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PDP GOVS TO NASS

Override Buhari On
Electoral Bill Amendment
Process vital for credible elections
Ekiti congresses committee submits report
Prioritise electoral bill upon resumption, CSOs urge NASS
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Northern Leaders Demand Release Of Leah Sharibu, Others
BY MARIAM SANNI

Northern Leaders yesterday
called on the federal government
to intensify efforts to release
Leah Sharibu and all students still
in the captivity of Boko Haram
terrorists. AljazirahNigeria
recalls that Sharibu, alongside
hundreds of Chibok school girls

in Borno State were kidnapped in
2014. Sharibu and a few others
were detained for refusing to
denounce their faith while others
were released or escaped, some
have also died. The call was made
in a communique issued at the
end of a one-day security meeting
held at Arewa House Kaduna.
The communique which was

signed by Professor Doknan
Shenni noted the widespread
insecurity, poverty among
Nigerians and the discontent
against the leadership. The group
said there is the need to rise to
the challenges of insecurity
and poverty, just as it called on
Nigerians to always pray for the
peace of the country. It called

on youths not to despair or
be distracted over the present
challenges and urged them to
register to vote for a leadership
that can change the fortunes of
Nigeria. The meeting expressed
concerns over the disconnect
between citizens and their
leaders, as well as the widening
gap between the led and their

elected representatives. The
communique called on all
strata of Nigeria’s leadership
to reconnect with citizens, just
as it recommended the need
to have a working partnership
with government agencies and
other non-government organs
to restore traumatized IDPs and
displaced communities.

EDITORIAL
Need To Implement COVID-19 Vaccination Tactfully

C

OVID-19 and its mutations as the latest variant,
Omicron is yet to give a breathing space to a
threatened global environment. No doubt Nigeria
has been committed to implementing measures
to prevent the spread of the pandemic, exploring
accepted protocols.
There were restrictions and national lockdowns across the
country in stages as the pandemic ravaged through. What
was expected to have decimated our population was somehow
magnanimous as the death rate from this global catastrophe
locally was mitigated by ‘yet to be proven factors’. Some unresearched conclusions say it is Africa’s temperate weather that
has kept COVID-19 relatively at bay, compared to other climes.

Nigeria has been assiduous in its efforts to curtail the virus
and has sustained announcements for individuals to register
on specific platforms in order to get vaccinated against the
virus.
From available reports, the government committed to
vaccinate at least forty per cent of the population by the
end of 2021.
It follows therefore that with that emphasis, with about
200 million people Nigeria would have to vaccinate at least
eight million people every month or 258 065 people every
day to hit that target.
CONTINUE ON PAGE 3

Bandits Raid Niger Communities, Demand Petrol
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Cholera: NCDC
Records 3,604
Deaths, 111,062
Cases In 2021

FG To Borrow
N471bn From
Capital Market
In Q1

Local Government Area, Aliyu Makiga
confirmed the attack and said the
gunmen came through Tegina route in
large numbers in spite of the efforts of
security operatives to foil the attack.
The Police Public Relations Officer,
Wasiu Abiodun, confirmed that there
were several attacks in Jigawa and Kulho
communities.
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demanded for 350 litters of petrol, packs
of viju milk including other soft drinks
as ransom.
A resident of Kulho, Abdulrahaman
Adamu, who confirmed the attacks, said
six members of his family, including his
three elder brothers, were among those
abducted with over 18 motorcycles
stolen. The Vice Chairman of Kontagora

2021 AFCON:
No Reason To
Underate Guinea
Bissau – Eguavoen

PAGES 16 & 17

Bandits have raided some communities
in Niger State, killing no fewer than three
people and abducting over 28 others,
even as they demanded 350 litres of
petrol.
The affected communities are FarinShinge, Kulho, Jigawa, as well as Dogo

Fadama communities in Mashegu Local
Government Area of Niger State.
The bandits carried out their nefarious
activities from 2:30 pm till about 6pm.
Aljezirah Nigeria report that one Alhaji
Tanko Kulho was shot dead and 16 people
were abducted.
According to the report, they
ransacked various communities and
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Benue State Governor, Samuel Orton left, congratulating the newly sworn-in Commissioner for Agriculture and Natural Resources, Hon. Kester Kyenge, at Government
House Makurdi, recently.
PHOTO: TYOZENDA TYOAKAA

2023: Group Urges AfDB President
Adesina To Contest For Presidency
A group of women activists,
under the aegis of Women
for Secured Nation, have
urged the president of the
African Development Bank,
Dr Akinwumi Adesina, to
run for the office of Nigerian
President in 2023.
The group made the call
in a statement by its Media
and Publicity Director, Judith
Onyekwere, on Sunday in
Benin.
The group described
Adesina as the best candidate
that would bring the nation

back to relevance, stability
and productive economic
growth.
The statement read in
part, “At this point, we
don’t just need a politician
as president; we need an
expert, a technocrat with
multinational connection
and proven integrity”.
They said Adesina’s
experience and track record
of achievements, both in
Nigeria and beyond, are
undisputable assets that any
nation, desirous of growth,

could not compromise.
Onyekwere,
who
described the body as nonpolitical,
non-partisan,
and non-religious but a
conglomeration of Nigerian
women cutting across all
professions, says, “It is
desirous in seeing an upwardlooking nation with a secured
economy that could engage
our children better and
strengthen our middle class
for productivity.
“This is why we are
calling on Nigeria’s former

Agriculture minister to take
up the challenge, as a call to
service, to help rescue Nigeria
from its current predicament.
“We can no longer wait for
career politicians to drive our
national ship to wreck before
we call for a rescue.
“At this point, the Nigerian
citizens should rise up to help
the various political parties to
get their candidates, devoid
of all tricks, in the interest of
our collective future”.
The group said in their
statement that Nigeria

is desirous of “someone
to help revamp and grow
its economy, drive fasterpaced economic growth and
development, inspire the
youth, create jobs and solve
insecurity challenges.
“Someone who can help
grow the private sector and
attract investments to create
wealth.
“Someone who is detribalized and able to manage
diversity, drive inclusiveness
and assure national unity and
coherence.

Ogun: NANS Seeks Justice For Girl Killed By Customs
National
Association
of Nigerian Students,
NANS, has demanded
justice for the two-yearold girl killed by a stray
bullet fired by men of the
Nigeria Customs Service,
NCS, in Ilaro area of
Yewa, Ogun State.
The minor was hit by
a bullet when customs
agents
engaged
a
suspected smuggler at
Itawaya near the Federal
Polytechnic, Ilaro.
Spokesman of the

NCS, Ogun 1 Area
Command,
Ahmed
Oloyede, confirmed the
incident, describing it
as devastating, sad and
sympathetic.
Reacting
to
the
incident yesterday, NANS
considered the conduct
of the NCS officers as
“unprofessional
and
barbaric,” while seeking
an enquiry into the cause
of the indiscriminate
shooting.
A statement signed by

the NANS Chairman in
Ogun State, Damilola
Simeon, requested that
all officers found culpable
in the incident should be
held accountable before
the law.
The student leader
maintained that “no
Nigerian deserves to die
an untimely and ugly
death in the manner the
life of the poor innocent
child was cut short”.
Simeon
expressed
concern that the NCS

in Ogun is yet to issue
any responsible and
compassionate statement
about the incident.
“It
is
rather
unfortunate that over
three days after the sad
incident, the state NCS
command has not issued
any responsible and
compassionate statement
to that effect. This has
raised our suspicion
that the command may
be carrying out this
deadly act deliberately

on innocent residents
to express their anger
against smugglers on the
people.
“It is on record that
on many occasions,
Nigerians have been
innocently killed by
customs officers in that
zone. It is pertinent that
all tiers of government in
Ogun State take decisive
actions on stopping the
killing of innocent people
by men of the Nigeria
Customs Service.

2 Die, 1 Injured In
Ibadan Auto Crash

Two persons died yesterday
in an accident on OyoIbadan Expressway.
Sector
Commander,
Federal Road Safety
Corps, FRSC, in Oyo State,
Mrs Uche Chukwurah,
confirmed the accident in
an interview with the News
Agency of Nigeria.
Chukwurah said the
accident involved a headon collision between a truck
and a petroleum tanker at
L. Adisa junction.
The commander said
five persons were involved
in the accident in which
two male adults died while
one other person sustained
injuries and the remaining
two were unhurt.
She said the suspected
cause of the accident was
speed violation and loss of
control on the part of the
truck.
Chukwurah explained
that there was a road
construction in progress
at the beginning of IbadanOyo Expressway which led
to vehicles using a single
lane.
The sector commander
said their corpses have
been deposited at Adeoyo
Hospital morgue while the
injured were taken to the
University College Hospital,
Ibadan,
for
medical
attention.
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VISION STATEMENT

To operate a world class print media
organisation collocated with
positive journalistic ethics and
practices at its peak to our beloved
readers in Nigeria.

MISSION STATEMENT

Our mission is to create hard-breaking national
and international news, as it unfolds. We deliver
unparalleled perspectives across multiple
categories including politics, health, entertainment,
education, classy, judiciary, parliament, foreign
affairs, business, sports and more.

Need To Implement COVID-19 Vaccination Tactfully
FROM COVER

It is doubtful if this target has been met
since the ambitious motives were made
public, thus making intention and results
taking different steps.
Experts have argued that COVID-19
vaccination rollout in Nigeria is still in its
rudimentary stage. Recently, thousands
of COVID-19 vaccines were destroyed by
relevant authorities in the country following
concerns that they had expired.
One major worry about this vaccine
imbroglio is the fact that individuals are
expected to book their vaccinations online,
however, this does not take into account
that a large share of the public and frontline
health workers struggle to access the
internet and lack technical knowledge of
digital technology. This is even worse off for
the huge rural communities who are barely
literate and therefore not internet savvy.
We are concerned that no robust measures
to create awareness about the COVID-19
vaccination rollout in other major local
Nigerian languages like Hausa, Yoruba and
Igbo until the very limited outings recently.
There is also widespread doubt about the
existence of COVID-19. This is combined
with a lack of trust of vaccine manufacturers
because of Nigeria’s negative experience
with a previous Pfizer vaccine. Subsequently,
some people do not allow polio injections.
Another lacuna in this vaccine controversy
is the fact that most of these items are
donated with little or no effort to develop
our local version.

Who
SAID
What?
IN THE NEWS

The unity of this country
has been achieved on the
blood of our fallen heroes;
it is not something we
should take for granted
or joke with. People
must understand that
careless talks cost lives
and we should not lead
ourselves to where history
will repeat itself in this
country.
– Edo State Governor,
Godwin Obaseki

It has been argued that international
NGOs implementing programmes in
Nigeria are grappling with lack of ongoing
vaccinations and distrust surrounding it as
such posing integrity problems.
With many aid organisations employing
both international and local/national
staff, these organisations are facing issues
around who gets vaccinated ,and with what
vaccine. If local and national staff cannot
access vaccines while international staff can
travel home to get theirs, this could deepen
real and perceived inequalities between
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This is even
worse off for
the huge rural
communities who
are barely literate
and therefore not
internet savvy.
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international and national staff. Moreover,
with the AstraZeneca vaccine’s reputational
issues and this vaccine being used in many
COVAX distributions, local and national
staff could feel more hesitant about this
vaccine. This could be exacerbated by many
internationals receiving Biontech Pfizer or
another vaccine abroad.
For organisations that are outspoken
and encourage vaccinations publicly in
their communication efforts with staff and
local populations, vaccine hesitancy and
disinformation facilitated by the already
existing trust deficit could also decrease
their organisations’ acceptance. This could
be further impacted by rising tensions
between the government and Nigerians.
Again, protests and growing insecurity
adding up to the vaccination concerns across
many parts of the country being threatened
by one security challenge or the other.
With the commencement of enforcement
on vaccination across parts of the Federal
capital Territory, where entrants into
government premises must produce
evidence of that they have been vaccinated,
it calls to question the veracity of this
process.
The Vaccination Card bears no biometrics
of the holder and there are no checks to
authenticate the holders’ claims against his\
her true identity. A mere flag on the card
allows a passage, thus making it an effort in
futility.
We call for more advocacy to ginger
responses from very ‘docile’ people who
would rather prefer anything else than
taking the jab.
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Gov Abdulrazaq Reiterates Support For Ilorin Durbar, Tourism
BY ABDUL SALAUDEEN, ILORIN

Kwara
Sate
Governor,
AbdulRahman AbdulRazaq, has
reiterated his administration’s
commitment to develop the
tourism sector through the
promotion of socio-cultural
festivals and monuments.
Speaking during a visit to the
Government House by Ilorin
Emirate Durbar Committee,
recently, AbdulRazaq said
investments in the tourism
sector would always yield good
returns for the local economy.
The Durbar Committee,
which comprises the crèmede-la-crème of Ilorin Emirate

Descendants
Progressive
Union, IEDPU, was led by its
chairman, Engineer Suleiman
Alapansapa.
AbdulRazaq said government
will continue to partner with
various cultural associations
in the state, including IEDPU,
to drive sustainable growth in
the sector.
The administration would
increase its support for the
2022 Durbar and other major
cultural events in the state, he
added.
“I commend your energy
for putting this committee
together. Ilorin is known for

Durbar and polo. The polo field
is now the Ilorin Club today.
And by God’s guidance, we have
been able to bring it back to life
again and it will still grow from
year to year.
“We will work with the
committee to ensure that the
next Durbar will be a huge
success which will attract
people from Nigeria and
beyond.
“This is already placing Kwara
on the tourism map of Nigeria.
Kudos to you, and this is exactly
what the government wants.
We saw that the last Durbar
attracted a lot of people.

“It increased local economic
activities and of course
contributed to the IGR in
many ways. The government
is looking forward to another
Durbar.
“Like we always do, we will
partner with you to ensure
a more wonderful Durbar
celebration this year”, he
assured.
Responding to an earlier
request by the committee,
AbdulRazaq said he will
appoint a focal person to be the
go-between for government
and the committee.
Alapasanpa, on his part,

said the visit was to officially
inform the governor of their
preparation for the next sociocultural event in the emirate.
The kind of support that
the emirate enjoyed from
the governor and the state
government in the previous
edition of the festival
culminated in the high level of
success recorded, Alapansapa
stated.
He thanked Governor
AbdulRazaq for always willing
to assist and for making the
committee and the entire
descendants of the emirate
proud.

25yr Old Housewife Commits Suicide In Kano
BY IBRAHIM ISMAIL, KANO

A 25 years old house wife,
Maryam Usman, stabbing
herself with a broken bottle in
Kano.
Kano State Police Command
confirmed
the
incident
yesterday.
The deceased had relocated
from her matrimonial home to
receive medical care under the
guidance of her parents when
the incidente occurred.

AbdulRazaq

PHOTO
OF THE
DAY

“

Head of Civil Services Adamawa
State, Mr Amos Edgar, throwing
ball during novelty match
between Adamawa Brigade
Command and Governor’s team
to mark the 2022 Armed Forces
Remembrance Day at Jimeta
temporary stadium, recently.
Photo: AMA/NAN

The Police Public Relations
Officer, DSP Abdullahi Haruna
Kiyawa, who confirmed the
incident, said preliminary
investigations revealed that
the deceased had committed
suicide.
“On January 13, we received
a very unpleasant report that
one Maryam Usman, a house
wife had committed suicide.
“She had returned to her
family residence in search
of medical solution to her ill

health. Our findings revealed
that she suddenly bit her
father, they pulled her into
a room, she bit off her own
finger and then broke the
window.
“The father informed the
police during investigation
that she kept shouting that
she should be allowed to go to
her husband’s house to collect
a document.
“We received an emergency
call, CP Samaila Shuaibu Dikko

swung into action, our officers
and men were dispatched to the
scene, the lady was evacuated
to Murtala Muhammad
Specialist Hospital where she
was confirmed dead.”
Dikko appealed to residents
to kept vigil over sick
persons, who exhibit traits
of committing suicide, urging
that they should be taken
to the appropriate medical
facility for urgent attention to
evade likely case of suicide.
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Alleged P&ID Scam: Court Remands
Ex-director Taiga
A Federal High Court, Abuja, yesterday, ordered that Grace
Taiga, a female accomplice in the multiple fraud involving
Process and Industrial Development Limited, P&ID, be
remanded in Suleja Correctional Centre pending the perfection
of her bail terms.
Justice Obiora Egwuatu gave the order following the
inability of Mrs Taiga to meet the bail conditions.
Taiga, a former Director of legal Services, Ministry of
Petroleum Resources, was admitted to N30 million bail on
Oct. 27, 2021.

Rice Pyramids: RIFAN To Empower
1m Farmers

National President of Rice Farmers Association of Nigeria,
RIFAN, Alhaji Aminu Goronyo, says association will empower
one million farmers during the dry season farming to cultivate
one million hectares of land.
Goronyo said this was possible with the new achievement
and advancement in the production of rice in the country that
had manifested in the Abuja rice pyramids among others.
The president said the target was to enable its members
to produce more to boost supply and achieve food security
in the country.

A’Ibom Govt Taskforce To Monitor
Ban On Scavengers

OLUWATOSIN

ALAGBE
FASHION DESIGNER

Phone Number:
08184150280

Instagram:
mhiz-tosin

Office Address:

House 14, Kpeyegi street, Nyanya,
Abuja.

Akwa Ibom State Government has set up a joint taskforce
to enforce its ban on scavenging in its 31 Local Governnent
Areas, open grazing and motorcycling within Uyo metropolis.
Special Assistant to Gov. Udom Emmanuel, Mr Iniobong
Ekong, yesterday during the inauguration said the duties of
the taskforce included enforcement of the law on open grazing
and other related matters.
The state government through the Secretary to the State
Government, Dr Emmanuel Ekuwem, had on Jan. 4, banned
the activities of scrap scavengers in the state.

TODAY’S WEATHER
FORECAST
CITY

Oluwatosin Alagbe is a
skilled fashion designer that
has creatively re-defined the
fashion world with concepts,
that keeps promoting African’s
cultural values and customs.
As an undergraduate
of Accounting, Federal
Polytechnic Nasarawa state,
her fashion outfit is her source
of income and she intends
to expand her business after
completing her tertiary
education.
Oluwatosin’s
entrepreneurship skill was
borne out of passion to make
a difference in the fashion
industry.

MORNING NIGHT

ABUJA
33°C
LAGOS
33°C
P-HARCOURT 32°C
KANO
25°C
CALABAR 32°C
ENUGU
33°C
IBADAN
32°C
KATSINA 25°C

18°C
22°C
17°C
10°C
18°C
18°C
21°C
10°C
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NANS Alleges
Extortion In Delta
Polytechnics
BY OWEN AKENZUA, ASABA

Leadership of the National
Association of Nigerian
Students, NANS, Delta
State, yesterday frowned
at the decision of the
management of OgwashiUku Polytechnic to hike
tuition fees, describing it
as an unbearable pain for
students.
It also condemned what
it described as the unruly
extortion going on in
Delta State, alleging that
in Ozoro Polytechnic,
graduating students were
compelled to pay N5,000
for certificate folder.
It added that this
is a way of “illegally
continuing the COVID-19
facility upgrade fee that
was originally agreed for
only one (2020/2021)
session between the state
government, management
and students leadership”.
A statement signed
by the State Chairman
of
NANS,
Comrade
Madjemite
Precious,
said: “As a responsive and
responsible
leadership
of the highest student
governing body in the
state, we urge students
to be law abiding and
go about their normal
academic activities as we
are on top of the matter.
“We therefore urge
the managements of the
affected institutions to
kindly retrace their steps
or attract the wrath of
law abiding but Aluta
conscious students spread
across the state.
“Our demand is simple,
desist from extortion and
increasing tuition fees to
the detriment of students,
at a time like this when the
economy is poor”.
The association also
alleged “signs of public sellout/betrayal by some SUGs
of these institutions”.
“Although this is not
alien to the struggle, as a
responsive leadership, we
wish to warn categorically
that anyone who attempts
to sell-out on the struggle
for the emancipation of
our students, that such
a fellow will have all
students in Delta State
to contend with”, NANS
warned.
The statement also called
on the managements of
the affected institutions
to immediately reverse
the decision in the next
72 hours “or be ready to
host the Aluta Secretariat
of NANS’’.
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After 3 Months Closure, Zamfara Schools Reopen
BY AHMAD IBRAHIM, GUSAU

Zamfara State Government,
yesterday, reopened some
primary and secondary
schools.
The announcement was
contained in a statement
issued by the Acting Director,
Quality Assurance, in the
Ministry of Education, Malam
Shehu Ibrahim.
The statement said public

and private schools that
were categorized as “green’’
and “yellow’’ by the ministry
should resume for normal
academic activities.
“However, schools that
were in the “red“ category
remain closed until when the
security situation improves“,
Ibrahim said in the statement.
The schools are resuming
in the aftermath of the total
shutdown of all schools on

September 1, 2021 when
bandits abducted 80 students
and three teachers from
Government Day Secondary
School, Kaya, in Maradun
Local Government Area.
Five of the students
escaped a few days after their
abduction while the remaining
75 and their teachers were
eventually rescued later.
The bandits had earlier
abducted
279
female

students of Government Girls
Science Secondary School,
Jangebe, Talata Marafa Local
Government Area.
All the girls were, however,
released by the bandits on
March 2, 2021 after several
negotiations by government.
“Officials from the Ministry
of Education and zonal
directors will go round to see
the level of compliance”, the
statement said.

Senator Abu Ibrahim Chairman Council Support Group left putting heads together with Hon. Jubirl Abdulmumini DG
Support Group during a Conference organised for Aswaju Bola Tinubu for president 2023 at International Conference
Centre Abuja, yesterday..
PHOTO: TYOZENDA TYOAKAA

Protesters Accuse Monarch Of Using Cultists To Impose Levy
BY INIOBONG SUNDAY, UYO

Socio-economic
activities
were temporarily disrupted
as motorcycle operators in Ifa
Ikot Akpabio axis of Uyo Local
Government Area of Akwa
Ibom State took to the streets,
alleging that the village
council forcefully collects
levies using the coercive force
of suspected cultists.

It was gathered that the
fracas between motorcyclists
and Ifa Ikot Akpabio
community under the
leadership of the Council
Chairman, Mr Nsima took a
dangerous dimension when
hordes of hoodlums alleged to
be cultists went on rampage,
beating up cyclists in order to
forcefully compel them to buy
tickets at the rate of N500 a

day before passing through
the community
According to Effiong Bassey,
one of the protesters, who
operates at Ifa Ikot Akpabio
by Oron junction, “thugs
who are recognized cultists
barricade major entrances
into the village, harass us
and obtain cash by force, as
well as outright seizure of
motorcycles of those who

could not pay”.
They alleged that the
cultists violently overpowered
some cyclists and took 14
motorcycles to the compound
of the said chairman who,
according to them, was on
hand to supervise the flogging
of the owners, even as they
were still forced to pay a fine
of N1,000 in addition to N500
for the printed levy receipts.

Taraba Earmarks Over N6bn For Secondary Education
BY BEN ADAJI, JALINGO

Taraba State Government has
allocated over N6 billion for
the improvement of secondary
schools in the 2022 fiscal year.
Commissioner for Budget
and Planning, Mr Solomon
Elisha, made this known
yesterday at the 2022 budget
breakdown by the ministry in
Jalingo.
Elisha said the amount
comprised personnel and
operational cost of the board.

He stated that government
is in the process of recruiting
new secondary school teachers.
The commissioner noted
that the money was budgeted
to address the challenges
of inadequate teachers in
secondary schools, as well as
monitoring and evaluation.
He also explained that
the board had posted many
teachers to secondary schools
which therefore, requires a
huge allocation.
The commissioner said

TUHWADE

the budget was tagged, “The
Peoples’ Budget’’.

Elisha added that the ministry
adopted a consultative strategy
in which town hall meetings were
held in the three senatorial zones
to identify the people’s demands.
The commissioner disclosed
that the ministry of works was
allocated N9.4 billion being the
highest, while the ministry of
water resources received N5.9
billion.
Similarly, while the ministry
of rural development was

allocated N3.04 billion, the
Ministry of Women Affairs and

Child Development received
N4.7 billion. Elisha explained
that the state government
has signed into Open
Government Partnership, OGP,
a multi-national organization
advocating for transparency in
public finance management.
“In this regard, civil society
organizations are strong
stakeholders in the governance
of the state and must be carried
along”, he stressed.

CHANGE OF NAME

I, formerly known and addressed as EMMANUEL BULUS,
now wish to be known and addressed as EMMANUEL
TUHWADE. All former documents remain valid. The general
public should please take note.
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Decentralized
Healthcare Will
Improve Efficiency,
Quality – Edo Gov
BY IKHILI EBALU, BENIN CITY

Edo State Governor,
Godwin Obaseki, has
assured residents that
the state government’s
policy on decentralizing
healthcare system will
enhance the efficiency,
accessibility and quality of
healthcare service delivery.
Obaseki said this
after inspecting ongoing
construction work at
Stella Obasanjo Hospital in
Benin City, the Edo State
capital.
“Our strategy is to
decentralize healthcare.
We don’t need that central
model. We don’t need
a central hospital any
more. What we need are
decentralized health clinics
with Primary Healthcare
Centres, PHCs, across the
state, which will be the
first point of contact for
patients.
“It is only based on
reference from these units
that you will now come to
a specialist hospital. We
intend to provide worldclass services that will stop
medical tourism and you
can afford these services
by keying into our health
insurance policy.
“The
designs
for
specialist hospitals across
the three senatorial
districts are already on as
we look at other options,
especially in Edo North.
This project will be ready
by the last quarter of 2022
as the facility will be open
for the first set of patients
when we are celebrating
Alaghodaro this year”, he
reassured.
Obaseki added that the
project will be completed
as stipulated, noting that
his administration has not
abandoned any project.
On her part, the
Commissioner
for
Health, Professor Obehi
Akoria said a lot of work
is ongoing at the project
site, adding that another
Out Patient Department,
OPD, and administrative
block will be built in the
facility.
She said the relocation
of Central Hospital to
Stella Obasanjo Hospital
is an integration, noting
that most of the services in
the old hospital have been
moved to Edo Specialist
Hospital.
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PDP Govs To NASS:
Override Buhari
On Electoral Bill
Amendment
Process vital for credible elections
Ekiti congresses committee submits report
Prioritise electoral bill upon resumption, CSOs urge NASS

BY CALEB ISHAYA

Peoples Democratic Party, PDP, Governors
Forum, has requested the National Assembly
“to quickly conclude deliberations on the
Electoral Act Amendment Bill either by
overriding President Muhammadu Buhari’s
veto or deleting areas of complaints”.
The Governors who rose from a meeting in
Port Harcourt, Rivers State capital also advised
that, “The option of sustaining Mr President’s
veto would lead to a quicker resolution and
would deny Mr President the opportunity
to once again truncate a reformed Electoral
jurisprudence for Nigeria. An early concluded
Electoral Act is vital for credible elections”.
In a communiqué issued at the end of
its meeting yesterday, at the Rivers State
Government House, Port Harcourt stated
that, “The option of sustaining Mr President’s
veto would lead to a quicker resolution and
would deny Mr President the opportunity
to once again truncate a reformed Electoral
jurisprudence for Nigeria. An early concluded
Electoral Act is vital for credible elections”.
The forum lamented the continued state of
insecurity in the country, the persistent and
ceaseless flow of Nigerians’ blood on a daily
basis in many parts of Nigeria and the economy
situation of the country
“The near-collapse of the security
in Nigeria”, the strategies to confront
terrorists, kidnappers, bandits and other
criminals are still a major problem of the APC
administration”.
“The Nigerian Economy has continued
to deteriorate and Nigerians have become
numb and accustomed to bad economic
news as exemplified by the inconsistent and
differential exchange rate regime, high interest
rates, unsustainable unemployment figures
and borrowing spree some of which have not
been applied to important projects, and other
bad economic indicators. In particular, it is
clear that the APC Government is a massive
failure when compared with the records of the
PDP in government”.
The PDP governors recall how its party
handed over a “$550 billion economy (the
largest in Africa), but under the APC, Nigeria
is the Poverty Capital of the world. In 2015,
under the PDP, the exchange rate was N198
per dollar, under the APC, it is almost N500
to per dollar; In 2015, unemployment rate was
7.3% under the PDP, it is now 33%, one of the
highest in the world under the APC; In 2015,
the Pump price of Petroleum was N87 per litre,
it is now N165 per litre and climbing under the
APC. Debt servicing now under APC takes over
98% of the Federal budget. The tales of woe are
endless”.
The meeting urged eligible Nigerians of all
walks of life, particularly the Youths, to register
en masse with the Independent National
Electoral Commission, INEC, to exercise their
franchise in the 2023 general elections.

In attendance at the meeting are:
Rt. Hon. Aminu Waziri Tambuwal, CFR,Sokoto State, who is also the chairman of the
forum,
Gov. Udom Emmanuel ,Akwa Ibom State,
Gov. Sen. Douye Diri
,Bayelsa
State, Gov. Samuel Ortom
,Benue
State, Gov. Dr. Ifeanyi Okowa ,Delta State,
Gov. Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi ,Enugu State,
Gov. Nyesom Wike, CON ,Rivers State,
Gov. Engr. Oluseyi Abiodun Makinde, Oyo
State,
Gov. Ahmadu Umaru Fintiri
,Adamawa State, and Gov. Bala Mohammed,
Bauchi State.
Meanwhile, the Akwa Ibom State Governor
Emmanuel Udom led Electoral Committee for
Saturday’s Peoples Democratic Party, PDP, ward
congresses in Ekiti State yesterday submitted
its report to the party’s National Working
Committee, NWC.
The report was submitted by the former PDP
National Legal Adviser, Mr Emmanuel Enoidem
to the party’s National Organizing secretary,
Umar Bature, at PDP National Secretariat in
Abuja.
Presenting the report, Enoidem, said that
the election took place in 170 wards out of the
177 wards in the 16 local government areas of
the state.
He said that the committee on its arrival
in Ado Ekiti held a meeting with all the
governorship aspirants, where they all agreed
on the modalities for the conduct of smooth,
free and fair congresses in the 16 local
government areas of the state.
“It is important we place it on record here
sir, that as we entered on Saturday because of
delayed flight, we entered Ado Ekiti around

“

The CSOs made the
call yesterday in Abuja
at a news conference
tagged: “Civil Society
Statement on the
need for the National
Assembly to Act
with Dispatch on
the Electoral Bill on
Resumption from
Recess’’.

Lawan
11.00a.m., we immediately held a meeting with
all the governorship aspirants including Sen.
Abiodu Olujimi and Mr Segun Oni.
“And they all agreed that the election should
go ahead.
“So, at 2.00 p.m. materials were given to all
the local government organising committees
and they were dispatched.
`Suddenly, to our greatest surprise, Olujimi
and Segun Oni rushed back to tell us that
election materials have been hijacked.
“We then advised them to go to their various
wards and see if the materials will get there and
they eventually left.
“We never heard from them again, only to be
reading from the media their opinions.
“We want to point out here that the election
was successfully held in 170 wards out of the
177 in the state.
“And all the local government organising
committees also signed the result sheets that
we are presenting to you along with our report.
“So far, we held a successful congress in
Ekiti state with only 7 local government areas
waiting for rescheduled congresses”, he said.
Receiving the report, Bature thanked the
committee for a job well done; adding that a
three-man appeal committee would be set up by
the NWC for those who are aggrieved to appear
before it.
Meanwhile, the PDP, in a statement by its
National Publicity Secretary, Debo Ologunagba,
said that the party received the report of
Saturday’s delegates ward congress in Ekiti
State conducted by the three-man ad hoc
committee.
Ologunagba said that the NWC also received
petitions and complaints from stakeholders in
the Congress.
“The NWC assures that the report as
well as the petitions and complaints will be
comprehensively reviewed while all concerns
raised will be carefully considered for amicable
resolution in the overall interest of the Party.
“The NWC urges all governorship aspirants,
critical stakeholders and teeming members of
our Party in Ekiti State to remain calm, united
and focused for the task ahead”, Ologunagba
said.
Besides, a Coalition of Civil Society
Organisations, CSOs, has urged the National
Assembly to prioritise conclusion of the
Electoral Bill during its first sitting when it
resumes from recess today.
The CSOs made the call yesterday in Abuja
at a news conference tagged: “Civil Society
Statement on the need for the National
Assembly to Act with Dispatch on the Electoral
Bill on Resumption from Recess’’.
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The CSOs are: Yiaga Africa, International
Press Centre, IPC, Centre for Citizens with
Disability, CCD, The Albino Foundation, CLEEN
Foundation, Institute for Media and Society,
IMS, and Nigerian Women Trust Fund, NWTF.
Others are: Premium Times Centre for
Investigative Journalism, PTCIJ, Partners for
Electoral Reform, PER, Civil Society Legislative
Advocacy Centre, CISLAC, Women Advocates
Research and Documentation Centre, WARDC,
and Nigerian Network of Non-Governmental
Organizations, NNNGO.
One of the conveners of the Coalition,
Lanre Arogundade, the Executive Director,
International Press Centre, IPC, said that the
CSOs held a Citizens’ Town hall Forum on the
Electoral Bill on Sunday.
Arogundade said that the objective of
the forum was on the need for the National
Assembly to prioritise the review of the Bill
with dispatch.
“Today, with only 398 days to the 2023
general elections, it is crucial for the National
Assembly and President to conclude the
electoral amendment process by January 13,
2022.
“The National Assembly should remove
the contentious clause of direct primaries,
resolve all the identified drafting errors and
cross-referencing gaps and re-transmit the bill
to the President for assent within a week of
resumption.
“As the nation awaits the resumption of the
National Assembly on Tuesday Jan.18, 2022,
Nigerians expect that work on the electoral
amendment bill will be the priority issue on
the order paper.
“The leadership of the National Assembly
should therefore conclude this process as any
further delay will undermine public confidence
in the reform process’’.
Arogundade said that stakeholders at the
town hall forum emphasised the imperative of
a speedy enactment of the Bill to strengthen
the Electoral legal framework.
He said that the coalition believed that this
was required to facilitate early preparations for
the 2023 general elections and to eschew legal
uncertainties that make the electoral process
susceptible to manipulation.
He added that key resolutions from the Town
Hall meeting was that a new legal framework
was central to the integrity of 2023 general
elections as well as future elections and the
advancement of Nigeria’s democracy.
“This is against the background of the
changing electoral environment and
innovations introduced by INEC to enhance
electoral integrity.
“It is inconceivable to conduct the 2023
general elections and future elections with the
current legal framework, the 2010 Electoral Act
as amended’’.
According to Arogundade, the Electoral Bill
2021 reflects the wishes of Nigerians and key
electoral stakeholders, as it is a legal framework
that promotes the use of technology and other
innovations.
He said these would stem electoral
manipulation, strengthen INEC’s financial
independence, and empower the Commission
to reject falsified election results.
The convener said that the coalition believed
that further delay to conclude the Electoral
Act amendment process was inimical to the
preparations for Ekiti and Osun off-cycle
governorship elections, the 2023 general
elections as well as future elections.
Board Member, Yiaga Africa, Mr Ezenwa
Nwagwu, said that the CSOs recommended
that the Senate and House of Representatives
should re-transmit the Electoral Bill to
President Muhammadu Buhari by Friday upon
conclusion of the process.
Also speaking, Chief Executive Officer,
Nigerian Women Trust Fund, NWTF, Mufuliat
Fijabi, appealed to the president and the
National Assembly to conclude issues on the
bill and clear the uncertainties ahead of 2023
elections.
The Executive Director, Albino Foundation,
Jake Ekpelle said that the bill when signed into
law would be the most inclusive electoral law.
Ekpelle appealed to the president to assent
to the bill as it will also enable Persons with
Disabilities, PWDs, to exercise their franchise
as provision was made for them in the bill.
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Saudi Finance Minister Mohammed Al-Jadaan met European Commissioner for Budget and Administration Johannes Hahn at the ministry’s headquarters in Riyadh.

Energy
Minister Lauds
Oil Prices

Prince Abdulaziz bin Salman
said yesterday that he is “always
comfortable” with oil prices, the
Economic Times reported.
He added that it was the US
government’s prerogative whether
to release supply from strategic
petroleum reserves.
President
Joe
Biden’s
administration had said in
November that it would release
about 50 million barrels from its
reserves in conjunction with other
consumer nations, such as China,
India and South Korea, to combat
the rising cost of fuel.
“I’m always comfortable,” the
Saudi minister told reporters in
Dubai in response to a question
about prices continuing to rise.
“The word ‘concern’ is not in my
vocabulary.”
The minister was attending
the opening of the Abu Dhabi
Sustainability Week Summit at the
Expo 2020 site.
OPEC+, headed by Saudi Arabia
and Russia, next meets to discuss
its oil-production strategy on
February 2. Crude prices have risen
to around $85 a barrel this year.
Sources told reporters that China
plans to release oil reserves around
the Lunar New Year holidays
between January 31 and February
6 as part of a plan coordinated by
the United States with other major
consumers to reduce global prices.

Finance Minister Meets
Top EU Official In Riyadh
Saudi
Finance
Minister,
Mohammed Al-Jadaan met the
European Commissioner for
Budget and Administration,
Johannes Hahn at the ministry’s
headquarters in Riyadh on

Sunday.
During the meeting, they
discussed enhancing financial
cooperation between Saudi Arabia
and the European Commission
and the EU’s economic recovery

plans and available investment
opportunities.
The meeting was attended by
a number of senior officials from
the Ministry of Finance and the
European Commission.

Academy Implements Project For Language Policies
King Salman Global, KSG,
Academy for Arabic Language has
implemented a draft language
policy guide for Saudi government
institutions.
The move aims to activate
decisions related to the language
within government bodies and to
develop awareness among workers
of the importance of linguistics
and its connection to decisions and
regulations at various levels.
It also aims to provide procedural
steps and an executive working
guide that preserves the Arabic
language’s position in government
institutions, the academy said in a

statement.
The project aligns with the
academy’s
strategic
goals,
preserving the integrity of Arabic
and supporting it verbally and in
writing, and developing policies,
strategies, plans and programmes.
It includes a review of the Saudi
language policy, based on various
regulations and legislation, and
also includes an executive guide for
language editing in government
institutions.
The project is one of the
initiatives of the Human Capacity
Development Program, one of the
programs of Vision 2030, and aims

to train more than a thousand
employees in 20 ministries and
government agencies, through
40 training courses, focused on
two main topics: Writing skills for
administrators and the basic rules
of Arabic writing.
The two topics were chosen
based on a study of specific needs
in functional language situations.
The first training courses for the
project have already begun, and
several were held in coordination
with the ministries of culture,
education, and Islamic affairs.
Courses last for two days, with an
average of eight training hours.

Ministry Of Sports Announces Saudi Tour 2022
Ministry of Sports together with
Saudi Cycling Federation held a copress conference on Sunday in AlUla,
announcing the participation of 16
international teams in the second
edition of the five-stage “Saudi Tour

2022”.
The cycling event is one of the
“Quality of Life” programme activities,
which will be held from February 1 to
5, with a total distance of 831.3 km.
Other events will take place

alongside the Saudi Tour, including
a mass-participation race, women’s
race and a junior race organised by
the Saudi Cycling Federation, in
addition to a race session dedicated
for children.

KSA Rolls Out
Aid In Yemen,
Afghanistan
King Salman Humanitarian
Aid and Relief Center mobile
medical clinics have continued
to provide treatment services
at Waalan camp for displaced
people in Yemen’s Hajjah
Governorate.
In one week, clinics received
136 people with various health
conditions. They were provided
with medical services.
KSrelief also distributed
more than 63 tons of food
baskets in Al-Mudhaffar
district of Taiz Governorate,
helping 4,039 people.
The project aims to
distribute about 192,000 food
baskets weighing more than
20,000 tons to impoverished
families across 15 Yemeni
governorates.
KSRelief is also distributing
food and providing shelter to
needy families in Afghanistan
as part of the Saudi relief airlift
dispatched by the center to
support the Afghan people.
The center distributed on
Saturday 17 tons of aid. It
included 250 food baskets,
500 flour bags, 250 winter bags
and 250 blankets in the Qalae-Fathullah district of Kabul,
helping 250 families.
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Extravagant costumes and choreographed numbers of Cirque de Glace left the audiences dazzled in Riyadh Season

SCAI Begins
Operations In
AI, Emerging
Technologies
Saudi Company for Artificial
Intelligence, SCAI, which is
wholly owned by PIF, is launching
operations to develop Artificial
Intelligence, AI, and emerging
technologies industries to foster
innovation in strategic sectors
and accelerate key national
technological priorities, the
company said in a press release.
The operations will focus on
delivering end-to-end cuttingedge AI solutions across various
disciplines in AI. These will apply
to a wide range of use cases for
both business and consumers
in prioritized sectors for the
Kingdom such as energy and
healthcare. SCAI will also aim to be
the trusted AI provider for smart
city practical solutions.
“We are pleased to announce
the start of operations at SCAI. As
PIF’s arm in the AI and emerging
technologies sector, the company
will develop local capability,
cutting edge technology, and
strategic partnerships to support
creating Saudi-owned solutions
in the AI ecosystem in line
with Vision 2030 objectives of
diversifying and growing the
economy and improving the
quality of life for Saudi citizens,”
SCAI Chairman, Dr Abdullah bin
Sharaf Alghamdi, noted.

International Ice Skaters
Laud Riyadh Season
One of Riyadh Season’s newest
shows, Cirque de Glace, has
proved a hit with audiences at the
International Arena in Boulevard
Riyadh City, one of the festival’s
14 zones.
Extravagant
costumes,
choreographed numbers, and
special effects all tie together the
show’s theme of the journey of
human development.
Cirque de Glace performer,
Alfonso Campa, told the media
that: “Cirque de Glace is an
astonishing show with an
amazing cast. All of the skaters
are international and are all
professionals performing an
amazing show now in the Riyadh
Season here in Saudi Arabia.”
The show’s organizers noted
that Cirque de Glace was a separate
French entity inspired by the
Canadian circus, Cirque de Soleil.
The ice show has been touring for
more than 12 years around the

world in 14 different countries
including Saudi Arabia, India,
the UK, Argentina, America, and
Australia, and takes visitors on
a journey through time of the
planet’s evolution.
Campa from Mexico and Mery
Acevedo from Argentina are two
of the performers behind Flying
on Ice, a figure skating duo who
are the aerial performers in
Cirque de Glass. The two have been
performing together for more than
10 years and have brought their
expertise to the ice in Riyadh.
“I am a figure skater, but my
main role is the aerial act with my
partner, it is a very tricky number
and people love to see skaters
flying through the air.
“The audience is great, it seems
like they are really enjoying it, and
just the smiles on their faces is
what makes us happier and all of
the work that goes into it is worth
it”, she added.

The cast of 29 skaters that make
up the show have been traveling
around the world performing and
made their debut in Riyadh Season
on December 27.
Campa is a fourth-generation
circus performer and has been
skating, juggling, and performing
circus skills such as trampoline and
acrobatics globally since the age of
three.
On the Riyadh crowds, “They get
so excited when they see us flying
and skating at the same time. We
think the audience here is just
amazing”, he said.
Tour manager, Rob McClelland,
said the show had been staged for
years but due to the coronavirus
pandemic many of the original cast
had changed.
“We have been developing Cirque
de Glace shows for about 12 years
now, and we’ve traveled the world
with our international team,” he
added.

New COVID-19 Infections Hover Around 5,000 Mark
New COVID-19 cases in Saudi
Arabia stayed above the 5,000-mark
yesterday with 5,505 new infections
recorded over the past 24 hours.
According to a statement from
the Ministry of Health, two persons
have died due to complications

caused by the virus over the past 24
hours.
This brings the total number of
confirmed infections in the Kingdom
to 620,935 and the virus-related
fatalities to 8,908.
According to the ministry, a total

of 4,349 people recovered over the
past 24 hours, raising the total
number of people free from the
deadly virus to 569,296.
According to the ministry, among
the active cases 388 of them were in
critical condition.

KAUST Launches
Science Festival At
Thuwal Beach

King Abdullah University of Science
and Technology, KAUST, has
launched its annual Science Festival
for 2022, which will hold January
on 20-21.
The festival, which will be held
at Thuwal Beach in Jeddah, aims
to inspire young talents in Saudi
Arabia, the Middle East and North
Africa region.
KAUST President, Tony Chan
said the world is moving towards
innovation as a basis for discovery
and invention, and that there is
an urgent need for young people
to confront the most essential
problems in global societies and
participate in solving them.
He pointed out that KAUST
has become prominent in science
and technology in Saudi Arabia,
quickly becoming an international
platform to inspire and nurture
young scientific minds to unleash
the power of science and achieve
the UN’s sustainable development
goals.
“This is a very important occasion
in the history of our events, as we
are moving the site for the first
time outside the walls of KAUST
and expanding the programme
of events to allow the potential
of our nation’s youth to move
towards great scientific horizons
and put Saudi Arabia on the map of
innovation, technology and youthled initiatives”, he said.
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Osun APC Crisis:
We’re Not In
Alliance With PDP
– TOP

National
Assembly
Worker Dies On
Staircase

A member of staff of the
National Assembly has
collapsed and died while
ascending the second
floor of the White House
through the staircase.
Eyewitnesses’ account
said Abdul Olajide
Abayomi, 34, tripped and
fell on the upper rung of
the staircase.
It was gathered that he
was immediately rolled to
the step landing before
help could come his way.
Cleaners, who sighted
him when he fell, were
said to have alerted staff
who immediately came to
his aid.
His colleagues were
said to have rushed him
to the National Assembly
Clinic
for
medical
attention but he died on
the way there.
He was said to have
died of cardiac arrest
and other underlying
ailments.
He was with the
Inter-Parliamentar y
Department under the
Directorate of InterParliamentary
and
Protocols of the National
Assembly’s bureaucracy.
He was said to have
married on December
4, 2021 was from Osun
State, his wife is said to
be from Delta.
Also, an Ad hoc
worker was also said
to have fallen from a
scaffold while working
at the fourth floor of
the National Assembly
Complex which left him
with a deep cut on his
head, aside other injuries.
The worker ,not staff, was
said to have been taken
to the National Hospital
where he is receiving
medical attention.
The injured worker is
said to be recuperating.
Director
of
Information, National
Assembly, Dr Emmanuel
Agada, said he could not
confirm the death since
he has not received any
information on it.
“Honestly, I just left
the office but I didn’t get
any such information
on the incident. So I am
not in a position now to
confirm the story”, Agada
said.

From left: Acting Bursar, University of Calabar, Mr Joseph Odum; Chief Librarian, Prof. Nkoyo Edem; Registrar, Mr
Gabriel Egbe and the Vice-Chancellor of the University, Prof. Florence Obi, during the 2022 Solemn Assembly organised by
the management of the institution in Calabar yesterday.
PHOTO: NAN

Cholera: NCDC Records 3,604 Deaths,
111,062 Cases In 2021
Nigeria recorded no fewer than
3,604 deaths and 111,062
cases of cholera in 2021, the
Nigeria Centre for Disease
Control, NCDC, has said.
NCDC made this known
in its situation report for the
52nd epidemiological and last
report for 2021.
The centre also explained
that while 33 states and the
Federal Capital Territory were
ravaged by cholera, Anambra,
Edo and Imo did not report
suspected cases during the
period.
“Thirty-three states and
the FCT reported suspected

cholera cases in 2021.
“These are Abia, Adamawa,
Akwa Ibom, Bauchi, Bayelsa,
Benue, Borno, Cross River,
Delta, Ebonyi, Ekiti, Enugu,
the FCT, Gombe, Jigawa,
Kaduna, Kano, Katsina and
Kebbi.
“Others are Kogi, Kwara,
Lagos, Nasarawa, Niger, Ogun,
Ondo, Osun, Oyo, Plateau,
Sokoto, Taraba, Yobe, Rivers
and Zamfara’’, it said.
The NCDC said since the
beginning of the year, the age
group of five to 14 is the most
affected age group for males
and females.

Of all suspected cases,
50% are males and 50% are
females.
A breakdown showed that
Bauchi reported 19,558 cases;
Jigawa, 15,141; Kano, 12,116,
and Zamfara, 11,931.
“Eleven LGAs across five
states of Bauchi (four),
Zamfara (four), Kano (one),
Katsina (one) and Borno (one)
reported more than 1,000
cases each in the year.’’
The centre said that
difficulty in accessing some
communities due to security
concerns; open defecation in
affected communities; lack

5G: Subscribers To Pay More On MNOs
Ahead of the deployment
of the fifth generation
technology , 5G, in the
country in the first quarter
,Q1, this year, subscribers
must brace themselves to pay
more for services provided
on the network by mobile
network operators ,MNOs.
A senior executive of one
of the biggest carriers in the
country, who spoke on the
sidelines of a well-attended

forum convened to review the
Information Memorandum
,IM, for the deployment of
5G at the twilight of last
year, said: “It is interesting
how enthusiastic people are
about 5G. With 3G and 4G,
complaints of data depletion
are all over the place. The NCC
must be ready to attend to the
barrage of complaints from
subscribers because 5G will
come at a premium cost”.

Minister of Communication
and Digital Economy, Prof
Ibrahim Pantami said 5G will
be approximately 20 times
faster than 4G, adding that it
will open many opportunities
for businesses because of the
quality of the service while
allowing many devices to
get connected implying that
everything will be connected.
Former
President,
Association of Telecom

of potable drinking water in
some rural areas and urban
slums were some of the
challenges it encountered.
Others it said were
inadequate vaccines to cover
all local government areas,
wards and settlements
with cholera outbreaks;
inadequate health facility
infrastructure and cholera
commodities for management
of patients ,Ringer’s lactate
and ORS; inadequately trained
personnel in states for case
management; and poor and
inconsistent reporting from
states.

Companies of Nigeria,
ATCON, Olusola Teniola, said
because of the cost factor, if
5G is rolled out this year as
planned, it will be in areas
where customers will be able
to afford its cost.
He said aside the high
cost of the 3.5gigahertz
,GHz, spectrum, which
will be used to roll out the
services, the cost of devices,
punitive business operating

2023: Media Group Urges Nigerians To Reject Money, Ethnic Politics
Ahead of the 2023 general
elections, Nigerians have
been urged to shun politics
of money, religion, tribalism
and nepotism.
The national coordinator
of the Muslim Media Watch
Group of Nigeria ,MMWG,
Alh Ibrahim Abdullahi made

the call while speaking on
the 2022 Armed Forces
Remembrance Day.
Abdullahi said Nigerians
should entrust the country
in the hands of God fearing
people who would rule with
equity, justice and fairness
to all.

He recalled that it was
politics of religion, tribalism
and nepotism that led to
civil war in the country in
1967.
He condemned the
nation’s civilian governance
whereby money politics,
tribalism, nepotism and

religious politics are being
amplified to the detriment
of good governance, noting
that “Over 55 years after
some dissident soldiers
truncated our hard-earned
nation’s independence and
civil rule, the nation is yet
to get it right”.

The Osun Progressives
,TOP, a caucus of the Osun
State chapter of the All
Progressives
Congress
,APC, has reacted to a video
circulating on social media
by the members of Governor
Adegboyega
Oyetola-led
IleriOluwa faction of the
party, in which the State
Chairman of the embattled
Peoples Democratic Party
,PDP, Mr Sunday Bisi, said
the party was a friend to TOP.
In the video, the PDP
Chairman said, “My younger
brother, IBK showed me
something where the APC
members who belonged to
the Oyetola camp posted on
facebook that TOP is PDP,
PDP is TOP. May God save us!
At present, TOP and we are
not enemies; we are friends.
Whoever does not want
Oyetola for a second term is
our friend. We shall jointly
send Oyetola away”.
The Chairman of Osun
Progressives, Rev. Adelowo
Adebiyi, in a press statement
he personally signed on
Monday, said from an
unbiased mind, it is clear
that the PDP Chairman was
making reference to reckless
facebook posts by members
of the IleriOluwa camp.
The statement reads, “From
an unbiased mind, it is clear
that the PDP Chairman was
making reference to reckless
facebook posts by members
of the IleriOluwa camp, who
are known for lies, mischief,
unsubstantiated allegations,
deceit
and
deliberate
misinformation to mislead
members of the public.
“The IleriOluwa people
have continuously failed to
tag TOP in their desperate
attempt to disparage us
and misrepresent what we
stand for in the party. If
the IleriOluwa social media
rants did not make such a
mischievous post, the PDP
Chairman would not have
come up to comment on it.
“This is the same way
they started the politics
of pettiness and division
under the supervision of
the Governor and some of
his cabinet members who
are unruly, as they threw
decorum into the wind in an
attempt to disparage former
governor Rauf Aregbesola.
“We have also heard the
leaders of the confused
IleriOluwa camp of their
failed attempt to maliciously
link us with the PDP. This
is a desperate attempt of
a sinking camp which has
exhausted itself in maligning
TOP.
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EFCC Arraigns Bank Official Commits Suicide In Delta
Female
Lawyer
For Money
Laundering
BY OWEN AKENZUA, ASABA

Economic and Financial
Crimes
Commission,
EFCC,
Benin
Zonal
Command, has arraigned
Anumati Stella Ojevwe
before Justice Okon
Abang of the Federal High
Court sitting in Warri,
Delta State.
Ojevwe was arraigned
on a 14-count charge of
money laundering.
The defendant was
alleged to have received
N105 million from SA-FX
Global investment.
One of the charges
reads: “That you Anumati
Stella Ojevwe (f) on
or about October 27,
2020 at Delta State
within the jurisdiction
of this honourable court
directly took possession
or control of the sum of
N20million
deposited
by
cheque
number
00000064 belonging to
SA-FX Global into your
bank account number
2150009622 domiciled in
Ecobank which you knew
or reasonably ought to
have known forms part
of unlawful act to wit
obtain by false pretence
and thereby committed
an offence contrary to
Section 15(2)(d) of the
Money Laundering (
Prohibition) Act 2011 (as
amended in 2012) and
punishable under Section
15(3) of the same Act”.
The defendant pleaded
not guilty when the
charges were read to her.
In view of her plea, the
prosecution counsel, K.Y
Bello prayed the court to
fix a date for trial and to
remand the defendant at a
Correctional Facility.
Efforts by the defence
counsel to secure bail
for his client orally was
opposed by Bello.
Justice Abang ordered
the defence counsel to file
a formal bail application
and
adjourned
the
matter till January 30 for
hearing.
The judge also ordered
that
the
defendant
be remanded at the
Correctional Facility in
Sapele, Delta State.

Staff of a money deposit
bank in Sapele, Sapele Local
Government Area of Delta
State allegedly committed
suicide by hanging himself at
his residence in Ugbeyiyi area
of the town.
The staff whose name was
given as Nnamdi Nwokorie
Godson was found hanging at
the scaffold of the water tank
at his residence.
No reason had so far been
given for his decision to take

his life.
However, reports had it
that a day before the incident
he had posted on his Meta
(Facebook) page that “I no
longer have a mind of my own.
I now do things I later regret.
The struggle is not funny
anymore. I am still good at
heart, so you know.”
Many
persons
are
attributing the crime to
mental health issue that was
not addressed on time.
As at the time of filing this
report, the body had been

taken to the morgue while the
police is still investigating the
incident
Meanwhile, two suspected
rival cult members lost
their lives in the continued
clash at Ogedegbe area of
Warri in Warri South Local
Government Area.
One of the deceased was
found dead with wounds from
stabs in the vital parts of his
lifeless body inside a gutter.
When the Police Public
Relations Office, PPRO, DSP
Bright Edafe, was contacted

for comments, he said he was
in a meeting and could not
comment on the incident.
In a related development,
a suspected cult member
narrowly escaped being killed
by rival cultists in Warri.
He was identified as a
member of a rival street
cult member but he denied
membership and managed to
outrun his pursuers who were
on his heels.
The area has continued to
witness a reign of terror by
street cult members.

Minister of Interior, Rauf Aregbesola (R), addressing officers of the Agodi Correctional Centre in Ibadan, during his
inspection in Ibadan on Monday.
PHOTO: OLAYINKA BODE-ARE/JAU/NAN

Abia APC: I Belong To No Faction, Says Kalu
A former governor of Abia
State and Chief Whip of
the Senate, Dr. Orji Kalu,
has stated that he does not
belong to any group, faction
or sub- division in the All
Progressives Congress (APC)
as he maintains that Abia
state chapter of the APC is
one.
Reacting to a news report
in a national newspaper
of January 16, 2022
with the caption: “Kalu,
Emenike Absent at APC
Reconciliation Meeting,”
the former governor also
categorically stressed that

he is not working with the
Peoples Democratic Party
(PDP) to sabotage the
chances of the APC in the
2023 general elections.
While noting that the
ideals of the APC are
anchored on probity,
transparency
and
accountability,
the
party will not allow any
individuals hijack the party
structure, adding that the
party is for the majority
and not any individual,
who doesn’t have what it
takes to win elections.
Kalu faulted those

referring card carrying
members of APC as
members of Orji Kalu
group,
adding
that
divisions are not allowed
in the party, emphasizing
that the APC in Abia State
will not be allowed to be
hijacked by a minority with
no electoral value.
In a statement by his
media office, Kalu called on
the Chairman of the APC
National Reconciliation
Committee,
Senator
Abdullahi Adamu to ignore
the false claims in some
quarters, stressing that

Kalu remains a committed,
selfless, dedicated and loyal
chieftain of the party.
He
said,
“It
is
unfortunate, disheartening
and wicked that a minority
in Abia State, who don’t
have the capacity to
win elections can make
false and defamatory
statements against Senator
Orji Kalu, who during the
2019 general elections used
his resources to win seats
in the national assembly
despite the stiff resistance
by the PDP-led Abia State
government.

Nurse Caught In ‘Anti-Vax Scam’
A nurse was caught
“injecting” COVID vaccine
into a tissue paper rather
than into patients’ arms,
after which she issued a
faked vaccination pass in a
huge scam.
The scam, which helped

11

people to get a vaccine
passport without actually
taking the vaccine, was
uncovered by the Italian
police.
According
to
investigators, there was
a network of dozens of

scammers who brought
people from across Italy
to a vaccination centre in
Ancona. Their people would
pay about £330 for the fake
jab before being handed a
“green pass” which shows
proof that a person has been

vaccinated.
One nurse at Paolinelli
sports vaccine centre was
caught squirting a dose of
the vaccine into a dustbin
before sticking a plaster
on the patient so it looked
authentic.

APC Governors
Forum DG Resigns
Director -General of the
Progressive Governors
Forum, PGF, Mohammed
Salihu Lukman, has
tendered his resignation.
Lukman’s resignation
yesterday came barely
24 hours after APC
governors met at the
Kebbi State Governor’s
Lodge on Sunday night.
Attempts to get
his
reaction
was
unsuccessful at the time
of filling this report.
It was gathered that
the decision to ease
him out of office, with
resignation as soft
landing, may have been
reached at the meeting
of the APC governors
who were said to have
been divided over the
fate of Lukman.
A source at the
meeting hinted that
the governors discussed
his hard stance on the
party’s leadership which
he had been criticizing
of recent over refusal
to hold a national
convention.
Four days ago, Lukman
warned the Mai Mala
Buni-led
Caretaker
Committee that delaying
the convention beyond
the February date would
further weaken the
chances of the ruling
party to win future
elections.
He asked the Buni
committee to stop
claiming that it was
waiting for the meeting
of the Progressive
Governors Forum before
taking “all the necessary
decisions to commence
the process of organizing
the Convention.
“Such a claim is not
only dishonest but also
taking the support of the
PGF for granted, which
is why they have been
reduced to punching
bags of all party
members regarding the
challenges facing the
party”, he noted.
In a statement he
issued on Thursday,
Lukman
pointedly
stated that the national
caretaker
committee
would be demonstrating
that its “new objective
is probably to take APC
to its political grave”
if it shifts the national
convention again, adding
that “this should not be
acceptable”.
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2023 Presidency:
Tinubu Support
Groups Merge
Ahead Of APC
Convention

Various support groups
in support of the
presidential ambition
of a former Lagos State
governor, Bola Tinubu
yesterday merged into a
single structure.
The support groups
announced their merger
at an event organized
by the Support Group
Management Council
in Abuja where Tinubu
supporters of different
factions agreed to work
together.
Former Borno State
governor,
Kashim
Shettima
said
the
support groups are
followers and believers
in the former Lagos
State governor’s vision
for Nigeria.
“If you look round this
country in search of such
a noble character, the
count easily falls on the
subject of this gathering:
Asiwaju Bola Ahmed
Tinubu,” Shettima said.
“His story has been
told over and again.
Martin Luther said
the true measure of a
man is when he stands
in discomfort. Many
can tell of how Tinubu
served his country even
in exile.
“We have a leader
in Tinubu, one who is
known for his nobility, he
is proven. He is not one
tied to tribal sentiments,
he has a propensity for
sacrificing his comfort to
protect our democracy.
He is a true patriot.”
Former
House
of
Representatives
member, Abdulmumin
Jibrin said the event was
“a gathering of delegates,
2500 of them nominated
by the various support
groups of the Asiwaju
Bola Ahmed Tinubu.”
“That said, we
continue to support
President Muhammadu
Buhari
and
his
leadership.”
Tinubu last Monday
declared his intention to
contest the office of the
president in the 2023
election.
“It’s been my lifelong ambition. There’s
nowhere in the world
where a kingmaker
cannot himself be king,”
he told journalist in State
House, Abuja.
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Shoot Prison Attackers, Minister Orders Officials
Minister of Interior, Rauf
Aregbesola, has ordered
prisons officers to shoot
dead, anybody who attempts
to attack any correctional
centre.
The minister gave this order
yesterday while inspecting
the Agodi Custodial Centre,
Ibadan.
He said the officers must
make it impossible for anyone
to penetrate the facility
because it is a red zone.
Aregbesola said any attack
on any correctional centre is
an attack on the state and
such must never be allowed
again.

The minister added
that any attempt to attack
correctional centres should
be a suicide attempt and
perpetrators must not be
allowed to live to tell the
story.
He said, “The most
important thing is the
security impregnability of
this facility. Make this facility
impregnable.
“It is a red zone, dangerous
zone. Whoever attempts to
breach the security here is
already dead. He must not live
to tell the story. Other people
will tell his or her story.
“Any effort to breach our

facility is not acceptable.
Don’t shoot to injure, shoot
to kill. Don’t shoot to disable,
shoot to kill.
“This is a total embodiment
of the state to guarantee the
security of the people.
“We will do our best
regarding your welfare to
ensure effective service. I
must commend your work
for not recording any case of
COVID-19 in your facility.
“But most importantly,
you must be effective in
preventing the penetration
of this facility. You must have
the capacity to repel viciously
any attempt to penetrate it”.

Aregbesola at a recent
Ministerial Press Briefing at
Aso Villa said 4,860 inmates
have escaped from those
facilities between 2020
and 2021 alone, following
successful jailbreaks in Benin,
Owerri, and Oyo, among
others.
Also, only 954 of that
number have been rearrested.
That was before the recent
jailbreak at the Jos Medium
Security Custodial Centre,
which resulted in nine
fatalities and escape of 252
inmates. The 252 on the
loose are apart from the 10
rearrested.

Chairman, Inter Party Advisory Committee (IPAC) National Electoral Committee, Chief Okolo Obidike (L) with newly elected
executive members of IPAC Enugu State, during their swearing-in ceremony in Enugu yesterday. PHOTO: NAN

2023: Respect Zoning Agreement With S/
East – Anyim Tells PDP, Others
Former
Secretary
to
the Government of the
Federation, SGF, Anyim Pius
Anyim, yesterday, called on
the Peoples Democratic Party,
PDP, to respect the zoning
principles between the south
and north.
Anyim made the remark
while urging all political
parties to zone their
presidential ticket to the

South-East.
He said the 2023 presidency
should be zoned to the
Southeast in the spirit of
equity, fairness and justice.
The former SGF who had
declared his presidential
ambition said political parties
should adhere to the federal
character in the zoning of the
2023 presidential ticket.
Featuring on Arise News,

Anyim said it would be
unfair not to allow an Igbo
presidency.
According to Anyim: “The
issue of equity, fairness and
justice is a fundamental
issue. The federal character is
entrenched in every facet of
public service which is why it
makes sense for the presidency
to emerge from the South-East
this time.

“In the PDP constitution,
there is also an agreement
about the zoning principle
regarding rotation between
the North and the South
with the region micro zoning
amongst themselves.
“The reason is that every
section of the country must
have a sense of belonging; not
following it will be a burden on
the conscience of the nation.”

Concerned Nigerian Sues FG, NASS, INEC over 2021 Electoral Bill
A Nigerian, Adebayo Babalola,
has sued the Attorney-General
of the Federation, AGF, Senate,
House of Representatives and
the Independent National
Electoral Commission, INEC,
over the Electoral Bill 2021.
In a suit, FHC/L/CS/3
42022, he approached the
Federal High Court in Lagos
seeking it to strike down

Section 52(3) and any other
sections of the Electoral
Bill 2021 saying it limits,
circumscribes, contracts or
suspends the power of INEC
to determine how elections
results in Nigeria must be
transmitted.
He also sought the
court’s perpetual injunction
restraining the Senate and

House of Representatives
from enacting or considering
any legislation that limits or
contracts or derogate from
the powers conferred on the
Independent National Electoral
Commission by Section 15 of
the Constitution of the Federal
Republic of Nigeria.
The concerned Lagos
resident on behalf of his lawyer,

Ademola Owolabi, Esq said the
second and third respondents
which are the Senate and
House of Representatives lack
the legislative competencies
to legislate on how and the
medium through which
the Independent National
Electoral Commission should
transmit elections results in
Nigeria.

Police Arrest
Officer For
Shooting Trailer
Driver In Gombe
Gombe State Police
Command, yesterday,
said a police officer who
shot a trailer driver
during a stop-and-search
operation has been
arrested
The policeman had
during the operation
fired a gunshot at a trailer
driver and injured him.
In
a
statement
yesterday by SP Obed
Mary Malum, Police
Public Relations Officer,
Gombe State Police
Command said the
police inspector has been
arrested and is under
interrogation at state
CID.
According to the
statement, “The Gombe
Police
Command
under the leadership
of CP Ishola B. Babaita,
wishes to inform the
general public over the
unfortunate incident that
happened today, January
17, 2022, at about
0630hrs at Gombe-Abba
Police
nipping-point
along Dukku-Darazo road
while conducting stop
and search.
”AP/no.
204365
Inspector
Urbanus
Ishaku attached to
34 PMF Gombe, shot
a trailer driver, one
Abdullahi Bello ‘m’ of
Bauchi State.
“As a result, he
sustained injury on his
buttock, the victim was
rushed to FTH Gombe
where he is currently
receiving treatment and
he is in a stable condition,”
she said.
According to her,
the inspector has been
arrested and is under
interrogation at state CID.
She
added
that
investigation is ongoing
and disciplinary action
will be taken against the
suspect.
“The Commissioner of
Police wishes to enjoin all
the peace-loving citizens
of Gombe State to stay
calm as the police will
not tolerate any act of
indiscipline from any
police officer.
“Any policeman caught
in reckless use of his
firearm will be dealt with
decisively in accordance
with the law please,” the
statement warned.
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I Was On Duty
When Suspects
Invaded Justice
Odili’s Home
–Witness

First Prosecution Witness,
PW1, Mr Madaki Chidawa,
said yesterday that he
was on duty when the 15
suspects arraigned by the
police allegedly invaded
the residence of a Supreme
Court Judge, Mary Odili,
on October 29, 2021.
An
Assistant
Superintendent of Police,
ASP, Chidawa, disclosed
this to Justice Nkeonye
Maha, while being led in
evidence by the counsel
to the police, Mathew
Omosun, at the Federal
High Court, Abuja.
Earlier, Justice Maha had
granted a N5 million bail
each with two sureties each
to three of the remaining
15 suspects.
They are ASP Mohammed
Yahaya, Abdullahi Adamu
and Abdullahi Usman,
the 11th, 14th and 15th
defendants respectively.
Chidawa, who said he
serves as a police officer
at the Supreme Court and
attached to Justice Odili’s
residence located at No 7,
Imo River Street, Maitama,
Abuja, said he had been in
service for 29 years.
Responding to Omosun’s
question, he said he knew
the defendants.
“On October 29, at about
18:00 hours, I was on duty
at the residence of Justice
Odili at No 7, Imo River
Road when they came.
“One CSP Lawrence
Adjodo and others came,
presented a document and
said they wanted to search
the house and I asked from
where.
“They said they were
from the EFCC, the asset
recovery unit attached
to the ministry of justice
and I said I want to see the
document. They presented
the search warrant which
I went through and it was
signed by a chief magistrate
in the FCT”, he said.
The witness said he
discovered that the address
on the search warrant was
incorrect.
‘‘I discovered that the
number on the residence
was written No. 9, Imo
Street. And I said, this is
No 7, Imo River Street, not
No 9 but Adjodo said this is
the house we are to search.
“Then I informed my
boss, Justice Odili, that
some men came to conduct
a search”, he added.
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Court Adjourns Auchi Chieftaincy
Dispute Suit To Feb 9

BY IKHILI EBALU, BENIN CITY

Benin High Court has
adjourned to February 9,
the continuation of cross
examination of witnesses
in Auchi chieftaincy dispute
suit.
During the last sitting, the
Edo State Attorney-General
and Commissioner of Justice
and the Commissioner for
Local Government and
Chieftaincy Affairs had
closed their case, insisting
that the Otaruship is by
selection and not rotation.
Toeing the same line,
one of the witnesses,

Prince Suleiman Momoh,
maintained that the choice
of the Otaru of Auchi was
by selection from any of
the ruling houses and not
rotation as being canvassed
by the appellants.
In spite of the vehement
objection by counsels to
the defendants: Mrs BU
Adeleye, Salman Dako and
Daud Momodu, Justice
Okungbowa
had
on
November 2 dismissed the
objection by the Edo State
Government and Momoh
Ruling House and admitted
the Ojiugo Report.

In suit no: B/329/2018
between the claimants,
Mamudu Ikharo, Yahaya
Ikharo
against
the
Attorney- General of
Edo State, permanent
secretary, Ministry of
Local Government Affairs,
the Otaru of Auchi, Alhaji
Momoh, they are seeking
a declaration that the
selection,
presentation
and appointment and/or
production of the Otaru
is rotational and each subruling house of Ikelebe
Ruling House must take
it turn in accordance with

the custom and tradition
of Auchi as enshrined in
Section 3(2) and 14 (1) (c)
of the Traditional Rulers and
Chiefs Law 1979.
The plaintiffs are also
seeking a declaration that
the Ojiugo Commission
of Inquiry into the Otaru
of Auchi Chieftaincy title
as regards the number
and identity of the ruling
house and the order of
rotation represents the
true traditional, correct and
customary position of the
Ikelebe title under Auchi
Native Law and Customs.

From left: Statistician-General of the Federation, National Bureau of Statistics (NBS), Dr Simon Harry; Director of Demography
and Household Statistics Department, NBS, Mr Adeyemi Adeniran; and Director of Information and Communication
Technology Department, NBS, Mr Biyi Fafunmi, during a news conference on December Consumer Price Index (CPI), at the
NBS headquarters, in Abuja yesterday.
PHOTO: HOGAN BASSEY/NAN

March 28 Fixed For Ruling On
Ex-Minister’s No-Case Submission
Federal High Court, Abuja,
yesterday, fixed March
28 for ruling in a no-case
submission filed by a former
Minister of Special Duties
and
Inter-governmental
Affairs, Kabiru Turaki, and
others in the ongoing trial.
Justice Inyang Ekwo fixed
the date after the defence
counsel took and adopted
their processes and lawyer
to the prosecution, Farouk
Abdallah, responded.
The News Agency of
Nigeria (NAN) reports that
Turaki had, on November 3,
2021, indicated his interest
to file a no-case submission
after
the
Economic
and
Financial
Crimes
Commission, EFCC, closed
its case.
Turaki, alongside three
others, were arraigned on a
16-count charge bordering

13

on unlawful and criminal
misappropriation of funds
to the tune of N715 million.
Other defendants are
Sampson Okpetu, who served
as his special assistant;
Samtee Essentials Limited
and Pasco Investment
Limited — companies linked
to Okpetu.
The anti-corruption agency
had called 12 witnesses in the
course of the trial.
After cross-examination
of the 12th prosecution
witness, Hammadama Bello,
EFCC’s investigating officer,
and he was discharged from
the witness box, counsel
to the anti-graft agency,
Abdallah, had told the court
that the commission was
closing its case.
However, a lawyer to
Turaki, Joe Gadzama, SAN,
told the court that they

intended to file a no-case
submission within the next
10 days.
In the same vein, counsel
to other defendants in the
matter also opted for no-case
submission.
Justice Ekwo, in his ruling,
granted the defence prayer to
file their processes in respect
of the no-case submission
and fixed Januaryss 17 for
the hearing of the no-case
submission.
Meanwhile,
Gadzama,
shortly after the sitting, told
newsmen that he believed
that “in view of the paltry
evidence, both oral and
documentary through 12
witnesses on the side of the
prosecution, we sincerely
hope that the performance of
the prosecution as required
by law is below par.”
He said, therefore, the

defence had “the right in
such a situation to approach
the court with a no-case
submission, that the court
should not waste judicial
time in going into the defence
and listening to witnesses on
the side of the defendants”.
NAN reports that the
EFCC had alleged that the
ex-minister used the two
companies belonging to his
aide to illegally transfer the
funds.
Having taken a “not guilty”
plea, his lawyer, Gadzama,
had asked the court to grant
bail to his client.
The bail application was
unopposed by the EFCC
and the judge granted the
defendants bail on selfrecognition and on the same
conditions granted to them
in the administrative bail by
the anti-graft agency. NAN

Police Arrest 4
Kidnappers, Man
For Raping 3-yearold Daughter
BY ABDULLAHI LDRIS, BAUCHI

Bauchi
State
Police
Command has arrested
four suspected kidnappers
and one rapist who
allegedly raped his threeyear-old daughter.
The development was
part of the collective
efforts of the command to
stem the tide of crime and
criminality in the state.
According to a press
release signed and made
available to journalists
by the PPRO, SP Ahmed
Wakili, the command
during the week under
review;
arrested
a
suspected
rapist,
kidnappers,
recovered
locally fabricated revolver
with ammunition and
rescued
kidnapped
victims.
As contained in the
release, on January 9
at about 1700hrs, one
Maryam Abdullahi aged
24 of Anguwar Doya, Kirfi
Local Government Area
reported at Kirfi Divisional
Police Headquarters that
on the same date at about
1800hrs, her husband,
one Ali Lawan, asked her
to bring him a mat to lay
down her daughter Hajara
(not real name) aged three
to sleep.
Later, she came back
to the room and met
Hajara (not real name)
lying down unconscious,
sweating and vomiting
through her mouth, nose
while her private part was
swollen.
On receipt of the report,
a team of detectives were
drafted to the scene, the
victim was rushed to the
General Hospital Kirfi
for immediate medical
attention and doctors
certified her to have been
raped.
The suspect, the victim’s
father, was later arrested
and investigation is
ongoing after which he
will be charged to court.
Similarly, on January
10 at about 1200hrs,
detectives acting on
credible
information
gathered that some men
armed with guns and
other dangerous weapons
stormed the house of one
Abdulkarim Lawan of
Gamu Village, Alkaleri
Local Government Area
and kidnapped his son,
one Shuaibu Abdulkarim
aged 15 of same address to
an unknown destination.
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Osinbajo-led
Committee
To Tap
Nigeria’s Blue
Economy

FG Targets
Reducing
Electricity
Tariffs, Gas
Price

BY CALEB ISHAYA, ABUJA

Vice-President Yemi Osinbajo
yesterday at the Presidential
Villa, Abuja, inaugurated
an Expanded Partnership
Committee on Sustainable
Blue Economy.
The committee, chaired
by the Vice-President, is
composed of state governors,
ministers, representatives of
military and security agencies
and members from the private
sector.
Osinbajo’s spokesman, Mr
Laolu Akande, in a statement
said the Federal Government
was set to further explore
the economic opportunities
available through oceanic and
marine resources around the
country.
The Blue Economy is the
sustainable use of ocean
resources for economic
growth, improved livelihoods
and jobs, while preserving the
health of ocean ecosystems.
It
entails
emerging
renewable energy, seabed
extractive activities and
marine biotechnology and bioprospecting.
Performing
the
inauguration,
Osinbajo
said that the blue economy
offered a whole new vista of
opportunity for economic
activity.
On the composition of the
committee, the vice president
said it had representatives
from the states and the
geo-political zones, agency
representation, Chief of Naval
Staff, Comptroller-General of
Customs, NIMASA and several
other agencies.
He said ministries such as
the Ministry of Industry, Trade
and Investment, Ministry of
Power, Ministry of Petroleum,
Ministry of Environment
were part of the committee.
“There will be several agencies
and several interactions
between institutions because
we are dealing with ports
and terminals, oil and gas,
the environment, tourism,
hospitality – a whole range of
economic activities that are
connected to what is described
as the blue economy”, he said.
The inauguration was
attended by the Governor of
Borno State, Prof. Babagana
Zulum, Minister of Industry,
Trade and Investment, Mr
Niyi Adebayo; Minister of
State for Environment,
Sharon Ikpeazu, Minister of
State for Power, Godwin Agba
and the representative of the
Transportation Minister, Dr
Magdalene Ajani, Permanent
Secretary,
Ministry
of
Transportation.

Vice President Yemi Osionbajo (L) with Minister of State for Environment, Sharon Ikeazor, during the inauguration of
the Expanded Partnership Committee on Sustainable Blue Economy in Nigeria at the State House in Abuja on Monday ..
PHOTO: SUMAILA IBRAHIM/JAU/NAN

Gunmen Abduct Another Monarch In Plateau
PLATEAU

Gunmen have kidnapped
Da Gyang Balak, the Gwom
Rwei ,District Head, of
Vwang District of Jos-south
local government area of
Plateau State.
Maj. Ishaku Takwa, the
Media Officer of Operation
Safe
Haven,
OPSH,
maintaining peace in

Plateau State and environs
confirmed the incident in a
statement yesterday in Jos.
He said that the chief was
kidnapped on Sunday night
on his way to Vom.
He said that troops of the
operation and other security
agencies had launched a
manhunt on the criminals
and to rescue the monarch.
“Troops of OPSH in

conjunction with other
security agencies are on the
trail of the kidnappers.
“God’s willing, the security
agencies will soon close-up
on the criminals”, he said.
The traditional ruler was
kidnapped a few metres
before the main gate of
the National Institute for
Policy and Strategic Studies,
NIPSS, Kuru in Jos.

The incident is coming few
weeks after the abduction of
Mr Charles Mato, the Sum
Pyem and Paramount Ruler
of Gindiri, in Mangu local
government area of the
state.
Vwang District is where
the
famous
National
Veterinary
Research
Institute, NVRI, Vom, is
situated.

Weather Forecast: Nimet Predicts Three-Day Sunny, Hazy Conditions
FCT

Nigeria
Meteorological
Agency,
NiMet,
has
predicted three days of
sunshine and haziness
across the country.
NiMet’s weather outlook
released in Abuja predicted
sunny and hazy atmosphere
over the North and North
central regions during the
forecast period on Monday.
“With the exception
of Borno, Gombe, Yobe,
Taraba and Adamawa where
moderate dust haze with
horizontal visibility value
between 2000m and 5000m
and localised visibility of
less than or equal to 1000m

is anticipated.
“The inland cities of the
South should be hazy with
patches of clouds within the
forecast period. The coastal
cities of the South should
experience early morning
mist and fog patches.
“Later in the day,
isolated thunderstorms
are expected over parts of
Lagos, Akwa Ibom, Cross
River and Delta States”, it
said.
According to it, thick
dust haze with horizontal
visibility
values
less
than or equal to 1000m
is anticipated over the
Northern region during the

forecast period on Tuesday.
The agency envisaged
North-central cities to
be predominantly under
moderate dust haze with
horizontal visibility values
between 2000m and 5000m
throughout the forecast
period.
“The inland cities of the
South should be hazy with
patches of clouds during the
forecast period.
“The coastal cities of the
South should experience
early morning mist and fog
patches which are expected
to lift to give few patches
of clouds with a hazy
atmosphere during the rest

of the morning hours.
“However, there are
prospects of isolated
thunderstorms over parts of
Bayelsa, Lagos, Akwa Ibom
and Rivers States during
the afternoon and evening
hours”, it stated.
NiMet forecast thick dust
haze with localised visibility
of less than or equal to
1000m over the North
and North central regions
throughout the forecast
period on Wednesday.
It anticipated inland
cities and coastal cities
of the South to be hazy
with patches of few clouds
throughout the forecast

Trader Gets Six Months Jail For Stealing Phone
An Upper Area Court
sitting
in
Kasuwan
Nama in Jos yesterday
sentenced
a
trader,
Suleiman Umar, 32, to six
months imprisonment for
stealing a cell phone by
intimidation.
Umar who resides in
Mista-Ali was sentenced for
stealing and intimidation.

The magistrate, Lawal
Suleiman who sentenced
Umar after he pleaded
guilty to the offence,
however, gave him an
option to pay a fine.
Suleiman said that for
the offense of stealing and
intimidation Umar was to
pay a fine of N 10,000 or six
months imprisonment.

He said the judgement
would serve as a deterrent
to those who would want to
indulge in any criminal act.
Earlier, the prosecution
counsel, Insp. Ibrahim
Gokwat, told the court that
the case was reported at the
Mista-Ali Police Station on
Jan. 6, by one Emmanuel
Vandu of Mista-Ali who is

the complainant.
The prosecutor said
that the convict went to
the complainant’s shop,
intimidated and stole his
cell phone valued at N8,000
The prosecutor said that
the offence contravened
the provisions of Section
272 and 337 of the Plateau
State Penal Code Law.

Federal
Government
is working to reduce
electricity tariffs this year
while improving the power
supply.
To achieve this, the
government said it has cut
down the price at which
gas, a major component
of power generation, is
being sold to Generating
Companies ,GenCos.
A member of the sevenman Technical Committee
on Electricity Tariff
disclosed to newsmen
that the goal is to ensure
improved energy to
Nigerians at a cheaper
cost.
The member said the
government has reduced
the cost of gas sold to
GenCos to $2.18.
This
is,
however,
against the $1.50cent
that the Organized Labor
pushed for last year
during its meeting at the
Presidential Villa, Abuja.
The
committee
member, who pleaded
anonymity said: “It is
expected that tariffs will
trend downward in 2022
as an increase in supply
and optimisations occur
through
investments
in grid and market
stabilisation
“This
means
that
Nigerians should expect
more energy, cheaper per
unit cost this year.
“Government has
also
implemented
reductions in gas price
and optimization to keep
tariffs low despite forex
and inflationary pressures.
“The DIsCos, as they
receive more energy
and reduce losses, will
have to implement price
reductions to stay under
the regulated profit they
can make. It has already
happened in some DisCOs.
“The
$2.18
cent
reduction in the price of
gas was already effected
as it was announced.
“It
was
formally
announced by the Federal
Ministry of Petroleum
and implemented in July
2021”.
According
to
the
source, key tenants of the
agreement with organized
labor are on track.
“Metering, insuring
a cap on band D and E,
as well as investments
in transmission and
distribution, accelerated
through Central Bank of
Nigeria ,CBN, support.
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Rising Popularity Of Locally Made School Bags
BY LADI PATRIICK-OKWOLI

Made in Nigeria goods are gradually taking
on a new shine, as a surge of designers has
conscientiously made grand efforts to offer
beautifully made goods to the delight of many
who adorn and even help to create more
awareness on several social media platforms.
This is due to the fact that the Nigerian
economy as we all know is getting difficult by
the day, hence the need for looking up to other
sectors other than oil and gas to take the nation
out of the doldrums. The agricultural sector
touted for so long to have this ability has been
dismally slow except for rice produce which has
government’s support and citizens’ interest,
while tourism has become impossible due to the
state of infrastructure and security in the country.
Looking inwards is fast becoming the order of
the day and our fashion, which had once been
the preserve of trendy women, now dominates
virtually every Made-in-Nigeria gathering
whether in or out of the country.
Increasingly, not only is fashion being used as
a vehicle for development and empowerment, it
might be the one sector which continually holds
the power to be that forex earner that will surely
rival crude oil.
Despite the fact that there are all kinds of
challenges; not least of all is the fact that finishing
issues have remained persistent in that industry
in general. Overall, however, Nigerian fashion bag
designers appear not only to have surmounted
this mountain, but also the markets.
With the re-opening of schools from the long
vacation and students returning to schools with
virtually new items, from books, school uniforms,
sandals and bags.
AljazirahNigeria takes a look at the popularity
of made-in-Nigeria school bags among students
in the country.
Our investigation revealed that most schools
visited had a high number of locally made school
bags and lunch boxes among the students

A manufacturer of locally made bags, Mr
Adeola Martins said for discerning entrepreneurs
some good cash can actually be raked in this
season, especially from the production and supply
of school bags. School bag making business is a
lucrative idea that can be operated from home.
Martins said investment for school bag
making business is indeed a long term one. It
is a necessary item for every school and college
student and nowadays it is also used by office
people and travelers because of its reasonable
price and strength. With the help of the school
bag making machine, the production procedure
has become very easy and production cost has
also reduced which gives a great boost to this
business.
With a population of over 180 million, the
number of students in every state and town
is very high. Naturally, the demand for school
bags both in urban and rural areas is high and
also continues to grow every year. Even some

“

The Nigerian
government needs
to look inwards on
how to finance the
business of people
processing leather
and get the necessary
technology for them
to process it

state governors have taken it up as part of their
manifestos to provide books, school bags and
some essentials for the students as part of the
efforts to improve the standard of education in
their domain.
“Earlier there were very few types of material
available for the making of school bags and they
were usually made manually. But nowadays,
with the introduction of semi automatic heavy
duty sewing machines, the bag manufacturing
process becomes very easy and also requires very
less labour.
Also, most of the schools, especially the private
schools provide school bags to the students. So as
an owner of the school bag making business, you
can have a contract with any of the educational
institutes like schools or colleges to supply bags
to them.
Fela Kuti, Nigeria’s most famous musician
and political dissident, called the desire of
many Nigerians to own European goods “Colomentality”: a legacy of colonial control where the
colonised were made to believe all things made by
the West were better than whatever was produced
locally.
It wasn’t common knowledge that the
leather used by global luxury design houses
such as Burberry and Louis Vuitton came from
Nigeria. Skins of goats reared in Sokoto, northwest Nigeria, for instance, are among the most
“revered in the world”, according to Ashadu,
known for their strength, suppleness and easyto-remove hairs. Sokoto State is in the dry Sahel
region of Nigeria, surrounded by sandy savannah
and isolated hills and near the border with Niger.
These skins are produced in northern Nigerian
tanneries that have stood for centuries, and the
artisans working in them passed their knowledge
down through the generations.
Today the tanneries are not as prolific as they
could be the reasons for the decline vary from
obsolete production processes to ill-thoughtout government interventions, which led to the
industry being entirely export-focused. Thus,

most tanneries are structured only to sell in
bulk quantities the kind only billion-dollar design
firms can afford while local designers cannot.
But against all odds, resilient local leather
designers have emerged, creating products
catering to a foreign market as well as a domestic
one.
He makes use of Nigerian leather for products
like wallets and belts but depends on imported
leather for bags.
A way out of this dependence on imported
leather, according to local manufacturers, is
for the government to invest in the creation of
functional tanneries.
The leather market chairman also stated that
there are plans to liaise with the government
to invest in the leather goods market which,
according to a recent report by US-based Grand
View Research, is projected to reach $629.65
billion globally by 2025.
“The Nigerian government needs to look
inwards on how to finance the business of
people processing leather and get the necessary
technology for them to process it”, Ignatius said.
“When that is done those of us in the business
of buying and selling will not have to go abroad to
buy because by that time everything we need will
be available in Nigeria where the raw materials are
taken from in the first place”.
“What we are saying is that the government
can be of help by sending people for training
abroad to get advanced knowledge of the use of
leather producing machines”.
If one day Nigeria decides to transform its
leather industry into a major trade, a lot of
investments will have to be committed to reviving
the nation’s aged tanneries or building new ones.
When this is done, the turnover from the
markets can add greatly to the country’s export
and import revenue. Who knows, a market
like Mushin could become not just a tourist
attraction, but home to the best leather goods
the world has ever seen.
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People ask me what I do in winter
when there’s no baseball. I’ll tell you
what I do. I stare out the window and
wait for spring. – Rogers Hornsby

24 Hours After Benitez’s Sack, Everton FC Contacts Martinez

Kida Becomes Member
Borno State Advisory
Committee On Governance
Borno State Governor Professor Babagana
Umara Zulum has announced the
appointment of outgoing NBBF President,
Eng Ahmadu Musa Kida ,as a member
of Borno State Advisory Committee On
Governance and Development.
Announcing this at the weekend
in Maiduguri, the Governor said the
appointment of Musa Kida,who is also a
Non-executive Director of the TotalEnergies,
into the government advisory committee
will enhance the quality of governance and
speedy development in the state.
Kida who recently bagged the Boston
,USA, Consulting Group, BCG, team,
West Africa, as an advisor, was the deputy
managing director, Deep Water Services at
TotalEnergies, Nigeria where amongst other
accomplishments, he delivered the Egina
Field Project, which achieved First Oil at the
end of 2018, and was able to achieve peak oil
production of 200,000 barrels per day, before
his retirement after 35 years of meritorious
service in the organization.
Since stepping aside from his role as DMD,
Musa Kida has maintained his commitment
to contributing to local knowledge across the
Nigerian energy space and currently serves
as Non-Executive Director at both Heirs Oil
and Gas and TotalEnergies Nigeria Limited.
Musa Kida is a civil engineering graduate
from Ahmadu Bello University with a postgraduate diploma in Petroleum Engineering
from Institut Francaise du Petrole ,IFP,
France.
These spades of appointments are a
recognition of the hard work and dedication
to assigned tasks, which also includes
his recent appointment as Chairman of
Ponticelli Nigeria Limited.
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Just 24 hours after sacking his coach, Rafael
Bernitez, the Everton are interested in Belgium
manager Roberto Martinez returning to the club and
have made initial contact with the Belgian Football
Association.
Belgium are reluctant to lose the Spaniard, 48, with
the World Cup in Qatar in November and believe they
will retain his services.
Martinez is high on the Toffees’ list of contenders
to succeed Rafael Benitez, who was sacked on
Sunday.
He managed Everton from 2013 until he was

sacked in 2016.
He then became Belgium Manager in August 2016,
achieving a third-place finish at the 2018 World Cup, and
he is also technical director of the national team.
Belgium, the world’s number one ranked side, is among
the favourites for this year’s World Cup.
The prospect of Martinez doing both the Everton and
Belgium jobs has been floated but the Belgian FA will
reject any such suggestion out of hand, while a clean endof-season break is also not on the cards with the World
Cup being held in November and December in Qatar rather
Aubameyang
than in the summer.

2021 AFCON: No Reason To
Underrate Guinea Bissau – Eguavoen
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As Sports Minister hails the High Commission’s support
Chidozie Awaziem Returns To Eagles’ Camp

BY JOEL AJAYI

Head Coach Augustine Owen Eguavoen said his
already-qualified Super Eagles have no reason to
look down on their opponents or approach the
game in a carefree manner when they take to the
pitch of Stade Roumdé Adjia in Garoua against
the Wild Dogs of Guinea Bissau on Wednesday.
Nigeria have eased into the Round of 16 as
group leaders, with a match to spare, courtesy
of the wins over Egypt and Sudan in their two
matches and the combination of other results,
notably Egypt’s defeat of Guinea Bissau on
Saturday.
Yet, Eguavoen says his team will deduct
nothing from their consolidated one-matchat-a-time and win-all strategy adopted for the
33rd Africa Cup of Nations, even as there is no
serious pressure going into that final group phase
encounter.
“It is important for us to sustain the winning
mentality while we keep our heads on our
shoulders. Just as I told the boys after the match

against Egypt, we are yet to win anything here
except points. Guinea Bissau needs the three
points because they have only one so far and we
must be prepared for a massive fight.
“If we let down our guard, we could be
punished, and that would not be good for the
team’s psychology. We will go for the three
points”.
In a related development, the Sports Minister
Sunday Dare has commended the Nigerian High
Commission in Cameroon for its support for the
Super Eagles since the beginning of the Africa
Cup of Nations tournament.
Nigerian Ambassador to Cameroon, Gabriel
Abayomi Olonisakin and officials of the Nigerian
High Commission in Cameroon, apart from
organising a warm reception for the Super
Eagles on their arrival in Garoua, have also been
mobilising the Nigerian community to attend the
matches to support the team.
He commended Ambassador Olonisakin and
other officials of the Commission for making
Garoua ‘home away from home’ for the team.
Meanwhile, report from Cameroon have it
that, Super Eagles defender, Chidozie Awaziem,
on Monday, joined his teammates for training for
the first time in Garoua.
The defender has recovered from the ankle
injury that he suffered
On Friday, Coach Augustine Eguavoen, had
said Awaziem missed Saturday’s clash against
Sudan because of his injury.
But the defender trained with other players
on Monday.

Group Laments FIBA's Ban On Nigeria

Kida

BY JOEL AJAYI

Sports Quiz
Test yourself with ALJAZIRAH
easy sports quiz questions
Who is the highest goal scorer at the
ongoing AFCON?
First country sent packing from
AFCON is?

Friends of Nigeria Sports ,FNS, has expressed
its anger and disappointment over the decision
of FIBA to ban Nigeria’s representative, Rivers
Hoopers from participating in the Basketball
Africa League, slated to dunk off in March, this
year, across major cities in Africa.
FIBA in a letter signed by the Secretary
and Regional Director, Biles Alphonse and
addressed to Engr. Musa Kida in his capacity as
NBBF president, dated 14th January 2022, the
Basketball body said it has decided not to retain
the Nigeria Rivers Hoppers Club to participate
in the final phase of BAL.
This he said is due to the inability of NBBF
to confirm to it that it is organizing its own
program. They said that FIBA Africa cannot
authorize the participation of a Nigerian club
in the Basketball Africa League this year.
Reacting to this ban, the spokesperson for
FNS, Asiwaju Akeem Busari, described it as
unfortunate and demoralising.
“It is unfortunate and highly regrettable that

FIBA has slammed its hammer on Nigeria, due
to the stubbornness of the sports ministry to
disrespect the directives of FIBA.
“Remember, we ,FNS, severally warned
against the actions and inactions of the sports
ministry, which has been premised on the selfish
agendas of some officials of the ministry.
Busari accused the sports ministry officials
of blatantly disregarding words of advice from
stakeholders in the basketball community not
to take over the organization of the final 8 of
the male basketball league from the NBBF board
which had been in charge of the game.

Access Bank Lagos City Mar
BY IBRAHIM LAWAL

Sports loving Deputy Governor of Edo State, Philip
Shaibu will add to his huge sports resume on February
12, 2022.
He will be joining the Governor of Lagos State and
host of the Access Bank Lagos City Marathon Babajide
Sanwo-Olu to participate in the 2022 edition.
Speaking while signing the entry form over the
weekend Shaibu said he has been a distance admirer
of the Access Bank Lagos City Marathon.
“I congratulate the good people of Lagos State,
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Football is a simple game. Twenty-two
men chase a ball for 90 minutes and at the
end, the Germans always win.
– Gary Lineker
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Gabon Releases Aubameyang To Arsenal Over Health

nez

August 2016,
orld Cup, and
eam.
ide, is among

Everton and
gian FA will
e a clean endith the World
n Qatar rather

www.aljazirahnews.com

Tuesday, January 18, 2022

Aubameyang

Gabon captain, Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang has
been released from Gabon’s Africa Cup of Nations
squad and will return to Arsenal because of the striker’s
ongoing health issues.
The 32-year-old missed Gabon’s draw with Ghana
on Friday after scans revealed “heart lesions” following
a bout of COVID-19.
Aubameyang tested positive on arrival in Cameroon
on January 6.
He will undergo further medical checks upon his
return to Arsenal.
Nice midfielder Mario Lemina has also been released

from the Gabon squad after “heart lesions” were also
found on the ex-Southampton player’s scan.
According to a statement issued by Gabonese
Football Federation, Monday, “The Gabonese
Football Federation has decided to put the players
Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang and Mario Lemina at
the disposal of their clubs to continue the in-depth
examinations”.
Aubameyang, who also tested positive for COVID
in August, has not played for Arsenal since he was
dropped and stripped of the club captaincy last month
for disciplinary reason

Rafael Nadal Begins Bid For 21st Grand Slam With Win Over Marcos Giron
Rafael Nadal began his bid for a men’s
record 21st Grand Slam title with victory
over Marcos Giron in the Australian Open
first round.
Sixth seed Nadal, the only former
Melbourne champion left in the men’s draw,
beat American Giron 6-1 6-4 6-2.
The Spaniard is making his return to Grand
Slam tennis after a five-month layoff with a
foot injury.

“I have had very challenging months, tough
moments and a lot of doubts,” he said in court.
Nadal is the only member of the ‘Big Three’
competing in Melbourne after nine-time
Melbourne champion Novak Djokovic’s visa
was canceled on Sunday
His sole Australian Open title came in 2009
but he won the Melbourne summer set in the
build-up to the tournament.
He was rarely troubled against Giron,

hitting 34 winners to help set up a secondround meeting with German qualifier Yannick
Hanfmann who dismissed home favorite and
Adelaide champion Thanasi Kokkinakis 6-2
6-3 6-2.
“You never know when you come back
from injuries - things are difficult and you go
day by day, “Nadal, 35, said.
“But I’m staying positive. I won three
matches and a title here last week”.
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Tuesday, January 18
Group B:
Zimbabwe vs Guinea - 5pm
Malawi vs Senegal - 5pm
Group C:
Gabon vs Morocco - 8pm
Ghana vs Comoros - 8pm
Wednesday, January 19
Group D:
Egypt vs Sudan - 8pm
Guinea-Bissau vs Nigeria - 8pm
Thursday, January 20
Group E:
Sierra Leone vs Equatorial Guinea - 5pm
Ivory Coast vs Algeria - 5pm
Group F:
Gambia vs Tunisia - 8pm
Mali vs Mauritania - 8pm

AFCON RESULTS

GROUP STAGE MATCHDAY 3 OF 3
MONDAY, JANUARY 17
GROUP A:
CAPE VERDE 1- 1 CAMEROON
BURKINA FASO 1- 1 ETHIOPIA

gos City Marathon: Shaibu To Run Alongside Sanwo-Olu
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AFCON Group Stage Fixtures & Time

especially the Executive Governor Babajide SanwoOlu for putting together the Access Bank Lagos City
Marathon, the biggest one-day sports event in Africa
and one of the top ten marathons in the world in
terms of prize money and participants.
“Having participated in the highly competitive
Okpekpe 10km Road Race on a tough terrain because
it is hilly, it will be a great joy to experience the Access
Bank Lagos City Marathon alongside my brother
Governor Sanwo-Olu. It will be fun to run in Lagos
because the course is flat”.

An avid golfer, Shaibu is also a passionate footballer.
He etched his name in sports history when he led the
Team Edo football team to win the male football gold
medal at the 20th National Sports Festival ,NSF, in
Benin.
Meanwhile, General Manager Yussuf Alli Access
Bank Lagos City Marathon urges politicians and
celebrities to emulate Shaibu, “being active in sports
cures many illnesses and diseases. Our leaders and
celebrities that the masses emulate should join Shaibu
by embracing sports culture.”
Shaibu
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Daga hagu: Shugaban Majalisar Dattawa, Ahmed Lawan, Gwamna Mai Mala Buni, Gwamna Badaru Abubakar; Mai Martaba Sarkin Machina, Alhaji Bashir Bukar-Albishir (a tsaye), da
manyan baki, a lokacin bikin al’adun gargajiya na Machina da ake gudanarwa kowace shekara a karamar hukumar Machina ta Yobe, kwanan nan.
HOTO: NABEEL BALARABE/JAU/NAN

CSO Sun Buqaci NASS Da Ta Ba Da Fifikon
Dokar Zave Bayan Sun Zama
Wata Gamayyar Qungiyoyin Farar
Hula, CSOs, ta buqaci Majalisar
Dokokin Qasa da ta ba da fifiko
wajen kammala dokar zave a
zamanta na farko idan za ta dawo
daga hutu ranar Talata. qungiyoyin
sun yi wannan kiran a ranar Litinin
a Abuja a wani taron manema
labarai mai taken: “Sanarwar
qungiyoyin farar hula game da
buqatar Majalisar Dokoki ta qasa
ta yi aiki da dokar zave kan dawo
da hutu daga hutu”. CSOs sune:
Yiaga Africa, Cibiyar Jarida ta
Duniya, IPC, Cibiyar Jama’a masu
Naqasa, CCD, Gidauniyar Albino,
Gidauniyar CLEEN, Cibiyar Yada
Labarai da Al’umma, IMS, da
Asusun Tallafawa Mata na Nijeriya,
NWTF.
Sauran sun haxa da: qungiyar
“Premium Times Center for
Investigative Journalism,” PTCIJ,
da “Partners for Electoral Reform,”
PER, Civil Society Legislative
Advocacy Centre, CISLAC,
qungiyar “Women Advocates
Research and Documentation
Center,” da kuma “WARDC,
Nigerian Network of NonGovernmental
Organizations,
NNNGO.”
Xaya daga cikin waxanda suka
kira gamayyar qungiyoyin, Lanre
Arogundade, Babban Daraktan
Cibiyar Yada Labarai ta qasa
da qasa, IPC, ya bayyana cewa,
qungiyoyin CSOs sun gudanar da
taron ‘yan qasa kan qudirin dokar
zave a ranar Lahadi.
Arogundade ya ce maqasudin
taron shi ne a kan buqatar Majalisar
Dokoki ta qasa ta ba da fifiko wajen

yin bitar qudirin tare da turawa.
“Yau, yayin da kwanaki 398
kacal ya rage a gudanar da babban
zaven 2023, yana da matuqar
muhimmanci Majalisar Dokoki
ta qasa da Shugaban qasa su
kammala aikin gyaran dokar zaven
nan da ranar 31 ga Janairu, 2022.
“Ya kamata Majalisar Dokoki ta
cire taqaddamar maganar zaven
fidda gwanin kai tsaye, ta warware
dukkannin lamarin kurakuran
rubutawa da aka gano da kuma
givin juzu’ai da kuma sake miqa
qudirin ga shugaban qasa don
amincewa a cikin mako guda na ci
gaba. “Yayin da al’ummar qasar ke
jiran dawowar majalisar dokokin
qasar a ranar Talata 18 ga watan
Janairu, 2022, ‘yan Nijeriya na sa
ran cewa aiki kan qudirin gyaran
dokar zave shi ne abin da zai sa a
gaba a kan takardar odar.
“Saboda haka ya kamata
shugabannin majalisar dokokin
qasar su kammala wannan aiki
domin duk wani tsaiko da zai qara
kawo cikas ga jama’a kan aiwatar
da garambawul.” Arogundade ya ce
masu ruwa da tsaki a zauren taron
sun jaddada muhimmancin samar
da qudirin cikin gaggawa domin
qarfafa tsarin. Tsarin doka na zave.
Ya ce qungiyar ta yi imanin cewa
an buqaci hakan ne domin a samu
sauqin shirye-shiryen tunkarar
babban zaven shekarar 2023 da
kuma kaucewa rashin tabbas na
shari’a da ke sanya tsarin zaven
ya zama mai saukin kamuwa
da maguxi. Ya qara da cewa,
muhimman qudurori da suka fito
daga taron majalisar dattijai su ne

cewa sabon tsarin shari’a shi ne
ginshiki wajen tabbatar da gaskiya
a babban zaven 2023 da kuma
zavukan gaba da kuma ci gaban
dimokuradiyyar Nijeriya.
“Wannan ya savawa yanayin
canjin yanayin zave da sabbin
abubuwa da INEC ta vullo da su
don inganta ingancin zave.
“Ba abu ne mai wuya a yi
tunanin gudanar da zavukan
2023 da zavukan nan gaba tare
da tsarin shari’a na yanzu, dokar
zave ta 2010 kamar yadda aka
yi wa kwaskwarima.” A cewar
Arogundade, dokar zave ta 2021
ta nuna muradin ‘yan Nijeriya da
manyan masu ruwa da tsaki a zave,
domin shi ne tsarin mulki. tsarin
doka wanda ke inganta amfani da
fasaha da sauran sababbin abubuwa.
Ya ce waxannan za su kawo
qarshen maguxin zave, da qarfafa
‘yancin cin hanci da rashawa na
INEC, da kuma bai wa Hukumar
ikon yin watsi da jabun sakamakon
zave. Wanda ya kira taron ya ce
qungiyar ta yi imanin cewa qarin
jinkirin da aka samu na kammala
gyaran dokar zave na da nasaba da
shirye-shiryen zaven gwamnonin
Ekiti da Osun da zaven 2023 da
kuma zavukan da za a yi nan gaba.
Ya qara da cewa za a rasa damar
da za a gwada yadda sabuwar dokar
za ta yi aiki da sabbin abubuwan
da aka qirqira idan ba a kammala
aikin gyaran ba cikin gaggawa.
Mista Ezenwa Nwagwu, mamban
hukumar, Yiaga Africa ya bayyana
cewa gamayyar qungiyoyin sun ba
da shawarar cewa majalisar dattawa
da ta wakilai su sake miqawa

shugaban qasa Muhammadu Buhari
qudirin dokar zave nan da Juma’a
bayan kammala aikin.
Nwagwu ya ce, Yiaga Africa ya
buqaci majalisar dokokin qasar da
ta tabbatar da bin doka da oda da
kyau domin warware duk kurakurai da kuma gibin da ke tsakanin
su kafin a sake miqa qudirin neman
amincewar shugaban qasa. Haka
kuma ta bukaci shugaban qasar
da ya karvi qudirin dokar da aka
sake mika masa cikin mako guda.
Ta yi kira ga kungiyoyin farar hula,
kafofin yaxa labarai, da abokan
ci gaban kasa da su ci gaba da
qoqarin kare dokar zave daga
kame manufofi, maguxi, da kuma
zagon qasa ga son rai. Ita ma a nata
jawabin, babbar jami’a mai kula da
asusun tallafa wa mata ta Nijeriya
(NWTF), Mufuliat Fijabi, ta yi
kira ga shugaban qasa da majalisar
dokokin qasar da su kawo qarshen
batutuwan da suka shafi qudirin
da kuma kawar da rashin tabbas
a gaban zaven 2023. “Ina kira da
a yi duk mai yiwuwa wajen ganin
an share rashin tabbas da ke tattare
da qudirin domin ‘yan Nijeriya su
samu qwarin gwiwa a zaven 2023 da
kuma tabbatar da dimokuradiyyar
mu a kan tsarin zave na gaskiya.
Babban Darakta na gidauniyar
Albino, Jake Ekpelle ya ce dokar
idan aka sanya hannu kan dokar za
ta kasance dokar zave da ta qunshi
kowa da kowa. Ekpelle ya roqi
shugaban qasa da ya sanya hannu
kan qudirin domin kuma zai bai
wa naqasassu damar yin amfani da
ikonsu kamar yadda aka tanadar
musu a cikin qudirin.

Dokar Zaman Gida
Ta IPOB Na Talauta
Jama’armu –
Mazauna Anambra
Wasu mazauna Anambra sun
ce masu fafutukar kafa qasar
Biafra, IPOB, zauna-gari-banza na
tavarvarewar tattalin arzikin yankin
Gabashin Qasar nan, inda hakan
ke jefa jama’a cikin talauci. Sun
faxi haka ne a Awka ranar Litinin.
Misis Ngozi Nwaude, shugabar
al’umma a garin Enugwu-Ukwu,
a Qaramar Hukumar Njikoka, ta
yi kira ga shugabannin qungiyar
da su rungumi salon yaqin neman
zavensu na wayar da kan jama’a.
Amma a ce ta hanyar aiwatar da
dokar zama a gida da amfani da
kayan ban tsoro da tsoratarwa,
IPOB ta zama abokan gaba ga
yawancin mazauna yankin.
Ta ce abin takaici ne yadda
qungiyar da ke da’awar ‘yantar da
jama’a za ta dauki matakin da zai
jawo wa jama’a bakin ciki ciwo. Ta
ce qungiyar ta IPOB ta samu nasarar
haifar da firgici da wahalhalun da ba
dole ba ga matafiya, ta kuma yi kira
ga qungiyar da su janye matakin
da suka xauka tare da rungumar
zaman lafiya ta hanyar tattaunawa
da hukumomin gwamnati da abin
ya shafa.
“Dole ne in canza jadawalin jirgi
na zuwa wani kwanan wata saboda
ban samu hanyar filin jirgin Asaba
ba. Misis Grace Anagor ‘yar qaramar
‘yar kasuwa ta ce umarnin ya koma
“abin dariya da nisa” saboda da
gaske yana lalata hanyoyin rayuwar
mutane. Anagor ya ce abin da ya fi
shafa shi ne gajiyayyu da tsofaffi
kuma ya buqaci dukkan vangarorin
da abin ya shafa da su rungumi
tattaunawa don kare rayukan
jama’a.
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Zaven FCT:
Qungiya Ta Buqaci
Jama’a Su Kaxa
Quri’a Yadda YA
Kamata

Gamayyar jam’iyyar FCT ta PDP,
Support Group, ta yi kira ga jama’a
da su kaxa quri’unsu yadda ya
kamata, domin rage yawan quri’un
da ba su dace ba, a gudanar da
zaven qananan hukumomin Babban
Birnin Tarayya Abuja a ranar 12
ga watan Fabrairu. Mista Godwin
Onmonya, Ko’odinetan qungiyar
ne ya yi wannan kiran ne ranar
Litinin a Kuje, yayin wani shirin
wayar da kan masu kaxa quri’a kan
yadda za a gudanar da zave da kaxa
kuri’a a yankin.
Omonya ya ce yawan quri’un da
ba su dace ba da kuma kura-kuran
da aka yi a lokacin zaven kansilolin
yankin, musamman a yankunan
karkara na da matuqar damuwa,
don haka akwai buqatar a wayar
da kan jama’a. A cewarsa, za a iya
la’akari da mahimmancin katin zave
da kaxa quri’a yadda ya kamata,
domin ita ce kawai makamin da
masu zave za su yi amfani da su
wajen zaven shugabannin da suke
so.
“Kira ya zama dole, baya ga qara
qarfin kaxa quri’a a zave; akwai
kuma buqatar a rage yawan quri’u
marasa inganci a lokacin zave.
“Masu maza da mata, musamman
a yankunan karkara yawanci ba
sa kada quri’u yadda ya kamata,
wanda hakan kan kai yawan quri’un
da aka ki amincewa da su a lokacin
zave. “Haqqin ‘yan qasa ne su
mallaki katin zave na PVC kuma
su zavi ‘yan takarar da suka zaba
da kyau don taimakawa wajen rage
quri’un da aka ki amincewa da su,”
in ji shi.

Cutar Shan Inna:
Jihar Kaduna
Ta Yi Allurar
Rigakafin Yara
Miliyan 2.6
Hukumar Kula da Lafiya a matakin
farko ta Jihar Kaduna ta yi wa
yara miliyan 2.6 allurar rigakafin
cutar shan inna da aka kammala a
jihar. Daraktan Yaqi da Cututtuka
a Hukumar, Mista Hamza Ibrahim
Ikara ya bayyana haka a ranar
Alhamis a Kaduna, ya ce an gudanar
da aikin rigakafin ne daga ranar
10 ga watan Janairu zuwa 17 ga
Janairu, ya ce an gudanar da aikin
a dukkan qananan hukumomi 23
na jihar. Ya kuma ba da tabbacin
hukumar za ta ci gaba da sanya ido
kan lamarin don ganin ba a bar wani
yaro ba. Daraktan ya ce duk yaron
da ya rasa yin rigakafin a lokacin
motsa jiki na yau da kullum, za a
kama shi ta hanyar allurar riga-kafi
daga baya.
Ya kuma yi kira ga iyaye da su
marawa hukumar baya a yunqurinta
na ganin an kawar da cutar baki
xaya a jihar. Ikara ya qara da ba da
tabbacin cewa alluran ba su da lafiya,
kuma duk waxanda suka cancanta
da suka ba da kansu za su samu
kyauta.

NEMA Ta Ba Da Tallafin Kayayyakin
Agaji Ga Mutane 2,900 A Jihar Imo
Hukumar bayar da agajin gaggawa
ta qasa NEMA, ta ce ta raba
kayan agaji ga mutane 2,900 da
ambaliyar ruwa da iska ta shafa a
kananan hukumomin Owerri ta
Arewa da Yamma da kuma Owerri
na Qaramar Hukumar Imo. Mista
Ifeanyi Nnaji, muqaddashin
shugaban ofishin ayyukan Imo/
Abia na NEMA ne ya bayyana
hakan a ranar Litinin a Owerri.
Nnaji ya ce kayayyakin da aka bayar
sun haxa da, buhu 300 na shinkafa
10kg, buhunan wake 10kg 300,
buhu 250 na garri 10kg da man
kayan marmari 100. Sauran sun

haxa da katifa 700, gidan sauro
700, barguna 700 da dai sauransu.
Ya ce waxannan kayayyakin
sun samu amincewar babban
daraktan hukumar ta NEMA, Mista
Mustapha Ahmed, domin sauqaqa
wa waxanda abin ya shafa raxaxi.
Ya ce hukumar ta qaddamar da
rabon kayayyakin tallafin a ranar
14 ga watan Janairu, inda ta kama
waxanda ambaliyar ruwa da iska ta
shafa a mazavar tarayya ta 2021.
“NEMA ta xauki nauyin a madadin
Gwamnatin Tarayya na ba da kayan
agaji ga waxanda abin ya shafa.
“An ba da izinin ne saboda

sakamakon tantancewar da aka
gudanar biyo bayan mummunar
illar ambaliyar ruwa, guguwar
iska da kuma zaizayar qasa a
qananan hukumomin da abin ya
shafa a shekarar 2021,” in ji shi. Ya
bayyana cewa kayayyakin agajin
da aka bayar ga waxanda abin ya
shafa ba wai don a biya duk wani
abin da bala’in ya ruguje ba ne, illa
dai kawai don rage radadin lamarin.
Ya ce dan majalisa mai wakiltar
mazabar Owerri, Mista Ikenna
Elezieanya ya karvi kayayyakin
tare da wakilan al’ummar da abin
ya shafa.

Shugaban kasa, Buhammadu Buhari da Gwamna Bello Matewale na Zamfara yayin ganawarsu a fadar shugaban
kasa dake Abuja, jiya.
HOTO: CALLISTUS EWELIKE/NAN

An Qaddamar Da Sani Ahmad Zangina Matsayin
Shugaban Qungiyar Dillalan Filaye Na Karu
An gudanar da taron a katafaren
xakin taro na D.C Abu Lawan a
makon da ya gabata. Taron ya samu
halartar manyan mutane daga ko ina
a faxin Jihar Nasarawa da wajenta,
haka zalika qungiyoyi da dama sun
halartar taron domin taya shi murna
da shaida naxin.
A jawabin da ya gabatar bayan
rantsar da shi Alhaji Sani Ahmad
Zangina, bayan godiya ga Allah da
ya zave shi a wannan muqami, ya
ce yana son kawo sauyi mai ma’an
a wannan qungiya musamman idan
aka yi duba ga yadda wasu dillalan
filaye ke cin karensu ba babbaka,
ta hanyar sayarwa da mutane
haramtattun gidaje da filaye, inda ya
ce hakan na matuqar ci musu tuwo a
qwarya, inda ya ce ya zama dole su
daqile wannan mummunar harqalla.
Ya ce irin wannan mummunar al’
ada ya sha haifar da rikicin da ke kai
ga zub da jini.
Da yake amsa tambaya daga
manema labarai bayan kammala
taron, sabon shugaban qungiyar, ya
lashi takobin yin aiki bisa gaskiya
da riqon amana ba tare da nuna
banbanci tsakanin al’umma ba.
Alhaji Sani Ahmad Zangina, ya ce
kasancewarsa wanda aka haifa a
Qaramar Hukumar ta Karu, abin
yana yi masa ciwo idan ya ga wasu
na fakewa da harkar fili da gidaje
wajen yin aika-aika ga mazauna
qaramar hukumar, wacce a cewarsa
ta samu cika da batsewa a xan

taqaitaccen lokaci.
A bayanin da ya yi wa wakilin
AljazirahNigeria dangane da yadda
ake samun karan batta da rikicerikice wajen saye da sayar da filaye
a manyan garuruwan da suka samu
ci gaba ya ce, “Matakin da za mu
fara xauka shi ne, daga yau da muka
amshi wannan muqami, duk wanda
ya kai qara wajen ‘yansanda kuma
a matsayin wannan qungiya, to za
mu bi domin tabbatar da adalcin
wannan mutum, idan akan maganar
fili ne mu sani, ko ma dai kan meye,
amma babu wata alaqa tsakanin
maganar fili da aikata miyagun
laifuka,”.
Ya qara da cewa wani abin lura a
nan shi ne, wannan qungiya ta daxe
tana aiki a Jihar Nasarawa kusan
shekaru uku kenan, ciki kuwa har
da Qaramar Hukumar Karu da
ke maqotaka da Babban Birnin
Tarayya Abuja, hakan ya sabbaba
kafa reshenta a nan Karu tare da
naxa ni a matsayin Shugabanta.
Mun fahimci hakan ne duba da
yadda wasu vata garin dillalan filaye
da gidaje ke cin karensu ba babbaka
wajen harqallar filaye da cutar da
al’umma wanda in sha Allahu daga
wannan lokaci ya zo qarshe.
Irin wannan mummunar xabi’a na
matuqar tayar da hankali da har ta
kan kawo sanadin da za ‘a kai ga zub
da jini, wanda hakan ka iya haifar
da rashin haxin kai da daidaitawa
har ta kai ga cin zarafi daga wasu

jami’an tsaro kan batutuwan da ya
kamata a sasanta da juna tsakanin
jami’an da abokan hulxarsu.
“Bugu da qari, kafa reshen
wannan qungiya a Qaramar
Hukumar Karu, zai samar da
kyakkyawar alaqa tsakanin dillaln
filaye da gidaje, hukumomin
gwamnati da ma’aikatanta, ta yadda
za a daqile duk wata barazana, da
kuma zargin aikata laifukan da
ake yi wa ‘yan kasuwa da ya kai ga
garqame wasu da ba su ji ba ba su
gani ba.
A qarshe ya yi godiya ga dukkanin
‘yan qungiyar manya da qanana da
suka zave shi a wannan muqami tare
da nuna qwarin gwiwar ba zai ba
su kunya ba. Ya addu’ar Allah ya
mayar da kowa gidansa lafiya.”
Shi ma a nasa jawabin da ya
gabatar a taron, mataimakin
Sakataren Qungiyar a jiha, Adamu
Tanko Dagacin Mai Martaba
Sarkin Lafia, cewa ya yi sun jarraba
qwazon Sani Ahmad Zangina kuma
sun tabbatar da cewa mutum ne
nagari mai gaskiya da amana don
haka ne suka yanke shawarar ba
shi shugabancin wannan qungiya a
Qaramar Hukumar Karu. Sannan
ya ja hankalin shugaban kan ya ji
tsoron Allah kamar yadda suka san
shi bisa aikin da zai yi. Ya ce ‘yan
qungiya ba su yi qasa a gwiwa ba
wajen bashi goyon baya da haxin
kai, muna yi masa fatan alheri Allah
ya taya shi riqo.
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Bincike Zai
Iya Amfanar
Da Duniya Da
Inganta Rayuwa
– Masana
Farfesa Emmanuel Etta-Ekuri,
malami a jami’ar Calabar ya ce
bincike na iya tasiri ga duniya da
kuma daidaita rayuwa. Etta-Ekuri,
farfesa a kan ma’aunin ilimi, ya
bayyana hakan a ranar Litinin a
Calabar, yayin da yake gabatar
da jawabi a taron farko na cibiyar
karo na 106. Masanin ilimin ya yi
magana a kan maudu’in: “Matsala
a cikin Binciken: Gyaran Hanyoyi
masu qarfi da Gina Gada”. Da
yake kwatanta duniyar bincike
a matsayin ‘mai ban sha’awa’,
malamin ya ce bincike na iya
tsara rayuwa ta hanyar yin tasiri
ga yanke shawara na siyasa, canza
ra’ayoyin jama’a, da kuma kawo
sauyi a cikin muhimman sassa na
ci gaba, ciki har da amma ba’a
iyakance ga ilimi ba.
A cewarsa, za a iya amfani da
sakamakon binciken ne kawai a
matsayin shigar da manufofin ci
gaban qasa idan masu bincike da
masu tsara manufofi suka haxa
kai don fahimtar takamaiman
buqatu. Ya qara da cewa za a
iya tabbatar da farin cikin a cikin
duniyar bincike ta hanyar sassauta
‘hanyoyi masu tasowa da gina
gadoji’ ta hanyar aiwatar da mafi
kyawun ayyukan duniya tare da
fahimtar abubuwan da suka shafi
zamantakewa da al’adu.
Etta-Ekuri, duk da haka, ya
buqaci masu binciken su xauki
bincike a matsayin abin jin daxi
da kuma salon rayuwa, ba wai
kawai qoqarin ilimi na samun
karin girma da takaddun shaida
ba. “Babban ma’anar bincike
shi ne samar da sabon ilimi da
kuma amfani da irin wannan
ilimin wajen magance matsalolin
al’umma, amma idan bincike ya
gaza kan wannan wajibi, sha’awar
xan’Adam na kawo sauyi da ci
gaba ya zama abin al’ajabi.
“Wannan yana faruwa ne galibi
saboda ana gudanar da bincike
galibi don biyan buqatun takaddun
shaida ko havakawa daga wannan
jami’a zuwa wani. “Yawancin
kaso na malaman jami’o’i ba su
da kyakkyawar manufa ta bincike
saboda qoqarin da suke yi na
bincike da wallafe-wallafen sun
kasance don ingantawa da kuma
qasa gano hanyoyin magance
matsalolin da ake samu nan take.
“A cikin shekarun da suka
wuce, an nuna damuwa game da
qirar bincike mara kyau, suna ba
da gudummawa ga yanke shawara
mara kyau da kuma ba da labari
ga masu tsara manufofi da sauran
masu amfani da bincike,” “in ji
shi.
Ya lura cewa alhakin
zamantakewar zamantakewar
al’umma ne na masu bincike
don tasiri ga al’umma da kyau.
Masanin ya buqaci masu binciken
da su mai da hankali kan matsaloli
na gaskiya da ke buqatar kulawa,
ya qara da cewa sabbin hanyoyin
magance
wasu
matsalolin
zamantakewa tare da faxaxa
iyakokin ilimi a fannin karatu.
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ً
)واﻗﻔﺎ( وﻛﺒﺎر اﻟﺸﺨﺼﯿﺎت ﺧﻼل
ﻣﻦ اﻟﯿﺴﺎر :رﺋﯿﺲ ﻣﺠﻠﺲ اﻟﺸﯿﻮخ  ،أﺣﻤﺪ ﻻوان  ،اﻟﺤﺎﻛﻢ ﻣﺎي ﻣﺎﻻ ﺑﻮﻧﻲ  ،اﻟﺤﺎﻛﻢ ﺑﺎدارو أﺑﻮ ﺑﻜﺮ ؛ أﻣﯿﺮ اﻟﻤﺎﻛﯿﻨﺔ اﻟﺤﺎج ﺑﺸﯿﺮ اﻟﺒﺸﯿﺮ
ﻣﺆﺧﺮاMachina .ﻣﮭﺮﺟﺎن
اﻟﺜﻘﺎﻓﻲ اﻟﺴﻨﻮي ﻓﻲ ﻣﻨﻄﻘﺔ ﻣﺎﺗﺸﯿﻨﺎ اﻟﺤﻜﻮﻣﯿﺔ اﻟﻤﺤﻠﯿﺔ ﻓﻲ ﯾﻮﺑﻲ ،
ً

ﻣﻨﻈﻤﺎت اﻟﻤﺠﺘﻤﻊ اﻟﻤﺪﻧﻲ ﺗﺤﺚ NASSﻋﻠﻰ إﻋﻄﺎء اﻷو
ﻟﻮﯾﺔ ﻟﻤﺸﺮوع ﻗﺎﻧﻮن اﻻﻧﺘﺨﺎﺑﺎت ﻋﻨﺪ اﻻﺳﺘﺌﻨﺎف

ﺣﺚ اﺋﺘﻼف ﻣﻦ ﻣﻨﻈﻤﺎت اﻟﻤﺠﺘﻤﻊ
اﻟﻤﺪﻧﻲ  ،ﻣﻨﻈﻤﺎت اﻟﻤﺠﺘﻤﻊ اﻟﻤﺪﻧﻲ ،
اﻟﺠﻤﻌﯿﺔ اﻟﻮطﻨﯿﺔ ﻋﻠﻰ إﻋﻄﺎء اﻷوﻟﻮﯾﺔ
ﻹﺑﺮام ﻣﺸﺮوع ﻗﺎﻧﻮن اﻻﻧﺘﺨﺎﺑﺎت
ﺧﻼل ﺟﻠﺴﺘﮫ اﻷوﻟﻰ ﻋﻨﺪﻣﺎ ﯾﺴﺘﺄﻧﻒ
ﻣﻦ ﻋﻄﻠﺔ ﯾﻮم اﻟﺜﻼﺛﺎء.
وﺟﮭﺖ ﻣﻨﻈﻤﺎت اﻟﻤﺠﺘﻤﻊ اﻟﻤﺪﻧﻲ
اﻟﺪﻋﻮة ﯾﻮم اﻻﺛﻨﯿﻦ ﻓﻲ أﺑﻮﺟﺎ ﻓﻲ
ﻣﺆﺗﻤﺮ ﺻﺤﻔﻲ ﺣﻤﻞ ﻋﻨﻮان" :ﺑﯿﺎن
اﻟﻤﺠﺘﻤﻊ اﻟﻤﺪﻧﻲ ﺑﺸﺄن اﻟﺤﺎﺟﺔ إﻟﻰ أن
ﯾﺘﺼﺮف اﻟﻤﺠﻠﺲ اﻟﻮطﻨﻲ ﺑﺈﯾﻔﺎد ﺑﺸﺄن
ﻣﺸﺮوع اﻟﻘﺎﻧﻮن اﻻﻧﺘﺨﺎﺑﻲ ﺑﺸﺄن
اﻻﺳﺘﺌﻨﺎف ﻣﻦ اﻟﻌﻄﻠﺔ.
ﻣﻨﻈﻤﺎت اﻟﻤﺠﺘﻤﻊ اﻟﻤﺪﻧﻲ ھﻲ :ﯾﺎﻏﺎ
أﻓﺮﯾﻘﯿﺎ  ،اﻟﻤﺮﻛﺰ اﻟﺼﺤﻔﻲ اﻟﺪوﻟﻲ ،
IPC ،ﻣﺮﻛﺰ اﻟﻤﻮاطﻨﯿﻦ ذوي اﻹﻋﺎﻗﺔ
CCD ، ،ﻣﺆﺳﺴﺔ اﻷﻣﮭﻖ  ،ﻣﺆﺳﺴﺔ
CLEEN ،ﻣﻌﮭﺪ اﻹﻋﻼم واﻟﻤﺠﺘﻤﻊ
IMS ، ،واﻟﺼﻨﺪوق اﻻﺳﺘﺌﻤﺎﻧﻲ
ﻟﻠﻤﺮأة اﻟﻨﯿﺠﯿﺮﯾﺔ NWTF. ،آﺧﺮون
ھﻢ :ﻣﺮﻛﺰ ﺑﺮﯾﻤﯿﻮم ﺗﺎﯾﻤﺰ ﻟﻠﺼﺤﺎﻓﺔ
اﻻﺳﺘﻘﺼﺎﺋﯿﺔ PTCIJ ، ،ﺷﺮﻛﺎء
اﻹﺻﻼح اﻻﻧﺘﺨﺎﺑﻲ PER ، ،ﻣﺮﻛﺰ
اﻟﺪﻓﺎع اﻟﺘﺸﺮﯾﻌﻲ ﻟﻠﻤﺠﺘﻤﻊ اﻟﻤﺪﻧﻲ ،
CISLAC ،ﻣﺮﻛﺰ أﺑﺤﺎث وﺗﻮﺛﯿﻖ
اﻟﻤﺪاﻓﻌﺎت ﻋﻦ اﻟﻨﺴﺎء WARDC ، ،
واﻟﺸﺒﻜﺔ اﻟﻨﯿﺠﯿﺮﯾﺔ ﻟﻠﻤﻨﻈﻤﺎت ﻏﯿﺮ

اﻟﺤﻜﻮﻣﯿﺔ NNNGO. ،ﻗﺎل أﺣﺪ
ﻣﻨﻈﻤﻲ اﻟﺘﺤﺎﻟﻒ  ،ﻻﻧﺮي
أروﻧﻐﻮﻧﺪادي  ،اﻟﻤﺪﯾﺮ اﻟﺘﻨﻔﯿﺬي
ﻟﻠﻤﺮﻛﺰ اﻟﺪوﻟﻲ ﻟﻠﺼﺤﺎﻓﺔ IPC ، ،إن
ﻣﻨﻈﻤﺎت اﻟﻤﺠﺘﻤﻊ اﻟﻤﺪﻧﻲ ﻋﻘﺪت ﻣﻨﺘﺪى
اﻟﻤﻮاطﻨﯿﻦ ﺣﻮل ﻗﺎﻧﻮن اﻻﻧﺘﺨﺎﺑﺎت ﯾﻮم
اﻷﺣﺪ .وﻗﺎﻟﺖ أروﻏﻮﻧﺪاد إن اﻟﮭﺪف
ﻣﻦ اﻟﻤﻨﺘﺪى ھﻮ ﺿﺮورة ﻗﯿﺎم اﻟﺠﻤﻌﯿﺔ
اﻟﻮطﻨﯿﺔ ﺑﺈﻋﻄﺎء اﻷوﻟﻮﯾﺔ ﻟﻤﺮاﺟﻌﺔ
ﻣﺸﺮوع اﻟﻘﺎﻧﻮن ﺑﺴﺮﻋﺔ.
ﯾﻮﻣﺎ ﻓﻘﻂ
"اﻟﯿﻮم  ،ﻣﻊ ﻣﺮور ً ٣٩٨
ﻋﻠﻰ اﻻﻧﺘﺨﺎﺑﺎت اﻟﻌﺎﻣﺔ ﻟﻌﺎم ، ٢٠٢٣
ﻣﻦ اﻷھﻤﯿﺔ ﺑﻤﻜﺎن أن ﺗﺨﺘﺘﻢ اﻟﺠﻤﻌﯿﺔ
اﻟﻮطﻨﯿﺔ واﻟﺮﺋﯿﺲ ﻋﻤﻠﯿﺔ اﻟﺘﻌﺪﯾﻞ
اﻻﻧﺘﺨﺎﺑﻲ ﺑﺤﻠﻮل  ٣١ﻛﺎﻧﻮن اﻟﺜﺎﻧﻲ
)ﯾﻨﺎﯾﺮ( .٢٠٢٢
ﯾﺠﺐ ﻋﻠﻰ اﻟﺠﻤﻌﯿﺔ اﻟﻮطﻨﯿﺔ إزاﻟﺔ
اﻟﺒﻨﺪ اﻟﺨﻼﻓﻲ اﻟﻤﺘﻌﻠﻖ ﺑﺎﻻﻧﺘﺨﺎﺑﺎت
اﻟﺘﻤﮭﯿﺪﯾﺔ اﻟﻤﺒﺎﺷﺮة  ،وﺣﻞ ﺟﻤﯿﻊ ﺗﺤﺪﯾﺪ
أﺧﻄﺎء اﻟﺼﯿﺎﻏﺔ وﺛﻐﺮات اﻹﺣﺎﻟﺔ
اﻟﻤﺮﺟﻌﯿﺔ وإﻋﺎدة إﺣﺎﻟﺔ ﻣﺸﺮوع
اﻟﻘﺎﻧﻮن إﻟﻰ اﻟﺮﺋﯿﺲ ﻟﻠﻤﻮاﻓﻘﺔ ﻋﻠﯿﮫ ﻓﻲ
ﻏﻀﻮن أﺳﺒﻮع ﻣﻦ اﻻﺳﺘﺌﻨﺎف.
ﺑﯿﻨﻤﺎ ﺗﻨﺘﻈﺮ اﻷﻣﺔ اﺳﺘﺌﻨﺎف اﻟﺠﻤﻌﯿﺔ
اﻟﻮطﻨﯿﺔ ﯾﻮم اﻟﺜﻼﺛﺎء  ١٨ﯾﻨﺎﯾﺮ ٢٠٢٢
 ،ﯾﺘﻮﻗﻊ اﻟﻨﯿﺠﯿﺮﯾﻮن أن ﯾﻜﻮن اﻟﻌﻤﻞ

ﻋﻠﻰ ﻣﺸﺮوع ﻗﺎﻧﻮن اﻟﺘﻌﺪﯾﻞ اﻻﻧﺘﺨﺎﺑﻲ
ھﻮ اﻟﻘﻀﯿﺔ ذات اﻷوﻟﻮﯾﺔ ﻓﻲ ورﻗﺔ
اﻟﻄﻠﺐ" .ﻟﺬﻟﻚ ﯾﻨﺒﻐﻲ ﻋﻠﻰ ﻗﯿﺎدة
اﻟﺠﻤﻌﯿﺔ اﻟﻮطﻨﯿﺔ إﻧﮭﺎء ھﺬه اﻟﻌﻤﻠﯿﺔ ﻷن
أي ﺗﺄﺧﯿﺮ إﺿﺎﻓﻲ ﺳﯿﻘﻮض ﺛﻘﺔ
اﻟﺠﻤﮭﻮر ﻓﻲ ﻋﻤﻠﯿﺔ اﻹﺻﻼح.
اﻹطﺎر اﻟﻘﺎﻧﻮﻧﻲ اﻻﻧﺘﺨﺎﺑﻲ .وﻗﺎل إن
اﻟﺘﺤﺎﻟﻒ ﯾﻌﺘﻘﺪ أن ھﺬا ﻣﻄﻠﻮب ﻟﺘﺴﮭﯿﻞ
اﻻﺳﺘﻌﺪادات اﻟﻤﺒﻜﺮة ﻟﻼﻧﺘﺨﺎﺑﺎت
اﻟﻌﺎﻣﺔ  ٢٠٢٣وﺗﺠﻨﺐ اﻟﺸﻜﻮك
اﻟﻘﺎﻧﻮﻧﯿﺔ اﻟﺘﻲ ﺗﺠﻌﻞ اﻟﻌﻤﻠﯿﺔ اﻻﻧﺘﺨﺎﺑﯿﺔ
ﻋﺮﺿﺔ ﻟﻠﺘﻼﻋﺐ.
وأﺿﺎف أن اﻟﻘﺮارات اﻟﺮﺋﯿﺴﯿﺔ
اﻟﺼﺎدرة ﻋﻦ اﺟﺘﻤﺎع ﻣﺠﻠﺲ اﻟﻤﺪﯾﻨﺔ
ﻛﺎﻧﺖ أن اﻹطﺎر اﻟﻘﺎﻧﻮﻧﻲ اﻟﺠﺪﯾﺪ ﻛﺎن
ﻣﺤﻮرﯾﺎ ﻟﻨﺰاھﺔ اﻻﻧﺘﺨﺎﺑﺎت اﻟﻌﺎﻣﺔ ﻟﻌﺎم
ً
 ٢٠٢٣وﻛﺬﻟﻚ اﻻﻧﺘﺨﺎﺑﺎت اﻟﻤﺴﺘﻘﺒﻠﯿﺔ
واﻟﻨﮭﻮض ﺑﺎﻟﺪﯾﻤﻘﺮاطﯿﺔ ﻓﻲ ﻧﯿﺠﯿﺮﯾﺎ.
“ﯾﺄﺗﻲ ھﺬا ﻋﻠﻰ ﺧﻠﻔﯿﺔ اﻟﺒﯿﺌﺔ اﻻﻧﺘﺨﺎﺑﯿﺔ
اﻟﻤﺘﻐﯿﺮة واﻻﺑﺘﻜﺎرات اﻟﺘﻲ ﻗﺪﻣﺘﮭﺎ
اﻟﻠﺠﻨﺔ اﻻﻧﺘﺨﺎﺑﯿﺔ اﻟﻤﺴﺘﻘﻠﺔ ))INEC
ﻟﺘﻌﺰﯾﺰ ﻧﺰاھﺔ اﻻﻧﺘﺨﺎﺑﺎت.
"ﻣﻦ ﻏﯿﺮ اﻟﻤﻌﻘﻮل إﺟﺮاء اﻻﻧﺘﺨﺎﺑﺎت
اﻟﻌﺎﻣﺔ ﻟﻌﺎم  ٢٠٢٣واﻻﻧﺘﺨﺎﺑﺎت
اﻟﻤﺴﺘﻘﺒﻠﯿﺔ ﺑﺎﻹطﺎر اﻟﻘﺎﻧﻮﻧﻲ اﻟﺤﺎﻟﻲ ،
ﻗﺎﻧﻮن اﻻﻧﺘﺨﺎﺑﺎت ﻟﻌﺎم  ٢٠١٠ﺑﺼﯿﻐﺘﮫ

اﻟﻤﻌﺪﻟﺔ .اﻹطﺎر اﻟﻘﺎﻧﻮﻧﻲ اﻟﺬي ﯾﺸﺠﻊ
ﻋﻠﻰ اﺳﺘﺨﺪام اﻟﺘﻜﻨﻮﻟﻮﺟﯿﺎ واﻻﺑﺘﻜﺎرات
اﻷﺧﺮى.
وﻗﺎل إن ذﻟﻚ ﺳﯿﻮﻗﻒ اﻟﺘﻼﻋﺐ
ﺑﺎﻻﻧﺘﺨﺎﺑﺎت  ،وﯾﻌﺰز اﻻﺳﺘﻘﻼل اﻟﻤﺎﻟﻲ
ﻟﻠﺠﻨﺔ اﻻﻧﺘﺨﺎﺑﯿﺔ اﻟﻤﺴﺘﻘﻠﺔ ّ ،
وﯾﻤﻜﻦ
اﻟﻤﻔﻮﺿﯿﺔ ﻣﻦ رﻓﺾ ﻧﺘﺎﺋﺞ اﻻﻧﺘﺨﺎﺑﺎت
اﻟﻤﺰورة.
وﻗﺎل ﻣﻨﻈﻢ اﻻﺟﺘﻤﺎع إن اﻟﺘﺤﺎﻟﻒ ﯾﻌﺘﻘﺪ
أن اﻟﻤﺰﯾﺪ ﻣﻦ اﻟﺘﺄﺧﯿﺮ ﻓﻲ إﻧﮭﺎء ﻋﻤﻠﯿﺔ
ﺗﻌﺪﯾﻞ ﻗﺎﻧﻮن اﻻﻧﺘﺨﺎﺑﺎت ﯾﻀﺮ
ﺑﺎﻟﺘﺤﻀﯿﺮات ﻻﻧﺘﺨﺎﺑﺎت اﻟﻤﺤﺎﻓﻈﯿﻦ
ﺧﺎرج اﻟﺪورة وإﯾﻜﯿﺘﻲ وأوﺳﻮن ،
واﻻﻧﺘﺨﺎﺑﺎت اﻟﻌﺎﻣﺔ ﻟﻌﺎم ، ٢٠٢٣
وﻛﺬﻟﻚ اﻻﻧﺘﺨﺎﺑﺎت اﻟﻤﺴﺘﻘﺒﻠﯿﺔ .وأﺿﺎف
أن ﻓﺮﺻﺔ اﺧﺘﺒﺎر ﻗﺎﺑﻠﯿﺔ ﺗﺸﻐﯿﻞ
اﻟﺘﺸﺮﯾﻌﺎت اﻟﺠﺪﯾﺪة ووظﺎﺋﻒ
اﻻﺑﺘﻜﺎرات اﻟﺠﺪﯾﺪة ﺳﺘﻀﯿﻊ إذا ﻟﻢ ﯾﺘﻢ
اﻻﻧﺘﮭﺎء ﻣﻦ ﻋﻤﻠﯿﺔ اﻟﺘﻌﺪﯾﻞ ﻋﻠﻰ وﺟﮫ
اﻟﺴﺮﻋﺔ.
وﻗﺎل ﻧﻮاﺟﻮ إن ﯾﺎﻏﺎ إﻓﺮﯾﻘﯿﺎ ﺣﺜﺖ
اﻟﺠﻤﻌﯿﺔ اﻟﻮطﻨﯿﺔ ﻋﻠﻰ ﺿﻤﺎن اﻟﺘﺪﻗﯿﻖ
اﻟﻤﻨﺎﺳﺐ ﻓﻲ ﻣﺸﺮوع اﻟﻘﺎﻧﻮن ﻟﺤﻞ
ﺟﻤﯿﻊ أﺧﻄﺎء اﻟﺼﯿﺎﻏﺔ وﺛﻐﺮات
اﻹﺣﺎﻟﺔ اﻟﻤﺮﺟﻌﯿﺔ ﻗﺒﻞ إﻋﺎدة إﺣﺎﻟﺔ
ﻣﺸﺮوع اﻟﻘﺎﻧﻮن ﻟﻠﻤﻮاﻓﻘﺔ اﻟﺮﺋﺎﺳﯿﺔ.
ﻛﻤﺎ ﺣﺜﺖ اﻟﺮﺋﯿﺲ ﻋﻨﺪ اﺳﺘﻼم ﻣﺸﺮوع

اﻟﻘﺎﻧﻮن اﻟﻤﻌﺎد إﺣﺎﻟﺘﮫ ﺑﺎﻟﻤﻮاﻓﻘﺔ ﻋﻠﯿﮫ
ﺧﻼل أﺳﺒﻮع .ودﻋﺖ ﻣﺠﻤﻮﻋﺎت
اﻟﻤﺠﺘﻤﻊ اﻟﻤﺪﻧﻲ ووﺳﺎﺋﻞ اﻹﻋﻼم
وﺷﺮﻛﺎء اﻟﺘﻨﻤﯿﺔ إﻟﻰ ﻣﻮاﺻﻠﺔ اﻟﺠﮭﻮد
ﻟﺤﻤﺎﯾﺔ ﻣﺸﺮوع اﻟﻘﺎﻧﻮن اﻻﻧﺘﺨﺎﺑﻲ ﻣﻦ
اﻟﺴﯿﻄﺮة ﻋﻠﻰ اﻟﺴﯿﺎﺳﺎت واﻟﺘﻼﻋﺐ ﺑﮭﺎ
وﺗﻘﻮﯾﺾ إرادة اﻟﺸﻌﺐ.
أﯾﻀﺎ  ،ﻧﺎﺷﺪ ﻣﻮﻓﺎﻟﯿﺎت
وﻓﻲ ﺣﺪﯾﺜﮫ ً
ﻓﯿﺠﺎﺑﻲ  ،اﻟﺮﺋﯿﺲ اﻟﺘﻨﻔﯿﺬي ﻟﻠﺼﻨﺪوق
اﻻﺳﺘﺌﻤﺎﻧﻲ ﻟﻠﻤﺮأة اﻟﻨﯿﺠﯿﺮﯾﺔ
) ، )NWTFاﻟﺮﺋﯿﺲ واﻟﺠﻤﻌﯿﺔ
اﻟﻮطﻨﯿﺔ ﻹﻧﮭﺎء اﻟﻘﻀﺎﯾﺎ اﻟﻤﺘﻌﻠﻘﺔ
ﺑﻤﺸﺮوع اﻟﻘﺎﻧﻮن وإزاﻟﺔ أوﺟﮫ ﻋﺪم
اﻟﯿﻘﯿﻦ ﻗﺒﻞ اﻧﺘﺨﺎﺑﺎت .٢٠٢٣
أﻧﺎﺷﺪ ﺑﺬل ﻛﻞ اﻟﺠﮭﻮد ﻹزاﻟﺔ اﻟﺸﻜﻮك
ﺣﻮل ﻣﺸﺮوع اﻟﻘﺎﻧﻮن ﺣﺘﻰ ﯾﺜﻖ
اﻟﻨﯿﺠﯿﺮﯾﻮن ﻓﻲ اﻧﺘﺨﺎﺑﺎت ﻋﺎم ٢٠٢٣
وﻟﻜﻲ ُﺗﺒﻨﻰ دﯾﻤﻘﺮاطﯿﺘﻨﺎ ﻋﻠﻰ ﻗﺎﻧﻮن
اﻧﺘﺨﺎﺑﻲ واﺿﺢ' .
اﻟﻤﺪﯾﺮ اﻟﺘﻨﻔﯿﺬي  ،ﻣﺆﺳﺴﺔ أﻟﺒﯿﻨﻮ  ،ﺟﯿﻚ
وﻗﺎل إﯾﻜﺒﯿﻞ إن ﻣﺸﺮوع اﻟﻘﺎﻧﻮن
ﺳﯿﻜﻮن اﻟﻘﺎﻧﻮن اﻻﻧﺘﺨﺎﺑﻲ اﻷﻛﺜﺮ
ﺷﻤﻮﻻً ﻋﻨﺪ ﺗﻮﻗﯿﻌﮫ .ﻧﺎﺷﺪ إﯾﻜﺒﯿﻞ
اﻟﺮﺋﯿﺲ اﻟﻤﻮاﻓﻘﺔ ﻋﻠﻰ ﻣﺸﺮوع اﻟﻘﺎﻧﻮن
أﯾﻀﺎ اﻷﺷﺨﺎص ذوي
ﻷﻧﮫ ﺳﯿﻤﻜﻦ ً
اﻹﻋﺎﻗﺔ  ،اﻷﺷﺨﺎص ذوي اﻹﻋﺎﻗﺔ ،
ﻣﻦ ﻣﻤﺎرﺳﺔ اﻣﺘﯿﺎزھﻢ ﺣﯿﺚ ﺗﻢ ﺗﻮﻓﯿﺮ
ﻣﺨﺼﺺ ﻟﮭﻢ ﻓﻲ ﻣﺸﺮوع اﻟﻘﺎﻧﻮن
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اﻧﻌدام اﻷﻣن :ﻣﻧظﻣﺔ ﻏﯾر
ﺣﻛوﻣﯾﺔ ﺗدرب ٣٠٠
ﺧدﻣﺎت ﺣراﺳﺔ ﻓﻲ
إﯾدو اﻟﺷﻣﺎﻟﯾﺔ

ﺳﺟل زاﻣﻔﺎرا اﻧﺧﻔﺎ
ً
ﺿﺎ ﻓﻲ ﺣوادث اﻟﺣر
زاﻣﻔﺎرا ﯾﻮم٢٠٢١
ﻣﻄﺎﻓﺊﻋﺎم
ﻗﺎﻟﺖاﺋﻖداﺋﺮةﻓﻲ

اﻧﺨﻔﺎﺿﺎ
اﻹﺛﻨﯿﻦ إن اﻟﻮﻻﯾﺔ ﺳﺠﻠﺖ
ً
ﺑﻨﺴﺒﺔ  ٣٥ﻓﻲ اﻟﻤﺎﺋﺔ ﻓﻲ ﺣﺎﻻت
ﻗﺎل ﻣﻨﺘﺪى أﻓﯿﻤﻲ ﻣﻨﺪﻣﺞ  ،وھﻮ
ﺣﻮادث اﻟﺤﺮﯾﻖ ﻓﻲ ﺟﻤﯿﻊ أﻧﺤﺎء
ﻣﻨﻈﻤﺔ ﻏﯿﺮ ﺣﻜﻮﻣﯿﺔ  ،ﯾﻮم اﻹﺛﻨﯿﻦ ،
اﻟﻮﻻﯾﺔ ﻓﻲ ﻋﺎم  .٢٠٢١ﺟﻮﺳﺎو  ،ﻗﺎل
إﻧﮫ ﺗﻢ ﺗﺪرﯾﺐ ﻣﺎ ﻻ ﯾﻘﻞ ﻋﻦ ٣٠٠
إﻧﮫ ﺗﻢ ﺗﺴﺠﯿﻞ  ٤٥٠ﺣﺎﻟﺔ ﻣﻘﺎﺑﻞ ٧٠٠
رﺟﻞ واﻣﺮأة ﻟﻠﻌﻤﻞ ﻛﺄﻋﻀﺎء ﻓﻲ
ﺣﺎدث ﻓﻲ ﻋﺎم .٢٠٢٠
وﻛﺸﻒ ﺟﯿﺒﻮ أن ﺳﺒﻌﺔ أﺷﺨﺎص
ﺣﺮاﺳﺔ أﻣﻨﯿﺔ ﻓﻲ ﺣﻲ ﻣﻨﻄﻘﺔ إﯾﺪو
ﺳﻘﻄﻮا ﻓﻲ آﺑﺎر ﻓﻲ ﻣﻨﺎطﻖ اﻟﺤﻜﻮﻣﺔ
اﻟﺸﻤﺎﻟﯿﺔ اﻟﺴﻨﺎﺗﻮرﯾﺔ ﻓﻲ إﯾﺪو.
اﻟﻤﺤﻠﯿﺔ ﻛﺎورا ﻧﺎﻣﻮدا وأﻧﻜﺎ وﻣﺎرو
ﺗﻢ ﺗﻨﻈﯿﻢ اﻟﺘﺪرﯾﺐ ﻣﻦ ﻗﺒﻞ AAF ،
وﻏﻮﺳﺎو  ،ﺗﻢ إﻧﻘﺎذھﻢ ﺧﻼل اﻟﻔﺘﺮة ﻗﯿﺪ
ﺑﺎﻟﺘﻌﺎون ﻣﻊ ﻟﺠﻨﺔ اﻟﻌﺪاﻟﺔ واﻟﺘﻨﻤﯿﺔ
اﻻﺳﺘﻌﺮاض .وﻗﺎل اﻟﻤﺪﯾﺮ إن رﺟﺎل
واﻟﺴﻼم JDPC.
اﻹطﻔﺎء أﻧﻘﺬوا اﻟﻤﻼﯾﯿﻦ ﻣﻦ ﻣﻤﺘﻠﻜﺎت
وﻓﻲ ﺣﺪﯾﺜﮫ ﻓﻲ اﻟﺤﻔﻞ اﻟﺨﺘﺎﻣﻲ
اﻟﺮﺋﯿﺲ Gov Bello Matewalleو  Buhammadu Buhariﻣن زاﻣﻔﺎرا ﺧﻼل ﻟﻘﺎﺋﮭﻣﺎ ﻓﻲ اﻟﻔﯾﻼ اﻟرﺋﺎﺳﯾﺔ ﻓﻲ أﺑوﺟﺎ  ،أﻣس .ﻧﺎﯾﺮا ﺧﻼل اﻟﻔﺘﺮة ﻗﯿﺪ اﻟﻤﺮاﺟﻌﺔ.
ﻟﻠﺘﺪرﯾﺐ ﻓﻲ أوﺷﻲ  ،ﻗﺎل إﯾﺪو  ،رﺋﯿﺲ
وﻗﺎل إن ﻣﻌﻈﻢ ﺣﻮادث اﻟﺤﺮﯾﻖ اﻟﺘﻲ
ﺗﻢ ﺗﺴﺠﯿﻠﮭﺎ ﻓﻲ ﻋﺎم  ٢٠٢١ﻛﺎﻧﺖ
AAF ،اﻟﺪﻛﺘﻮر ﺑﺮاﯾﺖ أرﯾﺠﺲ  ،إن
ﻧﺎﺟﻤﺔ ﻋﻦ أﻋﻄﺎل ﻛﮭﺮﺑﺎﺋﯿﺔ  ،وﺑﺎﻟﺘﺎﻟﻲ
ﺗﺪرﯾﺒﺎ ﻋﻠﻰ أﺳﺎﻟﯿﺐ
اﻟﻤﺸﺎرﻛﯿﻦ ﺗﻠﻘﻮا
ً
ﻧﺼﺢ اﻟﺴﻜﺎن ﺑﺈﻏﻼق أﺟﮭﺰﺗﮭﻢ
ﻣﻜﺎﻓﺤﺔ اﻟﺠﺮﯾﻤﺔ داﺧﻞ ﻣﻨﻄﻘﺘﮭﻢ
داﺋﻤﺎ ﺑﻌﺪ اﺳﺘﺨﺪاﻣﮭﺎ.
اﻟﻜﮭﺮﺑﺎﺋﯿﺔ ً
وﻣﻨﻄﻘﺔ ﻣﺠﻠﺲ اﻟﺸﯿﻮخ ﺑﺄﻛﻤﻠﮭﺎ.
واﻟﺨﺪﻣﺔ اﻟﺬﯾﻦ ﯾﺆدون واﺟﺒﮭﻢ ﺗﺠﺎه
ﺗﺒﺮﻋﺖ ﻧﻮادي اﻟﺮوﺗﺎري ﻓﻲ ﺟﻮدو
ﻣﻦ ﺣﻤﻠﺔ ﺗﺨﻔﯿﻒ اﻻزدﺣﺎم ﻓﻲ اﻟﺴﺠﻦ .وﻋﺰا اﻟﻤﺪﯾﺮ اﻧﺨﻔﺎض ﺣﻮادث
اﻟﺤﺮﯾﻖ إﻟﻰ اﻟﻌﻤﻞ اﻟﺠﺎد ﻟﻸﻓﺮاد
ﻗﺎم ﻣﻨﺘﺪى أﻓﯿﻤﻲ ﺑﺘﺪرﯾﺐ ﺣﻮاﻟﻲ  ٣٠٠وﺟﺎﺑﻲ ﻟﯿﻜﺴﺎﯾﺪ وﺑﻮاري وأﺑﻮﺟﺎ
اﻷﻣﺔ" .وﻗﺎﻟﺖ إن ﻧﻮادي اﻟﺮوﺗﺎري
ﻗﺎل ﻣﻮﻧﺪوﻧﻎ داﺗﺸﻲ  ،ﻣﻦ ﻧﺎدي
رﺟﻞ واﻣﺮأة ﻋﺒﺮ ﻣﻨﺎطﻖ اﻟﺤﻜﻢ
وﺗﻮﻋﯿﺔ اﻟﺠﻤﮭﻮر ﻋﻠﻰ ﻧﺤﻮ ﺳﻠﯿﻢ
وﻛﯿﻔﻲ ﺑﻤﻮاد ﻟﻠﻤﺴﺆوﻟﯿﻦ وﻧﺰﻻء
اﺧﺘﺎرت ﻛﻔﻲ ﻷن اﻟﻌﺪﯾﺪ ﻣﻦ
روﺗﺎري ﺟﻮدو ورﺋﯿﺲ اﻟﻤﺸﺮوع ،
اﻟﻤﺤﻠﻲ اﻟﺴﺖ  ،ﻣﻨﻄﻘﺔ اﻟﺤﻜﻮﻣﺔ
ﻧﺎدي روﺗﺎري ﺟﻮدو  ،إﻧﮭﻤﺎ اﺳﺘﻔﺴﺮا ﺑﺎﻟﺘﻌﺎﻣﻞ اﻟﺼﺤﯿﺢ ﻣﻊ ﻣﻮاد اﻟﺤﺮﯾﻖ.
ﻣﺮﻛﺰ ﻛﻔﻲ ﻟﻸﻣﻦ اﻟﻤﺘﻮﺳﻂ
اﻟﺠﻤﺎﻋﺎت واﻟﻤﻨﻈﻤﺎت اﻟﻤﺎﻧﺤﺔ ﺑﺎﻟﻜﺎد
وﻛﺸﻒ ﻋﻦ أن اﻹدارة اﺳﺘﻠﻤﺖ أﻛﺜﺮ
ﺑﮭﺪف
اﻟﻤﺤﻠﯿﺔ  ،ﻓﻲ اﯾﺪو اﻟﺸﻤﺎﻟﯿﺔ ،
اﻹﺻﻼﺣﻲ MSCC ، ،ﻓﻲ
ﺗﺬﻛﺮ ﻣﻨﺸﺂت ﺧﺎرج ﻋﻮاﺻﻢ اﻟﻮﻻﯾﺎت وﻗﺮروا دﻓﻊ ﻏﺮاﻣﺎت ﺧﻤﺴﺔ ﻣﻦ
ﻣﻦ  ٤٢ﺳﯿﺎرة إطﻔﺎء ﻣﻦ ﺣﻜﻮﻣﺔ
اﻟﺤﺪ ﻣﻦ اﻟﺠﺮﯾﻤﺔ واﻹﺟﺮام ﻓﻲ
ﻧﺼﺎراوا.
ﻓﻲ ﺧﻄﻄﮭﻢ.
اﻟﺴﺠﻨﺎء ﻟﻀﻤﺎن إطﻼق ﺳﺮاﺣﮭﻢ.
اﻟﻮﻻﯾﺔ  ،ﺗﻢ ﻧﺸﺮھﺎ ﻓﻲ  ١٤ﻣﻨﻄﻘﺔ
أراﺿﻲ أﻓﯿﻤﻲ .ﻗﺎل أرﯾﺠﺲُ :
اﻟﻌﻨﺎﺻﺮ اﻟﻤﺪرﺟﺔ واﻟﻤﻼﺑﺲ واﻟﻤﻮاد
"ﺗﻌﺮف
ﻓﻲ ﻣﻨﻈﻤﺔ اﻟﺮوﺗﺎري اﻟﺪوﻟﯿﺔ  ،ﻟﻜﻞ
وﻗﺎل إن اﻟﻤﻘﺎطﻌﺔ ﺳﺘﺪرس ﺧﻄﺔ دﻓﻊ ﺣﻜﻮﻣﯿﺔ ﻣﺤﻠﯿﺔ ﺑﺎﻟﻮﻻﯾﺔ.
اﻟﻐﺬاﺋﯿﺔ
واﻟﻤﻮاد
اﻻﺳﺘﮭﻼﻛﯿﺔ
ھﺬه اﻟﻤﺠﻤﻮﻋﺔ اﻵن ﺑﺎﺳﻢ" ﻓﺮﻗﺔ
ﺷﮭﺮ ﻣﻮﺿﻮﻋﮫ اﻟﺨﺎص  ،ﻛﻤﺎ ھﻮ
اﻟﻤﺰﯾﺪ ﻣﻦ اﻟﺴﺠﻨﺎء ﻟﺘﺄﻣﯿﻦ إطﻼق
ودﻋﺎ أﻓﺮاد اﻟﺠﻤﮭﻮر ﻟﻺﺑﻼغ اﻟﻔﻮري
ﻓﻲ
اﻟﺰﯾﺎرة
ﺗﺘﻢ
اﻟﻨﻈﺎﻓﺔ.
وﻣﺴﺘﻠﺰﻣﺎت
ﺣﻤﺎﯾﺔ أودوﻣﺎ ".
اﻟﺤﺎل ﻓﻲ ﻣﺠﺎﻻت اﻟﺴﻼم وﺣﻞ
ﻣﺸﺮوﻋﺎ ﻋﻦ أي اﻧﺪﻻع ﺣﺮﯾﻖ إﻟﻰ أي ﻣﻦ
ﺳﺮاﺣﮭﻢ وأن اﻟﺰﯾﺎرة ﺳﺘﻜﻮن
ً
ﻣﻨﻄﻘﺔ
،
اﻟﺪوﻟﻲ
اﻟﺮوﺗﺎري
إطﺎر
ﻓﻲ
اﻷﻣﻨﯿﺔ
اﻟﺤﺮاﺳﺔ
وﺑﺤﺴﺒﮫ  ،ﻓﺈن
ﻣﻜﺎﺗﺒﮭﻢ ﻻﺗﺨﺎذ اﻹﺟﺮاءات اﻟﻼزﻣﺔ.
اﻟﻨﺰاﻋﺎت  ،ﻣﻦ ﺑﯿﻦ ﻣﺠﺎﻻت ﺗﺮﻛﯿﺰ
ﻣﺴﺘﻤﺮا ﺣﺘﻰ ﺗﺘﻤﻜﻦ اﻟﻤﻨﻄﻘﺔ ﻣﻦ
ً
اﻷﻧﺪﯾﺔ
ﻗﺪﻣﺖ
ﻛﻤﺎ
ﻧﯿﺠﯿﺮﯾﺎ.
،
٩١٢٥
أﯾﻀﺎ إﻟﻰ ﺗﻜﻤﻠﺔ ﺟﮭﻮد
وﺣﺬر ﺟﯿﺒﻮ اﻟﺴﻜﺎن ﻣﻦ ﻋﺪم اﻻﺣﺘﻔﺎظ
اﻷﺣﯿﺎء ﺗﮭﺪف ً
ﻣﺨﺘﻠﻔﺔ أﺧﺮى" .ﺑﺎﻟﻨﺴﺒﺔ ﻟﮭﺬا اﻟﺸﮭﺮ  ،إﺣﺪاث ﺗﺄﺛﯿﺮ.
ﻣﻦ
ﺧﻤﺴﺔ
ﻟﺪﻓﻊ
ﻟﻠﻤﺮﻛﺰ
رواﺗﺐ
ﺑﺎﻟﻤﺸﺘﻘﺎت اﻟﺒﺘﺮوﻟﯿﺔ داﺧﻞ ﻣﻨﺎزﻟﮭﻢ أو
ﺣﻜﻮﻣﺔ اﻟﻮﻻﯾﺔ  ،اﻟﺘﻲ ﺟﻌﻠﺖ اﻷﻣﻦ
ﻗﺮرﻧﺎ أﻧﮫ ﺑﺪﻻً ﻣﻦ اﻟﺬھﺎب إﻟﻰ
ﻗﺎل داﺗﺸﻲ إن اﻟﺨﻄﻮة ﻟﻺﻓﺮاج ﻛﺎﻧﺖ
اﻟﺴﺠﻨﺎء اﻟﻤﻔﺮج ﻋﻨﮭﻢ  ،اﻟﺬﯾﻦ ﻟﻢ
ﻓﻲ ﻣﺘﻨﺎول اﻷطﻔﺎل.
ﻋﻠﻰ رأس أوﻟﻮﯾﺎﺗﮭﺎ .وأوﺿﺢ أن
اﻟﻤﺠﺘﻤﻊ ﻟﻠﺘﺤﺪث ﻋﻦ اﻟﺴﻼم وﺣﻞ

ﻧﻮادي اﻟﺮوﺗﺎري ﺗﺘﺒﺮع ﺑﻤﻮاد إﻟﻰ اﻹﺻﻼﺣﯿﺔ ﻓﻲ ﻛﻔﻲ

ﯾﺘﻤﻜﻨﻮا ﻣﻦ دﻓﻊ اﻟﻐﺮاﻣﺎت ﻻﺳﺘﻌﺎدة
ﺣﺮﯾﺘﮭﻢ.
أﯾﻀﺎ إن اﻟﺘﺒﺮع ﺑﻤﻮاد اﻹﻏﺎﺛﺔ ﻟـ
ﻗﺎﻟﻮا ً
ً ٧٣٠
ﻧﺰﯾﻼ ﻓﻲ اﻹﺻﻼﺣﯿﺔ  ،ﻛﺎن
ﺟﺰءا ﻣﻦ ﻣﺴﺆوﻟﯿﺔ ﺧﺪﻣﺔ اﻟﻤﺠﺘﻤﻊ
ً
ﻹظﮭﺎر اﻟﺤﺐ ﻟﻠﻤﺴﺆوﻟﯿﻦ واﻟﺴﺠﻨﺎء.
وﻓﻲ ﺣﺪﯾﺜﮫ ﺧﻼل اﻟﺰﯾﺎرة  ،ﻗﺎل
روﺗﺎرﯾﺎن ﺗﺸﯿﻨﯿﻠﻮ أودري أوﻓﻮﯾﻐﺒﻮﻧﺎم
 ،رﺋﯿﺲ ﻧﺎدي روﺗﺎري ﺟﻮدو  ،أﺑﻮﺟﺎ:
"ﻟﻘﺪ ﺟﻠﺒﻨﺎ ھﺬه اﻟﻌﻨﺎﺻﺮ ﻹظﮭﺎر اﻟﺤﺐ
واﻟﺘﺄﺛﯿﺮ ﻓﻲ ﺣﯿﺎﺗﮭﻢ.
ﻣﻦ ﺧﻼل اﻟﻘﯿﺎم ﺑﺬﻟﻚ ﻟﻤﺲ ﺣﯿﺎة
إﺧﻮاﻧﻨﺎ وأﺧﻮاﺗﻨﺎ اﻟﻤﻮﺟﻮدﯾﻦ ھﻨﺎ

"اﻟﺠﮭﺎز اﻷﻣﻨﻲ ﺳﯿﻌﻤﻞ ﺑﻔﺎﻋﻠﯿﺔ
وﺑﺎﻟﺘﻌﺎون ﻣﻊ اﻷﺟﮭﺰة اﻷﻣﻨﯿﺔ
اﻟﺤﻜﻮﻣﯿﺔ ﻟﻤﻮاﺟﮭﺔ اﻟﺘﺤﺪﯾﺎت اﻷﻣﻨﯿﺔ
اﻟﻤﻠﺤﺔ اﻟﺘﻲ ﺗﻮاﺟﮫ ﻣﺠﻠﺲ اﻟﺸﯿﻮخ".
ﻗﺎل رﺋﯿﺲ أﺑﺮﺷﯿﺔ أوﺷﻲ  ،اﻟﻘﺲ
ﻛﻠﯿﻤﺎن أﻧﺎردﯾﻔﺎ  ،رﺋﯿﺲ JDPC ،إن
اﻟﺮﺟﺎل واﻟﻨﺴﺎء اﻟﻤﺪرﺑﯿﻦ ﺳﯿﺨﻠﻘﻮن
ﺷﺒﻜﺔ أﻣﻨﯿﺔ ﻧﺸﻄﺔ ﻓﻲ ﻣﺨﺘﻠﻒ
ﻣﺠﺘﻤﻌﺎت إﯾﺪو اﻟﺸﻤﺎﻟﯿﺔ .وﻗﺎﻟﺖ
أﯾﻀﺎ إﻟﻰ ﺗﻮﻓﯿﺮ
أﻧﺎردﯾﻔﺎه "إﻧﮭﺎ ﺗﮭﺪف ً
ﻓﺮص ﻋﻤﻞ ﻟﻠﺸﺒﺎب".
ﻟﻜﻦ اﻟﻜﺎھﻦ ﺣﺬر اﻟﻤﺸﺎرﻛﯿﻦ ﻣﻦ
ﺣﺴﻦ اﻟﺴﯿﺮة واﻟﺴﻠﻮك واﻋﺘﺒﺎر ﻋﻤﻠﮭﻢ
ﻣﺴﺎھﻤﺔ ﻓﻲ ﺗﻨﻤﯿﺔ أرض أﻓﯿﻤﻲ .ﻗﺎل:
ﻣﺪرﺑﺎ ﻋﻠﻰ أن ﺗﺼﺒﺢ
"أﻧﺖ ﻟﺴﺖ
ً
ً
رﻋﺒﺎ ﻓﻲ اﻟﻤﺠﺘﻤﻊ  ،وﻟﻜﻦ ﻟﻜﻲ ﺗﺤﺮس اﺣﺘﺠﺰ ﻣﻜﺘﺐ ﻓﺤﺺ اﻟﻤﺮﻛﺒﺎت ﻓﻲ
وﺗﺤﻤﻲ اﻷرواح واﻟﻤﻤﺘﻠﻜﺎت ﻓﻲ
أداﻣﺎوا ﻣﺎ ﻻ ﯾﻘﻞ ﻋﻦ  ٦٨٥٠ﻣﺮﻛﺒﺔ ،
ﻣﻨﻄﻘﺘﻚ.
ﺑﻤﺎ ﻓﻲ ذﻟﻚ اﻟﺪراﺟﺎت ﺛﻼﺛﯿﺔ اﻟﻌﺠﻼت
وﻗﺎل ﻗﺎﺋﺪ اﻟﻔﺮﻗﺔ  ،ﻣﺎرﺗﯿﻨﺰ ﺳﺎدو  ،إن ﺑﯿﻦ ﯾﻨﺎﯾﺮ ودﯾﺴﻤﺒﺮ .٢٠٢١
ً
أﻋﻀﺎء اﻟﻤﺠﻤﻮﻋﺔ اﻟﻤﺪرﺑﯿﻦ ﺣﺪﯾﺜﺎ ﻗﺎل اﻟﺴﯿﺪ ﻋﺒﺪ ﷲ ﻣﺎﻧﺪي  ،رﺋﯿﺲ
ﻋﻘﻠﯿﺎ وﺑﺪﻧﯿﺎ
ﻛﺎﻧﻮا
ﺟﻤﯿﻌﺎ ﻣﺴﺘﻌﺪﯾﻦ ً
ً
ً ﻓﺤﺺ اﻟﻤﺮﻛﺒﺎت  ،ﯾﻮم اﻻﺛﻨﯿﻦ ﻓﻲ
ﻟﻤﻜﺎﻓﺤﺔ اﻟﺠﺮﯾﻤﺔ ﻓﻲ اﻟﻤﻨﻄﻘﺔ .ﺗﻮاﺟﮫ
ﯾﻮﻻ  ،أﻧﮫ ﺧﻼل اﻟﻔﺘﺮة ﻗﯿﺪ اﻟﻤﺮاﺟﻌﺔ ،
ﻧﯿﺠﯿﺮﯾﺎ ﺗﺤﺪﯾﺎت أﻣﻨﯿﺔ ﻣﺨﺘﻠﻔﺔ دﻓﻌﺖ
ﺑﻌﺾ اﻟﺪول واﻟﻤﺠﺘﻤﻌﺎت إﻟﻰ اﺑﺘﻜﺎر اﺧﺘﺒﺮت اﻟﻮﻛﺎﻟﺔ وأﺟﺎزت ﻣﺎ ﻻ ﯾﻘﻞ
ﻋﻦ ً ١٥٠
ﺳﺎﺋﻘﺎ ﺗﻘﺪﻣﻮا ﺑﻄﻠﺐ
وﺳﺎﺋﻞ ﺑﺎرﻋﺔ ﻟﺘﺄﻣﯿﻦ اﻷرواح

اﻟﻨﺰاﻋﺎت  ،ﻗﺮرﻧﺎ اﻟﻤﺠﻲء إﻟﻰ ھﻨﺎ ،
ھﺆﻻء اﻟﺴﺠﻨﺎء ﺑﺤﺎﺟﺔ إﻟﯿﻨﺎ أﻛﺜﺮ.
أﯾﻀﺎ إﻟﻰ طﻤﺄﻧﺔ
وﺗﮭﺪف ھﺬه اﻟﺰﯾﺎرة ً
اﻟﻨﺰﻻء أﻧﮫ ﻋﻠﻰ اﻟﺮﻏﻢ ﻣﻦ ارﺗﻜﺎﺑﮭﻢ
ﺟﺮاﺋﻢ  ،إﻻ أن ھﺬه ﻟﯿﺴﺖ ﻧﮭﺎﯾﺔ
ﺣﯿﺎﺗﮭﻢ  ،وﻧﻌﺘﻘﺪ أن ﻣﺠﯿﺌﻨﺎ إﻟﻰ ھﻨﺎ
ﺳﯿﺠﻤﻊ ﺑﯿﻦ اﻟﻮﺣﺪة واﻟﻮﺣﺪة واﻟﺤﺐ
واﻟﺴﻼم .ﻗﺎل أوﻓﻮﯾﻐﺒﻮﻧﺎم" :ﻣﺠﯿﺌﻨﺎ
أﯾﻀﺎ ﻟﻤﺴﺎﻋﺪة ﺑﻌﺾ
إﻟﻰ ھﻨﺎ ھﻮ ً
اﻟﺴﺠﻨﺎء اﻟﺬﯾﻦ اﺳﺘﻌﺎدوا ﺣﺮﯾﺘﮭﻢ  ،ﻟﻜﻦ
ﻻ ﯾﻤﻜﻨﮭﻢ ﺗﺤﻤﻞ اﻟﻐﺮاﻣﺎت ﻟﺪﻓﻊ ﺛﻤﻨﮭﺎ
أﺣﺮارا  ،وﻧﺮى ھﺬا ﻛﺠﺰء
ﻟﯿﻜﻮﻧﻮا
ً

إﻋﺎدة دﻣﺞ اﻟﻨﺎس ﻓﻲ اﻟﻤﺠﺘﻤﻊ ﻟﺒﺪء
ﺣﯿﺎة ﺟﺪﯾﺪة ﺧﺎﻟﯿﺔ ﻣﻦ اﻟﺠﺮﯾﻤﺔ .ووﻋﺪ
روﺗﺎرﯾﺎن ﺗﺸﯿﻨﻮي ﻣﺎدوﺑﻮﯾﻜﻲ ،
رﺋﯿﺲ ﻧﺎدي روﺗﺎري أﺑﻮﺟﺎ  ،ﻋﻠﻰ
ﺿﻔﺎف ﺑﺤﯿﺮة ﺟﺎﺑﻲ  ،ﺑﻤﺘﺎﺑﻌﺔ
زﯾﺎرﺗﮭﻢ وﺿﻤﺎن ﺗﻤﻜﯿﻦ اﻟﻤﺰﯾﺪ ﻣﻦ
اﻟﻨﺰﻻء.
اﻟﺴﺒﺐ ﻓﻲ أﻧﻨﺎ ﻧﺴﺄﻟﮭﻢ ﻋﻦ اﻟﻌﻤﻞ اﻟﺬي
ﯾﻘﻮﻣﻮن ﺑﮫ ﻗﺒﻞ اﻋﺘﻘﺎﻟﮭﻢ ھﻮ ﻣﺘﺎﺑﻌﺘﮭﻢ
وﻣﺴﺎﻋﺪﺗﮭﻢ ﺑﺄي ﺷﻜﻞ ﻧﺴﺘﻄﯿﻌﮫ.
وﺷﺪدت ﻋﻠﻰ "إﻧﻨﺎ ﻧﺤﺼﻞ ﻋﻠﻰ
ﺗﻔﺎﺻﯿﻠﮭﻢ وﺳﻨﻘﻮم ﺑﺎﻟﻤﺘﺎﺑﻌﺔ وﺳﻨﻌﻤﻞ
ﻋﻠﻰ ﺗﻤﻜﯿﻦ ﻣﻌﻈﻤﮭﻢ".

ﻗﺎﻣت وﻛﺎﻟﺔ ﺗطوﯾر اﻟرﻋﺎﯾﺔ اﻟﺻﺣﯾﺔ
اﻷوﻟﯾﺔ ﻓﻲ وﻻﯾﺔ ﻛﺎدوﻧﺎ ﺑﺗﺣﺻﯾن
 ٢٫٦ﻣﻠﯾون طﻔل ﻓﻲ اﻟوﻻﯾﺔ ﻓﻲ
ﺗﻣرﯾن اﻟﺗﺣﺻﯾن اﻟروﺗﯾﻧﻲ ﺿد ﺷﻠل
اﻷطﻔﺎل اﻟذي اﻧﺗﮭﻰ ﻟﺗوه.
ﺻرح ﻣدﯾر اﻟﺳﯾطرة ﻋﻠﻰ اﻷﻣراض
ﻓﻲ اﻟوﻛﺎﻟﺔ  ،اﻟﺳﯾد ﺣﻣزة إﺑراھﯾم
إﯾﻛﺎرا  ،ﯾوم اﻟﺧﻣﯾس ﻓﻲ ﻛﺎدوﻧﺎ  ،ﺑﺄن
ﺗﻣرﯾن اﻟﺗﺣﺻﯾن ﺗم إﺟراؤه ﻓﻲ اﻟﻔﺗرة
ﻣن  ١٠ﯾﻧﺎﯾر إﻟﻰ  ١٧ﯾﻧﺎﯾر .اﻟﺗﺄﻛﯾد
ﻋﻠﻰ أن اﻟوﻛﺎﻟﺔ ﺳﺗواﺻل ﻣراﻗﺑﺔ
اﻟوﺿﻊ ﻟﺿﻣﺎن ﻋدم اﺳﺗﺑﻌﺎد أي
طﻔل.
ﻗﺎل اﻟﻣدﯾر إن أي طﻔل ﻓﺎﺗﮫ أﺧذ
اﻟﺗطﻌﯾم أﺛﻧﺎء اﻟﺗﻣرﯾن اﻟروﺗﯾﻧﻲ ﺳﯾﺗم
اﻟﻘﺑض ﻋﻠﯾﮫ ﻓﻲ اﻟﺗطﻌﯾم ﻓﻲ وﻗت
ﻻﺣﻖ .وﻧﺎﺷد أوﻟﯾﺎء اﻷﻣور ﻟدﻋم
وﻏﯿﺮ ذﻟﻚ ﻣﻦ اﻹﺧﻔﺎق ﻓﻲ ﺗﻠﺒﯿﺔ
اﻟوﻛﺎﻟﺔ ﻓﻲ ﻣﺣﺎوﻟﺗﮭﺎ ﻟﺿﻣﺎن اﻟﻘﺿﺎء
ﻣﺘﻄﻠﺒﺎت ﺻﻼﺣﯿﺔ اﻟﺴﯿﺮ ﻋﻠﻰ
اﻟﺗﺎم ﻋﻠﻰ اﻟﻔﯾروس ﻓﻲ اﻟوﻻﯾﺔ .ﻛﻣﺎ
اﻟﻄﺮﯾﻖ.
أﻛد إﯾﻛﺎرا أن اﻟﻠﻘﺎﺣﺎت آﻣﻧﺔ  ،وأن
ً
ً
ﻟﻘﺪ ﻗﻄﻊ ﺷﻮطﺎ طﻮﯾﻼ ﻓﻲ ﺗﻌﺰﯾﺰ ﺟﻣﯾﻊ اﻷﺷﺧﺎص اﻟﻣؤھﻠﯾن اﻟذﯾن
ﻋﻤﻠﯿﺎت اﻟﻮﻛﺎﻟﺔ  ،وﻗﺎل إﻧﮫ ﻗﺒﻞ ذﻟﻚ  ،ﯾوﻓرون أﻧﻔﺳﮭم ﺳﯾﺗﻠﻘوﻧﮭﺎ ﺑﺣرﯾﺔ.
ﻛﺎن ﻟﺪﯾﮭﻢ  ١٠ﻣﻮظﻔﯿﻦ ﻓﻘﻂ ﺑﺪون أي وﻗﺎل إﻧﮫ ﻋﻧدﻣﺎ ﻻ ﯾﺗم ﺗﺣﺻﯾن
ف
ﻣﺮﻛﺒﺔ ﺗﺸﻐﯿﻠﯿﺔ .ﻧﺎﺷﺪ اﻟﺤﻜﻮﻣﺔ ﺗﺰوﯾﺪ اﻷطﻔﺎل ﻓﻲ اﻟﻣﺟﺗﻣﻊ ﺑﺷﻛل ﻛﺎ ٍ
اﻟﻮﻛﺎﻟﺔ ﺑﻤﺰﯾﺪ ﻣﻦ اﻟﺨﺪﻣﺎت اﻟﻠﻮﺟﺴﺘﯿﺔوﯾﺗﻌرﺿون ﻟﺳﻼﻟﺔ ﺿﻌﯾﻔﺔ وﻟﻛﻧﮭﺎ
ﻣﺗﺣوﻟﺔ ﻣن ﻓﯾروس ﺷﻠل اﻷطﻔﺎل ،
 ،ﺑﻤﺎ ﻓﻲ ذﻟﻚ ﺷﺎﺣﻨﺎت اﻟﻘﻄﺮ  ،ﻣﻦ
ﻓﺈﻧﮭم ﯾﺧرﺟون ﺑﻣظﮭر ﻣن ﻣظﺎھر
أﺟﻞ ﺗﻘﺪﯾﻢ ﺧﺪﻣﺎت ﻓﻌﺎﻟﺔ
اﻟﻣرض.
وﻗﺎل اﻟﻣدﯾر إن ﻓﯾروس ﺷﻠل اﻷطﻔﺎل
ﻣرض ﻣدﻣر ﺗﺳﺑب ﻓﻲ ﻣرض ﺷدﯾد
وأدى إﻟﻰ ﻓﻘدان وظﯾﻔﺔ طرف أو
ً
ووﻓﻘﺎ ﻟﮫ  ،ﻓﺈن اﻟﻌدوى ﺗﺗرك
أﻛﺛر.
اﻟطﻔل ﯾﻌﺎﻧﻲ ﻣن ﻣﺿﺎﻋﻔﺎت ﻣدى
اﻟﺣﯾﺎة  ،ﻣﻣﺎ ﯾﺣد ﻣن اﻟﻔرص وﯾﻘﻠل
ﻣن ﻓرص اﻟطﻔل ﻓﻲ اﻟوﺻول إﻟﻰ

ﻣﻛﺗب ﻓﺣص اﻟﻣرﻛﺑﺎت ﯾﺣﺗﺟز  ٦٨٥٠ﻣرﻛﺑﺔ ﻓﻲ أداﻣﺎوا

واﻟﻤﻤﺘﻠﻜﺎت.

ﻟﻠﺤﺼﻮل ﻋﻠﻰ رﺧﺼﺔ ﻗﯿﺎدة ﻓﻲ ﺟﻤﯿﻊ
أﻧﺤﺎء اﻟﻮﻻﯾﺔ.
ﻓﻲ ﻋﺎم  ، ٢٠٢١ﺣﺠﺰﻧﺎ ﺣﻮاﻟﻲ
 ٥٠٠٠ﻣﺮﻛﺒﺔ و  ١٨٥٠دراﺟﺔ ﺛﻼﺛﯿﺔ
اﻟﻌﺠﻼت ﺑﺴﺒﺐ ﻓﺸﻞ ﻣﺎﻟﻜﯿﮭﺎ ﻓﻲ
ﺗﺴﺠﯿﻠﮭﺎ ﻟﺪى وزارة اﻟﻨﻘﻞ ﺑﺎﻟﻮﻻﯾﺔ.
وﻗﺎل إن "ﺑﻌﺾ اﻟﺠﺮاﺋﻢ اﻟﺘﻲ ﯾﺮﺗﻜﺒﮭﺎ
ﺳﺎﺋﻘﻮ اﻟﺴﯿﺎرات ﺗﺘﻤﺜﻞ ﻓﻲ :ﻋﺪم
ﺗﺤﺪﯾﺚ ﺗﻔﺎﺻﯿﻞ اﻟﻤﺮﻛﺒﺔ  ،واﻟﻌﻤﻞ
ﺑﺪون رﺧﺼﺔ ﻗﯿﺎدة  ،واﻟﺤﻤﻞ اﻟﺰاﺋﺪ ،

ﺷﻠل اﻷطﻔﺎل :وﻻ
ﯾﺔ ﻛﺎدوﻧﺎ ﺗﺣﺻﯾن
 ٢٫٦ﻣﻠﯾون طﻔل
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Job Vacancies In Your Hands
COMPILED BY WISDOM ONYEISI

United Bank for Africa
Recruitment for Relationship Manager
Job Type: Full-time
Full Job Description
•
United Bank for Africa (UBA) PLC is a leading pan-African
financial services institution with a global footprint. We
have a clear purpose to be a role model for African businesses
by creating superior value for all our stakeholders.
•
UBA has a large footprint across the globe operating in
20 African countries: Republique du Benin, Burkina Faso,
Cameroun, Congo Brazzaville, Congo DRC, Cote d’Ivoire,
Gabon, Ghana, Guinea, Kenya, Liberia, Mali, Mozambique,
Nigeria, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Tanzania, Tchad, Uganda,
and Zambia. The Bank also operates in the United Kingdom,
the United States of America, and with a presence in Paris
We are recruiting to fill the position below:
Job Position: Relationship Manager
Job Location: Nigeria
Job type: Permanent
Job Description
Successful candidates will be a part of the core team set to:
•
Deliver value to our customers
•
Expand our current business/client portfolio
•
Enhance our position in our chosen target markets
•
Generate new sales revenues
•
Job Objective(s)
•
To establish and maintain positive customer relationships
towards the growth revenue for the bank.
•
Responsibilities
•
Approach customers with the aim of winning new business,
•
Meet with existing customers to strengthen business
relationships with a view to increase financial growth of
the bank.
•
Aggressively market the bank’s products to ensure favorable
market response and optimum build-up of revenue.
•
Follow up customers with dormant accounts, convince to
resume dealings with the bank.
•
Implement marketing strategies / programs laid out by the
bank to boost profit.
•
Listen to customer requirements and present appropriately
to make a sale.
•
Achieve set deposit targets / contributions by acquiring
business / investment deals from private, public,
individuals and corporates.
•
Prepare documentation on the creation of risk assets to
increase business office profitability.
•
Sell / cross-sell and upsell the banks products.
•
Market the brand.
•
Perform other related duties as assigned by the business
manager.
Requirements
•
We are looking to hire candidates who have knowledge of
banking operations and excellent marketing and selling
skills with a minimum of 5 years’ Relationship Manager
experience in all our branches across in Nigeria.
Skills Required:
•
Ability to evaluate needs of customers, and determine what
products or services would best serve those needs.
•
Excellent communication skills – oral and written.
•
Must be strong, tenacious and persuasive.
•
Strong selling / marketing skills.
•
Must be self-driven, and have a passion for marketing.
•
Good relationship management skills.
•
Confident and possess excellent networking skills.
Knowledge Required:
•
Good knowledge of the products and services of the bank.
•
Basic knowledge of finance, accounting and economics.
•
Business development and acquisition.
•
Banking operations, policies, and procedures.
•
Excellent knowledge of selling / marketing.
•
Knowledge of current business trends and CBN regulatory
laws.
*************************************************************************
Business Development Executive.
SKLD INTEGRATED SERVICES LIMITED
Abuja
Full-time: Permanent
Full Job Description
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Vacancies

We are looking for an Innovative and Experienced Sales
Executive, who will be responsible for analyzing our
customer base and current sales strategies and identifying
opportunities to increase sales and profitability.
As the Business Development Executive, you will:
•
Identify prospecting potential new clients and convert into
increased business
•
Design and implement a strategic business plan that
expands company’s customer base
•
Meet with potential customers by growing, maintaining,
and leveraging your network.
•
Identify potential customers and the decision makers
within the client organization and set up meetings with
the decision makers.
•
Negotiate and advise on pricing for customer requests.
•
Present new products and other services/ partnership
for schools, wholesalers, retailers and building new and
enhancing existing relationships.
•
Work with the Procurement and Store teams to ensure
customer orders are met.
•
Follow up with customers on order delivered to ensure
satisfaction.
•
Present to and consult with the senior management on
business trends with a view to developing new services,
products, and distribution channels.
•
Identify opportunities for campaigns, services, and
distribution channels that will lead to an increase in sales.
•
Use knowledge of the market and competitors, you
will identify and develop the company’s unique selling
propositions and differentiators.
•
Submission of weekly progress reports and ensuring all
data reported are accurate.
•
Ensure that data is accurately entered and managed within
the company’s CRM or other sales management system.
•
Track and record activity on accounts and help to close
deals to meet set targets.
•
Identify emerging markets and market shifts while being
fully aware of new products and competitors’ status
•
Build and promote strong, long-lasting customer
relationships by partnering with customers and
understanding their needs.
•
Recording sales information and maintain customers’
records and database
Must Haves for the position:
•
In-depth knowledge of the industry and current trends
(Market Knowledge)
•
Excellent social skills
•
2-3 years’ experience in sales or business development
roles.
•
Ability to handle pressure and meet deadlines
•
Must have attention to detail and be numerically sound
•
Exceptional interpersonal, verbal and written
communication skills
•
Excellent time management and organizational skills
•
Proficiency in the use of Microsoft office suites (Word,
Excel, Powerpoint)
•
Apply on company’s site.
*************************************************************************
Human Resource Officer
Venmac Resources Limited
Abuja
Full-time
JOB DESCRIPTION
Title: Human Resource Officer
Main function: provision of support in all human resource
functions which includes participating in recruitment, staffing,
training and development, performance monitoring and
employee counseling.
Reports to: The Consultant
Sector: Hospitality
AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY
Human Resource Management and any other assigned role
SPECIFIC DUTIES AND ACTIVITIES
•
Assists in the interviewing and hiring of staffs with the
appropriate skills as needed.
•
Conducting training of staffs on basic hotel SOP.
•
Carrying out analytical writing in given topics.
•
Ensure that accurate job descriptions are in place for all
staffs.
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Ensure that staffs employee documents are well
documented.
•
Carry-out background checks on staffs.
•
Identify training and development opportunities.
•
Monitor daily attendance.
•
Investigate causes for staff absences and recommend
solutions to resolve chronic attendance difficulties.
•
Provide advice and recommendations on disciplinary
actions.
•
Prepare notices and advertisements for vacant staff
positions.
•
Once approval is given Schedule, organize and conduct
interviews.
•
Conduct reference checks on possible candidates.
•
Conducts exit interviews.
COMMUNICATION
•
Representing Venmac Resources Limited, your
communication should be closed ended while on client’s
location.
•
Do not discuss company policy with clients as this will be
a bridge of trust.
JOB REQUIREMENT
•
Good knowledge of human resources administration.
•
Good knowledge of performance review methods and
techniques.
•
Good knowledge of staff training, development and
recognition.
•
Ability to delegate, mentor and coach.
•
An understanding of relevant HR legislation, policies and
procedures.
•
Good supervisory skills.
•
Good problem-solving skills.
•
Understanding human psychology
*************************************************************************
Nationwide Recruitment for Bank Tellers at Workforce
Group
Abuja.
Full Job Description
Workforce Group is a Management Consulting and Outsourcing
Professional Services Firm. Following its inception in July 2004,
Workforce Management Centre Limited (Workforce) has built
an enviable reputation as the leading indigenous management
and professional services consulting firm in Nigeria. Drawing
from its Deep Domain Expertise, in the area of organizational
effectiveness and employee performance, the Company is
positioned to assist businesses across diverse sectors of the
economy in their quest to create sustainable value for their
stakeholders
Job Position: Bank Teller
Job Location: Nationwide
Employment Type: Full-time
Industry: Banking/Financial Institution
Job Description
•
Assisting customers with processing transactions, such as
deposits, withdrawals, or payments, resolving complaints
or account discrepancies, and answering questions.
•
Informing customers about bank products and services.
•
Handling currency, transactions, and confidential
information in a responsible manner.
•
Using software to track bank information and generate
reports.
•
Following all bank financial and security regulations and
procedures.
•
Tracking, recording, reporting, and storing information
related to transactions, bank supplies, and customers,
ensuring all information is accurate and complete.
•
Maintaining and balancing cash drawers and reconciling
discrepancies.
•
Packaging cash and rolling coins to be stored in drawers or
the bank vault.
Qualification Requirements:
•
HND / OND / NCE qualification.
•
Cash handling experience and on-the-job training may be
required.
•
Strong communication and people skills
•
High level of accountability, efficiency, and accuracy.
•
27 years and below.
•
Good oral and written communication skills.
•
Analytical
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N/Korea Tests
Ballistic Missiles

North Korea yesterday fired two
suspected ballistic missiles into
the sea in its fourth weapons launch
this month, the U.S and its allies,
South Korea and Japan said, with
the apparent goal of demonstrating
its military might amid paused
diplomacy with America and
pandemic border closures.
South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of
Staff said the North likely fired
two ballistic missiles from an area in
Sunan, the location of Pyongyang’s
international airport, but didn’t
immediately say how far they flew.
The Japanese government also
reported the suspected ballistic
missile launch from North Korea,
which it called a threat to peace and
security in the region.
The United States “condemns
DPRK’s ballistic missile launches,”
a U.S State Department
spokesperson said in a statement
issued yesterday.
“These launches are in violation
of multiple U.N Security Council’s
Resolutions and pose a threat
to DPRK’s neighbours and the
international community. We
remain committed to a diplomatic
approach to DPRK and call on
them to engage in dialogue,” the
spokesperson said, using the
acronym for North Korea’s formal
name, the Democratic Peoples
Republic of Korea.
The statement reiterated the
U.S’s “ironclad” commitment to
help defend Japan and South
Korea.
Japanese Prime Minister,
Fumio Kishida instructed his
government to do its utmost to
gather information about the
launch and ensure the safety of
vessels and aircraft. Japan’s Coast
Guard issued a warning for vessels
traveling around Japanese waters to
watch out for falling objects, but no
immediate damage was reported.

Malians Pour Tributes On Former Leader Keita
Tributes continued to pour in
after the death of Mali’s former
president, Ibrahim Boubacar
Keita on Sunday.
Keita’s rule was riddled with
lots of controversies and criticism
especially from the opposition
before he was toppled through a
coup in 2020.
In the weeks before the 2020
coup, he had been struggling with
protests fuelled by his handling of
a jihadist insurgency and failure
to turn around Mali’s floundering
economy.
Despite differences of opinion,

they pay tribute to a “man of
peace, a man of his word”.
“His death shocks me
enormously because he is our
president. We fought him but
he was a man of peace, a man of
his word. He governed Mali and
may his soul rest in peace,” said
Mamadou Kourouma, resident
of Bamako.
“We can only pray to God that
he rests in peace. He did what he
could do for the country, even if
he did not finish his mandate.
Even so, he did what he could do,”
said Flamory Camara, resident of

Bamako.
“Considering the way he gave
himself for this country and all
the effort he made... In spite of
all that, we were not grateful to
him. Personally, I would have
liked to meet him to present him
with our sincere apologies for our
behavior,” Souleymane Goïta,
resident of Bamako.
Mali’s former president
Ibrahim Boubacar Keita, who led
the West African country from
2013 until he was ousted in a
coup in 2020, died at the age of
76 in Bamako Sunday, his family

said.
Keita was two years into his
second five-year term when in
2020 he faced widespread street
protests against his government
and was toppled by the military
which is now under regional
sanctions for failing to restore
civilian rule.
“President IBK died this
morning at 0900 GMT in his
home” in Bamako, a family
member told AFP using the exleader’s initials, with several
other family members confirming
his passing.

Wealth Of World’s 10 Richest Men Doubled In Pandemic - Oxfam
COVID-19 pandemic has made the
world’s wealthiest far richer but has
led to more people living in poverty,
according to the charity Oxfam.
Lower incomes for the world’s
poorest contributed to the death of
21,000 people each day, its report
claims.
But the world’s 10 richest men
have more than doubled their
collective fortunes since March
2020, Oxfam said.
Oxfam typically releases a report
on global inequality at the start
of the World Economic Forum
meeting in Davos.
That event usually sees
thousands of corporate and
political leaders, celebrities,
campaigners, economists and
journalists gather in the Swiss ski
resort for panel discussions, drinks
parties and schmoozing.
However, for the second year
running, the meeting, scheduled
for this week, will be online-only
after the emergence of the Omicron
variant derailed plans to return to
an in-person event.
This week’s discussions will

include the likely future path of
the pandemic, vaccine equity and
the energy transition.
Oxfam GB’s chief executive,
Danny Sriskandarajah, said the
charity timed the report each year
to coincide with Davos to attract
the attention of economic, business
and political elites.
“This year, what is happening
is off the scale,” he said. “There
has been a new billionaire created
almost every day during this
pandemic, meanwhile 99 percent
of the world’s population are
worse off because of lockdowns,
lower international trade, less
international tourism, and as a
result of that, 160 million more
people have been pushed into
poverty”.
“Something is deeply flawed with
our economic system”, he added.
According to Forbes figures
cited by the charity, the world’s
10 richest men are: Elon Musk,
Jeff Bezos, Bernard Arnault and
family, Bill Gates, Larry Ellison,
Larry Page, Sergey Brin, Mark
Zuckerberg, Steve Ballmer and

Warren Buffet.
While collectively their wealth
grew from $700bn to $1.5tn, there
is significant variation between
them, with Mr. Musk’s fortune
growing by more than 1,000
percent, while Mr. Gates’ rose by a
more modest 30 percent.
Oxfam’s report is based on
data from the Forbes Billionaires
List and the annual Credit Suisse
Global Wealth report, which gives
the distribution of global wealth
going back to 2000.
The Forbes survey uses the value
of an individual’s assets, mainly
property and land, minus debts, to
determine what he or she “owns”.
The data excludes wages or income.
The methodology has been
criticized in the past as it means
that a student with high debts, but
with high future earning potential,
for example, would be considered
poor under the criteria used.
Oxfam also said that due to
the fact prices have risen during
the pandemic, it has adjusted for
inflation using the US Consumer
Price Index, CPI, which tracks how

fast the cost of living has been
increasing over time.
Oxfam’s report, which was also
based on data from the World
Bank, said a lack of access to
healthcare, hunger, gender-based
violence and climate breakdown
contributed to one death every
four seconds.
It said 160 million more people
were living on less than $5.50,
£4.02, a day than would have been
without the impact of the COVID
pandemic.
The World Bank uses $5.50 a day
as a measure of poverty in uppermiddle-income countries.
According to the report, the
pandemic is forcing developing
countries to slash social spending
as national debts rise.
Gender equality has been set
back, with 13 million fewer women
in work now than in 2019 and over
20 million girls at risk of never
returning to school
Ethnic minority groups have
been hardest hit by COVID,
including UK Bangladeshis and the
US’s black population
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From left: Council Manager, Ojodu Local Council Development Area, LCDA, Mr Dele Abayomi; Council Chief of Staff, Bode Olaniyan; Council Chairman, Olusegun Odunmbaku and his Vice,
Bunmi Oluyadi, during the council’s 2022 budget retreat in Lagos, yesterday.
Photo: Wasiu Zubair/NAN

Supreme Court Reverses Ruling, Readmits
GTBank’s Appeal Against Innoson
BY ALIYU GALADIMA

Supreme Court has reversed its
earlier ruling dismissing an appeal by
Guaranty Trust Bank (GTB) against
a 2.4 billion judgement in favour of
Innoson Motors Nigeria Limited.
A five-member panel led by Justice
Olukayode Ariwoola held that the
apex court erred in its February 27,
2019 ruling in suit no SC/694/2014.
Ruling in favour of GTB, the apex
court held that “The order dismissing
the appeal was therefore made in
error. It ought not to have been made
if all materials were disclosed. The
application is, therefore, meritorious
and hereby succeeds”.
GTB had filed an application
before the apex court seeking
re-listing of the said appeal on
the grounds that the matter was
dismissed wrongly.
Reading the judgement on Friday,
Justice Abdu Aboki, said the court
was misled by its registry, he said
that if the panel that heard the appeal
on February 27, 2019 was informed
of GTB’s brief of arguments, it would
not have ruled dismissing the appeal
on the grounds that it lacked diligent
prosecution.

I am convinced that at the material
time that the appellant’s appeal was
inadvertently dismissed by this
court, there was in place, a valid and
subsisting brief of argument filed by
the applicant.
It is obvious from the material
before us that there were errors
committed by the Registry of this
court, having failed to bring to
the notice of the panel of Justices
that sat in chambers on the 27th
February 2019 that the appellant
had indeed filed its brief of
argument”, the judge stated.
The court, having admitted that it
erred, said “It will be unjust to visit
the sin of the court’s Registry on an
innocent, vigilant, proactive and
diligent litigant”.
The court noted that the Supreme
Court has the power to set aside its
own decision in certain cases and the
GTB case falls in such a category.
“Having gone through all the
materials in this application,
therefore, I am satisfied that the
appellant/applicant’s brief of
argument was filed before the order
of this court made on the 27th
of February 2019 dismissing the

applicant’s appeal”, they added.
The panel therefore set aside the
decision of February 27, 2019 and
ordered the relisting of the said 2014
appeal.
The legal battle between Innoson
and GTB started since 2011 over
claims and counterclaims of loans
between the vehicle manufacturing
company and the bank.
In suit no: FHC/L/CS/603/2006,
A Federal High Court Ibadan in a
Garnishee Order Absolute on 29 July
2011, ordered GTB to pay Innoson
the judgement sum of N2.4 billion
with a 22% interest per annum on
the judgement sum until its final
liquidation.
In 2013, a high court in suit no:
FHC/Cs/139/2012 ordered GTB
to pay N4.7 billion to Innoson as
restitution for arbitrary charges.
GTB however, challenged the ruling
of the high court at the Court of
Appeal, Enugu division.
On December 2014, the Appellate
court asked GTB to deposit N6 billion
in an interest yielding account to be
supervised by the court’s Registrar.
The money was to be domiciled in an
account that will accrue interests,

pending determination of the suit.
Not satisfied with that decision,
GTB filed a motion for the stay of
execution of the ruling. However,
The apex court struck out the
application on the grounds that
GTB had not obeyed the ruling of
the appellate court that directed it to
deposit the said sum into an interest
yielding account.
In June 2018, the Supreme
Court asked all parties in the suit to
return to the Court of Appeal for the
substantive trial.
On March 27, 2019, Innoson
obtained an order from the Akwa
Division of the Federal High
Court granting it leave to enforce
and execute the Garnishee Order
absolute.
GTB again filed a motion on
notice seeking an order to suspend
the execution embarked upon by
Innoson Nigeria Ltd. it also sought
an order setting aside the exparte
order that granted Innoson the leave
to enforce the judgement.
However, the court did not grant
GTB’s prayer but affirmed the
decision of the other courts.
In November 2020, GTB

announced that it had obtained
regulatory Approval-In-Principle
, AIP, from the Central Bank of
Nigeria to restructure into a financial
holding company ,Holdco.
With the new development,
Innoson filed a fresh suit against
GTB seeking to stop the processes
until the judgement debt was paid:
In a suit marked FHC/EN/
CS/161/2020 Innoson sought
an order of perpetual injunction
restraining the CAC from
deregistering the GTB as a public
limited liability company and or
re-registering the bank as a private
limited liability until GTB pays the
company outstanding judgment
debt of N32, 875, 204, 984.38k
arising from Suit Nos: FHC/L/
CS/603/2006 and No. FHC/AWK/
CS/139/2012 respectively affirmed
by the appellate courts.
In June 2021 GTB met all
requirements for restructuring
and was listed by the Nigerian
Exchange Group Plc ,NGX Group.
Innoson, however, filed a motion
on notice asking the court to “set
aside every step the bank has taken
in restructuring Holdco.
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Consumer Loans
Hit N2trn, Rise
By 37%

Foreign Inflows
Drop By 32%, UK,
Others Slash Nigeria
Investments

BY UMORU ABDULKADIR

Central Bank of Nigeria
has disclosed that capital
importation into the country
fell by 32% to $500m in
October 2021, from $660m
recorded in September.
The CBN disclosed these
figures in its latest monthly
economic report on October
recently released on the
bank’s official website.
The decline is a negative
turnaround from the increase
recorded in September when
capital inflow rose by $220m
from $440m in August.
The report also shows
that there is a corresponding
decline in investment inflows
from the United Kingdom,
South Africa and other
countries leading the pack
in capital importation into
Nigeria.
A breakdown of the
inflows recorded in October
shows that foreign portfolio
investments
dominated
capital importation with a
value of $330m.
The CBN said, “New capital
importation
decreased
by 32.0% to US$0.50bn
in October 2021, from
US$0.66bn in September
2021.
Disaggregation of capital
importation by type of
investment shows that
foreign portfolio investment
inflow ,mainly money market
instruments, at US$0.33bn,
decreased by 34.0%, relative
to the US$0.50bn in
September 2021.
Despite the decline,
portfolio inflow remained
dominant in total foreign
investment, accounting for
65.0%.
The inflow of other
investments,
mostly
loans, was US$0.14bn or
28.2% of the total, a slight
increase from US$0.13bn in
September 2021.
The report also noted that
foreign direct investment
accounted for only 6.8% of
capital inflows in October at
$30m.
Considering
capital
importation by nature of
business, the central bank
said financing led the chart
representing 47.4%, banking
stood at 13.8%, shares got
12.9% while trading was
8.9%.
Other sectors such as
telecommunication
and
service contributed 7.4%
and 3.8%, production/
manufacturing accounted
for 3.6% while agriculture
contributed 2.1%.

BY MARIAM SANNI

Thomas

Insurance Firms Assets Hit N2.09trn
Amid Recapitalisation Suspension
BY UMORU ABDULKADIR

Insurance sector’s total assets
have risen by N228.24bn in
15 months despite the abrupt
suspension of the National
Insurance
Commission’s
segmented recapitalisation
exercise.
The second and final phases
of the Nigerian insurance
industry’s
recapitalisation
exercise which should have
ended in September 2021
were halted by litigation from
aggrieved stakeholders.
However, latest figures
obtained by our correspondent
showed that the sector’s total
assets rose by N228.24bn
from N1.8trn in June 2020
to N2.09trrn as of September
2021.
The industry regulator,
the
National
Insurance
Commission, had introduced
new and segmented minimum

paid up share capital
requirements for insurance
companies in Nigeria in June
2020.
Data obtained from the
Central Bank of Nigeria on
‘Insurance sector ,general
and life, consolidated balance
sheets, for third quarter 2021’
also showed that the industry’s
assets rose from N1.16trn as of
the end of December 2017 to
N1.26trn and N1.45trn as of
the end of December 2018 and
2019, respectively.
A NAICOM circular to all
insurance companies on June 3,
2020, titled, ‘Segmentation of
minimum paid up share capital
requirements for insurance
companies
in
Nigeria’,
mandated underwriters to
meet the deadline for the first
phase of the recapitalisation
exercise, which was slated for
December 31, 2020. The final
deadline was September 30,

2020.
Life insurance companies
were ordered to raise their
capital from N2bn to N4bn at
the end of the first phase and
N8bn at the end of the second
phase.
General insurance companies
were ordered to increase their
capital from N3bn at the end of
the first phase and N5bn at the
end of the second phase.
Composite underwriters
were ordered to raise their
capital from N5bn to N9bn at
the end of the first phase, and
to N18bn at the end of the
second phase.
The reinsurance firms were
ordered to raise their capital
from N10bn to N12bn at the
end of the first phase, and to
N20bn at the final phase.
However,
pending
litigation by some aggrieved
companies allegedly using
their shareholders against the

commission forced NAICOM
to suspend the recapitalisation
exercise after the first phase.
Although the commission
won the judgement instituted
against it at the Federal High
Court in Abuja, another
pending case in a Lagos High
Court forced the regulator to
suspend the recapitalisation
programme.
During the public hearing
on Consolidated Insurance
Bill 2020 organised by the
House of Representatives
Committee on Insurance and
Actuarial matters in Abuja, the
Nigerian Insurers Association
recommended the introduction
of Risk-Based Capital in the
Consolidated Insurance Bill.
It described it as the right
capital model for the insurance
industry in order to align the
Nigerian insurance market with
international best practices.

Naira Declines Amid Devaluation Concerns

BY DICKSON PAT

Naira depreciated at the
official and parallel markets
amid growing concerns that
oil revenue fluctuation and
global monetary tightening
would lead to further
devaluation of the currency.
Official data and trading
reports showed that the
Naira depreciated by 0.12%
at the official Investors and
Exporters
Central Bank’s I & E
Window to close at N416.50
per dollar. It also depreciated
by 0.65% to close at N575.90
per dollar at the parallel
market. The Naira, however,
closed flat at N430 per dollar
at the Interbank Foreign
Exchange Market , IFEM.
The Central Bank of Nigeria

,CBN, continued its weekly
injection of$210 million;
distributing $100 million
to the Wholesale Secondary
Market Intervention Sales
,SMIS, $55 million to Small
and Medium Scale Enterprises
,SMEs, and $55 million to
invisibles.
Analysts at Cowry Asset
Management,
which
actively trades in financial
instruments, said they
expected the Naira to
depreciate further in the new
week as investors react to
changing global dynamics
Analysts at Cordros capital
noted that although the CBN
might have enough supply to
support the foreign exchange
market over the short
term, global and domestic

challenges may force the
apex bank to adjust the Naira
exchange rate further
According to analysts,
foreign inflows, which have
been disrupted by lack of
global investors’ confidence
in Naira rate management,
are paramount for sustained
forex liquidity over the
medium term as accretion
to the national reserves will
be weak given that crude oil
production levels remain quite
low. Thus, Foreign Portfolio
Investments ,FPIs, which
have historically supported
supply levels in the I & E
Window will be needed to
sustain forex liquidity levels.
About 53.8% of forex inflows
to the I & E Window in 2019
were from FPIs.

Hence, we think further
adjustments in the Naira/
Dollar peg closer to its fair
value and flexibility in the
exchange rate would be
significant in attracting
foreign inflows back to the
market”, Cordros capital
stated in a weekend note.
The Naira depreciation
across the markets came
on the heels of all by the
International
Monetary
Fund ,IMF, that Nigeria and
other emerging economies
should allow their currencies
to depreciate to avoid a
disorderly condition that may
arise in their forex markets as
a result of an imminent policy
tightening by the Federal
Reserve Bank of United
States.

Upward trend in consumer
loans persisted as at October
last year, rising to 37%, Yearon-Year, YoY, to N2 trillion,
driven by improved credit
appraisal and products
diversifications offered by
banks and other lenders.
Volume of consumer
loans was N1.47 trillion in
October 2020.
Findings from the data by
the Central Bank of Nigeria,
CBN, and monthly economic
report for October, 2021,
showed that the growth in
consumer loans was driven
by a 52%, YoY increase in
personal loans, which rose
to N1.57 trillion in October
2021.
Consequently, the share
of personal loans in the total
consumer loans basket rose
to 78% in October 2021
from 70.4% in October
2020.
However,
consumer
lending, on a Month-onMonth, MoM, basis, rose
by just 3.4% to N2 trillion in
October 2021, from N1.94
trillion in September 2021.
According to the CBN
data,
the
continued
increase in consumer
loans, especially increase in
personal loans, is driven by
improved credit appraisal
and diverse products offered
by banks.
The
CBN
stated:
“Consumer
credit
outstanding
increased,
owing to the surge in
personal loans arising from
an improved credit appraisal
and diverse products
offering.
Total consumer credit
extended by the Other
Depository Corporations
, ODCs, grew by 3.4% to
N2,009.88 billion at end
of October 2021, from
N1,942.87 billion at end of
September 2021.
The ratio of consumer
credit to the total credit to
the private sector in October
2021 was 8.7%, the same
share as in the preceding
month.
A
disaggregation
of
consumer
loans
revealed that personal
loans maintained their
dominance, accounting for
78.0%, increasing by 2.3%
points, above the level in
the preceding month, while
retail loans accounted for
the balance of 22.0%”.

الجزير نيجيريا
26

economy

www.aljazirahnews.com

Tuesday, January 18, 2022

NEPZA Partners
Stakeholders
To Harnessed
Precious Stone

BY LADI PATRICK-OKWOLI

Nigeria Export Processing
Zones Authority ,NEPZA,
has emphasised the need to
adopt a free trade zone model
in exploration, refining,
production and marketing of
gemstones.
The Managing Director
of NEPZA, Prof. Adesoji
Adesugba, said this when Mr
Tom Cushman, a renowned
gemologist and businessman
visited him in Abuja
According to a statement
by the Head, Corporate
Communications, NEPZA,
Martins Odeh, quoted
Adesugba as saying that
adopting the model was
critical in repositioning
Nigeria’s jewelries and
gemological industry.
Adesugba explained that
NEPZA continued to explore
the global business space
with the view to attracting
investors to all sectors of the
economy.
He added that steps
were taken to secure the
commitment of critical
stakeholders for the initiative
to come to fruition.
In light of this, the
authority is going to
open discussion with the
Ministry of Solid Minerals,
Gemological Institute of
Nigeria and experts in the
industry.
This is to establish
partnerships that can scaleup effective management of
the sector through training
and certification of qualified
gemologists.
No doubt, we foresee an
incredible impact of this
initiative on the country’s
Gross Domestic Product ,
GDP, when concretised as
fresh jobs will be created and
substantial illegal mining of
the country’s precious stones
will be dislocated.
Let me, therefore, express
my profound delight on the
visit of Mr Tom Cushman, an
American Gemologist and
Businessman, who is prepared
to assist us popularise
Nigeria’s gemstones’ industry
globally’’, Adesugba said.
Cushman said that Nigeria
was endowed with a variety
of solid minerals, adding
that NEPZA’s decision to
spearhead this initiative
would help to attract huge
investments in the sector.
Nigeria must leverage on
my expertise, knowledge in
the training, identification,
grading, and marketing
of jewelries/gems so as to
boost the economy more
sustainably’’, Cushman said.
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2022 Budget: Over 450 Duplicated
Projects Worth N378.9bn Discovered
BY CHARLES EBI

Over 450 projects amounting
to N378.9 billion were
duplicated in the 2022
budget signed by President
Muhammadu Buhari.
BudgIT, a civic-tech nonprofit organisation which has
been involved in the country’s
budgetary process in the
area of seeking transparency
for years, has revealed. The
communications associate
at BudgIT, Iyanu Fatoba,
disclosed this in a statement.
President Buhari had
signed the N17.13 trillion
2022 Appropriation Bill into
law on the last day of last year.
The Presidency had
submitted a proposed fiscal
budget of N16.391 trillion to
the National Assembly, but
the lawmakers later raised
it to N17.127 trillion, an
increase of N735.8 billion.
BudgIT said it uncovered
the discrepancies after
examining the 21,108 capital
projects in the budget.
Our preliminary analysis
of the 21,108 capital projects
in the 2022 approved budget
revealed 460 duplicated
projects amounting to N378.9
billion,” the statement read in
part.
Recall
that
BudgIT
observed 316 duplicated
projects inserted into the
2021 FG Budget approved by
NASS.

Agba

ICPC
verified
257
duplications, while the
Budget Office confirmed
the existence of only 185
duplicated projects worth
N20.13bn, after which it
informed the public that
funds were not released for
the projects in 2021”.
BudgIT also mentioned
the occurrence of “inflated
projects” in the 2022 Budget
amounting to billions of naira
directly linked to the State
House and the Presidency.
It listed them to include
N20.8 billion requested by
the Presidency to construct
a 14-bed presidential wing
at the existing State House
Medical Center; N28.72
million requested for the
purchase of two units of
10kg washing machine and
six units of LG Televisions

in the State House, Lagos
Liaison Office, among others.
Speaking of projects
approved under Ministries,
Departments and Agencies
,MDAs, that do not have the
capacity to execute them,
BudgIT said the National
Agency for Great Green Wall
,NAGGW, has N1.3 billion
or 64% of its capital budget
dedicated to purchasing
motorcycles, street lights
and other projects outside
its mandate.
The organisation also raised
questions on the ministry of
environment which has an
allocation of N67.8 million
to construct “gun armories”
in Cross River, Kaduna, Borno
and Yobe states, even though
the ministry is not a security
agency.
It also said the River Basin

Development Authorities
,RBDA, had metamorphosed
into an agency that
constructs roads and supplies
street lights.
A cumulative total of
N6.3billion was allocated
to supplying street lights
in 73 communities across
the 36 states, while N14.8
billion was allocated for the
construction of 219 roads
across 36 states; whereas the
majority of the roads are the
responsibilities of state and
local governments and not
the federal government”, the
statement reads.
Speaking on the findings,
Gabriel Okeowo, BudgIT’s
country director, described
the duplicated projects as
“loopholes for fraud”.
According to him, they are
crimes against the 86 million
Nigerians living below the
poverty line, an injustice to
hardworking taxpayers and
an open mockery of countries
and lending institutions that
intend to lend Nigeria N6.29
trillion in 2022.
BudgIT is currently
finalising
its
detailed
analysis of the approved
FG 2022 budget which
would be presented to all
stakeholders in the executive
and legislative arm of
government as well as the
general citizens”, Okeowo
added.

NNPC Promises More Revenue, Despite Shortfall In 11 Months

BY YAHAYA UMAR

Nigerian National Petroleum
Company
,NNPC,
has
promised a new turn in the
coming months as it finalises
efforts to become a public
limited company.
NNPC Chief Executive
Officer ,CEO, Mallam Mele
Kyari made the promises while
addressing staff at a town
hall meeting at the NNPC
Towers with staff outside the
headquarters joining virtually
over the weekend.
AljazirahNigeria
had
earlier reported that NNPC
made N2.99 trillion between
January and November 2021
but spent N2.47 trillion.
In a statement of hope,
NNPC spokesman Garba
Deen Muhammad, noted
that Kyari said NNPC will
become the most capitalised
and profitable firm in Africa
with the Petroleum Industry
Act ,PIA, 2021 and bring in
more revenue,

“The PIA, which became
active in the third quarter of
2021, is being implemented
in earnest, providing more
business opportunities for
NNPC Ltd to earn more
revenue for Nigeria”, he said.
On the significance of the
PIA, Kyari said it had put “all
money-making options on
the table; it is up to us to take
advantage of it”.
The CEO further said,
“As a result of the new
legislation, NNPC Ltd would
not only shed some of its
toxic liabilities but will be the
largest and most capitalised
company in the whole of
Africa and, potentially, the
most profitable on the entire
continent”.
Muhammad noted that
the CEO then charged
the employees to ensure
the company becomes a
commercially viable entity and
a multi-billion-dollar company
that will continuously deliver
value to its shareholders who,

he said, are the over 200
million Nigerians
Recall that only 17.4%
of NNPC revenue was paid
into the Federation Account
as was disclosed by the
Nigeria National Petroleum
Corporation, NNPC of its
N2.99 trillion revenues from
January to November was
paid into the federal account.
According to NNPC, most
of the revenue was committed
to oil exploration, subsidies
and other various activities.
NNPC noted this in its
December Federation Account
and Allocation Committee
,FAAC, report published on
its website on Wednesday and
obtained by AljazirahNigeria.
According to the report, 11
projects consumed over N2.47
trillion, leaving just N522.20
billion of NNPC income from
January to November for the
three levels of government to
share.
As expected, the biggest
expenditure was fuel subsidy

payment called, under
recovery. This gulped N1.16
trillion in the 11 months
period. The highest amount
was paid in July (N173.13bn).
NNPC also spent N1
trillion on Joint Venture
Cost Recovery, t1/t2, while
National Domestic Gas
Development also cost
N42.4 billion followed by Gas
Infrastructure Development
N34.06 billion.
During the 11 months
period NNPC revealed it
spent N30.22 billion searching
for oil under its frontier
exploration services.
Other expenses include
pipeline
Security
&
Maintenance cost ,N45 billion,
Refinery
Rehabilitation
,N91.6 billion.
Other expenses include
Pre-Export Financing ,N55
billion, Crude Oil Pre-Export
Inspection Agency Expenses
,N8.77bn, and Nigeria
Morocco Pipeline project
,N0.83 billion.

Nigeria’s Inflation
Rate Rises To
15.63% After Eight
Months Of Decline
The National Bureau of
Statistics (NBS) has said for
the first time in the last eight
months, inflation rate rose to
15.63% in December 2021 from
15.40% in November.
It increased by 1.82%,
according to its document
titled: “Consumer Price Index
December 2021 Report.”
The NBS said: “The consumer
price index, (CPI) which
measures inflation increased
by 15.63 percent (year-on-year)
in December 2021. This is 0.13
percent points lower than the
rate recorded in December 2020
(15.75) percent.”
The document explained that
this is showing slowing down in
the rate when compared to the
corresponding period of 2020.
Increases were recorded in
all Classification of Individual
Consumption by Purpose
(COICOP) divisions that yielded
the Headline index said NBS.
According to the document,
urban inflation rate increased
by 16.17 percent (year-on-year)
in December 2021 from 16.33
percent recorded in December
2020 while the rural inflation
rate increased by 15.11 percent
in December 2021 from 15.20
percent in December 2020.
On a month-on-month basis,
the urban index rose by 1.87
percent in December 2021,
up by 0.75 the rate recorded in
November 2021 (1.12) percent
while the rural index also rose
by 1.77 percent in December
2021, up by 0.73 the rate that
was recorded in November
2021 (1.04) percent.
NBS said the twelvemonth year-on-year average
percentage change for the
urban index is 17.52 percent in
December 2021.
This, it said, is lower than
the rate reported in November
17.55 (percent), while the
corresponding
twelvemonth (month-on-month)
average percentage change for
rural index inflation rate in
December 2021 stood at 16.40
percent from 16.42 percent in
November 2021.
On food, the bureau said:
“The composite food subindex rose by 17.37 percent in
December 2021 down by 2.19
percent points when compared
to 19.56 percent in December
2020.
“This rise in the food subindex was caused by increases
in prices of bread and cereals,
food product e.g meat, fish,
potatoes, yam and other tuber,
soft drinks and fruit.
“On month-on-month basis,
the food sub-index increased
by 2.19 percent in December
2021, up by 1.12 percent points
from 1.07 percent recorded in
November 2021.”
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BUA Foods
Price Decline
As Investors
Place 2 Million
Shares Offer

Investors in one of Nigeria’s
largest consumer goods
companies by market
capitalization, BUA Foods
Plc, are on track to record
their first trading losses
since it was listed over two
weeks ago.
A look at the performance
of the stock in mid-day
trading reveals the share
price has lost 6.6% in value
as there are about 2.2
million units on offer as
against 342.6k units on bid
which in trading terms is a
net offer.
Net offers often signify
a likely dip in prices as
it means there are more
sellers of a stock than
buyers and in tune with
the forces of demand and
supply mostly leading to a
dip in price.
Despite the drop, BUA
Foods still has a market
valuation
of
N1.13
trillion and is now slightly
behind Nestle as the most
capitalized consumer goods
company on the Nigerian
Stock Exchange.
Week-on-Week,
BUA
Foods Plc appreciated by
24% from N53.20 per share
in the previous week, to
N66.00 per share at the end
of the trading week. It led
the top gainers chart last
week gaining about 24%.
The rally in the shares
of the consumer goods
company raised the market
capitalization past N1
trillion during the week,
making BUA Foods part
of the classification of the
SWOOTs, i.e, Stocks Worth
Over a Trillion.
Conclusively,
during
the week, the market cap
grew from N957.60 billion
to N1.19 trillion, to gain a
total of N230 billion.

Rabiu

FG To Borrow N471bn From Capital Market In Q1 MTN Dismisses
BY MIMIDOOO PATRICK

Federal Government plans to
raise about N471 billion in new
debt from the domestic capital
market this quarter as the
government begins fund raising
to bridge the 2022 budget deficit
of about N6.39 trillion.
Provisional debt issuance
calendar of the government at
the weekend showed that it will
be raising about N471 billion
through issuance of short to
long-term ordinary bonds and
low-end retail savings bonds.
According to the issuance plan,
the first auction for ordinary
short-to- long term bonds will
take place this Wednesday, the
same settlement date for the
January 2022 issuance of the
monthly Federal Government of
Nigeria Savings Bonds ,FGNSBs,
whose application closed at the
weekend.
Under the first auction,
the government is offering to
raise a total of N150 billion in
equal amounts of N75 billion
each through a reopening of
its 12.50% FGN January 2026

bond and issuance of a new 20year long-term bond due for
maturity in 2042.
The size of the monthly
FGNSB is determined by
the book orders and usually
disclosed after the settlement;
but the government had raised
N302 million in its last savings
bonds in December 2021. The
government has since 2017
been issuing the retail savings
bonds every month, with a dual
objective of revenue financing
and development of domestic
savings culture. The January
2022 offer was the 55th tranche
of the savings bond, introduced
in 2017.
The Debt Management
Office ,DMO, which oversees
government’s debt issuances
and management, had at the
weekend closed applications for a
Two-Year FGN Savings Bond due
January 19, 2024 and a ThreeYear FGN Savings Bond due
January 19, 2025. The coupon
or interest rate for the two-year
bond was 7.542% yearly while
the three-year bond carried a
coupon of 8.542% per annum.

The government plans to raise
between N140 billion and N160
billion in February 2022 through
another reopening of its 12.50%
FGN January 2026 bond and a
reopening of the new 20-year
long-term bond due for maturity
in 2042 billed for auction this
Wednesday.
The February 2022 issuance
programme will be repeated in
March 2022 to raise between
N140 billion and N160 billion
through reopening of the 12.50%
FGN January 2026 bond and the
20-year January 2042 bond.
The Federal Government
plans to spend N17.13 trillion
under the 2022 national
budget, 18% higher than the
2021 budget. This includes
recurrent, non-debt, expenditure
of N6.91 trillion or 40% of
total expenditure and capital
expenditure of N5.96 trillion or
35% of total expenditure. Debt
servicing is estimated at N3.61
trillion, about 21% of total
expenditure or 34% of total
revenue projection.
However, the government
projected total revenue of N10.74

trillion in 2022, leaving a deficit
of N6.39 trillion. Government
is expected to issue additional
Eurobonds and domestic bonds,
including its raving Sukuk bond
Latest report by the DMO
showed that Nigeria’s public debt
stock stood at N38.01 trillion
in the third quarter of 2021.
External debt stood at N15.57
trillion or 41% of total public
debt while domestic debt stood
at N22.43 trillion or 59% of total
public debt.
Both the government and
private sector experts agreed that
Nigeria will remain significantly
dependent on borrowings
to finance its budget in the
meantime
“We do not see any respite
to debt accumulation over
the medium term, given our
expectation that increased
borrowings will be required to
plug the rising fiscal deficit. Our
prognosis is hinged on continued
revenue
underperformance
relative to the budget
and persistent increase in
expenditure”, Cordros Capital
stated.

Danbatta Urges Youths To Lead , Embrace, Utilize ICT

BY MARIAM SANNI

Reckoning that 70% of the
new value to be created in the
economy over the next decades
will be based on digitally-enabled
platform business models, the
Executive Vice-Chairman, EVC,
of the Nigerian Communications
Commission,
NCC,
has
stated unequivocally that it
is focused on implementing
all sectoral interventions
focused on Information and
Communication Technology,
ICT, youth empowerment. Prof.
Umar Danbatta.
Danbatta
made
this
declaration while delivering
the 10th and 11th combined
Convocation
Lecture
of
Fountain University, Osogbo,
Osun State.
He asserted that the resolve
of the Commission to pursue

a bouquet of ICT programmes
focused on the youth is based
on the projected opportunity for
the youth in the emerging ICTbased labour market.
Danbatta recalled that
statistics from Global System
for Mobile Communication
Association, GSMA, and the
World Economic Forum, WEF,
have indicated that unique
mobile subscriptions are
expected to grow up to 5.7 billion
by 2025 with concurrent growth
in Subscriber Identity Module
,SIM, connections, and Internet
subscriptions and corresponding
growth in operators’ revenue
and investment.
The CEO of NCC also said
that Fourth Generation ,4G,
connections are expected to
grow to 57%; Fifth Generation
,5G, is also envisaged to have
1.8 billion connections; usage

of smartphones are projected to
grow to 81%; Internet of Things
,IoT, will grow from 13.1 billion
to 24 billion connections; and
contribution to Gross Domestic
Product ,GDP, by the mobile
industry is expected to grow by,
at least, 5.1% by 2025.
The implications of the
foregoing,
according
to
Danbatta, are a huge, incredible
opportunity for youth to own
businesses.
“Therefore, while NCC is
working collaboratively and
strategically with its supervising
ministry, Federal Ministry of
Communications and Digital
Economy, it is also working
with young Nigerians to prepare
them for harnessing these
opportunities for personal and
national prosperity. It is this
huge prospect that informed
NCC to institute a number of

initiatives and interventions
targeting the youth in a
unique and unprecedented
institutionalization of strategic
collaboration and partnership”,
he said.
The programmes, according
to Danbatta, include the ICT
Hubs Support and Engagement,
which is a forum that brings
together key players, actors and
the youths in Nigerian techecosystem to deliberate and
suggest policy framework and
strategies that could further
develop the sector to catalyze
improved local content in the
ICT/telecommunications sector.
There is also the annual ICT
Innovation Competition and
Exhibition aimed at facilitating
sustainable digital start-ups
development through a platform
to showcase their digital
innovative solutions.

Reports
On Shares
Allotment

MTN Nig Plc has stated
that the report making
rounds of the intention to
provide the information
on the allotment of shares
purchased from the just
concluded offer for sale
program is not from the
company.
This was disclosed
by the company today,
through a notice signed by
the company’s secretary,
Uto
Ukpanah,
and
filed with the Nigerian
Exchange Limited , NGX.
The company stated
that its attention has
been drawn to such
media reports which did
not emanate from the
company.
The notice read, “The
attention of MTN Nigeria
Communications Plc has
been drawn to the media
reports purporting to
provide
information
on the allotment of
shares from the recently
concluded offer for
sale of some of MTN
International ,Mauritius,
Limited’s shares held in
MTN Nigeria”.
The information being
reported did not emanate
from the company. The
Securities and Exchange
Commission’s
review
process is ongoing and
an announcement will
be made by the Company
once
all
regulatory
approvals have been
obtained,” it continued.
In December 2021,
the telecommunications
company revealed that
it will be offering the
575 million shares held
by MTN Group to retail
investors at N169 per
share. The offer opened on
December 1, 2021 by 8:00
am and closed at 5:00 pm
on the 14th of December
14, 2021.
According
to
the
disclosure, the minimum
subscription was 20
shares and thereafter in
multiples of 20 shares.
The offer included a bonus
share of one share for
every 20 shares bought by
a retail investor subject to
maximum bonus shares
of 250 per investor.
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From left: Governors Samuel Ortom of Benue; Darius Ishaku of Taraba; Douye Diri of Bayelsa; Ahmadu Fintiri of Adamawa; Aminu Tambuwal of Sokoto; Nyesom Wike of Rivers; Ifeanyi Okowa
PHOTO: Chidi Ohalete/JAU/NAN
of Delta; Seyi Makinde of Oyo; Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi of Enugu; and Bala Mohammed of Bauchi States at the PDP Governor’s forum in Port Harcourt, yesterday.

2023: Middle Belt Insists On Power Shift
BY CALEB ISHAYA

Middle Belt Forum, MBF, has said there are
subterranean forces aimed at frustrating the
power shift arrangement to the South in 2023.
Its national president, Dr. Pogu Bitrus,
in a statement issued yesterday said, “The
attention of the Middle Belt Forum, MBF, has
been drawn to the communiqué issued at the
end of a meeting convened by the Northern
Elders Forum under the auspices of Northern
Leaders of Thought, NLT, over opposition to
power rotation to the South in 2023.
“Considering the circumstances under which
the group met and membership of those who

Bitrus

attended the meeting on January 15, 2022 at
the Arewa House in Kaduna, it is clear that there
are subterranean forces aimed at frustrating the
power shift arrangement to the South in 2023”.
According to the statement, by May 2023,
President Muhammadu Buhari, a northerner,
should have completed two tenures of four
years each as provided for in the Nigerian
Constitution, stressing that to insist that
another northerner should continue in power
beyond May 2023 amounts to violating the
arrangement on power shift that has become
the norm since the return of democracy in May
1999.
“As the umbrella organisation for all ethnic
nationalities in the Middle Belt Forum, the
MBF is confident that Nigeria is blessed with
competent and qualified persons from all
sections of the country who can offer altruistic
leadership in advancing national development.
Since 1999, power shift has not only ensured
equity in power-sharing procedure between the
North and south; it has also reduced tension
amongst Nigeria’s diverse ethnic groups in the
struggle for power. After a careful perusal of the
communiqué issued at the end of a hurriedly
packaged meeting by the NLT, it is evidently
clear that there is a grand ploy to truncate
power shift to the south by 2023”, the group
said.
It would be recalled that after their
consultative meeting that took place in
September 2021 in Akwanga, Nasarawa State,
the forum did not only express its resounding
support for power rotation to the South, it

also noted that for fairness to hold sway, it was
necessary for power to return to the South in
2023.
The statement explained that it’s position was
hinged on the fact that the power rotation has
tremendously assisted in mitigating political
tension by creating a platform for powersharing in the country, saying that as it has
always declared in the past, the MBF restated
that any threat against power shift to the south
in 2023 is akin to courting frightening dangers
to the unity and progress of Nigeria.
The statement said that it stands for justice
and freedom for all, assuring that the MBF
is completely against the NLT’s opposition
to power shift in 2023 and those who met
in Kaduna at the weekend must halt further
attempts to create political turmoil for our
nation.
It said that members of the NLT are not
political leaders as they are forerunners of some
nebulous political forces determined to foist
fiery dark clouds over our country’s political
skies, saying that to insist that the powersharing arrangement should be jettisoned
now is an open invitation to anarchy that may
ultimately lead to the breakup of the country.
“We need to remind Nigerians that the
Middle Belt has always insisted that power must
shift to the South in 2023. In the event that
the South is unable to present a presidential
candidate, we have confirmed our readiness
to support the emergence of a presidential
candidate of the Middle Belt extraction for
the 2023 polls. We are in agreement with the

southern socio-cultural groups in the struggle
for power shift to the South in 2023”, it said.
It added, “Under President Buhari-led
administration, Nigerians are witnessing one of
their worst moments. With insecurity ravaging
many parts of Nigeria, poor economic policies
by the current administration have reduced
our nation into the global headquarters of
poverty”.
The statement noted that not only are there
hundreds of communities in the Middle Belt
sub-region destroyed and completely taken
over by foreign invaders, thousands of their
people have been massacred in cold blood as
deadly herdsmen and other criminals continue
to unleash their dreadful reign of terror on
defenseless Nigerians.
It explained that the Middle Belt sub-region
is convinced that President Buhari has not
demonstrated enough courage and political
will to confront these monsters of insecurity,
adding that it is clear that only power shift
offers an opportunity to deal with these terror
gangs that are alleged to enjoy the support of
some rogue northern politicians yet to be
exposed by the government.
The group called on political parties to
disregard the chicanery of these leaders of the
so-called North and their opposition to zoning
in 2023, saying that those who gathered in
Kaduna last weekend were political jobbers
engaged in carrying the commands of their
masters that are lurking in the shadows.
Therefore, the communiqué of that meeting
should be contemptuously ignored.
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APC National Convention Will
Hold In February – Governors
BY MUYIWA OYINLOLA

Progressives Governors Forum, PGF, an
umbrella body of governors ruling on the
platform of the All Progressives Congress, APC,
has given assurance that the party’s National
Convention will be held in February.
Gov. Atiku Bagudu of Kebbi and Chairman of
the PGF gave the assurance while speaking with
journalists at the end of a closed door meeting
on Sunday night in Abuja.
Bagudu, who did not give a specific date for
the event, said the February date as approved
by President Muhammadu Buhari was
sacrosanct and still feasible for the conduct of
the event.
He added that the APC Caretaker and Extraordinary Convention Planning Committee ,
CECPC, as an organ of the party, was in the
best position to announce the specific date for
the convention.
“We are one group of stakeholders in the
party and our party respects institutions.
The appropriate organ of the party that will
announce a date for the national convention

is the CECPC”, he said.
Bagudu said the meeting passed a vote of
confidence on the Buni-led CECPC and two
other governors, Gov. Muhammed Bello of
Niger State and Gov. Gboyega Oyetola of Osun
State.
He noted that the governors had done an
incredible job of running the party successfully
and had mobilised people into the party fold,
saying that the PGF was very happy with their
conduct.
“We discussed our upcoming convention
which you would recall I had caused to address
the press after we visited President Buhari in
November 2021 where the president and the
party agreed that the convention would take
place in February.
“We took inputs about the reviews and we
noted all the misrepresentations in the press
that we seek to correct that the PGF is one
united body as you can see evidently from the
attendance” ,Bagudu said.
He explained that the forum’s decision
was unanimous, adding that it was united
behind the president and the party’s caretaker

Bagudu

committee.
Recall that pressure has been on the APC
Buni-led CECPC to fix a specific date for the
party’s national convention following Buhari’s
approval that the event be held in February.

Some of the party’s critical stakeholders had
in the last few weeks engaged the caretaker
committee over the delay to announce the
venue and exact date for the convention.
Dr Salihu Lukman, the PGF DirectorGeneral, recently called on members of the
committee to resign their positions if they
would not be able to conduct the party’s
national convention in February.
New members of the party’s National
Working Committee, NWC, are expected to be
elected at the convention to manage its affairs
which was presently being managed by the
CECPC.
Those in attendance at the meeting included
the Governors of Borno State Babagana Zulum,
Jigawa State Mohammad Abubakar, Ondo
State Rotimi Akeredolu, Niger State Abubakar
Bello, Kaduna State Nasir El-Rufai, Ekiti State
Kayode Fayemi, Kogi State Yahaya Bello.
Others were the governors of Cross River,
Ogun, Zamfara, Ebonyi, Osun, Lagos, Imo,
Plateau, Kano and Nasarawa States.
The Deputy Governor of Anambra State,
Nkemakonam Okeke also was at the meeting.

Electoral Act: Overriding President Buhari
Is Not Best Option, Jega Tells NASS
Jibrin

Tinubu Groups
Canvass Support
For Buhari
BY MUYIWA OYINLOLA

Members of the support groups for the
presidential aspiration of former Lagos State
Governor, Ashiwaju BolaTinubu, have been
urged to show overwhelming support for the
administration of President Muhammadu
Buhari.
Director General, Tinubu Support
Management Council, Hon. Abdulmumin
Jibrin, who gave this charge said this is
important to allow Buhari and his team to give
the nation the best they have to offer.
The politician spoke yesterday, in Abuja on
the occasion where the various support groups
agreed to merge as one single group ahead of
the forthcoming national convention of the
All Progressives Congress, APC.
The groups are to work together to ensure
that Tinubu secures the party ticket and as
well ensure he wins the 2023 presidential
election.
Speaking on the occasion, Jibrin said “I
think something is very important. One,
we must continue to support President
Muhamadu Buhari

Former Chairman of the Independent
National Electoral Commission, INEC,
Prof Attahiru Jega, on Sunday told the
National Assembly that overriding President
Muhammadu Buhari over the Electoral Act
amendment Bill is not the best option.
Jega said this on Sunday at the Citizens’
Town Hall Electoral Bill 2021, organised by
Yiaga Africa and partners.
According to him, the country will be better
off if it goes into the next election with a new
electoral law because it will enhance the
integrity and the preparation of conduct of
elections.
He said that the Bill contained quite a lot of
good things that could enhance the integrity
of the electoral process apart from issues of
direct primaries because Nigeria has not had
a substantive improvement on the electoral
law since 2010.
“On direct primaries, clearly the electoral
process will have better integrity if we do
direct primaries appropriately, Members of
the National Assembly know that governors
manipulate the indirect primaries and think
that if they move into direct primaries they
will be able to free themselves from that kind
of manipulation.
“However, we need to interrogate this
situation very well, so my suggestion is to
give INEC the law to begin preparation for
the 2023 elections.
“The simplest way to do that is not to
override the president but to drop the issue
of direct primaries until we can ensure that
parties can really hold direct primaries.
“You cannot throw the baby away with the
bath water, so let’s not because of the direct
primary miss out on other good things in the
law.
“This is so that we can have a law that can
be assented to, so that INEC can prepare for
the 2023 elections’’, he said.
Jega urged the National Assembly to do the

needful rather than contemplating overriding
the President by removing the contentious
provisions.
Governor of Nasarawa State, Abdullahi
Sule, in his remarks, said that the 36 State
Governors are not afraid of direct primaries
as being alleged by some Nigerians.
Sule, however, said that what they opposed
was a method that could limit the choices of
the people.
“In the APC constitution, we have three
options: consensus, direct primaries and
indirect primaries.
“The option should be left open and that it
would not be a surprise that some parties may
even adopt direct primaries.
“Governors are happy with the
contributions made into the bill and from
what I have heard, everyone is saying the
same thing, so the issue of the direct primaries
should be removed.
“I am not the closest to the president but
working with the president all this while, I
can say that President Buhari would sign the
bill into law once the right things are done,’’
he said.
The President of the Nigerian Bar
Association , NBA, Olumide Akpata, expressed
disappointment at how things turned out with
the Bill.
Akpata said that everything about the
Electoral bill spelt progress but the right steps
needed to be taken to get it right by thinking
before implementation.
“Am saddened that everything is not going
to work and then we go back to square zero.
“Everything about the bill spells progress
for the country. The bill should have been
passed long ago.
“The president and the National Assembly
being the same party should have ironed this
out to avoid this logjam”.
He advised the National Assembly to take
out the provision of direct primaries and

transmit the bill immediately to the president
for assent.
The Executive Director, Yiaga Africa,
Samson Itodo, said that Nigeria had about
399 days until the 2023 elections and the
timely passage of the bill would be in the
interest of deepening democracy and national
development.
Itodo said that anything other than that
would rob Nigerians the opportunity of
implementing important innovations for the
forthcoming FCT council elections and the
governorship election in Ekiti and Osun States.
On her part, Samuela Isopi, EU Ambassador
to Nigeria and ECOWAS, said that it is in the
interest of democratic development to get the
electoral laws right.
“What is good for Nigeria is good for the
world”, she said.
On his part, the Executive Director, The
Albino Foundation, Jake Ekpelle, said that
the law would enhance inclusivity and help
Persons with Disability ,PWDs, exercise their
franchise unlike before.
Ekpelle said that he never voted till he
was 58 years old because PWDs were always
disenfranchised but with the new law INEC
would care for the PWDs’ interest.
“Now that the new bill mandates INEC to
ensure that PWDs are mainstreamed into
the nation’s electoral system, I hope to see a
time when PWDs would be elected as deputy
governors, governors, vice-president and one
day be elected the president of Nigeria”, he
said.
Also, the National Chairman, Inter Party
Advisory Council , IPAC, Engr. Yabagi Sani, said
the National Assembly didn’t carry political
parties and other stakeholders along.
He said in spite of the advancement of
democracy in the United States, it still operates
a delegate system and not direct primaries;
hence the lawmakers should remove the
contentious clauses.
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Abia APC: I Belong
To No Faction,
Says Orji Kalu
BY MUYIWA OYINLOLA

Chief Whip of the Senate, Sen.
Orji Kalu has said that he doesn’t
belong to any group, faction or
sub-division in the All Progressives
Congress, APC, in Abia.
Kalu in a statement issued
yesterday in Abuja by Orji Kalu
Media Office, stressed that Abia
chapter of the APC is one.
Reacting to his absence at the
APC reconciliation meeting, Kalu
emphasised that he is not working
with the Peoples Democratic Party,
PDP, to sabotage the chances of
the APC in 2023 general elections.
While noting that the ideals of
the APC are anchored on probity,
transparency and accountability,
kalu said the party would not allow
any individual (s) hijack the party
structure.
According to him, the party
is for the majority and not any
individual, who doesn’t have what
it takes to win elections.
Kalu faulted those referring
card carrying members of APC
as members of Orji Kalu group,
adding that divisions are not
allowed in the party.
He emphasised that the APC
in Abia would not be allowed to
be hijacked by a minority with no
electoral value.
Kalu urged the Chairman,
APC National Reconciliation
Committee, Sen. Abdullahi
Adamu to ignore false claims in
some quarters, stressing that he
remains a committed, selfless,
dedicated and loyal chieftain of
the party.
“It
is
unfortunate,
disheartening and wicked that
a minority in Abia , who don’t
have the capacity to win elections
can make false and defamatory
statements against Sen. Orji Kalu.
“Kalu during the 2019 general
elections used his resources to
win seats in the national assembly
despite the stiff resistance by the
PDP-led Abia Government.
“Kalu has sustained his
leadership in APC in Abia by
consistently deploying human and
financial resources to galvanise
grassroots support for the party.
“During the 2019 general
elections, the former governor
won his senatorial seat and
supported in clinching victory
for two seats in the House of
Representatives and provided
huge support for the APC
gubernatorial candidate.
“Kalu will not join issues with
anyone as he will not allow people
without electoral value distract
him from focusing on delivering
the dividends of democracy to the
people.

Adamu

Aggrieved APC Stakeholders
Will Reunite –Adamu
BY DAVID CHRISTOPHER, LAFIA

Senator Abdullahi Adamu-led
National Reconciliatory Committee
of the All Progressive Congress,
APC is said to be recording a
significant amount of success in
the discharge of its duties in almost

all the state’s it visited across the
country.
Chairman of the Committee
Senator
Abdullahi
Adamu,
APC Nasarawa West, made the
disclosure while speaking with
the political programme of the
Voice of America, Hausa Service,

monitored by our correspondent in
Lafia, during the weekend where he
expressed his satisfaction with the
remarkable success the committee
was able to achieve despite all odds.
He stated that so far so good as
many stakeholders were reconciled
and have already cut the olive
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branch as well as embraced each
other and have started or resolved
to join hands and work together as
a team in the general interest of the
party and Nigeria as a whole.
“In fact, many stakeholders
from the various states visited by
the committee have agreed with
the reconciliatory efforts and have
also embraced each other with the
resolve to work together as a team
by putting the general interest of
the party and our country Nigeria
at the front burner”, he explained.
Adamu, who is also the first
civilian governor of the Nasarawa
State and the Chairman Senate
Committee on Agriculture and
Rural Development, expressed
the optimism that even those that
were already in litigations would
either be encouraged or prevailed
upon to withdraw their cases or
they would also withdraw their
cases voluntarily so as to embrace
the reconciliatory efforts of the
committee which he assured that all
would be done justly and amicably.
“We have the optimism that
even those that engaged in various
litigation especially in Kano and
other places would withdraw their
cases before the courts and come to
join hands with our reconciliatory
committee for an amicable and just
reconciliatory exercise so as to build
peace and cordiality in our party”,
he stressed.
While appealing to the teeming
stakeholders of the APC to avail
themselves with the efforts of the
reconciliatory efforts, he assured
that the committee would always
ensure justice, equity and fairness
to all in the general interest of peace
and unity of both the party and
Nigeria as a whole.

...Chieftain Makes Case For Tinubu Presidency
BY CALEB ISHAYA

As the 2023 presidential election
is heating up, Abdullahi Bello, a
former Kogi State Acting Governor,
has declared his Support for
Senator Bola Ahmed Tinubu for the
presidential position.
Hon Abdullahi Bello who is
a Board of Trustee Member of
the Bola Ahmed Tinubu Support
Vanguard, BATS-V in Kogi State,
and also a senior member of the
‘Tinubu Support Group’ TSG,
hereby express his gratitude
to Tinubu for his courageous
declaration to run for the highest
office in our country, Nigeria.
Bello said in a press statement
that Tinubu is the right candidate
to heal Nigeria’s brokenness and
bring the Nation back onto the path
of progress.
“Our leadership requirements at
this moment are that combination
of business, commerce, social
and political wisdom to navigate
Nigeria forms her present status,
and to these we hold you in highest
respect”.

“You have personally informed
our leader, President Buhari of
your intent to show your values of
respect and honor to established
leadership.
“Nigeria will be greater, united,
progressive and in peaceful coexistence under your leadership
in-shaa Allah. Its appreciation time
and we will work tirelessly towards
your victory from now and beyond
2023”.
The former acting governor noted
that Nigerians have been eagerly
awaiting Tinubu’s declaration for
the office of President, and now
that he has declared, they will be
on the road working tirelessly for
his victory.
“What Tinubu did during our
party’s convention in Lagos that
produced President Buhari as
our candidate is not and will not
be forgotten by most of us who
were physically present at that
convention? So, it’s reward time”.
“Tinubu is akin to a large whale
in an enclosed pool, which is APC.
And now that he has declared,
all other political masquerading

mushrooms must necessarily take
cover so that proper action can
be taken to ensure the smooth
emergence of Chief Tinubu as not
only our party’s candidate for 2023
general elections, but to achieve our
overall victory at the polls.
“He is a bridge builder, a
successful tactician and a passionate
leader.
Look at the political arrangement
in Lagos which can best be likened

Tinubu

to mini-Nigeria. That is, Nigerians
from other states have their dreams
successfully actualised due to his
leadership model, irrespective of
their religious beliefs.
“Finally, some few people speak
negatively about his age, and to
this we say that, Distinguished Sen
Tinubu is not older than President
Biden of the United States. What we
see are his outstanding qualities of
resounding accomplishments”.
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BMNA: Organizers Laud
Awardees, Assure Of Grand Future
BY ANIEFIOK OBONG, YENAGOA

It is no longer news that the third edition
of the prestigious Bayelsa Media Network
Awards, BMNA, has been concluded, but
its glitz and razzmatazz has continued to
reverberate in all the nooks and crannies
of the state.
Recipients of the awards were elated,
even as they expressed surprise at the
independent monitoring of their works
and their emergence as winners of the
different categories of awards.
They applauded the quality of job done
amidst the challenges that culminated to
the mind blowing success of the event.
Relishing the success which was not
without challenges, the Project Manager,
Mr Blessing Matthew, who expressed
deep appreciation to all the awardees
who turned out in their numbers, said
their esteemed presence contributed
immensely to the success of BMNA.
He seized the opportunity to solicit
the support of the awardees towards
his vision to build BMNA House to
accommodate the envisaged size of guests
in subsequent editions (comprising
awardees, families, friends and drivers
of the public and private sector).
He noted that the number of guests
at this year’s edition held at the
State Council of the Nigeria Union of
Journalists, (NUJ, was more than the hall
could accommodate, stressing that it was
expected and this inundated his call for
funding to ensure that the next edition
holds at the BMNA House/Galleria.
Mr Matthew enjoined the awardees to

continue to sustain the positive impact
made in shaping the society.
He noted that BMNA does not call for
materials from recipients, rather the
team embarks on independent checks
and only those that meet their criteria
would be sent nominations and the best
eventually emerge as winners in the
various categories of the awards.
The organizer urged those that
narrowly missed the awards to intensify
efforts in their various ventures, impact
on lives and make the society a lot
better ahead of the fourth edition, as
they might be successful.
Matthew thanked the eventual
winners of the various categories of
awards including Senator Douye Diri,
Governor of Bayelsa State, Man of
the Year, His Eminence, Mingi the

“

Recipients of the awards
were elated, even as they
expressed surprise at the
independent monitoring
of their works and their
emergence as winners of
the different categories
of awards

12th, King Edmund Daukoru, Best
Traditional Ruler of the Year, Gentle
Emelah, Best Commissioner of the Year,
HRM Josephine Diete Spiff, Symbol
of Hope for the Girl-Child, Women
and Elderly, Mr Samuel Numonengi,
Media Personality of the Year, Mr Ebi
Ozegbe, Best Publisher in Bayelsa
State, Comrade Ndiomu Bipre John,
Best Union Leader in the Niger Delta,
Domaris Gardens and Suites, Best Hotel
in Bayelsa State.
Others are Tare Pet Montessori
Schools, Best Private School in
Bayelsa State, Mrs Elaweremi Ezougha
Ekeremor, Best Principal of the
Year, Mrs Sele Alaere Olotu, Best
Administrator of Public Secondary
School in Bayelsa State, Mr Sibisi
Kelvin Yerindideke, Best Discovery
Indigenous Entrepreneur, Community
Comprehensive Secondary School,
Biogbolo/Yenezuegene, Best Public
Secondary School in Bayelsa State,
Commander Felix George, Hunter
Council of Nigeria, Best Security Officer
of the Year 2021, Mr Ibeh Nnaemeka
Prince, CEO Prince Emporium, Best
Entrepreneur of the Year, Comrade
Laye Julius, Chairman of TUC,
Best Union Leader in Bayelsa State,
Prophet Lulu Ekpokeme Kelvin of
His Grace Ambassadors Fire Ministry
International, Prophet of the Year,
Professor Benedict Binebai, Best
Lecturer of the Year and also Voice of
the Niger Delta, Brikari Limited, Best
Indigenous Company of 2021, Stanley
Damabide, Legal Voice of the Year, Mr.

Bright Ayebakari, CEO Brikari Limited,
Best Administrator of the Year, Alhaja
Mujidat Olaniyi, CEO Lady B Amala
Joint, Ambassador of Peace in Bayelsa
State, South Coast Bar and Lounge, Best
Entertainment Destination.
They are: Dengiye Ubarugu, Chairman
Kolokuma/Opokuma Local Government
Area,Poubeni Ogun, Mr Isah Enemaku,
Kabiyesi Adesoye Oluwaloni, Professor
Brisibe Seiyefa,Paul Ebikeseiye, Nengi
James Foundation, Bishop Mike and
Faith Okpokpor, Dr Anyens Adogu, Mr
Elekele Roland, Sgt Michael Godstime,
Mr Tulagha Solomon, Mr Esekpa Ofem,
Oyins Egrenbido, Ijeoma Mbama,
Debbie Diamond, Debetimi Goodborn,
Ruth Egbejule, Awe Baratuapere Dasme,
Ebinimi Zitimiyola, Jacobson Park,
Fyncountry David, Joseph Kunde,
Ojemba Sunday, Laff syrup, DJ Abdullahi,
Mr Ekeuwei Thomas, Mrs Pattens Fidelia,
Mrs Smith Egbe, Eunice Nnachi, Mr
Awilo Akanni Azeez, Moscow Fashion
Academy, Geli Engineering Enterprise,
Family Care Hospital, Rhythm FM 94.7,
People’s FM 93.1
He, however, assured that more
interesting innovations will be
introduced, as this would spice up the
fourth edition, even as he urged leaders
in the public and private sectors to be
expectant.
Highpoint of the grand event was the
presentation of ten bags of rice and a
financial token to some widows by the
wife of the first military governor of old
Rivers State, Mrs Josephine Diete Spiff
to improve their welfare.
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Mitigating Nigeria’s Human Freedom Deficit

R

anking 123rd on the Human
Freedom Index, HFI, may not ring
in our ears as an emergency call for
things to change. But it certainly
counts for those looking at the
country from outside with the willingness
and capacity to invest. To exit the current
economic mess we wallow in, Nigeria must
take the HFI seriously. Without such radical
seriousness, the country would only rank
worse on the 2022 HFI.

In the recently published 2021 HFI authored by
experts at the Cato Institute and Fraser Institute,
Nigeria placed 123rd among 165 countries and
territories ranked in the study. One relatable
consequence of this poor placement is that an
individual is more likely to experience police
brutality and other state repressions in Nigeria
than in Uganda, Niger, or Haiti, all ranked higher
than Nigeria. But Nigeria is the architect of its
embarrassment. The deplorable state of press
freedom, the brutal killings precipitated by
religious extremism and inter-ethnic violence,
and the continued invasion of private farmlands
by Fulani herders, are some of the problems
eroding human freedom. Unfortunately, Nigeria
could keep sliding more deeply into the category
of ‘unsafe places’ through the next few years,
should specific institutional changes remain
elusive.
Indeed, the average Nigerian may not see why
this report demands serious attention. After all,
it doesn’t explain why the country’s economy is
in such a bad state and offers no remedy in that
regard. But I’d like to suggest to such readers that
the HFI is as indicative of the country’s economic
situation as any other economy-focused study.
Apart from many of the security and legal
problems identified in the report having direct
links to the economic strengths or collapse of
affected individuals and communities, it is also
the case that the best-placed countries in the HFI
are the most economically prosperous.

Buhari
It is not a coincidence that the least ranked
countries on the HFI are equally the least
economically developed. The trick is that
the freer people are to access information or
associate, the likelihood of finding reasons to
trade. Trade, however, is the main ingredient
of economic development. Without trade, state
revenue would be almost non-existent. If there
are no revenues, funding national budgets
would be virtually impossible. And budgets, in
turn, translate into the ability of governments
to spend on the essential infrastructure that
aids life. This chain reaction also applies to the
private sector. Without trade, there wouldn’t be
businesses. The absence of businesses means no
jobs and no income for the labour force.
Meanwhile, the ability of the state and private
businesses to trade is contingent upon the
existence of a safe environment and the rule
of law. Nigeria may continue to lose revenues
to fund national budgets, and the labour
force would run out of jobs if the country fails
to address problems like insecurity and the
violation of press freedom drastically.
The criminalisation of actions, including
blasphemy, the use and possession of

cannabis, unapproved political gatherings,
homosexuality, among others, are necessary cuts
to the Constitution. The Constitution should also
include more amendments that would make the
punishment for corruption among state officials
heavier than the punishment for non-violent
crimes committed by regular citizens.
A good place to start this clean-up is the
constitution. It is the basis of Nigeria’s poor
human freedom record. The 1999 Constitution, in
its amended state, contains numerous provisions
that favour those in proximity to power over
the populace. In contrast, the true strength
of any good constitution lies in its ability to
protect the weak and bring the wanting powerful
to account. The criminalisation of actions,
including blasphemy, the use and possession
of cannabis, unapproved political gatherings,
homosexuality, among others, are necessary cuts
to the Constitution. The Constitution should also
include more amendments that would make the
punishment for corruption among state officials
heavier than the punishment for non-violent
crimes committed by regular citizens.
If these changes fail to happen, potential
foreign investors may consider going to other
countries with infrastructures to prevent human
rights abuses. We’ve seen an unprecedented
exodus of multinational corporations from
Nigeria to countries like Ghana and the Benin
Republic in the last decade. It is one reason
why state revenue has significantly plummeted
in the past few years. Even state investors like
China and Turkey are now looking at other West
African countries as employment grounds for
their labour forces. Whether it is a good headache
or not, the bottom line is that no good foreign
investor would be willing to spend millions of
dollars to erect a plant or a corporate building in
an oppressive country.
Ibrahim Anoba is a fellow at the Center
for African Prosperity at the Atlas Network
and managing editor at African Liberty.
He tweets via @Ibrahim_Anoba. (Courtesy
Premium Times)

Dismissed ex-soldier,
1 other to die by
hanging for armed
robbery.

‘Lobatan’!

To gunmen
who abducted 15
persons in Kulho
Village in Masegu Local
Government of Niger
State recently. The state
is becoming a hotbed for
gangsters trying to ruin
its peace.
Be warned!
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