنا ، إلعادة تشكیل قطاع 
النقل في الوالیة." لقد وعد معالي 

الرت ھون سیمون باكو اللونغ بجلب 
١٠٠ خدمة سریعة من الصین لخدمة 

الخدمة بالتو السریعة. 
ھذه ھي شركة النقل الحكومیة ، على 

الرغم من تأجیل المفاوضات بسبب 
ھجمة كوفید في عام ٢٠٢٠. ولكن 
حتى اآلن المفاوضات والمداوالت 
مستمرة لنرى أننا نفي بھذا الوعد. 
ً"أیضا ، كان إنشاء محطة حافالت 
لخدمة الخدمة بالتو السریعة ، قبل 

اآلن مملوكا لحكومة والیة ً
ناساراوا.لكن حكومة والیة بالتو 
اشترتھا مرة أخرى وھي اآلن ملكا ً
لحكومة والیة بالتو ، والتي نرید 

إعادة تأھیلھا وترقیتھا إلى المعاییر 
الحدیثة ، حتى یقدر الناس المعیار.

نأمل أن نفعل ذلك قبل وصول 
الحافالت. سنستمر في السعي لتحقیق 

ذلك. قال: "إننا نعید تشكیل الشركة 
وإعادة وضعھا لخدمة الناس في 

الممارسة العالمیة الحدیثة للنقل". 
وفي الوقت الذي كرر فیھ أبو بكر 
التزام اإلدارة بضمان أن األمور 

تعمل في ھذا القطاع ، أشار إلى أن 
ًالحكومة قد أثرت أیضا على اتحاد 

الدولة لعمال النقل البري 
 .)NURTW)

"قبل ظھور فیروس كورونا ، قمنا 
بتكلیف ٨٠ '٠٦ مركبة من مركبات 

NURTW  لـFord    مجرة
ًًوأعضائھا." لقد كان نھجا رائعا من 

قبل معالي  Rtشرف سیمون باكو 
اللونغ ، حیث وافق بتكریم على 
مساعدة أعضاء  NURTWمن 

خالل نقابتھم. "في حالة تدفع فیھا 
الدولة نصف سعر المركبات وسیدفع 

األعضاء النصف المتبقي" ، قال 
المفوض. 

وقد بذلت جھود إلضفاء الطابع 
العقالني على وضع النقل في الوالیة. 

"منذ بضعة أشھر ، افتتح والي 
الوالیة لجنة ستؤدي إلى إنشاء وكالة 

مرور للوالیة." 
وستقوم بتنظیم االزدحام المروري 

وانتھاكات أخرى في وسط المدینة ، 
األمر الذي سیحقق السالمة العقلیة 

ًوحریة الحركة في المدینة. "اعتبارا 
من اآلن ، تستعد الوكالة لإلقالع 
والتوظیف وتدریب الموظفین."

 نحن في نقاش مع بعض المؤسسات 
التي ستھتم وقال إن التدریب "، 

مضیفا أنھ من خالل صیاغة خطة ً
رئیسیة وسیاسة النقل ، سیتم تنفیذ 

جمیع نوایا الحكومة للقطاع بفعالیة 
وكفاءة. سیاسة من شأنھا أن تساعد 
في اتخاذ األنشطة واحدًا تلو اآلخر. 
"إننا نقوم بھذه األنشطة بالتعاون مع 

المعھد النیجیري لتكنولوجیا النقل 
ً(NITT( زاریا ، بصفتھ استشاریا ، 

للمساعدة في تطویر سیاسة النقل 
والخطة الرئیسیة للدولة ". قال أبو 

واستقبلھوصل للعملیة ، وزیارة في ، (M( رئیس األركان الجویة ، المارشال الجوي أوالدایو أماو Gusau
GOC ، 8 Div .أمس.  ، سوكوتو ، اللواء Uwem Bassey

أل أم سي یمنع أنصار كاتسینا یونایتد من مباریات النادي على أرضھ

لعب الفریق على أرضھ ، ولفتت 
إدارة النادي ، في رسالة موقعة من 

جیدي ، انتباه جماھیر النادي في 
الحالة إلى الرسالة ، ثم حثتھم على 

الكف عن ارتكاب أي شيء. تصرف 
من شأنھ أن یتسبب في مواجھة 

الفریق ألي غرامة أو عقوبات من أل 
أم سي. 

استدعت إدارة النادي اإلجراءات 
التأدیبیة التي اتخذھا فریق أل أم سي 
ضد فریقین آخرین لسوء السلوك ، 
وحثت أنصار كاتسینا یونایتاد على 
احترام القواعد التي تحكم الدوري 

ًدائما.

مباراة كاتسینا یونایتد مع جومبي 
یونایتد. 

وفقا للرسالة ، قرر أل أم سي اتخاذ ً
اإلجراء التأدیبي بعد اإلبالغ عن 

االعتداء خالل المباراة التي أقیمت 
على ملعب محمد دیكو في كاتسینا." 

ذكرت الرسالة أن الطابان سیكون في 
مكانھ حتى یتم اتخاذ الترتیبات األمنیة 
الالزمة لضمان وقال: "أمن وسالمة 
الفرق وحكام المباریات والجماھیر 
خالل المباریات المقبلة في الملعب.

 في غضون ذلك ، ناشدت إدارة 
كاتسینا یونایتد نادي سو یواصل 

الالعبون التصرف بشكل جید كلما 

منعت شركة إدارة الدوري (أل أم 
سي) مشجعي نادي كاتسینا یونایتد 

لكرة القدم من المشاركة في مباریاتھ 
على أرضھ خالل دوري نیجیریا 

للمحترفین لكرة القدم ٢٠٢١/٢٠٢٢ 
(NPFL( ، وكشف ناصر جید ، 

المتحدث باسم النادي ، عن ذلك في 
بیان یوم اإلثنین.

 وقال كاتسینا: "تم نقل الحظر في 
رسالة إلى رئیس النادي ، عبد الصمد 

باداماسي." وأضاف جید أن الحظر 
جاء بعد الخروقات األمنیة الصادرة 
عن فعل مشجعین المنزل باالعتداء 

اللفظي على حكام المباراة خالل 

حث الرئیس الوطني لحزب الشعوب 
الدیمقراطي (PDP( السناتور 

إیورشیا أیو النیجیریین على الحفاظ 
على ثقتھم بالحزب ، قائال إن ذلك ً

یستعد النتخاب الرئیس القادم للبالد.
 قدم أیو التأكید یوم األحد في بورت 
ھاركورت في الحفل الذي استضافھ 

حاكم ریفرز نیسوم وایك لحكام حزب 
الشعب الدیمقراطي. أكد أیو ، في بیان 

أصدره للصحفیین من قبل السید 
كیلفن إیبیري ، المساعد الخاص لـ 

ویكي على وسائل اإلعالم ، أن القیادة 
الحالیة التي یقودھا  APCیجب أن 

تتغیر. 
واتھم الرئیس الوطني لحزب الشعب 

الدیمقراطي قیادة حزب المؤتمر 
الشعبي العام بأنھا غیر قادرة على 

تسخیر التنوع الثري للنیجیریین 
لتحقیق ثروات أفضل من شأنھا أن 

تعزز أواصر األخوة وتعزز التعایش 
السلمي.

 وقال: "یجب علینا تغییر ھذه الروایة 
والطریقة الوحیدة لتغییر ھذا السرد 

وتسخیر لیس فقط الثقافة ولكن البیئة 
والثراء فیھا ھو دعم  PDPالمصمم 

على إنتاج قیادة جدیدة لھذا البلد".
ً قال أیو أیضا إن نیجیریا سترتد 
مجددًا مع  PDPفي السرج ألن 

مشروع إنقاذ البالد وجعلھا رائعة كان 
قابال للتحقیق. وذكر أن الحزب سیقدم ً

قیادة من شأنھا توحید الشعب على 
المستوى الوطني. وقال: "سینتج 

حزب الشعب الدیمقراطي بالتأكید 
الرئیس القادم ویعید البالد إلى األیام 

التي كنا فیھا في السلطة ، عندما قمنا 
بتصفیة جمیع الدیون الخارجیة ، 
عندما كنا نطور ھذا البلد بسرعة 

معقولة". 
في وقت سابق في خطابھ ، قال 

الحاكم وایك إن الحدث اللیلي كان 
إضافة إلى االجتماع التناوب المعتاد 
لمحافظي حزب الشعب الدیمقراطي. 

وقال إن االجتماعات كانت تستخدم 
ًدائما لمناقشة القضایا البارزة المتعلقة 

باالقتصاد والسیاسة وغیرھا من 
القضایا التي تحد من رسم مجتمع 

نیجیري قوي. من جانبھ ، قال رئیس 
منتدى محافظي الحزب الدیمقراطي 

التقدمي ومحافظ سوكوتو الحاج أمینو 
تامبوال ، إن محافظي الحزب 

الدیمقراطي التقدمي وقادة الحزب 
اآلخرین یعملون بالفعل في تآزر نحو 

إعادة بناء الحزب.
 قال تامبوال إن التركیز كان على 

إنقاذ نیجیریا ، األمر الذي سیتطلب 
ًأیضا من جمیع النیجیریین ذوي 

النوایا الحسنة االنضمام إلى حزب 
الشعب الدیمقراطي لتحقیق ھذا 

الھدف. 
وقال: "أناشد وأطلب من كل نیجیري 
، حتى أولئك الذین یتمتعون بالوطنیة 

الكافیة ، أن یتعاونوا معنا بینما 
نواصل المسیرة نحو إنقاذ نیجیریا 

ًمعا". كان الحكام الذین حضروا 
الحفل ھم الحاكم: أوكیزي إیكبیزو 

(أبیا) ، وأحمدو عمارو فینتیري 
(أداماوا) ، وأودوم إیمانویل (أكوا 

إیبوم) ، ومحمد باال (باوتشي) ، 
وصمویل أورتوم (بینوي) ، وسیي 

ماكیندي (أویو) ، وإیفیني. أوغوانیي 
(إینوجو). 

Wednesday, January 19, 2022

 نيجيريا الجزير
 
ة

 

 نيجيريا الجزير
 
ة

 

21www.aljazirahnews.com



Wednesday, January 19, 202222 www.aljazirahnews.com

 نيجيريا الجزير
 
ة

 

 نيجيريا الجزير
 
ة

 

Oil Price Soars To Seventh Year High
BY CYRIL OGAR

Oil prices traded within striking 
distance of its seven-year high at 
$86.71 per barrel yesterday on 
continuing supply constraints 
and waning fears among heavy 
fuel users of another pandemic-
induced slowdown.

In the last two weeks, Brent, 
Nigeria’s benchmark has climbed 
more than 10% to as much as 
$86.71 a barrel, exceeding last 
October’s high, to levels not seen 
since 2014 when oil topped $115.

On the other hand, the United 
States oil marker, the West Texas 
Intermediate, WTI, has risen 
more than 12% since the start of 
the year, to hit a high of $84.78, 
just under last year’s peak.

Nevertheless, the rising oil 
prices is more of bad news for 
Nigeria which should ordinarily 
earn more foreign exchange from 
the sale of crude, but now has to 
deal with paying more for petrol 
subsidy which had been described 
as a drain on its economy because 
there’s a positive relationship 
between the international prices 
of the commodity and how much 
Nigerians get the product at the 
pump.

In the meantime, some analysts 

are forecasting that the crude 
benchmarks would trade at more 
than $100 a barrel again this 
year unless there is a significant 
increase in supply.

The Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries ,OPEC, and 
its allies had stuck to a plan agreed 
in July last year to replace output 
cuts at the start of the pandemic 
gradually, by just 400,000 barrels 
a day each month, despite calls 
by major crude oil consuming 
nations like the United States to 
increase production. Generally, 
the strategy has helped oil prices 
move higher since August, and 
to recover quickly after the 
rapid spread of the Omicron 
Coronavirus variant in November.

However, even at that, not all 
members of the OPEC+ group, 
including Nigeria have been able 
to hit their monthly targets, 
meaning the cartel has been 
increasing output by slightly less 
than its monthly target.

It was recently reported that 
Nigeria’s continuing inability to 
pump enough crude oil, in part, 
resulted in the overall failure 
of OPEC to meet its target 
production for last month.

Whereas the target for Nigeria 

was 1.67 million barrels per day 
for last month, it only managed to 
produce 1.44 million barrels per 
day in December and 1.49 million 
barrels the previous month, using 
secondary sources.

The development has widened 
the gap between OPEC+ crude 
oil quotas and production as the 
group’s steady plan to loosen 
its pandemic cuts, once again 
outpaced actual output gains.

Nigeria has been struggling for 
months with meeting the quota 
allocated to it by OPEC due to 
aging infrastructure as a result of 
years of under-investment in the 
upstream of the oil and gas sector.

Added to these are vandalism 
and sabotage, technical issues as 
well as difficulties with restarting 
oil wells the country shut down 
last year in the heat of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

But despite the limitation, the 
largest individual increase was 
in West Africa, where Angola 
boosted output by 90,000 bpd 
to 1.2 million bpd. Although this 
was the highest monthly level of 
2021, Angola was still 190,000 
bpd below its December quota.

West Africa also saw the biggest 
individual decline last month, 

with Nigerian output tumbling 
and defying state-owned Nigerian 
National Petroleum Corporation, 
NNPC, Group Managing Director, 
Mallam Mele Kyari’s forecast that 
the country would reach its target 
by the end of last year.

On December 22, the National 
Assembly approved an N17.126 
trillion ,$38 billion, budget for 
2022, anchored on an oil price 
benchmark of $62 per barrel.

The approved oil price 
assumption was higher than 
the $57 per barrel price that 
President Muhammadu Buhari 
had proposed to the parliament 
on October 7, and also higher 
than the oil price benchmark of 
$40 per barrel adopted by the 
government for the 2021 budget.

In addition, Nigeria retained 
the oil production target of 1.88 
million bpd, including condensate 
production of between 300,000-
400,000 bpd, for the purpose of 
its revenue calculation in 2022.

This is as compared to the 
output target of 1.86 million bpd 
the government had set for the 
2021 fiscal year.

In addition, frantic oil buying, 
driven by supply outages and signs 
the Omicron variant of COVID-19 

will not be as disruptive as feared 
for fuel demand, has pushed some 
crude grades to multi-year highs, 
suggesting the rally in Brent 
futures could be sustained a while 
longer.

A Reuters report quoted 
unnamed sources yesterday 
as saying that China plans to 
release oil reserves around the 
Lunar New Year holidays between 
January 31 and February 6 as 
part of a plan coordinated by the 
United States with other major 
consumers to reduce global 
prices.

Saudi Energy Minister Prince 
Abdulaziz bin Salman said on 
Monday it is the prerogative of 
the US government whether to 
release supply from the strategic 
petroleum reserves.

Kyari said recently that if the 
prices of oil rise too quickly and 
too high, it would be bad for 
Nigeria as its customers may 
likely look for alternatives to the 
commodity.

Meanwhile, oil analysts have 
raised their oil price forecasts 
for the first quarter of 2022, 
expecting demand to outpace 
supply.

From left: Gov Ben Ayade of Cross River State; Gov Abubakar Badau of Jigawa; Gov Atiku Bagudu of Kebbi State; Gov Kayode Fayemi of Ekiti State; President Muhammadu Buhari; CBN 
Governor, Mr Godwin Emefiele; President, Rice Farmers Association of Nigeria (RIFAN) Alhaji Aminu Goronyo and Gov Dave Umeahi of Ebonyi during the unveiling of the FCT Mega Rice 
Pyramids in Abuja, yesterday.               Photo: Callistus Ewelike/NAN
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Gets N10.5trn Worth of contracts

Momas Electrical Meters 
Manufacturing Company Ltd. 
MEMMCOL, Metering School 
says it will train no fewer than 
4,000 Nigerian youths on meter 
installation and manufacturing 
in 2022.

Mr Kola Balogun, Chairman, 
MEMMCOL, made this known 
in Lagos, Balogun noted 
that the huge metering gap 
in the electricity sector was 
an opportunity to create 
employment for young 
Nigerians to enable them to 
contribute to nation building.

He said: “We trained more 
than 2,000 young Nigerians in 
2021 on meter manufacturing, 
installation and maintenance.

Our projection is to be able 
to double that capacity in 2022. 
We are expanding our school 
now because of the support of 
our foreign partners.

They want us to train young 
females, especially those at the 
Internally Displaced Persons , 
IDP, camps.

We are hoping to train 4,000 
Nigerians this year and once we 
are able to train them, those 
from the IDP camps will have 
something to do going forward.

Training anybody, especially 
in the power sector and getting 
them engaged immediately, 
means you have taken them 
out of the streets”.

Balogun said that those 
trained in 2021 were from 
various parts of the country 
with some of them already 
working with electricity 
Distribution Companies.

He said President 
Muhammadu Buhari had 
always championed the call 
to empower Nigerian youths, 
stressing that this was MOMAS 
contribution to national 
development.

Balogun said: “We are 
creating wealth because those 
trained already are training 
others and engaging them 
positively.

We believe that engaging 
our youths positively will curb 
restiveness and insecurity in 
the country.

We don’t just train but we 
kit them. We also educate them 
and change their attitude to the 
job because MOMAS represents 
good products, good character 
and good thinking.

Our training and the 
curriculum are endorsed by 
the Council for the Regulation 
of Engineering in Nigeria , 
COREN, and the Nigeria Society 
of Engineers ,NSE.

These bodies of engineers 
have come out with the scope 
of the curriculum and it was 
designed to accommodate 
everyone irrespective of your 
background, either science or 
not.

Coy Targets 4,000 
Nigerians On 
Meter Installation 
Training

BY LADI PATRICK

National Bureau of Statistics 
had disclosed on Monday that 
Nigeria’s headline inflation rate 
rose to 15.36% in December 
2021.

Earlier data from the 
NBS showed that headline 
inflation had maintained a 
consecutive decline for a period 
of eight months, from April to 
November 2021.

However, the trend was 
broken in December when the 
inflation climbed by 0.23 points 
to 16.63 per cent, from 15.50% 
recorded in November.

The Statistician General of 
the Federation, Simon Harry, 
on Monday during a press 
briefing in Abuja said, “It may 
interest you to note that this 
trend has been broken by the 
slight change in the month of 
December, 2021 as the inflation 
rate for all items ,Headline 
Inflation, for the month 
increased to 15.63%, year-on-
year. This trend clearly shows an 
increase from 15.40% recorded 
in the month of November, 
2021 to 15.63% in December, 
2021. This is 0.23% points 
higher than the rate recorded 
in November, 2021”.

He, however, said the 

2022 Target Shaky Over Rises In Inflation

CECC Dominates Railway Construction In Nigeria

Ahmed

BY DICKSON PAT

Services sector recorded 
slight growth in the third 
quarter of 2021, buoyed by 
the improved performances 
of the finance and insurance 
sectors, according to the 
Central Bank of Nigeria.

The CBN, in its 2021 
third-quarter economic 
report, said, “The services 
and agriculture sectors 
grew, in real terms, in the 
third quarter of 2021, while 
the industry sector dipped, 
owing to the contraction of 
some of its activity sectors.

“The services sector 
recorded an improved 
growth of 8.41% , year-
on-year, in contrast to 
a contraction of 5.49% 
in the corresponding 
quarter of 2020. Finance 
and insurance, trade, and 
ICT sub-sectors drove the 
growth, which grew by 
23.23%, 11.90% and 9.66%, 
respectively”.

According to the report, 
the performance of the 
finance and insurance sub-
sector was in response 
to the improvement 
in economic activities, 
which led to increases in 
the volume and value of 
credit disbursed to finance 
business and consumer 
expenditures.

It said the agriculture 
sector recorded a slower 
growth of 1.22% in Q3 
2021, compared with 
1.39% in the corresponding 
quarter of 2020.

The slower growth in the 
sector was attributed to the 
3.97% contraction in the 
fishing sub sector caused 
by the seasonal rise in the 
water levels, it added.

The report said crop 
production, livestock, and 
forestry subsectors grew by 
1.36%, 0.12%, and 1.98%, 
respectively.

It said the performance 
of the industrial sector 
improved in the third 
quarter of 2021, recording a 
lower contraction of 1.63%, 
compared to 6.12% in the 
corresponding quarter of 
2020.

It said the sector’s 
improvement was due 
largely to the performance 
of the manufacturing and 
mining and quarrying sub-
sector.

Finance, 
Insurance Firms 
Boost Services 
Sector Growth – 
CBN

development was a decline 
when compared to the 
corresponding month in 2020, 
which recorded 15.75%.

He added that the change in 
the declining trend might have 
been caused by the increase in 
prices of goods and services 
driven by increased demand 
during the month under review, 
which was a festive season.

On a month-on-month basis, 
the NBS said that the headline 
index increased by 1.82% in 
December, 0.74% higher than 
the rate recorded in November, 
which was 1.08%.

The urban inflation rate 
increased to 16.17% year-
on-year in December from 
16.33% recorded in December 
2020, while the rural inflation 
rate increased to 15.11% 
in December, from 15.20% 
recorded in December 2020, 
which was lower by 0.09% 
points.

The SG said that the 
composite food sub-index rose 
to 17.37% in December, which 
was lower by 2.19% points when 
compared to 19.5% recorded in 
December, 2020.

He stated that the rise in the 
food sub-index was as a result of 
increases in prices of bread and 
cereals, meat, fish, potatoes, 

BY YAHAYA UMAR

A Chinese company, Chinese 
Civil Engineering Construction 
Corporation, has handled the 
majority of railway projects in 
Nigeria worth over $25.51bn 
(N10.5tn)s, according to the 
United States-based Fitch 
Solutions’ latest report on 
Nigeria railway system.

The report, titled ‘Nigeria 
Rail: Near-Term Focus On 
Northern Region With Long-
Term Upside For Southern 
Projects’, said Chinese financing 
had supported CCECC to 
handle most rail projects in the 
country.

yam and other tubers, soft 
drinks, and fruit.

“On month-on-month basis, 
the food sub-index increased 
to 2.19% in December, 2021, 
higher by 1.12% points from 
1.07% recorded in November, 
2021”, Harry added.

The NBS also disclosed that 
core inflation which excludes 
the prices of volatile agricultural 
produce stood at 13.87% 
in December, 2021, which 
was higher by 2.50% when 
compared with 11.37%recorded 
in December, 2020.

On a month-on-month basis, 
the core sub-index increased 
to 1.12%in December, 2021. 
This was lower by 0.13% when 
compared with 1.26% recorded 
in November, 2021.

The bureau added that the 
highest increases were recorded 
in prices of; “Gas, liquid fuel, 
wine, actual and imputed 
rentals for housing, narcotics, 
tobacco, spirit, cleaning, repair 
and hire of clothing, garments, 
Shoes and other footwear 
and clothing materials, other 
articles of clothing and clothing 
accessories”.

However, the increase 
in inflation rate after eight 
months of consecutive declines 
may be a potential threat to the 

The report, however, listed 
other companies that are major 
players in the Nigerian railway 
sector.

It read in part, “China Civil 
Engineering Construction 
Corporation has dominated the 
railway construction sector in 
Nigeria, supported by Chinese 
financing”.

The breakdown of the top 
rail projects handled by CCECC 
shows that the approved Lagos-
Calabar coastal railway project 
covering 1402km was awarded 
to the Chinese company for 
$11.10bn.

Also, the Abuja-Itakpe-Warri 
rail line project with a contract 

Federal Government’s inflation 
target for 2022.

The Federal Government 
projects an inflation rate of 
13% in its key projections 
and assumptions for the 2022 
budget.

The Minister of Finance, 
Budget and National Planning, 
Mrs Zainab Ahmed, had 
disclosed this during her 
presentation of this year’s 
approved budget recently.

She said, “Inflation is 
projected to be double-digit 
in the medium-term given 
structural issues impacting 
the cost of doing business, 
including high food distribution 
cost. However, the current 
steady decline is expected to be 
sustained, seeing the inflation 
rate drop to 13% in 2022 and 
10% by 2024”.

Also, the World Bank had 
earlier disclosed that Nigeria 
might have one of the highest 
inflation rates globally in 
2022, with increasing prices 
diminishing the welfare of 
Nigerian households.

According to the World Bank, 
Nigeria is also projected to have 
the seventh-highest inflation 
rate among Sub-Saharan 
African countries in 2022.

value of $3.90bn, sponsored by 
China Railway Construction 
Corporation and EXIM Bank of 
China, was awarded to CCECC, 
Julius Berger and Sinohydro 
Corporation, another Chinese 
company, alongside General 
Electric. The project is still at 
the planning stage.

Also at the planning stage 
is a 334km Ogun intercity 
railway line with a contract 
value estimated at $3.51bn. 
The project is scheduled to be 
handled by CCECC.

The Port Harcourt-Maiduguri 
rail line rehabilitation project 
covering 1443km is under 
construction at a contract value 

of $3.2bn. The project is being 
handled by CCECC.

Also, the 156km Lagos-
Ibadan rail project was 
completed in 2021 by CCECC 
at a contract sum of $1.7bn.

Other rail projects awarded 
to CCECC include the Ibadan–
Ilorin with a length of 200km; 
Ilorin – Minna, with a length of 
270km; and Minna – Abuja with 
a length of 300km.

The 187km Abuja – Kaduna 
line, which was completed 
in 2016 after five years, was 
awarded to CCECC at a cost of 
$876m. The 204km Kaduna 
– Kano project is handled by 
CCECC for $1.2bn.
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As over 1,800 metric tonnes released into Abuja markets

economy

BY MARIAM SANNI

Central Bank of Nigeria, 
CBN, has empowered at 
least 4,489,786 farmers 
through intervention 
financing, leveraging 
its flagship programme, 
the Anchor Borrowers’ 
Programme , ABP.

The CBN Governor 
Mr. Godwin Emefiele 
disclosed this yesterday at 
the unveiling of the Abuja 
Mega Rice Pyramids under 
the RIFAN-CBN Anchor 
Borrowers’ Programme.

The CBN Governor noted 
that APB has also catalyzed 

BY MARIAM SANNI

Oil prices traded within 
striking distance of its seven-
year high at $86.71 per barrel 
yesterday on continuing supply 
constraints and waning fears 
among heavy fuel users of 
another pandemic-induced 
slowdown.

In the last two weeks, 
Brent, Nigeria’s benchmark 
has climbed more than 10% 
to as much as $86.71 a barrel, 
exceeding last October’s high, 
to levels not seen since 2014 
when oil topped $115.

On the other hand, the 
United States oil marker, the 
West Texas Intermediate, WTI, 
has risen more than 12% since 
the start of the year, to hit a 
high of $84.78, just under last 
year’s peak.

Nevertheless, the rising oil 
prices is more of bad news for 
Nigeria which should ordinarily 
earn more foreign exchange 
from the sale of crude, but 
now has to deal with paying 
more for petrol subsidy which 
had been described as a drain 
on its economy because there’s 
a positive relationship between 
the international prices of the 
commodity and how much 
Nigerians get the product at 
the pump.

In the meantime, some 
analysts are forecasting that the 
crude benchmarks would trade 
at more than $100 a barrel 
again this year unless there is 
a significant increase in supply.

The Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries 
,OPEC, and its allies had stuck 
to a plan agreed in July last year 
to replace output cuts at the 
start of the pandemic gradually, 

Nigeria Emerges  Largest Rice 
Producer In Africa – CBN

...CBN Invested Over N1trn On Farmers – Emefiele

BY CYRIL OGAR

Federal Government has 
reiterated its plans to inject 10 
million cylinders of Petroleum 
Liquefied Gas into circulation 
nationwide to increase access 
to the commodity.

The distribution of these 
cylinders, which is to help 
deepen cooking gas utilization 
across the country, would 
be done through registered 
marketers.

This was made known 
by the Managing Director 
of the Nigeria LPG, Alhaji 
Musa Ibrahim, during a 2-day 
sensitization workshop in 
Bauchi on Tuesday.

Where he said that the 
federal government would 
establish micro sales and 
distribution centres for the 
cylinders.

Ibrahim said, “The price of 
the safe cylinders is affordable 
as the LPG is capable of 
improving economic activities 
of the end-users’’.

The Programme Manager, 
National LPG Expansion 
Implementation Plan and 
Senior Special Assistant to the 
Vice President on LPG, Mr Dayo 
Adeshina, urged the people of 
the state to embrace the use of 
the LPG in their households.

Adeshina explained that 
the federal government is 
considering the possibility 
of increasing access to the 
commodity by reducing the 
high cost of the LPG to expand 
affordability.

He said the use of cooking 
gas would reduce instances of 
deforestation, desertification 
and soil erosion which 
contribute seriously to 
environmental hazards.

Speaking at the event, the 
Governor of Bauchi State, 
Bala Mohammed, who was 
represented by his deputy, 
Senator Baba Tela, called on the 
national LPG office to develop 
a means or device to use gas for 
firing automobiles to reduce 
carbon emissions.

He explained that many 
Nigerians are ignorant of 
the potential of the LPG, 
stressing that citizens need 
to be adequately aware of the 
potentials of the product.

Adeshina, had last year, said 
the National LPG Expansion 
Implementation Plan, 
domiciled in the Office of the 
Vice-President, was committed 
to achieving Nigeria’s target of 
5 million Metric Tonnes of LPG 
consumption annually by 2027.

He pointed out that apart 
from household consumption, 
the government was trying 
to increase LPG usage in 
agriculture, transportation 
and manufacturing adding that 
this will enable the country to 
reduce Carbon dioxide emission 
by about 20% and create 
millions of jobs for Nigerians.

FG Mulls Nationwide 
Sale Of 10m Gas 
Cylinders

the rural economy and 
has built a sustainable 
framework for financing 
small holder farmers in 
Nigeria.

“The Programme has 
developed an ecosystem 
among all nodes of the 
agricultural value chain 
and these linkages can 
be better optimized 
through synergy among 
all stakeholders. As at the 
end of December 2021, we 
have financed 4,489,786 
farmers that cultivated 
5,300,411 hectares across 
21 commodities through 
23 Participating Financial 

Institutions in the 36 States 
of the Federation and FCT”, 
he stated.

“We are delighted that 
these efforts have yielded 
fruits in not just increasing 
the availability of rice, but 
also in moderating prices, 
reducing imports and 
increasing job creation in 
the country. For example, 
Thailand alone exported 1.3 
million metric tonnes of rice 
to Nigeria in 2014.

“The ABP was launched 
in 2015 to curtail these 
imports, and since then, 
we have seen incremental 
reductions in rice imports 

from Thailand. By 2016, 
rice imports from Thailand 
had fallen to only 58,000 
metric tonnes. As of the 
end of 2021, they only 
exported 2,160 metric 
tonnes to Nigeria, thereby 
saving us foreign exchange 
and helping preserve jobs in 
Nigeria.

“Beyond increasing our 
national output from about 
5.4 million metric tons 
in 2015 to over 9 million 
metric tons in 2021, we have 
also significantly improved 
the productivity per hectare 
of the smallholder farmer 
from about 2.4 metric 

tonnes per ha in 2015 to 
between about 5 metric 
tonnes per hectare in 2021.

“These expansions have 
not only made Nigeria 
the largest rice producer 
in Africa, but has also 
unlocked enormous private 
sector investment in the rice 
value chain as the number 
of Integrated Rice Mills 
grew astronomically from 6 
in 2015 to over 50 in 2021 
with many more in various 
stages of completion. 
Today, Nigeria’s milled rice 
matches the foreign rice in 
quality”, he stated.

by just 400,000 barrels a day 
each month, despite calls by 
major crude oil consuming 
nations like the United States 
to increase production. 
Generally, the strategy has 
helped oil prices move higher 
since August, and to recover 
quickly after the rapid spread 
of the Omicron Coronavirus 
variant in November.

However, even at that, not 
all members of the OPEC+ 
group, including Nigeria have 
been able to hit their monthly 
targets, meaning the cartel 
has been increasing output by 
slightly less than its monthly 
target.

It was recently reported that 
Nigeria’s continuing inability to 
pump enough crude oil, in part, 
resulted in the overall failure 
of OPEC to meet its target 
production for last month.

Whereas the target for 
Nigeria was 1.67 million 
barrels per day for last month, 
it only managed to produce 
1.44 million barrels per day 

was still 190,000 bpd below its 
December quota.

West Africa also saw the 
biggest individual decline last 
month, with Nigerian output 
tumbling and defying state-
owned Nigerian National 
Petroleum Corporation, NNPC, 
Group Managing Director, 
Mallam Mele Kyari’s forecast 
that the country would reach 
its target by the end of last year.

On December 22, the 
National Assembly approved 
an N17.126 trillion ,$38 billion, 
budget for 2022, anchored on 
an oil price benchmark of $62 
per barrel.

The approved oil price 
assumption was higher than 
the $57 per barrel price that 
President Muhammadu Buhari 
had proposed to the parliament 
on October 7, and also higher 
than the oil price benchmark 
of $40 per barrel adopted by 
the government for the 2021 
budget.

In addition, Nigeria retained 
the oil production target of 

1.88 million bpd, including 
condensate production of 
between 300,000-400,000 bpd, 
for the purpose of its revenue 
calculation in 2022.

This is as compared to the 
output target of 1.86 million 
bpd the government had set 
for the 2021 fiscal year.

In addition, frantic oil 
buying, driven by supply 
outages and signs the Omicron 
variant of COVID-19 will 
not be as disruptive as feared 
for fuel demand, has pushed 
some crude grades to multi-
year highs, suggesting the 
rally in Brent futures could be 
sustained a while longer.

A Reuters report quoted 
unnamed sources yesterday 
as saying that China plans to 
release oil reserves around 
the Lunar New Year holidays 
between January 31 and 
February 6 as part of a plan 
coordinated by the United 
States with other major 
consumers to reduce global 
prices.

Saudi Energy Minister Prince 
Abdulaziz bin Salman said on 
Monday it is the prerogative of 
the US government whether 
to release supply from the 
strategic petroleum reserves.

Kyari said recently that if the 
prices of oil rise too quickly and 
too high, it would be bad for 
Nigeria as its customers may 
likely look for alternatives to 
the commodity.

Meanwhile, oil analysts have 
raised their oil price forecasts 
for the first quarter of 2022, 
expecting demand to outpace 
supply.

in December and 1.49 million 
barrels the previous month, 
using secondary sources.

The development has 
widened the gap between 
OPEC+ crude oil quotas and 
production as the group’s 
steady plan to loosen its 
pandemic cuts, once again 
outpaced actual output gains.

Nigeria has been struggling 
for months with meeting the 
quota allocated to it by OPEC 
due to aging infrastructure 
as a result of years of under-
investment in the upstream of 
the oil and gas sector.

Added to these are vandalism 
and sabotage, technical issues 
as well as difficulties with 
restarting oil wells the country 
shut down last year in the heat 
of the COVID-19 pandemic.

But despite the limitation, 
the largest individual increase 
was in West Africa, where 
Angola boosted output by 
90,000 bpd to 1.2 million bpd. 
Although this was the highest 
monthly level of 2021, Angola 

Emefiele
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BY CHARLES EBI

Worried by huge debt 
overhang disrupting Nigeria’s 
ailing power sector, analysts 
have called on the Federal 
Government to convert such 
debts into equity to unlock 
investments in the industry.

Nigeria’s power sector is 
stymied by huge debts running 
into trillions of naira. It 
currently lives on a N30 billion 
monthly subsidy.

This development not only 
disrupts efficient power supply 
but worsens liquidity concerns 
in the power sector.

A l j a z i r a h N i g e r i a 
investigation, showed that 
the federal, state and local 
governments, ministries, 
departments and agencies owe 
the DisCos N202 billion.

The Association of Nigerian 
Electricity Distribution 
,ANED, who reacted to the 
development, confirmed that 
the Federal Government had 
verified N48 billion as MDAs 
debts, while N61 billion was 
yet to be confirmed.

ANED further noted that 
the verification did not include 
the estimated N93 billion owed 
by armed forces and security 
agencies.

Speaking on these concerns, 
analysts knowledgeable about 
the sector have called on 
the Federal Government to 
explore options of converting 
the debt into equity to attract 
investment to the sector.

“No silver bullet to the 
solution, the factor is that the 
power sector and the guys who 
bought it, bought a poisoned 
chalice”, said Chief Executive 
Officer of the Financial 
Derivative Company Bismarck 
Rewane in a monitored 
television interview.

Total debts outstanding to 
the power sector should be 
in the neighbourhood of N2 
trillion.

What do we do? Give it out, 
and convert it to equity. In 
other words, if I am owing N10 
billion, and I put forward N1 
billion, my equity is now 10%.

“The N9bn which is now 
held by the government will 
now be sold at a discount to 
people who can buy it so they 
can come in and take it off”  ,he 
suggested.

Rewane also noted that 
while the reforms would go 
on, the government should 
simultaneously adjust the tariff 
to be cost-reflective.

While offering a similar 
solution, energy lawyer and 
a power sector analyst Chuks 
Nwani told The ICIR that the 
debt, as a matter of urgency, 
should be converted into 
commercial paper.

Experts To FG: 
Convert Power 
Sector Debts 
To EquityKPMG, Nigeria’s leading 

audit and professional 
services company, 
has ranked Ecobank 
Nigeria among the top 
five leading banks in 
Wholesale ,Corporate, 
Banking in the KPMG 
Customers’ Experience 
and Satisfaction Survey.

Ecobank moved eight 
places higher than its 
2020 classification, and 
ranked number five in the 
2021 survey of Nigerian 
banks. The top banks in 
order of rating include 
Citibank, Standard 
Chartered Bank, FCMB, 
Zenith and Ecobank 
Nigeria.

According to KPMG, 

KPMG Names Ecobank Among Top 
Five Customer Experienced Banks

eNaira Lags, As China’s Digital Yuan Completes $13.68bn Transactions

AXA Mansard Insurance Plc 
has announced changes in its 
board and management.

The insurer made this 
known in a disclosure to the 
Nigerian Exchange dated 
January 17th, 2022, and 
signed by Omowunmi Mabel 
Adewusi, the company 
secretary.

The development follows 
the resignation of Kuldeep 
Kaushik, a Non-Executive 
Director of the company who 
resigned from the board in 
November 2021.

In accordance with Section 
274 of the Companies and 
Allied Matters Act 2020, the 
company said it has appointed 
Thomas Hude and Latifa Said 
as Non-Executive Director of 
the company while Abiola Bada 
appointed as the Independent 
Non-Executive Director Also, 
Oyedoyin Awoyinfa was made 
Chief Compliance Officer.

Thomas has over 10 years’ 
experience in corporate & 
business strategy, Personal & 
Commercial Lines, Finance as 
well as Investor Relations. He 
also has extensive experience 
in Life, Savings and Health 
Insurance businesses and 
is currently the Deputy 
Strategy Development 
Officer of AXA Africa. He is 
currently the Head of P&C 
Risk Management at AXA 
International New Market.

Latifa is currently 
responsible for overseeing 
the Human Resources for AXA 
entities in Africa and has over 
18 years’ experience in Human 
Resources.

Abiola is a Chartered 
Accountant and has work 
experience spanning 35 
years in the professional 
services, financial sector, and 
regulatory environment in the 
areas of auditing, inspection, 
organization & methods, 
marketing, and general 
administration.

Oyedoyin is versed in 
legal, regulatory compliance, 
corporate governance, client 
services and secretarial 
services and has over 14 years 
of experience in legal advisory 
and company secretariat 
functions such as handling 
effective management of 
contractual risks, ensuring 
compliance with the Nigerian/
international regulatory 
requirements, handling 
dispute resolutions, and 
implementing statutory 
policies that align with 
corporate/labour laws in 
Nigeria and internationally.

AXA Mansard 
Announce 
Appointment Of 
Non-Executive 
Directors

Ecobank and other 
leaders in the segment 
demonstrated digital 
banking excellence 
with higher transaction 
volumes; adding that 
they were seen as partners 
to corporates and also 
moved quickly to address 
and exceed customer 
needs.

Our annual banking 
survey continues to 
provide an independent 
platform for banks and 
other organizations to 
acquire this outside-
in perspective and 
understand the voice 
and priorities of Nigerian 
customers. This year, 
our results reveal a very 

People’s Bank of China’s 
digital currency has 
completed cumulative 
transactions of 87.57 billion 
yuan ,$13.68 billion, since 
its inception. Although the 
eNaira is relatively new, its 
adoption has been less than 
impressive.

Zou Lan, Director of the 
PBOC’s financial markets 
department, disclosed China’s 
figures on its digital currency 
to reporters, and a cursory 
look shows that the digital 
yuan’s transactions totalled 
53.1 billion in the second half 
of 2021, based on calculations 
of previously released figures.

On the other hand, Africa’s 
first digital currency, the 
eNaira has had a less than 
remarkable adoption rate with 

competitive landscape in 
the race for the customer 
and at the same time, 
customer feedback that 
recognizes the effort and 
innovation of Nigerian 
banks.” Specifically, 
it stated that “In the 
report, we explore, in 
more detail, key priorities 
for corporations such 
as transaction banking 
support as well as the 
payments experience for 
retail customers”.

The KPMG Nigeria 
Banking Industry 
Customer Experience 
Survey has been held 
annually for the last 
15 years with the 2021 
edition themed “Changing 

the Central Bank of Nigeria 
,CBN, recording over 34,000 
transactions on the eNaira 
platform, amounting to over 
N188 million ,$452,124.94, 
as of mid-December 2021.

Lecture, organised by 
the Enugu State branch of 
the Chartered Institute of 
Bankers of Nigeria said, “So 
far, we have recorded over 
583,000 consumer wallets 
and about 83,000 merchant 
wallets downloads, with 
downloads occurring in over 
160 countries (per Google 
Play Store and Apple Store 
data).  We have also recorded 
over 34,000 transactions 
amounting to over N188 
million. These numbers 
suggest the adoption rate has 
been excellent.”

Customer, Changing 
Priorities”. The experience 
survey measures the 
performance of lenders 
in the country in terms 
of their relationship 
with their account 
holders and other users 
of financial services. 
They are usually rated in 
three categories – Retail, 
SME and Wholesale. 
The 2020 survey 
covered 15,056 retail 
customers, 1,856 SMEs 
and 332 commercial/
corporate organisations. 
Respondents were 
selected from customers 
who have interacted with 
their banks in the last six 
months.

Also, major cities seem 
to be ignoring the digital 
currency as a major city as 
Lagos is missing from the 
top 25 on the eNaira interest, 
according to google trends.

Google trends indicate 
that Africa’s first central 
bank digital currency has its 
strongest interest in the core 
northern part of Nigeria, with 
Borno leading with a perfect 
score of 100, followed by 
Sokoto, Gombe, Taraba, and 
Zamfara.

Over 488,000 people have 
downloaded the consumer 
wallet and about 78,000 
merchants from more than 
160 countries have enrolled 
according to the CBN.,

According to the PBOC, the 
number of individual digital 

yuan users reached is 261 
million at the end of 2021, 
up from 240.13 million at 
the end of June. The bank 
began enabling the public 
to download a test version 
of the digital yuan app from 
the Android and Apple app 
stores earlier this month for 
customers in ten Chinese 
cities.

The central bank’s early 
tests of the digital yuan were 
only open to lottery-selected 
individuals before it was 
made available to the entire 
public. Residents in selected 
cities might use digital yuan 
coupons to buy items at 
designated stores within a 
specified time frame after 
being invited.

stock market
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2023: Ex-Govs Struggling For A Comeback
BY CALEB ISHAYA 

Ahead of the forthcoming 2023 Governorship 
Election, some ex-governors are warming up 
to wrestle power in their respective states. 
Some of the ousted governors have begun 
mobilisation of individuals that can contribute 
to their victory, while others are keeping their 
fingers crossed waiting for the right time to 
declare their ambition. 

The constitution of Federal Republic of 
Nigeria stipulates a four-year of one term for 
governors, and a maximum of eight years of 
two terms, in office.

There were instances where some of these ex-
governors were only able to serve a single term, 
as they lost second term bid. In fact, some failed 
to secure tickets of their parties.

Since the return to democracy in 1999, 
some governors have failed to care for  the 
welfare of the citizens which led to hunger, 
illiteracy, inadequate health facilities, poor 
infrastructural facilities, as a result of that, 
the  electorates vote out such people during 
re-election bit. 

GOVERNORS ON SPOT
RAMALAN YERO, KADUNA STATE 
gormer governor of Kaduna State and chieftain 
of the Peoples Democratic, Party, Muktar 
Ramalan Yero, a chartered accountant, one-
time Commissioner of Finance and deputy 
governor to the late Mr. Patrick Yakowa before 

emerging the governor is still having the 
ambition of contesting for the governorship 
position in 2023.

According to Yero, Kaduna State has never 
suffered the way it is suffering under the 
incumbent Governor Nasiru el-Rufai-led 
administration, noting this is what is pushing 
him to contest, so he can clean in order to clean 
the mess inflicted on the state by the ruling All 
Progressives Congress, APC.

“Teachers were sacked without payments, 
markets were destroyed, roadside businesses 
were eliminated and even civil servants were 
sacked in their thousands.

Above all, Kaduna is one of the states in the 
North that is no longer safe. Every day you will 
hear of attacks and killings, which are why I 
have decided to contest again, to give my people 
purposeful leadership”. 

Members of Coalition of Pro-Osinbajo Women Groups during their rally at the APC Women National Conference in Abuja, yesterday.       PHOTO: HOGAN BASSEY/NAN

CONTINUE ON PAGE 27

Bindow AbubakarYero
JIBRILLA BINDOW, ADAMAWA SATE
The struggle for the 2023 governorship election 
in Adamawa State will be interesting due to how 
the Peoples Democratic Party, PDP and the All 
Progressives Congress, APC, are playing the 
game to win the heart of the citizens in the 
state. 

The ruling PDP in the state is working to 

politics
midweek

Wednesday, January 19, 202226 www.aljazirahnews.com

 نيجيريا الجزير
 
ة

 

 نيجيريا الجزير
 
ة

 



politics analysis e-mail: aljazirahnigeria@gmail.com

www.facebook.com/aljazirahnewsng

@aljazirahnewsng

Like our facebook page

Follow us on twitter

maintain its popularity, the APC is also striving 
to return to power in the state after losing to 
the PDP in 2019. 

Before the 2019 gubernatorial election, 
the APC was sitting comfortably without 
any fear of defeat by opposition PDP but 
the then incumbent Governor of the State, 
Bindow Jibrilla of the APC was defeated by 
Ahmadu Fintiri of the PDP who is currently 
the governor. 

There are indications that  Jibrilla may 
return to face the incumbent governor that 
defeated him in 2019. Jibrilla has built a 
strong political structure in the state that 
would make it easy for him to return as the 
next governor in 2023 which many believes 
the influence he has made in the state will 
return him back to the Government House.  

BARRISTER M.A ABUBABAKAR, 
BAUCHI STATE
The immediate past governor of Bauchi State 
and the 2019 APC governorship candidate,

Barrister M.A Abubabakar, who lost to Bala 
Mohammed in 2019 gubernatorial election, is 
expected to be in action in 2023. 

Abubakar served between May 2015 
and May 2019. Abubakar was Bauchi state 
attorney general and commissioner for justice. 

BY DAVID CHRISTOPHER, LAFIA

As 2023 gubernatorial election in Nasarawa 
State draws closer,Senator Solomon Ewuga, 
has said the issue of contesting again or 
not, are both his constitutional legitimacy 
and that when the time comes it will be his 
legitimate option adding in that purview he 
can exercise his option at the appropriate 
time.

Senator Solomon Ewuga who stated this 
in an exclusive interview yesterday with 
AljazirahNigeria also declined to make 
comments about his observations of the 
administration of Engr. Sule owing to the 
fact that their political parties differs.

 He, however, said the issue of power is 

He is well positioned to represent the APC to 
battle the incumbent governor. 

AKINWUMI AMBODE, LAGOS STATE 
He is the only single-term governor in the 
history of Lagos State, losing his second to the 
incumbent, Babajide Sanwo-Olu, after falling 

managed conditional, which means that if 
you can managed it well, from a minority 
position you can become a majority, so 
what is at the moment a wish is the ability 
to translate people’s wishes to  concert 
objectives that are executable and once this 
is done he will be able to run.

“We are getting there, the year has just 
begun. We are in January, primaries are 
schedule to take place in July and since we 
are just in January, by February, the picture 
will be clearer.

“ But whether I am going to run or not ,I 
will tell you yes! I am going to run, but does 
the atmosphere create the value for me to do 
it? Is a matter of judgement. Let me assess 
it and see ,that is why I said it is conditional, 

out with Ashiwaju BolaTinubu who played a 
vital role to his first election as governor in 
2015. 

Ambode has not declared his interest of re-
election but his supporters are making moves 
behind the scene, in preparation for their 
principal to announce his intention publicly. 

In the next few months, it will be clear if 
the former governor will join the race or not. 
Many members of his cabinet are willing to 
bring him back to the Lagos Government 
House in 2023. 

Reports indicate that prominent politicians 
that will be in the presidency appear to 
favour  Ambode’s return, which led to his 
appointment of  strategic assignment on 
behalf of the party among serving governors 
by the APC. 

CAPTAIN IDRIS WADA, KOGI STATE
Captain Idris Wada was elected governor of 
Kogi State in 2011 on the platform of the 
PDP but was unable to withstand the Buhari 
tsunami that swept most of the  PDP states in 
the North-central region in the 2015 general 
elections.

As 2023 governorship election in Kogi 
State is around the corner, indications have 
shown that the former Governor of Kogi State, 
Captain Idris Wada, will re-contest for Kogi 
governorship election despite being sidelined 

so what the people are saying and if that 
indicates that the strength of their voices are 
strong I will apply, so I think that is where I 
am”.

Barrister Solomon Ewuga a former 
Minister of Federal Capital Territory, 
Abuja further said, it will be full hardy after 
attempted years and come by the way side 
and fail. This time it will not be time for us 
to do trial again, but it will be a time for us 
to go in and come out successful” He added.

 It will be recalled that senator Ewuga is 
one individual politician in Nasarawa State 
who has always aspired to be governor of his 
home state, since 1999.He had a switchover 
in 2011 and became senator that represented 
Nasarawa North senatorial zone.

Since the return to 
democracy in 1999, 
some governors have 
failed to care for  the 
welfare of the citizens 
which led to hunger, 
illiteracy, inadequate 
health facilities, poor 
infrastructural facilities, 
as a result of that, the  
electorates vote out such 
people during re-election 
bit. 

“
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Re-contesting Nasarawa Guber Seat Is My Right – Senator Ewuga

...Struggling For A Comeback
Ambode Wada Lyon Shinkafi

in the 2019 PDP primary election in the state. 

DAVID LYON, BAYELSA STATE
David Lyon contested the Bayelsa State 
governorship primary election in September 
2019, where he emerged as the APC candidate.

On November 18, 2019, he contested in 
the governorship elections and was declared 
the governor-elect of Bayelsa State by the 
Independent National Electoral Commission, 
INEC.

A day to his swearing in as Governor, the 
election that gave him victory was invalidated 
by the Supreme Court. The Apex Court 
ruled that his running mate, Degi Erenienyo 
Wangagra submitted a fake certificate to the 
INEC. But the 2023 election will be a different 
ball game as 

Lyon will strive to take over from the 
incumbent Governor Duoye Diri of the  PDP.

 
MAHMUD SHINKAFI, ZAMFARA STATE 
Mahmud Shinkafi was the governor of Zamfara 
State on the PDP platform from 2007 to 2011 
and Deputy Governor from 1999 to 2007. He 
is a former member of the All Nigeria Peoples 
Party, ANPP. He later defected to the PDP and 
is now a member of the APC .

Shinkafi was defeated by the then ANPP’s 
AbdulAziz Yari in a hotly contested election 
in 2011. He also re-contested in 2015 and lost 
again to Yari. The former governor is likely to 
return with a different strategy that he feels 
would give him victory over the incumbent 
Governor, Bello Matawalle, in the next election.

Senator Solomon Ewuga also was 
the first deputy governor to the first 
executive governor of Nasarawa State,now 
Senator Abdullahi Adamu he has a 
large followership, even when out of 
government,as one of Nasarawa State 
respected stakeholders

Responding to further questions,the 
Barrister and senator ,said Nasarawa State 
has always remain a PDP state and that he 
wished that the present administration is of 
the PDP, insisting that hope has not failed 
the party. He said the PDP has perfected 
plans on reclaiming power come 2023, 
especially that the PDP remains a legacy 
party in Nasarawa State, whose records has 
not been beaten. 
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BY ABDUL SALAUDEEN, ILORIN

Ahead of the 2023 general elections, 
the Gamji Members Association 
of Nigeria, GAMA, Kwara State 
chapter have appealed to Nigerian 
politicians to consolidate on the 
proud footprints of the founding 
fathers of Nigeria at ensuring a 
united and indivisible country.

The association also called on the 
elites, the youths and all Nigerians 
to be wary of separatist agitators 
and support government’s efforts 
at restoring security, peaceful 
coexistence and stability in all parts 
of the country.

A statement issued in Ilorin by 
the President General of Kwara 
Gamji ,Professor Abubakar Laaro, 
enjoined the electoral umpire,  
INEC,  security agencies and other 
organizations responsible for the 
conduct  of  elections to create a 
level playing ground for all political 
parties and ensure a hitch free, 
credible and acceptable exercise.

Members of the association 
who met at Kwara Hotels in Ilorin 

 BY CALEB ISHAYA 

After keeping party members 
wandering of convention date, 
the chairman Caretaker/
Extraordinary Convention 
Planning Committee, CECPC, 
of the ruling All Progressives 
Congress, APC, and the Governor 

of Yobe State, Mai Mala Buni 
has finally declared February 
26, for the conduct of national 
convention. 

Buni made the declaration 
while presenting an address at 
the National Progressives Women 
Conference in Abuja yesterday. 

He charged the women to 

participate actively in the party’s 
convention and the next general 
elections.

“We look forward to having 
more women contesting in the 
forthcoming National Convention 
of the party slated for February 
26, 2022 and the 2023 general 
elections.

“The party under my stewardship 
conducted the membership 
registration and revalidation 
exercise. We found it expedient 
to constitute a Special Committee 
on Women and Youth before the 
commencement of the exercise. 

“The roles you played made 
the membership registration 
and revalidation exercises a huge 
success”, he said.

The governor stressed that the 
APC has over 41 million registered 
members, “thus figure has asserted 
our position as Africa’s largest 
political party and of course, 
Nigeria’s leading political party.

“With this, we are confident of 
winning the 2023 general with huge 
success”, he celebrated.

He emphasized that women 
constitutes a large proportion of 
Nigeria’s population with a good 
number of them doing the nation 
proud.

“You remain the best mobilizers 
of support to any political party and 
its candidates. You have always been 
there on queue on election days to 
determine the fate of candidates”, 
he said. 

He assured the support of the 
party to youth and women to 
actualize their political ambitions. 

Gov. Buni admonished women 
to spread the message of peaceful 
elections. “You should enlighten 
your spouses, children, brothers, 
in-laws, neighbours and the larger 
society that, we must not see 
election as a do or die affair. We 
should promote peaceful elections 
and service delivery against 
personal gains”.

“Let me once again assure you 
that the APC will continue to 
support you, and to support you 
generously”.

2023: Kwara GAMJI Calls For Peaceful, United Nigeria

At Last, APC Convention 
To Hold February 26

BY HENRY IBYA, MAKURDI

Governorship aspirant on the 
platform of the Peoples Democratic 
Party, PDP, in Benue State, Mr. 
Terwase Orbunde, has stated that 
he has what it takes to govern 
the state given his conversant 
understanding with the challenges 
of the people in the cause of his 
political sourjourn and would 
proffer better solutions if given 
the mandate.

Orbunde, who was addressing 
the Benue North East caucus of the 
People’s Democratic Party ,PDP, in 
Makurdi, during the week said he 
has acquired enough experience 
both as one time council Chairman, 
for Kwande LGA, former Member, 
House of Representatives for 
Kwande/ ushongo, Adviser to 
former President of the Senate Dr. 
Pius Anyim, Party administrator 
and member of the Benue State 
security council, when he served 
as Chief of Staff to Governor 
Samuel Ortom, believing that his 
experience over the years have 
prepared him enough for the tasks 
ahead.

The immediate past chief of 
staff to the Benue Governor who 
appealed to the Benue North East 
caucus to support his ambition 
to clinch the PDP ticket to fly the 
parties flag in the general election 
as candidate insisted that his 
choice would do more than half of 
the work needed to be done by the 
party, adding that he would deploy 
the relationships and connections 
built with the people across the 
country over the years to benefit 
the state if given the mandate.

He promised to encourage 
cluster settlements against the 
scattered pattern currently 
practised by majority of people 
if given the opportunity to serve 
pointing out that it was a deliberate 
policy of his administration to free 
the land for mechanized agriculture 
and better security architecture to 
guarantee life and property of the 
people.

The Governorship hopeful also 
promised to reposition Benue 
investment and Property Company 
for economic turnaround of the 
state for the purpose of improving 
the living standards of the people 
among others if voted at the next 
year’s general election.

Responding separately on behalf 
of the stakeholders, Mr. Azua 
Ashongo, PDP Chairman for the 
Benue North East, Alfred Iorpev 
on behalf of all Local Government 
Chairmen in the zone, expressed 
satisfaction with the ability of the 
former chief of staff to deliver good 
governance if voted as Governor, 
acknowledging that Mr. Orbunde 
was equally conversant with the 
challenges facing the people and 
would do well if given the mandate 
and assured him of their support.

Benue 2023: 
Orbunde Banks 
On Experience

Buni

the state capital, highlighted the 
qualities and achievements of late 
Sarduana of Sokoto, Premier of 
Northern Nigeria, Sir Ahmadu 
Bello, whom they described as 
a selfless, patriotic, exemplary 
Nigerian and a Pan Africanist who 
was killed on 15th, January, 1966.

They urged Nigerian politicians 
to emulate the unbiased nature 
and incorruptible leadership 
qualities of the late Sarduana which 
attracted Nigerians across the 
country irrespective of religious, 
tribal or regional differences as a 
result of which he lived happily 
with Hausa, Igbo ,Yoruba ,Tiv 
and other tribes, justly ,fairly and 
equitably . 

The Gamji members expressed 
great concern over the security 
challenges facing the nation 
particularly Northern Nigeria 
which they said was most hit 
by these acts of criminality and 
therefore stressed the need for 
Nigerians to bury their political, 
ethnic or religious differences 
and work together to bring 

the activities of the bandits, 
kidnappers and other criminals to 
an end .

Members of the association 
commended the nation’s security 
apparatus for fighting tooth 
and nail to overcome the bandits 
but enjoined them to device new 
strategies to finally silence the 
criminals more so that President 
Muhammadu Buhari and a 
reputable court of law have declared 
the bandits as terrorists.

The Gamji members praised the 
efforts of President Buhari in the 
governance of the nation.

The association also praised 
the Kwara State Governor, 
AbdulRahman Abdulrazaq, for the 
remarkable achievements recorded 
so far in the state and appealed to 
the people of the state to give him 
unhindered support for him and his 
government to actualise efforts to 
make Kwara investors’ destination 
rather than engaging in diversionary 
politics and politics of bitterness 
and hatred.

The members congratulated 

the Emir of Lafiagi, Ahaji Kawu 
Mohammed-Kudu, as the new 
Emir of Lafiagi, and the Etsu Patigi 
Umar Ibrahim Bologi, on their 
appointments to the thrones of 
their forefathers and prayed for their 
successful reigns.

Professor Abubakar, announced 
various programmes to 
commemorate the fifty six years 
demise of Late Ahmadu Bello, while 
special prayers were held for the 
departed members of the association 
particularly the immediate past 
President General, late Surveyor 
Muritala Orire.

A founding member of the 
association who is also the 
Danmasani of Ilorin, Engineer 
Yahata Alapasanpa, expressed the 
support and joy of the Emir of Ilorin, 
Alhaji Ibrahim Sulu-Gambari to the 
activities of Gamji.

The Danmasani, however, 
implored members of the association 
to be more proactive in their 
activities of  promoting the legacies 
of Late Sir Ahmadu Bello and what 
he stood for during his life time.
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BY CALEB ISHAYA 

National Chairman of the Peoples 
Democratic Party, PDP, Sen. Iyorchia Ayu, 
has urged Nigerians to keep faith with the 
party, saying that the party is poised to 
produce the nation’s next president.

Ayu gave the assurance on Sunday in Port 
Harcourt at the gala night hosted by Gov. 

Former Secretary to the Government of the 
Federation, SGF, Mr Babachir Lawal, has said 
that the entrance of a former Lagos State 
Governor, Sen. Bola Tinubu, into the 2023 
presidential race will “bring light at the end of 
the tunnel”.

He said this on Monday in Abuja at a 
conference convened by the Support Groups 
Management Council, SGMC, of Bola Ahmed 
Tinubu, BAT, to harmonise strategies and 
drum support for the actualisation of Tinubu’s 
presidential ambition in 2023.

Lawal, who was the chair of the conference, 
said Tinubu was not only adequately prepared 
to be Nigeria’s next president, but would also 
emerge victorious regardless of the mode 
of primaries adopted by the APC to pick its 
candidate for the polls.

He said delivering Tinubu as the APC’s flag 
bearer for the 2023 presidential poll should be 
seen as a task for all the party’s members.

“And this we will do, be it through consensus, 
indirect or direct party primaries, by the grace 
of God.

“We are neither offended nor threatened by 
whichever method the party chooses to adopt 
for the emergence of its presidential candidate.

“But of course, being democrats, we prefer 
a method that involves all the card-carrying 
members of the party in this process.

“Our task, beginning from today, is to 
develop a smart strategic plan that we will 
faithfully execute to deliver Sen. Bola Ahmed 
Tinubu as the APC candidate and thereafter 
deliver him as the landslide winner of the 2023 
presidential election”, he said.

The former SGF said Tinubu had no equals 
in terms of suitability.

Lawal, while describing Tinubu as brilliant, 
tested and detribalised, said he was a proven 

excellent manager of both financial and human 
capital.

“Above all, he loves Nigeria and has a clear 
vision of where the country should be and he 
knows how to take her there.

“Let us work tirelessly, faithfully and 
earnestly give our country, Nigeria a bright 
and an economically prosperous future where 

people of every tribe and religion will feel free, 
safe, secured and loved.

He expressed optimism that Tinubu would 
lead the country to a brighter future if he 
became president, adding that the APC would 
be the platform as the preferred option.

Also speaking at the event, a former 
Governor of Borno, Kashim Shettima, asked 

President Buhari and the APC to see the 
presidential ambition of Tinubu as reward 
time for what he did for the party in 2015.

Shettima recalled that it was Tinubu that 
ensured the emergence of Buhari as the APC 
presidential candidate that year.

“In 2015, some aspirants with a very huge 
war chest were itching to cling to the ticket 
of the APC and like the Rock of Gibraltar, 
Asiwaju and his progressive team stood 
solidly behind the candidacy of Buhari”, he 
said.

Shettima, who represents Borno Central in 
the Senate, however, said that power should 
shift to the South in 2023 for equity, justice, 
as well as fairness.

He said that Tinubu should be given the 
choice of first refusal because he had sacrificed 
more for the APC.

While dismissing what he described as 
mischievous fixation on Tinubu’s age and the 
conclusions that he was physically unsuitable 
for the office of the president, Shettima said 
the presidency was not an Olympic Games.

“We are not here to prepare for the 
Olympics, but an institution that relies on 
the superiority of ideas to thrive”, he said.

He said that Tinubu was a tested, 
accomplished and large heart political leader 
who had invested his resources in building an 
extensive network of political mentees.

This, he said, included Vice-President Yemi 
Osinbajo, Babatunde Fashola, Minister of 
Works and Housing; Rauf Aregbeshola, 
Minister of Interior; Lai Mohammed, 
Minister of Information and Culture and 
Gov. Fayemi Kayode of Ekiti,  among others.

The conference was attended by delegates 
of BAT Support Groups from across the 36 
states and the Federal Capital Territory, FCT. 

PDP Will Definitely Produce Nigeria’s Next President – Ayu

2023: Tinubu’s Presidency Will Bring 
Good Omen – Babachir Lawal

Lawal

Ayu

Nyesom Wike of Rivers State for the PDP 
governors.

Ayu, in a statement issued to newsmen 
by Mr Kelvin Ebiri, the Special Assistant 
to Wike on Media, maintained that the 
current APC-led leadership has to change.

The PDP National Chairman accused the 
APC leadership being unable to harness 
the rich diversity of Nigerians into better 

fortunes that should strengthen the bond 
of brotherhood and promote peaceful 
coexistence.

“We must change this narrative and 
the only way to change this narrative 
and harness not just the culture but the 
environment and the richness therein is 
to back the PDP which is determined to 
produce a new leadership for this country”, 
he said.

 Ayu also said that Nigeria would bounce 
back with the PDP in the saddle because the 
project of rescuing the country and making 
it great was realisable.

He stated that the party would offer 
leadership that would unite the people at 
the national level.

“The PDP will definitely produce the 
next president and take the country back 
to the days when we were in power, when 
we cleared all foreign debts, when we were 
developing this country at a reasonable 
speed”, he said.

Earlier in his address, Gov. Wike said 
the gala night event was an addition to 
the usual rotational meeting of the PDP 
governors.

He said the meetings had always been 
used to discuss salient issues relating to the 

economy, politics and others that bordered 
on charting a virile Nigerian society.

On his part, the Chairman of the 
PDP Governors Forum and Governor of 
Sokoto, Alhaji Aminu Tambuwal, said the 
PDP governors and other party leaders 
were already working in synergy towards 
rebuilding the party.

Tambuwal said the focus was to rescue 
Nigeria, which will also require all 
Nigerians of goodwill to join force with 
the PDP to achieve that goal.

“I appeal and beseech every Nigerian, 
even those in APC that are patriotic 
enough,  to join hands with us as we 
continue to march towards rescuing 
Nigeria together”, he said.

Governors who were present at the gala 
night were Gov.Okezie Ikpeazu (Abia), 
Ahmadu Umaru Fintiri (Adamawa), Udom 
Emmanuel (Akwa Ibom), Mohammed Bala 
(Bauchi), Samuel Ortom (Benue), Seyi 
Makinde (Oyo) and Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi 
(Enugu).

Also in attendance were the Deputy 
Governors of Rivers and Zamfara, Dr 
Ipalibo Harry-Banigo and Mahdi Aliyu 
Mohammed Gusau; PDP National 
Secretary, Sen. Sam Anyanwu and other 
dignitaries. 



Senate President, Ahmad Lawan, 
said the Senate will expeditiously 
look into the issues raised by 
President Muhammadu Buhari on 
the Electoral Act (Amendment) Bill, 
2021.

Lawan said this while welcoming 
parliamentarians from the 
Christmas and New Year recess 
yesterday during plenary.

The lawmakers had earlier entered 
a closed-door session which lasted 
for an hour, nine minutes.

The News Agency of Nigeria 
(NAN) reports that Buhari had in 
a letter dated December 13, 2021, 
written to the Senate president 
withholding assent to the Bill passed 
by the National Assembly.

The president had explained 
that signing the bill into law would 
have serious adverse legal, financial, 
economic and security consequences 
on the country, particularly in view 
of Nigeria’s peculiarities.

“Part of the objective of the Bill 
is the amendment of the present 
Section 87 of the Electoral Act, 
2010 to delete the provision for 
the conduct of indirect primaries in 
the nomination of party candidates 
such that they can henceforth only 
emerge through direct primaries.

“The conduct of direct primaries 
in 8,809 wards across the length 
and breadth of the country will lead 
to a significant spike in the cost of 
conducting primary elections by 
parties”.

The president of the Senate said 
“we all know the Senate and indeed 
the National Assembly worked so 
hard on the Bill.

“Having consulted, the Senate will 
expeditiously look into the issues”, 
he said.

On the implementation of the 
2022 Budget, Lawan urged the 
senators to strategize on effective 

Electoral Act: Senate To Expeditiously Look Into Grey Areas – Lawan

Senate President, Ahmad Lawan, 
has appealed to politicians to be 
patriotic to ensure the development 
of the country.

Lawan made the appeal recently 
in Abuja at a dinner organized 
by the Chief Whip of the Senate, 
Orji Uzor Kalu to mark his 63rd 
birthday.

According to him, politicians 
must reach a consensus on critical 
issues irrespective of political 
affiliations, as Nigeria can only be 
better if political leaders decide to 
do what is right.

“So, politicians across board must 
learn to arrive, achieve and accept 
consensus on certain fundamental 
issues for the interest of the 

country.
“You can’t be president, governor, 

senator, member of the House of 
Representatives unless there is a 
country.

“Countries that are successful 
have achieved those kind of 
consensus whether you are in party 
`A’ or party `B’.

“At the end, what is important 
is how we are able to deliver good 
governance’’, he said.

Lawan noted that the ninth 
National Assembly had recorded 
achievements impossible for 
previous assemblies.

He said the National Assembly 
would strengthen its constructive 
engagement with the executive for 

the development of the country.
According to him, our submission 

on the relationship between us in 
the legislature and the executive is 
that we must work for Nigeria.

“We have a relationship that we 
all cherish and is beneficial to the 
development of Nigeria’’.

While emphasizing that 
members of the ninth Senate were 
motivated by their achievements, 
Lawan said “we have achieved so 
many feats that were impossible in 
the past’’.

“I don’t want to count them but 
I know that members of the ninth 
National Assembly, especially 
senators came with a sense of 
patriotism that we must achieve 

something good for all.
“We have done well but we have 

not done enough, we can do far 
much better but we are on the right 
channel because Nigeria needs a 
lot’’, Lawan said.

Earlier, Kalu hailed Lawan’s 
leadership style, saying he had set 
a reputable standard in the Senate.

“He has brought a lot of reforms 
to the Senate that makes the 
legislators to appreciate him.

“Lawan has changed our calendar 
to be business-like by returning the 
budget cycle to run from January to 
December.

“It is a visible record achieved 
under his leadership, so we 
appreciate that’’, Kalu said. (NAN)

Enugu State House of Assembly 
has confirmed Justice Raymond 
Ozoemena as the substantive Chief 
Judge.

The News Agency of Nigerian 
(NAN) reports that his confirmation 
recently in Enugu followed his 
screening by the Assemblymen.

Governor Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi had 
forwarded his name for screening 
and confirmation after acting for three 
months.

Ugwuanyi said Ozoemena’s 
confirmation became important 
following his recommendation by the 
National Judicial Council, NJC, in 
December 2021.

Speaking during the screening, the 
new chief judge said he would work 
toward sanitizing the judicial system 
and also consolidate on the successes 
recorded by the former Chief Judge, 
Ngozi Emehelu.

Ozoemena, who hails from Ukehe 

in Igbo-Etiti Local Government 
Area, maintained that sanitizing the 
system would help to restore public 
confidence and trust in courts.

He said he would also ensure 
the speedy dispensation of justice 
by ensuring that all bottle-necks 
including unnecessary adjournment 
of cases causing delay of justice are 
eliminated.

Speaker Edward Ubosi 
congratulated Ozoemena on his 

appointment and charged him to live 
up to expectation in order to justify 
his appointment.

The speaker reminded him that he 
is occupying a very sensitive position 
as the head of the judiciary, urging him 
to work in synergy with other arms of 
government for the peace and growth 
of Enugu State.

The House, however, adjourned to 
reconvene on Tuesday, February 1. 
(NAN)

… Tasks Politicians On Patriotism

Enugu Assembly Confirms Ozoemena As Substantive CJ

Lawan

oversight.
“This is going to be the last budget 

that will be fully implemented for 
12 months in the life of the ninth 
Senate. We therefore, need to 
supervise very closely’’, Lawan said.

On funding of the budget, he said 
the 2022 budget was predicated on 
significant borrowing.

“Our country is caught between 
the devil and the deep blue sea.

“We have to construct and provide 
infrastructure in all parts of our 
country because infrastructure is 
needed for our nation to develop.”

He, however, said until more 
revenues are generated, the country 
would have to borrow and also 

resort to other sources of funding 
infrastructural development.

“But we cannot continue to 
borrow endlessly. It is imperative that 
we need to improve on the revenue to 
Gross Domestic Product, GDP, ratio’’.

On security, the president of the 
Senate said “the security situation in 
our country is still dire.

“We must remain focused 
and determined to work with 
the executive and also continue 
to support our armed forces and 
security agencies’’.

He noted that the report of the 
Senate Committee on the Review 
of the 1999 Constitution would be 
presented to the Senate soon. (NAN)
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Libya is likely to conduct its general 
elections in June after missing the 
December deadline to elect its first 
president since the 2011 ouster 
and killing of longtime dictator, 
Moammar Gadhafi.

UN’s Special Adviser on Libya, 
Stephanie Williams, who has been 
pursuing this agenda, told the 
Associated Press that it is still “very 
reasonable and possible” for the 
country’s 2.8 million voters to cast 
their ballots by June in line with the 
UN-brokered 2020 roadmap.

The country’s inability to hold its 
first-ever presidential election came 
as a surprise to many, especially 
international bodies that had put 
in measures to ensure that the 
elections could be executed in 
December. Williams, who led UN 
efforts to end the latest session 
of violence in Libya in 2020, said 
elections are needed in the country 
to give credibility to its institutions. 
“All the institutions are suffering a 
crisis of legitimacy. I don’t see any 
other exit for Libya other than a 
peaceful political process.”

After missing the initial date, 
Libya’s election board proposed that 
presidential polls should take place 
on January 24, but that could not 
be considered.

The country jumped into 
chaos after the NATO-backed 
2011 rebellion and split into rival 
governments, one in the east, 
backed by military commander 
Khalifa Hifter, and another U.N.-
supported administration in the 
capital of Tripoli, in the west.

In April 2019, Hifter and his 
forces, backed by Egypt and the 
United Arab Emirates, launched an 
offensive to try and capture Tripoli. 

UN: Libya Elections May Hold In June

North Korea fired tactical guided 
missiles on Monday, state media 
KCNA said yesterday, the latest in a 
series of recent tests that highlighted 
its evolving missile programmes amid 
stalled denuclearisation talks.

The missile test was the North’s 
fourth in 2022, with two previous 
launches involving “hypersonic 
missiles” capable of high speed and 
maneuvering after liftoff, and another 
test on Friday using a pair of short-
range ballistic missiles, SRBMs, fired 
from train cars.

South Korea’s military said on 
Monday that North Korea launched 
another two SRBMs from an airport 
in its capital, Pyongyang, which 
flew about 380 km, 236 miles, to a 
maximum altitude of 42 km, 26 miles.

The Academy of Defense Science 
conducted a test of tactical guided 
missiles from the country’s west, and 
they “precisely hit an island target” 
off the east coast, the official KCNA 
news agency said on Tuesday, without 
elaborating.

“The test-fire was aimed to 

selectively evaluate tactical guided 
missiles being produced and deployed 
and to verify the accuracy of the 
weapon system,” KCNA said.

It “confirmed the accuracy, security 
and efficiency of the operation of the 
weapon system under production.”

The unusually rapid sequence 
of launches has drawn U.S. 
condemnation and a push for new 
U.N. sanctions while Pyongyang warns 
of stronger actions, raising the specter 
of a return to the period of “fire and 
fury” threats in 2017.

US Special Representative for North 
Korea, Sung Kim urged Pyongyang to 
“cease its unlawful and destabilising 
activities” and reopen dialogue, saying 
he was open to meeting “without 
preconditions,” the State Department 
said after a call with his South Korean 
and Japanese counterparts.

South Korea’s defense ministry 
said yesterday that it takes all North 
Korean missile launches as a “direct 
and serious threat,” but that its 
military is capable of detecting and 
intercepting them.

Deposed Guinean President, Alpha 
Condé left his country on Monday.

The 83-year-old-man flew abroad for 
medical care, however, no details were 
disclosed on his diagnosis. Witnesses 
at the airport in Conakry confirm that 
the former president’s plane was en-
route Abu Dhabi. The junta, which calls 
itself the National Rally Committee for 
Development, had announced earlier 
this month that the former president 
was not in good health and would be 
allowed to travel for treatment.

Condé was overthrown in 
September 2021 by Colonel Mamady 
Dumbuya. He then spent more than 
four months in the custody of the 
military junta that deposed him. His 

ouster came less than a year after he 
ran and won a third term in office 
despite widespread protests.

The regional bloc, ECOWAS and 
other members of the international 
community had called for Conde’s 

immediate release ever since he was 
detained. But Guinea’s new military 
rulers vowed that Conde wouldn’t be 
allowed to leave the country and seek 
exile. West African regional leaders 
put travel bans into place after the 

junta failed to release him. The 
financial assets of junta leaders also 
were frozen.

The politician was eventually freed 
in November and sent to his wife’s 
home in the capital Conakry.

North Korea Fires Tactical Guided Missiles

Deposed Guinean President, Condé Flown Abroad For Medical Care

His campaign collapsed after Turkey 
and Qatar stepped up their military 
support of the Tripoli government 
with hundreds of Turkish troops and 
thousands of Syrian mercenaries.

In October 2020, the UN-led 
to the formation of a transitional 
government and scheduled elections 
for December 24. But the vote faced 

sudden challenges that eventually 
forced its postponement.

Libyan lawmakers who met 
in late December last year to 
examine the issues that forced a 
postponement of the presidential 
elections recommended laying out 
“an applicable roadmap”.

Williams pleaded with lawmakers, 

who are convening again on Monday 
in the eastern city of Tobruk, to 
agree on a “clear, time-bound 
process with a clear horizon and to 
not create an open-ended process.”

“They have to shoulder a 
great responsibility right now to 
respect the will of the Libyans 
who registered to vote,” she said. 

“Libyans want an end to this long 
period of transition that the country 
has experienced since the events of 
2011.”

The challenges facing the 
elections include bitter disputes 
over the laws governing the electoral 
process and occasional infighting 
among armed groups.

world news

Again, thousands of Sudanese took to 
the streets on Monday. Security forces 
fired tear gas at protesters opposed to 
last year’s military coup.

Demonstrators carrying the 
Sudanese flag gathered in Central 
Khartoum, as well as in Wad Madani, a 
city to the south. Security officers who 
deployed in large numbers fired volleys 

Secretary of State for African Affairs, 
Molly Phee are expected in Khartoum 
this week. Both hope to facilitate a 
renewed civilian-led transition to 
democracy in the country where a 
crackdown on protests has already 
claimed the lives of at least 64 people, 
according to an independent medics 
group.

of tear gas at the Khartoum protesters 
heading toward the presidential palace. 
In Wad Madani,”around 2,000 people 
took to the streets as they called for 
civilian rule,” said Emad Mohammed, 
a witness there.

The rallies came as US newly 
appointed envoy to the Horn of 
Africa, David Satterfield, and Assistant 

Sudanese Protest Ahead Of US Diplomats Visit
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The National Party of Nigeria 
invented the whole idea of zoning 
in Nigeria. It is an invention which 
many are not ready to give it credit.

It all started this way. As it 
prepared for its primaries in 1978, the party 
announced that only politicians from the 
defunct Northern Region were eligible to 
contest for the office of the President. The 
powers behind that party did not, and have 
never given reason for that decision. However 
it is easy to conclude that in a country brimming 
ambitious, sometimes unruly politicians, only 
one strategy could have worked in bringing 
everybody into line; The big stick.

Still, this policy of reserving the presidency 
to the north even as it gave the other parties 
particularly those from the south room to raise 
a lot of dust against it appear to have worked 
for the party at the time . The party eventually 
won the presidential race in 1979 regardless.

The closest rival of the NPN, the UPN 
managed to maintain a strict martial like 
discipline among its ranks produced its 
Presidential candidate from the south and 
his vice-presidential candidate also from the 
south. The fact both were Christians is was 
widely considered to be a strategic political 
blunder which lay the party open to all types 
of allegations. Certainly it cost the party a 
sizeable number of votes leading her defeat in 
1979.

The NPN strategy did not only zone 
the presidency. It zoned also the National 
Chairman of the party, (South West) the Vice 
Presidency, (South East) the Senate President 
(South, South) and the House leadership 
(North central) ceded temporary to the NPP 
because of the NPN NPP Accord and these 
created wide support bases attracting 
followership from all corners of the country. 
The UPN remain boxed in one corner of the 

country.
The democratic experience that bought in 

an NPN president was very brief – 1979 to 
1983. The military took over power at the end 
of that year.The next democratic experiment 
which fiddled with the zoning policy of zoning 
is this present one that came in 1999.

 When the military decided to hand over 
power to civilians, the politicians of the north 
resolved that only the South West would 
present Presidential candidates. This was so 
because it believed the zone got a raw deal 
under the military in the aborted presidential 
election on June 12 1993 which Chief 
Moshood Abiola a Yoruba of the South West 
won fair and square.

General Abubakar Abdulasam who 
eventually took over as a Head of state after 
some tragic deaths was able to organize 
a business like transition program which 
in a matter of months ushered in a new 
Presidential system. The feeling, spearheaded 
by northern politicians was that in the spirit 
of reconciliation and national rebirth, the 
South and particularly the South West should 

produce the next president. The two leading 
political parties, the PDP and the ANPP all 
featured only southern candidates. That was 
how the zoning system, invented by the NPN 
as a novel in-house political arrangement was 
given a national rebirth. The PDP even wrote 
it in their constitution that the presidency 
be rotated between the north and the south. 
This again was achieved by the use of the big 
stic Some northern politicians in the PDP, like 
Abubbakar Rimi of Kano protested openly 
saying zoning was against the principles of 
democracy to no avail. At the Jos convention 
of the PDP of 1999, Obasanjo emerged as the 
party’s candidate and went ahead to win the 
general election.

Thus with the PDP giving us a president by 
zoning, our current system was born on the 
wobbly clay feet of producing a president by 
allocation. Eventhough this is not inserted in 
the 1999 constitution, it has become a belief 
that the office of president should be rotated 
ala the PDP constitution between the north 
and the south.

Unfortunately northerners in the PDP feel 
the party has been unfair in allocating the 
presidential ticket to them. They point at the 
fact that Olusegun Obasanjo, a southern, 
was given the ticket twice(8 years) Goodluck 
Jonathan, another southerner,(6 years) given 
the ticket twice while the north was only 
given the ticket once to Yaradua which 
resulted to a short lived victory (less than 
two years).

Such northern politicians of note – Atiku 
Abubakar, Rabiu Kwankwaso, who worked 
for southerners to emerge as presidents 
in the past were miffed when all southern 
governors held a meeting in Lagos last year 
and issued a statement that the presidency 
in 2023 MUST be moved to the south. 

To the 
founder of Jesus 

Pull Deliverance 
Ministry, Pastor 

Monday Edeki, who 
allegedly impregnated 
a housewife in Eko-
Amukpe, Sapele LGA of 
Delta State.
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