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EKITI PDP CRISIS DEEPENS

Petition Trails Udom
Emmanuel’s C’ttee
Supervision of congresses by A’Ibom Gov unacceptable over ties with Fayose – Segun Oni, others
Say plot to sell party real
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INEC fixes Ekiti East 1 State Constituency election for June 18

Buhari Writes Niger Govt, Orders Decisive Military Operations Against Bandits
BY CALEB ISHAYA, ABUJA

President Muhammadu Buhari
has again directed the military
to respond robustly to cases
of killings and kidnappings by
bandits in Niger State and to
give effect to strategic objectives
through the use of force.

Senior Special Assistant to
the President on Media and
Publicity, Malam Garba Shehu,
who revealed this in a statement
yesterday in Abuja, said the
directive was handed over to the
Defence Headquarters by the
president.
According to Shehu, the

president stated that military
operations had become necessary
to check the continued attacks on
communities in Niger by bandits
and remnants of Boko Haram
terrorists fleeing theaters of war
in the North-West and NorthEast.
In a message to the government

and people of Niger, the president
said “I will like to express sincere
sympathies to the government
and people of the state following
recent security incidents.
“The federal government is
willing to strengthen support and
cooperation with all the states.
“I believe that with the full

NEWS

Police in Nasarawa State
have arrested a 43-year-old
man for allegedly raping an
80 year-old woman.
A statement signed
by the Police Public
Relations Officer, PPRO,
ASP Ramhan Nansel,
confirmed this in Lafia,
yesterday.
The statement said a
complaint was lodged

at Garaku Division on
January 14 at about
22:30pm.
According
to
the
statement, the accused
was one 43-year-old
Dan’asabe Eddo, an
indigene of Kaduna State,
but resident in Kundami
village, Garaku, Lokonga
Local Government Area
of Nasarawa State.
CONTINUE ON PAGE 10 Alkali
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Buhari Unveils
Rice Pyramids
Tomorrow In
Abuja
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BY DAVID CHRISTOPHER, LAFIA

12 Burnt Alive
In Adamawa
Auto Crash
NEWS
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Police Arrest Man For Raping
80-year-old Woman In Nasarawa

Ousted Malian
President Dies
At 76
NEWS

PAGE 10

serving and retired heroes paid tribute to their fallen colleagues and
celebrated themselves for serving the nation meritoriously.
Indeed, the moment presented a spiritual uplift as Prayers were
offered by Christian and Muslim clerics for the peaceful repose of
the souls of the departed and for national cohesion.
As was the custom, the President laid a wreath on the tomb of the
“Unknown Soldier” as a mark of respect to the fallen heroes who
paid the supreme price to preserve the nation’s territorial integrity
and peace globally.

Remembrance
Day: COAS, Govs
Honour Fallen
Heroes
NEWS
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Remembering The Fallen Heroes
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EDITORIAL

n a ceremonial atmosphere, President Muhammadu Buhari on
Saturday, January 15, presided over the 2022 Armed Forces
Remembrance Day in Abuja. He is doing so for the seventh time
and would preside over next year’s event before his tenure elapses.
The event was a climax of activities which began on October
28, 2021 when he launched the “Remembrance Emblem” at the
Presidential Villa, Abuja.
It was a colourful event at the National Arcade, opposite the Eagle
Square in the Three Arms Zone, as the President inspected a Guard
of Honour mounted by detachments of the Nigerian Army, the Navy,
the Air Force and the Nigerian Legion in a rare occasion where these

cooperation of citizens, we will
surely overcome this problem”.
According to him, security
is the responsibility of every
member of the community
and “only through solidarity
and cooperation with law
enforcement agencies can we
defeat the problems finally”.

Emirate Confers
Tittle On Lawan,
Yobe, Kebbi,
Jigawa Govs
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President Muhammadu Buhari laying a wreath, during the 2022 Armed Forces Remembrance Day celebration in Abuja.
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Ousted Malian President Dies At 76
BY AMEH GEORGE, WITH AGENCY REPORT

Ousted President of Mali, Ibrahim
Boubacar Keïta, has died at the age of
76, the BBC reports, quoting family and
former colleagues.
The British broadcaster recalls that
‘‘two years ago he (late Keïta) suffered a
minor stroke but the cause of his death
on Sunday was not immediately clear.
“He died at 09:00 GMT at his home
in the capital Bamako, a member of his
family told AFP news agency.
“Mr Keïta led Mali for seven years
until 2020, when he was ousted in
a coup after huge anti-government

protests over his handling of jihadist
unrest.
“An
economic
crisis
and
disputed elections also fuelled the
demonstrations against his rule,” the
BBC reported yesterday.
The late Malian leader was
involved in politics for more than
three decades, serving as a socialist
prime minister from 1994 to 2000.
He was born to a civil servant
father in the southern city of
Koutiala, the went on to study
literature, history and international
relations in Paris, France.
After which he lived and worked

in France for decades, including
teaching at the University of Paris,
before returning to Mali in 1980,
at first working as an adviser to the
European Development Fund.
Mali has been in the grip of a
security and political crisis since
the outbreak of independence and
jihadist insurgencies in 2012, the
BBC’s Lalla Sy says.
President Keïta went on to be
elected in 2013 on a promise to
“bring peace and security”, winning
by a landslide. Yet his government
failed to put an end to Mali’s grave
security challenges, and he was

ousted by the military in August
2020.
Weeks later, he suffered a minor
stroke and was flown to the United Arab
Emirates for medical treatment.
According to Francophone African
news site Jeune Afrique Mr Keïta
kept a low profile thereafter, living in
Bamako with his wife Aminata who
made frequent trips to Ivory Coast to
visit their sons living there.
Mali’s new military rulers staged
a second coup in May of last year,
announcing a further three-year delay
to elections that were meant to happen
this February.

FG Engages S’Arabian Envoy Over Omicron Ban

Minister of State for Foreign
Affairs, Zubairu Dada, held talks
with the Saudi Arabian envoy
to Nigeria, Faisal Al-Ghamdi,
calling for the removal of travel
restrictions placed on Nigerians
over the Omicron variant of
COVID-19.
Special Assistant on Media to
the minister, Mr Ibrahim Aliyu
disclosed this in a statement
made available to journalists on
Saturday in Abuja.
Dada appealed to Saudi
Authority to as a matter of
urgency review the travel

restrictions it placed on Nigerians
over the Omicron outbreak as
already done by many countries.
He noted that many countries
that had earlier placed bans
on Nigeria had since reversed
their positions having studied
the achievements of Nigeria in
containing the pandemic.
“Although Nigeria understood
fully that the reason for the ban
by Saudi Arabia was for the best
interest of its citizens.
“But the steps taken so far by
Nigerian authorities to curtail
the spread of Omicron have made

it possible for many countries
to consider Nigeria as safe,
removing it from the blacklisted
countries”, the minister stated.
Dada commended the cordial
relationship that has existed
for years between the two
countries.
While expressing optimism for
a timely response on Nigeria’s
request from the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia, Dada pledged to
continue to give the necessary
support and cooperation to the
ambassador.
Al-Ghamdi in his response

expressed satisfaction with
the efforts of the Nigerian
government in containing the
spread of Omicron, promising
to convey its message to the
relevant authorities back home
in Saudi Arabia.
He stated that just like in
Nigeria where there are bodies
in charge of monitoring the fight
against the pandemic, Saudi
Arabia also has similar agencies.
Al-Ghamdi thanked the
minister for his commitment to
improve bilateral relations with
the two countries.

Olubadan-in-Council To
Present Balogun Before
Makinde

Controversy
trailing
the
nomination of the next Olubadan
of Ibadanland ended on Saturday
after a closed door meeting
between the Olubadan-in-Council
and the Oyo State Governor, Seyi
Makinde.
The News Agency of Nigeria
reports that the meeting
summoned by the governor over
the issue of the next Olubadan
was held at the Government House,
Agodi.
Tongues had been wagging as
to who would succeed the late
Olubadan of Ibadanland, Oba Saliu
Adetunji, who died on Sunday,
January 2 aged 93.
The traditional ruler died at the
University College Hospital, UCH,
Ibadan.
Oba Adetunji died few weeks
after the Soun of Ogbomoso and
Asigangan of Igangan joined their
ancestors. NAN reports that Oba
Adetunji, the 41st Olubadan of
Ibadanland, ascended the throne of
his forefathers on March 4, 2016.
Briefing newsmen after the
meeting presided over by the
governor, the Osi Olubadan,
Senator Rashidi Ladoja, said all
matters causing crises over have
been resolved.
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To operate a world class print media
organisation collocated with
positive journalistic ethics and
practices at its peak to our beloved
readers in Nigeria.

MISSION STATEMENT

Our mission is to create hard-breaking national
and international news, as it unfolds. We deliver
unparalleled perspectives across multiple
categories including politics, health, entertainment,
education, classy, judiciary, parliament, foreign
affairs, business, sports and more.

Remembering The Fallen Heroes
FROM COVER

Also laying wreaths were VicePresident Yemi Osinbajo, President
of the Senate Ahmad Lawan; Speaker,
House of Representatives, Femi
Gbajabiamila; Chief Justice of Nigeria,
Justice Ibrahim Tanko; Minister of the
Federal Capital Territory, Mohammed
Bello represented by his Minister of
State, Ramatu Aliyu, and the Minister
of Defence, Major General Bashir
Magashi ,retd.
The traditional three volleys of 21 gun
salute were fired at the event followed
by the signing of the “Remembrance
Day anniversary register” by President
Buhari accompanied by heads of
the other branches of government,
military chiefs and other top officials
of government.
The President, thereafter, released
white pigeons to further cement his
belief in the unity of the nation. The
foregoing were the highlights of the
events aimed at honouring the great
patriots who made sacrifices for the
country without looking back.
We are indeed appreciative of the
invaluable sacrifices of these valiant
Nigerians who made it a sense of
duty to work for others survival. It is
remarkable that these heroes, some
of them still living, have not relented

Who
SAID
What?
IN THE NEWS

“I sacked a governor for
misappropriating N300,000.
Now there are people — we
read in the papers, thank God
there are papers to read and
social media and so on—
who steal N2 billion, N3 billion
and nobody is saying they are
corrupt; only us because we
are military, that is all. “I still
maintain that we are saints. If
you compare somebody who is
accused of stealing N3 billion to
somebody with N300,000 then
I think we are saints.”
– Former Military President,
General Ibrahim Badamasi
Babangida, IBB.

in honouring this yearly event as they
have always converged to give fillip
and colour to the event. It would be
unenviable to do things otherwise, as
these great Nigerians deserve no less
an honour.
AljazirahNigeria
salutes
the
patriotism of the fallen heroes and
living legends who served assiduously
to keep the nation in one piece.
Remarkably, some of them served
in foreign missions all in the drive to
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It is also necessary to also
counsel some members
of the legion whose longstanding complaints
border on the failure
of the authorities to
authenticate their claims
for settlement to revisit
cases with semblance of
credibility.
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uphold our national pride and maintain
dignity in the comity of nations. Their
courage and zest to serve the nation
without let requires no less of a
celebration.
We commend the officials, members
of the Armed Forces and the living
heroes who filed - out to make the
event memorable.
We call on the Federal Government
to continue in its stride to further the
interests of these great Nigerians who
have made immeasurable sacrifices
for the nation’s cohesion. It is on that
note that we urge the government to
be conscientious in handling benefits
and entitlements of these great
patriots whose sacrifices have been
legendary.
It is also necessary to also counsel
some members of the legion whose
long-standing complaints border
on the failure of the authorities
to authenticate their claims for
settlement to revisit cases with
semblance of credibility. While it is
acknowledged that some charlatans
may be within the system trying to
enforce their will on the government,
treating all complaints as immaterial
may not be serving a purposeful end.
Once more, we congratulate our
serving and retired heroes who took
time out to celebrate themselves.
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Editor,
The annual ritual just came again as
the fallen heroes were remembered,
Our soldiers who paid the supreme
price to ensure our unity must be
celebrated in the best fashion. I also
wish that we do not pay lip service
to them. They are heroes indeed
and nothing would too much to
offer them for their sacrifices. Our
country is still standing today
because of their pain.
Jibrin Yahaya.
Abuja
Reply,
Thanks for the concern for our fallen
heroes. They deserve all that is
possible to give to them. They are not
only worthy of celebration, we will
continue to push for outstanding
members of that clan get lifetime
awards.
EDITOR.

Editor,
The promise by the Federal
Capital Administration to clear
the city of filth is still not making
any difference. There is a spot in
Nyanya, where the stench is getting
embarrassing. It further worsening
by the day and nothing is done
by the authorities. The is always
experienced immediately after
the bridge and it calls for urgent
attention before an epidemic breaks.
Samson Ikwo.
Abuja.

PHOTO
OF THE
DAY

“

Egyptian, Cameroon and Nigerian
fans cheering the Super Eagles of
Nigeria to a 3-1 victory over their
Sudanese counterparts during their
group match at the ongoing AFCON
2021 at Garoua in Cameroon on
Saturday.
Photo: Victor Okoye/NAN
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Factors To Determine #NigeriaDecides2023
BY CHIDI ODINKALU

The landscape is still in flux and will
evolve. Nigerians – civics, politicians,
organisations and all – and Nigeria’s
international friends and partners can
enhance the odds on a credible contest
in 2023 by affecting each, some or all
of these factors. The stability of West
Africa and beyond could depend on how
much they succeed or fail in doing so.
Despite recent advances in Malawi
and Zambia, elective government
stutters and sputters to the uncertain
rhythms of pathogens and politicians
across Africa. The onset of 2022 has
served notice that Nigeria’s 2023
general election, #NigeriaDecides2023,
is likely to be the most complex and
most watched in a brutal biennium for
elective governance on the continent.
In Mali and Guinea, these
uncertainties have produced military
coups. In Ethiopia, it has led to a civil
war. The electoral landscape in Africa
over the next biennium reads like
a minefield. Among the countries
scheduled to vote, “Libya, Somalia, Mali,
Guinea, and Chad are all tentatively
scheduled to hold elections that have
been delayed or disrupted by coups or
conflict.” Some of these may slip. The
general elections in Kenya and Angola
in 2022 will also be closely watched.
In 2020, at the beginning of the
COVID-19 pandemic, Steven Levitsky
and Lucan Way wrote that Africa was
increasingly a hotbed of “competitive
authoritarianism”, which they describe
as “a type of regime in which the
coexistence of meaningful democratic
institutions and serious incumbent
abuse yields electoral competition that
is real but unfair.” Nigeria is among the
21 African countries which fall into this
category. The one time there was a let
up in 2015, the country experienced
electoral alternance.
On April 27, 2021, Nigeria’s

Independent National Electoral
Commission, served a 660-day notice
of the date for the next general election,
which will occur on February 18, 2023.
Nigerian politicians like to claim
that an election is a game of numbers.
That is not actually accurate; elections
are about counting and accounting. As
a country, Nigeria has historically not
distinguished itself in either enterprise.
You can have numbers without
counting. In June 2020, Andy Uba
manufactured entirely fictional
numbers for a party primary that took
place only in his imagination to emerge
candidate of the All Progressives
Congress in the governorship election
that took place in Anambra State in
November 2021. In the case of Rtd.
Cpt. Ahmed Haladu Bichi & PDP v.
Alhaji Ibrahim Muazzam & Others,
Petition No. EPT/KNS/HR/29/07,
the election petition tribunal in
Kano accused INEC of indulging in
institutional “abracadabra”. In Chief
(Mrs.) Edith Ejezie v. Hon Ralph Okeke
& Others., Petition No. EPT/AN/NAF/
HR/13/2007, a separate tribunal
in Anambra found INEC guilty of
“generating of results for an election
that did not hold.”
Competitive authoritarianism is a
system that seeks to confer legitimacy
on electoral abracadabra through
mechanisms of incumbency, including
coercion, menace and institutional
forgeries. Electoral abracadabra is not
an event. It is the result of a multisystem process usually set up over an
election cycle. It has many actors and
components, nearly all of them within
the state sector. Whether Nigeria will
continue with this squalid tradition in
2023 will depend on several factors.
Five will be pivotal.
First, the independence of INEC
itself. The year 2023 will put to test
whether INEC has improved from
its default for abracadabra. Electoral

systems at the end of the day are run
by human beings. When they are
crooked or lacking in independence
and integrity, the elections are
compromised. Already there are
reports of “serious concerns in INEC
that preparation for the 2023 general
elections may not command public
confidence.”
The ruling party APC has clearly not
been wanting in intent to compromise
INEC. Last July, the National
Assembly reluctantly rejected the
unlawful nomination for the position
of INEC Commissioner of a cardcarrying member of the President,
Major General Muhammadu Buhari
(retd.)’s ruling APC. The ruling party
has used attrition to get rid of INEC’s
independent commissioners. Credible
sources within INEC report that during
the Anambra governorship election, a
state governor in South-East Nigeria
repeatedly threatened an INEC
Commissioner from the same region
that he would be replaced if he did not
comply with the need for the governor’s
party to corrupt the election. His party
lost the election. The Commissioner has
recently been replaced with a nominee
who is himself a staff of INEC. In 2019,
the regime sought to intimidate the
same commissioner by deploying the
State Security Service to arrest him
in the middle of the general election.
His crime was that he could not be
bought or sold. The Commissioner for
logistics, a retired Air Vice Marshall,
has also been replaced. In July and
August 2022, the tenure of at least 23
Resident Electoral Commissioners will
lapse. Their replacements will have less
than six months to bed in before the
2023 elections. If this trend of replacing
experienced commissioners of integrity
continues, INEC will not be able to
salvage any credibility from the 2023
elections.
Second, technology. INEC has been

quite voluble about the Bi-Modal Voter
Accreditation System as its answer to
Nigeria’s chronic problems of voter
accreditation and ballot collation. This
system had its first major outing in
the Anambra governorship election
last November. BVAS is geospatially
dependent. It is also broadband
dependent and needs 4G to guarantee
functionality. Anambra is Nigeria’s
second smallest state at 4,844 km²,
with a dense population, in which
communities live cheek-by-jowl with
one another. The next two states
in which INEC will audition BVAS
before the 2023 presidential election,
Ekiti (6,353 km²) and Osun (9,251
km²), combine for only 15,604 km² of
landmass or nearly the size of Lagos
State smaller than the smallest state in
northern Nigeria, Gombe State (18,768
km²).
By contrast, Niger State, the biggest
state in (northern) Nigeria at 76,363
km² is about two and a half times the
size of Oyo State, which at 28,454 km²
is the largest state in southern Nigeria
but only the 14th in the country. In
Anambra, INEC could get away with
the electoral frustrations of BVAS but
they are unlikely to do so in Zamfara
State with 39,762 km² or in Taraba
State’s 54,473 km². Despite its evident
geospatial sensitivities, BVAS will only
have been tested in three relatively
small states of southern Nigeria before
the 2023 elections but nowhere in the
North. A situation in which BVAS can
only be deployed in Southern Nigeria in
2023 but not in the North will rather be
problematic, to put it mildly. With 4-G
coverage of Nigeria realistically unlikely
to break 65% in the next year, the
elections could be decided in Nigeria’s
telecommunications blindspots.
Prof Odinkalu, a lawyer and
teacher, can be reached at chidi.
odinkalu@tufts.edu

الجزير نيجيريا
الجزير نيجيريا
ة

www.aljazirahnews.com

The Entrepreneur

Monday, January 17, 2022

ة

...encouraging young entrepreneurs in Nigeria

With RUTH GBAKA

5

Like our facebook page
www.facebook.com/aljazirahnewsng

0810 020 2282

Follow us on twitter
@aljazirahnewsng
e-mail: aljazirahnigeria@gmail.com

NEWS IN BRIEF
Gunmen Abduct 15 In Niger
Niger Police command has confirmed the abduction of 15
persons by some gunmen in Kulho village of Mashegu Local
Government Area of the state.
Police spokesman in the state, DSP Wasiu Abiodun,
confirmed the incident in a statement in Minna yesterday.
Abioudun said that on Jan .14 at about 2 a.m., suspected
bandits attacked Kulho village, a remote community via
Ibbi in Mashegu and abducted 15 persons.
Abiodun also explained that on the same day at about 1
a.m, suspected bandits/terrorists entered Mashegu village
through Jigawa and stole a yet to be ascertained number
of cattle.
He said that a team of police had been drafted to the area
for search and rescue of the abducted victims.

NDLEA Seizes Cash, Arms,
Ammunition, 137.754kg In 7 States
National Drug Law Enforcement Agency, NDLEA, has
arrested a fake security agent, Babagana Ma’aji through
a controlled delivery of 5.6kg cannabis from Lagos in
Plateau.
The Director, Media and Advocacy, NDLEA, Mr Femi
Babafemi, stated this in a statement yesterday in Abuja.
Babafemi said the suspect based in Damaturu, Yobe ,
was nabbed following the interception of a commercial
bus bringing the consignment from Lagos to Gombe in
Mararaban Jos on Jan 8.

Foundation Provides Free
Eye Treatments For 5,000
Anambra Residents

NAFISAT SAKA
MAKEUP ARTIST

Phone Number:
08104168009

Instagram:

@COOKIES_GLAM

Office Address:

Masalashi Junction, along Kaduna
Road, Suleja Gauraka.

Nafisat Saka is a makeup artist that
brings simplicity and class to the
beauty industry, giving customers the
desired look.
As the CEO of “Cookie’s Glam
Makeup”. She is known to give
models and brides that makeover
look that attracts and make them
outstanding. That is why her service
is widely sought after within and
outside Abuja.
Her service includes: bridal shower,
engagement glam, birthday glam,
day to day makeup, gele and autogele, makeup and gele training, pink
lips balms and earrings. She is also
available for home service.
She inspires artists in the fashion
world and hopes to donate her quota
and zeal in job creation.

An NGO, Tropical Gates Foundation for Sustainable
Development, TGFSD, has provided free eye surgeries,
eye glasses and drugs for about 5,000 residents of Amesi,
Aguata Local Government Area, LGA, of Anambra.
The beneficiaries, who included the elderly, the youth and
pregnant women, were treated during a three-day medical
outreach organised by TGFSD in collaboration with the
Salvation Army Church.
Mr Nnamdi Mbaigbo, Founder, TGFSD, at the end of
the programme on Sunday, said the medical outreach was
part of the foundation’s way of giving hope and touching
people’s lives in the state.

TODAY’S WEATHER
FORECAST
LAGOS
ABUJA
P/HARCOURT
MAKURDI
SOKOTO
ENUGU
KANO
CALABAR

33°C
33°C
32°C
35°C
28°C
33°C
26°C
32°C
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Saudi student delegation with Saudi envoy to Spain Azzam bin Abdulkarim Al-Qain

Female Engineer Wins Award For
Inventing Chip That Detects Cancer
Saudi engineer, Dana Al-Sulaiman
has won the “Innovators Under 35”
award, for her ability to create a chip
that detects different types of cancer
inside the patient’s body.
Dana explained to Alekhbariya
channel about her innovation,
saying, “It is a small chip made
of micro needles covered with a
substance that is placed on the skin,
and it is able to absorb liquid, and
detect cancer biomarkers in an easy
and non-invasive way.”
The Saudi inventor, who also

works as an assistant professor of
Material Science and Bioengineering
at KAUST, elaborated, “The reason
that prompted me to create the slide
is the painful and tedious process of
the traditional way where a sample
is taken from the patient.”
Al-Sulaiman pointed out that the
chip she created reveals different
types of cancer, adding that
innovation saves a lot of effort,
money and time.
She added that the innovation
was granted an American patent,

and the technology is currently
being developed and manufactured
from sustainable materials at King
Abdullah University and then it
will be delivered to doctors in all
hospitals soon.
The “Innovators Under 35 Award”
seeks to honor technical experts,
male and female researchers, male
and female scientists, whose age
does not exceed 35 years.
The conditions for nomination
for the award include a wide range
of fields, including biomedicine,

computing and communications,
energy, materials science, software
and even transportation, the
The internet, and more, where the
innovations and research they have
accomplished can make a qualitative
leap in our contemporary world.
The selected innovators will give
a brief presentation on their work
of no more than 3 minutes per
innovator. Candidates must also be
citizens or residents of a country in
the Middle East and North Africa
region, or of Arab origin.

KSA Protecting Endangered Turtles Through Rescue Programmes
Saudi National Center for Wildlife
has rescued and rehabilitated five
turtles found on the coasts of the
Kingdom.
According to the center, the
world’s oceans include seven
species of sea turtles, five of
which have been discovered in
the Kingdom’s territorial waters
of the Red Sea and Arabian Gulf.
For more than 100 million
years, sea turtles have crossed
great distances across the
world. They play a vital role in
maintaining the health and
balance of the marine ecosystem.
The Kingdom has recorded
sightings of green, hawksbill,
loggerhead, olive ridley and
leatherback turtles.

According to the center, during
nesting season, sea turtles lay
60 to 160 eggs at once. This can
be repeated up to six times over
the course of a nesting season.
In some cases, turtles have been
seen to return to the same areas
that they were born in more than
40 years later.
The islands of Karan and
Jurayad along the Kingdom’s
coasts on the Arabian Gulf are
found to be primary nesting sites
for both the hawksbill and green
turtles.
And on the Red Sea, Ra’s Baridi,
Farasan Island, Shakir Islands,
Ras Al-Shaaban, Jabal Hassan and
Sanafir Island are also important
locations for the two species.

Sea turtles are facing many
threats, including overfishing,
pollution, climate change and
habitat destruction, mainly due
to development in coastal areas
and the wildlife trade.
The World Wildlife Fund has
listed the hawksbill and green
turtles as “endangered,” while
loggerhead, olive ridley and
leatherback turtles are classified
as “vulnerable.”
Through
rehabilitation
programmes and research studies,
the Saudi National Center for
Wildlife aims to protect nesting
sites of endangered sea turtles
to maintain an environment in
which they can thrive.
The Kingdom is committed

to preserving and restoring its
marine biodiversity through
initiatives.
Among the many projects to
restore and protect marine life,
NEOM has launched programs
to protect endangered species
such as the hawksbill sea turtle
and hammerhead shark.
The Red Sea Development
Company also works towards
implementing
initiatives
to protect marine life and
endangered sea turtles in the
Kingdom.
The company, in cooperation
with King Abdullah University of
Science and Technology, early last
year worked on the rehabilitation
of two hawksbill turtles.

Scientific, Medical
Equipment House
Sets IPO Price
Range
Riyadh-based Scientific and
Medical Equipment House’s,
or SMEH, offer price range
has been set between SR4552, $12-13.9, per share amid
a prospective IPO on Saudi
Arabia’s main index, TASI.
The book-building period
for participating entities
will run from January 17 to
27, a bourse statement by
the offering’s book-runner,
Alistithmar Capital, revealed.
Shares
devoted
to
participating entities will
stand at 6 million shares,
representing the full offering
of 30 percent of the company’s
capital.
As per the statement,
members of the eligible party
are to subscribe to a minimum
of 100,000 shares, limited to a
maximum of 999,999 shares.
The final offer price will be
finalized upon completion of
the book-building process.
The decision to list comes
as the company aims to
strengthen its position in
the Kingdom’s operations,
maintenance, and healthcare
sector, SMEH’s chairman,
Basel bin Saud Al Arifi, said
in a statement earlier this
month.
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The batch was received at the seaport in the Tunisian Rades region by the Saudi Ambassador to Tunisia Dr. Abdulaziz bin Ali Al-Saqr, the Tunisian Acting Minister of Health Ali
Merabet, and a number of senior officials.

New Batch Of
Medical Aid
Reaches Tunisia
New batch of Saudi medical aid,
including 160 tons of liquid
oxygen, has arrived in Tunis, as
part of the Saudi relief airlift.
It was delivered by King
Salman Humanitarian Aid and
Relief Center to contribute to
the fight against COVID-19 in
Tunisia.
The batch was received at the
seaport in the Tunisian Rades
region by the Saudi Ambassador
to Tunisia, Dr Abdulaziz bin Ali
Al-Saqr, the Tunisian Acting
Minister of Health, Ali Merabet,
and a number of senior officials.
The minister thanked the
Kingdom’s leadership for
their permanent support
for Tunisia. He said this new
delivery of medical aid is an
extension of support provided
by KSrelief to the health sector
and the country’s fight against
COVID-19. Last month, the
center delivered 40 tons of liquid
oxygen to assist the Tunisian
medical sector.
Al-Saqr said the Kingdom is
regularly proving its support
for its allies around the world
and, today, it is proving to
the Tunisian people that it is
standing by their side to face all
tough circumstances.
He also paid tribute to KSrelief
for its strenuous efforts in
fighting the pandemic worldwide.

King, Crown Prince Condole Japan’s
Kishida On Death Of Former Premier
Custodian of the Two Holy
Mosques, King Salman has sent
a cable of condolences to the
Japanese Prime Minister, Fumio
Kishida on the death of former
Japanese Prime Minister,
Toshiki Kaifu.
In the cable, the King

expressed his condolence to the
prime minister, the family of
the deceased, and the friendly
Japanese people.
Crown Prince Muhammad Bin
Salman, deputy prime minister
and minister of defense, also
sent a cable of condolences

to Japanese Prime Minister
Kishida.
In the cable, the Crown Prince
expressed his condolences to the
Japanese prime minister and the
family of the deceased, wishing
him constant good health and
safety.

Box Office Jumps 95% In 2021, Hits $238m Sales
Box office continued its growth in
Saudi Arabia, with revenues totaling
$238 million in 2021, an increase
of 95 percent compared to 2020
revenues of $122 million, according
to latest figures from Comscore.
Saudi Arabia has consolidated its
position as the biggest market for
cinemas in West Asia in terms of
total box office revenues, surpassing
the UAE, which achieved a box office
of $130 million for the year 2021.
Saudi cinemas witnessed the
release of 340 new films in 2021, up
from 222 films in 2020.
The Egyptian comedy film, Wa’fet
Regala “A Men’s Stand”, won the
top spot, by raising more than $15

million, and was the highest-grossing
movie in theaters since January
2018.
The world’s most-watched movie,
Spider-Man No Way Home came
in second with revenues of $11.2
million, followed by crime and
comedy, Cruella, which earned $9.1
million, and then in the fourth place,
the film Wrath of Man by British
director, Guy Ritchie, which earned
$8.3 million in Saudi cinemas.
The Egyptian comedy film, Msh
Ana “Not Me”, was ranked among
the five highest-grossing films for
2021 in Saudi cinemas, while Mama
is Pregnant, came in tenth place,
having collected $5.9 million.

This huge growth in box office
revenues in Saudi Arabia coincides
with the doubling of the number of
cinemas, as the number of multiscreen cinemas increased from 33
theaters at the beginning of 2021 to
53 by December 2021.
Saudi Arabia aims to increase the
number of cinema screens from 430
screens to 2,600 screens by 2030,
Business Development Manager at
the Saudi Ministry of Investment,
Bahaa Abdulmajeed said recently.
Accordingly, the consulting firm,
PricewaterhouseCoopers,
PwC,
expects Saudi Arabia to become a
billion-dollar market for films in the
next few years.

Ambassador To Spain Meets Visiting Student Delegation
Ambassador to Spain, Azzam bin
Abdulkarim Al-Qain, recently
met a Saudi female university
students delegation at the end of its
educational trip to Spain.
The Saudi ambassador went

over the details of the trip, which
included visits to the most prestigious
universities for scientific and
academic experience, in addition to
diverse cultural outings to discover
historical and cultural monuments

in many Spanish cities.
The ambassador referred to the
great support that Saudi women
received from the government and
the leadership levels they had reached
in all fields.

Minister
Emphasises On
Psychological
Preparation For
Students

Minister of Education, Dr Hamad
Al-Sheikh has reiterated the
importance of psychological
preparation for students to
coincide with the resumption of
in-person attendance for male and
female students in the primary and
kindergarten stages.
During his meeting with
education directors, the minister
stressed the importance of
preparing for the readiness of
maintenance work and cleaning
in schools, in addition to
implementing the Public Health
Authority’s, “Weqaya” approved
health procedures, in order to
preserve the safety of students,
their families and society.
It is noteworthy that the Ministry
of Education and the Ministry of
Health had announced earlier the
resumption of in-person attendance
for male and female students in
the primary and kindergarten
stages, where it has adopted three
operational models, as it includes
all students in government, private,
international and foreign schools.
The operational models are
framed with the objective of
applying the health precautions and
controls against coronavirus with
taking advantage of the facilities
and spaces available in elementary
schools and kindergartens in the
regions and governorates.
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Ekiti PDP Crisis Deepens: Petition
Trails Udom Emmanuel’s C’ttee
Supervision of congresses by A’Ibom Gov unacceptable over ties with
Fayose –Segun Oni, others
Say plot to sell party real
INEC fixes Ekiti East 1 State Constituency election for June 18

BY CALAB ISHAYA

Peoples Democratic Party, PDP, in
Ekiti State slipped deeper into crisis as
former governor, Segun Oni; lawmaker
representing Ekiti South, Senator Biodun
Olujimi; former deputy governor, Professor
Kolapo Olusola; former PDP national
treasurer, Wale Aribisala as well as Lateef
Ajilola, all aspirants for the upcoming
governorship election in the state rejected
the ad-hoc ward congress to elect three
delegates in each of the 177 wards for the
primary election ahead of the governorship
poll slated for June 18.
Besides, the gubernatorial hopeful
aspirants who addressed journalists in AdoEkiti, said that the congress saddled with the
responsibility of producing delegates for the
January 26 primaries was compromised in
favour of those loyal to one time governor,
Ayo Fayose.
In this vein, one of the aggrieved
aspirants ex-governor Oni expressed dismay
that materials sent to the 177 wards were
allegedly hijacked.
According to him, “What you have
seen today is laughable. And this is the
standard we still are as a country. It is very
unfortunate. There is nothing we can do
other than to complain formally. We went
upstairs and also told the acting Chairman
of the ward congress panel. I believe we
cannot have democracy by hijacking. If
anybody is a muscle man, he should apply
the muscle to winning people for the party.
“If anybody thinks he is a muscle man who
can wrestle the process out of the grip of the
people, let him wait for them. And I believe
they will wait for him at an appropriate
corner. We must all join hands to rescue this
country from this type of politics”, he said.
In 2020 differences during ward congress
led to the factionalisation of the party in the
last two years was allowed to be repeated
again last Saturday, Senator Olujimi recalled
with dismay.
Olusola-Eleka said, “It is quite unfortunate
that an event we started with great hopes,
that things will be done properly ended up
what I can describe as complete charade. All
the materials were diverted across the state
and I think the national leadership should
take a look at the activities of those sent
to conduct this congress because it is not
acceptable”.
“There is no election anywhere because
the team from Abuja has been compromised
and we are not going to accept it. As I speak
now, the Fayose group is writing the results
at a popular location. If you think you are
popular, things should be done properly”,
Aribisala said.
He went on to say that, “There is no
congress in Ekiti today, our people are in
their various wards waiting for the officials
of the party , including INEC officials
waiting for the exercise but unfortunately,
the materials have been hijacked by Fayose

group. I reject any purported outcome of the
congress, if they show up with any results at
the end of the day”.
The petition by the aspirants among
other things stated that: “We are concerned
stakeholders in Ekiti State raising critical
objection to the five-man committee to
serve on the Ward Congresses Electoral
Committee in Ekiti State
“Since the announcement by the National
Working Committee of our Great Party, the
Peoples Democratic Party , PDP, we have
been inundated with calls, revelations and
evidence that the committee Chairman,
His Excellency, Chief Udom Emmanuel
enjoys a personal and chubby relationship
with His Excellency, former Gov. Ayodele
Fayose, who is a major interested party in
the gubernatorial exercise
“Already, the camp of Fayose has been in
a jubilant mood since the announcement,
saying it publicly that the ad-hoc exercises
on Saturday January 15, 2022 will be a
coronation of their compiled list.
“It is not hidden to stakeholders in Ekiti
that Fayose and Emmanuel are buddies.
Already, tension is brewing in the party and
it could lead to more disenchantment and
problems.
We, therefore, write to make the following
demands:
*1. The immediate substitution of
the Chairman of the Committee or his
representative and we request for an
immediate vetting of the entire list to
ensure neutrality as demanded by all the
aspirants contesting the January 26, 2022
PDP Governorship primaries.
*2. The appointment of a governor or

Udom

chairman and persons who are neutral in
Ekiti matters and who the condition of
reciprocation cannot apply. For instance,
Mr Fayose was the Party’s Panel Chairman
who conducted the 2019 Governorship
Primaries in Akwa Ibom State. Even though
it was a no-contest exercise, he was specially
picked as the Friend of the governor to do
it.
Meanwhile, the secretary of the
congress committee, who was national
publicity of the party, Kola Ologbondiyan,
debunked the allegations, pointing out
that the accreditation and distribution of

الجزير نيجيريا
ة
ة

Like our facebook page
www.facebook.com/aljazirahnewsng
Follow us on twitter
@aljazirahnewsng

e-mail: aljazirahnigeria@gmail.com

materials were done in the presence of all
the aspirants, “what we have done is in line
with the directives we have been given from
Abuja. We did distribution of materials in
the presence of the aspirants. The aspirants
would have to wait for the appeal committee
if they have issues with the conduct of the
congress. Our men are on the field, so we
will act on all they give to us. The PDP is a
democratic party and if they have issues,
we have an internal mechanism to settle all
our differences”.
Meanwhile, the Independent National
Electoral Commission, INEC, National
Commissioner and Chairman, Information
and Voter Education Committee, Mr Festus
Okoye, in a statement said the commission
has decided to combine the Ekiti East
1 State Constituency election with the
governorship election in Ekiti, which would
hold on June 18.
Okoye also said that the commission was
consulting with security agencies and the
critical stakeholders relating to the vacancy
in Shinkafi State Constituency of Zamfara.
He added that the Speaker of the
Kaduna State House of Assembly had not
declared vacancy in relation to Giwa State
Constituency of Kaduna State.
Okoye said that the official notification
for the elections would be published on
Jan. 24.
“Parties shall conduct their primaries,
including resolution of disputes arising
from the primaries, between Jan. 26 and
Feb. 5”, he said.
He added that the last day for submission
of the list of nominated candidates is on Feb.
9 at 6: p.m. and that must be done through
the commission’s online nomination portal.
“Political parties shall submit the names
of their polling agents for the election to the
electoral officer of the local government on
or before Feb. 12 and campaigns by political
parties shall stop on Feb. 24.
“The access code for the nomination
forms shall be available for collection from
Feb. 5 at the commission’s headquarters”,
he explained.
He advised parties to comply with INEC
timelines and the Electoral Act 2010 ,as
amended, in conducting transparent and
valid direct or indirect primaries.
He warned that any parties that present
a candidate who does not meet the
qualifications stipulated in the constitution
and the Electoral Act shall be guilty of an
offence and on conviction shall be liable to
a maximum fine of N500,000.

Buhari Unveils Rice Pyramids Tomorrow In Abuja
BY MARIAM SANNI, ABUJA

President Muhammadu Buhari will on
Tuesday, unveil the Central Bank of Nigeria,
CBN, Rice Pyramids in Abuja.
The project is a collaboration between
the CBN and Rice Farmers Association of
Nigeria, RIFAN.
Information obtained from the apex
bank’s official website indicated that the
pyramids, which it described as the largest in
the world, were enabled by the CBN’s Anchor
Borrowers Programme, ABP.
It also stated that the ABP, since
inauguration in November, 2015, had
increased the average yield of rice per
hectare from 1.8 metric tonnes to 5 metric
tonnes, while discouraging importation of
the commodity.
“The ABP has enabled 95% reduction of
Nigeria’s annual rice import bill from 1.5
billion dollars in 2015 to 18.5 million dollars.
“It has also created 12.8 million direct and
indirect jobs across different value chains
and food belts of the country”, it said.

The CBN stated that, in spite of challenges
of flooding during the wet season, the
COVID-19 pandemic and lingering insecurity
in 2020 and 2021, it was still able to work with
other stakeholders to inspire farmers to reap
bountiful harvest.
It added that similar rice and maize
pyramids had been unveiled in states like
Kebbi, Niger, Gombe, Ekiti, among others.
Meanwhile, some stakeholders have
commended the apex bank for the ABP
initiative and support to farmers.
A farmer, Mr Abubakar Alli, said that the
idea of the ABP, and CBN supporting state
governments to boost food production had
been encouraging.
“I must commend the CBN for its support
through the ABP, toward rice production
in Nigeria and supporting different state
governments to boost production”, he said.
Also commending the initiative, Chinonso
Elendu, urged the authorities to ensure that
farmers were safe in their farms.
“This is a very good move, but we need to
make sure our farmers are safe and crops

should be affordable to everyone”, he said.
According to Hussein Ibrahim, the
unveiling of rice pyramids across the
country, which indicates improved capacity
to cultivate rice, should also make it cheap
and affordable to the common man.
The Abuja mega rice pyramids are located
at the Abuja Chamber of Commerce and
Industry, Trade Fair Complex, Abuja.

Buhari
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Sacrifice Of
Fallen Soldiers
Not In Vain
– Sanwo-Olu

Lagos State Governor,
Babajide Sanwo-Olu, said the
sacrifices of fallen soldiers for
the unity of the country was
not in vain.
Sanwo-Olu said this
during the Armed Forces
Remembrance Day ceremony
held at Remembrance Arcade,
Tafawa Balewa Square in
Onikan, Lagos.
He said the efforts and
sacrifices of the fallen heroes
have not been in vain, as the
state government has been
supporting soldiers to keep
the territorial integrity of
the nation.
Sanwo-Olu laid the wreath
to commemorate this year’s
Armed Forces Remembrance
Day and the military parade
was followed by a traditional
21 gun-salute to honour the
valour of the departed service
personnel.
After laying the wreath,
he noted that the sacrifice
made by the fallen heroes
was supreme and marked the
symbol of the nation’s unity.
The
governor
urged
members of the armed forces
to continue to uphold the fine
traditions bequeathed to the
military by the departed
soldiers.
Sanwo-Olu said the state
had not only honoured their
efforts by participating in the
yearly remembrance, but had
also catered for the welfare of
families of departed soldiers,
through various intervention
programmes.
”Today, we have come
out in honour and in
remembrance of fallen
members of the Nigerian
Armed Forces, who, at one
time or the other, had been
of great service to our nation
and paid the supreme price to
keep our unity and security.
”As a yearly tradition, the
state government comes
together with military
formations and veterans to
commemorate this day in
their honour and say that
their sacrifices are not in
vain.
”As a government, we
have been supporting
our soldiers to keep the
territorial integrity of this
nation secure, while working
with them in the areas of
intelligence gathering, to
ensure that Lagos remains
safe for our citizens and
visitors”, Sanwo-Olu said.
Few days ago, the governor
fulfilled a pledge of N50
million donation to the
Lagos Command of the
Nigerian Legion in addition
to employing over 5,000
military veterans as security
guards across state-owned
public schools, hospitals and
government facilities.

Lagos
Administers
2.19m Doses
Of COVID-19
Vaccines

Gov. Dapo Abiodun of Ogun state; President Muhammadu Buhari and Ekiti State APC Governorship Aspirant, Sen. Opeyemi
Bamidele, during president’s visit to Ogun State, recently.
PHOTO: TYOZENDA TYOAKAA

Remembrance Day: COAS
Presents Vehicles To Heroes
BY MARIAM SANNI, ABUJA

Chief of Army Staff, COAS,
Lieutenant-General
Faruk
Yahaya has presented brand
new Hilux vehicles to 14 living
heroes of the Nigerian Army for
having served the nation.
The Director, Army Public
Relations, Brigadier-General
Onyema Nwachukwu, who
disclosed this in a statement,
noted that the gesture was to
commemorate the Armed Forces
Remembrance Day Celebration,

AFRDC, 2022, in honour and
recognition of the sacrifices of
fallen heroes and veterans who
are still alive for their services
to the army, the nation and
humanity.
The
statement
added
that the presentation was
done nationwide, across all
formations of the army to
signpost the significance of the
celebration.
Presenting the vehicles on
behalf of the COAS to one of
the beneficiaries, the Provost

Marshal, PM, Army, MajorGeneral Robert Aiyenigba,
stated that the Armed Forces
Remembrance Day celebration
provides an opportunity for
retrospection and appreciation
of the patriotism and sacrifices
demonstrated by both veterans
and fallen heroes.
“It is in appreciation of their
services that the COAS presents
these vehicles to the retirees”, he
stated.
General Aiyenigba pointed
out that the gesture is an

affirmation of the high premium
that the COAS places on the
welfare of personnel.
The
provost
marshal
symbolically handed over the
keys and official documents of
a brand new Hilux vehicle to
the former Regimental Sergeant
Major, Headquarters, Nigerian
Army Corps of Military Police,
NACMP, Ex-Army Warrant
Officer Akinyokun Felix, on the
occasion of his retirement after
35 years of meritorious service
to the nation.

Nigeria’s Unity Achieved On Fallen Heroes Blood – Obaseki
BY EBALU IKHIL

Edo State Governor, Godwin
Obaseki, on Saturday, said
Nigeria’s unity was achieved on
the blood of its fallen heroes and
should not be taken for granted.
Obaseki stated this shortly
after the laying of wreath to
celebrate the 2022 Armed Forces
Remembrance Day in Benin.
“The unity of this country has
been achieved on the blood of our

9

fallen heroes; it is not something
we should take for granted or joke
with.
“People are still sacrificing in
the various arenas and battles in
the country today, we should not
take it lightly.
“We are here today to
remember gallant soldiers and
members of the armed forces
who lost their lives in the course
of defending our country.
“We are here today because

ELVIS

people gave up their lives”, the
governor said.
He urged citizens to stop
unguarded utterances about the
unity of the country.
“People must understand that
such careless talks cause lives
and we should not lead ourselves
where history will repeat itself in
this country”, he urged.
The governor said that his
administration would continue
to take care of the families of

CHANGE OF NAME

I, formerly known and addressed as FAISON MIRABEL AND
NJOKA MIRABEL., now wish to be known and addressed
as ELVIS MIRABEL FAISON. All former documents remain
valid. The general public should please take note.

those who lost their lives while
defending Nigeria.
He gave the assurance that exservicemen are well integrated
into the security system of
the state. According to him,
they supervise certain groups
including vigilantes.
He noted that the state
government would continue to
invest in security and integrate
wives of fallen heroes into various
empowerment programmes.

OMARI

I, formerly known and addressed as OHIERO BLESSING
EBIKA , now wish to be known and addressed as
ANDREW MIRIAN OMARI. All former documents
remain valid. The general public should please take note.

RAIYAN

I, formerly known and addressed as MUHAMMED
BELLO, now wish to be known and addressed as
RAIYAN BELLO. All former documents remain valid.
The general public should please take note.
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Lagos
State
Commissioner
for
Health, Professor Akin
Abayomi, has noted
that 2,195,779 doses of
COVID-19 vaccines had
been administered in
Lagos as at January 12.
Abayomi disclosed this
on Saturday through his
official Twitter account,
@ProfAkinAbayomi
while giving the state’s
vaccination update.
According to him,
1,026,144 doses of
AstraZeneca
vaccine
were administered as
the first dose, while
569,920 of the vaccine
were administered as the
second dose.
Abayomi said 335,404
Moderna vaccines were
administered as the first
dose, while 249,699 were
administered for the
second dose.
The
commissioner
added that 5,664 doses
of Pfizer COVID-19
vaccine were given as
the first dose, and 8,948
were administered as the
second dose.
On the booster dose,
Abayomi said 25,145
Pfizer doses and 388
doses of Moderna
vaccine
had
been
administered.
Abayomi noted that
3.42 percent of the
targeted population had
received two doses of the
vaccines.
The
commissioner
disclosed
that
13,895,199 doses of
vaccines need to be
administered for the
state to achieve its herd
immunity target.
Abayomi noted that
vaccines were safe and
effective
protection
against
COVID-19
infection, advising the
public to get vaccinated.
Also, the World Health
Organisation, WHO, said
the majority of people
admitted to hospitals
around the world were
unvaccinated.
The health agency
noted that protecting
those most at risk helps
to protect health systems
and health workers,
which are again under
increased strain due to
the Omicron variant.
WHO said everyone
must do their part to
protect themselves by
getting vaccinated.
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N700m
Withheld By
FCTA Hampering
Devt, Says AMAC
Chairman

Emirate
Confers Tittle
On Lawan,
Yobe, Kebbi,
Jigawa Govs

FCT

KWARA

BY ISMAILA JIMOH, ABUJA

BY HASSAN JIRGI, DAMATURU

It appears that there
is a frosty relationship
between the Abuja
Municipal Area Council,
AMAC, and Federal
Capital
Territory
Administration, FCTA,
as the former has
accused the latter of
undue interference in
its administration.
The AMAC Chairman,
Abdullahi
Candido,
disclosed that N700
million revenue due to
the council is still being
withheld by the FCTA.
Candido,
who
stated this during a
familiarization
tour
by the FCT Area
Council
Services
Secretariat to AMAC
led by the Mandate
Secretary,
Ibrahim
Dantshoho, recently,
said
the
withheld
revenue is hampering
development.
He said the entire
city center, including
where the FCTA office
is located, fall within
AMAC’s jurisdiction.
The
chairman
described
the
development as the
handiwork of some
vested interests bent
on undermining the
provisions of the law
in order to frustrate
his
administration’s
commitment to deliver
the
dividends
of
democracy, vowing not
to stand aside while
development eludes his
people.
Candido said he
fears that he may not
live up to the people’s
expectations if he
remains
indifferent
to the issue of funds
and support due to the
council.
He also admonished
the person coming
after him to sit up so as
not to be denied of the
council’s rights.
The
chairman
expressed fear that area
councils may run out of
business if funds due to
them are withheld.
“Area Councils are
organs of government.
While
they
are
submissive
to
the
Federal Capital Territory
Administration
for

Machina Emirate Council,
yesterday,
conferred
traditional titles on
the Senate President,
Ahmed Lawan and the
Governors of Yobe, Kebbi
and Jigawa States, Mai
Mala Buni, Atiku Bagudu
and Abubakar Badaru
respectively.
The Emir of Machina,
Alhaji Bashir Bukar,
who conferred the titles
on the Senate president
and the governors at
the closing ceremony of
Machina Annual Cultural
Festival, MACUF, said the
Emirate was elated by
their presence.
“The
Emirate
is
honoured with your
esteemed presence at
this festival this year”,
he said.
A press statement
signed by the DirectorGeneral,
Press
and
Media Affairs, Mamman
Mohammed,
which
was made available
to AljazirahNigeria in
Damaturu, the Yobe
State capital, said Buni
expressed satisfaction
with the peace and
security now enjoyed in
the state.
“In the past we could
not afford to assemble
such a huge crowd. We
have to be subjected
to vigorous screening
wherever we go including
places
of
worship,
markets and hospitals,
this is now history.
“For us in the North
East,
we
remain
grateful to President
Muhammadu Buhari for
his resilience in the fight
against insurgency.
“His administration is
now equipping security
agencies with military
hardware, arms and
ammunition after a long
neglect which has been
responsible for Nigeria’s
security challenges.
“We are optimistic that
the federal government
would overcome the
existing challenges’’.
He
assured
of
g o v e r n m e n t ’s
commitment to empower
youths and women in the
state.
Governor Buni said
education,
healthcare

L R: Director General, Bureau of Public Service Reforms (BPSR), Dr. Dasuki Arabi presenting the BPSR publication lessons
from elections in Nigeria 1923-2015 to the Chairman, Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC), Prof. Mahmood
Yakubu during the BPRS DG’s visit to INEC Headquarters in Abuja on Friday.
PHOTO: TYOZENDA TYOAKAA

Troops Neutralize BHT/ISWAP Terrorists In Borno
BORNO
BY MARIAM SANNI

Nigerian Army said
troops of Operation
Hadin Kai, OPHK, has
dealt decisively with Boko
Haram and Islamic State
West Africa Province,
ISWAP, terrorists.
Troops dealt with
the terrorists while
attempting to infiltrate

the ancient town of Biu
in Borno State.
The Director, Army
Public
Relations,
Brigadier-General
Onyema Nwachukwu, in a
statement, said they were
annihilated by troops of
231 Battalion and 331
Artillery Regiment under
Sector 2.
Nwachukwu said the
criminal elements met

their waterloo when the
gallant troops swiftly
routed them in a failed
incursion at Maina Hari
village in Biu on Saturday.
He said the troops
unleashed superior fire
power on the terrorists,
neutralizing five of them,
compelling others to
withdraw in disarray in
the intense battle.
According to him,

the gallant troops also
captured
from
the
terrorists, one gun truck,
one Deshka M AntiAircraft Gun, one HK 21
Machine Gun, one Rocket
Propelled Grenade Bomb,
137 rounds of 12.7mm
Anti-Aircraft
Rounds
amongst others.
“Troops are currently
in pursuit of the fleeing
terrorists”, he said.

Police Arrest Man For Raping 80-yr-old Woman In Nasarawa
NASARAWA
FROM COVER PAGE

“He allegedly went into
the residence of an
80-year-old woman who
stays alone in the same
village and forcefully had
carnal knowledge of her.

“Upon
receipt
of
the complaint, police
operatives attached to
division
immediately
swung into action and
got the suspect arrested.
“Upon interrogation,
the suspect admitted
that he committed the

offence, but blamed it on
the devil.
“Upon notification,
the Commissioner of
Police, Adesina Soyemi,
directed that the case be
transferred to the State
Criminal Investigation
Department,
SCID,

Lafia, for profound
investigation”,
the
statement said.
The statement urged
members of the public
to pay special attention
to the elderly and
guard them against
‘gerontophiles’. NAN

12 Die In Adamawa Auto Crash
ADAMAWA

BY DOLPHIN STANLEY, YOLA

Twelve
persons
were
reportedly burnt to death
during a fatal motor accident
along Yola-Golontabal road
in Song Local Government
of Adamawa State.
An eyewitness told
AljazirahNigeria that the
two vehicles involved in the
accident, a hummer bus with
registration number, GME
944 XC and a Toyota Corolla
with registration number,
YLA 388HS had a head-on

collision resulting to the
death of the victims.
The Hummer bus was
heading to Yola, the
Adamawa State capital, via
Uba LGA in Borno State,
while the Toyota corolla
was on its way to Mubi
after taking off from Jabbi
Lamba in Girei before
the unfortunate incident
occurred.
According
to
the
eyewitness, the two vehicles
burst into flames almost
immediately after the
accident, making it difficult

for passersby to rescue
the passengers who were
struggling and crying for
help.
Only few of the passengers
made it out alive, eight
passengers including the
Hummer Bus driver were
trapped in the flames while
four passengers including
the driver of the Toyota
Corolla suffered the same
fate as passersby watched
their
horrifying
fate
helplessly.
Police Public Relations
Officer of the Adamawa

State Police Command,
DSP Suleiman Nguroje,
confirmed the unfortunate
incident, saying the charred
bodies of the victims have
been taken to Song Cottage
Hospital, even as the police
continue investigations to
ascertain the cause of the
accident.
While commiserating with
the families of those who
lost their lives during the
accident, the image maker
cautioned motorists against
reckless driving and toying
with people’s lives.
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Makurdi/Guma Fed
Constituency: PDP
Coalition Moves To
Replace Mzondo
With Agber
BENUE

BY HENRY IBYA, MAKURDI

A coalition of political groups
on the platform of the People’s
Democratic Party, PDP, in
Makurdi/Guma
Federal
Constituency in Benue State
under the leadership of Arc.
Jerry Agber, advancement team,
Saturday, converge at Apir,
the headquarters of UgondoMasev, people of Makurdi
Local Government Area to
perfect strategies leading to
the removal from office, the
House of Representatives
member
for
Makurdi/
Guma, Federal Constituency,
Benjamin Mzondo, for lack of
performance.
Addressing thousands of
supporters at Apir, during which
over 20 support groups were
in attendance to inaugurate
Arc. Agber, sister of the
Ugondo chapter, leader of the
advancement team Mr. Mike
Ortom, stated that the people
of Guma, have decided to settle
for Arc. Agber, for the purpose
of equity, fair play and justice
arguing that the aspiration of
the contestant was coming at
the right time on the basis that
Ihyarev of Makurdi, Guma and
Nongov people comprising the
Federal Constituency have all
enjoyed their turns, remaining
the Masev people in Makurdi,
Local Government where the
aspirant hails from.
Mike Ortom, the younger
brother to Governor Samuel
Ortom, also insisted that the
belief of the Tiv in eating and
sharing with a brother must
not be allowed to die, instead
it should play prominently
in the case of the House of
Representatives
hopeful,
pointing out that it will equally
give those in minority a sense
of belonging.
According to Mr. Ortom,
Arc. Jerry needed to be
supported by youths especially
from Makurdi, on the account
that he was born in Wadata,
grew up in High Level while
the elders should support
him because he has proven to
be a worthy son, through his
community service in different
parts of the Constituency even
in his private and personal
capacity in far away Canada,
expressing hope that he would
do more if given a mandate to
represent the people through
an election.
The Governor’s younger
brother who said those that
are supporting Arc. Agber,
having taken a wise decision
as his candidature was a sure
win, charged the sisters to be
peaceful, friendly and civil in the
cause of enlightening the public
on why Agber should succeed
the incumbent, adding that they
should equally canvas support
for the aspirant without fear.

Monday, January 17, 2022

Like our facebook page
www.facebook.com/aljazirahnewsng
Follow us on twitter
@aljazirahnewsng
e-mail: aljazirahnigeria@gmail.com

2023 Presidency: Fayemi Only One To Fix Nigeria
EKITI

BY ANIEFIOK OBONG, YENAGOA

A group, National Prosperity
Movement, NPM, Bayelsa
State chapter, has endorsed
Ekiti State Governor, Dr.
Kayode Fayemi, for the 2023
presidential election, adding
that he is the only man that
can fix Nigeria.
The group made their
support public in a media
briefing in Yenagoa, the
Bayelsa state capital, at
the weekend after the first
stakeholders meeting of the
group in the new year.
They said the endorsement
of Fayemi was based on his
several achievements in
office even as a Governor
and as Minister.
The state coordinator,
Hon. Ebitimi Jones, and

the Secretary, Miss. Ann
Whyte, used the medium
to congratulate Dr. Fayemi
on the giant strides recorded
by his administration in the
past years and to encourage
him not to be distracted.
The group emphasized
that Ekiti State was created
the same time with Bayelsa
State but the two can never
be compared due to the
developmental track records
of the governor.
They said”What Nigeria
needs in 2023 is a president
who will truly be a Nigerian
President. Gov. Fayemi fits
into this circle, check his
antecedents, He is the only
man who can enthrone
unity, togetherness and
fairness in the polity.
“Gov. Fayemi has the

experience, the knowledge,
the tact to return Nigeria
to where a man from Benue
can truly claim that he is a
Nigerian, a man from Enugu
or Abia here will say yes we
are not marginalised unlike
today.
“We will support Gov
Fayemi, he has the magic
wand in governance.
His achievements both as
Hon. Minister of Mines and
Steel Development and as a
two term Governor speak
volume”.
“We call on the All
progressives Congress to
look the way of Governor
Fayemi, he is young, vibrant,
Knowledgeable and will be
the President Nigerians will
be proud of”.
“Fayemi, in three years

of his ongoing second term
in office as Governor, has
touched all communities
in Ekiti State through
construction of roads,
provision of pipe borne
water, renovation of primary
and secondary schools, and
also the near completion
of the cargo airport in the
state.
“A detribalised Nigerian,
Dr. Fayemi has what it
takes to unite Nigeria and
Nigerians. He is our best bet
for an evenly shared national
prosperity.
“All patriotic Nigerians
must join us as we
heighten calls on Fayemi
to declare interest in the
2023 presidential election
and lead the nation to the
promised land”.

From left: Chief Army Staff, Lt.-Gen. Faruk Yahaya; Chief of the Naval Staff, Vice Adm. Awwal Gambo; Representative
of the Chief of Air Staff, AVM Charles Ohwo and IGP Usman Alkali, during the 2022 Armed Forces Remembrance
Day celebration in Abuja.
PHOTO: JOHNSON UDEANI/ICE/NAN

Group Urges Taraba Politicians To Shun Divisive Campaigns
TARABA

BY BEN ADAJI, JALINGO

As politicking is picking
up momentum in the
buildup to the 2023
general elections, “the
Concerned Progressives”,
a socio-political group in
Taraba, yesterday called on
politicians in the state to
shun practices that create
disunity and hatred among
residents.
Leader of the group ElQassim Ishaq who made the
call at a press conference in
Jalingo noted that the state
is already too backward due
to divisions promoted by
politicians along ethnic,
political and religious
divides.
He said that it was time

those who were aspiring for
various political offices to set
aside their political, ethnic
and religious sentiments
and join forces to create a
government that would work
to salvage the State.
“Taraba State is a plural
locale and all true patriots
would rather explore difficult
but necessary options for
our integration in order to
heal, build bridges and make
peace.
“Consequently, promoting
political alliances capable
of bringing people from
different affiliations should
be commended, especially if
that means assembling the
right team that will salvage
our dear State.
“As such, we find the
political discourse that seems
to take the centre stage at the

moment about the alliance
between Senator Emmanuel
Bwacha of the PDP and Alhaji
Ahmed Yusuf of the APC as a
mere distraction and a step
in a very wrong direction.
Coming from different
political leanings does
not imply that friendship
cannot be upheld and healthy
alliances created.
“When
the
will
and determination is
sufficient, people of diverse
backgrounds can work
together to achieve common
goals. As progressives, we
do not see anything wrong
in such moves at this time
that we are in dire need of
unity of hearts and purpose
to confront the common
monsters threatening to
consume us all.
“Democracy entails choice

11

and so people are at liberty
to choose to align with any
candidates of their choice
and that choice has to be
respected. As such, we find
the bickering about a group
endorsing candidates highly
retrogressive and unhealthy
for the state. This is the point
we should start looking
beyond political parties,
religion and ethnicity and
begin to go about our dear
state”, Ishaq said.
AljazirahNigeria reports
that the endorsement
of Senator Emmanuel
Bwacha, Deputy Senate
Minority Leader by a group
of Hausa/Fulani Youths
as their candidate for the
governorship of the state
come 2023 has generated
divergent reactions from
politicians in the state.

NAFDAC Nabs
30-Year-Old Man
For Counterfeiting
Products In
Onitsha
ANAMBRA
BY OWEN AKENZUA, ASABA

National Agency for Food
and Drug Administration
and Control, NAFDAC,
at the weekend nabbed
a 30-year-old man for
counterfeiting products and
the use of fake registration
numbers in Onitsha,
Anambra State.
Dr Christiana Esenwah,
Deputy
Director,
Investigation
and
Enforcement ,South East
and South South, NAFDAC
briefed newsmen on the
incident in Asaba, Delta.
She said the suspect was
handed over to the agency
by the Police in Onitsha for
further investigation and
prosecution.
Esenwah noted that the
products would be subjected
to laboratory tests to
determine their component,
adding that the products
were fake and definitely
harmful.
She mentioned some
of the products and items
recovered to include several
cartons of Olive oil, Balm,
100 liters of paraffin oil as
raw material, corks bottles
and labels of various kinds
designed for the fake
products.
She said the agency would
do all within its powers to
unravel other syndicates
and accomplices in the fake
business.
According to Esenwah,
the Area Commander of
Police in Onitsha, handed
over the suspect to the
office of investigation and
enforcement directorate of
NAFDAC
“The suspect was caught
with all the items displayed
and is involved in illegal
packaging of olive oil
and products of other
companies.
“The suspect was also
caught with 100 litres of
paraffin oil with which he
produces the products being
packaged into the bottles.
“We recovered 13 cartons
of counterfeited olive oil
of different brands, 100
litres of paraffin oil, balms,
different labels, printing
materials, cartons of empty
bottles and corks among
other items used for the
packaging of the counterfeit
products.
“The olive oils and one
of the balms had NAFDAC
registration numbers on
them. The products were
faked and I can tell you that
they are hazardous and
injurious to health.
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How Budget Deficit, Loan Servicing Weaken 2022 Budget
BY CHARLES EBI

Nigeria’s 2022 budget is tainted with a huge
deficit and loans whose repayment will; again, cost
Africa’s most populous nation a fortune. These,
analysts say, puts the Nigerian economy under
fiscal pressure.
President Muhammadu Buhari’s government
has relied heavily on borrowing to sustain its
budget cycle, with the Central Bank of Nigeria
,CBN, serving as lenders of last resort to the
Federal Government.
The 2022 budget is projected at N17.13 trillion,
which is 18% higher than the 2021 budget.
Also, recurrent ,non-debt, spending, which
is estimated at N6. 91 trillion, is 40% of total
expenditure and 20% higher than the 2021
budget. At N3. 8 trillion, debt service is 22% of
total expenditure and 34 per cent of total revenue.
The 2022 budget has a deficit of about N6.25trn,
approximately 3.39% of the country’s GDP.
The budget also set aside N59 billion for
counterpart funding for railway projects including:
Lagos-Calabar, Calabar-Lagos, Ajaokuta-Itakpe,
Port Harcourt-Maiduguri, Kano-Katsina, JibiyaMaradi in Niger Republic, and Abuja Itakpe and
Aladja,Warri ,– Port and Refinery/Warri New
harbour.
Budget deficit is to be financed mainly by
borrowings, with targets from domestic sources
– N2. 57 trillion; foreign sources-N2. 57 trillion;
multilateral/bi-lateral loan draw-down N1. 16trn;
and privatisation proceeds, N90. 7 billion.
We’re borrowing and have high levels of budget
deficits. When you jack up the budget from N16. 39
trillion to N17.127 trillion and you are borrowing
with high level of deficit, it calls for concern,”
Professor of Financial Economics and Director
of Centre for Economic Analysis and Research at
the University of Lagos Ndubuisi Nwokoma said
in a monitored programme on Arise Television on

Friday.
Also, we are looking at N3. 8 trillion for debt
servicing, which is close to N3. 16 trillion projected
oil revenue. Remember, we still have the subsidy
concerns to deal with. It shows the budget is
‘highly leveraged.’ This is not just for this year, this
has been happening for some time now”.
The economist noted that the projected revenue
of N10.1 trillion from oil and non oil sector, which
was often not met, left Nigeria with excessive
borrowing.
How do we finance the deficit? Fiscally, we have
to borrow about N5.01 trillion, alongside other
project-tied loans, in addition to proceeds from
the sale of government assets”.
Following these concerns, those knowledgeable
about the economy also expressed worry that the
government was still paying lip service to cutting
down the cost of governance. They noted that
the government had a spending problem, not a

revenue issue.
Even if the revenue agencies generate N30
trillion, it would be spent with less economic
impact on the lives of the people. Is it not the
Federal Ministry of Agriculture that made the
budget for the Mosque from the ministry’s budget”,
Political Economist and Associate Consultant
to the British Department for International
Development, DFID Celestine Okeke said.
“That would tell you that our problem is not
revenue but ensuring people-oriented spending
that impacts the lives of the people”.
He stressed that public finance management
is still a major issue in the federal ministries,
departments and agencies of government.
Hope you have seen the revelation from the
Auditor-General of the Federation in some
government agencies? What does that tell you
about our public finance management? Currently,
the national procurement committee is not there

and it is a huge concern”, he noted.
Speaking further on the budget, an economist,
banker and former gubernatorial aspirant in Abia
State Alex Ottih expressed concern about low
productivity level of the Nigerian economy and
over-reliance on oil.
“There is no doubt that the country has a big
problem, which is structural and must be resolved
for the economy to start moving again in the
right direction. The country has a problem with
productivity.
A situation where the country, for more than
half a century, relies on a single product, which the
populace adds little or no value to, for a large chunk
of its foreign exchange earnings is not sustainable.
No matter what it takes, the country needs to
expand her productive base by getting more people
to participate in economic activities”.
The 2022 budget deficit is slightly above the 3%
ceiling set by the Fiscal Responsibility Act of 2007.

NNPC Generates N2.9trn, Spends N2.47trn On TAM, Oil Search, Others
BY DICKSON PAT

Not only did the Nigerian National Petroleum
Corporation Limited ,NNPC, fail to meet its
revenue target, out of the amount earned, 82.5%
was spent.
Data obtained from its FAAC December
report by AljazirahNigeria and analysed, reveals
that from January to November 2021 NNPC
generated total revenue of N2.992 trillion
amounting to 34% decline from N4.56 trillion
projected for the period. In fact, all through the
months under review the corporation fell short
of its targets.
The report shows that in January, NNPC
generated a total of N195.62 billion but spent
N104.76 billion. The highest amount was spent
on JV Cost Recovery ,N83.2bn.

For February, NNPC reported N191.19 billion
revenue but recorded N127.03 billion expenses
out of which N79.5bn was spent again on JV cost
recovery.
In the months of March and April, NNPC said
it made N224.59 billion, and N156.366 billion
and also incurred N183.40 billion, N156.36
billion expenses respectively.
Revenue generated in the months of May,
June, July, August, September October, and
November were N320.315 billion, N295.396
billion, N270.405 billion, N389.120 billion,
N400.446 billion, N323.613 billion, N225.893
billion respectively.
NNPC also said it spent N281.70 billion,
N248.23 billion, N203.12 billion, N309.09 billion,
N332.91 billion, N308.763 billion and N215.36
billion respectively.

A bulk of these expenses went into the
payment of subsidy which totaled N1.15 trillion
in the 11 months period.
Due to these expenses, NNPC noted it could
only remit to the federation account for the ninemonth period N522.203 billion.
According to the report, the corporation
remitted a total of N10.536 billion to the
federation account in the month of November,
out of the N209.3 billion monthly projection.
The report showed that N90.86 billion was
remitted in January, N64.161 billion in February,
and N41.184 in March.
Nothing was remitted in April, but N38.60
billion, N47.162 billion, N67.28 billion, N80
billion, N67.53 billion, and N14.184 billion
were remitted in the months of May-October
respectively.
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FG Reveals
Borrowing
Schedule For Q1,
2022

BY LADI PATRICK

Debt Management Office ,
DMO, has released a calendar
for the issuance of bonds for
the first quarter of 2022 ,Q12022.
The calendar shows that on
January 16, DMO will issue
N70 billion to N80 billion,
four years and 20 years Federal
Government of Nigeria ,FGN,
bond, with an interest rate of
12.50%.
It has an original tenor of
10 years and 20 years and will
re-open in January 2026 and
January 2042.
On February 16, DMO will
issue three years, 11 months
and 19 years, 11 months FGN
bond of N70 billion to N80
billion, with an interest rate
of 12.50%, to be re-opened
in January 2026 and January
2042, and with original tenor
of 10 years and 20 years.
On March 23, the DMO
will also issue three years,
10 months, and 19 years, 10
months, 70 billion to N80
billion FGN bonds, with
interest rate at 12.50%, and to
be re-opened in January 2026
and January 2042.

Borno’s N4.3bn First
Flyover Undergoes
Reconstruction
BY HASSAN JIRGI

Borno State first constructed
flyover road commissioned
by President Muhammadu
Buhari a few weeks ago is
undergoing reconstruction
owing defects resulting in
cracks and shakiness when
vehicles ply on the bridge.
Residents of Maiduguri have
confirmed to AljazirahNigeria
correspondent in Maiduguri,
the Borno State capital.
The flyover is the first in
Maiduguri, second in the
North-east.
The
flyer-over
was
commissioned by President
Muhammadu Buhari barely
one month specifically on
December 23, alongside other
giant projects constructed
by Governor Babagana
Zulum, with the support of
celebrated philanthropist,
Alhaji Muhammad Indimi.
Abba Sec Maina, a resident
of Maiduguri, said that it
was true that the flyover was
undergoing reconstruction.
Zulum’s 3-week old flyover
is on renovation. I witnessed
it”, he said.
Sanusi Ismail Ngulde also
shared the picture of the
bridge, saying, “Here is the
image of the just concluded
4.3 billion naira flyover. It has
cracks and is being blocked
by ECC in just 3 weeks after
the commissioning of the
project. What a substandard
project”, he said.

Soft Drinks To Sell For
N250/50CL Over N10 Tax
BY ALIYU GALADIMA

Following the imposition
of excise duty of N10/ per
litre on soft drinks, depot
owners, dealers and retailers
have said they have no
choice but to increase their
prices, AljazirahNigeria can
authoritatively reveal.
In a market survey
conducted by AljazirahNigeria
many of those who responded
said if the new tax regime
comes into effect they will
accordingly increase their
prices.
Also, manufacturers have
said they will comply with the
new tax regime.
Mallam Musa Isah, a soft
beverage seller in Nyanya
area, who spoke to our
correspondent, said they are
waiting for the new directive
to take effect.
He said: “It is not that we
are happy that the prices of
soft drinks will go up, if, for
anything, it will affect sales.
I know people who cannot
afford them at the current
price. Now, what happens
when the cost is increased?
He mentioned that the
policy is obnoxious as it is
not in the prerogative of the
government to control what
people consume as long as
they can afford it. He said: “I
heard that the reason they

Nami

want to increase the price
was to check obesity to avert
diabetics. But I think that’s
not true. This government
is looking for money from
everyone and everywhere to
service debts.
A retailer in Jikwoyi a
suburb of the FCT, Mama
Ngozi told AljazirahNigeria
that she might stop the sale
of soft drinks when the tax
come into force.
When asked why she would
stop? She said, going by the
present cost, it takes many
days to exhaust sales unlike
before. When we were selling

N100 per 50CL people were
buying to cool off and satisfy, I
normally sell close to 60 packs
of plastic soft drinks within
four days but struggle to sell
15 in seven days.
Adamu Bauchi, who sells in
the Mararaba area of Nasarawa
said: “I may not continue in
the business because many
of my customers before now
pay on demand but nowadays
they buy two bottles and pay
for one with the promise to
pay for the other in the next
purchase. Honestly, I am
presently struggling to finish
a few packs and do you think

I would sell at all when the
policy came into effect? In
terms of recouping profit,
it would come but at a snail
speed because customers
would seek alternatives.
He said the policy will have
negative effects on the
population.
Adamu said: “Let’s say that
I have N250 on me for launch.
Presently, I can afford a snack
of N100 and a bottle of soft
drink for N150. But if the cost
goes up, I will have to spend
the entire money buying a
soft drink alone. People would
surely go for an alternative.

Speaking with a policy
strategist who pleads to be
anonymous said “It shall drive
inflation and it won’t solve the
challenges envisaged. He said;
take a look at tobacco policy.
Did it stop smokers from
smoking so as to stop cancer
and cardiac-arrest?
He said it will increase
hunger and drive inflation to
an all-time high. I know that
the Federal Government has
borrowed a lot of money, so;
it wants to squeeze out money
from citizens’ coffers to make
up for the debts.
You would recall that
AljazirahNigeria had reported
that the Manufacturer
Association ,MAN, has called
on the Federal Government
to reconsider its plan to
introduce N10 per litre excise
duty on carbonated, and nonalcoholic drinks.
MAN stated in a paper titled
“Key Considerations Against
Excise on Non-Alcoholic
Beverages” that the proposed
law would be unproductive
and would result in income
loss for the government.
According to MAN, between
2022 and 2025, the federal
government may earn N81
billion from excise duty but
lose N197 billion from other
taxes, like Value Added Tax
and Company Income Tax
from soft drink makers.

FG Selects 12 States To Pilot Auto Gas On Vehicles
BY CHARLES EBI

Federal Government has
selected 12 states for the
pilot phase of the conversion
of vehicles using petrol and
diesel to enable them to run
on Liquefied Petroleum Gas,
also known as Auto-gas.
Our
correspondent
gathered that engineers
with
four
automobile
manufacturers had already
started receiving training
on how to convert vehicles
assembled or produced in
Nigeria to start using autogas
instead of petrol or diesel.
The Programme Manager,
National
Liquefied
Petroleum Gas Expansion
Implementation
Plan,
Dayo Adeshina, told our
correspondent on Friday that
the LPG component in the
autogas initiative would be
implemented in the 12 states.
The
National
LPG
Expansion Implementation
Plan is domiciled in the Office
of the Vice -President and
has been making moves to

ensure the usage of gas both
for cooking, in automobiles
and for other purposes.
According to Adeshina, the
12 states are Lagos, Ogun,
Bauchi, Gombe, FCT, Niger,
Katsina, Sokoto, Ebonyi,
Enugu, Delta and Bayelsa.
Since 2019, the Federal
Government has been
pushing for a switch from
using petrol and diesel to
power vehicles to autogas,
with the declaration of 2020
as the year of gas.
It has continued to
introduce programmes to
encourage citizens to use gas
as an alternative fuel, with
the autogas policy being one
of such.
In September 2020, for
instance, the Central Bank of
Nigeria introduced a N250bn
facility for the National Gas
Expansion Programme as
part of measures to improve
access to finance for private
sector investments in the
domestic gas value chain.
Speaking on measures

adopted to ensure gas
penetration through the
autogas initiative, Adeshina
said, “I am in charge of the
LPG expansion programme;
yes, there is an autogas
element of it, but it is the LPG
aspect that I am responsible
for.
“And in this aspect, we
are concentrating our target
on 12 pilot states and our
approach is simple. We
are starting with the state
governments by getting the
vehicles that they are using
in those states.
“So, if I take Lagos for
example, in the last eight
years, Lagos has had vehicles
from GAC, JAG, Toyota and
Coscharis. So, what we’ve
done is that we’ve gone to
those four companies to
tell them that we would like
to train their engineers to
convert vehicles that they
supplied to Lagos State
already.
“The idea is that they can
convert the vehicles from

the use of petrol to LPG
and then we can now scale
it massively. So, we’ve done
the online training, and we
started with Lagos for those
four companies”.
Adeshina,
however,
explained that because of
COVID-19, the engineers
who were supposed to come
and train the personnel in
Lagos could not make it last
year.
“But we are hoping that by
the end of the first quarter of
this year, they can come in to
start the physical conversion
of those vehicles”, he said.
He noted that before then,
the government would get
the kits in, adding that this
approach would be replicated
in the other states.
On
whether
state
governments were showing
interest in the conversion
exercise, Adeshina responded
in the affirmative.
He said, “There is high
interest and we are making
sure that the Original

Equipment Manufacturers are
involved in the process. Also
the kits to be supplied will be
from OEMs, as we will make
sure that there are warranties
for that equipment.
“That is why we are offering
to train the people who will
make those installations. So,
there is a lot of high interest
and states are waiting to
have it done in their various
domains.
“However, like everything
else, people are skeptical
until they see it and they will
now start to ask, ‘So this can
be done?’ This was the same
way they saw generators that
were running on LPG when
we practically demonstrated
it to them”.
He said the government
had been carrying out
sensitisation and awareness
campaigns in the 12 states
and would continue to push
for the conversion of vehicles
to run on autogas, considering
the abundant gas reserves in
the country
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Jami’an soji sun yi shuru na ‘yan mintoci don karrama jaruman da suka rasu a yayin bikin tunawa da ranar tunawa da sojojin kasar ta shekarar 2022 a Jos a karshen mako.

‘Yan Bindiga:
Buhari Ya Umarci
Sojoji Su Mayar
Da Martani A
Neja Game Da
Kashe-kashe
Shugaban Qasa Muhammadu
Buhari ya sake umartar sojoji da su
mayar da martani mai tsauri kan
kashe-kashe da sace-sacen jama’a
da ‘yan bindiga ke yi a Neja tare da
aiwatar da wasu dabaru ta hanyar
amfani da qarfi. Malam Garba
Shehu, mai magana da yawun
shugaban, wanda ya bayyana
hakan a wata sanarwa a ranar
Lahadi a Abuja, ya ce shugaban
ya miqa wannan umarni ga
shelkwatar tsaro.
Shugaban ya bayyana cewa,
ayyukan soji ya zama dole domin
duba yadda ake ci gaba da kai
hare-hare a kan al’umomin Neja
da ‘yan bindiga da ragowar ‘yan
ta’addan Boko Haram ke tserewa
yankin Arewa maso Yamma da
Arewa maso Gabashin qasar. A
cikin saqon da shugaban ya aikewa
gwamnati da al’ummar Nijar, ya
ce: “Zan so in miqa saqon ta’aziyya
ga gwamnati da al’ummar jihar
biyo bayan aukuwar lamarin tsaro
a ‘yan kwanakin nan.
“Gwamnatin Tarayya na son
qarfafa goyon baya da haxin gwiwa
da dukkan jihohin qasar nan. “Na
yi imanin cewa tare da cikakken
haxin gwiwar ‘yan qasa, tabbas za
mu shawo kan wannan matsala.”
A cewarsa, tsaro wani nauyi ne
da ya rataya a wuyan kowane xan
qasa kuma “ta hanyar haxin kai
da haxin gwiwa da jami’an tsaro
ne kawai za mu iya shawo kan
matsalolin a qarshe.

Jihar Kogi Ta Yi Alqawarin qara
Inganta Kiwon Lafiya
A ranar Lahadin da ta gabata ne
gwamnatin Jihar Kogi ta jaddada
qudirinta na samar da ingantaccen
kiwon lafiya ga mazauna jihar
musamman a yankunan karkara.
Kwamishinan lafiya na jihar, Dakta
Saka Audu, ya ba da wannan tabbacin
ne a lokacin da aka karrama ma’aikatar
da lambar yabo ta ‘Certificate of
Credence’
saboda
kasancewar
ma’aikata mafi qarancin laifin cin
hanci da rashawa a cikin ma’aikatu da
ma’aikatu da hukumomin jihohi 100 da
aka fi sani da xa’a a (MDAs) na Nijeriya.
Wata qungiya mai zaman kanta mai
yaki da cin hanci da rashawa, Cibiyar
Xa’a da Kimar Kai CESVO ce ta ba
kwamishinan ne a madadin ma’aikatar
lafiya ta jihar a Lokoja.
Cibiyar ta kuma ba Audu lambar yabo
ta Shugabanci/Conduct “Compliance
Award,” baya ga haka kuma ta karrama
shi da “Integrity Icon,” na Nijeriya Kogi

ya jaddada qudirinsa na samar da
ingantaccen kiwon lafiya ga mazauna
cikin jama’a. Audu ya godewa CESVO
da karramawar da ta yi masa tare da
ba su tabbacin gwamnatin Gwamna
Yahaya Bello na ganin cewa mazauna
Kogi sun ci gaba da samun ingantattun
ayyukan kiwon lafiya musamman ma
marasa qarfi a yankunan karkara.
Audu ya ce ma’aikatar ta samu
nasarar cimma wannan buri, saboda
rashin goyon baya da goyon bayan da
gwamna ke ba su wajen gudanar da
ayyukansu.
Ya kuma yabawa shuwagabanni da
ma’aikatan ma’aikatar, waxanda suka
yi aiki dare da rana tare da shi don bai
wa ma’aikatar damar samun nasara.
Kwamishinan ya sadaukar da wannan
karramawar ne ga gwamnan, inda ya yi
alqawarin cewa ma’aikatar za ta ci gaba
da sauke nauyin da ke kanta tare da
tsoron Allah. “A gaskiya ina son in yaba

tawagar da suka yi aiki dare da rana tare
da ni don kai wa ga inda muke a yau,”
Na sadaukar da kyautar ga Bello, wanda
ya ba ni damar yi wa mutanen Kogi
hidima. “Ina roqon Allah Madaukakin
Sarki ya ci gaba da xaukaka shi ya biya
masa dukkan buqatunsa.
Tun da farko, Babban Darakta na
CESVO, Mista Salih Yakubu, ya ce
bayan gudanar da aikin tantance sirri
mai zaman kansa na vangarori dabandaban a cikin qungiyoyi masu zaman
kansu mallakar jihohi 500 a Nijeriya,
ma’aikatar lafiya ta Kogi ta zama mafi
qarancin cin hanci da rashawa a cikin
10 na farko na ma’aikatun lafiya na
jihohi a Nijeriya. Yakubu ya qara da
cewa qungiyoyi masu zaman kansu sun
gudanar da tambayoyi, sun gudanar da
quri’ar jin ra’ayi, sun yi hira da masu
ba da rahoto, ziyarar wuraren aiki da
tsarin bin kasafin kuxi tsakanin Maris
2020 da Disamba 2021.”

Hukumar NDLEA Ta Qwace Kuxaxe, Makamai,
Alburusai, 137.754kg Narcotics A Jihohi 7
Hukumar Hana Sha Da Fataucin
Miyagun Qwayoyi Ta Qasa NDLEA,
ta kama wani jami’in tsaro na bogi,
Babagana Ma’aji da tabar wiwi mai
nauyin kilogiram 5.6 daga Legas a
Filato. Daraktan yaxa labarai da bayar
da shawarwari na NDLEA, Mista Femi
Babafemi ne ya bayyana hakan a wata
sanarwa da ya fitar ranar Lahadi a
Abuja. Babafemi ya ce an kama wanda
ake zargin ne a Damaturu, Yobe, biyo
bayan kama wata motar bas da ta
kawo kayan daga Legas zuwa Gombe
a Mararaban Jos a ranar 8 ga watan
Janairu. Sannan ya ce, an kama wani
da ake zargi xan bindiga ne Abdullahi

Ahmad, xan shekara 28, a Hwolshe
ranar 11 ga Janairu.
Babafemi ya qara da cewa an kama
wanda ake zargin da bindigar Beretta
guda xaya; harsasai guda bakwai; biyu
fanko; da kuma giram 12 na cannabis
sativa. Wannan, ya ce baya ga Naira
miliyan 1,136,344, waxanda ake
zargin kuxin fansa ne da kuma wata
mota qirar Opel mai lamba ZAR35LQ.
Haka zalika, an kama shugaban
qungiyar masu rarraba hodar iblis a
Filato, Chibueze John, mai shekaru
42, a hanyar Zaria, Jos, tare da qwato
hodar iblis masu yawa da Tramadol a
hannunsa.

Babafemi ya ce Motar Sienna (BWR
584 AL) da Toyota Camry (RBC 461 BF)
da kuma kuxi Naira (N 277,000) kacal,
wanda wanda ake zargin ya miqa wa
jami’an varayin a matsayin cin hanci
don a qyale shi.
“A Delta kuma, yunqurin da Ejike
Obiora, xan shekaru 38, na yin fasa
qwaurin Hdar Iblis da Heroin dabandaban zuwa Cibiyar Kula da Gyaran
Nijeriya, (NCoS) Ogwashi-Uku,
qaramar hukumar Aniocha ta Kudu,
ya ci tura a ranar 8 ga watan Janairu.
lokacin da aka gano cewa ya voye
magungunan a cikin kayan abinci da
ake nufi da wani fursuna.

HOTO: SUNDAY ADAH/ICE/NAN

Ban Tava Sukar
Tinubu Ba
– Orji Kalu
Babban Mai Shigar Da Qara Na
Majalisar Dattawa, Sanata Orji Kalu
ya wanke kansa daga rahotannin da
kafafen yaxa labarai suka yaxa cewa
ya kai wa jigon jam’iyyar (APC) hari,
Sanata Bola Tinubu. Kalu, a wata
sanarwa da ya fitar ranar Lahadi a
Abuja, ya jaddada cewa ba zai taxa
iya kai wa Tinubu hari ba. Tsohon
gwamnan na Abia, a wata hira da ya
yi da shi ya ce a shirye ya ke da ya haxa
kai da Tinubu wajen neman tikitin
takarar shugaban qasa na jam’iyyar
APC mai mulki. Da yake mayar da
martani kan rahotannin cewa ya
caccaki tsohon gwamnan jihar Legas,
Kalu ya ce: “Ba za mu tava kaiwa
Tinubu hari ba”.
Ya yi nuni da cewa wasu tsirarun
mutane ne da ke da xokin zama
masu son yaxa labarai suka yi wa
furucinsa mummunar fahimta ta
hanyar furta kalaman da ba su dace
ba. “Na gaya wa ’yan Nijeriya cewa zan
yi takara da Tinubu idan aka sanya
tikitin zuwa Kudu. APC jam’iyya ce
ta dimokuraxiyya wacce ke bai wa
kowane xan takara da ya cancanta
damar kaxa quri’a kuma a zave shi.
“Ba wani mutum ne ya mallaka ko
sarrafa shi. Idan na ce zan yi takara
da Tinubu.
Hakan ba yana nufin na kai masa
hari ba ne. Ba zan iya kai masa hari
ba ta kowane irin dalili. “Abin baqin
ciki ne cewa wasu abubuwa kaxan
ne ke qoqarin karkatar da maganata
don cinmma wata manufa ta su a
siyasa, ni ba shagalalle bane. Abotata
da Tinubu tana da tushe kuma ba na
rigima da shi. “Ba na adawa da burinsa
na zama shugaban qasa.
Zavin jam’iyyar ne ya tantance
wanda zai zama xan takarar shugaban
qasa,” in ji Kalu.
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ﺿﺒﺎط ﻋﺴﻜﺮﯾﻮن ﯾﻘﻔﻮن دﻗﯿﻘﺔ ﺻﻤﺖ ﺗﻜﺮﯾﻤﺎ ﻟﻸﺑﻄﺎل اﻟﺬﯾﻦ ﺳﻘﻄﻮا ﺧﻼل اﻻﺣﺘﻔﺎل ﺑﯿﻮم ذﻛﺮى اﻟﻘﻮات اﻟﻤﺴﻠﺤﺔ  ٢٠٢٢ﻓﻲ ﺟﻮس ﻓﻲ ﻧﮭﺎﯾﺔ اﻷﺳﺒﻮع.

ﻗطﺎع اﻟطرق :ﺑﺧﺎري ﯾﻛﺗب
ﺣﻛوﻣﺔ اﻟﻧﯾﺟر  ،أﻋطﻰ اﻷو
اﻣر ﺑﺷﺄن اﻟﻌﻣﻠﯾﺎت اﻟﻌﺳﻛرﯾﺔ
ووﺟﮫ اﻟﺮﺋﯿﺲ ﻣﺤﻤﺪ ﺑﺨﺎري ﻣﺮة
أﺧﺮى اﻟﺠﯿﺶ ﺑﺎﻟﺮد ﺑﻘﻮة ﻋﻠﻰ ﺣﺎﻻت
اﻟﻘﺘﻞ واﻻﺧﺘﻄﺎف اﻟﺘﻲ ﯾﺮﺗﻜﺒﮭﺎ ﻗﻄﺎع
اﻟﻄﺮق ﻓﻲ اﻟﻨﯿﺠﺮ وﺗﻨﻔﯿﺬ أھﺪاف
اﺳﺘﺮاﺗﯿﺠﯿﺔ ﻣﻦ ﺧﻼل اﺳﺘﺨﺪام اﻟﻘﻮة.
ﻓﻲ أﺑﻮﺟﺎ  ،ﻗﺎل اﻟﺮﺋﯿﺲ إن اﻟﺘﻮﺟﯿﮫ
ﺳﻠﻤﮫ إﻟﻰ ﻣﻘﺮ اﻟﺪﻓﺎع ﻣﻦ ﻗﺒﻞ اﻟﺮﺋﯿﺲ
 ،وذﻛﺮ اﻟﺮﺋﯿﺲ أن اﻟﻌﻤﻠﯿﺎت
اﻟﻌﺴﻜﺮﯾﺔ أﺻﺒﺤﺖ ﺿﺮورﯾﺔ ﻟﻮﻗﻒ
اﻟﮭﺠﻤﺎت اﻟﻤﺴﺘﻤﺮة ﻋﻠﻰ اﻟﻤﺠﺘﻤﻌﺎت
ﻓﻲ اﻟﻨﯿﺠﺮ ﻣﻦ ﻗﺒﻞ ﻗﻄﺎع اﻟﻄﺮق
وﻓﻠﻮل إرھﺎﺑﯿﻲ ﺑﻮﻛﻮ ﺣﺮام اﻟﻔﺎرﯾﻦ
ﻣﻦ ﺳﺎﺣﺎت اﻟﺤﺮب ﻓﻲ اﻟﺸﻤﺎل
اﻟﻐﺮﺑﻲ.
واﻷﺟﺰاء اﻟﺸﻤﺎﻟﯿﺔ اﻟﺸﺮﻗﯿﺔ ﻣﻦ اﻟﺒﻼد.
ﻓﻲ رﺳﺎﻟﺔ إﻟﻰ ﺣﻜﻮﻣﺔ وﺷﻌﺐ اﻟﻨﯿﺠﺮ
 ،ﻗﺎل اﻟﺮﺋﯿﺲ" :أود أن أﻋﺮب ﻋﻦ
ﺗﻌﺎطﻔﯿﻨﺎ اﻟﺼﺎدق ﻣﻊ ﺣﻜﻮﻣﺔ وﺷﻌﺐ
اﻟﻮﻻﯾﺔ ﻓﻲ أﻋﻘﺎب اﻷﺣﺪاث اﻷﻣﻨﯿﺔ
اﻷﺧﯿﺮة ".ﺗﻌﺰﯾﺰ اﻟﺪﻋﻢ واﻟﺘﻌﺎون ﻣﻊ
ﺟﻤﯿﻊ اﻟﺪول.
أﻋﺘﻘﺪ أﻧﮫ ﻣﻦ ﺧﻼل اﻟﺘﻌﺎون اﻟﻜﺎﻣﻞ
ﻟﻠﻤﻮاطﻨﯿﻦ  ،ﺳﻨﻨﺘﺸﺮ ﺑﺎﻟﺘﺄﻛﯿﺪ ﺑﺎﻟﻨﺴﺒﺔ
ﻟﻲ ھﺬه اﻟﻤﺸﻜﻠﺔ” .وﻓﻘﺎ ﻟﮫ  ،ﻓﺈن اﻷﻣﻦ
ھﻮ ﻣﺴﺆوﻟﯿﺔ ﻛﻞ ﻓﺮد ﻣﻦ أﻓﺮاد
اﻟﻤﺠﺘﻤﻊ و” ﻓﻘﻂ ﻣﻦ ﺧﻼل اﻟﺘﻀﺎﻣﻦ
واﻟﺘﻌﺎون ﻣﻊ وﻛﺎﻻت إﻧﻔﺎذ اﻟﻘﺎﻧﻮن
ﯾﻤﻜﻨﻨﺎ ھﺰﯾﻤﺔ اﻟﻤﺸﺎﻛﻞ ﻓﻲ اﻟﻨﮭﺎﯾﺔ.

اﻹﺣﺼﺎﺋﻲ اﻟﻌﺎم ﻟﻼﺗﺤﺎد  ،اﻟﺪﻛﺘﻮر
ﺳﯿﻤﻮن وﻣﻊ ذﻟﻚ  ،ﻗﺎل ھﺎري إن
اﻧﺨﻔﺎﺿﺎ ﻓﻲ ﻋﺪد NMSMEs
ھﻨﺎك
ً
واﻟﻤﺴﺎھﻤﺎت ﻓﻲ اﻟﻨﺎﺗﺞ اﻟﻤﺤﻠﻲ
اﻹﺟﻤﺎﻟﻲ ﻟﻨﯿﺠﯿﺮﯾﺎ ً ،
وﻓﻘﺎ ﻟﮭﺎري  ،ﻛﺎن
اﻻﻧﻜﻤﺎش ﻓﻲ ﻋﺪد NMSMEs
واﻧﺨﻔﺎض اﻟﻤﺴﺎھﻤﺎت ﻓﻲ اﻟﻨﺎﺗﺞ
اﻟﻤﺤﻠﻲ اﻹﺟﻤﺎﻟﻲ ﺑﺴﺒﺐ ﺗﺄﺛﯿﺮات
ﻛﻮﻓﯿﺪ ١٩-وأﺷﺎر إﻟﻰ أن اﻻﻧﺨﻔﺎض
ﻓﻲ ﻋﺪد اﻟﺸﺮﻛﺎت اﻟﺼﻐﺮى
واﻟﺼﻐﯿﺮة واﻟﻤﺘﻮﺳﻄﺔ ﻓﻲ ﻋﺎم ٢٠٢٠
ﺳﺠﻞ  ٣٩٦٥٤٣٨٥ﻣﺆﺳﺴﺔ ﻣﻘﺎﺑﻞ
 ٢٨ ٤١٥٤٣ﻣﺆﺳﺴﺔ ﻓﻲ ﻋﺎم .٢٠١٧

:2023اﻟﻤﺠﻤﻮﻋﺔ ﺗﺤﺚ رﺋﯿﺲ اﻟﺒﻨﻚ اﻷف
رﯾﻘﻲ ﻟﻠﺘﻨﻤﯿﺔ ﻋﻠﻰ اﻟﺘﺮﺷﺢ ﻟﻠﺮﺋﺎﺳﺔ

ﺣﺜﺖ ﺟﻤﻌﯿﺔ اﻟﺸﺒﺎب اﻟﺤﻜﯿﻢ ﻓﻲ
ﻧﯿﺠﯿﺮﯾﺎ  ،رﺋﯿﺲ ﻣﺠﻤﻮﻋﺔ اﻟﺒﻨﻚ
اﻷﻓﺮﯾﻘﻲ ﻟﻠﺘﻨﻤﯿﺔ  ،اﻟﺪﻛﺘﻮر أﻛﯿﻨﻮوﻣﻲ
أدﯾﺴﯿﻨﺎ  ،ﻋﻠﻰ اﻟﺘﺮﺷﺢ ﻟﻤﻨﺼﺐ رﺋﯿﺲ
ﻧﯿﺠﯿﺮﯾﺎ ﻓﻲ ﻋﺎم .٢٠٢٣
ﻣﺴﺆول اﻟﻌﻼﻗﺎت  ،اﻟﺴﯿﺪ ھﺎروﻧﺎ أوود
ﯾﻮم اﻷﺣﺪ ﻓﻲ أﺑﻮﺟﺎ  ،وﺻﻔﺖ
اﻟﻤﺠﻤﻮﻋﺔ أدﯾﺴﯿﻨﺎ ﺑﺄﻧﮭﺎ ﻧﯿﺠﯿﺮﯾﺔ ﺗﺘﻤﺘﻊ
ﺑﺼﻔﺎت ﺑﺎرزة ﻣﻄﻠﻮﺑﺔ ﻓﻲ اﻟﻠﺤﻈﺔ
اﻟﺤﺮﺟﺔ ﻟﻤﻌﺎﻟﺠﺔ ﻋﺪد ﻻ ﯾﺤﺼﻰ ﻣﻦ
اﻟﻤﺸﺎﻛﻞ اﻟﺘﻲ ﺗﻮاﺟﮫ ﻧﯿﺠﯿﺮﯾﺎ ﻛﺄﻣﺔ.
ﻓﺘﺮﺗﯿﻦ  -رﺋﯿﺲ ﺑﻨﻚ اﻟﺘﻨﻤﯿﺔ اﻷﻓﺮﯾﻘﻲ
ﻧﻈﺮا ﻷﺳﻼﻓﮫ  ،ﯾﻤﻜﻦ اﻟﻮﺛﻮق
ً ،
ﺑﺄدﯾﺴﯿﻨﺎ ﻹدارة ﺷﺆون ﻧﯿﺠﯿﺮﯾﺎ ﺑﻨﺠﺎح.
ﺷﺎب  ،ﻧﺎﺑﺾ ﺑﺎﻟﺤﯿﺎة  ،ﻣﺜﻘﻒ ذو
ّ
ﻣﺮﻛﺰ.
ﺧﺒﺮة وﻋﻘﻞ
أﻛﺎدﯾﻤﯿﺎ  ،ﺗﺘﻤﺘﻊ أدﯾﺸﯿﻨﺎ ﺑﺴﺠﻞ ﺣﺎﻓﻞ
ً
ﺑﺎﻟﺬﻛﺎء .ﻟﻘﺪ ﻛﺎن أول ﻣﻦ ﺗﺨﺮج
ﺑﺪرﺟﺔ اﻣﺘﯿﺎز ﻣﻊ ﻣﺮﺗﺒﺔ اﻟﺸﺮف
اﻷوﻟﻰ  ،درﺟﺔ اﻟﺒﻜﺎﻟﻮرﯾﻮس ﻓﻲ
اﻻﻗﺘﺼﺎد اﻟﺰراﻋﻲ  ،ﻣﻦ ﺟﺎﻣﻌﺔ
أوﺑﺎﻓﺎﻣﻲ أووﻟﻮوا  ،ﻧﯿﺠﯿﺮﯾﺎ  ،ﻓﻲ ﻋﺎم
" .١٩٨١ﺣﺼﻞ ﻋﻠﻰ درﺟﺔ
اﻟﻤﺎﺟﺴﺘﯿﺮ واﻟﺪﻛﺘﻮراه ﻓﻲ اﻻﻗﺘﺼﺎد

اﻟﺰراﻋﻲ ) (١٩٨٨ﻣﻦ ﺟﺎﻣﻌﺔ ﺑﻮردو
ﺑﺎﻟﻮﻻﯾﺎت اﻟﻤﺘﺤﺪة اﻷﻣﺮﯾﻜﯿﺔ  ،ﺣﯿﺚ
ﺣﺼﻞ ﻋﻠﻰ ﺟﺎﺋﺰة أطﺮوﺣﺔ اﻟﺪﻛﺘﻮراه
اﻟﻤﺘﻤﯿﺰة ﻟﺘﻠﻚ اﻟﺴﻨﺔ.
"ﻟﻘﺪ أظﮭﺮ أن أداؤه اﻷﻛﺎدﯾﻤﻲ اﻟﻤﺘﻤﯿﺰ
ﻟﻢ ﯾﻜﻦ ﺻﺪﻓﺔ  ،ﻷﻧﮫ طﺒﻖ ذﻟﻚ ﻓﻲ
ﺗﻠﺒﯿﺔ اﻻﺣﺘﯿﺎﺟﺎت اﻻﺟﺘﻤﺎﻋﯿﺔ
واﻻﻗﺘﺼﺎدﯾﺔ ﻟﻺﻧﺴﺎﻧﯿﺔ ﻋﻠﻰ اﻟﺼﻌﯿﺪﯾﻦ
اﻟﻮطﻨﻲ واﻟﺪوﻟﻲ.
وﻗﺎﻟﺖ اﻟﻤﺠﻤﻮﻋﺔ إﻧﮫ ﻛﻮزﯾﺮ ﺳﺎﺑﻖ
ﻟﻠﺰراﻋﺔ واﻟﺮﺋﯿﺲ اﻟﺤﺎﻟﻲ ﻟـ ﻟﻢ ﯾﺨﯿﺐ
اﻟﺒﻨﻚ اﻷﻓﺮﯾﻘﻲ ﻟﻠﺘﻨﻤﯿﺔ  ،أدﯾﺴﯿﻨﺎ أو
ﯾﺨﯿﺐ أﻣﻞ اﻷﻣﺔ  ،وﻻ ﺳﯿﻤﺎ اﻟﺸﺒﺎب.
"إن اﻗﺘﺼﺎدي اﻟﺘﻨﻤﯿﺔ واﻟﺒﺎﺣﺚ وﺧﺒﯿﺮ
ﻋﺎﻟﻤﯿﺎ ،
اﻟﺘﻨﻤﯿﺔ اﻟﺰراﻋﯿﺔ اﻟﻤﺸﮭﻮر
ً
ﻋﺎﻣﺎ ﻣﻦ
٣٠
واﻟﺬي ﯾﺘﻤﺘﻊ ﺑﺄﻛﺜﺮ ﻣﻦ
ً
اﻟﺨﺒﺮة اﻟﺪوﻟﯿﺔ  ،أﺛﺒﺖ ﺟﺪارﺗﮫ ﻓﻲ ﻛﻞ
ﻓﺮﺻﺔ.
ﺳﺠﻞ أن أدﯾﺴﯿﻨﺎ ﻛﻮزﯾﺮ ﻟﻠﺰراﻋﺔ ﻓﻲ
ﻧﯿﺠﯿﺮﯾﺎ ﻣﻦ  ٢٠١١إﻟﻰ ، ٢٠١٥
أﺻﻠﺢ اﻟﻘﻄﺎع .ﻋﻠﻰ ﻗﯿﺪ اﻟﺤﯿﺎة ﻣﻦ
ﺧﻼل اﺳﺘﺜﻤﺎرات ﯾﻘﻮدھﺎ اﻟﻘﻄﺎع
أﯾﻀﺎ ﺑﺘﻮﺳﯿﻊ إﻧﺘﺎج
اﻟﺨﺎص  ،ﺑﯿﻨﻤﺎ ﻗﺎم
ً
اﻟﻐﺬاء ﻓﻲ اﻟﺒﻼد.

ﻓﻲ ﻓﺘﺮة وﻻﯾﺘﮫ  ،أﻧﮭﺖ ﻧﯿﺠﯿﺮﯾﺎ ٤٠
ﻋﺎﻣﺎ ﻣﻦ اﻟﻔﺴﺎد ﻓﻲ ﻗﻄﺎع اﻷﺳﻤﺪة ﻣﻦ
ً
ﺧﻼل ﺗﻄﻮﯾﺮ وﺗﻨﻔﯿﺬ ﻧﻈﺎم ﻣﺤﻔﻈﺔ
إﻟﻜﺘﺮوﻧﯿﺔ ﻣﺒﺘﻜﺮ  ،واﻟﺬي ﯾﻮﻓﺮ ﺑﺸﻜﻞ
ﻣﺒﺎﺷﺮ اﻟﻤﺰارﻋﻮن اﻟﺬﯾﻦ ﻟﺪﯾﮭﻢ
ﻣﺪﺧﻼت زراﻋﯿﺔ ﻣﺪﻋﻮﻣﺔ ﻋﻠﻰ ﻧﻄﺎق
واﺳﻊ ﺑﺎﺳﺘﺨﺪام ھﻮاﺗﻔﮭﻢ اﻟﻤﺤﻤﻮﻟﺔ.
"ﺧﻼل اﻟﺴﻨﻮات اﻷرﺑﻊ اﻷوﻟﻰ ﻣﻦ
إطﻼﻗﮫ  ،وﺻﻞ ﻧﻈﺎم اﻟﻤﺤﻔﻈﺔ
اﻹﻟﻜﺘﺮوﻧﯿﺔ ھﺬا إﻟﻰ  ١٥ﻣﻠﯿﻮن
ﻣﺰارع  ،ﻣﻤﺎ أدى إﻟﻰ ﺗﻐﯿﯿﺮ ﺣﯿﺎﺗﮭﻢ
ﺑﺸﻜﻞ ﻛﺒﯿﺮ ".أﺻﺒﺢ ﻧﻈﺎم اﻟﻤﺤﻔﻈﺔ
ﻋﺎﻟﻤﯿﺎ وﯾﺘﻢ ﺗﻨﻔﯿﺬه
اﻹﻟﻜﺘﺮوﻧﯿﺔ اﻵن
ً
ﺣﺎﻟﯿﺎ ﻓﻲ اﻟﻌﺪﯾﺪ ﻣﻦ اﻟﺒﻠﺪان اﻷﻓﺮﯾﻘﯿﺔ.
ً
”ﻗﺎﻟﺖ اﻟﻤﺠﻤﻮﻋﺔ إﻧﮫ ﻋﻠﻰ اﻟﺼﻌﯿﺪ
أﯾﻀﺎ ﻗﺪرﺗﮫ ،
اﻟﻌﺎﻟﻤﻲ  ،أظﮭﺮ أدﯾﺴﯿﻨﺎ
ً
ﻻ ﺳﯿﻤﺎ ﻓﻲ ﺑﻨﻚ اﻟﺘﻨﻤﯿﺔ اﻷﻓﺮﯾﻘﻲ ﺣﯿﺚ
ﺣﺎﻟﯿﺎ ﻓﺘﺮة وﻻﯾﺘﮫ اﻟﺜﺎﻧﯿﺔ
ﯾﺸﻐﻞ
ً
ﻛﺮﺋﯿﺲ .اﻷوﻟﻮﯾﺎت ﻟﻠﻤﺆﺳﺴﺔ  ،واﻟﺘﻲ
أطﻠﻖ ﻋﻠﯿﮭﺎ اﺳﻢ High-5. "The
High 5sھﻲ :ﺗﺼﻨﯿﻊ إﻓﺮﯾﻘﯿﺎ ؛ دﻣﺞ
إﻓﺮﯾﻘﯿﺎ ؛ وﺗﺤﺴﯿﻦ ﻧﻮﻋﯿﺔ اﻟﺤﯿﺎة
ﻟﺸﻌﻮب إﻓﺮﯾﻘﯿﺎ.

ﻛﻮﺟﻲ ﺗﺆﻛﺪ اﻟﺘﺰاﻣﮭﺎ ﺑﺠﻮدة ﺗﻘﺪﯾﻢ اﻟﺮﻋﺎﯾﺔ اﻟﺼﺤﯿﺔ

أﻛﺪت ﺣﻜﻮﻣﺔ ﻛﻮﺟﻲ ﯾﻮم اﻷﺣﺪ
اﻟﺘﺰاﻣﮭﺎ ﺑﺘﻘﺪﯾﻢ رﻋﺎﯾﺔ ﺻﺤﯿﺔ ﻋﺎﻟﯿﺔ
اﻟﺠﻮدة ﻟﺴﻜﺎن اﻟﻮﻻﯾﺔ  ،ﻻ ﺳﯿﻤﺎ ﻓﻲ
اﻟﻤﻨﺎطﻖ اﻟﺮﯾﻔﯿﺔ  ،وأﻛﺪ ﻣﻔﻮض
اﻟﺼﺤﺔ ﺑﺎﻟﻮﻻﯾﺔ  ،اﻟﺪﻛﺘﻮر ﺳﺎﻛﺎ أودو
 ،ﻋﻨﺪﻣﺎ ﺗﻢ ﺗﻜﺮﯾﻢ اﻟﻮزارة ﺑﺠﺎﺋﺰة
"ﺷﮭﺎدة اﻻﻋﺘﻤﺎد" ﻟﺘﺼﻨﯿﻔﮭﺎ ﻋﻠﻰ أﻧﮭﺎ
اﻷﻗﻞ ﻣﻦ ﺑﯿﻦ  ١٠٠وزارة وإدارات
ووﻛﺎﻻت ) )MDAsﻓﻲ دوﻟﺔ ذات
ﺗﺼﻨﯿﻒ ﻋﺎﻟﻲ اﻟﻤﺴﺆوﻟﯿﺔ اﻷﺧﻼﻗﯿﺔ
واﻷﻗﻞ ﻓﺴﺎدًا ﻓﻲ ﻧﯿﺠﯿﺮﯾﺎ.
ﺗﻢ ﺗﻘﺪﯾﻢ اﻟﺠﺎﺋﺰة إﻟﻰ اﻟﻤﻔﻮض ﻧﯿﺎﺑﺔ

ﻋﻦ وزارة اﻟﺼﺤﺔ ﺑﺎﻟﻮﻻﯾﺔ ﻓﻲ
ﻟﻮﻛﻮﺟﺎ ﻣﻦ ﻗﺒﻞ ﻣﻜﺎﻓﺤﺔ ﻣﻨﻈﻤﺔ ﻏﯿﺮ
ﺣﻜﻮﻣﯿﺔ ﻣﻌﻨﯿﺔ ﺑﺎﻟﻔﺴﺎد  ،وﻣﺮﻛﺰ
ﺗﻮﺟﯿﮫ اﻷﺧﻼق واﻟﻘﯿﻤﺔ اﻟﺬاﺗﯿﺔ ،
CESVO.ﻛﻤﺎ ﻣﻨﺢ اﻟﻤﺮﻛﺰ ﺟﺎﺋﺰة
اﻟﻘﯿﺎدة اﻷﺧﻼﻗﯿﺔ  /اﻻﻣﺘﺜﺎل اﻟﺴﻠﻮﻛﻲ
ﻓﻲ أودو  ،وﻛﺮﻣﮫ ﺑﺄﯾﻘﻮﻧﺔ اﻟﻨﺰاھﺔ ﻓﻲ
ﻧﯿﺠﯿﺮﯾﺎ  ،ﻛﻮﺟﻲ ﯾﺆﻛﺪ اﻟﺘﺰاﻣﮫ ﺑﺘﻘﺪﯾﻢ
رﻋﺎﯾﺔ ﺻﺤﯿﺔ ﻋﺎﻟﯿﺔ اﻟﺠﻮدة ﻟﻠﻤﻘﯿﻤﯿﻦ
ﻓﻲ اﻟﺴﻠﻮك اﻟﻌﺎم.
ﺷﻜﺮ أودو CESVOﻋﻠﻰ اﻟﺠﺎﺋﺰة
وأﻛﺪ ﻟﮭﻢ اﻟﺘﺰام إدارة اﻟﺤﺎﻛﻢ ﯾﺤﯿﻰ

ﺑﯿﻠﻮ ﺑﻀﻤﺎن اﺳﺘﻤﺮار ﺳﻜﺎن ﻛﻮﺟﻲ.
ﺣﺼﻞ ﺣﻠﯿﻔﮫ ﻋﻠﻰ ﺧﺪﻣﺎت رﻋﺎﯾﺔ
ﺻﺤﯿﺔ ﻋﺎﻟﯿﺔ اﻟﺠﻮدة  ،ﻻ ﺳﯿﻤﺎ اﻟﻔﺌﺎت
اﻟﻀﻌﯿﻔﺔ ﻓﻲ اﻟﻤﻨﺎطﻖ اﻟﺮﯾﻔﯿﺔ.
وﻗﺎل آودو إن اﻟﻮزارة ﺗﻤﻜﻨﺖ ﻣﻦ
ﺗﺤﻘﯿﻖ ھﺬا اﻹﻧﺠﺎز  ،ﺑﺴﺒﺐ اﻟﺪﻋﻢ
اﻟﻤﺴﺘﻤﺮ ودﻋﻢ اﻟﻤﺤﺎﻓﻆ ﻓﻲ أداء
واﺟﺒﺎﺗﮭﻢ ، .اﻟﺬي ﻋﻤﻞ ﻣﻌﮫ ﻟﯿﻞ ﻧﮭﺎر
ﻟﺘﻤﻜﯿﻦ اﻟﻮزارة ﻣﻦ ﺗﺤﻘﯿﻖ ھﺬا
اﻹﻧﺠﺎز  ،وﻗﺪ ﺧﺼﺺ اﻟﻤﻔﻮض
اﻟﺠﺎﺋﺰة ﻟﻠﻤﺤﺎﻓﻆ  ،ووﻋﺪ ﺑﺄن اﻟﻮزارة
ﺳﺘﺴﺘﻤﺮ ﻓﻲ اﻻﺿﻄﻼع ﺑﻤﺴﺆوﻟﯿﺘﮭﺎ
ﻣﺨﺎﻓﺔ ﷲ.

 NDLEAﺗﺼﺎدر أﻣﻮاﻻً و
أﺳﻠﺤﺔ وذﺧﺎﺋﺮ و ١٣٧٫٧٥٤
ﻛﺠﻢ ﻣﺨﺪرات ﻓﻲ  ٧وﻻﯾﺎت
أﻟﻘﺖ اﻟﻮﻛﺎﻟﺔ اﻟﻮطﻨﯿﺔ ﻹﻧﻔﺎذ ﻗﺎﻧﻮن
اﻟﻤﺨﺪرات  ،أن دي أل إي أي ،
اﻟﻘﺒﺾ ﻋﻠﻰ وﻛﯿﻞ اﻷﻣﻦ اﻟﻤﺰﯾﻒ ،
ﺑﺒﺎﻏﻨﺎ ﻣﺎﺟﻲ ﻣﻦ ﺧﻼل اﻟﺘﺴﻠﯿﻢ
اﻟﻤﺮاﻗﺐ ﻟـ  ٥٫٦ﻛﺠﻢ ﻣﻦ اﻟﺤﺸﯿﺶ ﻣﻦ
ﻻﻏﻮس ﻓﻲ ﺑﻼﺗﻮ .
وﻗﺎل ﻣﺪﯾﺮ اﻹﻋﻼم واﻟﺪﻋﻮة  ،أن دي
أل إي أي  ،اﻟﺴﯿﺪ ﻓﯿﻤﻲ ﺑﺎﺑﺎﻓﯿﻤﻲ ﻓﻲ
ﺑﯿﺎن .ﻗﺎل ﺑﺎﺑﺎﻓﯿﻤﻲ ﯾﻮم اﻷﺣﺪ ﻓﻲ أﺑﻮﺟﺎ
إن اﻟﻤﺸﺘﺒﮫ ﺑﮫ ﻓﻲ داﻣﺎﺗﻮرو  ،ﯾﻮﺑﻲ ،
ﺗﻢ اﻟﻘﺒﺾ ﻋﻠﯿﮫ ﺑﻌﺪ اﻋﺘﺮاض ﺣﺎﻓﻠﺔ
ﺗﺠﺎرﯾﺔ ﻛﺎﻧﺖ ﺗﻨﻘﻞ اﻟﺸﺤﻨﺔ ﻣﻦ ﻻﻏﻮس
إﻟﻰ ﺟﻮﻣﺒﻲ ﻓﻲ ﻣﺎراراﺑﺎن ﺟﻮس ﻓﻲ
 ٨ﯾﻨﺎﯾﺮ.
وأﺿﺎف ﺑﺎﺑﺎﻓﯿﻤﻲ  ،أﺣﺪ اﻟﻠﺼﻮص
اﻟﻤﺸﺘﺒﮫ ﺑﮭﻢ  ،ﻋﺒﺪ ﷲ أﺣﻤﺪ ٢٨ ،
ﻋﺎﻣﺎ  ،ﻓﻲ ووﻟﺸﻲ ﻓﻲ  ١١ﯾﻨﺎﯾﺮ /
ً
ﻛﺎﻧﻮن اﻟﺜﺎﻧﻲ  ،أﻧﮫ ﺗﻢ اﻟﻘﺒﺾ ﻋﻠﻰ
اﻟﻤﺸﺘﺒﮫ ﺑﮫ ﺑﻤﺴﺪس ﺑﯿﺮﯾﺘﺎ ؛ ﺳﺒﻊ
طﻠﻘﺎت ﻣﻦ اﻟﺬﺧﯿﺮة اﻟﺤﯿﺔ ؛ ﻗﺬﯾﻔﺘﺎن
ﺟﺮاﻣﺎ ﻣﻦ اﻟﻘﻨﺐ ﺳﺎﺗﯿﻔﺎ
ﻓﺎرﻏﺘﺎن ؛ ١٢
ً
؛ زوج ﻣﻦ اﻷﺻﻔﺎد.
وﻗﺎل إﻧﮫ ﺑﺎﻹﺿﺎﻓﺔ إﻟﻰ
N1،136،344 ،ﯾﺸﺘﺒﮫ ﻓﻲ أﻧﮭﺎ
أﻣﻮال ﻓﺪﯾﺔ ﺑﺎﻹﺿﺎﻓﺔ إﻟﻰ ﺳﯿﺎرة أوﺑﻞ
ﺑﺮﻗﻢ ﺗﺴﺠﯿﻞ ZAR35LQ.وﺑﺎﻟﻤﺜﻞ ،
ﺗﻢ اﻟﻘﺒﺾ ﻋﻠﻰ زﻋﯿﻢ ﺣﻠﻘﺔ ﺗﻮزﯾﻊ
اﻟﻜﻮﻛﺎﯾﯿﻦ ﻓﻲ ﺑﻼﺗﻮ  ،ﺗﺸﯿﺒﻮﯾﺰي ﺟﻮن
ﻋﺎﻣﺎ  ،ﻋﻠﻰ طﻮل زارﯾﺎ رو .م
ً ٤٢ ،
 ،ﺟﻮس  ،ﺑﻜﻤﯿﺎت اﻟﻜﻮﻛﺎﯾﯿﻦ
واﻟﺘﺮاﻣﺎدول اﻟﺘﻲ ﺗﻢ اﺳﺘﺮدادھﺎ ﻣﻨﮫ.
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It’s just a job. Grass grows, birds fly,
waves pound the sand. I beat people
up. – Muhammad Ali

Ocheho Praises
CAHB For Appointing
Five Nigerians Into
Commissions

The president of the Handball Federation
of Nigeria, HFN, Mr. Samuel Ocheho has
lauded the executive leadership of the
Confederation of Africa Handball ,CAHB,
for appointing five Nigerians into different
commissions
CAHB had, in the past weeks, appointed
top handball technocrats from Nigeria, into
its important commissions which, according
to the continent’s handball governing body,
will aid the continued growth of the sport
in Africa.
The Nigerians are HFN executive
member Dr. Esther Oluwatoyin Aluko,
who was appointed as member of CAHB’s
Commission of Coaching and Methods,
Barrister Emmanuel Ehimare Akihgbe
who was appointed as member of the
Arbitral Tribunal of CAHB, Mr. Saidu Ojih
Jibril also an HFN executive member,
who was appointed as member of CAHB
Arbitration Commission, Mr. Christopher
Olufojude, who was appointed as a
member of the organisation Committee
for beach handball and erstwhile technical
director of HFN Coach Ferdinand Emeana,
who was appointed as member of CAHB’s
Development Commission.
Their mandate is between the years of
2021 to 2025.
Elated Ocheho, praised CAHB for
recognising Nigerians as they are the best in
their different endeavours and has afforded
the country to take its rightful place in the
game of handball in Africa.
“I am very excited that CAHB deemed it
fit to select five Nigerians into its different
committees”, Ocheho said.
The appointment also validates the
good work we are doing in HFN to develop
handball in Nigeria.
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At last, Djokovic Deported, Lost Visa Appeal

Djokovic

World number 1, Novak Djokovic said he is “extremely
disappointed” with a court decision to deport him from
Australia and prevent his defence of the Australian Open.
Serb Djokovic, who is unvaccinated against
COVID-19, failed to overturn a decision from the
government to cancel his visa on public health grounds.
Djokovic was bidding to have the chance to win a
record 21st men’s Grand Slam title, moving him clear of
Spain’s Rafael Nadal and Switzerland’s Roger Federer
for the first time.
Djokovic’s deportation means 35-year-old Nadal
is the only one of the trio playing at Melbourne Park.

Federer, 40, is out with a long-term knee injury.
The world number one, 34, boarded a flight bound for Dubai
from Melbourne on Sunday.
While speaking he said: “I will now be taking some time
to rest and to recuperate”.
The decision ends an 11-day legal dispute over whether
Djokovic would be able to play.
He had his visa canceled when he landed in Melbourne
on 5 January and was then detained in an immigration hotel.
Although that decision was overturned on procedural grounds,
Australia immigration minister Alex Hawke cancelled his visa
again on Friday.
Benitez

AFCON: Super Eagles Resumes
Training After Falcons Victory
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As Westerhof tips Eagles to win trophy

BY JOEL AJAYI

After securing qualification to the round of 16
the Super Eagles on Sunday trained at the Stade
Roumde Adija in Garoua.
The players were put through their paces and
kept up the momentum ahead of the game with
Guinea-Bissau on Wednesday.
The three-time champions had defeated seventime champions Pharaohs of Egypt 1-0 last week
Tuesday before defeating Sudan 3-1 on Saturday.
Meanwhile, the coach who led Nigeria’s Super
Eagles to win their second Africa Cup of Nations
in 1994 Clemens Westerhof, has disclosed that the
2021 AFCON trophy is coming back to Nigeria.
Nigeria last lifted the continental diadem 9

years ago in South Africa.
After watching the Super Eagles defeat Egypt
1-0 in the opening Group D match on Tuesday, the
Dutchman said he was proud of Coach Augustine
Eguavoen and his style of play.
“Austin Eguavoen made me proud”, Westerhof
said in an interview with Vanguard.
“I’m so proud of him that I think the Cup is
coming to Nigeria. The boys were strong, very
strong like they were in my days in Nigeria.
Sometimes we trained three times a day. I made
the boys strong. I noticed that Nigerians are very
physical and strong, so I made them stronger. You
must use what you have. I think Eguavoen is doing
the same thing.
“I tell you, the boys I saw against Egypt can win
the cup. But I tell you, at this moment, the big job
Eguavoen must do now is to make them a family.
They must be together, eat together, play together;
all players must see themselves as brothers. That
way they fight for each other on and off the field.
The job now is to hold the team together. He must
ensure discipline”.
He advised Eguavoen, who is in an interim
capacity, to avoid distractions from government
officials and ensure complete discipline in the
team.

Expect More Domestic Basketball Games – Mark
BY JOEL AJAYI

Ocheho

MATCH
DAY 6
RESULTS
Wikki Tourists 1-2 Remo Stars
Gombe Utd 0-0 Enyimba
3SC 2-2 Sunshine
Plateau Utd 5-0 Dakkada FC
Pillars 1-0 Niger Tornadoes
Rivers Utd 3-0 Kwara Utd
Abia Warriors 1-0 Heartland
Nasarawa Utd 2-1 Lobi Stars
Rangers 2-0 MFM FC
Akwa Utd 2-0 Katsina Utd.

The initiator of the Mark D Ball women’s
Basketball Championships, Igoche Mark assured
lovers of Basketball in Nigeria that plans are
being perfected to have the tournament played
constantly across the country, in a format
replicating the NBA regular season games.
Mark said that the “New Face of Basketball”
is a project focused on reviving the domestic
component of the slam and dunk game.
He gave this assurance at the ongoing 2022
edition of Mark D Ball women’s Basketball
Championship on Saturday in Abuja where
Sunshine Angels of Akure out-dunking Hotcoal
Sizzlers of Abuja 28-20.
Mark recanted how league and grassroots
aspect of Basketball in Nigeria were deflated for
a very long time and unable to bounce; and asked
all stakeholders to rally round him as one United
family to sustain the momentum and ensure
that the inflated ball will keep on bouncing,
uninterruptedly, by ensuring that games are
played across the country, regularly.
It would be recalled that Mark declared his
intention to run as President of the Nigeria
Basketball Federation , NBBF.
Igoche equally dwelled extensively on the
deflated ball which has not been bouncing for a
long time, and replaced it with an inflated ball,
branded “Mark D Ball, the New Face of Basketball
in Nigeria”.
He said his target is to see the ball bouncing
non-stop, and the young ones play as many
games as possible just like in the NBA where 82
games are played in a regular season.
“Even if we cannot play 82 games, let’s play
something close. This is what the New Face of
Basketball is all about”, Mark stated.

Prior to the Opener, players of all the 16
participating teams, aptly dressed in fitting
branded Mark D Ball tops marched onto the
Court of the Multi Purpose Indoor Sports Hall in
Package B, with thousands of Basketball faithful,
their friends and family as well as a number of
performing artistes cheering them, from the
stands.
The young Sportpreneur was visibly pleased
with the massive turn out for the opening
ceremony, and praised Nigerians and corporate
bodies who still believe in the game, and
demonstrated such by committing resources and
co-sponsoring the rejuvenated Championships.
Asked how he was able to put together such a
huge event, Mark added that effective planning,
and mobilizing passionate and committed young
men and women to get things done is germane
to the success story witnessed at the opening
ceremony.
“The turnout has been massive, everybody is
happy to play. Effective planning is germane; we
put a whole lot into planning. We have a lot of
sponsors who still believe that Nigeria basketball
can still rise again, we approached them and they
obliged our request”.

NFF Accuses Pop Cola Of
BY JOEL AJAYI

Nigeria Football Federation, NFF has accused the manufacturer
of soft drink brand, Pop Cola of engaging in ambush marketing
through illicit use of Super Eagles brand images for media
advertorial illicitly.
Chairman/Chief Executive of Pamodzi Sports Marketing
Limited, Chief Mike Itemuagbor said the NFF and his company
are irked by the activities of some corporate who have opted
to surreptitiously reap where they did not sew; by identifying
with the Super Eagles’ brand in an illegitimate and contemptible
manner.
“We have seen one company calling it ‘PopCola’ and
intentionally using the Super Eagles’ group photo for newspape
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Finding good players is easy. Getting
them to play as a team is another
story. – Casey Stengel

Everton Fires Banitez After Norwich Defeat
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Benitez

Everton have fired head coach Rafael Benitez in
the wake of their 2-1 loss at Norwich on Saturday
after just six months as manager.
Benitez was initially drafted in to replace
Carlo Ancelotti in the Goodison Park hot seat
back in June, despite having previously managed
Everton’s arch rivals Liverpool from 2004 to
2010.
The Toffees began the 2021-22 campaign
strongly under the Spaniard but quickly lost
form amid the loss of a number of key players to

injuries and positive Covid-19 tests, with a 2-1
defeat to relegation battling Norwich proving to
be the last straw for an expectant board.
Confirming Benitez’s exit in a statement,
this reads: “Everton Football Club can confirm
the departure of Rafael Benitez as first-team
manager.
“Benitez, who joined Everton in June 2021,
has left the club with immediate effect.
“An update on a permanent replacement will
be made in due course”, the statement read

The Ashes: England Collapses Again As Australia Romps To 4-0
England’s miserable Ashes tour ended with
one last calamitous batting failure as Australia
surged to a 146-run victory in the final Test
to claim a 4-0 series win.
Set 271 to win, England reached 68-0 but
then lost all 10 wickets for the addition of
another 56 runs in Hobart.
Nine wickets fell in the final session
of the third day, England collapsing with
breathtaking speed and ineptitude - even

by their recent standards - to be bowled out
for 124.
Pat Cummins, who lifted the pot in his first
series as captain, took three wickets and Scott
Boland and Cameron Green also picked up
three apiece.
Mark Wood’s superb 6-37 earlier helped
dismiss Australia for 155 in their second
innings to give England an outside chance
of a remarkable win.

Instead, Australia repeated their margin
of victory from the series four years ago
and extended England’s winless run down
to 15 Tests.
Overall, Joe Root’s sides have won only
one of their past 14 tests since February last
year.
By the time they return to Australia in 2025
it will be 14 years since their last success in
an away Ashes Test.

AFCON Group Stage Fixtures & Time
Monday, January 17
Group A:
Cape Verde vs Cameroon - 5pm
Burkina Faso vs Ethiopia - 5pm
Tuesday, January 18
Group B:
Zimbabwe vs Guinea - 5pm
Malawi vs Senegal - 5pm
Group C:
Gabon vs Morocco - 8pm
Ghana vs Comoros - 8pm
Wednesday, January 19
Group D:
Egypt vs Sudan - 8pm
Guinea-Bissau vs Nigeria - 8pm
Thursday, January 20
Group E:
Sierra Leone vs Equatorial Guinea - 5pm
Ivory Coast vs Algeria - 5pm
Group F:
Gambia vs Tunisia - 8pm
Mali vs Mauritania - 8pm

AFCON RESULTS
GROUP STAGE MATCHDAY 2 OF 3

SATURDAY, JANUARY 15
GROUP D:
NIGERIA 3 - 1 SUDAN
GUINEA-BISSAU 0 - 1 EGYPT
SUNDAY, JANUARY 16
GROUP F:
GAMBIA 1 - 1 MALI
TUNISIA 4 - 0 MAURITANIA
GROUP E:
IVORY COAST 2 - 2 SIERRA LEONE
ALGERIA 0 - 1 E-GUINEA

op Cola Of Patent Rights Violation, Issues 48 Hours Ultimatum

s accused the manufacturers
gaging in ambush marketing
es brand images for media

Pamodzi Sports Marketing
id the NFF and his company
corporate who have opted
did not sew; by identifying
legitimate and contemptible

calling it ‘PopCola’ and
’ group photo for newspaper

advertisement, and relating it to the Africa Cup of Nations in
Cameroon. It is a dastard move and they should be ready to face a
legal battle if they do not tender a public apology within the next
48 hours and desist from such chicanery. Another company called
itself ‘Trophy’ and did a similar ambush and deceptive advertising
intentionally.
“For the avoidance of doubt, Coca-Cola is the official soft drinks
partner of the NFF and the Super Eagles and the company and
brand with the legitimate right to identify with the team. This
is the company that has kept faith with the NFF and the Super
Eagles during good and tough times and should reap where they
have sowed.
“In the same vein, Nigerian Breweries PLC is the company and

33 Export is the brand that can so identify with the Super Eagles
as the official beer. This company and the product in question
have done tremendously well in sticking with the NFF and the
Super Eagles through thick and thin. We will not sit idly while
undeserving businesses are trying to identify with the team
because it is doing well, at the expense of those worthy corporates
who have collaborated and partnered with the NFF over the years”.
NFF’s Director of Communications, Ademola Olajire added that
the Federation will not take kindly to further acts of ambushing or
intentional deceptive advertising from individuals or businesses
that have not contributed in any way to the team’s preparations
for the 33rd Africa Cup of Nations or previous championships
and tournaments for that matter.

Pinnick
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Western Sahara conflict

Somalia’s Election
Committee
Chooses New Chief
Electoral authorities in
Somalia have appointed a new
chairman after dismissing
the former chief accused
of involvement in electoral
misconduct.
The announcement of
Somalia’s Federal Election
Implementation
Team,
FEIT, followed the threat of
US sanctions if the country
misses the new deadline of
February 25 to hold elections.
“The defeated candidate
got 11 votes while the second
candidate, Muse Gelle Yusuf
won 14 votes. Therefore,
he is from now on, the new
chairman of Somalia’s Federal
Election
Implementation
Team, FEIT”, said deputy
chairman of FEIT, Mowlid
Matan Salad.
The mandate of President
Mohamed
Abdullahi
Mohamed, better known as
Farmajo, expired in February
2021.
His
mandate
was
controversially
extended
in April leading to a wave
of violence in the capital,
Mogadishu.
The incoming chairman
affirmed his commitment to
hold the long awaited scrutiny.
“As regards the long-delayed
election and new election
deadline, which is a big burden
on us, we are committed to
start quickly and meet this
new deadline, Allah willing”,
said Muse Gelle Yusuf.

UN Launches Renewed Bid To Resolve
Conflict In Western Sahara
UN envoy for the disputed
Western Sahara region
visited refugee camps in
Algeria on Saturday in
a renewed bid to find a
diplomatic solution to the
territory.
The former Spanish colony
was annexed by Morocco in
1975.
Polisario
front
independence
activists
expressed frustration at
decades of diplomatic
deadlock.
“We demand from the UN
envoy, our independence.
We will only stop the war if

we get independence, even
if we all end up as martyrs.
We have nothing more to
say because the UN has been
lying to us for 47 years, so
we want our independence”,
demanded local nurse,
Aichatou Lahbib Tayab.
Refugee camp resident,
Hussin Mahmoud demands
the implementation of UN’s
resolutions.
“We ask the UN secretarygeneral and his special envoy
to implement the resolutions
signed by both sides. We
are not asking for anything
other than our right to

independence”, he said.
On
Friday,
the
UN’s
Polisario
Front
representative said the only
way forward would be to end
the current conflict.
“There is a war going
on between the Sahrawi
Republic and the Moroccan
occupying state, and this
war itself represents the first
challenge that Mr. Staffan
de Mistura will have to face
in order to initiate the peace
process”, said Sidi Mohamed
Omar, Polisario Front
Representative to the United
Nations.

In 2020, the Polisario
Front ended a 29-year
cease-fire with Morocco
after a border confrontation
with the Moroccan army,
a decision fuelled by
impatience among younger
Sahrawi who demand the
long awaited referendum
promised by the UN.
Morocco won a major
diplomatic victory in 2020
when
then-President
Donald Trump recognised
Moroccan sovereignty over
Western Sahara in exchange
for Morocco normalising
diplomatic ties with Israel.

Djokovic: Tennis Star Deported After Losing Australia Visa Battle
Novak Djokovic has been
deported from Australia after
losing a last-ditch court bid to
stay in the country.
Judges rejected a challenge
launched by the unvaccinated
tennis star after government
cancelled his visa on “health
and good order” grounds.
The world number one’s
hopes of defending his
Australian Open title and
winning a record 21st Grand
Slam in Melbourne are over.
Djokovic said he was
“extremely disappointed” but
accepted the ruling.

He boarded a flight bound
for Dubai from Melbourne
airport.
As he prepared to leave, the
men’s tennis governing body
ATP said the court ruling
marked an end to a “deeply
regrettable series of events”.
Earlier in the day, Djokovic’s
supporters fell silent outside
the courtroom as the
decision was announced on
the eve of his opening match
in the tournament. One
fan told the BBC that her
summer would be “empty”
without the 34-year-old

playing at the Open.
Australian Prime Minister,
Scott Morrison welcomed
“the decision to keep our
borders strong and keep
Australians safe”.
Djokovic launched the
case after Immigration
Minister Alex Hawke used
his ministerial powers to
cancel the Serbian player’s
visa, arguing that his
presence in the country
risked fanning anti-vaccine
sentiment.
It was the second time
his visa had been revoked,

after a first cancellation over
not following COVID entry
rules was overturned by a
different judge.
During yesterday’s court
hearing before a three-judge
panel, Djokovic’s defence
unsuccessfully argued that
the grounds given by the
government were “invalid
and illogical”.
Chief Justice James Allsop
said the federal court’s ruling
was based on the legality of
the minister’s decision, not
on whether it was the right
decision to make.

Massive
Underwater
Volcanic Eruption
Felt Globally
Massive
volcanic
eruption in Tonga that
triggered tsunami waves
around the Pacific caused
“significant
damage”
to the island nation’s
capital and smothered
it in dust, but the full
extent was not apparent
with communications
still cut off yesterday.
The eruption on
Saturday was so powerful
it was recorded around
the world, triggering a
tsunami that flooded
Pacific coastlines from
Japan to the United
States.
The capital Nuku’alofa
suffered
“significant”
damage, New Zealand
Prime Minister, Jacinda
Ardern said, adding
that there had been no
reports of injury or death
but a full assessment
was not yet possible with
communication
lines
down.
“The tsunami has had
a significant impact
on the foreshore on
the northern side of
Nuku’alofa with boats
and large boulders
washed ashore,” Ardern
said
after
contact
with the New Zealand
embassy in Tonga.
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SMEDAN: Strengthening Economic
Revolution Through MSMEs
Small and Medium Enterprises Development Agency
of Nigeria, (SMEDAN) since its establishment has
been in the forefront of driving the process of the
development of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises,
MSME, sub-sector of Nigeria’s economy. This was
passionately pursued through building the technical
capacities of its officers and coordinating strategic
provision of programmes and supports that would aid
the sustainable development of the sub-sector.
The interesting fact is that 90% of the MSMEs are in
the micro-enterprises category, which informed the
need for a strategic approach in interventions.

Set up in 2003, by the SMIDA Establishment Act,
as amended, the Small and Medium Enterprises
Development Agency of Nigeria (SMEDAN), is the
apex/coordinating Agency for micro, small and medium
enterprises (MSMEs) development in Nigeria. It is
consequently charged with nurturing, promoting and
facilitating the development programmes and projects
in the MSMEs sub-sector of the Nigerian economy.
SMEDAN’s mandate as contained in the enabling Act
includes the following, viz:
CONTINUE ON PAGES 20 – 28
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SMEDAN DG, Dr. Dikko Umaru Radda (middle) flanked by board members/management at a retreat

SMEDAN: Strengthening Economic
Revolution Through MSMEs
FROM PAGE 19

Initiating and articulating policy ideas for small and medium
enterprises growth and development.
Promoting and facilitating development programmes, instruments and
support services to accelerate the development and modernization of
MSMEs operations.
Serving as a vanguard for rural industrialization, poverty reduction,
job creation and enhanced livelihoods.
Linking MSMEs to internal and external sources of finance, appropriate
technology and technical skills as well as large enterprises.
Working in contact with other institutions to create a good enabling
environment for business in general and MSMEs activities in particular.
Globally, MSMEs are recognized as engines of socio-economic
transformation, and as has become well established in both developing
and developed economies. They offer opportunities to drive jobs and
wealth creation as well as income re-distribution within society. These
further unveil them as a distinctive mainstay of the economy that
requires befitting attention.
This relevance of the sub-sector is probably better driven home by
the following emergent facts from the NBS-SMEDAN National Survey
of MSMEs, 2017,which reported an estimated 41,543,028 MSMEs in
Nigeria, contributing 49.78% to national Gross Domestic Product (GDP),
employing 76.5% of the workforce (or about 59.6 million persons) and
accounting for 7.64 % of exports. The expectation of SMEDAN is to
drive more output from the sub-sector with more careful attention to
resources deployment and proper management.
In addition, the agency is resolute on the drive to having an MSMEs
sub-sector that is globally competitive as seen in our collaborations/
partnerships with stakeholders and some of its core programmes. Some
of these activities are,
Conditional Grant Scheme
In view of the critical importance of the micro enterprises sub-sector
in Nigeria, the Small and Medium Enterprises Development Agency of
Nigeria (SMEDAN) introduced the Conditional Grant Scheme (CGS) for

micro enterprises in the country. The scheme was part of the Agency’s
determination to graduate informal enterprises to the formal sectors.
The scheme was also aimed to promote the activities of micro
enterprises across the federation in the area of capacity building and the
delivery of post-intervention support services such as access to finance,
market, workspace, technology amongst others.
The pilot phase of the project was conducted in six states: Katsina
(34 LGAs), Gombe (11 LGAs), Ebonyi, (13 LGAs), Oyo (33 LGAs), Akwa
Ibom (31 LGAs) and Benue with 23 LGAs making a total of 145 LGAs.
The justification for a special entrepreneurship and vocational
development intervention for the entrepreneurs at the bottom of the
pyramid cannot be overemphasized. The CGS programme would in
the long run industrialize the nation, develop the rural economy, stem
youth restiveness and unemployment as well as create the platform for
sustainable economic growth and development in the country.
SMEDAN has also put in place well-structured business monitoring
mechanism to ensure that the objectives of the CGS are achieved and the
impact guaranteed.
One Local Government One Product
The revolutionary vision to transform the Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSMEs) in Nigeria through the One Local Government One
Product (OLOP) is one innovation that will likely open the floodgates for
billion dollar startups in Nigeria especially at the local government level.
As the saying, “There is only one thing stronger than all the armies of
the world: and that is an idea whose time has come.” The OLOP initiative
is a bottom-up approach that empowers participating community or
cooperative to focus on one product, on which it enjoys comparative
and competitive advantage. The aim is to add value and advance such
identified raw material(s) into a certified branded products with
expanded market including export potentials.
OLOP as adopted by SMEDAN is targeted at promoting the development
of at least one identified product per Local Government in Nigeria. OLOP
is a regional economic development model that mobilizes local people

CONTINUE ON PAGE 21
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SMEDAN DG, Dr. Dikko Umaru Radda (left) with Gov. Ganduje of Kano State during an MSME Opportunity Fair in the state
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to translate naturally-available resources like the unique skills and raw
materials of rural communities into value-added, economic activities
and products or services.
OLOP emphasizes bottom-top development approach where
government’s role is limited to facilitation only and the expected valueaddition is achieved through a production chain using modern production
technologies, quality control with relevant certifications or licenses and
product branding for domestic and foreign market.
The overall objective of OLOP is to deliver upgraded capacity - human,
technological, and financial to selected viable cooperatives, with a view
to improving the productivity and quality of their products to achieve
competitiveness and meet national and export standards.
SMEDAN has articulated many initiatives into the policy thrust of the
Agency towards ensuring that the MSME sub-sector grows phenomenally
to become a highly vibrant sector of the Nigerian economy, playing a
crucial role in generating employment, reducing rural urban migration,
poverty reduction and wealth creation.
One of such methodologies is to ensure the actual implementation of
the OLOP and achieve the milestones it had recorded in Japan, where
the model was copied. In view of this resolve, SMEDAN has been closely
working with the Ministry of Industry, Trade and Investment, the 774
Local Government Councils in the country and other stakeholders
in ensuring that MSMEs are properly equipped to contribute to the
development of a non-oil dependent economy as encapsulated by the
current administration.

The National Business Skills Development Initiative NBSDI
In its bid to support the MSMEs in a most practical way the Agency
developed the National Business Skills Development Initiative, NBSDI.
This is hinged on entrepreneurship skills, vocational skills and
provision of empowerment materials (equipment) to fill the capacity
gap of the youths. The NBSDI enhances youth engagement in productive
ventures, thereby ensuring they earn income through filling the artisanal
gap in Nigeria. The initiative is designed to ensure that more professional
services will be provided by local and well trained young artisans leading
to reduction in job losses to immigrants from neighboring countries.
It seeks to pursue a drastic reduction in dependency poverty as most
of the out of school youths who still rely on stipends from parent are
empowered to become self-reliant.
The programme is being implemented in all the states of the federation
and FCT where a total of 5,365 entrepreneurs have so far been impacted
with entrepreneurship skills, vocational skills and empowerment
materials at the rate of 145 entrepreneurs per State and FCT.
Mind -Shift
The Mind Shift – National Schools Entrepreneurship Programme is
one key programmes of the agency which aims to build the capacity of
primary and secondary school teachers and arm them with the requisite
knowledge they need to inculcate in their pupils and students the passion
for entrepreneurship development and community service, through the
formation of competitive entrepreneurship clubs and establishment of

CONTINUE ON PAGE 22
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school enterprises.
The alarming increase in crime, banditry and restiveness in the country
can be easily attributable to the increasing rate of unemployment of our
youths, due to their lack of preparedness to start and successfully run
their own businesses. Youths burst with resourceful energies, which
if not harnessed early and channeled positively and productively, can
become detrimental to self and the society at large.
The Mind Shift Entrepreneurship Programme encompasses
sensitization, training and concerting schools pupil/students to
entrepreneurs from childhood. It is implemented with the collaboration
of the State Ministries of Education and Commerce and Industry,
which provide the platform for the pupils and students to have handson experience in entrepreneurship training. The children are expected
to unleash their innate wealth creating potentials by exploring the
vast wealth-creating opportunities that abound in their respective
communities, as well as engage themselves in productive economic
endeavors while in the elementary schools.
This phase is designed to enhance the capacity of the teachers who will
in turn prepare the pupils/students and convert them into entrepreneurs.
In addition, after the training, all participating schools are expected to
create entrepreneurship clubs/school enterprises to compete at the
National School Entrepreneurship Competition and Awards Ceremony
in Abuja to showcase their innovative businesses and community service

projects to a panel of judges who are civic and business leaders. The
panel will determine which team is the most innovative and impactful
in entrepreneurship and community service. The first, second and third
placed teams in the competition will be rewarded with financial benefit.
The financial reward is to support their school enterprises and attend
international competitions among the participating schools/countries
and issue an award to the best teams. The champions at the National
Competition will also represent Nigeria at any Global event in the year
2022.
There is much anxiety and uncertainty among the Nigerian Students
about their future, because of dearth of opportunity in the employment
market and their lack of entrepreneurial skills to go into new business
ventures. The World Bank recently predicted that there will be additional
injection of 40 million people joining the economic active group by 2040
in Sub-Saharan Africa. Given the most promising economic performance
within the region, there is no way regular employment will cope with
this size of population influx. The imperative is that young people must
be supported with education and training that promotes employment
generation and wealth creation.
It was on this premise that the Mind Shift Entrepreneurship Programme
was conceived by the Small and Medium Enterprises Development
Agency of Nigeria (SMEDAN). The Mind Shift Entrepreneurship
Programme is designed to engage the vibrant energy of our students and

CONTINUE ON PAGE 23
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Gov. Zulum of Borno State (in glasses) with other officials during the flag-off of conditional grant scheme organised by SMEDAN in Maiduguri
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youths and channel it into productive venture creation and management
of their own businesses. The programme is aimed at providing access
to functional and hands-on entrepreneurship/financial literacy and
community service education at primary and secondary levels in Nigeria.
The Mind Shift Entrepreneurship Programme is driven through
two programmes:
National School Entrepreneurship Programme (NSEP)/ National
Entrepreneurship Award/Grand Finale for Primary and Secondary
schools in partnership with State Ministry of Education;
Tertiary Institutions Entrepreneurship Development Programme
(TINEDEP) the agency has gotten the buy-in of the Universities,
Polytechnics and Colleges of Education. The regulatory authorities such
as NUC, NBTE and NCCE have endorsed the programme.
TALENT HUNTS
The programme is geared towards discovering innovative talents of
young Nigerians in the fabrication of indigenous Agro-Processing
Equipment. It is a complete handholding project from identification,
selection, to start-up with enterprise support opportunity and linkage
to innovation hubs, facilitate linkages and promote patenting as well as
commercialization of Research and Development.
The objectives of the programme include:
To discover youths between the ages of 18-35 with brilliant/innovative

business ideas in Agro-processing equipment fabrication;
To assist in the articulation of their business plan, patenting of
intellectual property and commercialization of their product.
To support the participants towards actualization of their business ideas;
To assist the participants with grants/start-up kits;
To link them to affordable sources of finance and viability;
To facilitate network linkages with industry professionals and practitioners
that will promote their indigenous products.
The programme is to stimulate growth and sustenance of the Micro
and Small Enterprises among youths in Nigeria placing emphasis on
available resources, ideal, skills, raw materials, appropriate technology
and markets. This is expected to generate employment, wealth creation
and self-reliance, thereby reducing poverty among youths in Nigeria.
Hence, we shall be hoping to leverage on your skills, network and expertise
in promoting the talent of young Nigerians in Light Manufacturing of
Agro-processing equipment.
In 2018, the programme was implemented in four locations - Enugu,
Kaduna, Akwa Ibom and Gombe states and 285 young Nigerians within
the 18 – 35 age bracket participated where 40 winners with varying
degrees of prizes emerged from the 4 locations. In 2020, despite the
limitations of Covid 19, the programme held in Zamfara and Cross
River States where 40 winners emerged out of the 310 contestants who
participated and they won various degrees of prizes as well as linkages to
relevant MDAs and state governments for further empowerment and
supports.
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The selection of the Light Manufacturing sector as the focus of this
year’s edition is a well thought out strategy to further Fast Track the
commitment of the Present Administration to lift 100 million Nigerians
out of poverty. 210 selected participants were selected across three geopolitical zones-Southeast, North central and Northeast. They underwent
stages of screening and are expected to pitch their ideas to the panel of
Judges for evaluation and subsequent selection of the best six.
The programme ran concurrently in three locations- Bauchi, Kwara
and Ebonyi States. The winners in each state will go home with various
cash prizes as well as capacity building and further linkages to relevant
MDAs for protection of their intellectual property, commercialization of
their ideas and access to market opportunities using any of our various
platforms
SME Rating Agency (SMERAN):
This Rating Agency is expected to de-risk the MSMEs and ensure that
they have a seamless access to affordable finance with respect to credit
and credibility. It is collaboration with Bank of Industry (BOI) and
Nigeria Export-Import Bank (NEXIM).
Business Development Service Providers (BDSPs)
Business Development Service Providers BDSPs are experts who build
the capacity of the MSMEs to be potentially viable in the business
operation for economic sustainability. In line with this objective,
The Small and Medium Enterprises Development Agency of Nigeria,

(SMEDAN) under its Business Development Services Certification
and Accreditation Framework has awarded practicing Licenses to 150
qualified Business Development Service Providers BDSPs this was aimed
towards standardizing the services offered to MSMEs in Nigeria.
Credit Information Portal
This is sorely to provide MSMEs access to reliable information for their
credit needs and facilitate formalization process of MSMEs through
registration with the Corporate Affairs Commission (CAC) respectively.
Opportunity Fairs and Exhibitions
It is a veritable platform created by the Agency for MSMEs to
promote Business-to-Business (B2B), Government-to-Business (G2B),
networking, vertical/horizontal linkages, access to national and global
market (CISMEF), access to finance etc. in this year alone SMEDAN
has successfully organised the MSME Opportunity Fairs in Kano and
Lagos respectively and on the international scene SMEDAN actively
participated in the 2nd Intra Africa Trade Fair held in Durban, kwazulu
Natal Province, South Africa.
Agricultural Development and Empowerment Programme
In July, 2018, SMEDAN created a new Agribusiness Development and
Extension (AD&E) Department as the fulfillment of a long-held desire
to enlarge the windows for delivering its core mandate to the Nigerian
people. Consequently, the AD&E Department now focuses exclusively
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on agri-business development, in line with the emphasis of the current
Federal Government. Its mandate includes Rural Industrialization, Postharvest Support Services, Collaborating with Agricultural Research &
Mechanical Centres, Designing, Packaging and Promoting Agro-related
Cottage and MSMEs Industrial Projects, Linking Agro-businesses to
Market/Finance, and Extension Services, including training, counseling,
mentoring and routine on-site visits.
The Agricultural Development and Empowerment Programme (ADEP)
training, is one of the instruments available to the Department to meet
its mandate. Here, the focus is on providing capacity building or human
capital development, with associated business development services
(BDS) to existing participants of existing Federal/State Government
agribusiness initiatives as well as youth start-ups. This will procure
the required mind-set, which inculcates agriculture in programme
beneficiaries as a business – worthy of pride, devotion and diversification.
SMEDAN thus keyed into Mr. President’s vision of raising 100 million
persons out of poverty over the next four years.
The objectives of the ADEP programme include to encourage the
target beneficiaries to embrace agri-business development, as a viable
business option; strengthen entrepreneurship skills of potential/
existing beneficiaries of agri-business development schemes; facilitate
networking/exchanges amongst beneficiary farmers and their peers for
value addition and inclusive value chain development as well as encourage
the diversification of the economy away from crude oil, using agriculture.
The empowerment component of this intervention is especially

geared at meeting this latter focus. Consequently, In 2021, a total 1600
participants were trained and empowered in the following states of
Katsina, Bauchi, Yobe, Enugu,Zamfara, Taraba, Borno, Akwa Ibom,
Delta and Ondo. The target disbursement for 2021 was Four Million,
Two Hundred Thousand Naira, N4, 200,000 per state, with each
cooperative getting N288,750, thus a total of Forty Six Million, Two
Hundred Thousand Naira only were disbursed in all. This is aimed at
fostering the business skills of micro and small enterprises (MSEs).
MSMEs MASS REGISTRATION PROGRAMME (MMRP)
The Mass Registration of MSMEs Programme is a landmark achievement
of the Agency. This is so because it has been observed that a major
constraint and challenge facing MSMEs in Nigeria is their informal
nature of operation. It is in the realization of this, that SMEDAN has
taken it upon itself to continuously undertake mass registration of
MSMEs in Nigeria.
The informal nature of MSMEs has limited their access to funds,
required capacity building initiatives, wider markets, equipment,
innovations, information, linkages and synergies. Accordingly, the mass
registration intends to capture and register and crossover about 75%
of the over 95% of the informal MSMEs within the first five years of
implementation of the programme.
This initiative will provide for a unique identity in form of a SMEDAN
registration number peculiar to each MSME. A unique programme of the
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agency, it also will subsidize access to specialized advisory and Business
Development Support (BDS) services, free mentorship especially for
start-ups, easy access to funding windows with complimentary pre and
post funding capacity building and BDS.
Furthermore, the benefits of the registration include access
to Conditional Grant Scheme, priority funding from public and
private-sector financial institutions including international donors,
empowerment programmes, entrepreneurship training and business
development services, access to local and international markets.
NEW DIGITAL INITIATIVES
The Agency is poised to explore and maximize the opportunities
presented through emerging technologies to bring its offerings closer
to the MSMEs in Nigeria and beyond. Technology has indeed turned
the whole world into a global village. It is easier to connect with people
who are thousands of kilometers away via a click of a button. So also it is
possible to bring millions of people together under one platform where
business ideas are exchanged and businesses invariably transacted,
providing opportunities for growth.
It is with this in mind that the Agency has partnered with indigenous
and strategic organizations within the Digital Space to bring some
unique initiatives to further the development of MSMEs in Nigeria and
indeed across Africa.

The following three major projects from SMEDAN and its
partners were introduced.
1. The first is THE MARKETHUB APP, developed in partnership with
Concrete Communications Ltd.
2. The second is the MSME Digital Academy developed in partnership
with Sapphital Learning Ltd and
3. The third is the Online Equipment Exhibition Portal for MSMEs
developed in partnership with the African Guangdong Business
Association.(AGBA)
THE MARKETHUB is a one stop online convergence of all small and
medium scale businesses, including service providers in Nigeria. It is
positioned to be the number one Business Directory App in Nigeria,
one can visit and check out uploaded businesses and services with their
contact details or upload their own business and services for prospects
to view and make contact. Resource persons are also on line to address
enquiries on the ease of doing business in Nigeria and other related
enquiries one might be seeking clarifications on. The market Hub App is
already available on Google Play Store and will soon be available on the
Apple Store.
The second project is the MSME Digital Academy the first major Online
Learning Place for MSMEs in Nigeria and indeed across Africa where
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small business owners, their employees, freelancers, and indeed anyone
about to launch a new business can learn skills and gain knowledge. It
will connect teachers with learners and cover diverse areas including
technical skills, soft skills, business tricks, experiential knowledge,
Beyond learning, one can become part of the MSME Academy Alumni
with lots of benefits. New contents will be added every month as the
agency build the largest Digital Learning Library for MSMEs. On this
platform, one can also become an instructor and share knowledge.
One can start simply by visiting www.smedigitalacademy.com and
start learning today.
The third project is the Online Equipment Exhibition Portal, where
manufactures of light machineries/equipment suitable for MSMEs can
showcase and demonstrate their latest products and services, meet with
industry partners and MSMEs in the country. The portal is virtual and an
important part of the MSME development cycle, such that any business
owner that needs any form of equipment can visit the portal, browse
through available options and connect with the manufacturers. This will:
1. Lead to improved marketing and sales of equipment
2. Improve networking among MSMEs
3. Connect innovators and equipment manufacturers at their own level
and open markets for potential manufacturers
4. Finally provide technical support in the area of equipment sourcing,

troubleshooting and modernization.
SMEDAN is partnering with the African Guangdong Business
Association (AGBA) to source equipment producers that will be displayed
on the platform to hold virtual exhibitions of equipment from time to
time.
Women in Self-Employment Programme (WISE-P)
SMEDAN is sensitive about gender balance and has taken women matters
seriously in its policies and programmes. The Women in Self-Employment
Programme (WISE-P) is one of those specialized programmes .
The agency is committed to ensure that women are adequately
empowered to achieve improved productivity, livelihood and
sustainability along the agricultural value-chain. These have led to
various trainings for women groups and cooperatives in farming and
agro processing across the country.
One major objective of WISE-P is to enable women farmers’ access
to resources required to enhance their farming activities with a view to
making it viable and sustainable. WISE-P is also committed to exposing
women farmers to modern value addition techniques and facilitates
access to finance to help grow their business. In fact, across Nigeria,
many women cooperative societies have benefitted from this important
SMEDAN project.
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AWAKE
The Advancement for Women in Agro-allied and Cottage Enterprises
(AWAKE) programme has provided succor to rural women in Nigeria
in many ways than one. AWAKE was designed as recognition of the
important role of women in rural enterprises.
Conversant with the nature of Nigeria’s rural setting, SMEDAN
recognizes the fact that women face untold constraints in rural areas
hence the Agency has been putting more efforts to achieve their goals for
agricultural development, economic growth and food security through
AWAKE.
SMEDAN has also been deepening agricultural capacity in the grassroots
especially among women to encourage utilization of local raw materials,
promote jobs and wealth creation as well as reduce rural–urban migration
and its attendant challenges.
On the whole, simple but critical machinery such as groundnut oil
extracting, spice grinding and herbs hammer machines among others are
provided to uplift the economic status of women under AWAKE project
across the country.
Young Business Owners in Nigeria (Y-BON)
Engaging youths in its programmes is cardinal to SMEDAN. This
necessitated the Young Business Owners in Nigeria (Y-BON) programme
specifically designed to provide a platform where existing entrepreneurs
either as stand-alone or cooperatives are competitively selected for

further support. Basically, young people between the ages of 20–45 years
are beneficiaries of the project.
SMEDAN is concerned about youth development in terms of business
and leadership and the intention is to create new opportunities for
employment and enterprise growth which are usually not easily realizable
in start-ups.
In 2017 alone, the programme engaged about 460 business owners
providing them with workspace in Anambra, Kebbi, Kogi, Cross River
and Osun states. Besides, the programme helps equip youth groups with
requisite vocational and entrepreneurial skills to enable them expand
their existing businesses and ultimately create jobs within the shortest
possible time.

Participants at the Flag-off of National Business Skill Development Initiative in Sokoto
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Governor Yahaya Bello receives Sanusi Lamido, Islamic clerics as Kogi hosts World Maolud

Lokoja Agog As Maolud
Took Centrestage
BY ISMAILA JIMOH, WHO WAS IN LOKOJA

For three days, from January 6-8, the confluence
city, Lokoja was turned into a festive mood
courtesy of the 4th Nigeria World Maolud
Anniversary which was organized by the
Jam’Iyyatu Ansariddeen Altijjaniyya, an umbrella
body for all Tijaniya Organisations world-wide.
The event tagged Lokoja 2022 was put together
to honour the birth of Prophet Muhammad and
to also offer prayer for peace and stability of the
country, bearing in mind the current spate of
insecurity and all the rest of it.
From evening of Wednesday 5th to early
morning the next day, leaders, members and
invited guests of Tijjaniyya around the world,
including Nigeria started arriving Lokoja in
groups.
Participants from countries like Sudan,
Senegal, Mauritania, Burkina Faso, Cameron,
Ghana, Algeria amongst others were everywhere
in the town.
This did not go unnoticed by the residents
of Lokoja who took advantage of the economic
benefits of such big event by organizing make
shift shops close to area where most of the
participants were lodged.
The event was kicked started at the conference
hall of the Reverton Hotel in Lokoja with the
opening remarks by the Chairman of event,
Sheirk Murtala Nura Gusau who welcomed
participants to the epoch-making anniversary,
as he counseled on the need for every member
of the movement to be under one umbrella
irrespective of the various organizations
they belonged, saying that every Tijaniya
Organizations were represented in Jam’Iyyatu
Ansariddeen Altijaniyya.
After his presentation, various speakers took
their turn to deliver lectures that had to do with
exemplary life of Prophet Muhammad. Among
the speakers was Dr. Aminu Abdulahi Sufi whose
lecture dwelt on Prophet Muhammad’s daily
approach to life. He averred that the Prophet
was someone who had high regard for human
rights based on his relationship with the people
during his life time.
He cited example of those who left their
properties and migrated with him from Mecca
to Madina during the hijra in which he ensured
sustenance for them in the areas of food,
shelter among other things. He urged Muslims
to emulate the exemplary life of Prophet
Muhammad which included simplicity, patience,

perseverance and humility.
Day two of the lectures witnessed the presence
of dignitaries like the Kogi State Governor, Alhaji
Yahaya Bello, President General of Jam’Iyyatu
Ansariddeen Altijaniyya in Nigeria, Khalifa
Muhammad Sanusi II, Sheu Nasiru Ibrahim, son
of Sheirk Ibrahim Niass, Sheirk Abubakar Jejiba
from Mauritanian and also His Royal Highness,
Alhaji Abdulrasaq Issa, Ohimegi of Koton Karfi
who was there to represent the Ohinoyi of Ebira
Land, Alhaji Ado Ibrahim among others.
The programme of the day started with
glorification of Allah and praising of Prohet
Muhammad.The rendition was done by Barhama
All-Sudani from Sudan which was followed by
the declaration of commencement of day two
of the lectures, this was conducted by His Royal
Highness, Alhaji Abdulrasaq Issa, Ohimegi of
Koton Karfi who was there to represent the
Ohinoyi of Ebira Land, Alhaji Abdul Rahman
Ado Ibrahim.
According to the Royal Father: “We are very
happy that world event like this is brought to
our State, it is a great and very rare honour that
Islamic Scholars from around the world will
gather here in Lokoja for maolud celebration in
honor of our noble Prophet Muhammad, we look
forward to a successful hosting”.
In his own address, the National Secretary,
Jam’Iyyatu Ansariddeen Altijaniyya, Malam AllQuasim Yahaya told the gathering the motive
behind the formation of the umbrella body in
Nigeria, stressing that it has nothing to do with
worldly gains but mainly for service to Allah.
President General, Jam’Iyyatu Ansariddeen,
Khalifa Muhammad Sanusi II explained that

“

As our leaders have
brought here today
messages of peace, unity,
these are great messages,
these are not far to the
message President
Muhammadu Buhari has
also been preaching.

Tijaniyyat brotherhood was built on Quran
and Sunah of Prophet Muhammad, noting that
every member of the brotherhood looked upon
nobody as leader other than Sheikh Ibrahim
Niass.
“The tenet of Tijaniyyat is for the remembrance
of Allah all the time and the recitation of Holy
Quran,” Sanusi stated.
The Former Emir of Kano, Sanusi thanked
the State Governor, Yahaya Bello for his support
towards a successful hosting of the event in
Lokoja.
He enjoined Muslims to strive to read
extensively in other to acquire necessary
knowledge that will be of help to the religion of
Islam and their personal wellbeing.
Kogi State Governor, Yahaya Bello later in the
evening organised a special dinner for Tijaniyya
leaders and members at the Government House
in Lokoja.
Enter day three: The old Lokoja Township
Stadium which had been renamed Muhammadu
Buhari Square was filled to its capacity during
the grand finale.
The 4th Nigeria World Maolud Anniversary
tagged Lokoja 2022 had in attendance the
Spiritual Leader of Tijjaniyyat World Wide,
Sheikh Muhammad Mahi Ibrahim Niass
from Senegal and other Islamic Scholars from
countries like Morocco, Mauritanian, Burkina
Fasso, Ghana, Cameron amongst others.
Governor Bello who was the chief host of the
event appeared highly elated while delivering his
remark at the occasion.
He said he was happy with the messages of
peace which various islamic leaders who spoke
at the occasion harped upon, saying that such
messages were in line with what President
Muhammadu Buhari’s often messages which
harped on peace.
He described the choice of Lokoja for the event
as a blessings and historical for the people of the
State and for the city of Lokoja.
His words, “ for the people of Kogi State, for
the city of Lokoja, its a blessings and historic day,
because when I was growing up in the village
called Agasa here in Okene Local Government, I
attended Maolud Nabiyy, I have never imagined
that time shall come when I will be the executive
Governor of Kogi State and have the privilege
and the honour of hosting the 4th Nigeria World
Maulid and hosting the Son of our revered
Sheik, the Son of descendant of our father,
Sheirk Ibrahim Niass in person of Muhammad
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Lamin Niass that is seated here with us today all
the way from Senegal with his entourage who
came from different countries across the world,
I consider my self today the luckiest person in
the world.
“As our leaders have brought here today
messages of peace, unity, these are great
messages, these are not far to the message
President Muhammadu Buhari has also been
preaching.
The governor used the occasion to announced
that he had granted approval of piece of
land requested by the Islamic movement
for construction of Sheikh Ibrahim Niass
International Centre in Lokoja.
“When I received a letter for a land to build
markaz, that we Tijaniyya will continue to
remember Sheikh Ibrahim Niass and Sheikh
Ahmad Tijjani, I granted it immediately, I said
I will pay from my pocket. I urge every one of
you to continue to look into our records, there
would’nt be anywhere we spend government
money in the building of the project.
The President General, Jam’Iyyatu Ansaridden
Tijjaniyya in Nigeria, Khalifa Muhammad Sanusi
II explained that celebrating the birth of Prophet
Muhammad was based oh what Allah says in the
Quran that Prophet of Islam is a blessings to
mankind, adding that any one having contrary
view should tell us why such personality should
not be celebrated.
“We are here to celebrate the birth of our
beloved Prophet Muhammed, we are proud to
celebrate the birth, because the Prophet was
described by Almighty Allah as a blessings to
mankind and the same Allah commanded
us that if any one question the validity of
celebrating the birth of Prophet Muhammed,
you will have to tell us whether we should not
be celebrating rahma, I don’t think we need to
go further than this to justify the celebration.
“We are also here today to pray for our
country, pray for our sub regions and to pray
for our leaders.
The 14th emir of Kano told the gathering that
the Tijjaniyya Movement is not a new religion
neither is a sect but for the purification of soul
and improving personal relationship with Allah
and relationship with fellow human beings.
“We are people of peace, we are people who
are not arrogant, but we protect our dignity,
we must continue to promote peace, we must
continue to avoid extremism, we must continue
to pray because no matter how dark the cloud
are, no matter how difficult the situations is, we
know Allah has told us to pray to Him and he
will respond.
“We will continue with the remembrance of
Allah, because If we remember Him, He will
remember us. AljazirahNigeria spoke with
some Tijjaniyya members at the event:
Hajia Sayyida Halima Usman, the National
Coordinator, Women Wing, Jam’Iyyatu
Ansariddeen in Nigeria, in a chat expressed joy
for the hosting of the 4th Nigeria World Maulid
Anniversary in Lokoja. She specifically thanked
Governor Bello for the good gesture shown to
members of Tijjaniyya that attended the 3-day
event from different parts of the world.
In a similar vein, the Chief Imam of Dantata
Mosque, Abuja, Khalifa Muhammad Abdullahi
was full of prayers for Bello for instantly granting
approval for the parcel of land requested by
the Tijjaniyya movement for construction of
Ibrahim Inyass International Center in Lokoja
and to also make personal contribution to
ensure the completion of the proposed project
before he leaves office.
Speaking, the Managing Director, HYPERDEC
and Kebbi State Chairman of the Jam’Iyyatu
Ansariddeen Altijaniyya, Alhaji Abubakar
Sadiq Yelwa puts it this way: “It was a great
success, intact those who seem not to know
what Jamiyyatu Ansariddeen stand for are by
now getting to know, it is an instruction from
Sheikh Ibrahim Inyass that all his disciples
should organise themselves into a group for the
advancement of Islam and humanity.
“The yearly maolud celebration started four
years ago, we have done it in Sokoto, Abuja and
Jigawa, now we are witnessing the fourth one
here in Lokoja, may Allah spare our lives may be
to witness 40th edition,” Yelwa stated.
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From left: Chief of Staff to the President, Prof Ibrahim Gambari; Minister of State for Health Sen Olorunnimbe Mamora and Minister of Labour and Employment, Sen Chris Ngige
during the 2022 Armed Forces Remembrance Day celebration in Abuja at the weekend.
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Aregbesola Can’t Break Our Camp In Osun, Says APC Chairman
Mr Gboyega Famodun, Chairman-elect
of the All Progressives Congress, APC, in
Osun, says the party is too strong for the
Minister of Interior, Rauf Aregbesola, to
break.
Reacting to a statement credited to
Aregbesola that the party was deeply
factionalised in the State; Famodun
described
the
development
as

unfortunate.
According to him, it is unfortunate that
the minister, who was the immediatepast governor of the state, could
champion subversive activities against
the political party that made him.
It would be recalled that Aregbesola on
Friday, during the inauguration of the
Digital Nigeria Centre in Ilesa, said that

APC in Osun was deeply divided, saying
that he belonged to the other faction,
“The Osun Progressives”, TOP.
Aregbesola had said: “For those who
don’t know, APC is divided into two here,
Osun.
“We have APC, Rauf Aregbesola’s
faction, which is chaired by Hon Razaq
Salinsile and the other. When it’s time,

2023: DPV Reaffirms Commitment To Okowa’s Leadership

BY OWEN AKENZUA, ASABA

Delta Political Vanguard,
DPV, a
formidable political pressure group in
the State, at the weekend reaffirmed
commitment to Governor Ifeanyi Okowa
ahead of 2023 general elections, saying
“wherever Okowa goes, we go”.
The group made up of formidable
members with statewide followership,
made this known at a well-attended New
Year get-together at Government Field,
Boji-Boji, Agbor.
National Chairman of the group,
Chief Michael Diden, said the group had
resolved to work in unison with other
groups to deliver the next Governor of
the State.
He urged all governorship aspirants on
People’s Democratic Party ,PDP, platform
to pray harder to enable Governor Okowa
and other leaders to choose any of them
for the 2023 race.
On his part, Chairman of the party in

the State, Chief Kingsley Esiso, thanked
the leadership of the DPV for putting up
the ceremony.
Esiso also lauded members of the
group for their massive support for the
governor since 2015 when he assumed
office.
According to him, because of the
successes recorded by our governor,
we want a governor that will follow his
footsteps in 2023.
“This is very apt because we want
continuity in road construction, in
health development, in educational
development and human capital
development.
“So, we have all agreed that we need
a governor in 2023 that will follow the
footsteps of the people”, Esiso stated.
He announced that a mega rally of the
party would take place at the Cenotaph,
Asaba, on January 22, 2022.
Welcoming guests to the occasion
earlier, Director-General of the group, Mr

Ifeanyi Eboigbe, said that the New Year
get-together was organised to celebrate
Governor Ifeanyi Okowa and to restate
the group’s commitment and loyalty to
the governor’s political leadership in the
state.
He said that the group was not
supporting any governorship aspirant
because it was awaiting directives from
the governor, reiterating that, “where
Okowa goes, we go”.
He, however, warned that the group
would not support any aspirant that
failed to identify with the group.
The rally was attended by members of
the National Assembly, including Victor
Nwokolo, Ben Igbakpa and Thomas
Ereyitomi.
Others were Speaker of Delta House
of Assembly, Chief Sheriff Oborevwori;
governorship aspirants - Chief David
Edevbie, Chief James Augoye, Chief Abel
Esievo, Chief Kenneth Gbagi, Chief Ejaife
Odebala.

we will settle it.
“The caucus that birthed our own
faction of APC is called TOP.
“Those wondering whether I belong to
‘TOP’ or not should open their ears. I am
TOP, body and soul and the Chairman of
TOP is Adelowo Adebiyi”.
In a swift reaction, Famodun said in a
statement on Saturday in Osogbo that
Aregbesola should forget the thought and
notion of being “the Alpha and Omega of
Osun State Progressive politics”.
“It is unfortunate that Aregbesola,
who was the immediate-past Governor
of the state, could champion subversive
activities against APC in Osun.
“This is a political party that
transformed his life from that of
obscurity to limelight, through
prestigious offices, as a Commissioner in
Lagos State, two terms Governor of Osun
and a serving minister of the Federal
Republic of Nigeria.
“His recent statement in Ilesa reduces
his status as a former governor and as a
serving minister of a party he claimed to
belong to.
“Osun APC is too strong for Aregbesola
to break.
“He should be told that there is no
amount of intrigues by him that is
capable of bungling the second term
ambition of Gov. Oyetola”, he said.
The News Agency of Nigeria, NAN,
reports that the Independent National
Electoral Commission, INEC, had fixed
July 16 for the governorship election in
the state.
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INEC Fixes Feb. 26 For Bye-Elections

BY CALEB ISHAYA

Independent National Electoral Commission,
INEC, has fixed the conduct of six outstanding
constituencies’ bye-elections in four states for
Feb. 26.
The commission announced this in a
statement issued by Mr Festus Okoye, INEC
National Commissioner and Chairman,
Information and Voter Education Committee
on Friday evening in Abuja.
Okoye said that the decision was taken at
INEC regular weekly meeting held on Thursday
and an extra-ordinary meeting of Friday,
where issues that led to the vacancies and the
rescheduling of some of the elections as well as
the security situation in some of the states were
discussed.
Okoye said that the decision followed the
declaration of vacancies by the speaker of the
House of Representatives and the speakers of
some state Houses of Assembly.
The vacancies according to OKoye are Akure
North/Akure South Federal Constituency, Ondo
State; Jos North/Bassa Federal Constituency,
Plateau and Pankshin South State Constituency,
Plateau.
Others are Ogoja/Yala Federal Constituency,
Cross River, Akpabuyo State Constituency, Cross
River and Ngor-Okpala State Constituency, Imo.
Okoye said that the bye-elections would hold
on Feb. 26 immediately after the FCT Area
Council elections.
“This will enable the commission to clear
most of the bye-elections, focus on the Ekiti
and Osun governorship elections and ongoing
preparations for the 2023 general election”,
Okoye said.
The national commissioner said that some of
the vacancies arose as a result of the death of
the previous occupants; substantial disruption
of the electoral process and fulfillment of

Okoye

constitutional and legal requirements in the
electoral process.
He said that INEC decided to combine the
Ekiti East 1 State Constituency election with
the governorship election in Ekiti, which would
hold on June 18.
Okoye also said that the commission was
consulting with security agencies and the critical
stakeholders relating to the vacancy in Shinkafi
State Constituency of Zamfara.
He added that the Speaker of the Kaduna
State House of Assembly had not declared
vacancy in relation to Giwa State Constituency

of Kaduna State.
Okoye said that the official notification for the
elections would be published on Jan. 24.
“Parties shall conduct their primaries,
including resolution of disputes arising from the
primaries, between Jan. 26 and Feb. 5”, he said.
He added that the last day for submission
of list of nominated candidates is on Feb. 9
at 6 p.m. and that must be done through the
commission’s online nomination portal.
“Political parties shall submit the names
of their polling agents for the election to the
electoral officer of the local government on or

before Feb. 12 and campaigns by political parties
shall stop on Feb. 24.
“The access code for the nomination forms
shall be available for collection from Feb. 5 at
the commission’s headquarters,” he explained.
He advised parties to comply with INEC
timelines and the Electoral Act 2010 ,as
amended, in conducting transparent and valid
direct or indirect primaries.
He warned that any parties that present a
candidate who does not meet the qualifications
stipulated in the constitution and the Electoral
Act shall be guilty of an offence and on
conviction shall be liable to a maximum fine of
N500,000.
Okoye said that INEC at the meetings also
reviewed its preparations for the area council
elections in the Federal Capital Territory ,FCT,
holding on Feb. 12.
He said that INEC was finalising all
arrangements for the election.
He appealed to citizens who applied for fresh
registration as well as transfers and replacement
of the Permanent Voter Cards ,PVCs, to
immediately collect it and avoid last minute
rush for those cards.
He said that PVC for all new registrants as
well as requests for transfers and replacement
of damaged cards had been printed and were
available in all the six area councils of FCT for
collection.
“The commission will continue to provide
regular update on the preparations for these
elections in the days and weeks ahead”, he said.
Okoye also noted that INEC in keeping with
its tradition of engaging with stakeholders in the
regular quarterly consultative meetings would
meet political parties on Jan. 18.
He said that the commission would also meet
CSOs on Jan. 19; Inter-Agency Consultative
Committee on Election Security ,ICCES, on Jan.
20 and media organisations on Jan. 21.

2023: Lawmaker Drums Support For Gov Sule
BY AWAYI KUJE

Mr Abdullahi Angibi, member representing Lafia
Central Constituency at the Nasarawa State
House of Assembly, has begged the people of
the state to support Gov. Abdullahi Sule beyond
2023.
Angibi made the appeal on Saturday during
a triple event to mark 18 years Anniversary of
Alhaji Saleh Muhammad Angulu, the Village
Head of Agyaragu community, in Lafia Local
Government Area of the State.
Parts of the events were the coronation of six
title holders, inauguration of a Magazine and
celebration of the traditional ruler’s reign.
He said such support to Sule would enable
them enjoy more dividends of democracy and
also enhance the overall development of the
state.
“I want to call on the people of my
constituency and the state at large to support
Gov. Abdullahi Sule’s administration to succeed
beyond 2023”, he urged.
Angibi, who is the Chairman, House
Committee on Public Accounts, emphasised
that Sule remained the best option for the
state in 2023, considering his achievements in
the security, infrastructure, and human capital
development sectors.
On the anniversary, Angibi congratulated
Angulu for clocking 18 years on the throne.
“His Highness is a good man, man of the
people as you can see that people from far and
near graced this occasion.
”We are proud of his leadership style and
we will continue to pray for his good and
sound health of mind body and soul”, said the
lawmaker.
He also congratulated the new traditional
title holders and urged them to continue

to contribute their quota positively to the
development of the chiefdom and state at large.
Angibi, however, assured his constituents of
his readiness to represent them positively and
effectively at the state legislature.
Speaking, the Emir of Lafia, retired Justice
Sidi Bage, while congratulating the traditional
title holders on their coronation, urged them
to continue to support the chiefdom and state
to succeed.
Bage, who was represented by Makungujin
Lafia, Alhaji Hassan Wakili, urged the people of
Agyaragu and other Nigerians to continue to be
law abiding, respect constituted authorities and
live in peace in spite of their affiliations.

Meanwhile, Angulu said that he decided to
turbaned the beneficiaries in appreciation of
their support and positive contributions to the
development of the chiefdom.
“I urge you to continue to be loyal, support
and contribute positively to the development
of this chiefdom”, he charged the title holders.
Angulu also called on other stakeholders and
people of the area to contribute their quota
positively to the development of the chiefdom
and the state at large.
The News Agency of Nigeria reports that
those coroneted with traditional titles include
Alhaji Mohammed Haruna as Ubangari
Agyaragu; Mr Abbashi Emma as Galadima

Agyaragu; and Malam Dauda Angulu as Adon
Gari Agyaragu.
Others were Alhaji Ahmadu Abdullahi as
Ciroma Agyaragu, Dr Sunday Audu as Garkuwa
Aygaragu, Malam Baba Palaru as Turaki
Agyaragu and Malam Abdullahi Yahaya as Walin
Agyaragu.
Some of the dignitaries in attendance
include Prof. Akaro Mainoma, the former ViceChancellor, Nasarawa State University, Keffi;
Alhaji Musa Muhammed, former Speaker,
Nasarawa State House of Assembly; Mr Yakubu
Ubangari, former Secretary, State Universal
Basic Education Board, SUBEB, among others.

Heed The Call Of Nigerians, Coalition Urges Osinbajo
A coalition of support groups and professional
bodies within and outside the All Progressives
Congress ,APC, across Nigeria has called on
Vice President Yemi Osinbajo to “heed the call
of Nigerians.”
The coalition, in a communiqué co-signed by
Mr Mike Oluwagbemi, Mr Williams Omoviro,
Chief Mathias Umeh and Mr. Ibrahim Mshelizza,
said Osinbajo should heed the call and run for
the post of president in 2023.
The entreaty was made at the coalition’s
stakeholders event titled the “Declaration
Conference”, held in Kano on Saturday.
“The conference calls on vice-president to
heed the call of Nigerians and declare to run for
the office of President of the New Tribe-Nigeria.
“After a critical analysis of achievements and
performance of the President Muhammadu
Buhari’s administration in spite of several
challenges, the need for a man with credible and

mental capacity to continue on the progressive
lane has become necessary”.
The coalition said it would take necessary
actions to actualise the emergence Osinbajo
as the next president of Nigeria.
“To press for continued corporate existence,
progress and unity of the new Tribe ,Nigeria.
“To push for continuity and sustainability
of ongoing landmark developmental projects
embarked upon by President Buhari’s
administration.
“Resolve to mobilise Nigerians of all faiths
and tribes to support the enthronement of a just
man who understand policies and programmes
of the present administration”.
The groups enjoined all Nigerians, Civil
Society Organisations, professional bodies;
market men and women, students and youths
to lend their voices to the command of history
by ensuring the seamless emergence of Osinbajo

as president of Nigeria come 2023.
Speaking at the event, Adeyeye called on
Nigerians to heed the call for a new Tribe that
would transform Nigeria.
“Nigeria summons us to rise over and above
our differences to embrace the things that we
have in common.
“Nigeria enjoins us to rise beyond localised
tongues and tribes to become a new TribeTHE NIGERIAN. “My compatriot, history is
encapsulated in moments.
“This moment of Nigerian history has itself
chosen a man and that man is Prof. Osinbajo,
the Vice-President of the Federal Republic of
Nigeria; Osinbajo is the man of the moment
for Nigeria”, he said.
Participants at the conference included
past and serving state and federal legislators
from across the country, top politicians, and
businessmen, among others.
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What A Manner Of Declaration

L

et me start by welcoming all to
this brand New Year that will be
filled with several events just like I
mentioned last time we conversed.
The year, although still very fresh,
has no doubt witnessed lots of interesting
developments that will shape the days
ahead.

It’s been almost three years since I embarked on a
journey by road, especially with the level of insecurity
and bad state of our roads. Against all odds, I hit
the road shortly after the New Year holiday for my
sibling’s wedding in Akure, which happens to be my
state capital. I was oblivious of the state of security but
chose to go solo, no security attaché but my instinct
directed that I should call my friend to know the state
of the roads. I put a call through to Oladosu to know
about his normal security briefs on the state of the
roads. Instead of furnishing me with updates on the
road status, it was the year’s political review he came
up with. I did not stop him because I also no doubt
have interest in the matter he threw up for discussion.
He is my political gist partner and we have been doing
this virtually for a while now. In reviewing the year,
he lamented once again the sudden demise of the
Egbon Yinka Odumakin, that we called ‘Jagunmolu’, as
his death dealt a blow on the entire nation and as we
won’t have someone that has details and background
information about some of our South West political
players especially Bola Ahmed Tinubu. The state
of our roads could be described as bad. It is obvious
that road infrastructure is not part of the acclaimed
developmental feats of nowadays governments. Well,
this is another subject for another day. My friend
finally succeeded in taking me on political issues,
abandoning my inquiries on the state of our roads.
After normal pleasantries, he came up with: Who will
lead the country after Buhari, will he come from the
South or the North? Dosu man, went on to reel out
names and I was all ears with lots of reservations on
most of the names. We concluded by saying let’s give
time to reassess the situation.
Season of politicking as expected is fast
approaching but I am amazed, the way pre 2023
is taking shape. We have heard and read several
analyses, statements and speculations by political
pundits; all seems to be coming through based on

Kalu
the season. Few days into the New Year, we have
witnessed torrents of declarations from political
bigwigs angling to take over from President Buhari.
The season we are in is definitely an interesting one
because of the manner of declaration and character
of those declaring. If we really want a change and
departure from the past, then we need to do things
in a different way. The age long speculation about
those that have been declared has been put to rest
even though with huge reservations from members
of the public.
I was shocked like other well meaning country
men, that in a constitutional democracy, where the
people come first, those that have declared didn’t
bother about the people whose power in actuality
belongs to, rather they preferred to firstly inform Mr
President. What is the manner of declaration? I keep
wondering how we get to this level?
Bola Ahmed Tinubu, the man with several
names and appellations was first among those that
undermined our constitutional democracy and power
of the people by paying homage to the ‘Power’ in the
Villa, telling him his intentions to run for presidency.
This was least expected from the acclaimed national
leader. Do not get me wrong, I am not saying the man
in the Villa shouldn’t be briefed but what happened
to the traditional way of declaration? He was bold to
visit President Buhari and to declare his intentions to
take over from him. One is shocked that despite the
huge contradictions, heightened calls for a new crop
of leaders he still wants to rule the country.
It seems that odds are not in his favour this

time around because except for a few, most party
heavyweights have severed relationships with him.
The party ‘cabals’ once boasted that he shouldn’t call
himself national leader, which shows that things have
fallen apart. He still has several unanswered questions
about the source of his wealth. Several unanswered
questions concerning parentage, accountability,
educational background to clear the ways for him. Is
Tinubu still the stronghold of South-west politics?
Apart from the networking that produced the current
regime, one cannot point to what he has done to
revive the region. People now stand up to challenge
Jagaban, yet he still went ahead to inform the Villa of
his ambition. What a manner of declaration without
clarity. On the political pilgrimage to Presidential
Villa is Dave Umahi, the Ebonyi State Governor. His
declaration has also stopped speculations by his
visit to Villa to also inform the President about his
intentions to take over from him from the South-east.
The zone that over time; echoes marginalization in
the power equation. This declaration has put to rest
the marginalization argument and further confirmed
reasons behind his anti-party activities that made
him defect to the ruling party. The question that
runs through some minds remains; how far has he
transformed Ebonyi State in the last seven years? Are
these persons ready to share with us their road map
to lead and not just to further plunge us into more
challenges?
Orji Uzor Kalu, even with his case in court has
also declared his intentions to contest for the highest
office in the land, although he added a caveat that his
final decision will depend on the aftermath of the
APC convention and when zoning would have been
decided. He believes his current challenge is from
those opposing his contest for President. Even though
he didn’t visit the presidential villa, his intentions
are also laughable as the country needs more serious
minds than what we currently have.
To show we are still not there, the usual frenzy that
follows intentions to run for elections is not even
there yet. No serious conversation, no engagement,
all we have is negative comments after the so-called
declaration. We still have capable hands that can
lead right, we are patiently waiting for other serious
contenders to come out and show intentions to
contest, especially from other political parties and
hoping they won’t embark on the same journey to
inform or take permission from the man in the Villa.
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INEC does more than
conducting elections – Yakubu
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To a
43-year-old
man, Dan’asabe
Eddo, an indigene
of Kaduna State, who
resides in Garaku,
Nasarawa State for
allegedly raping an
80-year-old woman.
Be warned!
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