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WORKERS TO FG

Don’t Borrow N620bn
From Pension Funds

Proposal based on PFAs willingness to invest in transportation sector – FG
No sane union would take that – ASCSN President
PAGE 7
We may become stranded if govt defaults, says NUP
Don’t Interfere With Pending Court
Mother, Daughter Killed In
Proceedings, Ex-NIA DG Tells Malami
Benue Arson Attack
Minister of Justice, Abubakar
BY HENRY IBYA, MAKURDI

Tragedy struck yesterday at Akpa
community in Otukpo Local
Government Area of Benue State,
following the burning to death of a
house wife whose name could not

One time Acting Director General
of the National Intelligence Agency,
NIA, Ambassador Mohammed
Dauda, has urged the Attorney
General of the Federation and

CONTINUE ON PAGE 13

Malami, not to interfere with
pending appeals in the National
Industrial Court challenging his
removal from office.
CONTINUE ON PAGE 6

EDITORIAL
Why APC Factions Must Find Common Ground
true democracy, as government for the people with President
Muhammadu Buhari leading the vanguard for a better Nigeria.
The return to civil rule in the country was 16 years old
when power changed hands. Sadly after six years of APC in
government, many are forced to wonder if the change was
just between two different political parties with different
ideologies or two parties differentiated only in their name.
To many, it feels too much like all talk no action in the sense
that most of the perceived ills of the PDP are regular features
in today’s APC.
CONTINUE ON PAGE 5

Non Conduct Of Convention Taking Toll On APC – Lukman

Progressive Governors Forum PGF,
Director General, Dr. Salihu Lukman
has called for a clearer path to the
holding of All Progressives Congress,
APC, National Convention.
Lukman, in a statement yesterday
in Abuja, noted that there was no
need for further consultation by
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Kwara Not
kidnappers
Haven, Says
Police

Gov. Mai Mala Buni-led Caretaker and
Exra-ordinary Convention Planning
Committee ,CECPC, after the approval
of President Muhammadu Buhari.
CECPC had in a recent statement
said it was embarking on consultations
with party stakeholders to prepare the
ground for a rancour-free national
convention.
“The statement, like previous ones

Hisbah
Reconciles 3,579
Couples, Others
In Jigawa

from the CECPC didn’t announce
any date and venue for the national
convention.
“The statement said a sub-committee
on budgeting and other substructures
will be set up in due course.
“If subcommittees, whether for
budget or anything, are to be set up,
to perhaps mobilise funds for the
convention, why are they not set up

Lassa Fever:
A Resurging
Killer

with just about two weeks to the end
of January’’. Lukman wondered.
He described as disappointing
the failure of the party`s CECPC to
announce the date and venue for the
national convention even after Buhari
had approved the February date for
the convention.
CONTINUE ON PAGE 29
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BY MUYIWA OYINLOLA

NSCDC
Shortlists
5,000 For
Employment

PAGE 12

lmost nine years after the All Progressives
Congress, APC, was formed in a merger with the
Action Congress of Nigeria, ACN; the Congress
for Progressive Change, CPC; and the All Nigeria
People’s Party, ANPP; the union is increasingly
becoming somewhat like a marriage of strange bed fellows.
This is instead of consolidating on packaging to right the
perceived wrongs of the Peoples Democratic Party, PDP, it
took power from in the 2015 general elections.
Prior to the APC’s rise to stardom, it often accused the
ruling PDP of maladministration godfatherism as well as other
sundry anomalies. The APC’s slogan was one that heralded
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BY MARIAM SANNI, ABUJA

be ascertained and her daughter
identified as Miss Cecelia Agidi.
Eyewitness
informed
AljazirahNigeria yesterday in
Makurdi that the middle aged
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Khutbah By Shaykh Maahir al-Mu’ayqilee About Happiness

A

ll praise is due to Allaah. He made this
life an abode where we are tested, and
one in which times alternate between
happiness and sorrow. I praise Allaah,
as He is perfect in every way, and I am grateful
to Him. I bear witness that none has the right
to be worshipped except Allaah alone, without
any partner. He is the One who gives life,
causes death, and puts people through what
makes them laugh at times and weep at others.
I further bear witness that our leader and
Prophet, Muhammad, is Allaah’s worshipping
servant and Messenger.
He was an individual who was happy with
the bounty and mercy granted by Allaah, and
he persevered through all that Allaah tested
him with. May Allaah grant commendation,
protection, and blessings to His Messenger, as
well as to the Messenger’s family, Companions,
and all who continue following his guidance
until the Day of Recompense.
Dear people of eemaan, I counsel all of you
– as well as myself – to observe taqwaa of
Allaah, the Almighty and Most Majestic (i.e.
by fulfilling His commands and avoiding His
prohibitions). Taqwaa provides protection
against trials and strife, and it is a means to
being pardoned for sins. (People of eemaan,
when you observe taqwaa of Allaah, He will
grant you a criterion by which you distinguish
between right and wrong, and He will expiate
your misdeeds and forgive your sins.
And Allaah is the owner of limitless bounty))
[8:29].
Dear Ummah of Islaam, happiness is
something that brings the heart much

delight, while sorrow causes it to experience
misery. The directives prescribed by Allaah
– the Most Merciful – give consideration to
the requirements of the innate disposition all
humans have, and those directives also refine
individuals and the way they react to the
situations which they face. Allaah – the Most
Majestic – created all things and He is the One
who has best knowledge about their state and
what is most appropriate for them.
Allaah – who is perfect in every way – made
happiness a fruit produced by being pleased
with Him and having certainty about Him.

“

The directives
prescribed by Allaah
– the Most Merciful –
give consideration to
the requirements of
the innate disposition
all humans have, and
those directives also
refine individuals and
the way they react to the
situations which they face.

((The One who created certainly has complete
knowledge, since He is acquainted with all
things, even the most minute of details))
[67:14]. Thus, the people of eemaan (i.e. those
who have correct beliefs and perform righteous
deeds) feel much happiness about the guidance
with which Allaah sent His Messenger. Allaah
said, ((Messenger of Allaah, the people who
accept the truth among those whom We gave
prior scriptures rejoice over what has been
sent down to you)) [13:36]. Consequently,
the greatest level of happiness one can have
is being happy with Islaam, eemaan, and the
guidance contained in the Sunnah and the
Qur’aan.
That happiness invigorates a person’s soul,
makes him desirous of having knowledge
and eemaan, and leads him to be grateful to
Allaah who is the bestower of all blessings and
favours. Allaah said, (Messenger of Allaah, say:
all people should be glad to have the bounty
and mercy of Allaah.
That is better than anything of this world
they can amass for themselves)) [10:58].
My dear brothers who have eemaan, one
of the things that leads a person to have
happiness in this world and the hereafter,
is making others feel happiness. The more a
person gives, the more happiness he himself
attains since the recompense for a deed is
similar to the nature of the deed itself.
At-Tabaraanee collected a hadeeth with
a chain of narration graded hasan [by some
scholars], in which Allaah’s Messenger
(may Allaah grant him commendation and
protection) said, “If a person does something

that his Muslim brother likes, and he does that
to make him happy, Allaah would make that
Transcript based on live English translation
from al-Masjid al-Haraam (the Grand Mosque
in Makkah) 2 person himself happy on the Day
of Resurrection.”1 Hence, making others happy
is one of the most virtuous of righteous deeds,
and the most beloved of them to Allaah.
In addition, making others happy is a means
to attaining Allaah’s mercy and forgiveness, as
well as being admitted to Jannah. Ibn „Umar
(may Allaah be pleased with both of them)
narrated that a man came to the Prophet
(may Allaah grant him commendation and
protection) and asked, “Messenger of Allaah,
which individual is most beloved to Allaah,
and which deeds are most beloved to Allaah?”
Allaah’s Messenger (may Allaah grant him
commendation and protection) replied,
“The most beloved of people to Allaah, the
Most Exalted, is the individual who provides
others with the most benefit; and the most
beloved deeds to Allaah, the Most Exalted, are
making another Muslim happy, removing any
adversity he faces, settling any debt he may
owe, and ridding him of hunger.
Additionally, for me to set out with a
brother of mine who needs something is
more beloved to me than spending a full
month performing i„tikaaf in this masjid.” The
Prophet (may Allaah grant him commendation
and protection) said that in reference to his
masjid in al-Madeenah. This hadeeth was
collected by at-Tabaraanee with a hasan chain
of narration.
To be continue
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Rules For Interpreting The Qur’an
T
wo people reading the same text, or
looking at the same object, can often
come to different conclusions. Some of
these differences are legitimate while
others are not. After the Prophet’s death, Muslim
scholars immediately recognized the need to
establish rules for interpreting the Qur’ān
in order to preserve its meaning and protect
it from being misinterpreted. This allowed
room for different interpretations, but it also
established boundaries for things considered
outside the fold of legitimate interpretation.
Below are general criteria Muslim scholars have
set to properly understand the Qur’ān:

THE CONTEXT OF THE QUR’ĀN
Each verse must be understood in light of
the Qur’ān itself. If a verse is interpreted in a
particular way, it should be in conformity with
other affirmative evidence provided by other
verses of the Holy Quran. If this evidence is
absent or if the interpretation clearly contradicts
other Qur’ānic verses, then this understanding
of the verse is incorrect because it is not possible
for the Qur’ān to contradict itself. For instance,
there is a verse in the Qur’ān that says: Woe to
those who pray (Qur’ān 107:4). By itself, one
might think that God is criticizing those who
pray. However, the context of this verse is that
it is criticizing those who pray are heedless and
lazy concerning their prayer. This is indicated by
the following verse: Those who are heedless of
their prayer (Qur’ān 107:5).
THE INTERPRETATION OF THE
PROPHET
The life of the Prophet Muhammad peace be
upon him is understood to be a living example
of the Qur’ān. All other Muslims are fallible in
their interpretation of the Qur’ān. However, if
the Prophet peace be upon him interpreted a
verse in a particular manner then that is the
absolute meaning of the verse. Furthermore,
the Qur’ān must be understood in light of his
actions. If the interpretation of a Qur’ānic

verse contradicts the Prophet’s life, then that
interpretation is incorrect, and the verse has
a more specific meaning. A popular example
is a verse used by many Islamophobes to claim
that the Qur’ān tells Muslims to kill all nonMuslims: And when the sacred months have
passed, then kill the polytheists wherever you
find them (Qur’ān 9:5). This verse cannot mean
to kill all non-Muslims for several reasons. First,
the verse does not state to kill all non-Muslims.
It is referring specifically the polytheists.
When the Qur’ān uses the term polytheists it
is almost always referring to the idol worshippers
of Mecca who were attacking the Muslims. What
it does mention are time and place. In Arabia,
the Arabs agreed to not fight during the holy
months in order that pilgrims feel safe to travel.
The Muslims also thought that they cannot fight
in Mecca, and God gave them permission to do
so if they are attacked in the city. Lastly, the
Prophet peace be upon him did not kill all nonMuslims. Rather, he had non-Muslim relatives,

“

Language also changes
over time and the
meanings of particular
words can change.
However, the Qur’ān must
be interpreted according
to the understanding and
usage of the words at the
time of the Prophet peace
be upon him.

neighbors, friends, and allies. Another example
is the Qur’ān commands Muslims to pray, but
it does not say how many times. The Prophet
peace be upon him taught Muslims that the
prayer is five times a day. If someone claimed it
was more or less, this interpretation would be
incorrect because it is not in accordance with the
teachings and life of the Prophet Muhammad
peace be upon him.
THE INTERPRETATION OF THE
COMPANIONS
The Companions of the Prophet peace be upon
him hold a special status in Islam. Throughout
the Qur’ān God notes that He is pleased with
them, they are truthful, honest, and dedicated
to the message of Islam. They also had a close
relationship with the Prophet peace be upon
him. Therefore, their interpretation of the
Qur’ān is always taken into consideration,
especially if the interpretation is held by a
significant number of Companions or the
scholars among them.

THE ARABIC LANGUAGE
God revealed the Qur’an in the Arabic language
for a reason, a reason that is perhaps beyond
the grasp of human understanding. God says in
the Qur’ān: We have sent it down as an Arabic
Qur’an, in order that you may learn wisdom
(Qur’ān 12:2). This is not because Arabs are
superior to others, but because the Arabic
language is the richest of all languages in depth
and breadth.
Translations, no matter how sincere and
excellent, are always lacking. This is due to the
fact that there is always meaning lost when a
message delivered in one language is translated
into another. The Qur’ān must be understood
in light of the Arabic language. For example,
one might read the following verse and argue
that there is a possibility of God having a son:
If Allah had intended to take a son, He could
have chosen from what He creates whatever He
willed. Exalted is He; He is Allah, the One, the

Prevailing (Qur’ān 39:4).
Muslims believe that it is not possible for
God to have a son because it is against His
nature. The translation of this verse seems to
indicate that it is possible. However, when we
refer to the Arabic language used in this verse,
we quickly see that is not the case. In English,
there is only one “if,” but in Arabic, there are
several ways to say “if.” The word used in this
verse is lauw, which is the if of impossibility. This
means that anything that follows the word lauw
is impossible. This is consistent throughout the
Qur’ān, the Prophet’s speech, and the language
of the Arabs. It is like saying “If I can fly” or “If
I was alive a thousand years ago” or “If only I
made a different decision in the past.” All of
these are impossible. This is but one example
of how the Qur’ān can be misinterpreted when
one bypasses the Arabic language.
Language also changes over time and the
meanings of particular words can change.
However, the Qur’ān must be interpreted
according to the understanding and usage of
the words at the time of the Prophet peace be
upon him.
WHEN IS AN INTERPRETATION
INCORRECT?
Generally, when the above criteria are ignored
or not met, the interpretation is not valid. If
the interpretation is based simply on personal
opinion, whim, or desire without taking the
above criteria into consideration. Sincerity and
open mindedness are essential components
of properly interpreting any text, but by
itself sincerity is not enough. One must have
considered the overall context of the verse
and when it was revealed, the Qur’ān’s overall
message, the teachings and life of the Prophet
peace be upon him, the understanding of the
earliest Muslim generations, as well as the
grammatical, syntactical and etymological
nuances of the Arabic language.
Source: www.whyislam.org
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Buhari Pledges Timely Completion Of
Sagamu-Benin, Lagos-Ibadan Expressways
BY OLUMIDE TAIWO, ABEOKUTA

President Muhammadu Buhari says
the Sagamu-Benin and Lagos-Ibadan
Expressways, will be completed and
inaugurated before the end of 2022.
Buhari gave the assurance yesterday
at the Sagamu Interchange while
inaugurating the Gateway City Gate
Monument Park during his one day
official visit to Ogun for inauguration
of five key projects.
The president lauded Governor
Dapo Abiodun for delivering
visionary and trail-blazing projects
for the people amidst prevailing and
challenging circumstances occasioned
by COVID-19 pandemic.
Describing Abiodun as ‘‘performing
Governor of Nigeria’s Gateway State”,
the president further described him
as “a worthy example of promises

Buhari

PHOTO
OF THE
DAY

“

A cross-section of commercial mA
view of solid wastes packed by
scavengers under the Orile-Iganmu
Bridge in Lagos, yesterday.
Photo: Oladapo Kayode/BJO/NAN

made and promises kept’’.
He said that the projects executed
by the governor were lofty.
They were Gateway City Gate; the
42-Kilometre Sagamu InterchangeAbeokuta Road; the 14km Ijebu-OdeEpe Expressway and two Housing
Estates for low, medium and high
income earners at Kobape and OkeMosan, Abeokuta.
Buhari said that the projects
could not have been materialised
without the state government’s
huge investment and commitment
to security of lives and property.
‘‘This has made Ogun one of the
safest and most peaceful states in the
country and investors’ destination of
choice.
‘‘You (Prince Abiodun) have
justified the mandate of the people
of Ogun. You have represented our

party very well,’’ he said.
The president expressed delight
that the 14 kilometres IjebuOde-Mojoda-Epe Road he earlier
inaugurated on arrival in Ogun,
was reconstructed into a modern
expressway by the state government.
He said that the impressive road
would complement the SagamuBenin Expressway currently being
reconstructed by the Federal
Government.
‘‘Just across the road is the 42
kilometres
Sagamu-InterchangeAbeokuta Road, which the state
government had reconstructed and
equipped with street lights.
‘‘That road enjoys a direct linkage
with the Lagos-Ibadan Expressway
that the Federal Government is
rebuilding and due for completion
later this year.
‘‘I am particularly impressed by
the quality and standard of your road
projects and the creative way you have
deployed resources to reconstruct and
rehabilitate them.
‘‘It is significant to note that the
two road projects being commissioned
today are federal roads.
‘‘These roads also fit well into our
rail transportation masterplan that
connects Lagos, Nigeria’s economic
capital to Kano with Ogun having
more rail stations along the LagosIbadan rail corridor’’.
“This is an example of constructive
engagement, cooperation and
collaboration between the State and
Federal Governments.
‘‘When state governments deliver

impactful projects in consultation
with stakeholders, like we have
witnessed in Ogun, the trajectory
of our national development will be
enhanced”, he said.
Responding to requests by Abiodun
to give priority to the Lagos-OtaAbeokuta and the Sango-Ota-IdiIroko Road, Buhari assured the people
of the state that the roads would
receive the Federal Government’s
attention.
He also announced that the
Federal Government would consider
extending tax credit as funding option
for the reconstruction of the roads, as
done for the 100 kilometres Sagamu
Interchange-Papalanto-Ilaro Road.
Buhari promised to consider the
approval of the reconstruction of
Sagamu-Ogijo Road by the Nigerian
National Petroleum Company (NNPC)
under the tax credit scheme.
He appreciated the people of the
state for their warm welcome.
‘‘This welcome by the large crowd
brings back the nostalgia of my first
arrival on this soil as a young infantry
officer in the Nigerian Army at the
then Lafenwa Barracks in Abeokuta,
not long after independence.
‘‘The traditional hospitality of the
people of this state has not waned a
bit.
“Today, I am ‘Omowale’ (Child has
returned home) and very happy at this
homecoming to meet my brothers and
sisters whose goodwill I have always
enjoyed”, the president said.
Earlier, Abiodun commended

the president for the support and
goodwill the state had continued to
enjoy from the his government.
He said that the projects executed
by his administration were deliberate
and guided by his vision to give Ogun
a focussed and qualitative governance
and create an enabling environment
for a Public Private Sector Partnership
to thrive.
“These are just a few of our
achievements. We have so much more
to showcase.
“These selected few that Your
Excellency will commission are,
however, symbolic of the various
types of projects across all sectors of
our dear state’s economy.
“It is noteworthy that all our
projects have the inputs and are
informed by the needs of the people
as expressed by them at different
engagement fora that we provide”,
he said.
Abiodun explained that beyond the
physical projects, his administration
had also embarked on several fiscal
and policy reforms to enable the
effectiveness and efficiency of
government.
He listed the reforms to include
the reinvigoration of the Security
Trust Fund; establishment of PublicPrivate Partnership Office; launch of
Ogun Digital Economy Infrastructure
Projects; and Ogun State Land
Revenue and Management Systems,
OLARMS.
The governor pledged that he would
not take the mandate of the people of
Ogun for granted.
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To operate a world class print media
organisation collocated with
positive journalistic ethics and
practices at its peak to our beloved
readers in Nigeria.

MISSION STATEMENT

Our mission is to create hard-breaking national
and international news, as it unfolds. We deliver
unparalleled perspectives across multiple
categories including politics, health, entertainment,
education, classy, judiciary, parliament, foreign
affairs, business, sports and more.

Why APC Factions Must Find Common Ground
FROM COVER

In recent times, the country’s
media outlets have been dominated
with unpalatable news of power
tussle within the ruling power.
As a result of spiraling acrimony
in the APC crisis, it has been having
a hectic time as time ticks ahead of
its National Convention slated for
February which seems to be hanging
in the balance. From the national,
states, local governments, wards
and units levels, the APC members
are engulfed in rancorous pursuit
for power.
It would be recalled that the
chairman of the All Progressives
Congress,
APC,
Caretaker
Extraordinary Convention Planning
Committee, CECPC, and Yobe State
Governor, Mai Mala Buni, came to
being as a stop gap approach by the
leaders following the removal of the
party’s erstwhile national chairman
and one time Governor of Edo State
and former super president of the
Nigerian Labour Congress, NLC,
Comrade Adams Oshiomhole.
It is pertinent to note that since

Who
SAID
What?
IN THE NEWS

“You get educated because
an educated person is
certainly better than an
uneducated one. Even
in identifying personal
problems.
“So, education is not just to
hang on to the government
to give you job and what the
colonials indoctrinated on –
to have a car, to have a house,
and to start work at 8 O’Clock
and close at 2 O’Clock.”
– President Muhammadu
Buhari

the Buni led CECPC came on board
it has been enmeshed in an array
of crisis. But like the proverbial cat
with nine lives it is surviving the
odds against it.
However, daily occurrences in the
APC can be described as a reflection
of the systemic problem of Nigeria’s
political system as what the public
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At this juncture,
we as a matter of
patriotism and the
need to contribute
our quota towards
deepening
democratic values in
the country.
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are made to understand does not
reflect the position of things as
events the unfold.
It seems the problem might truly
not be either one of ideologies of
the party but one of gross systemic
disorder regardless of who is at the
helm of affairs.
At this juncture, we as a matter
of patriotism and the need to
contribute our quota towards
deepening democratic values in the
country, we call on warring factions
in the party to seek redress with a
view to reexamining what brought
them together at first, and then
carry out genuine reconciliation in
the interest of the nation. Because
any democratic gain achieved by the
party will invariably have a multiplier
effect on future generations and on
Nigerians.
Furthermore, we urge the warring
factions in the APC and other
political parties alike to as matter
of utmost importance, sheath their
swords and toe the line of building
a strong democratic culture that can
be leveraged on to attain the goals of
the nation’s founding fathers.
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Osinbajo For
8th Ahmadu
Bello Lecture
In Kano

BY HASSAN JIRGI, DAMATURU

BY CALEB ISHAYA

Vice-President
Yemi
Osinbajo, is expected to
attend the 8th Sir Ahmadu
Bello lecture in Kano on Jan.
28, as a Special Guest of
Honour, an official has said.
Managing Director of the
Ahmadu Bello Memorial
Foundation,
Malam
Abubakar Gambo, said
this in a statement issued
yesterday.
Gambo said that the
lecture tagged “Reviving
the Northern Traditional
Institutions: Imperative
for Peace and Security
in Northern Nigeria”,
would be held under the
chairmanship of Gov. Simon
Lalong of Plateau.
“The annual lecture
usually serves as a forum
where experts, analysts,
policy
makers
and
stakeholders converge to
discuss topical issues and
proffer solutions to them”,
he said.
Gambo added that
Governor
Abdullahi
Ganduje of Kano State was
expected to serve as the
Chief Host at the event
slated for the Coronation
Hall of the Kano State
Government House, Kano.
He said that dignitaries
expected at the event
included the Emir of Lafia,
Justice Sidi Bage who would
serve as the Guest Speaker
at the event.
“Other eminent Nigerians
who will discuss and proffer
solutions on the theme
include:
Justice Ishaq Bello,
former Chief Justice of
the FCT, Prof. Nancy Aybe,
former Vice Chancellor
University of Makurdi, and
Prof. Usman Abubakar of
the Department of
Local Government and
Development
Studies,
Ahmadu Bello University,
Zaria”, he said.

L R: Director General/CEO, Small and Medium Enterprises Development Agency of Nigeria (SMEDAN), Dr. Dikko Umaru
Radda with the Statistician-General of the Federation/CEO, National Bureau of Statistics (NBS), Dr. Simon Harry, during the
Media Launch of the 2020 Report of the National Survey on the Micro Small and Medium Enterprises sun sector of Nigeria’s
economy in Abuja, yesterday.
PHOTO TYOZENDA TYOAKAA

Don’t Interfere With Pending Court
Proceedings, Ex-NIA DG Urges Malami
FROM COVER PAGE

Dauda, stated this in
a letter dated January
11, 2022 written to the
AGF titled “Appeal For
Non-Interference With
Pending
Proceedings
In Appeal Numbers
CA/A/1009/2020
&

CA/A/1037/2018
-Director General National
Intelligence Agency &
Anor V. Ambassador M.
Dauda” by Kanu G. Agabi
and Associates, signed by
Kanu Agabi ,CON, SAN.
AljazirahNigeria
recalls that Dauda, who
was sacked in 2018, is

challenging his removal
from service on the
ground that it did not
follow due process.
The former Nigerian
Ambassador to Chad acted
as head of the security
agency from November
2017 to January 2018,
when he was replaced

by an aide to President
Muhammadu
Buhari,
Ahmed Rufai Abubakar.
Besides, he appealed to
the AGF to ensure that
his personal liberty is not
compromised due to his
ongoing legal tussle with
the National Intelligence
Agency.

IGP Takes Delivery Of 200 Operational Vehicles, Security Gadgets
BY ISMAILA JIMOH, ABUJA

Inspector General of Police,
IGP, Usman Alkali, Baba has
taken delivery of operational
vehicles numbering 200 and
other security gadgets.
The security item which was
procured by the Nigeria Police
Trust Fund, NPTF, was handed
over to the Nigeria Police Force
yesterday in Abuja at a colorful
ceremony.
While receiving the 200
occasional vehicles known
as “buffalo trucks” and other
equipment, IGP Baba was
full of praise for President

Muhammadu Buhari led
Administration for making
the issue of security one of the
three carnival objectives of the
Administration which made the
realization and actualization of
the Nigeria Police Trust Fund.
He said with the presentation
of the critical operational assets,
it will go a long way in enhancing
the operational capacity towards
tackling current challenges of
banditry, kidnapping, armed
robbery and all the rest of it.
“ I wish to commend the Board
of Trustee, the Management and
Staff of the Nigeria Police Trust
Fund for providing the requisite

leadership that has aided the
take-off of the Trust Fund and
positioned it on a strong footing
that aided the procurement
of the first sets of operational
assets being launched.
“ I can assure that on our part,
we will continue to partner with
the Trust Fund, and will not
relent in rendering any form of
assistance and support to ensure
that the Nigeria Police Trust
Fund maintains the momentum
while achieving its laudable
objectives to the satisfaction of
Nigerians.
IGP Baba noted that the
Nigeria Police Trust Fund

CHANGE OF NAME

EJIMOFOR

I, formerly known and addressed as UGWUANYI
CHINAGO KANDY, now wish to be known and addressed
as EJIMOFOR CHINAGO CANDY. All former documents
remain valid. The general public should please take note.

and the Nigeria Police Force
have continued to maintain a
cordial working relationship,
saying that both Agencies have
also been collaborating in the
procurement planning processes
for the execution of approved
budgetary appropriations.
He went further by saying that
the synergy has enabled both
agencies in conjunction with
the Ministry of Police Affairs
to articulate appropriate needs
assessment in the preparation
of the budget proposals and
intervention for the operational
efficiency and optimal service
delivery of the Nigeria Police.

YAHUZA

I, formerly known and addressed as MUHAMMED USMAN
(DoB; 21 March 1992), now wish to be known and addressed
as USMAN MUHAMMED (DoB; 03 march 1994). All former
documents remain valid. The general public should please take note.

YAHUZA

Osinbajo

I, formerly known and addressed as SIMON SAMINU MICAH,
(DoB 1O OCT 1984), now wish to be known and addressed as
YAHUZA MICAH, (DoB 4 AUGUST 1993). All former documents
remain valid. The general public should please take note.
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National
President
of Nigeria Union of
Women
Journalists,
NAWOJ Comrade Ladi
Bala has commended the
accelerated development
recorded by the Yobe
State
Council of the NUJ
led by Comrade Rajab
Mohammed within a
very short time in office.
Ladi Bala disclosed
this during the opening
ceremony of the training
of female journalists,
“Gender
Sensitive
Reporting /Equity and
Safety” in Damaturu,
Yobe State.
According to her,
“I must say that I am
highly impressed by the
level of achievements
that you have recorded
within this very short
time of your tenure as
the chairman of this
council. The Yobe NUJ
complex has completely
changed within this
short time.
She added, “Let me tell
you that, I am proud of
you my brother and as a
council. I am so happy
with the kind of support
you are receiving from
your members in the
state. It’s our prayers
that God will continue
to guide you in doing the
right things as a leader”,
the NAWOJ President
said.
She also commended
the Yobe NUJ Chairman
for the support for the
success of the training
program in the state. She
congratulated Mr. Rajab
for his last election while
urging him to continue
with the good work in
the council
In his response the
Chairman, NUJ, State
Council, Comrade Rajab
Mohammed said he was
humbled by the visit of
the NAWOJ. Mr. Rajab
thanked NAWOJ for
bringing the capacity
training of the female
journalists to the State.
He appealed to the
NAWOJ President to
make the welfare and
capacity of women
working journalists his
top agenda.
Rajab also promised
to provide the needed
quality leadership to the
council which according
to him will be built on
justice, equity and trust.
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Workers To FG:
Don’t Borrow
N620bn From
Pension Funds

Proposal based on PFAs willingness to invest in
transportation sector – FG
No sane union would take that – ASCSN President
We may become stranded if govt defaults, says NUP

BY LADI PATRICK, ABUJA

Workers under the auspices of Association of
Senior Civil Servants of Nigeria, ASCSN, have
taken a swipe at the President Muhammadu Buhari
APC-led Federal Government on its plan to borrow
from pension funds. The Association without
mincing words asked the Federal Government
to jettison its plan to source N620bn loans from
Pension Funds to support its proposed N7.73 trn
investment in transport infrastructure over the
next five years, describing the proposal by the
government as insensitive.
The ASCSN President, Tommy Okon, said
the proposal is coming at a time when “some
pensioners are even complaining about delayed
payment of pension. No sane union would take
that. Anyways, it is still in the realm of proposal
because we have not received such suggestion
but I believe they shouldn’t make such a proposal
because no sane union would accept that.
The union also berated the FG on its borrowing
spree, noting that this has put the nation under
pressure.
Furthermore, Okon said, “I also believe that a
very sensible government would know you cannot
continue to do things the same way and expect a
different result. They have been borrowing, putting
Nigeria under intense pressure”.
Besides, pensioners under the aegis of the
Nigeria Union of Pensioners, NUP, stressed
that the government needed to be careful
about borrowing from the pension funds.
Reacting to the plan, the NUP Information
Officer, Mr Bunmi Ogunkolade, noted that
retirees might become stranded if the
government failed to repay the loan.
Ogunkolade stated, “From the NUP, we call
for caution on the borrowing plan because
what is happening today may not happen
tomorrow. This money does not belong to
the government; it belongs to the workers
who will retire tomorrow. The pension fund
does not even belong to the workers; it
becomes a pension after the workers might
have retired. So, people in service today that
are contributing hope to retire one day and
collect the money.
“Our fear is when they now retire and
the money is not there, having been spent
on construction of roads or electricity; so,
what would be the fate of such retirees?
So, we call for caution on the part of the
government. They should please think
twice. The total contribution, according to
the Pension Commission, is over N13trn and
the government wants to borrow $1.5bn. We
express our strong reservation about such
borrowing”.
However, analysts believe that since the
pension law allows PFAs to invest in Federal

Government bonds, workers and pension
unions may not have any legal grounds to stop
the government or pension funds administration
from going ahead with the proposal.
Specifically, the government is seeking to obtain
the facility to finance transport sector projects
between 2021 and 2025, hoping that the over
N13trn Pension Funds will grow at an average rate
of 15% per annum during the period.
These were contained in the Federal
Government’s ‘National Development Plan 20212025: Volume I’, which was launched recently.
The Federal Government also revealed in the
NDP document that the N7.73trn infrastructure
spending would be sourced from the capital market,
the Presidential Infrastructure Development Fund
portfolio, Pension Funds, among others.
The government, however, said the proposed
N620bn facility would be based on the willingness
of Pension Funds Administrators, PFAs, to invest
in the transportation sector.
The NDP document read in part, “An additional
$1.5bn ,N620bn, could be sourced from pension
funds, assuming Nigeria’s pension funds assets
valued at over $31.3bn in 2019 grows at an average
rate of 15% per annum over the five years and
pensions funds administrators opt to invest in
infrastructure funds and infrastructure bonds up
to the thresholds they are allowed to do”.
The National Development Plan describes
transportation as vital to the economy, noting that
it underpins development, delivers improvements
in quality of life, and enables effective governance.
As such, the government said in the plan
that it would upgrade the current transport
infrastructure to a well-integrated multimodal and intermodal transport system that is
economically efficient, socially equitable, and
environmentally sustainable.
The NDP further read in part, “To achieve the
goals outlined in the transportation sector, the

“

The sector’s
contribution to the
GDP is expected
to increase to 5%
in the next 5 to 10
years.

Buhari
estimated public investment is N7.73trn from
2021 to 2025. Allocations will be made to priority
projects in the sector as well as projects essential
to the operations of the relevant MDAs at each
level of government.
“In addition, the transportation sector plan and
the infrastructure master plan have identified
some available funding options. Aside from
the public sector capital budget expenditure
sources, the following options are available to
the government: Capital market-raising the
sum of N100bn on an annual basis via the
sovereign Sukuk bonds. This will amount to
a sum of N500bn that will be available for
the funding of critical road projects. The
Presidential Infrastructure Development
Fund portfolio managed by the Nigeria
Sovereign Investment Authority: The sum of
$321m was made available to this fund from
the proceeds of the last tranche of the ‘Abacha
loot’ that was recovered. The proceeds of the
fund will be applied to finance the execution
of the Lagos–Ibadan Expressway, Abuja –
Kaduna – Kano Expressway and the Second
Niger Bridge.
“The Central Bank of Nigeria is putting
together an infrastructure company in
collaboration with the NSIA and some private
capital funding sources. It is expected that
InfraCo will generate a total capital asset
portfolio of about $40bn. Over the next
five years, it is expected that InfraCo can
generate up to at least 55% of its projected
total portfolio of $22.5bn.
According to the document, with over 200
million people living across an area of over
900,000 square kilometres, the nation’s
transport sector currently contributes an
average of 3% to the Gross Domestic Product.
The sector’s contribution to the GDP is
expected to increase to 5% in the next 5 to
10 years.
As such, the government said it would
incentivise the private sector to attract
alternative funding sources to the sector.
However, the APC led Federal Government
had claimed in several fora that there is
nothing wrong in borrowing especially when
the loan is channeled to good use particularly to
capital projects that would benefit the masses
and improve quality living. From all indications
the Federal government is willing to take any loan
to fast track development so long as the lender is
willing to lend and under better repayment plans.
President Buhari in his recent interview aired by
some of the television stations stated clearly that
his administration is ready to take loans from the

Ngige
People’s Republic of China even though Nigerians
are not comfortable taking loans from China.
The Minister of Finance Mrs Zainab Ahmed
recently said that Nigeria’s debt ratio is within
the safety zone and there is no cause for alarm.
President Buhari led government, according
to statistics owes China $3.48bn as of the end
of June 2021, and experts have forecasted that
Nigeria risks losing assets to China over a certain
amount of loans. Nevertheless, President Buhari
also borrowed from the World Bank, IMF, and the
US etc.
Nigerians, CSOs, have raised the alarm over the
borrowing spree of this government, SERAP on
many occasions has sued the administration to
court over certain borrowings. You would agree
that the 9th NASS that approves whatever loan
request has joined other Nigerians in advising the
Federal Government to cut down on borrowings.
The Senate, two days ago, during the President of
the Senate 63rd birthday anniversary celebration
warned that the NASS would henceforth carry out
oversight on the loans and its use. Lawan stated
that: “Our revenue to GDP ratio is very low and
the economists will tell you Nigeria’s problem is
not debt, but revenue.
“So, if that is the case, it means those of us
in government must focus on dealing with the
challenges of revenue generation, collection and
remittance.
“This year, we will be engaging with the revenue
generating agencies such as Nigerian Ports
Authority, NPA, Customs, Federal Inland Revenue
Service, FIRS, and so on, on a quarterly basis, to
have their targets set for them, and we want them
to come and brief us on their performance every
quarter.
“We hope to start the first meeting, which is an
exploratory kind of meeting with them either this
month or early February.
“We want to see how we can make a positive
difference in the area of revenue generation.
“Nobody likes taking loans, borrowing or
accumulating debts, whether as an individual, a
family, a community or as a country.
“But what can you do when you’re not able to
generate enough? We are as concerned as anybody
else about our level of borrowing, even though we
are not saturated, but if we can do better why not
reduce, and the best way to reduce is to get more
revenues from especially independent sources.
“The government owned enterprises are
supposed to give us more money. In 2022, we
are expecting maybe about a trillion, I’m not
an economist, but I believe that we should be
expecting maybe double or triple from them”.
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Saudi Arabia records highest daily cases since the beginning of the pandemic to 5,362 in the past 24 hours. (Supplied)

International Cybersecurity Forum Postponed Over COVID-19 Concerns
International
Cybersecurity
Forum 2022, which was set to
open in Riyadh on February 1
under the patronage of King
Salman, has been postponed due
to coronavirus concerns.
National
Cybersecurity
Authority said it took the decision
to reschedule the two-day event
to protect its speakers and
participants, and as part of the
global effort to contain the spread

of COVID-19. The revised dates
would be announced later, it said.
COVID-19 cases have been
soaring around the world. Saudi
Arabia on January 12 recorded
5,362 infections for the previous
24 hours, its highest daily figure
since the start of the pandemic,
taking its total number of
confirmed cases to 593,545, the
Ministry of Health said.
The previous daily record was

UAE Forces To Take Part
In GCC Security Exercise

KSA Encourages Downstream Mining Activities – NIDLP

Members of UAE’s security
forces arrived Saudi Arabia on
Wednesday ahead of a joint
tactical exercise with security
agencies from other Gulf
Cooperation Council, GCC,
member states.
Arab Gulf Security 3 will take
place this month in Dammam in
the Eastern Province, the Saudi
Defense Ministry said.
Brigadier-General
Salem
bin Abdullah Al-Habsi, a
member of the Command
and Control Committee, said
the participants are prepared
for the exercise, which aims
to enhance coordination and
field cooperation, and develop
capabilities for dealing with
crises and emergencies.
The Kingdom’s Ministry of
Interior announced on Tuesday
that its preparations for
hosting the exercise had been
completed. It was organised
in accordance with a decision
taken in 2020 during the
37th meeting of GCC interior
ministers.

Downstream mining activities and
industrialization, which aims to satisfy
the future needs of renewable energy,
are encouraged in Saudi Arabia, Head
of the National Industrial Development
and Logistics Programme, Suliman Bin
Khaled Al-Mazroua, said.
Al-Mazroua said laws and
regulations in the Kingdom stimulate
investments in the downstream mining
sector, especially with the ongoing shift
to renewable energy.
Saudi Arabia targets that by 2030,
half of the Kingdom’s energy will be

4,919 cases, recorded in June
2020.
The ministry also reported
two deaths on Jan. 12, taking
the number of fatalities in the
Kingdom to 8,899, and 2,499
recoveries, taking that tally to
552,057. The number of critical
cases was 218, it said.
Over 52.9 million doses of
coronavirus vaccines have so far
been administered in the Kingdom,

generated from renewable sources.
“That would require a lot of mining
activities and downstream industry for
silica, copper and others,” he added.
He indicated that copper is in short
supply, while cobalt use needs to rise 13
times by 2040 to satisfy future needs of
electric vehicles. Current production of
EVs is around 3 million cars per year,
but this is expected to go up to 71
million units in 2040.
“The priority, of course, is for the
needs of copper, the needs of gold,
and the needs of phosphate, silica and

which recently updated its control
measures to include fines of
SR1,000, $266, for those who
break social distancing rules and
SR100,000 for repeat offenders.
Other measures include the
mandatory wearing of masks
in all public places, while social
distancing measures have been
reintroduced at the Two Holy
Mosques.
Many countries have registered

steel,” Al-mazroua said, adding that
they are among the top 10 minerals
targeted by his organisation
In addition, mining in the
Kingdom is done in compliance with
environmental concerns. He noted
that Ma’aden, Saudi Arabia’s national
mining champion, carefully addresses
these issues. The company preserves
water and re-treats it using newly-built
pipelines. It also uses renewable energy
in powering facilities instead of opting
for oil and other polluting sources.
When asked about how NIDLIP is

record rates of coronavirus
infections as the omicron variant
takes hold across the world.
France, the UK, Denmark, Italy,
Spain, Portugal, Greece, Cyprus,
Italy, Malta, the US, Bolivia and
Australia have all reported surges
in case numbers in recent days.
The World Health Organization
said the omicron variant posed
a “very high” risk and could
overwhelm healthcare systems.

enabling mining investments in the
Kingdom, Al-mazroua said that, from
the financial perspective, mining loans
are now provided through the Saudi
Industrial Development Fund with very
low interest rates. Also, there has been
an improvement in the provision of
data for investors. The CEO of NIDLIP
explained that the Saudi Geological
Survey now supplies investors with
the data they require.
Al-mazroua indicated that Saudi
Arabia is endowed with many resources
of varying kinds.

German Pianist Performs First Time In Kingdom

German pianist, Corinna Simon
performed in Saudi Arabia in
an event hosted by the German
Ambassador, Dieter Lamle.
The audience enjoyed a
diverse musical programme
which included compositions by
Schumann, Tchaikovsky, Martini
and Albeniz.
Simon received a standing
ovation from the audience at the
end of the concert.
The
Berlin-based
pianist
received her first piano lesson
at the age of five. By age 12, she
began training as a junior student

at Julius-Stern-Institut in Berlin.
Engagements have taken her to
many countries in Europe, the US,
Latin America, Asia and Africa. In
Berlin, she leads a private training
class for highly gifted young people
and aspiring musicians.

Simon regularly hosts master
classes
at
internationally
renowned music academies.
The German ambassador
marked Simon’s visit to the
Kingdom as part of an ongoing
cultural program at the German

embassy.
It includes art exhibitions, music
concerts and cinema evenings,
bringing the Saudi and the German
communities together in Riyadh
and Jeddah in support of cultural
exchange between both countries.

6th Batch Of Oil Derivatives Arrives Yemen
Sixth batch of a Yemeni fuel grant
provided by Saudi Arabia to operate
power plants has arrived at Nishtun
port in Al-Mahra governorate,
state news agency Saba reported on
Wednesday.

The oil derivatives, which were
delivered through Saudi Development
and Reconstruction Programme for
Yemen, amounted to 4,000 metric tons
of diesel.
The technical teams in Nishtun oil

facilities checked the diesel and ensured
that it complied with the approved
specifications. They then began
pumping it to designated tanks and
carried out procedures to distribute it to
power stations across the governorate.
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Students study at a madrasa (Islamic school) in South Jakarta. Eka Nickmatulhuda/AAP

Research Center To Help Develop Arabic Education In Indonesia
Ministry of Religious Affairs in
Indonesia has signed a cooperation
agreement with Al-Sharq Center
for Dialogue and Civilization to
develop Arabic language education
in cooperation with the Center
for Research and Knowledge
Communication in Riyadh.
The signing ceremony was
attended by Dr Ali Al-Mayouf,
the center’s advisor and a faculty
member in the Arabic Language
Department at King Saud University.
Dr Al-Mayouf indicated that the
Center for Research and Knowledge
Communication had previously
cooperated with scientific and
cultural bodies in Indonesia.
Last year, following an agreement
with the Ministry of Religious
Affairs in Indonesia, the Center
contributed to reviewing and
auditing 33 textbooks in Arabic
for the benefit of the Republic of
Indonesia, including 15 textbooks
for teaching Arabic language and
its sciences, and 18 courses in
Shariah sciences written and taught
in Arabic, namely: Hadith and
interpretation, jurisprudence and
its principles.
Additionally, the Center has
previously suggested switching
curricula into online learning, which
is what this agreement aims at.
He pointed out that the mission
and objectives of the Center
for Research and Knowledge
Communication are in line with
serving Asian Arabisation, scientific
communication, and contributing to
strengthening the deep brotherly
relations between Saudi and
Indonesian societies. In turn,
Head of the Sub-department of the
General Administration of Islamic

Education and Curricula, Dr. Ahmed
Hedayatullah, expressed hope that
this cooperation would result in
the formation of an Indonesian
generation capable of speaking
Arabic fluently.

“Cooperation between the
Center for Research and Knowledge
Communication in Saudi Arabia and
Indonesian institutions to develop
Arabic language will contribute to
strengthening relations between the

two countries and their peoples”, he
elaborated.
On his part, Director of the
Orient Center for Dialogue and
Civilization, Muhammad Anas
praised the efforts of the Center

Folk Festival Showcases Ancient Treasures

Qimam Mountain Performing Arts
Festival, which runs this week in the
Asir region from January 9 to 15,
is a rich showcase of Saudi folk art.
The festival presents the ancient
arts that have been preserved in
this mountainous region, Qimam
means summits, in the southwest of
the country which has the highest
peaks in the Kingdom.
The festival takes place in the
palaces of Bin Mushait, Abu Sarrah,

and Qasr Malik. The architecture
of these palaces bears the same
distinctive quality as can be found in
the local folk art, Khaled Al-Took, a
national tour guide, told the media.
Visitors can enjoy performing
arts shows, including folk dancing,
and poetry evenings, buy folk
handicrafts and taste traditional
food. They can watch a welcome
dance that Asir dancers have long
used to welcome performers from

elsewhere, in an ancient local
tradition.
“The festival will help promote
these popular arts, connect younger
generations with their heritage and
motivate them to participate with
pride,” said Al-Took.
Visitors can learn the mountain
dances with their different rhythms
and melodies and can even join in
the fun.
The festival includes walking

for Research and Knowledge
Communication in establishing
cooperation and implementing the
agreement to support and develop
Arabic language education in
Indonesia.

trips led by professional mountain
guides.
There is also a visual arts
exhibition that presents the
creativity in fine arts in the region.
Qimam aims to promote the
natural assets and cultural treasures
of the region and enhance the
presence of Saudi folklore globally
while also supporting the local
community in promoting their
traditions.

KSA Ranks 3rd In Providing Humanitarian Assistance
Saudi Arabia has maintained the top
three position among the world’s
donors for humanitarian assistance in
2021, according to the UN’s Financial
Tracking Service, the chief of KSrelief
said on Wednesday.
The Kingdom also topped the
biggest donors for Yemen, Dr.
Abdullah bin Abdul Aziz Al-Rabeeah
said.
FTS is a centralized source of data
and information on humanitarian
funding flows and is managed by
the United Nations Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs.
“King Salman and Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman’s directives for
KSrelief to document the Kingdom’s
assistance at relevant international
institutions have contributed to
highlighting the great humanitarian
efforts of Saudi Arabia, which resulted

in realizing this big achievement that
reflects the level of support and follow
up of the wise leadership,” Al-Rabeeah
said.
He noted that Saudi Arabia has
always provided, and continues to
provide, generous assistance to the
needy wherever they are, which reflects

the deep values of the leadership and
people of Saudi Arabia.
Al-Rabeeah
expressed
his
appreciation and gratitude for the
leadership’s unlimited support and
concern for humanitarian work that
allows the Kingdom to occupy a high
international status in this field.

The FTS revealed that the Kingdom
ranked third in the world after the
US and Germany for the amount of
humanitarian aid provided which
totalled more than $1.2 billion,
and was the top donor to Yemen by
providing the country with more than
$934 million in 2021.

Wealth Fund To Invest $10bn In Global Stocks Amid Asset Expansion Efforts
Saudi Arabia’s wealth fund is to
invest $10 billion, SAR37.5 billion,
in e-commerce and renewables
global stocks this year as it pushes
ahead with its 2025 goal of a twofold
increase in assets, Bloomberg
reported, citing people familiar with
the matter.
The investment is to come in
addition to the Public Investment
Fund’s direct investment in global
businesses as well as domestic deals.

The fund’s aim is for 80 percent of
its investments to be utilized locally
while the remaining 20 percent is to
be spent internationally.
“To grow and diversify PIF’s
international portfolio investments
broadly, across geographies, asset
classes and sectors, and away from
the domestic economy and oil and gas
industries,” Bloomberg reported, citing
a document that delineated the fund’s
plan up to 2025.

Upon securing $40 billion from the
Kingdom’s reserves in 2020 as a result
of pandemic repercussions, the Saudi
wealth fund had an accumulated $500
billion worth of assets which it used to
acquire stakes in large corporations.
It plans to double its assets to
reach $1.1trillion by 2025. Chaired by
Crown Prince Mohamed bin Salman,
the Public Investment Fund’s public
holdings are currently valued at an
estimated $200 billion.
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Kano Govt
Approves N500m
Counterpart
Fund For Climate
Project

Gunmen Abduct 3
PLAPOLY Students
– Police
JOS

BY UKANDI ODEY, JOS

KANO

Kano State Government
has approved N500 million
as counterpart fund for the
implementation of a-six-year
World Bank assisted project,
“Agro Climatic Resilience
in Semi-Arid Landscapes,
ACReSAL”.
Commissioner
for
Information,
Malam
Muhammad Garba, disclosed
this during a news briefing
on the outcome of the State
Executive Council meeting.
He said the project was
aimed at increasing the
adoption of climate resilience
landscape
management
practices and enhance
livelihood in targeted arid
and semi-arid watersheds in
Northern Nigeria.
According to him, the
project will consolidate on
the achievements recorded
under the Nigeria Erosion
and Watershed Management
Project, NEWMAP, in Kano
State.
The
commissioner
said the council also
approved a Memorandum
of Understanding, MoU,
between the state government
and Medina Academy in the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia for
the physical teacher training
of 5,000 teachers at Madina.
“The state government will
be responsible for providing
return air tickets, visas,
training allowance to the first
batch of 50 teachers that will
attend the intensive training
in Madina before Ramadan”,
he said.
Garba said the council
approved the release of
N94.9 million to facilitate
the settlement of rent stores
and garage in the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia for 2020 and
2021.
The commissioner revealed
that council approved a
contract for the completion
of the dualization of a five
kilometre road in Tofa Local
Government Area.
Other approvals were for
the release of fund for training
of healthcare personnel and
refund on stamp duty and
educational support fund.
He added that the
council approved internet
service renewal and annual
maintenance
of
ICT
equipment and deployment
of Hospital Management
Information System, HMIS,
software at Abdullahi Wase
Teaching Hospital.
The rest were engagement
of consultant for the
supervision of the proposed
Kano State Fibre Optics
Network
Project
and
procurement of firefighting
operational vehicles.

Former Commandant, National Defence College (NDC), Rear Adm. Oladele Daji (L), handing over to his successor,
Rear Adm. Murtala Bashir in Abuja on Thursday.
PHOTO: JOHNSON UDEANI/NAN

EFCC To UNILORIN Students:
Be Anti-Graft Warriors
KWARA
BY ABDUL SALAUDEEN, ILORIN

Chairman of the Economic
and Financial Crimes
Commission,
EFCC,
Abdulrasheed
Bawa,
yesterday, urged students
of the University of Ilorin
to shun cybercrime and be
foot soldiers in the fight
against corruption.
Bawa also admonished
the students to be
disciplined and strive for
academic excellence.
The admonition was
contained in a keynote
address entitled, “The
EFCC And The Role
of Youths In Curbing
Cybercrime” , delivered
on his behalf by the
Head, Public Affairs
Department, Ilorin Zonal
Command of the EFCC,
Ayodele Babatunde, at the
2020/2021 Orientation

Programme for fresh
students of the university.
According to him, the
woes bedeviling our
country today could
be tied to corruption.
“In
discussions
among scholars and
ordinary people, there
is an overwhelming
convergence of opinion
that corruption is at
the intersection of the
nation’s development.
“This is the reason
why our country is still
touted as a potentially
great nation despite its
rich natural and human
resources endowment”,
he said.
Bawa decried the
youth’s
involvement
in cybercrime, saying
“One critical group of
stakeholders are the
youths. Apart from
the fact that they are

considered
leaders
of
tomorrow,
most
economic
crimes,
especially cybercrimes
are committed by young
people”.
The EFCC boss, while
calling on youths to
avoid the temptation
of being lured into
cybercrime or any other
form of corruption said,
“they must not be mere
spectators in the antigraft campaign. Rather,
they should be the foot
soldiers leading the mass
rout of corruption and
economic crimes out of
our land”.
He said “It is no use
lamenting that things are
not right with our country.
We are inviting you to lend
a hand in helping us build
a society where there is
respect for law and order
and where impunity is a

thing of the past.
“We urge you, when
you see something, to
say something; and don’t
stop there, please do
something”, he added.
Earlier,
the
Vice
Chancellor
of
the
University of Ilorin,
Professor
Sulyman
Abdulkareem, represented
by the Dean, Student
Affairs, Professor Lanre
Ajibade, enjoined the
students to be disciplined
at all times and be
dedicated to their studies,
adding that “the university
has zero tolerance for
anything anti-social”.
While promising his
support for the EFCC
in the fight against
corruption,
Professor
Abdulkareem commended
it for its giant strides
towards having a country
that is free of corruption.

…Warns Admission-seekers Against Scammers
KWARA
BY ABDUL SALAUDEEN, ILORIN

Management of the
University of Ilorin
has warned admission
seekers against scammers
utilizing various social
media platforms.
This was contained
in a statement signed
yesterday
by
the
institution’s Director of

Corporate Affairs, Mr
Kunle Akogun.
The statement noted
that “the attention
of the management
of the University of
Ilorin has been drawn
to a social media post
by a fellow, who calls
himself ‘Onikunkewu of
Unilorin’, entitled “Quick
Info To All Aspirants of
Unilorin”.
“We want to warn

candidates
seeking
admission
to
this
university that this
fellow is not known to
the University of Ilorin
and he is, therefore, not
acting on our behalf.
“He is most likely out
to defraud unsuspecting
admission seekers and
so his post should be
disregarded”, he said.
According to him, the

University of Ilorin has
well-known
channels
of communicating with
admission applicants and
definitely this so-called
Onikunkewu is not one
of such channels.
He advised admission
seekers not to click on
the links provided by
this suspected fraudster
lest they fall cheaply for
his scam craft.

Police in Plateau State has
confirmed the abduction of
three students of Plateau
State Polytechnic, Barkin
Ladi.
The Police Public Relations
Officer, PPRO, ASP Ubah
Ogaba, who confirmed the
incident in a statement
yesterday in Jos, said the
students were kidnapped on
Wednesday night at Ban, a
community behind the main
campus of the institution at
Heipang, Barkin Ladi Local
Government Area.
“The police command is
aware of the kidnap incident
in Ban Village behind the
Plateau State Polytechnic
main campus, Heipang, where
three persons were abducted.
“Immediately the report
was received, a team of
armed policemen and troops
of Operation Safe Haven,
OPSH, moved to the scene
and arrested one suspect.

Kaduna: NHRC
Received 700
Complaints In
2021
KADUNA

National Human Rights
Commission,
NHRC,
received 700 complaints
of human rights abuse in
Kaduna in 2021.
Coordinator of the
commission in the state,
Mr Terngu Gwar, disclosed
this to the News Agency
of Nigeria yesterday in
Kaduna.
The said out of the cases
reported, 535 have been
concluded, while 165 are
still being attended to.
He said the cases ranged
from domestic violence,
rape, threat to life, forceful
marriage abandonment of
wife/family, custody/access
to children and child labour.
Others, he said, are child
abandonment,
torture,
extortion, delay in court
trial, unlawful arrest and
detention.
“There has been a spike in
the number of complaints
received in 2021 as the
COVID-19 pandemic threw
up several human rights
issues.
“Over 80 percent of the
complaints received dwelled
largely on sexual and gender
based violence which include
domestic violence, rape,
denial of inheritance and
forced marriage”, he said.
Gwar said the pandemic
did not only bring about
increase in complaints but
also affected the working
condition.
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Customs Nets
N19bn, Seizes
3,620 Live
Ammunition In
Kwara

Zulum
Concerned Over
Persistent ISWAP
Attacks
BORNO

BY HASSAN JIRGI, MAIDUGURI

Borno State Governor,
Babagana Zulum has
expressed concern over
the increasing presence of
Islamic State West Africa
Province, ISWAP, terrorists
in some parts of the state
and called for urgent
security measures to curtail
their growth.
Zulum disclosed this
when he received the
Senate Committee on Army
led by Senator Mohammed
Ndume at the Government
House Maiduguri.
While
commending
President Muhammadu
Buhari’s administration,
the armed forces and
volunteers for the major
gains recorded in Borno
State, Zulum said he was
deeply worried about
the increasing presence
of ISWAP in some parts
of the state, especially in
Southern Borno.
“Borno State has started
witnessing the gradual
return of peace. This would
not have been possible
without the support of the
federal government. The
service chiefs are giving us
the desired cooperation.

Banigo Drums
Support For Gov
Wike
PLATEAU

BY JOE EZUMA, PORT HARCOURT

Rivers State Deputy Governor,
Ipalibo Harry Banigo, has urged
residents to continue to support
Governor Nyesom Wike’s
administration as it gears up
to deliver more developmental
projects in the new year.
Banigo, who spoke yesterday,
expressed gratitude to Rivers
people for the confidence
reposed on the governor to
continue to lead the state on
the path of peace, progress and
prosperity.
The deputy governor said
although 2022 would witness
many political activities, the
commitment of the state chief
executive to actualize the
New Rivers Vision remains
sacrosanct.
She prayed the Almighty
God to continue to bless the
state and wished the first family
and the good people of Rivers
State a happy and prosperous
new year.
AljazirahNigeria reports
that the administration
commenced the new year with
the earmarking of at least
one project in each of the 23
councils in fulfillment of its
social contract with the people.
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KWARA
BY ABDUL SALAUDEEN, ILORIN

From left: President Enugu Chamber of Commerce, Industry, Mines and Agriculture (ECCIMA), Sir Emeka Nwandu;
Deputy Governor of Enugu, Mrs Cecelia Ezeilo; Chairman Board of Directors of ECCIMA, Sir Rob Nwantu; Past
President of ECCIMA, Sir Emeka Udeze and President-elect of the chamber, Chief Jasper Nduagwuike, during the
ECCIMA 48th Annual General Meeting in Enugu on Thursday.
PHOTO: MICHAEL AGADA/MO/ NAN

Gov Sule Pledges More Democracy Dividends
NASARAWA
BY DAVID CHRISTOPHER, LAFIA

Nasarawa State Governor,
Engineer Abdullahi Sule,
has reemphasized the
need for synergy between
himself and his special
advisers, CEOs of boards,
agencies and parastatals,
with a view to unfolding
the blueprint of the
administration.
Sule stated this during a
meeting with stakeholders
at the Government House,
Lafia, on Wednesday.
According to him, this
is a year to deliver all the
promises made to the
electorate during the
electioneering campaign,
adding that he will provide
the dividends of democracy
to all the nooks and
crannies of the state.
The governor said the

essence of the meeting was
for each of the appointees
to get to know each other,
as well as discover their
area of specialties in order
to work together to further
the cause of government.
Engineer Sule pointed
out that while selecting
those to be appointed
as special advisers and
indeed, other appointees,
his administration ensured
that they were assigned
based on their experience
and qualifications so that
they can add value to the
various boards, agencies
and commissions.
He emphasized the need
for the appointees to work
closely with one another
in order to draw from each
other’s experience.
The governor cautioned
them against harmful
competition with one other,

stressing that no appointee
will take the responsibility
of another person but
should see each other as
partners.
“Everyone has their own
responsibilities, what they
need to do and then we
have people who are there
to help you”, he said.
He pointed out that,
unlike before, when some
advisers and other political
appointees were appointed
purely for politics, who
were not assisting directly
or any other way, but just
draw salary, this time
around, the administration
actually appointed people
that can add value to what
is happening in the state.
The governor explained
that some special advisers
responsibilities may overlap
and stressed the need for
synergy between in order

to deliver concrete results.
“This is the only year that
we have to deliver what we
promised to the people”, he
stated.
Citing an example, the
governor commended the
special adviser on mining
for initiating a roadmap
for the sector, adding that
he should present the
blueprint to the Ministry
for Environment for further
action.
“The ministry can pick it
up from there and involve
those concerned in order
to implement the roadmap.
That is the whole essence of
this meeting”, he said.
It would be recalled that
in his maiden meeting
with
commissioners,
Engineer Sule tasked them
on delivering the dividends
of democracy to the people
this year.

Edo: Police Arrest Three Local Vigilante Impersonators
EDO

BY IKHILI EBALU, BENIN CITY

Three suspected criminals,
Michael Blessing aged 27,
Monday Onojie, 46, and
26-year-old Joseph Agho
are now in police custody for
impersonating members of
the Edo State Local Vigilante.
The suspects, according to
the police, have been stealing
from unsuspecting members
of the society.
While confessing to the
police, they revealed that
they were working under
one vigilante commander,
nicknamed DADA also known
as ‘London Man’.
The suspected commander,
‘’DADA”, a Libya returnee, who
was said to have been operating
a private commercial vehicle
within the metropolis before

becoming a project of distrust,
had been allegedly involved in
some petty criminal activities.
His criminal tendencies
made security operatives
to trail him for allegedly
defrauding his client, name
withheld, to the tune of
N40,000.
A statement made available
to newsmen by the state police
image maker, SP Kontongs
Bello, said the arrested
suspects have made useful
information that would aid
further investigation and the
arrest of other conspirators.
Bello maintained that the
three suspects will be charged
to court at the end of the
investigation.
Similarly, Bello said police
operatives on Wednesday
arrested a specialist who
attacked a 33-year-old tricycle

operator at Uwasota Road
by Texaco Petrol Station
having succeeded in robbing
the victim of an unspecified
amount of money, handset and
other valuables.
The culprit, Godstime Owen,
25, was apprehended by men
of textile mill road police
station led by its Divisional
Police Officer, SP Olayinka
Adeleye, in collaboration with
local vigilante, whilst other
notorious gang members are
being trailed.
The police, however,
recovered the stolen handset
from the culprit who, he
claimed, made some useful
confessional statements.
In another development,
the Divisional Police officer,
CSP Emmanuel Agbo, has
apprehended armed gangs
hibernating in campus II South

Ibie of the Federal Polytechnic
Auchi.
They allegedly specialized in
terrorizing people around the
environs.
Their identity was given as
Bishop Christopher aged 22
and John Abuda, 24.
The statement added that
the operatives recovered
one English pistol, two live
ammunition and a battle axe
from the suspected criminals
who confessed to having
terrorized the campus at
South Ibie, Etsako West Local
Government Area.
The Commissioner of
Police, Philip Ogbadu, while
commending the operatives
and members of the vigilante
group, assured residents of
the command’s commitment
to ensure the safety of lives
and property.

Nigeria
Customs
Service, NCS, Kwara
State Command, said it
generated N19 billion
revenue from July 2019 to
December 2021.
The command also
intercepted and seized
3,620 rounds of live
ammunition, according
to the Area Comptroller
for Kwara State, Hussaini
Bello Ahmed.
Briefing
journalists
on the activities of the
command on Wednesday,
Hussaini
noted
a
remarkable
seizure
of a large quantity of
ammunition packaged in
25 packs of 25 rounds each
contained in 14 cartons
worth N1,444,000.
He
disclosed
that
operatives of the command
seized the ammunition
around Bukuro axis.
“Based on intelligence
report, the command
intercepted a Peugeot 504
vehicle with registration
number AP 448 AKD.
“On searching the
vehicle, it was found to
contain a large quantity
of pump action cartridges
suspected to be smuggled
into the country with one
suspect arrested”.
The
comptroller
described the seizure
as commendable at the
backdrop of the heightened
insecurity in the country.
“Should 3,620 rounds
of
live
ammunition
fall into the wrong
hands, the result will be
appalling, devastating and
disastrous”, he stated.
Hussaini vowed that
the continuous attack on
officers of the command
will not deter them
from performing their
legitimate duties.
He
warned
the
perpetrators of criminal
acts to desist as any
method or technique used
would be uncovered and
the command will continue
to confront the challenges
that militate against its
successes.
The
comptroller
revealed that within the
period under review, the
command recorded 101
seizures as against the
corresponding year 2020
with 84 seizures, making a
total of 199 seizures valued
at N487.7 million.
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6yrs After,
EFCC Gets New
Governing Board

NSCDC Shortlists
5,000 For
Employment
BY ISMAILA JIMOH, ABUJA

Nigeria Security and Civil
Defence Corps, NSCDC, has
shortlisted 5,000 successful
candidates for employment.
Civil
Defence,
Correctional, Fire and
Immigration
Services
Board, CDCFIB, made
the announcement at a
press conference in Abuja,
yesterday.
It said the board had
approved the final phase
of the 2019 recruitment,
thereby
directing
all
prospective applicants to
check the application portal.
CDCFIB, noted that
screened applicants should
visit http://cdfipb.careers
from January 17 to check
for further information as it
would be accessible only for
successful candidates.
According to it, the
portal will not be open to
candidates who have not
been successfully shortlisted.
“Applicants
should
check for their names,
documentation
location, guidelines for
documentation and print
out their invitation slip
without which they will not
be allowed to participate in
the exercise”, she said.
The secretary noted that
the documentation was free
and would commence from
January 31.
NSCDC CommandantGeneral, Mr Ahmed Audi,
stated that the recruitment
was specifically for 2019
applicants, adding that
after documentation, all
successful candidates would
be invited for training.
Audi said 1,477,042
candidates applied in 2019,
but were scaled down
to 746,762 when some
applicants did not meet up
with the required height and
age as specified in the job
publication.
“A total of 217, 000
candidates
successfully
uploaded their certificates
and were shortlisted for the
Computer Based Assessment
Test, CBAT.
“Out
of
113,105
candidates
shortlisted,
53,116 sat for the CBAT in
December 2020, across the
country, and 6,500 were
shortlisted for further
screening”, he explained.
According
to
the
commandant-general, the
recruitment lingered till
2022 due to COVID-19 and
the need for proper vetting
of candidates.
“Recruitment is a process
and it is not easy to vet about
1,000,000 people as vetting
is very fundamental and
takes a longer time’’, he said.
Audi added that vetting
was
environmental,
institutional and family
based.
Bello

BY ABDULATEEF BAMGBOSE, ABUJA

Minister of Youth and Sports Development, Chief Sunday Dare paid a condolence visit to the family of the late Olubadan of
Ibadan, Oba Saliu Adetunji, Ajeoguguniso 1 on Thursday, 13th January in Ibadan.

NAF Special Forces Rescue 26 Kidnapped
Victims In Kaduna – Spokesman

BY MARIAM SANNI, ABUJA

Nigerian Air Force, NAF,
Special Forces, SF, has rescued
26 kidnapped victims while
on a fighting patrol along
Birnin Gwari-Kaduna Road.
Director
of
Public
Relations and Information,
NAF Headquarters, Air
Commodore
Edward
Gabkwet, made this known
in a statement yesterday in
Abuja.
According to him, the
rescue operation occurred
when the SF came across five

abandoned vehicles with their
doors open near Anguwar
Yako, an indication of forced
removal or evacuation and
likely kidnap scene.
“Acting on instincts, they
began exploiting the general
scene of the abduction and
extended for about three
kilometres radius well into
the bushes while clearing
the general area.
“Upon sighting the SF,
about three kidnapped
escapees suddenly came out
from the bushes. Further
search led to the discovery

of four different groups of
victims hiding in the bushes.
“After a thorough search
into the hinterland, a total
of 26 victims were rescued.
“On interrogation, the
victims who were traveling
from Birnin Gwari to various
locations including Kaduna,
Minna and Kano, revealed
that while en-route, a large
number of bandits in three
groups suddenly appeared
from the bushes from three
different directions and
surrounded their vehicles.
“However, on sighting the

SF, the kidnappers fled into
the bushes with a handful
of the victims while others
took cover and hid in the
bushes until they sighted
the SF”.
Meanwhile, the SF have
extended their operations
within the area with the hope
of rescuing the remaining
kidnapped victims.
The director, however,
added that those rescued
had since been moved to
461 NAF Hospital, Kaduna,
for
thorough
medical
examination.

Hisbah Reconciles 3,579 Couples, Others In Jigawa
Jigawa Hisbah Commission
reconciled 3,579 couples in
2021, the Commandant,
Malam Ibrahim Dahiru, has
said.
Dahiru made this known
in an interview with the
News Agency of Nigeria in
Dutse, yesterday.
He
explained
that
reconciling couples to
ensure a peaceful marriage

is one of the statutory
responsibilities of the board.
He said the agency also
helped to reconcile disputes
involving 41 traders, 221
parents and their children,
319 neighbours, as well as
71 farmers and herders.
‘’Reconciliation
helps
in conflict resolution and
peace building among
people. The commission

has experienced staff
members with good skills
and deep understanding of
the processes of mediation
during disputes.
“I want to use this
opportunity to emphasize
that reconciliation is
encouraged in Islam, so it is
better for disputing parties
to reconcile than go to court.
“Also, reconciliation is

good because it saves time
and resources.
“Again, one is not forced
to accept the outcome of
any reconciliation, it is only
done when the two parties
agree”, the commander said.
He said the major aim of
the commission is to ensure
that people, irrespective of
gender, age or occupation
live in peace and harmony.

Kwara Not kidnappers Haven, Say Police
BY ABDUL SALAUDEEN, ILORIN

Kwara
State
Police
Command has refuted a
report that the state is now
a haven for kidnappers.
Reacting
to
the
report which went viral,
spokesman of the state
police command, Okasanmi
Ajayi, in Ilorin yesterday,
said “the profiling, especially
the headline, is baseless and
against the interest of the
general public”.
He said while the security
community in full support
of the state government

continue to work together
to curtail breaches that are
sadly a copycat syndrome, it
is dangerous for anyone to
hide under the unfortunate
situation to undermine
the efforts of the police by
unnecessarily tagging the
state a haven for kidnappers.
“Everyone has a duty
to promote public order
and avoid statements that
could create unnecessary
apprehension in the minds
of the citizens”.
The statement noted
that it will do everyone,
especially
some

unsuspecting members of
the media a lot of good to
avoid unknowingly giving
cheap publicity to criminals
whose major oxygen is
undue media attention and
lionization of their antics.
Kwara, he added, remains
one of the safest states in
the country as confirmed
by the IGP during his recent
visit.
“Notwithstanding, the
command remains alert
at all times to address any
unfortunate incident with
credible intelligence and
resolute policing methods”,

he said.
The police and the security
community will continue to
work with all stakeholders
including the supportive
state government to ensure
that criminal gangs do not
have a toehold.
The Commissioner of
Police, Tuesday Assayomo,
“wishes to advise members
of the public to ignore
the news which at best is
alarming in nature and
continue to work with the
police and sister agencies to
keep Kwara State safe and
secured at all times”.

Federal
government,
yesterday, inaugurated a
23-man governing board for
the Economic and Financial
Crimes Commission, EFCC.
Secretary
to
the
Government
of
the
Federation,
SGF,
Mr
Boss Mustapha, while
inaugurating the board
in Abuja, urged them to
expedite the execution of
the commission’s statutory
functions.
He tasked the board
members to put in their
best to combat financial
and economic crimes in the
country.
“This exercise is in
demonstration of President
Muhammadu
Buhari’s
confidence in their integrity,
intellectual abilities and
competence to contribute
to the realization of the
mandate of the commission.
“You are required to put
in your best to combat
financial and economic
crimes in the country.
“The commission is
empowered to prevent,
investigate,
prosecute
and penalize economic
and financial crimes, and
as well charged with the
responsibility of enforcing
the provisions of other laws
and regulations relating to
economic and financial
crimes, and fight terrorism”,
he said.
According
to
him,
the board members are
creations of the enabling
statutes of the various
institutions, with the main
responsibility of giving
policy direction to the
commission’s management
in order to contribute
toward the developmental
goals of government.
“I, therefore, expect that
all hands will be on deck
to generate robust policy
initiatives that will help this
administration to achieve its
fight against corruption and
revamp the economy”, the
SGF said.
Responding,
the
Executive Chairman of the
EFCC, Mr AbdulRasheed
Bawa, who is also the
chairman of the board,
expressed gratitude to the
president for the initiative.
“Your Excellency, the
EFCC has been without a
board for six years sequel to
a series of events that have
happened that warranted its
non-existence”, he said.
Bawa
said
the
development had gladdened
his heart, as a staff of
the commission before
becoming the chairman.
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UK Earmarks
£16m As
Educational
Support To
North-East

No Extension
Of Academic
Activities
–UNIMAID Warns
Students

BY HASSAN JIRGI, MAIDUGURI

Director, Senate and
Academic
Matters,
University of Maiduguri,
UNIMAID, Filibus Mshelia,
has confirmed that the
school management will
not extend its already
circulated
academic
calendar.
The director, who gave
the directive in a circular
issued on Wednesday,
said management had
observed that since the
commencement of the
second semester on
December 13, there are
no signs that lectures are
going on four weeks after
resumption.
He advised students to
make the most use of the
remaining period of the
ongoing second semester.
According to him,
management takes strong
exception to the attitude of
students, many of whom
are yet to resume and
directed that all academic
activities should be taken
seriously because it will not
extend the semester.
“‘Provost, deans, heads
of departments and
members of academic
staff are urged to ensure
that lectures and other
academic activities are
concluded as scheduled.
“The
management
wishes to urge compliance,
please’’, Msheliya added.
Our
correspondent
gathered
that
some
departments
started
academic activities in
December.
According to the school’s
calendar, the session is to
end in March.
AljazirahNigeria recalled
that on November 26, the
university rounded off its
first semester academic
activities and went onr two
weeks holiday, resumed
on December 13 but many
students are yet to resume
presently.
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BY HASSAN JIRGI

Kidnapped victims rescued by the Special Force of the Nigerian Air Force (NAF) while on a fighting patrol on Birnin GwariKaduna Road on Wednesday.
PHOTO: JOHNSON UDEANI/ICE/NAN

Mother, Daughter Killed In Benue
FROM COVER PAGE

woman and her daughter
Cecelia had gone into the
bush to fetch firewood when
it was set on fire by unknown
persons and the victims were
caught in the inferno.

A source who spoke on
condition of anonymity
cautioned youths against
bush
burning
while
sympathizing with the
bereaved family, noting
that such a development
has never happened in the

community before.
In an interview with
journalists, the father of the
deceased, Chief Fabian Agidi,
described the incident as
devastating and a situation
that would be hard to bear.
According to him, the

death of his wife and
daughter was a huge loss
to the family but however,
accepted it as the will of
God who gives and takes
life any time he chooses
and prayed for the repose
of their souls.

WSO Partners NYSC On Safe Environment
BY JOEL AJAYI, ABUJA

World Safety Organization,
WSO,
has
signed
a
Memorandum
of
Understanding, MoU, with
the National Youth Service
Corps, NYSC, to create more
awareness on safe living habit
and good environment for all
Nigerians.
President
of
the
organization,
Mr
Soji
Olalokun,
during
the
signing of the MoU at the
NYSC National Directorate
Headquarters yesterday in
Abuja, said the partnership

would provide capacity
building in health, safety,
security,
environment,
emergency preparedness and
response, accident prevention
technology, among others for
corps volunteers.
He said the safety
emergency response readiness
is aimed at equipping
Nigerians to create a living
habit and environment at
workplace, schools and all
public places.
“The
World
Safety
Organization was crafted
to add success to the
scheme through every corps

volunteer.
‘‘It intends to collaborate
and facilitate a two-day ‘Train
the Trainers’ activities during
the orientation course for 100
corps volunteers who will be
posted to 50 schools in pairs,
within the benefiting pilot
states of Kogi, FCT, Rivers,
Edo, Lagos and Ekiti, with the
hope to cover the remaining
states later”, Olalokun said.
The WSO president had
earlier commended the NYSC
Director-General,
MajorGeneral Shuaibu Ibrahim for
his transformation strides in
the NYSC and described the

scheme as a potent medium
for national development.
The NYSC director-general
who spoke through the
Director, Legal Services,
Barrister Tijani Ibrahim,
assured of the scheme’s
support towards ensuring the
success of the partnership.
Major-General Ibrahim,
Ibrahim, Director, Community
Development and Special
Projects, Alhaji Abdulrasaq
Salawu, Acting Director,
Special Duties, Alhaji Musa
Abubakar and some staff
were decorated as WSO
ambassadors during the event.

NOA Urges Religious, Traditional Leaders To Sensitize
Youths Against Thuggery
National
Orientation
Agency, NOA, in Adamawa
State has urged religious
and traditional leaders to
sensitize youths against
thuggery and other vices.
State NOA Director, Mr
Salisu Yakubu, made the
call in an interview with the
News Agency of Nigeria in
Yola, yesterday.
Yakubu said the world
is in an era where youths

are being used to cause
confusion and chaos which
is not good for the country.
“Traditional leaders are
custodians of our culture
and wellbeing, they are
stakeholders in building
future leaders.
“So, there is the need for
them to caution our children,
especially now that we are
entering the campaign and
electioneering period”, he

said.
Yakubu also advised
parents not to allow their
children to be used by
selfish politicians to cause
confusion in the society.
He urged them to
understand
that
the
country is for all, hence the
need to maintain peace and
harmonious coexistence.
The director also advised
politicians to play politics

without bitterness for
the development of the
country, as it would enable
people reap the dividends of
democracy.
“The election should not
be seen as a do or die affair,
once there is an election,
definitely, there will be a
winner and loser. When you
lose today, it does not mean
you lose everything, you will
win in future.

United Kingdom, UK,
yesterday pledged to provide
educational support worth
£16 million to the NorthEast.
Director-General, Press
and Media Affairs to the
Yobe State Governor, Alhaji
Mamman
Mohammed,
disclosed this in a statement
in Damaturu.
The
British
High
Commissioner to Nigeria,
Catriona Laing, made the
disclosure when she visited
Governor Mai Mala Buni on
Wednesday.
The high commissioner
informed Buni that over
270,000 pupils and students
were targeted in the
project which include the
procurement of educational
facilities and teachers’
training.
She expressed satisfaction
with the development strides
recorded in Yobe, describing
it as an impressive feat
that motivated the UK
government to partner with
the state on education.
Laing also commended
Buni for his contributions
to
Nigeria’s
political
development and stability.
The high commissioner
told Buni that the UK was
interested in a peaceful and
successful general elections
come 2023.
Buni, who is also the
Chairman, All Progressives
Congress, APC, Caretaker
Extraordinary Convention
Planning Committee, said
the committee is working
hard to reposition the party
for a successful election.
“The APC conducted a
very successful membership
registration and revalidation
exercise, we now have over 41
million registered members
across the country with full
details of every member.
“APC remains Africa’s
largest political party and
Nigeria’s ruling party with a
population that will always
win elections.
“Sadly, the country is
facing serious security
challenges
because
security forces were left
ill equipped by successive
administrations
while
poverty and illiteracy bred
a population ready for
recruitment into criminal
activities.
“But
President
Muhammadu
Buhari’s
administration is now
equipping security agencies,
buying fighter jets and other
arms to combat the security
challenges.
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I Don’t Have Favourite
In APC – Buhari

In your New Year speech, you told
Nigerians that insecurity in parts of the
country may have threatened to undo
the incremental gains achieved; did you
envisage the enormity of the task when
you pledged to tackle insecurity?
I think you can recall when I was campaigning in
2015 that there were three fundamental issues,
security, economy and fighting corruption and
for Nigerians to be fair to this administration,
they should try and find out from the time
we won the election in 2015 till now, in
the three promises we made in improving
security, improving the economy and fighting
corruption. well, securing the country in the
North East, if you ask anybody from Borno
state or Yobe state, there were a number of local
governments about 18 in the hands of Boko
Haram, none of them is strictly in the hands of
Boko Haram or ISWAP so in that respect, we
are doing something.
In the economy, I challenge so many people
to go and check with the central bank or NNPC,
the production in 1999 to 2014 was 2.1mbpd
with an average cost of $100pb. When we came,
somehow, the militants were unleashed in the
South South and production was down to half
a million barrels per day and the price again
collapsed to about $37 dollars per barrel, but
look at what we did between the time frame
and resources available to us relative to the
government we inherited.
You talked about how the militants
were unleashed, some people will say
late president Yar’Adua also faced that
crisis when he became president that
was why he came up with the amnesty
program. But speaking on insecurity,
you spoke about the improvements in
the North East and that is true, the
camps are being emptied, the North West
continues to be of concern where we see
bandits unleashed in many parts of the
North West, sometimes getting to the
North Central of the country. Would you
say we fully understand the problems
of insecurity that we face in the North
West?
In the North West we have the same people
with the same culture stealing from each other,
killing each other and burning villages, I think
the only language they understand we discussed
it thoroughly with the law enforcement
agencies, the service chiefs; Inspector general
of police is to go after the terrorists. We
named them terrorists and we are going to
deal with them as such and I believe if you go
to those constituencies, the North West and
north central, in the last four weeks there are
improvement in the security.
Farmers-herders crises has somewhat
come down but some people are attributing
it to the seasons, now that we are entering

President Muhammadu Buhari, in this exclusive interview with
Channels TV recently, speaks on a wide range of burning issues
in Nigeria: Excerpts:

Buhari

the peak of the dry season we could see a
resurgence again, would you say that we
have dealt with that problem once and
for all or do you fear it may rear its head
again?
The ministers of agriculture from Audu Ogbe
to Mahmood now, one of the issues I discussed
with them personally is to go and get the
gazettes of the first republic especially from the
northern state, there are certain rules in grazing
grounds and the cattle rears are confined to
those areas those that go outside that area
are arrested and farmers were encouraged to
come and lay their claims, if they do not have
the money then their cattle was sold and the
farmers are settled.
So we said we have to go back to that system
to try and make sure that we prepare the grazing
areas with windmills and even veterinary
departments so that the herders do not stray
into people’s farms.
The concern here is finding a lasting
solution. What in your mind can help
bring a lasting solution to these issues;
herder’s crises and issues of banditry?
We have a problem of culture and that needs to
be studied in order to understand it. The life of
nomad herders depends entirely on their cattle,
they sell the animals, their milk to pay tax and

fend for themselves and that is their way of
life, so if those cattle are taken from them they
normally become very wild. The way we do it,
it starts from bottom upwards, the leadership
to make sure that the grazing areas and the
waterfronts are secured so they do not have to
pass through people’s farms.
Are you looking into a full military
assault on bandits because what is on the
mind of an average person in the north
west is to see that these bandits are
taken out totally?
We met at least four times with the service
chiefs and other law enforcement agencies,
each meeting taking at least four hours, we
have discussed thoroughly what to do with the
situation, we discussed on what we understand
and we try to secure and make it safe for the
leadership at communities level because
they know who is who in their community
responsibilities but we must make sure that
they are safe because the bandits can be a source
of insecurity to them and the members of their
family and we are very cautious of that.
Please answer to the concerns of those
who believe that security issues are
majorly local and we have seen state
and regional governments thinking in

that direction, with Amotekun in the
South West and Ebube Agu in the South
East, now a lot of people are thinking a
reformation of the police system, state
policing, do you think this is a possible
solution to insecurity in Nigeria?
The role of traditional rulers must not be
undermined because in their areas, they know
who is who, so we have try that system for us
to have effective security in the localities, for
example there are two governors that came to
see me about a problem and said because the
herders were in their forest, the animals were
going into farms and eating the crops, I said
as far as I know the farmers and herders have
been coexisting in Nigeria so they can ask local
leadership what went wrong and why there
was a break in communication. They come
on a seasonal basis, the route they follow, the
forest they confine themselves to, also has these
things been happening this year, last year or
ten years ago.
State policing is not an option, find out now the
relationship between state government and the
local government, are they getting what they
are supposed to get constitutionally?
Mr President, you performed a few
activities, we all understand you are
going to be winding down for a few
days and we are thinking that perhaps
the budget might not be signed again
especially because of the signing of the
electoral act which was sent back to the
national assembly, surprisingly you
signed the 2022 budget into law but
you had very strong reservations about
it, for example provision for as many
as 10,733 projects were reduced while
6576 projects were introduced into the
budget by the national assembly, do you
fear that the budget might not be able to
achieve its purpose?
Not at all, I am confident that we can
successfully implement the budget, it is because
most houses our party is leading. I consider
myself lucky because my and arty and the
competent leadership are both leading in the
senate and the house of representatives which
is why you do not hear much about me, I allow
them do everything because I can’t go against
my party neither can I go against people that
I have absolute confidence in, I know they are
doing their best.
So, you do not think that the objections
you have raised will bring any friction
between the executive arm and the
legislature?
The legislature is amusing me, if you recall about
60 percent did not come there, can’t they think
of what is happening in their constituencies and
we are so much supporting their constituencies
CONTINUE ON PAGE 15
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they are free to make a mistake and they have
even comeback, they have lost their jobs and
maybe their names so they have to be careful.
Indeed, maybe that is why they are
asking for direct primaries which you
have told them that you are not going to
support?
Personally, I don’t support direct primaries
because I want people to be given a choice,
you can’t give them one option and think that
you are being democratic, let them have other
options like direct, indirect, consensus, etc
Which is your favorite because as
president when you were coming the
first time under the APC platform, direct
primaries is what your party went with,
why are you now saying there has to be
three options when you know that is
perhaps the fairest option?
If you could recall the ACN, APGA, ANPP, CPC
and other parties, we came together. PDP was
so over confident because they thought they
would rule Nigeria till the end of time but the
opposition came together and overthrew them.
You overthrew them because you were
able to emerge as the presidential
candidate of your party and that was
because of the direct primaries?
It was not as a result of direct primaries but
opposition that came together and fought the
PDP, it is because we are going to come together.
Do you think you would have had a
fighting chance at that time if your party
had adopted indirect primaries?
The fact that we came together is what gave
us the success that we had and that was the
mistake they made that is why they lost.
Should the National Assembly come back
with the bill and edit out what you don’t
like, would you still sign?
I don’t think I told them what I don’t like, all
I said was there should be options. We must
not insist that it has to be direct, it should be
consensus and indirect and if they do that I will
sign them. All I would like is that there should
be options, you can’t dictate to people and say
you are doing democracy.
Going back to the issue of the economy, I
would like to know what kind of economy
do you think you want to bequeath to
Nigerians?
A free economy where you allow people and
ensure that their industries are patronized,
you have to stop smuggling, you have to stop
developed countries from dumping goods into
our country, because of technology we can
produce faster and more with less resources
so you have to protect your economy. That is
why the ECOWAS and other organizations
within Africa have to make sure that we have
encouraged our own industry for employment,
using our own resources, and for security.
When you announced that Dr Doyin
Salami will now be advising you on issues
of the economy, what specific role will
he play? Because he is the head of the
presidential economic advisory council,
what specific areas do you want him to
play?
He is going to double as both because he is
capable, for example the last time he briefed
the executive council we found out that only
2.5 percent of Nigerian arable land is being used
and people are shouting about unemployment.
If we had invested more in agriculture, when
we close the border, we stop importation of
rice while Nigeria produces the rice we need
and even export. We have to exploit our own
capacities. Dr Salami is so committed and
patriotic, hence we need him

there is a possibility of a political solution if he
behaves himself.
When you ran for office you had your
goals for this country, when you look at
where Nigeria is and think of the way
forward do you fear for this country?
No I don’t, because from 15th January 1966, I
have witnessed all the trouble in this country, I
think Nigerians make noise to get a better deal
but if they know we are better together than
separate, I sincerely believe in that.

Are you happy with where we currently
are with the state of electricity in
Nigeria?
I am not, because I have identified that no
country can develop without infrastructure and
this includes roads, rail, power, among others
and this government is working very hard on
the road, try to imagine what was happening
between Lagos and Ibadan six months ago and
what it is currently, and now we are doing from
Lagos to Kano, from Abuja to Kaduna, Kano so
we to have that infrastructure right, but when
the infrastructure is not available, what will
people do?
We can see some work in roads and rails
but power is a big question, we are told
we have 13,000 installed capacity and
that TCN can do about 7,500 but we know
that for some time what we have had
on the grid is about 4,000 megawatts,
what exactly is the problem in getting
increased electricity for Nigerian homes
and businesses?
TCN is 100 percent government but we
inherited what they call discos and questions
like what is the basis? Who owns them? are
unanswered. They are not electrical engineers,
they don’t have money , it is just a political
favor and to remove a system and reintroduce
one is not a joke. Luckily we have the TCN for
transmission and if we can get our technology
right all we need are panels all over the place
and we cut the cost on transmission and the
likelihood of sabotaging the lines and so on.

You announced an economic projection
plan of lifting 100 million Nigerians out
of poverty, how many people have been
lifted so far?
I can’t say that offhand now but I’m telling
you that in Nigeria’s population, 35 years
and below are the majority and they want the
government to get jobs for them they do not
care how but only 2.5 percent of arable land
remains uncultivated so for now our attention
should be on agriculture, clearing land, having
machinery, etc, unfortunately, there is political
problem, in the south there is problem of land
ownership based on families, ruling classes, etc
but the north, lands belong to the government.
On lifting people out of poverty, there were
setbacks due to resource shortage because we
needed to buy machinery like tractors, clearing
the land, dividing it and encouraging people by
giving them seeds like fertilizers and that cost
money.
Nigerians are wondering how well you
understand their sufferings especially
those who cannot feed themselves, how
much of this case will you say you are
aware of?
I am absolutely aware of but look at the
vastness of Nigeria, we have to go back to
using uncultivated land and we have started
that, before people were depending of foreign
rice before now we are exporting rice, we have
made some progress especially after the border

“

If we had invested more
in agriculture, when we
close the border, we stop
importation of rice while
Nigeria produces the rice
we need and even export.
We have to exploit our
own capacities.

Some believe that if we continue at this
rate we might not last much longer
together and that we need to restructure
to truly achieve our potential. How do
you see that argument?
Those who talk of restructuring I want them to
define what they mean in their own concept, do
they want more states, and it will be at whose
expense?

Buhari
closure.

How do you intend to encourage people
as fear of insecurity has discouraged
people from farming?
Like I said we have had so many meetings
with law enforcement agencies and we are
being very hard on those criminals and there
is improvement in the situation of security
especially in the North West.
It has to be sustained because people have to
be able to go back to their land and to do that
we need to get machinery, provide fertilizer
and seedlings.
A significant number of Chinese loans
have been taken with the possibility of
taking more to build infrastructure in
the country, there are fears that Nigeria
might be plunged into a debt trap?
We take loans when it is necessary, we got
the Chinese to help us with rail and roads and
anybody that has preferred to come and help
us build our infrastructure just like the Chinese
is welcome.
When you came to office our debt stock
was about N12 trillion now it is about
N32 trillion, inflation was about nine
percent now it is over 15 percent,
unemployment was about 8.19 percent
now it is 33 percent, exchange rate was
N197 to a dollar now it is over N400,
before you took over office some of
these indicators were fair and now the
figures are not friendly at all?
All I know is that we have to allow people access
to their farms, so far we have achieved some
successes and people ought to measure what
was achieved so far. The important thing is
that the farms produce and we have to use
infrastructure and we have identified that the
rail needs to be functional, the roads need to
be accessible. We need to appreciate what we
have done within the time we have been here.
Recently you told a delegation of South
East elders who visited you that you
would consider their request for the
release of Nnamdi Kanu the IPOB leader,
do we have any update on that?
There is one institution that I would not dare
interfere with and that is the judiciary, Kanu’s
case is with the judiciary but what I wonder
was when Kanu was safely in Europe abusing
this administration and mentioning too many
things, I never thought he won’t defend himself
on the accusations he has, so we are giving him
an opportunity to defend himself in our system
not to be abusing us from Europe as if he is not
a Nigerian, let him come here and criticize us
here.
For those who are saying that he should
be released, we cannot release him, although

Some people think the federal
government is too heavy and is handling
too many things hence the state needs
more power, they need to be able to
unleash themselves and that if we are
able to empower the state and in turn
empower the local government perhaps
state will be more autonomous to handle
a lot more things at their level do you
consider that argument?
I do but try to find out the relationship between
the local government and the state.
What comes to mind when you see
Nigerian youths?
I wish when they go to school and earn their
degree they don’t do it thinking the government
must give them jobs, you get educated and you
are certainly better than an illiterate even in
identifying personal problems. Education is not
just for you to hang on the government to give
you a job, have a house and a car with a 9-to-5
work, like the colonial masters indoctrinated
upon us.
What comes to mind when you hear PDP?
Failure.
What comes to mind when you hear
about Lagos-Ibadan expressway and the
second Niger Bridge?
Looking at it, it is on, if we didn’t get people like
the Chinese to do it for us, it wouldn’t have been
working by now. For the second Niger Bridge,
people in the South East are celebrating it
before its completion as it provides alternative
routes to get to the other parts of the country.
What comes to mind when you hear
about INEC?
I think the professor is doing his best, he has
already told us about the elections that are
coming.
What comes to mind when you think of
the 2023 elections?
It is not my problem, I am not interested in
who succeeds me, whoever it is let him come.
My concern is nobody should ask me to come
and give any evidence in any court otherwise
whoever it is will be in trouble, because all
important things are on record.
I do not have any favorite in my party because
he will be eliminated if I mention his name so I
better keep it a secret.
What comes to mind when you think
about your legacy?
I think my legacy is that I tried to make sure we
conducted ourselves with integrity. That is, we
stopped all the stealing as much as the system
can allow, we also stopped misappropriation
and for Nigerians that is very important.
With its young population, the expectation
form Nigerians is so high that we must make
sure resources are managed properly and also
ensure that they understand that, if they
don’t understand and they revolt there will be
trouble.
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Every soccer player can be on the
edge, at the limit, be the bad guy.
We have to get used to it. Sometimes
I am one of those. – Luis Suarez

Rising Stars
U13 Boys &
Girls Basketball
Championships To
Dunk Off In Lagos
BY JOEL AJAYI

Rising Stars U13 Boys and Girls Basketball
Championships will dunk off on January 22
through to January 28 at the Indoor Sports
Hall of the National Stadium Surulere
Lagos.
The organisers had announced that no
fewer than 14 teams will participate in the
seven-day grassroots championship.
Powered by Olumide Oyedeji Youth
Foundation, the organiser has concluded
plans to protect the players from being
exposed to the hands of unscrupulous
elements with policemen around their camp
for total security of the young talents who
come from six different states in Nigeria.
Speaking ahead of the championship in
Lagos, the former Captain of the Nigeria
senior basketball team, D’Tigers, Olumide
Oyedeji, OLY, said, “We aimed at keeping
the young boys and girls off the streets and
start this early in the year with grassroots
competition to give a platform to young
Nigerian basketball players to excel. There
are many talent hunt programmes in our
sleeves this year and that’s why we start
early so that the calendar will be able to
contain the activities through the year.
The competition will climax with career
talk and mentoring programs, teaching of
life skills and importance of education.
“Once youth are engaged in sporting
activities, it will inadvertently reduce the
crime rate in the country which in extension
creates peaceful coexistence among the
citizenry.
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Djokovic Playing By Own Rules – Tsitsipas

Tsitsipas

World number four Stefanos Tsitsipas yesterday
revealed that World number one Novak Djokovic has
been “playing by his own rules”,
Tsitsipas said in an interview that the Serb has
put his bid for a 21st Grand Slam title at risk by
not following Australia’s COVID-19 vaccination
requirements.
The 34-year-old Djokovic was included in the
Australian Open draw on Thursday, though uncertainty
hangs over his participation.
The Australian government is yet to decide whether
to cancel his visa for a second time over concerns about

his medical exemption from Australia’s vaccine mandate.
Djokovic, a vaccine skeptic, fuelled widespread anger in
Australia when he announced he was heading to Melbourne
with a medical exemption from requirements for visitors to
be inoculated against COVID-19.
The Australian Border Force said his exemption was
invalid and he was held at an immigration detention hotel.
But a court later allowed him to stay on grounds that
officials had been “unreasonable” at his interview in a sevenhour process in the middle of the night”.
The ATP, which governs men’s tennis, has said 97 of the
top 100 male players are vaccinated.
Okagbare

2021 AFCON: Eagles Vows To
Maintain Winning Momentum

BY JOEL AJAYI

Coaches and players of the Super Eagles have
vowed to maintain their winning momentum
in the Africa Cup of Nations tournament
when they face Sudan in their second game
on Saturday in Garoua.
Nigeria currently top Group D with three
points, Sudan and Guinea Bissau have a point
each while Egypt with no points is bottom of
the group.
Nigeria may book a place in the round of 16

Don’t G

BY CALEB ISHAYA

if she wins the next game and the result in the
other fixture favours her.
Coach Augustine Eguavoen told newsmen
after the team’s training session on Wednesday
that their approach is to take every game as
a final match.
Oramah
His assistant, Salisu Yusuf said he expects
the game against Sudan to be tough and more
physically exerting than the one against Egypt
but that the attitude, commitment, zeal and
urgency displayed by the Super Eagles in the
first match will be the same.
Captain Ahmed Musa echoed the coaches’
sentiments, promising that the players will
not rest on their oars because the journey to
the trophy is still a long way off with many
hurdles to be scaled along the way.
The team has also been inspired by the
encouraging words of President Muhammadu
Buhari, who has urged them to replicate the
soul lifting performance of last Tuesday and
make millions of Nigerians happy and proud.
The Sports Minister, Sunday Dare has also
charged the team to keep their eyes on the
ball and avoid any distractions in their quest
to become African champions for the fourth
time.
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UNICAL To Host NUGA Games, Inaugurates Committee
University of Calabar ,UNICAL has expressed
its readiness to host the 26th edition of the
Nigerian Universities Games Association
,NUGA, Games scheduled for March 2024.
Vice-Chancellor Prof. Florence Obi said this
on Thursday in Calabar while inaugurating the
Preliminaries and Bid Committee for the 2024
NUGA Games.
She charged the committee to be
committed and proactive in the discharge of
its duties to enable them achieve its mandate.
The VC said that the institution was keen
on hosting the games, hence the inauguration
of the Bid Committee to ensure that the

hosting right was given to UNICAL.
She assured that the institution would
work toward upgrading its sports facilities,
which she believed would brighten its chances
of winning the hosting rights.
Earlier, Dr Blessing Anam, the Acting
Director of Sports, UNICAL, said that
preparations for the games had started.
She expressed optimism that with the
calibre of persons on the committees, the
institution would be granted the hosting
right.
Anam also called on the committee
members to brace up for the task ahead.

2Face, Joel El, Others To Perform At
Mark D Ball Championship
BY JOEL AJAYI

Sports Quiz
Test yourself with ALJAZIRAH
easy sports quiz questions
Who score Nigeria’s Super Eagles
Goal against Pharaoh of Egypt?
Who score the 2021 African Cup of
Nations first goal?

and to spice up the championship with their live
performances.
Organiser of Mark D Ball Basketball
“Also, we are bringing some other special guest
Championship said Abuja will come alive as top celebrities. Certainly, Abuja will come alive”,
Nigerian musical artistes storm the MKO Abiola Aigbonoga stated.
stadium, Abuja for the rejuvenated basketball
championship.
Director of Media for Mark D Ball Basketball
Championship Kingsley Aigbonoga yesterday
in Abuja revealed that Innocent Idibia alias 2
Face,Joel El, Magnito, Ice Prince, Goya Menor,
Rayce and Chuddy K will all perform live at the
championship.
According to him, the Mark D Ball
Championship is a complete package as we are
mixing sports and entertainment together.
Beyond playing basketball, the Organiser are
bringing 2 Face, Joel El, Magnito, Ice Prince,
Rayce, Goya Menor, Chuddy K and many more

Edo Female Cricket Leagu
BY JOEL AJAYI

Assistant coach of the national female cricket team, Theophilu
Ibodeme, said that the upcoming Edo Female Cricket Leagu
would improve the quality of the national team.
Speaking on Thursday in Abuja, the coach said that the leagu
scheduled to begin on January 15, would be an avenue to scou
for talents.
The coach, who also doubles as the Regional Developmen
Officer , RDO, South South, for the Nigeria Cricket Federatio
,NCF, added that plans were underway to ensure a successfu
season.
“This is the first time Edo state is organizing a female leagu
and this is the best time to initiate this league.
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For me soccer provides so many emotions, a different
feeling every day. I’ve had the good fortune to take part
in major competitions like the Olympics, and winning
the World Cup was also unforgettable. We lost in the
Olympics and won in the World Cup. – Ronaldinho

Doping: US Prosecutors Charge Okagbare's Collaborator

cine mandate.
spread anger in
g to Melbourne
s for visitors to

exemption was
detention hotel.
n grounds that
view in a seven-

s said 97 of the

www.aljazirahnews.com

Friday, January 14, 2022

Okagbare

Texas therapist who supplied performance-enhancing
drugs to Olympic athletes, including suspended
Nigerian sprinter Blessing Okagbare, has become the
first person charged under a new US anti-doping law.
Eric Lira, 41, of El Paso, is the first person
reportedly charged under a new U.S. anti-doping law
governing international sports competitions.
The U.S. Attorney’s Office in Manhattan said
Lira distributed the drugs, including human growth
hormone, “for the purpose of corrupting” the 2020
Games. Lira also is accused of conspiring to violate
drug misbranding and adulteration laws. It was not

immediately clear whether he had an attorney who
could comment on the charges.
A criminal complaint unsealed in Manhattan
federal court alleges that Lira, a kinesiology and
naturopathic doctor, brought “misbranded” versions
of the drugs to the United States from Central and
South America before distributing them to athletes.
Authorities searched Okagbare’s cell phone as
she was returning to the United States and found
she had been communicating with Lira over using
an encrypted app, according to the complaint

Don’t Get Carried Away With Pharaoh’s Victory, Oramah Warns Eagles
BY CALEB ISHAYA

Chairman of Oramah Football Academy, Abuja,
Dr. Pat Ifeanyi Oramah has predicted that the Super
Eagles of Nigeria would go far in the ongoing
African Cup of Nations competition in Cameroon
with great chances of conquering Africa if they
avoid getting carried away with their victory over
the highly rated Pharaohs of Egypt.
Oramah, who expressed deep satisfaction with
the sterling performance of the Super Eagles in

their opening match, commended the team for
trouncing the star studded Pharaohs of Egypt in all
the departments of the game and capping it with a
sweet victory.
Speaking during a post match assessment with
sports writers in Abuja, Dr. Oramah attributed the
Eagles’ well deserved win over the Egyptians to the
tight defense pragmatically coordinated by William
Troost Ekong; good team spirit effectively displayed
all over the pitch; well synchronized midfield led
by Wilfred Ndidi and quality selection and needful

substitutions made by the Augustine Eguavon led
coaching crew.
In all, Dr. Oramah, a seasoned football analyst
and administrator submitted that: “the Super Eagles
played an excellent game. It is a thing of joy that
our Eagles were able to subdue Egypt, the most
successful team in the AFCON, parading highly
rated players including Mo Salah of Liverpool
but were completely outplayed by Nigeria. Coach
Eguavon’s formation was good, hence the exciting
and creative play by the players.

AFCON Group Stage Fixtures & Time
Friday, January 14
Group B:
Senegal vs Guinea - 2pm
Malawi vs Zimbabwe - 5pm
Group C:
Morocco vs Comoros - 5pm
Gabon vs Ghana - 8pm
Saturday, January 15
Group D:
Nigeria vs Sudan - 5pm
Guinea-Bissau vs Egypt - 8pm
Sunday, January 16
Group F:
Gambia vs Mali, in Limbe - 2pm
Tunisia vs Mauritania - 5pm
Group E:
Ivory Coast vs Sierra Leone - 5pm
Algeria vs Equatorial Guinea - 8pm
Monday, January 17
Group A:
Cape Verde vs Cameroon - 5pm
Burkina Faso vs Ethiopia - 5pm
Tuesday, January 18
Group B:
Zimbabwe vs Guinea - 5pm
Malawi vs Senegal - 5pm
Group C:
Gabon vs Morocco - 8pm
Ghana vs Comoros - 8pm
Wednesday, January 19
Group D:
Egypt vs Sudan - 8pm
Guinea-Bissau vs Nigeria - 8pm
Thursday, January 20
Group E:
Sierra Leone vs Equatorial Guinea - 5pm
Ivory Coast vs Algeria - 5pm
Group F:
Gambia vs Tunisia - 8pm
Mali vs Mauritania - 8pm

icket League To Improve Quality Of National Team – Coach

ale cricket team, Theophilus
Edo Female Cricket League
ational team.
he coach said that the league,
would be an avenue to scout

the Regional Development
e Nigeria Cricket Federation
rway to ensure a successful

s organizing a female league
this league.

“Cricket leagues are ongoing in Lagos, Port Harcourt and Edo
States, but they are for the men only, so having this female
league is a testament that the state is concerned about female
grassroots development.
“The aim of the league is to improve Nigeria female cricket
and we have lots of players who make up the national team and
are residing in Edo.
“This league will be an avenue for them to improve their game
as the women don’t get enough competitions like their male
counterparts.
The NCF official also lauded Uyi Akpata, chairman of the Edo
State Cricket Association and President of the NCF, for the giant
strides of improving the female game in the state.

AFCON RESULTS
GROUP STAGE MATCHDAY 2 OF 3

CAMEROON 4 - 1 ETHIOPIA
CAPE VERDE 0 - 1 BURKINA FASO
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Babban Lauyan Majalisar kuma Kwamishinan Shari’a na Jihar Adamawa, Mista Afraimo Jingi (2, L) da ke rantsar da sabbin shugabannin riko na kananan hukumomi 21 na jihar,
a Yola, jiya.
HOTO: MUHAMMAD AUWAL ADAM /BJO/NAN

Dakarun NAF
Na Musamman
Sun Ceto Mutum
26 Da Aka Yi
Garkuwa Da Su
– Kakaki
Rundunar sojojin saman Nijeriya
NAF, dakaru na musamman na
SF, sun ceto mutane 26 da aka yi
garkuwa da su a lokacin da suke
sintiri a kan hanyar Birnin Gwari
zuwa Kaduna. Daraktan hulxa
da jama’a da yada labarai na
shelkwatar NAF, Air Commodore
Edward Gabkwet ne ya bayyana
haka cikin wata sanarwa ranar
Alhamis a Abuja.
A cewarsa, aikin ceton ya faru
ne a lokacin da SF xin ta ci karo da
wasu motoci guda biyar da aka yi
watsi da su tare da buxe kofofinsu
a kusa da Anguwar Yako, lamarin
da ke nuna cewa an tilastawa kora
ko kuma a kwashe da kuma inda
aka yi garkuwa da su. “Ta hanyar
da ta dace, SF ta fara amfani da
babban wurin da aka yi garkuwa
da su kuma ta kai nisan kilomita 3
da kyau a cikin daji yayin da take
share yankin gaba xaya.
“Da ganin SF xin, mutane
kusan uku da aka yi garkuwa da
su sun fito kwatsam daga cikin
jeji. Binciken da SF xin ta yi ya
kai ga gano wasu rukuni huxu
na waxanda abin ya shafa da ke
boye a cikin dazuka. “Bayan an
yi bincike sosai a yankin, an ceto
jimillar mutane 26 da abin ya
shafa.
“Akan yi masa tambayoyi,
waxanda abin ya shafa da ke tafiya
daga Birnin Gwari zuwa wurare
daban-daban da suka haxa da
Kaduna, Minna da Kano.

Shaye-shayen Qwayoyi Na Mata Da Qananan
Yara Na Ciwa NDLEA Tuwo A Qwarya – Jami’a
Hukumar Hana Sha da
Fataucin miyagun Qwayoyi
ta Qasa NDLEA, ta bayyana
damuwarta kan yadda mata da
qananan yara ke shiga shayeshayen miyagun qwayoyi a
Nijeriya. Kwamandan NDLEA
na shiyyar Sokoto, Muhammad
Idris ne ya bayyana haka a
lokacin wani shirin wayar da
kan jama’a game da shayeshayen miyagun qwayoyi da
kwamitin majalisar dattawa ta
shirya a Sokoto.
A cewar Idris, shigar mata
da yara qanana cikin shayeshayen miyagun qwayoyi ya

Marwa

zama babbar matsala a tsakanin
al’umma. “Muna buqatar
samun ilimi da yaqin wayar da
kan jama’a don hana amfani da
su tun da farko da kuma qarfafa
juriya kan hana shaye-shayen
qwayoyi.
“Saboda haka, ina kira ga
iyaye da su duba unguwanninsu
domin kaucewa gurbatattun
mutanen da za su canja tunanin
‘ya’yansu don kaucewa sanya
su cikin shaye-shayen miyagun
qwayoyi, qungiyoyin asiri, fashi
da makami da sauran munanan
xabi’u.
“Bugu da qari, ya kamata a

yi taka-tsan-tsan da xorewar
qoqarin wayar da kan matasa
kan rigakafin amfani da
miyagun qwayoyi, wanda na
yi imanin na xaya daga cikin
muhimman abubuwan da shirin
na yanzu ke magancewa,” inji
shi. Kwamandan shiyyar ya ce
hukumar ta NDLEA a shirye
take ta haxa kai da hukumomin
da abin ya shafa da sauran
masu ruwa da tsaki.
Ya qara da cewa, “Wannan
an yi shi ne domin mu goyi
bayan qudurinmu na yaqi da
matsalar shaye-shayen miyagun
qwayoyi, musamman yadda ya
shafi matasanmu, waxanda su
ne shugabannin gobe.”
A cikin jawabinsa, Mista
Kenneth Anetor, shugaban
kuma wanda ya kafa gidauniyar
“New Thing International
Foundation,” ya ce shayeshayen miyagun qwayoyi ya
zama ruwan dare gama duniya
tare da mugun nufi.
A cewarsa, mitsalar shayeshayen miyagun qwayoyi suna
da yawa kamar yadda a bayyane
yake sakamakon da ake gani a
cikin al’umma. “Masu shayeshayen miyagun qwayoyi,
waxanda a qarshe suka zama
masu shaye-shayen miyagun
qwayoyi, za su riqa ciyar da
buqatunsu na haramtattun
qwayoyi kuma idan ba su samu
kuxi ba sai su zama haxari ga
kansu da kuma al’umma gaba
xaya,” inji shi.
Shi ma da yake jawabi, Umar
Attahiru, yayin da yake gabatar

da takardarsa, mai take; “Cutar
Muggan Qwayoyi da Ilimi ba
za su tava haxuwa ba,” in ji
NDLEA ana buqatar qarfafa
lura a makarantun sakandare.
“Akwai buqatar iyaye da
malamai su guji shaye-shayen
miyagun qwayoyi, don su
zama abin koyi da jagoranci
ga matasa da xaliban da ke
qarqashinsu. “Bugu da qari,
gwamnati na buqatar farfaxo
da qarfafa kwamitocin sha da
fataucin miyagun qwayoyi’ don
faxakar da jama’a kan illolin
shan muggan qwayoyi, jaraba
da fataucin,” in ji shi.
Kwamishinan Ilimin bai
xaya na Jihar Sokoto, Alhaji
Bello Gwaiwa ya yabawa
waxanda suka shirya shirin.
Gwaiwa ya ba da tabbacin
cewa gwamnatin jihar za ta
qara inganta haxin gwiwa tare
da tallafin NDLEA don yaqi da
duk wani nau’in shan miyagun
qwayoyi a tsakanin al’umma.
Muhimmiyar biki shi ne miqa
lambar yabo da hukumar
NDLEA ta bayar ga Malam
Isah Garba magatakarda
kwamitin majalisar dattawa
mai kula da harkokin sha da
fataucin miyagun qwayoyi,
da Malam Abdurrazak Shehu
magatakarda na majalisar
dokokin Jihar Sokoto. Sauran
sun haxa da Umar Attahiru da
Malam Bashir Ahmad, wani
Malamin addinin Islama,
yayin da aka bai wa xaliban
Sakandare takardar shaidar
halarta.
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2023:
Qungiyoyin
Siyasa Sun Sha
Alwashi Goyawa
Osinbajo Baya
Kan Takara

Gamayyar Qungiyoyin Siyasa,
“The Progressive Project,” TPP,
sun sha alwashin ba da dukkan
goyon bayan da suka dace domin
Mataimakin Shugaban Qasa
Yemi Osinbajo, ya fito a matsayin
xan takarar shugaban qasa na
jam’iyyar, APC a 2023. Shugaban
taro na TPP, Mista Jeffry Omoh, ne
ya bayyana haka a taron tattaunawa
na farko na qungiyoyin goyon
bayan Osinbajo a Abuja.
Duk da cewa Osinbajo bai
bayyana aniyar sa ba game da
zaven shugaban qasa na 2023,
amma qungiyoyi da dama sun
fara yi masa qawanya. Omoh ya
ce TPP za ta jaddada “kyautata
kishin qasa na wakilai, ba “qarfafa
Naira ba don tabbatar da cewa
Osinbajo ya lashe tikitin APC na
zaven Shugaban Qasa a 2023.
Ya buqaci wakilan qungiyoyin
tallafi na magoya bayan Osinbajo
kimanin 500 da su ‘koma gida,
su qara nazarin muhallinsu, su
kyautata mu’amalarsu da jama’a,
su dawo da shawarwari da
ra’ayoyin da TPP da qungiyoyin
sa za su iya aiki da su don tabbatar
da “Shugabancin Osinbajo a 2023.”
Ya ce TPP ta kasance don
tabbatar da cewa duk xaixaikun
mutane da qungiyoyi masu ra’ayi
na “Shugabancin Osobanjo” sun
shiga qarqashin wata inuwa don
gudanar da ingantaccen aiki.
“Abin da aikin ci gaba ke
nunawa shi ne halayen mataimakin
shugaban qasa, muna buqatar mu
fara gano hakan. “Mataimakin
shugaban qasa yana da irin halinsa
na musamman wanda kowa ya
fahimce shi a fili. “Don haka, me
zai hana mu zo mu ce mutumin
nan zai iya mulkarmu ba. Ba ni
da tantama, batun shawarar ’yan
Nijeriya zai iya zama daidai dfa
tunanina.
“2023 za ta zama sabuwar
shekarar tsere. Akwai tarin ’yan
Nijeriya da suka farka daga bacci
kuma wannan ana neman mai jini
a jiki. “Farfesa, wanda ya samu
nasarori masu yawa, wanda ke
yin abubuwa da yawa kuma mun
yi imanin zai iya yin qari,” in ji
Omoh.
Mista Abioye Akerele, Kodineta
na qungiyar Kudu-maso-Yamma
ga Osinbajo, ya ce ya ji daxin
yadda ake gudanar da aikin a
faxin qasar nan. “Mahimman
abubuwan da za su sanya a tsayar
da mataimakin shugaban qasa
shi ne hazakarsa, kasancewarsa
mutum mai kirki kuma bawan
Allah; kuma waxannan su ne abin
da muka rasa a qasar a yau,” inji
shi. Akerele, wanda ya ce bai gana
da Osinbajo da kan sa ba, ya ce
yana da qwarin gwiwar cewa za a
samu nasarar aikin.
Haka zalika a wajen taron,
Kodinetan qungiyar haxin gwiwar
Osinbajo ta Jihar Rivers a shekarar
2003, Cif Precious Elekima, ya ce
lokaci ya yi da ‘yan Nijeriya za su
kaxa kuri’a ga masu gaskiya ba
addini ko qabilanci ba.

Hukumar Kwastam A Sokoto, Ta Samar Da
Kuxaxen Shiga Naira Biliyan 2.3 A 2021
Hukumar Kwastam ta Nijeriya,
NIS, Sokoto, Rundunar Zamfara
ta samar da kuxaxen shiga na
Naira biliyan 2.3 a shekarar 2021.
Kwanturola Abdulhameed Ma’aji,
ya bayyana haka ranar Alhamis a
Sokoto. A cewarsa, kuxaxen shigar
da aka samu ya zarce kuxaxen
shigar da aka samu a shekarun
baya. Ma’aji ya danganta nasarorin
da aka samu a lokacin da ake
bitarsu ga shugabancin da babban
Kwanturolan Hukumar Kwastam,
CGC, Kanal Hameed Ali mai ritaya,
da kuma hukumar suka bayar.
A cewarsa, nasarorin da aka samu
sun kuma samu ne sakamakon
jajircewar da jami’an rundunar
da ke gudanar da ayyukansu
bisa manyan dokoki da qa’idojin
hukumar. “Rundunar ta ce ta fara

rubuta sarqar darajar Albasa ta
hanyar kan iyakar Illela a ranar 25
ga Fabrairu, 2021 wanda ya inganta
noman Albasa a Sakkwato kuma ya
ba da gudummawa ga ajiyar qasar
waje.
“A fannin yaqi da fasa qwauri,
rundunar ta samu nasarar kama
wasu haramtattun kayayyaki guda
22 da kuxinsu ya kai Naira 188. An
kama mutum miliyan 6 da mutane
uku a cikin wannan lokaci,” in ji
Ma’aji. Ya yabawa hukumar ta
CGC bisa samar da kayan aiki da
suka haxa da motocin aiki wanda ya
qarawa jami’an mu qwarin gwiwa
wajen havaka yaqi da ayyukan fasa
qwauri a yankin mu.
Ya kuma yaba da qoqarin da
haxin gwiwar sauran sassan
Hukumar kamar su Kwastam

Intelligence Unit, CIU, Customs
Police Unit, CPU, Border Drill,
Strike Force da Federal Operations
Unit Zone ‘B’ (FOU ‘B’) da sauran
jami’an tsaro, hukumomi da masu
ruwa da tsaki wajen aiwatar da
waxannan bayanan.
Manajan ya nemi qarin tallafi
da haxin kai daga shugabannin
gargajiya da al’ummomin kan
iyaka don havaka ayyukansu. Ya
kuma buqaci jama’a da su haxa kai
da hukumar wajen fafutukar yaqi
da matsalar fasa qwauri ga tattalin
arzikin qasa. Ma’aji ya gargaxi
masu yi wa tattalin arzikin qasa
zagon qasa da su daina sana’arsu ta
haramtacciyar hanya domin jami’an
mu a kodayaushe suna taka-tsantsan
wajen bankaxo duk wata sana’a ta
haramtacciyar hanya.

Shugaban Sashen (Turanci) na Jami’ar Jos, Farfesa Jeff Doki (L) yana gabatar da littattafai ga wakilin Sarakunan
Gargajiya, Ujah Anaguta Community, Mista Sunday Bunu tare da sauran baki yayin gabatar da jawabi ga jama’ar
jami’ar da ke Jos a hukumance. jiya.
HOTO: SUNDAY ADAH/TA/NAN

Kwamitin Majalisar Dattawa Ya Buqaci
Sojoji Su Murqushe ISWAP
Shugaban Kwamitin Majalisar
Dattawa kan Sojoji, Sanata
Ali Ndume, ya buqaci sojoji su
daqile ayyukan qungiyar IS da
ke Yammacin Afirka, ISWAP, a
Kudancin Borno. Ndume ya yi
kiran ne a ranar Larabar da ta
gabata a lokacin da ya jagoranci
mambobin kwamitin da suka
kai ziyarar sa ido a shelkwatar
rundunar haxin gwiwa ta
Operation Haxin Kai da ke
Maiduguri. “Yayin da ‘yan Boko
Haram ke miqa wuya, ISWAP na
kai wa mutane hari, musamman
a Kudancin jihar.
“Har ila yau, yana da
muhimmanci cewa kamar
yadda muke yaba qoqarinku na
sanya ku cikin sanarwa. “Don
Allah a qara himma domin a
qarqashin jagorancinku (Theater
Commander) a bana, za a rubuta
da zinare da kuka kawo tare da
kawo karshen tada kayar baya.
“Muna Borno ne domin mu

tantance yanayin tsaro a qasa
tare da nemo hanyoyin tunkarar
qalubalen,” in ji Ndume. Tun
da farko, Kwamandan gidan
wasan kwaikwayo, Manjo Janar
Christopher Musa ya yabawa
kwamitin bisa jajircewarsa na
magance qalubalen da sojojin ke
fuskanta tare da ba shi tabbacin
qungiyar ta himmatu wajen
sauke aikin da aka xora mata.
“Muna cewa na gode muku
saboda sadaukarku.
“Za mu ci gaba da yin iya
qoqarinmu don ganin an dawo
da zaman lafiya a Arewa maso
Gabas musamman Borno,” in ji
Musa. A yayin da kwamitin ya
kai ziyara Maiduguri, ya kuma
ziyarci Gwamna Babagana
Zulum, Gwamna Babagana
Zulum ya bayyana cewa
qananan hukumomin Abadam
da Guzamala na hannun ‘yan
ta’addar ISWAP har yanzu ‘yan
Boko Haram sama da 20,000 ne

suka miqa wuya.
“Ina mai farin cikin sanar da
ku cewa mun fara shaida sannu
a hankali an dawo da zaman
lafiya, amma akwai buqatar
a qara qaimi, domin a halin
yanzu qananan hukumomin
Guzamala da Abadam na
hannun ‘yan Boko Haram. “Ko
da yake shugabannin ma’aikata
na yanzu, da Kwamandan wasan
kwaikwayo da kuma babban
jami’inmu na runduna ta 7 suna
kan aiki. Muna so mu yaba wa
sojoji da sauran jami’an soji
bisa namijin qoqarin da suke
yi na ganin an kawo qarshen
ta’addanci a wannan yanki na
qasar nan.
“Abin takaici, gwamnati da
al’ummar Borno, musamman
waxanda suka fito daga yankunan
Kudanci da Arewacin jihar sun
damu da qaruwar qungiyoyin
ISWAP
da
ke
addabar
al’ummarsu,” in ji Zulum.
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Kano Ta Amince
Da Asusun
Tallafawa Naira
Miliyan 500
Domin Aikin
Yakin Yanayi
Gwamnatin Jihar Kano ta amince
da Naira miliyan 500 a matsayin
asusun takwararta don aiwatar
da aikin na shekara shida da
bankin duniya ya taimaka, mai
suna “Agro Climatic Resilience
in
Semi-Arid
Landscapes
(ACReSAL)”.
Kwamishinan
yaxa labarai na jihar, Malam
Muhammad Garba ne ya bayyana
hakan ga manema labarai yayin
ganawa da manema labarai
kan sakamakon taron majalisar
zartarwar jihar. Ya ce an yi
aikin ne da nufin qara amfani
da tsarin kula da yanayin jure
yanayin yanayi da kuma inganta
rayuwa a cikin busassun ruwa
da dazuzzukan da aka yi niyya a
Arewacin Nijeriya.
A cewarsa, aikin zai qarfafa
nasarorin da aka samu a qarqashin
shirin samar da zaizayar qasa da
samar da ruwan sha ta Nijeriya,
NEWMAP, a Jihar Kano.
Kwamishinan ya ce majalisar
ta kuma amince da yarjejeniyar
fahimtar juna tsakanin gwamnatin
Kano da makarantar Madina da
ke qasar Saudiyya domin horar da
malamai 5,000 na koyar da ilimin
motsa jiki a Madina.
“Gwamnatin jihar ce za ta
xauki nauyin bayar da tikitin
dawowar jirgi, biza, alawus na
horo ga rukunin farko na malamai
50 da za su halarci babban horo a
Madina kafin Ramadan,” inji shi.
Garba ya ce majalisar ta amince
da fitar da Naira miliyan 94.9 don
sauqaqa matsugunin shagunan
haya da garejin a masarautar
Saudiyya a shekarar 2020 da
2021.
Kwamishinan ya bayyana cewa
majalisar ta amince da kwangilar
kammala aikin biyu na titin
kilomita 5 a Qaramar Hukumar
Tofa. Sauran amincewar ita ce
don za a saki asusu don horar
da ma’aikatan kiwon lafiya da
maidowa kan harajin tambari da
asusun tallafin ilimi.
Ya qara da cewa majalisar ta
amince da sabunta aiki na intanet
da kuma kula da kayan aikin ICT
na shekara tare da tura software na
Asibiti (HMIS) a asibitin koyarwa
na Abdullahi Wase. Sauran sun
haxa da mai ba da shawara don sa
ido kan shirin samar da hanyoyin
sadarwa na Fiber Optics na jihar
Kano da kuma sayan motocin
kashe gobara.
“Kyauta da zacavvun
titunan manyan birane guda 12,
kwangilar gudanarwa da kula da
fitulun titi, magudanar ruwa da
filin musaya na Dangi da siyan
janareta mai lamba 350 KVA
MIKANO. Bankin Duniya ya
amince da bashi dala miliyan
700 daga qungiyar ci gaban qasa
da qasa. Aikin ACRESAL zai
qara aiwatar da ayyukan kula da
shimfixar wurare masu xorewa
a Arewacin Nijeriya da kuma
qarfafa yanayin da qasar ke da
shi na dogon lokaci don haxaxxun
kula da yanayi.
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ﺣدﯾﺛﺎ ﻟﻣﺟﻠس اﻟﺣﻛم اﻟﻣﺣﻠﻲ اﻟواﺣد واﻟﻌﺷرﯾن ﻓﻲ اﻟوﻻﯾﺔ  ،ﻓﻲ ﯾوﻻ  ،أﻣس.
اﻟﻧﺎﺋب اﻟﻌﺎم وﻣﻔوض اﻟﻌدل ﻓﻲ أداﻣﺎوا  ،اﻟﺳﯾد أﻓراﯾﻣو ﺟﯾﻧﺟﻲ )اﻟﺛﺎﻧﻲ  ،ﻣن اﻟﯾﺳﺎر( ﯾؤدي اﻟﯾﻣﯾن اﻟدﺳﺗورﯾﺔ ﻟرؤﺳﺎء ﺗﺻرﯾف اﻷﻋﻣﺎل اﻟﻣﻌﯾﻧﯾن

ﺣﺎﻛﻢ ﻣﺎﺗﻮال ﯾﺤﺚ اﻟﺤﻜﻮﻣﺔ اﻟﻔﯿﺪراﻟﯿﺔ ﻋﻠﻰ ﻣﺮاﺟﻌﺔ اﺳﺘﺮاﺗﯿﺠﯿﺔ ﻣﻜﺎﻓﺤﺔ اﻟﺘﻤﺮد
دﻋﺎ ﺣﺎﻛﻢ زاﻣﻔﺎرا ﺑﯿﻠﻮ ﻣﺎﺗﻮاﻟﻲ ﯾﻮم أﺷﻜﺎل اﻟﺘﻤﺮد ﯾﺠﺐ أن ﺗﺮﻛﺰ ﻣﺰﯾﺪًا
زاﻣﻔﺎرا ﻛﺎﺗﺴﯿﻨﺎ  ،ﻣﻊ زاﻣﻔﺎرا ﻛﻤﺮﻛﺰ وﻣﺠﻤﻮﻋﺔ ﻣﻦ أﺷﻜﺎل اﻟﺪﻋﻢ اﻷﺧﺮى ﻓﻲ ﻣﺨﺘﻠﻒ اﻟﺒﻘﻊ اﻟﺴﻮداء ﻻﺟﺘﺜﺎث
ﻗﯿﺎدة ".
ﻣﻦ اﻻھﺘﻤﺎم ﻋﻠﻰ وﻻﯾﺔ زاﻣﻔﺎرا.
اﻷرﺑﻌﺎء إﻟﻰ ﻣﺮاﺟﻌﺔ ﺷﺎﻣﻠﺔ
ﻟﻘﻮات اﻷﻣﻦ ﻟﺪﯾﻨﺎ.
ﻗﻄﺎع اﻟﻄﺮق.
ً
ﺣﺼﻮﻧﺎ ﻟﻘﻄﺎع
ﻻﺳﺘﺮاﺗﯿﺠﯿﺔ ﻣﺤﺎرﺑﺔ اﻟﺘﻤﺮد ﻻﺳﺘﻌﺎدة أﺻﺒﺤﺖ ﻏﺎﺑﺎﺗﻨﺎ
وﻗﺎل اﻟﺤﺎﻛﻢ إن إدارﺗﮫ ﻗﺎﻣﺖ ﺑﻤﻌﺎﻟﺠﺔ ﻛﻤﺎ ﻧﻌﻠﻢ
ً
ﺟﻤﯿﻌﺎ  ،ﻓﺈن اﻟﺘﺤﺪي اﻷﻣﻨﻲ ﻟﻜﻦ ھﺬا ﻟﻢ ﯾﺤﺪث  ،ﻷن ﻣﻌﻈﻢ ﻗﻄﺎع
اﻟﻄﺮق  ،ﺣﯿﺚ ﯾﺨﻄﻄﻮن ﻟﺸﻦ ھﺠﻤﺎت اﻧﻌﺪام اﻷﻣﻦ أوﻟﻮﯾﺘﮭﺎ اﻟﻘﺼﻮى ﻣﻊ
اﻟﻘﺎﻧﻮن واﻟﻨﻈﺎم ﻓﻲ اﻟﻤﻨﺎطﻖ
اﻟﺬي ﺗﻮاﺟﮭﮫ زاﻣﻔﺎرا واﻟﻮﻻﯾﺎت
اﻟﻄﺮق ﺳﯿﺌﻲ اﻟﺴﻤﻌﺔ ﻣﺎ زاﻟﻮا طﻠﻘﺎء
اﻟﻤﺘﻀﺮرة ﻣﻦ اﻟﺒﻼد .
ﻋﻠﻰ أﺟﺰاء أﺧﺮى ﻣﻦ اﻟﺸﻤﺎل اﻟﻐﺮﺑﻲ .ﻣﻨﺎھﺞ ﻣﺘﻌﺪدة" .ﻟﻘﺪ ﺗﺰاوﺟﻨﺎ ﺑﯿﻦ ﺗﻮﻓﯿﺮ اﻷﺧﺮى ﻓﻲ اﻟﺸﻤﺎل اﻟﻐﺮﺑﻲ ﻟﻢ ﯾﺴﺒﻖ إﻗﺎﻣﺔ ﯾﻮم ﻣﯿﺪاﻧﻲ ﻓﻲ ﻣﺮاﻛﺰ أﻧﺸﻄﺘﮭﻢ.
ﻛﺠﺰء ﻣﻦ ھﺬه اﻹﺳﺘﺮاﺗﯿﺠﯿﺔ  ،ﯾﺠﺐ اﻟﺨﺪﻣﺎت اﻟﻠﻮﺟﺴﺘﯿﺔ وأﺷﻜﺎل أﺧﺮى
وﻗﺪم ﻣﺘﻮال اﻻﺳﺘﺌﻨﺎف ﻓﻲ ﺟﻮﺳﺎو
وﺟﻮدﯾﺎ
ﻟﮫ ﻣﺜﯿﻞ  ،ﻓﻘﺪ أﺻﺒﺢ ﺗﮭﺪﯾﺪًا
ً
ﻻ ﺗﺰال ھﻨﺎك ﺗﺪاﺑﯿﺮ أﺧﺮى ﺗﮭﺪف إﻟﻰ
ﻓﻌﻠﯿﺎ
أﺛﻨﺎء اﺳﺘﻘﺒﺎﻟﮫ وﻓﺪ اﻟﺤﻜﻮﻣﺔ اﻟﻔﯿﺪراﻟﯿﺔ ﻧﺸﺮ اﻟﻘﻮات اﻟﺨﺎﺻﺔ ﻓﻲ ﺑﻌﺾ اﻟﺒﻘﻊ ﻣﻦ اﻟﺪﻋﻢ ﻟﻘﻮاﺗﻨﺎ اﻷﻣﻨﯿﺔ ﻣﻊ ﻣﺠﻤﻮﻋﺔ ﻟﻠﻤﻨﻄﻘﺔ اﻟﻔﺮﻋﯿﺔ.ﻟﻘﺪ اﻛﺘﺸﻔﻨﺎ ً
ﻣﻨﻊ وﺻﻮل اﻹﻣﺪادات إﻟﻰ ﻗﻄﺎع
اﻟﺴﻮداء  ،وﻻ ﺳﯿﻤﺎ اﻟﺘﻲ ﺗﻢ ﺗﺤﺪﯾﺪھﺎ ﻣﻦ ﺑﺮاﻣﺞ اﻟﺘﺪﺧﻞ اﻻﺟﺘﻤﺎﻋﻲ اﻟﺘﻲ
اﻟﺬي ﺟﺎء ﻟﻠﺘﻮاﺻﻞ ﻣﻊ اﻟﻮﻻﯾﺔ.
وﺟﺮﺑﻨﺎ ﺟﻤﯿﻊ اﻟﺨﯿﺎرات اﻟﻌﻤﻠﯿﺔ ﻓﻲ
اﻟﻄﺮق.
اﻟﺤﻜﻮﻣﺔ ﺑﺸﺄن ھﺠﻤﺎت ﻗﻄﺎع اﻟﻄﺮق ﻋﻠﻰ أﻧﮭﺎ ﻣﺮاﻛﺰ أﻛﺜﺮ ﺧﻄﻮرة ﻷﻧﺸﻄﺔ ﺗﮭﺪف إﻟﻰ اﻟﺘﻤﻜﯿﻦ اﻻﻗﺘﺼﺎدي ﻟﺸﺒﺎﺑﻨﺎ .ﺟﮭﺪﻧﺎ اﻟﺪؤوب ﻟﻤﻮاﺟﮭﺔ ھﺬا اﻟﺘﺤﺪي .ﻓﻲ ﺑﺤﺜﻨﺎ ﻋﻦ اﻟﺴﻼم  ،ﻗﻤﻨﺎ ﺑﺒﻨﺎء
ﻓﻲ  ٥ﻛﺎﻧﻮن اﻟﺜﺎﻧﻲ )ﯾﻨﺎﯾﺮ( ﻋﻠﻰ ﺛﻤﺎﻧﯿﺔ اﻟﻌﺼﺎﺑﺎت .رووا  ،ﻓﻲ ﻣﻨﻄﻘﺔ ﻣﺮادون ﻋﻠﻰ ﺳﺒﯿﻞ اﻟﻤﺜﺎل  ،ﻓﻲ ﻏﻀﻮن
إدارﺗﻲ  ،ﻟﻢ ﯾﻜﻦ ھﻨﺎك ھﺠﻮم ﻗﻄﻊ
اﻟﺘﻌﺎون ﻟﯿﺲ ﻓﻘﻂ ﻣﻊ اﻟﺪول اﻟﻤﺘﻀﺮرة
اﻟﻤﺤﻠﯿﺔ اﻟﺤﻜﻮﻣﯿﺔ  ،ﻛﺎﺑﺎرو -ﺳﺎﻧﻐﯿﻜﻮ  ،اﻷﺷﮭﺮ اﻟﻘﻠﯿﻠﺔ اﻷوﻟﻰ ﻣﻦ إدارﺗﻨﺎ ،
ﻣﺠﺘﻤﻌﺎت ﻣﺤﻠﯿﺔ ﻓﻲ اﻟﻮﻻﯾﺔ.
طﺮق واﺣﺪ ﻧﺘﯿﺠﺔ ﻟﺒﺮﻧﺎﻣﺞ اﻟﺤﻮار
وﻟﻜﻦ ﻣﻊ ﺳﻠﻄﺎت ﺟﻤﮭﻮرﯾﺔ اﻟﻨﯿﺠﺮ.
ﻗﻤﻨﺎ ﺑﺸﺮاء  ٢٠٠ﺑﯿﻚ أب ھﺎﯾﻠﻜﺲ
ﻧﺤﻦ ﺑﺤﺎﺟﺔ إﻟﻰ ﺧﻄﺔ ﻋﻤﻞ أﻛﺜﺮ ﻗﺎﺑﻠﯿﺔ ﻣﻦ ﻣﺤﻮر داﻧﺴﺪوﺋﺎ و ﻣﺎﻏﺎﻣﻲ.
واﻟﻤﺼﺎﻟﺤﺔ" .ﻟﻘﺪ اﺗﺨﺬﻧﺎ ﺗﺪاﺑﯿﺮ أﻛﺜﺮ
وظﻔﺖ ﺻﯿﺎدي اﻟﺨﺪﻣﺔ وزودﻧﺎھﻢ
ﺗﻤﺎﻣﺎ ووزﻋﻨﺎھﺎ ﻋﻠﻰ ﺟﻤﯿﻊ
ﻟﻠﺘﻄﺒﯿﻖ وﻣﺼﻤﻤﺔ ﺑﺸﻜﻞ ﺻﺮﯾﺢ ﻣﻊ ﯾﻤﻜﻦ أن ﺗﺴﺎﻋﺪ اﻟﻘﻮات اﻟﺨﺎﺻﺔ ﻓﻲ
ﺻﺮاﻣﺔ ﻣﺜﻞ إﻏﻼق ﺷﺒﻜﺎت
ﺟﺪﯾﺪة ً
"ﻣﺆﺧﺮا
ﺑﺎﻟﺪراﺟﺎت اﻟﻨﺎرﯾﺔ واﻟﺒﺪﻻت.
ً
طﺮد اﻟﻠﺼﻮص وإﻏﻼق ﻣﺨﺎرج
اﻟﺤﻘﺎﺋﻖ ﻋﻠﻰ اﻷرض  ،وھﺬه دﻋﻮة
اﻷﺟﮭﺰة اﻷﻣﻨﯿﺔ ﻓﻲ اﻟﺪوﻟﺔ ﻟﻸﻏﺮاض اﻻﺗﺼﺎﻻت اﻟﻤﺘﻨﻘﻠﺔ ﺑﯿﻦ ﺷﮭﺮي
ﻓﻘﻂ دﻓﻌﻨﺎ ﻟﺼﯿﺎدي اﻟﺨﺪﻣﺔ ﻣﺒﻠﻎ ٥٣
اﻟﺘﺸﻐﯿﻠﯿﺔ.
اﻟﻔﺎرﯾﻦ ".ﺳﺘﻜﻮن طﺎﺋﺮات ﺳﻮﺑﺮ
واﺿﺤﺔ ﻟﻨﺎ ﻟﺘﻜﺜﯿﻒ اﻟﺠﮭﻮد ﻓﻲ ھﺬه
ﺳﺒﺘﻤﺒﺮ ودﯾﺴﻤﺒﺮ .٢٠٢١
ﻣﻠﯿﻮن N ،ﺑﺎﻹﺿﺎﻓﺔ إﻟﻰ ﺻﯿﺎﻧﺘﮭﻢ
اﻟﻤﻌﺮﻛﺔ ﻣﻦ ﻗﺒﻞ اﻟﻮﺣﺶ اﻟﻤﺮوع ﯾﻠﺘﮭﻢ ﺗﻮﻛﺎﻧﻮ اﻟﺤﺮﺑﯿﺔ اﻟﺘﻲ ﺣﺼﻠﺖ ﻋﻠﯿﮭﺎ
ھﺬا ﺑﺎﻹﺿﺎﻓﺔ إﻟﻰ دﻓﻊ اﻟﺒﺪﻻت ﻷﻓﺮاد ﻛﺎن اﻹﺟﺮاء ﯾﮭﺪف إﻟﻰ ﺣﺮﻣﺎن
اﻟﻜﺎﻣﻠﺔ" .ﻓﻲ أﻋﻘﺎب اﻟﮭﺠﻤﺎت اﻷﺧﯿﺮة
اﻟﺤﻜﻮﻣﺔ اﻟﻔﯿﺪراﻟﯿﺔ ﻣﻔﯿﺪة ﻟﻠﻐﺎﯾﺔ ﻓﻲ
ﻣﻨﻄﻘﺘﻨﺎ واﻟﺒﻠﺪ ﻛﻜﻞ.
اﻷﻣﻦ  ،وﺗﻮﻓﯿﺮ طﺎﺋﺮات ﺑﺪون طﯿﺎر اﻟﻠﺼﻮص و ﺷﺮﻛﺎؤھﻢ ﻓﻲ اﻟﻮﺳﺎﺋﻞ
ﺻﺎﻣﺘﺔ  ،وإﺻﻼح اﻟﻤﺮﻛﺒﺎت واﻟﻘﺘﺎل اﻷﺳﺎﺳﯿﺔ ﻟﻼﺗﺼﺎل وﺗﻨﺴﯿﻖ اﻟﮭﺠﻤﺎت ﻓﻲ ﻣﻨﺎطﻖ اﻟﺤﻜﻢ اﻟﻤﺤﻠﻲ ﻓﻲ أﻧﻜﺎ
أود أن أﺿﯿﻒ أن أي اﺳﺘﺮاﺗﯿﺠﯿﺔ ﯾﺘﻢ وﻧﺎﺷﺪ ﻣﺎﺗﺎوﻟﻲ ﺗﻨﻔﯿﺬ اﻻﺳﺘﺮاﺗﯿﺠﯿﺔ
وﻟﻠﺴﻤﺎح ﻟﻘﻮات اﻷﻣﻦ ﺑﺎﻟﺘﻮﻏﻞ ﺑﺴﺮﻋﺔ وﺑﻮﻛﻮﯾﻮم  ،أﻧﻔﻘﻨﺎ ﻣﺒﻠﻎ  ٢٥٠ﻣﻠﯿﻮن N
اﻟﻤﻌﺪات  ،وﺗﻮﻓﯿﺮ اﻟﻤﻜﺎﺗﺐ واﻟﺴﻜﻦ
رﺳﻤﮭﺎ ﻟﻤﻜﺎﻓﺤﺔ اﻟﻠﺼﻮﺻﯿﺔ وﺟﻤﯿﻊ اﻟﻘﺘﺎﻟﯿﺔ اﻟﺠﺪﯾﺪة ﻋﻠﻰ طﻮل ﻣﺤﻮر

أداﻣﺎوا ﺻﺒﯿﺐ ﯾﺆﺳﺲ وﯾﺮﻣﻢ  ٢١٦ﻣﺪرﺳﺔ ﻓﻲ  - ٢٠٢١رﺋﯿﺲ ﻣﺠﻠﺲ اﻹدارة
أﻧﻘﺬت اﻟﻘﻮات اﻟﺠﻮﯾﺔ اﻟﻨﯿﺠﯿﺮﯾﺔ  ،ﻧﺎف ﺑﺎﻟﻘﺮب ﻣﻦ أﻧﺠﻮار ﯾﺎﻛﻮ  ،وھﻮ ﻣﺆﺷﺮ
ً
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SFﻣﺨﻄﻮﻓﺎ ﻋﻠﻰ اﻹﺧﻼء اﻟﻘﺴﺮي أو اﻹﺧﻼء وﻣﻦ
أﺛﻨﺎء ﻗﯿﺎﻣﮭﻢ ﺑﺪورﯾﺔ ﻗﺘﺎﻟﯿﺔ ﻋﻠﻰ طﻮل اﻟﻤﺤﺘﻤﻞ أن ﯾﻜﻮن ﻣﺸﮭﺪ اﻻﺧﺘﻄﺎف.
طﺮﯾﻖ ﺑﯿﺮﻧﯿﻦ ﻏﻮاري  -ﻛﺎدوﻧﺎ .ﯾﻮم
اﻟﻤﺸﮭﺪ اﻟﻌﺎم ﻟﻼﺧﺘﻄﺎف واﻣﺘﺪ ﻟﻨﺼﻒ
اﻟﺨﻤﯿﺲ ﻓﻲ أﺑﻮﺟﺎ.
ﻗﻄﺮ ﺣﻮاﻟﻲ  ٣ﻛﯿﻠﻮﻣﺘﺮات ﻓﻲ اﻷدﻏﺎل
ً
ووﻓﻘﺎ ﻟﮫ  ،ﻓﻘﺪ ﺣﺪﺛﺖ ﻋﻤﻠﯿﺔ اﻹﻧﻘﺎذ
أﺛﻨﺎء ﺗﻄﮭﯿﺮ اﻟﻤﻨﻄﻘﺔ اﻟﻌﺎﻣﺔ" .ﻋﻨﺪ
ﻋﻨﺪﻣﺎ ﺻﺎدﻓﺖ اﻟﻘﻮات اﻟﺨﺎﺻﺔ ﺧﻤﺲ رؤﯾﺔ SF ،ﺧﺮج ﺣﻮاﻟﻲ ﺛﻼﺛﺔ
ﻣﺮﻛﺒﺎت ﻣﮭﺠﻮرة وأﺑﻮاﺑﮭﺎ ﻣﻔﺘﻮﺣﺔ
ﻣﺨﻄﻮﻓﯿﻦ ھﺎرﺑﯿﻦ ﻓﺠﺄة ﻣﻦ اﻷدﻏﺎل.

أدى اﻟﺒﺤﺚ اﻟﺮاﺑﻊ اﻟﺬي أﺟﺮﺗﮫ اﻟﻘﻮات
اﻟﺨﺎﺻﺔ إﻟﻰ اﻛﺘﺸﺎف أرﺑﻌﺔ ﻣﺨﺘﻠﻔﺔ
ﻣﺠﻤﻮﻋﺎت اﻟﻀﺤﺎﯾﺎ اﻟﻤﺨﺘﺒﺌﯿﻦ ﻓﻲ
اﻷدﻏﺎل.
ﺑﻌﺪ ﺑﺤﺚ ﺷﺎﻣﻞ ﻓﻲ اﻟﻤﻨﺎطﻖ اﻟﻨﺎﺋﯿﺔ ،
ﺗﻢ إﻧﻘﺎذ ﻣﺎ ﻣﺠﻤﻮﻋﮫ  ٢٦ﺿﺤﯿﺔ".
أﺛﻨﺎء اﻻﺳﺘﺠﻮاب  ،اﻟﻀﺤﺎﯾﺎ اﻟﺬﯾﻦ
ﻛﺎﻧﻮا ﯾﺴﺎﻓﺮون ﻣﻦ ﺑﯿﺮﻧﯿﻦ ﻏﻮاري
إﻟﻰ ﻣﻮاﻗﻊ ﻣﺨﺘﻠﻔﺔ ﺑﻤﺎ ﻓﻲ ذﻟﻚ ﻛﺎدوﻧﺎ

اﻷﺧﺮى واﺧﺘﺒﺄت ﻓﻲ اﻷدﻏﺎل ﺣﺘﻰ
وﻣﯿﻨﺎ وﻛﺎﻧﻮ.
رأوا SF.
ﻛﺸﻒ أﻧﮫ أﺛﻨﺎء اﻟﻄﺮﯾﻖ  ،ظﮭﺮ ﻋﺪد
ﻛﺒﯿﺮ ﻣﻦ ﻗﻄﺎع اﻟﻄﺮق ﻓﻲ ﺛﻼث
وﻓﻲ اﻟﻮﻗﺖ ﻧﻔﺴﮫ  ،وﺳﻌﺖ اﻟﻘﻮات
ﻣﺠﻤﻮﻋﺎت ﻓﺠﺄة ﻣﻦ اﻷدﻏﺎل ﻣﻦ ﺛﻼث اﻟﺨﺎﺻﺔ ﻋﻤﻠﯿﺎﺗﮭﺎ داﺧﻞ اﻟﻤﻨﻄﻘﺔ ﻋﻠﻰ
اﺗﺠﺎھﺎت ﻣﺨﺘﻠﻔﺔ ﻋﻠﻰ طﻮل اﻟﻄﺮﯾﻖ
أﻣﻞ إﻧﻘﺎذ اﻟﻀﺤﺎﯾﺎ اﻟﻤﺨﻄﻮﻓﯿﻦ اﻟﺒﺎﻗﯿﻦ.
وأﺣﺎطﻮا ﺑﻤﺮﻛﺒﺎﺗﮭﻢ.
وﻣﻊ ذﻟﻚ  ،أﺿﺎف اﻟﻤﺪﯾﺮ أن أوﻟﺌﻚ
SFﻓﺮ
،
رؤﯾﺔ
وﻣﻊ ذﻟﻚ  ،ﻋﻨﺪ
ُ
اﻟﺬﯾﻦ ﺗﻢ إﻧﻘﺎذھﻢ ﻧﻘﻠﻮا ﻣﻨﺬ ذﻟﻚ اﻟﺤﯿﻦ
اﻟﺨﺎطﻔﻮن إﻟﻰ اﻷدﻏﺎل ﻣﻊ ﻋﺪد ﻗﻠﯿﻞ
إﻟﻰ ﻣﺴﺘﺸﻔﻰ ﻧﺎف  ، ٤٦١ﻛﺎدوﻧﺎ ،
ﻣﻦ اﻟﻀﺤﺎﯾﺎ ﺑﯿﻨﻤﺎ اﺧﺘﺒﺄت اﻟﻐﺎﻟﺒﯿﺔ
ﻹﺟﺮاء ﻓﺤﺺ طﺒﻲ ﺷﺎﻣﻞ.
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ﻣﺷﺎرﻛﺔ اﻟﻧﺳﺎء واﻷطﻔﺎل ﻓﻲ
ﺗﻌﺎطﻲ اﻟﻣﺧدرات ﺗﺛﯾر ﻗﻠﻖ
أن دي أل إي أي  -ﻣﺳؤول
أﻋﺮﺑﺖ اﻟﻮﻛﺎﻟﺔ اﻟﻮطﻨﯿﺔ ﻹﻧﻔﺎذ ﻗﺎﻧﻮن
اﻟﻤﺨﺪرات  ،أن دي أل إي أي  ،ﻋﻦ
ﻗﻠﻘﮭﺎ ﺑﺸﺄن اﻟﻤﺸﺎرﻛﺔ اﻟﻨﺸﻄﺔ ﻟﻠﻨﺴﺎء
واﻷطﻔﺎل ﻓﻲ ﺗﻌﺎطﻲ اﻟﻤﺨﺪرات ﻓﻲ
ﻧﯿﺠﯿﺮﯾﺎ .ﺧﻼل ﺑﺮﻧﺎﻣﺞ ﻟﻠﺘﻮﻋﯿﺔ
ﺑﺘﻌﺎطﻲ اﻟﻤﺨﺪرات ﻧﻈﻤﺘﮫ ﻟﺠﻨﺔ
اﻟﻤﺨﺪرات واﻟﻤﺨﺪرات ﺑﻤﺠﻠﺲ
اﻟﺸﯿﻮخ ﻓﻲ ﺳﻮﻛﻮﺗﻮ.
وﺑﺤﺴﺐ إدرﯾﺲ  ،أﺻﺒﺤﺖ اﻟﻤﺸﺎرﻛﺔ
اﻟﻨﺸﻄﺔ ﻟﻠﻨﺴﺎء واﻷطﻔﺎل ﻓﻲ ﺗﻌﺎطﻲ
اﻟﻤﺨﺪرات ﻣﺸﻜﻠﺔ ﻛﺒﯿﺮة ﻓﻲ اﻟﻤﺠﺘﻤﻊ.
”ﻧﺤﻦ ﺑﺤﺎﺟﺔ إﻟﻰ ﻋﺪد ﻣﻦ ﺣﻤﻼت
اﻟﺘﺜﻘﯿﻒ واﻟﺘﻮﻋﯿﺔ ﻟﺘﺜﺒﯿﻂ اﻻﺳﺘﺨﺪام
اﻷوﻟﻲ وﺗﻘﻮﯾﺔ اﻟﻤﻘﺎوﻣﺔ ﺿﺪ ﺗﻌﺎطﻲ
اﻟﻤﺨﺪرات.
ﻟﺬﻟﻚ  ،أدﻋﻮ اﻵﺑﺎء إﻟﻰ اﻟﺘﺤﻘﻖ ﻣﻦ
ﺣﺮاﺳﮭﻢ ﻣﻦ أن ﯾﺘﻢ ﺗﻠﻘﯿﻨﮭﻢ ﻣﻦ ﻗﺒﻞ
اﻟﻌﻘﻮل اﻟﻔﺎﺳﺪة ﻟﺘﻌﺎطﻲ اﻟﻤﺨﺪرات
واﻟﻌﻘﺎﺋﺪ واﻟﻠﺼﻮﺻﯿﺔ وﻏﯿﺮھﺎ ﻣﻦ
اﻟﺮذاﺋﻞ.
ﻋﻼوة ﻋﻠﻰ ذﻟﻚ  ،ﯾﺠﺐ أن ﺗﻜﻮن
ھﻨﺎك ﺟﮭﻮد ﻣﺪروﺳﺔ وﻣﺘﻮاﺻﻠﺔ ﻓﻲ
ﺗﺜﻘﯿﻒ ﺟﯿﻞ اﻟﺸﺒﺎب ﺣﻮل اﻟﻮﻗﺎﯾﺔ ﻣﻦ
ﺗﻌﺎطﻲ اﻟﻤﺨﺪرات  ،واﻟﺘﻲ أﻋﺘﻘﺪ أﻧﮭﺎ
واﺣﺪة ﻣﻦ اﻟﻘﻀﺎﯾﺎ اﻟﺮﺋﯿﺴﯿﺔ اﻟﺘﻲ
ﯾﻌﺎﻟﺠﮭﺎ اﻟﺒﺮﻧﺎﻣﺞ اﻟﺤﺎﻟﻲ.
ﻗﺎل ﻣﻤﺎﻧﺪر إن أن دي أل إي أي
ﻣﺴﺘﻌﺪة وراﻏﺒﺔ ﻓﻲ اﻟﺘﻌﺎون ﻣﻊ
اﻟﻮﻛﺎﻻت ذات اﻟﺼﻠﺔ وأﺻﺤﺎب
اﻟﻤﺼﻠﺤﺔ اﻵﺧﺮﯾﻦ .وأﺿﺎف" :ھﺬا
ﻟﺪﻋﻢ اﻟﺘﺰاﻣﻨﺎ ﺑﻤﺤﺎرﺑﺔ ﺧﻄﺮ ﺗﻌﺎطﻲ
اﻟﻤﺨﺪرات  ،ﻻ ﺳﯿﻤﺎ ﻛﯿﻒ ﯾﺆﺛﺮ ذﻟﻚ
ﻋﻠﻰ ﺷﺒﺎﺑﻨﺎ  ،اﻟﺬﯾﻦ ھﻢ ﻗﺎدة اﻟﻐﺪ".
ﻓﻲ ﺧﻄﺎﺑﮫ  ،ﻗﺎل اﻟﺴﯿﺪ ﻛﯿﻨﯿﺚ أﻧﯿﺘﻮر ،
اﻟﺮﺋﯿﺲ واﻟﻤﺆﺳﺲ اﻟﻤﺸﺎرك ﻟﻤﺆﺳﺴﺔ
ﻣﺆﺳﺴﺔ دوﻟﯿﺔ ﺟﺪﯾﺪة  ،إن ﺗﻌﺎطﻲ
اﻟﻤﺨﺪرات أﺻﺒﺢ ظﺎھﺮة ﻋﺎﻟﻤﯿﺔ ﻟﮭﺎ
ﻋﻮاﻗﺐ وﺧﯿﻤﺔ.
ً
ووﻓﻘﺎ ﻟﮫ  ،ﻓﺈن أﻣﺜﻠﺔ ﺗﻌﺎطﻲ
اﻟﻤﺨﺪرات ﻋﺪﯾﺪة ﻣﺜﻞ اﻟﻌﻮاﻗﺐ
اﻟﻮاﺿﺤﺔ اﻟﺘﻲ ﺗﻈﮭﺮ ﻓﻲ وﻗﺎل" :إن
ﻣﺘﻌﺎطﻲ اﻟﻤﺨﺪرات  ،اﻟﺬﯾﻦ ﯾﺼﺒﺤﻮن
ﻓﻲ ﻧﮭﺎﯾﺔ اﻟﻤﻄﺎف ﻣﺪﻣﻨﯿﻦ ﻋﻠﻰ
داﺋﻤﺎ اﺣﺘﯿﺎﺟﺎﺗﮭﻢ
اﻟﻤﺨﺪرات  ،ﺳﯿﻐﺬون ً
ﻣﻦ اﻟﻤﺨﺪرات ﻏﯿﺮ اﻟﻤﺸﺮوﻋﺔ
وﻋﻨﺪﻣﺎ ﻻ ﯾﺘﻮﻓﺮ اﻟﻤﺎل ﯾﺼﺒﺤﻮن
ﺧﻄﺮا ﻋﻠﻰ أﻧﻔﺴﮭﻢ وﻋﻠﻰ اﻟﻤﺠﺘﻤﻊ
ً
ﻛﻜﻞ.
أﺛﻨﺎء ﺗﻘﺪﯾﻢ ورﻗﺘﮫ اﻟﺒﺤﺜﯿﺔ ﺑﻌﻨﻮان
"ﺗﻌﺎطﻲ اﻟﻤﺨﺪرات واﻟﺘﻌﻠﯿﻢ ﻻ
ﯾﺨﺘﻠﻄﺎن أﺑﺪًا"  ،ﻗﺎل NDLEAإﻧﮫ
ﯾﺤﺘﺎج إﻟﻰ ﺗﻌﺰﯾﺰ اﻷﻧﺪﯾﺔ اﻟﺨﺎﻟﯿﺔ ﻣﻦ
اﻟﻤﺨﺪرات ﻓﻲ اﻟﻤﺪارس اﻟﺜﺎﻧﻮﯾﺔ.
ﻛﻨﻤﺎذج أدوار وﻣﻮﺟﮭﯿﻦ ﻟﻠﺸﺒﺎب
واﻟﻄﻼب اﻟﺬﯾﻦ ھﻢ ﺗﺤﺖ رﻋﺎﯾﺘﮭﻢ.
ﻋﻼوة ﻋﻠﻰ ذﻟﻚ  ،ﺗﺤﺘﺎج اﻟﺤﻜﻮﻣﺔ إﻟﻰ
إﺣﯿﺎء وﺗﻘﻮﯾﺔ ﻟﺠﺎن ﺗﻌﺎطﻲ
اﻟﻤﺨﺪرات" ﻟﺘﻮﻋﯿﺔ ﻋﺎﻣﺔ اﻟﻨﺎس
ﺑﻤﺨﺎطﺮ ﺗﻌﺎطﻲ اﻟﻤﺨﺪرات واﻹدﻣﺎن
واﻻﺗﺠﺎر ﺑﮭﺎ.
وأﺷﺎد اﻟﺘﻌﻠﯿﻢ اﻷﺳﺎﺳﻲ واﻟﺜﺎﻧﻮي
اﻟﺤﺎج ﺑﯿﻠﻮ ﺟﻮﯾﻮا ﺑﻤﻨﻈﻤﻲ اﻟﺒﺮﻧﺎﻣﺞ ،
وأﻛﺪ ﺟﻮﯾﻮا أن ﺣﻜﻮﻣﺔ اﻟﻮﻻﯾﺔ ﺳﺘﻌﺰز
اﻟﻤﺰﯾﺪ ﻣﻦ اﻟﺸﺮاﻛﺔ ﺑﺪﻋﻢ ﻣﻦ أن دي
أل إي أي ﻟﻤﻜﺎﻓﺤﺔ ﺟﻤﯿﻊ أﺷﻜﺎل
ﺗﻌﺎطﻲ اﻟﻤﺨﺪرات ﺑﯿﻦ اﻟﻤﺠﺘﻤﻊ.
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ﺣﻜﻮﻣﺔ ﻛﺎﻧﻮ ﺗﻮاﻓﻖ ﻋﻠﻰ
اﻟﺼﻨﺪوق اﻟﻤﻘﺎﺑﻞ
 N500mﻟﻤﺸﺮوع اﻟﻤﻨﺎخ.

ﻛﺗﺑﺎ ﻟﻣﻣﺛل اﻟﺣﻛﺎم اﻟﺗﻘﻠﯾدﯾﯾن  ،ﻣﺟﺗﻣﻊ أوﺟﺎ أﻧﺎﻏوﺗﺎ ،
رﺋﯾس ﻗﺳم )اﻟﻠﻐﺔ اﻹﻧﺟﻠﯾزﯾﺔ( ﺑﺟﺎﻣﻌﺔ ﺟوس  ،اﻟﺑروﻓﯾﺳور ﺟﯾف دوﻛﻲ )ﯾﺳﺎر( ﯾﻘدم ً
اﻟﺳﯾد ﺻﻧداي ﺑوﻧو ﻣﻊ ﺿﯾوف آﺧرﯾن ﺧﻼل اﻟﻌرض اﻟﺗﻘدﯾﻣﻲ اﻟرﺳﻣﻲ ﻟﻠﻣﺟﺗﻣﻊ اﻟﻣﺿﯾف ﻟﻠﺟﺎﻣﻌﺔ ﻓﻲ ﺟوس ، .ﻓﻲ اﻻﻣس.

:2023اﻟﺘﺤﺎﻟﻒ ﯾﺘﻌﮭﺪ ﺑﺤﺸﺪ اﻟﺪﻋﻢ ﻷوﺳﯿﻨﺒﺎﺟﻮ

ﺗﻌﮭﺪ اﺋﺘﻼف ﻣﻦ اﻟﻤﺠﻤﻮﻋﺎت
اﻟﺴﯿﺎﺳﯿﺔ  ،اﻟﻤﺸﺮوع اﻟﺘﻘﺪﻣﻲ TPP ،
،ﺑﺤﺸﺪ ﻛﻞ اﻟﺪﻋﻢ اﻟﻼزم ﻟﻨﺎﺋﺐ
اﻟﺮﺋﯿﺲ ﯾﯿﻤﻲ أوﺳﯿﻨﺒﺎﺟﻮ ﻟﯿﺨﺮج
ﻛﻤﺮﺷﺢ رﺋﺎﺳﻲ ﻟﻌﺎم  ٢٠٢٣ﻋﻦ
ﻣﺆﺗﻤﺮ ﺟﻤﯿﻊ اﻟﺘﻘﺪﻣﯿﯿﻦ APC ، ،
رﺋﯿﺲ ﻏﺮﻓﺔ اﻟﻌﻤﻠﯿﺎت ﻓﻲ TPP ،
اﻟﺴﯿﺪ ﺟﯿﻔﺮي أوﻣﻮه  ،ﺻﺮح ﺑﺬﻟﻚ.ھﺬا
ﻓﻲ اﻻﺟﺘﻤﺎع اﻟﺘﻔﺎﻋﻠﻲ اﻷول
ﻟﻠﻤﺠﻤﻮﻋﺔ ﻟﻤﺠﻤﻮﻋﺎت دﻋﻢ
ﻷوﺳﯿﻨﺒﺎﺟﻮ ﻓﻲ أﺑﻮﺟﺎ.
ﻋﻠﻰ اﻟﺮﻏﻢ ﻣﻦ أن ﻷوﺳﯿﻨﺒﺎﺟﻮ ﻟﻢ
ﯾﻌﻠﻦ ﻋﻦ ﻧﯿﺘﮫ ﺣﻮل اﻻﻧﺘﺨﺎﺑﺎت
اﻟﺮﺋﺎﺳﯿﺔ ﻟﻌﺎم  ، ٢٠٢٣ﺑﺪأت ﻋﺪة
ﻣﺠﻤﻮﻋﺎت ﻓﻲ دﻋﻤﮫ" .ﺗﻌﺒﺌﺔ ﻧﺎﺋﯿﺮا"
ﻟﻀﻤﺎن ﻓﻮز ﻷوﺳﯿﻨﺒﺎﺟﻮ ﺑﺘﺬﻛﺮة
APCﻟﻼﻧﺘﺨﺎﺑﺎت اﻟﺮﺋﺎﺳﯿﺔ ﻟﻌﺎم
.٢٠٢٣
وﺣﺚ ﻣﻤﺜﻠﻲ ﺣﻮاﻟﻲ  ٥٠٠ﻣﺠﻤﻮﻋﺔ
دﻋﻢ ﻣﻦ ﻣﺆﯾﺪي ﻷوﺳﯿﻨﺒﺎﺟﻮ ﻋﻠﻰ
'اﻟﻌﻮدة إﻟﻰ دﯾﺎرھﻢ  ،ودراﺳﺔ ﺑﯿﺌﺘﮭﻢ
أﻛﺜﺮ  ،وﺗﺤﺴﯿﻦ ﺗﻔﺎﻋﻠﮭﻢ ﻣﻊ اﻟﻨﺎس
واﻟﻌﻮدة ﻣﻊ اﻻﻗﺘﺮاﺣﺎت و اﻷﻓﻜﺎر
اﻟﺘﻲ ﯾﻤﻜﻦ أن ﺗﻌﻤﻞ ﻣﻌﮭﺎ TPP
واﻟﻔﺮق اﻟﻤﻜﻮﻧﺔ ﻟﮭﺎ ﻣﻦ أﺟﻞ ﺗﻔﻌﯿﻞ
"رﺋﺎﺳﺔ ﻷوﺳﯿﻨﺒﺎﺟﻮ ﻓﻲ ﻋﺎم ،"٢٠٢٣
ﻗﺎل إن TPPﯾﺠﺐ أن ﺗﻀﻤﻦ أن

ﺟﻤﯿﻊ اﻷﻓﺮاد واﻟﻤﺠﻤﻮﻋﺎت ذات
اﻟﻌﻘﻮل اﻟﻤﺘﺸﺎﺑﮭﺔ ﻓﻲ "رﺋﺎﺳﺔ
ﻷوﺳﯿﻨﺒﺎﺟﻮ" ﺗﻘﻊ ﺗﺤﺖ ﻣﻈﻠﺔ ﻟﻠﺘﻨﺴﯿﻖ
اﻟﻔﻌﺎل.
"ﻣﺎ ﯾﺒﯿﻌﮫ اﻟﻤﺸﺮوع اﻟﺘﻘﺪﻣﻲ ھﻮ
ﺷﺨﺼﯿﺔ ﻧﺎﺋﺐ اﻟﺮﺋﯿﺲ  ،ﻧﺤﺘﺎج أوﻻً
وﻗﺒﻞ ﻛﻞ ﺷﻲء إﻟﻰ ﺗﺤﺪﯾﺪ ذﻟﻚ".
ﺷﺨﺼﯿﺔ ﻓﺮﯾﺪة ﯾﺘﻌﺎطﻒ ﻣﻌﮭﺎ اﻟﺠﻤﯿﻊ
ﻓﻲ اﻟﺸﺎرع" .ﻟﺬا  ،ﻟﻤﺎذا ﻻ ﻧﺄﺗﻲ
وﻧﻘﻮل أن ھﺬا اﻟﺮﺟﻞ ﺟﯿﺪ ﺑﻤﺎ ﯾﻜﻔﻲ
ﻟﻠﻮظﯿﻔﺔ  ،وﻻ ﺷﻚ ﻓﻲ أن اﻷﻣﺮ ﯾﺘﻌﻠﻖ
ﺑﻘﺮار اﻟﻨﯿﺠﯿﺮﯾﯿﻦ" .ﺳﯿﻜﻮن ﻋﺎم
ً ٢٠٢٣
ﺳﺒﺎﻗﺎ ﺟﺪﯾﺪًا.
ھﻨﺎك ﻣﺠﻤﻮﻋﺔ ﻣﻦ اﻟﻨﯿﺠﯿﺮﯾﯿﻦ اﻟﺬﯾﻦ
ﯾﺴﺘﯿﻘﻈﻮن وھﺬه اﻟﻤﺠﻤﻮﻋﺔ ﺗﻄﺎﻟﺐ
ﺷﺎﺑﺎ ﻟﯿﻜﻮن ﻓﻲ اﻟﺴﺮج ".أﺳﺘﺎذ ،
ً
ﺷﺨﺺ ﺣﻘﻖ اﻟﻜﺜﯿﺮ  ،ﺷﺨﺺ ﯾﻔﻌﻞ
ذﻟﻚ ﻗﺎل أوﻣﻮه  ،اﻟﺴﯿﺪ أﺑﯿﻮي أﻛﯿﺮﯾﻠﻲ
 ،ﻣﻨﺴﻖ ﺣﺮﻛﺔ اﻟﺠﻨﻮب اﻟﻐﺮﺑﻲ
ﻷوﺳﯿﻨﺒﺎﺟﻮ  ،ﻗﺎل إﻧﮫ ﺳﻌﯿﺪ ﻷن
اﻟﻤﺸﺮوع ﯾﺠﺮي ﺗﻨﻔﯿﺬه ﻓﻲ ﺟﻤﯿﻊ
أﻧﺤﺎء اﻟﺒﻼد.
"ﻧﻘﺎط اﻟﺒﯿﻊ اﻟﻔﺮﯾﺪة ﻟﻨﺎﺋﺐ اﻟﺮﺋﯿﺲ ھﻲ
ﺗﺄﻟﻘﮫ  ،ﻛﻮﻧﮫ رﺟﻞ ﻧﺒﯿﻞ ورﺟﻞ ﷲ ؛
وھﺬا ﻣﺎ ﻧﺤﻦ ﻋﻠﯿﮫ ﻗﺎل أﻛﺮﯾﻠﻲ  ،اﻟﺬي
ﺷﺨﺼﯿﺎ ،
ﻗﺎل إﻧﮫ ﻟﻢ ﯾﻠﺘﻖ ﺑﺄوﺳﯿﻨﺒﺎﺟﻮ
ً

إﻧﮫ ﻣﺘﻔﺎﺋﻞ ﺑﺄن اﻟﻤﺸﺮوع ﺳﻮف
ﯾﺘﺤﻘﻖ .ﺑﺮﯾﺸﺲ إﻟﯿﻜﯿﻤﺎ  ،ﻗﺎل إن
اﻟﻮﻗﺖ ﻗﺪ ﺣﺎن ﻷن ﯾﺼﻮت
اﻟﻨﯿﺠﯿﺮﯾﻮن ﻷﻓﺮاد ﯾﺘﻤﺘﻌﻮن
ﺑﺎﻟﻤﺼﺪاﻗﯿﺔ وﻟﯿﺲ اﻟﺪﯾﻦ أو اﻟﻤﺸﺎﻋﺮ
اﻟﻌﺮﻗﯿﺔ.
ووﺻﻒ إﻟﯿﻜﯿﻤﺎ أوﺳﯿﻨﺒﺎﺟﻮ ﺑﺄﻧﮫ ﻣﺮﺷﺢ
ﻗﺎﺑﻞ ﻟﻠﺘﻄﺒﯿﻖ وﻗﺎﺑﻞ ﻟﻠﺒﯿﻊ أظﮭﺮ
أﺳﻠﻮب ﺣﯿﺎﺗﮫ اﻟﻌﺎدي أﻧﮫ ﻣﺸﺒﻊ
ﺑﺎﻟﺮﺿﺎ اﻟﺠﺴﺪي واﻟﺮوﺣﻲ اﻟﺬي
ﯾﺮوق ﻟﻠﺠﻤﯿﻊ .ﻟﯿﺲ اﻟﻮﻗﺖ اﻟﻤﻨﺎﺳﺐ
ﻟﻠﺤﺪﯾﺚ ﻋﻦ اﻟﯿﻮروﺑﺎ أو اﻟﮭﻮﺳﺎ أو
اﻹﯾﺒﻮ  ،وﻟﻜﻦ ھﺬا ھﻮ اﻟﻮﻗﺖ اﻟﻤﻨﺎﺳﺐ
ﻟﻠﺤﺪﯾﺚ ﻋﻦ ﻧﯿﺠﯿﺮﯾﺎ  ،ﻓﺎﻟﺴﻮق اﻟﺬي
ﻟﺪﯾﻨﺎ ﻟﯿﺲ ﺳﻮق ﯾﻮروﺑﺎ  ،وﻻ ﺳﻮق
اﻟﮭﻮﺳﺎ  ،وﻻ ﺳﻮق إﯾﺒﻮ.
"ﺑﻐﺾ اﻟﻨﻈﺮ ﻋﻦ اﻻﻧﻘﺴﺎم اﻟﺤﺰﺑﻲ ،
ﻗﺎل إﻟﯿﻜﯿﻤﺎ  ،ﻣﻔﻮض اﻻﺳﺘﺜﻤﺎر
واﻟﺘﺠﺎرة واﻟﺼﻨﺎﻋﺔ ﻓﻲ ﻧﯿﻮ أﺷﺎد
اﻟﺪﻛﺘﻮر ﻣﺼﻄﻔﻰ ﺟﺒﺮﯾﻞ ﺑﺄوﺳﯿﻨﺒﺎﺟﻮ
ﻋﻠﻰ وﻻﺋﮫ ﻟﻠﺮﺋﯿﺲ ﻣﺤﻤﺪ ﺑﺨﺎري ،
وﻗﺎل إن ﺗﺮﻛﯿﺰ أوﺳﯿﻨﺒﺎﺟﻮ اﻟﻤﻨﻀﺒﻂ
وﺧﺼﺎﺋﺼﮫ اﻟﺠﯿﺪة اﻷﺧﺮى اﺟﺘﺬﺑﺖ
اﻟﺤﻀﻮر ﻣﻦ ﻣﺨﺘﻠﻒ أﻧﺤﺎء اﻟﺒﻼد ،
ﻟﻤﺘﺎﺑﻌﺔ اﻟﻘﻀﯿﺔ اﻟﻤﺸﺘﺮﻛﺔ ﻹدﺧﺎﻟﮫ إﻟﻰ
اﻟﻔﯿﻼ.

ﻟﺟﻧﺔ ﻣﺟﻠس اﻟﺷﯾوخ ﺗﺗوﻟﻰ ﻣﮭﺎم ﻋﺳـﻛرﯾﺔ ﻟﻘﻣﻊ إﺳواب
ﺣﺚ رﺋﯿﺲ ﻟﺠﻨﺔ ﻣﺠﻠﺲ اﻟﺸﯿﻮخ
ﻟﻠﺠﯿﺶ  ،اﻟﺴﻨﺎﺗﻮر ﻋﻠﻲ ﻧﺪوﻣﻲ ،
اﻟﺠﯿﺶ ﻋﻠﻰ ﻗﻤﻊ أﻧﺸﻄﺔ وﻻﯾﺔ ﻏﺮب
إﻓﺮﯾﻘﯿﺎ اﻟﺘﺎﺑﻌﺔ ﻟﺘﻨﻈﯿﻢ اﻟﺪوﻟﺔ اﻹﺳﻼﻣﯿﺔ
 ،ﻓﻲ ﺟﻨﻮب ﺑﻮرﻧﻮ.
وﺟﮫ ﻧﺪوﻣﻲ اﻟﺪﻋﻮة ﯾﻮم اﻷرﺑﻌﺎء
ﻋﻨﺪﻣﺎ ﻗﺎد أﻋﻀﺎء اﻟﻠﺠﻨﺔ ﻓﻲ زﯾﺎرة
إﺷﺮاﻓﯿﺔ ﻟﻤﻘﺮ اﻟﻌﻤﻠﯿﺔ اﻟﻤﺸﺘﺮﻛﺔ ھﺎدن
ﻛﺎي ﻓﻲ ﻣﺎﯾﺪوﺟﻮري .ﺑﯿﻨﻤﺎ ﯾﺴﺘﺴﻠﻢ
أﻋﻀﺎء ﺑﻮﻛﻮ ﺣﺮام  ،ﺗﮭﺎﺟﻢ إﺳﻮاب
اﻟﻨﺎس  ،ﻻ ﺳﯿﻤﺎ ﻓﻲ اﻟﺠﺰء اﻟﺠﻨﻮﺑﻲ
ﻣﻦ اﻟﻮﻻﯾﺔ.
أﯾﻀﺎ أن ﻧﺸﯿﺪ ﺑﺠﮭﻮدك
ﻣﻦ اﻟﻤﮭﻢ
ً
ﻹﻋﻼﻣﻚ ﺑﺬﻟﻚ .اﻟﺮﺟﺎء اﻟﻘﯿﺎم ﺑﺎﻟﻤﺰﯾﺪ
ﺑﺤﯿﺚ ﯾﻜﻮن ﺗﺤﺖ ﻗﯿﺎدﺗﻚ )ﻗﺎﺋﺪ
ﻣﻜﺘﻮﺑﺎ ﺑﺎﻟﺬھﺐ
اﻟﻤﺴﺮح( ھﺬا اﻟﻌﺎم
ً

اﻟﺬي أﻧﺘﮭﯿﺖ ﺑﮫ اﻟﺘﻤﺮد .ﻗﺎل ﻧﺪوﻣﻲ:
"ﻧﺤﻦ ﺑﻮرﻧﻮ ﻟﺘﻘﯿﯿﻢ اﻟﻮﺿﻊ اﻷﻣﻨﻲ
ﻋﻠﻰ اﻷرض وﻛﺬﻟﻚ إﯾﺠﺎد طﺮق
ﻟﻤﻮاﺟﮭﺔ اﻟﺘﺤﺪﯾﺎت".
ﻓﻲ وﻗﺖ ﺳﺎﺑﻖ  ،ﻗﺎﺋﺪ اﻟﻤﺴﺮح ،
اﻟﻠﻮاء .وأﺷﺎد ﻛﺮﯾﺴﺘﻮﻓﺮ ﻣﻮﺳﻰ
ﺑﺎﻟﻠﺠﻨﺔ ﻋﻠﻰ اﻟﺘﺰاﻣﮭﺎ ﺑﻤﻮاﺟﮭﺔ
اﻟﺘﺤﺪﯾﺎت اﻟﺘﻲ ﺗﻮاﺟﮫ اﻟﺠﯿﺶ وأﻛﺪ ﻟﮭﺎ
اﻟﺘﺰام اﻟﻤﺴﺮح ﺑﺄداء اﻟﻤﮭﻤﺔ اﻟﻤﻮﻛﻠﺔ
إﻟﯿﮫ" .ﻧﺘﻘﺪم ﺑﺎﻟﺸﻜﺮ اﻟﺠﺰﯾﻞ ﻟﺘﻔﺎﻧﯿﻚ
وﺗﻀﺤﯿﺎﺗﻚ واﻟﺘﺰاﻣﻚ.
وﻗﺎل ﻣﻮﺳﻰ "ﺳﻨﻮاﺻﻞ ﺑﺬل ﻗﺼﺎرى
ﺟﮭﺪﻧﺎ ﻟﻀﻤﺎن ﻋﻮدة اﻟﺴﻼم اﻟﺸﺎﻣﻞ
إﻟﻰ اﻟﺸﻤﺎل اﻟﺸﺮﻗﻲ وﺑﻮرﻧﻮ ﻋﻠﻰ وﺟﮫ
اﻟﺨﺼﻮص" .أﺛﻨﺎء وﺟﻮدھﺎ ﻓﻲ
أﯾﻀﺎ
ﻣﺎﯾﺪوﺟﻮري  ،زارت اﻟﻠﺠﻨﺔ
ً
اﻟﺤﺎﻛﻢ ﺑﺎﺑﺎﻏﺎﻧﺎ زوﻟﻮم.

وﻛﺸﻒ اﻟﺤﺎﻛﻢ ﺑﺎﺑﺎﻏﺎﻧﺎ زوﻟﻮم  ،أن
ﻣﻨﺎطﻖ اﻟﺤﻜﻮﻣﺔ اﻟﻤﺤﻠﯿﺔ أﺑﺎدام
وﻏﻮزاﻣﺎﻻ ﻻ ﺗﺰال ﺗﺤﺖ ﺳﯿﻄﺮة
إرھﺎﺑﯿﻲ إﺳﻮاب ﺣﯿﺚ اﺳﺘﺴﻠﻢ أﻛﺜﺮ
ﻣﻦ  ٢٠٫٠٠٠ﻣﻦ أﻋﻀﺎء ﺑﻮﻛﻮ
ﺣﺮام.
ﯾﺴﻌﺪﻧﻲ أن أﺑﻠﻐﻜﻢ أﻧﻨﺎ ﺑﺪأﻧﺎ ﻧﺸﮭﺪ
ﻋﻮدة ﺗﺪرﯾﺠﯿﺔ ﻟﻠﺴﻼم  ،وﻟﻜﻦ ھﻨﺎك
اﻟﻤﺰﯾﺪ اﻟﺬي ﯾﺘﻌﯿﻦ اﻟﻘﯿﺎم ﺑﮫ  ،ﻷن
ﻣﻨﺎطﻖ اﻟﺤﻜﻢ اﻟﻤﺤﻠﻲ ﻓﻲ ﻏﻮزاﻣﺎﻻ
وأﺑﺎدام ﻻ ﺗﺰاﻻن ﺗﺤﺖ ﺳﯿﻄﺮة ﺑﻮﻛﻮ
ﺣﺮام ﻓﻲ اﻟﻮﻗﺖ اﻟﺤﺎﻟﻲ.
ﻋﻠﻰ اﻟﺮﻏﻢ ﻣﻦ أن رؤﺳﺎء اﻟﺨﺪﻣﺎت
اﻟﺤﺎﻟﯿﯿﻦ وﻗﺎﺋﺪ اﻟﻤﺴﺮح واﻟﻀﺎﺑﻂ اﻟﻌﺎم
ﻟﺪﯾﻨﺎ ﻗﺎﺋﺪ اﻟﻔﺮﻗﺔ اﻟﺴﺎﺑﻌﺔ ﻓﻲ ﺣﺎﻟﺔ
ﺟﯿﺪة.

واﻓﻘﺖ ﺣﻜﻮﻣﺔ وﻻﯾﺔ ﻛﺎﻧﻮ ﻋﻠﻰ ٥٠٠
ﻣﻠﯿﻮن ﻧﺎﺋﯿﺮا ﻛﺼﻨﺪوق ﻧﻈﯿﺮ ﻟﺘﻨﻔﯿﺬ
ﻣﺸﺮوع ﻣﺪﺗﮫ ﺳﺖ ﺳﻨﻮات ﺑﻤﺴﺎﻋﺪة
اﻟﺒﻨﻚ اﻟﺪوﻟﻲ " ،اﻟﻤﺮوﻧﺔ اﻟﻤﻨﺎﺧﯿﺔ
اﻟﺰراﻋﯿﺔ ﻓﻲ اﻟﻤﻨﺎظﺮ اﻟﻄﺒﯿﻌﯿﺔ ﺷﺒﮫ
اﻟﻘﺎﺣﻠﺔ ).)ACReSAL
ﻛﺸﻒ ﻣﻔﻮض اﻟﺪوﻟﺔ ﻟﻠﻤﻌﻠﻮﻣﺎت ،
ﻣﺎﻻم ﻣﺤﻤﺪ ﻏﺎرﺑﺎ  ،ﻋﻦ ھﺬا إﻟﻰ
اﻟﺼﺤﻔﯿﯿﻦ ﺧﻼل إﺣﺎطﺔ إﺧﺒﺎرﯾﺔ ﺣﻮل
ﻧﺘﺎﺋﺞ اﺟﺘﻤﺎع اﻟﻤﺠﻠﺲ اﻟﺘﻨﻔﯿﺬي
ﻟﻠﻮﻻﯾﺔ ،ﺣﯿﺚ ﻗﺎل إن اﻟﻤﺸﺮوع ﯾﮭﺪف
إﻟﻰ زﯾﺎدة ﺗﺒﻨﻲ ﻣﻤﺎرﺳﺎت إدارة
اﻟﻤﻨﺎظﺮ اﻟﻄﺒﯿﻌﯿﺔ اﻟﻤﻘﺎوﻣﺔ ﻟﻠﻤﻨﺎخ
وﺗﻌﺰﯾﺰ ﺳﺒﻞ اﻟﻌﯿﺶ ﻓﻲ ﻣﺴﺘﺠﻤﻌﺎت
اﻟﻤﯿﺎه اﻟﻘﺎﺣﻠﺔ وﺷﺒﮫ اﻟﻘﺎﺣﻠﺔ ﻓﻲ ﺷﻤﺎل
ﻧﯿﺠﯿﺮﯾﺎ.
وﻗﺎل اﻟﻤﻔﻮض إن اﻟﻤﺸﺮوع ﺳﯿﻌﺰز
اﻹﻧﺠﺎزات اﻟﻤﺴﺠﻠﺔ ﻓﻲ إطﺎر ﻣﺸﺮوع
ﻧﯿﺠﯿﺮﯾﺎ ﻹدارة اﻟﺘﺂﻛﻞ وﻣﺴﺘﺠﻤﻌﺎت
اﻟﻤﯿﺎه NEWMAP ، ،ﻓﻲ وﻻﯾﺔ
ﻛﺎﻧﻮ  ،وﻗﺎل اﻟﻤﻔﻮض إن اﻟﻤﺠﻠﺲ
أﯾﻀﺎ ﻋﻠﻰ ﻣﺬﻛﺮة ﺗﻔﺎھﻢ ﺑﯿﻦ
واﻓﻖ
ً
ﺣﻜﻮﻣﺔ ﻛﺎﻧﻮ وأﻛﺎدﯾﻤﯿﺔ اﻟﻤﺪﯾﻨﺔ ﻓﻲ
اﻟﻤﻤﻠﻜﺔ اﻟﻌﺮﺑﯿﺔ اﻟﺴﻌﻮدﯾﺔ ﻟﺘﺪرﯾﺐ
اﻟﻤﻌﻠﻤﯿﻦ اﻟﺒﺪﻧﻲ  ٥٠٠٠ﻣﺪرس ﻓﻲ
اﻟﻤﺪﯾﻨﺔ اﻟﻤﻨﻮرة.
ﺳﺘﻜﻮن ﺣﻜﻮﻣﺔ اﻟﻮﻻﯾﺔ ﻣﺴﺆوﻟﺔ ﻋﻦ
ﺗﻮﻓﯿﺮ ﺗﺬاﻛﺮ طﯿﺮان اﻟﻌﻮدة
واﻟﺘﺄﺷﯿﺮات واﻟﺘﺪرﯾﺐ وﻗﺎل ﻗﺮﺑﺔ إن
ﻣﺪرﺳﺎ
اﻟﺪﻓﻌﺔ اﻷوﻟﻰ اﻟﻤﻜﻮﻧﺔ ﻣﻦ ٥٠
ً
ً
ﻣﻜﺜﻔﺎ ﻓﻲ اﻟﻤﺪﯾﻨﺔ
ﺗﺪرﯾﺒﺎ
ﺳﺘﺤﻀﺮ
ً
اﻟﻤﻨﻮرة ﻗﺒﻞ ﺷﮭﺮ رﻣﻀﺎن.
وﻛﺸﻒ اﻟﻤﻔﻮض أن اﻟﻤﺠﻠﺲ واﻓﻖ
ﻋﻠﻰ ﻋﻘﺪ اﺳﺘﻜﻤﺎل ازدواﺟﯿﺔ طﺮﯾﻖ
ﺑﻄﻮل  ٥ﻛﯿﻠﻮﻣﺘﺮات ﺑﻤﻨﻄﻘﺔ اﻟﺤﻜﻮﻣﺔ
اﻟﻤﺤﻠﯿﺔ ﻓﻲ ﺗﻮﻓﺎ  ،ﺑﺎﻹﺿﺎﻓﺔ إﻟﻰ
اﻟﻤﻮاﻓﻘﺔ ﻋﻠﻰ اﻹﻓﺮاج ﻋﻦ أﻣﻮال
ﻟﺘﺪرﯾﺐ اﻟﻌﺎﻣﻠﯿﻦ ﻓﻲ ﻣﺠﺎل اﻟﺮﻋﺎﯾﺔ
اﻟﺼﺤﯿﺔ واﺳﺘﺮداد رﺳﻮم اﻟﺪﻣﻐﺔ
وﺻﻨﺪوق اﻟﺪﻋﻢ اﻟﺘﻌﻠﯿﻤﻲ.
وأﺿﺎف أن اﻟﻤﺠﻠﺲ واﻓﻖ ﻋﻠﻰ
ﺗﺠﺪﯾﺪ ﺧﺪﻣﺔ اﻹﻧﺘﺮﻧﺖ واﻟﺼﯿﺎﻧﺔ
اﻟﺴﻨﻮﯾﺔ ﻟﻤﻌﺪات ﺗﻜﻨﻮﻟﻮﺟﯿﺎ اﻟﻤﻌﻠﻮﻣﺎت
واﻻﺗﺼﺎﻻت وﻧﺸﺮ ﺑﺮﻧﺎﻣﺞ ﻧﻈﺎم
ﻣﻌﻠﻮﻣﺎت إدارة اﻟﻤﺴﺘﺸﻔﯿﺎت
) )HMISﻓﻲ ﻣﺴﺘﺸﻔﻰ ﻋﺒﺪ ﷲ واس
اﻟﺘﻌﻠﯿﻤﻲ  ،ﻓﯿﻤﺎ ﺗﻢ اﻟﺘﻌﺎﻗﺪ ﻣﻊ
اﺳﺘﺸﺎري ﻟﻺﺷﺮاف ﻋﻠﻰ ﺷﺒﻜﺔ
اﻷﻟﯿﺎف اﻟﺒﺼﺮﯾﺔ اﻟﻤﻘﺘﺮﺣﺔ ﺑﻮﻻﯾﺔ
ﻛﺎﻧﻮ.
ﻣﺸﺮوع وﺷﺮاء ﻣﺮﻛﺒﺎت ﻋﻤﻠﯿﺎت
ً
طﺮﯾﻘﺎ
ﻣﻜﺎﻓﺤﺔ اﻟﺤﺮاﺋﻖ "ﺻﯿﺎﻧﺔ ١٢
ﻣﺨﺘﺎرا  ،ﻋﻘﺪ ل rإدارة
ﺣﻀﺮﯾﺎ
ً
ً
وﺻﯿﺎﻧﺔ إﻧﺎرة اﻟﺸﻮارع واﻟﻨﺎﻓﻮرة
وﻣﻨﻄﻘﺔ اﻟﻤﻨﺎظﺮ اﻟﻄﺒﯿﻌﯿﺔ ﻓﻲ ﺗﻘﺎطﻊ
Dangiوﺷﺮاء وﺣﺪة واﺣﺪة KVA
MIKANOﺗﻮﻟﯿﺪ  ٣٥٠واﻓﻖ اﻟﺒﻨﻚ
اﻟﺪوﻟﻲ ﻋﻠﻰ ﻗﺮض ﺑﻘﯿﻤﺔ  ٧٠٠ﻣﻠﯿﻮن
دوﻻر ﻣﻦ اﻟﺠﻤﻌﯿﺔ اﻟﺪوﻟﯿﺔ ﻟﻠﺘﻨﻤﯿﺔ
ﻟﻤﺸﺮوع ACReSAL.
ﻣﻤﺎرﺳﺎت إدارة اﻟﻤﻨﺎظﺮ اﻟﻄﺒﯿﻌﯿﺔ
اﻟﻤﺴﺘﺪاﻣﺔ ﻓﻲ ﺷﻤﺎل ﻧﯿﺠﯿﺮﯾﺎ وﺗﻌﺰﯾﺰ
اﻟﺒﯿﺌﺔ اﻟﺘﻤﻜﯿﻨﯿﺔ طﻮﯾﻠﺔ اﻷﺟﻞ ﻓﻲ اﻟﺒﻼد
ﻟﻺدارة اﻟﻤﺘﻜﺎﻣﻠﺔ ﻟﻠﻤﻨﺎظﺮ اﻟﻄﺒﯿﻌﯿﺔ
اﻟﻤﻘﺎوﻣﺔ ﻟﻠﻤﻨﺎخ  ،وﻗﺎل اﻟﺒﻨﻚ إن
اﻟﻤﺸﺮوع ﺳﯿﺰﯾﺪ ﻣﻦ ﺗﻨﻔﯿﺬ ﻣﻤﺎرﺳﺎت
اﻹدارة اﻟﻤﺴﺘﺪاﻣﺔ ﻟﻠﻤﻨﺎظﺮ اﻟﻄﺒﯿﻌﯿﺔ
ﻓﻲ ﺷﻤﺎل ﻧﯿﺠﯿﺮﯾﺎ وﯾﻌﺰز اﻟﻤﺪى
اﻟﻄﻮﯾﻞ ﻟﻠﺒﻼد .ﺑﯿﺌﺔ ﻣﻮاﺗﯿﺔ ﻹدارة
اﻟﻤﻨﺎظﺮ اﻟﻄﺒﯿﻌﯿﺔ اﻟﻤﺘﻜﺎﻣﻠﺔ اﻟﻤﻘﺎوﻣﺔ
ﻟﻠﻤﻨﺎخ.
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German Court Finds Main Suspect Guilty In Syria Torture Trial
German
court
yesterday
convicted a former Syrian secret
police officer of crimes against
humanity for overseeing the
abuse of detainees at a jail near
Damascus a decade ago.
The verdict in the landmark
trial has been keenly anticipated
by Syrians who suffered abuse
or lost relatives at the hands
of President Bashar al-Assad’s
government in the country’s
long-running conflict.
The Koblenz state court
concluded that Anwar Raslan
was the senior officer in charge
of a facility in the Syrian city of
Douma known as Al Khatib, or
Branch 251, where suspected
opposition protesters were
detained.
The court sentenced him to
life in prison. His lawyers asked
judges last week to acquit their

client, claiming that he never
personally tortured anybody and
that he defected in late 2012.
German prosecutors alleged
that Raslan supervised the
“systematic and brutal torture”
of more than 4,000 prisoners
between April 2011 and
September 2012, resulting in the
deaths of dozens of people.
A junior officer, Eyad alGharib, was convicted last year
of accessory to crimes against
humanity and sentenced by the
Koblenz court to 4½ years in
prison.
Both men were arrested in
Germany in 2019, years after
seeking asylum in the country.
Victims and human rights
groups have said they hope the
verdict will be a first step toward
justice for countless people who
have been unable to file criminal

complaints against officials in
Syria or before the International
Criminal Court.
Since Russia and China have
blocked efforts for the U.N.
Security Council to refer cases
to The Hague-based tribunal,
countries such as Germany that
apply the principle of universal
jurisdiction for serious crimes
will increasingly become the
venue for such trials, experts
say.
“We are starting to see the
fruits of a determined push by
courageous survivors, activists
and others to achieve justice
for horrific atrocities in Syria’s
network of prisons,” said Balkees
Jarrah, associate international
justice director at Human Rights
Watch.
“The verdict is a breakthrough
for Syrian victims and the

German justice system in cracking
the wall of impunity,” she added.
“Other countries should follow
Germany’s lead and actively
bolster efforts to prosecute
serious crimes in Syria.”
The trial is the first of its
kind worldwide and other
courts may cite the verdict and
evidence heard in Koblenz,
said Patrick Kroker, a lawyer
with the European Center for
Constitutional and Human
Rights. The group represented
several victims who under
German law were able to take
part in the proceedings as coplaintiffs.
A key part of the evidence
against Raslan were the
photographs of alleged torture
victims smuggled out of Syria by
a former police officer, who goes
by the alias of Caesar.

U.S Imposes Sanctions After Series Of North Korean Missile Tests
The Biden administration on
Wednesday imposed its first
sanctions over North Korea’s
weapons programmes, following
a series of North Korean missile
launches, including two since last
week.
The sanctions targeted six
North Koreans, one Russian and a
Russian firm Washington said were
responsible for procuring goods for
the programmes from Russia and
China.
The U.S. Treasury said the
steps aimed both to prevent the
advancement of North Korea’s
programs and to impede its attempts
to proliferate weapons technologies.
The United States also proposed
that five of those individuals be
blacklisted by the United Nations
Security Council, which would need
consensus agreement by the body’s
15-member North Korea sanctions
committee.
The administration of U.S.
President Joe Biden has sought
unsuccessfully to engage Pyongyang

in dialogue to persuade it to give up
its nuclear bombs and missiles since
taking office in January last year.
U.S. State Department spokesman
Ned Price said the United States
remained committed to pursuing
diplomacy with North Korea.
“What we have seen in recent days
... only underscores our belief that
if we are going to make progress,
that we will need to engage in that
dialogue,” he told a regular news
briefing.
The Treasury Department said
the sanctions followed six North
Korean ballistic missile launches since
September, each of which violated
U.N. Security Council resolutions.
Undersecretary of the Treasury for
Terrorism and Financial Intelligence,
Brian Nelson said the moves targeted
North Korea’s “continued use of
overseas representatives to illegally
procure goods for weapons.”
North Korea’s latest launches were
“further evidence that it continues to
advance prohibited programs despite
the international community’s calls
for diplomacy and denuclearization,”

Nelson said in a statement.
It said the State Department had
designated Russia-based North
Korean, Choe Myong Hyon, Russian
national, Roman Anatolyevich
Alar and the Russian firm, Parsek
LLC for “activities or transactions
that have materially contributed
to the proliferation of weapons of
mass destruction or their means of
delivery.”
It said Choe Myong Hyon, a
Vladivostok-based representative of
North Korea’s Second Academy of
Natural Sciences, SANS, had worked
to procure telecommunicationsrelated equipment from Russia.
Four China-based North Korean
representatives of SANS-subordinate
organisations, Sim Kwang Sok, Kim
Song Hun, Kang Chol Hak and Pyon
Kwang Chol, and one other Russiabased North Korean, O Yong Ho, were
also targeted.
Sim Kwang Sok, based in Dalian,
had worked to procure steel alloys
and Kim Song Hun, who was based
in Shenyang, software and chemicals,
Treasury said.

In a statement, U.S. Secretary of
State Anthony Blinken said that
between at least 2016 and 2021, O
Yong Ho had worked with Parsek
LLC and Alar, the firm’s director
for development, to procure
multiple goods with ballistic missile
applications, including Kevlar thread,
aramid fiber, aviation oil, ball bearings
and precision milling machines.
Blinken said Alar also provided
O Yong Ho with instructions for
creating solid rocket fuel mixtures.
“The procurement and supply
relationship between O Yong Ho,
Roman Anatolyevich Alar, and
Parsek LLC is a key source of missileapplicable goods and technology for
the DPRK’s missile programme,” his
statement said.
It also said O Yong Ho had worked
to procure items including aramid
fiber, stainless steel tubes and ball
bearings from “third countries” it
did not name.
North Korea’s U.N. mission, Russia
and China’s embassies in Washington
and the Russian firm did not respond
to requests for comment.
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NATO, Russia Fail To
Resolve ‘Significant
Differences’
Second of three diplomatic
engagements
scheduled
this week between Western
powers and Russia yielded no
meaningful breakthroughs on
Wednesday, but appeared to
buy some time for NATO allies
still wary of a Russian military
invasion of Ukraine.
Speaking in Brussels after
a four-hour meeting of the
NATO-Russia Council on
Wednesday, NATO SecretaryGeneral, Jens Stoltenberg
said the talks between the 30
NATO members and Moscow
were “not easy,” and that the
risk for armed conflict in
Europe remained “real.”
“We had a very serious
and direct exchange on the
situation in and around
Ukraine and the implications
for European security. There
are significant differences
between NATO allies and
Russia on these issues,”
Stoltenberg said.
“Our differences will not
be easy to bridge, but it is a
positive sign that all NATO
allies and Russia sat down
around the same table and
engaged on substantive
topics”, he added.
Both Stoltenberg and
Deputy Secretary of State,
Wendy Sherman, who led the
U.S. delegation to the talks
and spoke at a separate press
conference, said NATO allies
proposed a number of areas
where dialogue with Russia
could continue, including on
increasing the transparency
of
military
exercises,
reducing space and cyber
threats, and addressing arms
control and nonproliferation.
The Russian delegation said
it was “not ready” to commit
to future talks, Stoltenberg
said, but indicated a “general
willingness” to continue
diplomatic engagement.
The central impasse, the
issue of Ukraine’s accession
to NATO, was unresolved.
Stoltenberg
repeatedly
said there would be no
compromise on NATO’s “core
principle” that every nation
could choose its own path.
Sherman reiterated, as
she did following Monday’s
bilateral talks in Geneva, that
neither the U.S. nor NATO
allies would agree that the
alliance could not expand
to include Ukraine or any
other country that met its
membership criteria.
“We were basically saying
to the Russians, some of the
things you put on the table
are nonstarters for us”, she
said.
There was also no
indication
that
Russia
would draw down its troops
along the Ukrainian border,
Sherman said.
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Lassa Fever: A Resurging Killer
BY CHIKA MEFOR-NWACHUKWU

Lassa fever was first discovered in a
town called Lassa in Borno State, Nigeria
in 1969. The disease is now relatively
common in West African countries of
Liberia, Sierra Leone, Ghana, Guinea even
North African Libya.
The fever is a viral infection caused by
the Lassa fever virus. The virus is primarily
transmitted to humans via contact with
excreta from rats. The disease occurs
throughout the year, but more cases are
recorded during the dry season.
Lassa fever is spread through direct
contact with urine, faeces, saliva or blood
of infected rats, eating food or drinking
water contaminated with urine, faeces,
saliva or blood of infected rats, through
person to person contact with blood,
urine, saliva, throat secretion or semen
of an infected person.
It can also be contacted through
touching of floors, beddings and
household materials contaminated with
urine, faeces, saliva or blood of rats or an
infected person.
Health experts explained that because
the symptoms of Lassa fever are so varied
and non-specific, clinical diagnosis is
often difficult, especially early in the
course of the disease. Lassa fever is
difficult to distinguish from other viral
haemorrhagic fevers such as Ebola virus
disease as well as other diseases that
cause fever, including malaria, shigellosis,
typhoid fever and yellow fever.
According to data from WHO, the
incubation period of Lassa fever ranges
from 6 to 21 days. It added that the onset
of the disease, when it is symptomatic,
is usually gradual, starting with fever,
general weakness, and malaise.
“After a few days, headache, sore throat,
muscle pain, chest pain, nausea, vomiting,
diarrhea, cough, and abdominal pain may
follow. In severe cases facial swelling,

fluid in the lung cavity, bleeding from the
mouth, nose, vagina or gastrointestinal
tract and low blood pressure may develop.
“Protein may be noted in the urine.
Shock, seizures, tremor, disorientation,
and coma may be seen in the later stages.
Deafness occurs in 25% of patients who
survive the disease. In half of these cases,
hearing returns partially after one to
three months. Transient hair loss and gait
disturbance may occur during recovery”
it said.
Every year, there are always cases of
Lassa fever infection. The Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention, the
national public health agency of the
United States estimates that 100,000 to
300,000 infections of Lassa fever occur
annually, with approximately 5,000
deaths.
Nigeria is not left out in the counts.
According to the Nigeria Centre for
Disease Control, NCDC, Nigeria has
recorded 102 Lassa fever deaths from
a total cumulatively from week 1-52 of
2021 in 38 Local Government Areas,
LGAs of 17 States.
NCDC in its Lassa fever Situation
Report,
EpiWeek52:27December–
2January,2021 said that the affected

“

Protein may be noted in
the urine. Shock, seizures,
tremor, disorientation,
and coma may be seen in
the later stages. Deafness
occurs in 25% of patients
who survive the disease

states include Edo (212), Ondo (175),
Bauchi (39), Taraba (22), Ebonyi (18),
Plateau (9), Benue (8), Kaduna (8), Enugu
(5), Nasarawa (3), Kogi (3), FCT (3), Cross
River (1), Imo (1), Anambra (1), Delta (1),
and Abia (1).
It explained that in Week 52 ,December
27, 2021, to January 2, 2022, three new
deaths were recorded, even as the number
of new confirmed cases decreased from
29 in week 51, 2021 to 28 cases.
“These were reported from Ondo, Edo,
Bauchi, Kaduna and Taraba States and
the Federal Capital Territory ,FCT.
“Cumulatively from week 1 to week
52, 2021, 102 deaths have been reported
with a Case Fatality Rate ,CFR, of 20.0
percent which is lower than the CFR
for the same period in 2020 ,20.7%”, it
stated
The Center added that in total for
2021, 17 States have recorded at least
one confirmed case across 68 Local
Government Areas.
Three states: Edo 42%, Ondo 34%, and
Bauchi 8% accounted for 84% of all the
cases.
Also, Edo with 15 deaths, 2,725
suspected cases and 212 confirmed cases
is the most affected state. It is followed
by Ondo, 47 deaths, 1,006 suspected
cases and 175 confirmed cases, and
Bauchi, 12, 164 cases and 39 deaths.
The other most affected states are
Taraba, Ebonyi, Plateau, Benue, Kaduna,
Enugu and Nasarawa.
While NCDC stated that it has alerted
states involved, it assured that the
national Lassa fever multi-partner and
multi-sectoral Technical Working Group
,TWG, have continued to coordinate the
response activities at all levels.
Heath experts however say that to
fight the disease, all hands must be on
deck.
To prevent the illness, a medical
doctor, Dr John Udegbe urged Nigerians
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to promote good community hygiene to
discourage rodents from entering homes.
He also advised that effective measures
of keeping rats away from home include
storing grain and other foodstuffs in
rodent-proof containers, disposing of
garbage far from the home, maintaining
clean households and keeping cats.
If a family member is affected, other
members are advised to be careful to avoid
contact with blood and body fluids of the
sick person.
Also, in the health-care settings, staff
are advised to always apply standard
infection prevention and control
precautions when caring for patients,
regardless of their presumed diagnosis.
An advisory statement by the NCDC
urged health workers to ensure basic
hand hygiene, respiratory hygiene,
use of personal protective equipment,
safe injection practices and safe burial
practices.
“Health-care workers caring for
patients with suspected or confirmed
Lassa fever should apply extra infection
control measures to prevent contact
with the patient’s blood and body fluids
and contaminated surfaces or materials
such as clothing and bedding. When
in close contact ,within one metre, of
patients with Lassa fever, health-care
workers should wear face protection
,a face shield or a medical mask and
goggles, a clean, non-sterile long-sleeved
gown, and gloves ,sterile gloves for some
procedures;.Laboratory workers are also
at risk. Samples taken from humans and
animals for investigation of Lassa virus
infection should be handled by trained
staff and processed in suitably equipped
laboratories under maximum biological
containment conditions”, it said.
Anyone with symptoms like fever,
general weakness, and malaise is also
advised to rush to the nearest hospital
or clinic.
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From left: Minister of State for Finance, Budget and National Planning, Clement Agba; Minister of Information, Alhaji Lai Mohammed; Secretary to the Government of the Federation, Boss
Mustapha; Vice President Yemi Osinbajo and Head of the Civil Service of the Federation, Dr Folasade Yemi–Esan, during Special Lecture on Leadership Enhancement and Development
Programme (LEAD-P) at the Transcorp Hilton Hotel in Abuja, yesterday.
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More Economic Hardship For Minna Residents As Govt Demolish Houses
Paid compensation to Sauka-Kahuta land owners

BY SAMSON ALFA, MINNA

As the economy continues to bite harder in
the country, the Niger State Government
destroyed houses worth over one billion
naira at Sauka kahuta in Minna.
It was on the 24th of December that
the Niger state government rolled out
Bulldozers to demolish houses at Sauka
kahuta mandela road Minna.
AljazirahNigeria reports that the Deputy
Governor, Alh Ahmed Mohammed Ketso
was at the land allegedly belonging to the
natives of Sauka kahuta and threatened to
deal decisively with anyone found at the
site.
According to the report, the deputy
governor was at the site in the early hours
of yesterday following the judgement by
the Court of Appeal and he ordered the
demolition of the houses.
AljazirahNigeria was at the site located
at the Mandela road behind the building
materials market and meet the affected
people wearing long faces and many
shedding tears as a result of the losses
incurred.
At the site there are over 50 buildings both
completed and others under construction
and the land was said to belong to the Alh
Nakorji family native of Sauka kahuta.
According to one Abdulmalik Garba who
spoke on behalf of the Nakorji family told
AljazirahNigeria that in 2015 the Nakorji
family filed a suit at the High court 2, in
Minna presided over by Justice Aliyu
Mayaki and the judgement was delivered in
November 2018 in favour of Nakorji family.

Designs pension, salary platform

The judgement spelt out that hence
there is no proof that the compensation
has been paid, it ordered that all the
transactions including the C of O issued
by the government be considered null and
void.
The judgement by the Appeal Court
shall stop us from filing another suit at the
Supreme Court, to justify our claims Garba
re-emphasised.
Speaking in his office, the Commissioner
for Lands, Barr Moukhtar Ibrahim Nasale
said the government has paid compensation
hundred percent to land owners of disputed
Sauka kahuta residents’. Nasale further
explained that the government has paid
compensation to the affected people since
1984.
According to the commissioner the 144
hectares of land belongs to the Natives but
the government acquired the land for the
purpose of industrial layout and all are
compensated except the Nakorji family.
It was based on the judgement that
some natives who earlier benefited from
the compensation in 1984 resorted to
indiscriminate selling of plots to individuals.
He said before the government acquired
the land, it followed normal due process
by identifying all the owners of the lands,
organised a meeting with them at the site
and notified them of the intention of the
government to acquire the land.
To buttress his facts, the commissioner
displayed a list attached with photographs
of individuals with signatures, and
explained that the Land Use Act Section 28
empowered the government over the entire

land through due process in acquiring the
lands.
The purpose of the government to acquire
the lands is for the industrial layout since
1984, before now the government provided
road network and water facilities but were
destroyed after the judgement by the High
Court sitting in Minna”.
In view of this, the government decided to
file a suit at the appeal court and judgement
was delivered, therefore the government
had no option than to roll out Bulldozers to
remove the structures at the site to guide
against further breakdown of law and order
by land speculators”.
“I challenged anyone with C of O or building
plan approval to bring it to my office for
payment of compensation”, the commissioner
queried.
In a related development, Niger State
Government is gearing to design a Pension
and Salary Platform and would bring everyone
pensioner on board the platform.
Governor Abubakar Sani Bello disclosed this
at a round table stakeholder’s discussion in
Minna, represented by the Deputy Governor
Ahmed Mohammed Ketso explained that
local governments in the State cannot pay
salaries. He tasked LG principal staff to
tackle irregularities in salaries, and pension
of workers.
There is a need for all the principal staff
across the 25 local government areas to work
together towards finding lasting solutions to
the irregularities in salaries and pension of
Local government workers”.
According to the governor, the government
has been accused of being part of the problem

of nonpayment of salary and pension to local
governments.
The new pension platform will bring
everyone into the system to either agree with
the new system or continue to do what you are
used to or face the law when you are caught”.
He lamented that many of the councils in
the state cannot pay salaries of workers due to
over bloating of their wage Bill which resulted
in no execution of projects except assistance
from the state government.
It is unfortunate that a worker will retire
from service or die in active service and his/
her benefits will be delayed for five to six years,
majorly caused by the desk officers of Local
government, the governor decried.
In view of this, the government is now
committed to settle all irregularities in
emoluments, pension and promotion of local
government civil servants”.
Already government have some names of
those who do not want the system to work,
because of their selfish interest, the problem
was created by all stakeholders and solution
must be proffered from all the stakeholders”
Speaking at the forum, the secretary to
the state government, Alh. Ahmed Ibrahim
matane, said during the last verification
exercise of pensioners, it was discovered that
some pensioners were dead but their pension
was still running, some have retired from
service, but still receiving both salary and
pension. Even as some retired from service
for years without being paid a pension.
Some local government workers have stayed
longer than necessary without promotion,
adding that promoting them will motivate
them to put in their best.
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Firm Gets Int’l
Recognition For
Committing To ESG
Principle
BY JOEL AJAYI

Green Sahara Farms has
gotten
international
recognition for committing
to
implementing
the
Environment, Social and
Governance Principles , ESG.
The principle ensures that
it’s systems and processes
are in tandem with the
sustainable
development
goals,
farmers get fair
pricing and more value from
their efforts while practicing
sustainable management of
natural resources to protect
the environment.
In recognition of their
commitment to the ESG
Principle, GSF has been
shortlisted by the global
alliance for a bio economy led
by the Prince of Wales as the
only the Nigerian company to
participate at the Living Labs
for Nature and People Event
to be held at the Dumfries
House, Scotland on January
19.
The farm over the past
10years has been working
nationwide particularly in
Plateau, Nasarawa, Yobe ,
Gombe Adamawa and Kastina
States.
Rather than deplete the
environment from where
they produce crops, GSF
has been guiding rural
communities through agroforestry by creating a source
of livelihood for the farmers
through planting of trees and
other cover crops to improve
livelihoods on the back of a
bio-economy.
The Managing Director
GSF, Suleiman Dikwa while
speaking with newsmen in
Abuja disclosed that in the
last 10years they had planted
250,000 economic trees in the
communities where they are
working, adding that their
plan is to plant 25million trees
and lift about 84000people
out of poverty.
According to him “Due
to our commitment to ESG,
our purpose is not limited to
making profit but also social
and environmental impact
being the underlying essence
of our business”.
He said “Under the
ESG, the farmers get more
value for their crop and
the environment is more
protected. In essence we are
making a commitment to
creating an innovative and
conducive environment for
our workers to evolve, develop
sustainable solutions for the
farmers and protect the
environment ”.
Dikwa stated that with the
Green Tree Thrift program,
farmers can earn a minimum
of N3million annually
through planting of economic
trees, GSF has been providing
each household in these
communities where they
work with 300 nurseries to
plant trees.

Ahmed

Workers Kick As FG Plans To Borrow
N620bn From Pension Funds
BY LADI PATRICK

Federal
Government
is
planning to source $1.5bn ,
N620bn, loan from Pension
Funds to support its proposed
N7.73 trn investment in
transport infrastructure over
the next five years.
Specifically, the government
is seeking to obtain the facility
to finance transport sector
projects between 2021 and
2025, hoping that the over
N13trn Pension Funds will
grow at an average rate of 15%
per annum during the period.
These were contained in the
Federal Government’s ‘National
Development Plan 2021-2025:
Volume I’, which was launched
recently.
The Federal Government
also revealed in the NDP
document that the N7.73trn
infrastructure spending would
be sourced from the capital
market, the Presidential
Infrastructure Development
Fund portfolio, Pension Funds,
among others.
The government, however,
said the proposed N620bn
facility would be based on the
willingness of Pension Funds

Administrators, PFAs, to invest
in the transportation sector.
The NDP document read in
part, “An additional $1.5bn
,N620bn, could be sourced
from pension funds, assuming
Nigeria’s pension funds assets
valued at over $31.3bn in
2019 grows at an average rate
of 15% per annum over the
five years and pensions funds
administrators opt to invest
in infrastructure funds and
infrastructure bonds up to the
thresholds they are allowed to
do”.
The National Development
Plan describes transportation
as vital to the economy, noting
that it underpins development,
delivers improvements in
quality of life, and enables
effective governance.
As such, the government
said in the plan that it would
upgrade the current transport
infrastructure to a wellintegrated multi-modal and
intermodal transport system
that is economically efficient,
socially
equitable,
and
environmentally sustainable.
The NDP further read in
part, “To achieve the goals

outlined in the transportation
sector, the estimated public
investment is N7.73tn from
2021 to 2025. Allocations will
be made to priority projects in
the sector as well as projects
essential to the operations of
the relevant MDAs at each level
of government.
“In
addition,
the
transportation sector plan and
the infrastructure master plan
have identified some available
funding options. Aside from
the public sector capital
budget expenditure sources,
the following options are
available to the government:
Capital market-raising the sum
of N100bn on an annual basis
via the sovereign Sukuk bonds.
This will amount to a sum of
N500bn that will be available
for the funding of critical
road projects. The Presidential
Infrastructure Development
Fund portfolio managed by the
Nigeria Sovereign Investment
Authority: The sum of $321m
was made available to this fund
from the proceeds of the last
tranche of the ‘Abacha loot’ that
was recovered. The proceeds
of the fund will be applied to

finance the execution of the
Lagos–Ibadan Expressway,
Abuja – Kaduna – Kano
Expressway and the 2nd Niger
Bridge.
“The Central Bank of
Nigeria is putting together
an infrastructure company in
collaboration with the NSIA
and some private capital
funding sources. It is expected
that InfraCo will generate a
total capital asset portfolio of
about $40bn. Over the next
five years, it is expected that
InfraCo can generate up to at
least 55% of its projected total
portfolio ,that is $22.5bn.
According to the document,
with over 200 million people
living across an area of over
900,000 square kilometres,
the nation’s transport sector
currently contributes an
average of 3% to the Gross
Domestic Product.
The sector’s contribution to
the GDP is expected to increase
to 5% in the next 5 to 10 years.
As such, the government said
it would incentivise the private
sector to attract alternative
funding sources to the sector.
However, senior civil

servants and pensioners have
kicked against the plan by the
Federal Government to borrow
$1.5bn ,N620bn, from the
pension funds.
The workers, under the aegis
of the Association of Senior
Civil Servants of Nigeria,
asked the government not
to contemplate the idea,
describing the proposal as
insensitive.
The ASCSN President,
Tommy Okon, said, “Some
pensioners
are
even
complaining about the delay in
certain payments and you are
talking of borrowing from the
pension funds. No sane union
would take that. Anyway, it is
still in the realm of proposal
because we have not received
such a proposal but I believe
they shouldn’t make such a
proposal because no union
would accept that.
The union also berated the
FG on its borrowing spree,
noting that this has put the
nation under pressure.
Okon said, “I also
believe that a very sensible
government would know you
cannot continue to do things
the same way and expect a
different result. They have been
borrowing, putting Nigeria
under pressure.
Also, pensioners under the
aegis of the Nigeria Union
of Pensioners stressed that
the government needed to be
careful about borrowing from
the pension funds.
Reacting to the plan, the
NUP Information Officer, Mr
Bunmi Ogunkolade, noted that
retirees might become stranded
if the government failed to
repay the loan.
Ogunkolade stated, “From
the NUP, we call for caution
on the borrowing plan because
what is happening today may
not happen tomorrow. This
money does not belong to
the government; it belongs
to the workers who will retire
tomorrow. The pension fund
does not even belong to the
workers; it becomes a pension
after the workers might have
retired. So, people in service
today that are contributing
hope to retire one day and
collect the money.

Ecobank Partners Learntor To Support Youths Training In Digital Tech
BY YAHAYA UMAR

Ecobank
Nigeria
in
partnership with Learntor, a
comprehensive Agile Digital
Transformational training
and consultancy company
has provided intensive Digital
Technology training for select
youths being part of the
bank’s youth development
initiative. The training focused
on developing the capacity of
the youths in Agile, Scrum,
Data Analytics, Business
Analysis, Cyber Security, and
Scrum Master Certification.
Speaking during a courtesy
visit by the beneficiaries
to Ecobank Pan African

Centre, EPAC, in Lagos,
Team lead, Youth Banking,
Ecobank Nigeria, Olajuwon
Abayomi explained that
the bank had engaged the
services of Learntor, to
prepare the youths for future
local and international job
opportunities.
According to Mr. Abayomi,
“These skill sets are for the
future, hence, our preference,
to ensure that the youths who
are offered the scholarship by
the bank would be positioned
for relevance in the long
haul. Ten youths from across
different states of the
nation were sponsored after
emerging successful from

an online real time test. The
training was for a period of
three months and at the end,
the awardees undertook the
international Agile Scrum
Master Exam to become
Scrum Masters”.
The Managing Director/
Regional Executive, Ecobank
Nigeria, Patrick Akinwuntan,
said youth empowerment is a
strategic policy of Ecobank,
stressing that it aligns with
the overall long-term vision
of building a world class Pan
African bank that contributes
to the economic and financial
integration of the continent.
Mr Akinwuntan, who
was represented by Head,

Consumer Banking, Korede
Demola-Adeniyi
noted
that “Ecobank Nigeria is
committed to supporting
the youths by offering them
opportunities to upgrade
skills and contribute more to
the economic development of
the country.
“Supporting
capacity
building of youths is one
of several activities to
demonstrate that Ecobank
is a youth friendly financial
institution. We also seek to
empower young people by
offering them convenient,
affordable and accessible
financial services anytime and
anywhere from their mobile

phones, which is their primary
mode of communication”, he
stated.
In her comment, Founder,
Learntor, Mercy GeorgeIgbafe lauded Ecobank’s
youth development initiatives
particularly training and
capacity building, stating
that the awardees were well
trained and equipped with
digital skills that earned them
international certification.
She called on corporate
organizations to emulate
Ecobank, stressing that youth
empowerment will go a long
way to reducing the growing
unemployment rate in the
country.

الجزير نيجيريا
26

economy
Friday, January 14, 2022

www.aljazirahnews.com

ة

Abdullahi

Mixed Reactions As FG Lifts Twitter
Ban, After N546.5bn Losses

BY CYRIL OGAR

After 222 days and economic losses of about
N546.5 billion, the Federal Government has finally
lifted the ban on Twitter operations in Nigeria.
The lifting of the suspension was announced, via
a statement by the Chairman Technical Committee,
Nigeria-Twitter Engagement and Director-General
National Information Technology Development
Agency ,NITDA, Kashifu Inuwa Abdullahi.
Abdullahi said the Federal Government
directed him to inform the public that President
Muhammadu Buhari has approved the lifting
of the ban effective from 12:00 a.m. yesterday
morning.
He said the approval was given following a
memo written to the President by the Minister of
Communications and Digital Economy, Prof Isa
Ali Ibrahim. In the Memo, he said the Minister
updated and requested the President’s approval
for the lifting based on the Technical Committee
Nigeria-Twitter Engagement’s recommendation.
Recall that the Federal Government had
announced the suspension of Twitter operations
on June 4, 2021, after the social media giant
deleted a post by President Buhari for “violation
of the company’s abusive behaviour policy”.
By June 5, 2021, the suspension was
implemented by telecommunications companies
as Nigerians woke up to a Twitter shutdown across
all platforms.
But in his Independence Day anniversary speech
on October 1, 2021, President Buhari sounded like
all outstanding issues had been resolved, directing
the lifting of the suspension if the organisation had
met the government’s conditions. In fact, many
headlines misled readers to believe the unbanning
was with immediate effect.
According to the NetBlocks Cost of Shutdown
Tool, Nigeria lost N104.02 million ($250,600)
every hour to the ban, bringing the daily losses
to N2.46 billion.
By the end of yesterday, it was 5,328 hours in
the 222 days since the social networking site was
blocked, and about N546.5 billion was already lost
by the economy.
A reliable industry source told newsmen
yesterday that it must have been a smart move on
the part of the FG to have lifted the ban because
the Economic Community of West African States
,ECOWAS, Court was expected to deliver a
judgement on the case filed by the Social Economic
Rights and Accountability Project ,SERAP, next
week.
AljazirahNigeria had reported last year that
contrary to claims that there were about 40
million Twitter users, findings revealed that there
were just 3.05 million potential audiences that the

microblogging platform reports could be reached
with adverts on the platform.
According to digital report 2021 by Hootsuite,
a social media and marketing dashboard, Twitter’s
potential advertising audience compared to the
total population aged 13 plus in Nigeria is 2.4%,
while the quarter-on-quarter change in Twitter’s
advertising reach is 17.3%.
The implication of this is that Twitter’s
penetration in the country is still very low
compared to other platforms. Analytically, it
equally means that it is unlikely that these 3.05
million adverts audience would be impacted by the
American company.
While the ban lasted, some Nigerians, including
government officials, were still tweeting. They
circumvented the process by installing Virtual
Private Network , VPN.
VPN is a technology that encrypts your Internet
traffic on unsecured networks to protect your
online identity and hide your details.
Meanwhile, stakeholders have expressed
mixed feelings on the development. While some
commended the move, describing it as a welcome
development, others queried the ban ab initio.
The President, National Association of Telecoms
Subscribers of Nigeria ,NATCOMS, Chief Deolu
Ogunbanjo, said the FG has finally listened to the
voice of appeal and that of the people.
However, Ogunbanjo said after the lifting
and Twitter’s agreement to the conditions, “FG
should not gag the microblogging platform.
They should understand and be ready to listen to
opposing voices, constructive criticisms should be
welcomed”.
On the economic losses, Ogunbanjo said: “We
sympathise with businesses and organisations that
recorded losses, but it is better late than never.
Consolation is that the platform is back, businesses
can run and FG can make money from the planned
taxes on social media platforms.”
Nigerian Coordinator, Alliance for Affordable
Internet ,A4AI, Olusola Teniola, described the
lifting of the ban as timely.
Teniola said: “It appears that FG is now
comfortable with Twitter meeting its conditions
and we trust that going forward continued dialogue
is the norm in ensuring the engagement of the
youth to building a digital economy on a platform
that is highly visible, impactful and global in the
digital social media space”.
Another stakeholder, Kehinde Aluko, also
described the lifting of the ban as commendable,
“but, they ought to have done this long before
now. So many small businesses have crumbled
in Nigeria, after having to cope with a struggling
economy and the impact of COVID-19”.
The Executive Secretary, Association of
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Telecommunications Companies of Nigeria
, ATCON, Ajibola Olude, said it is a welcome
development that FG is lifting the ban after seven
months.
Olude said this has further shown that, “We
have a government that is listening to our advocacy
in the area of deepening technology and ICT for our
national development”.
Telecoms lawyer, Ayoola Oke, however,
expressed a varying opinion. He queried the
rationale behind the ban in the first instance,
asking what FG actually gained from the ban.
He stressed that Twitter didn’t lose anything,
but Nigerians. “FG should tell us what they gained
from the ban. To me, it was just a waste of time.
Studies have shown that at least 98% of Twitter
revenue comes from Europe, America and Asia, the
remaining 2% is from Africa and others. So, the
market is so small.
“Even Donald Trump, the former US President,
tried it but failed. Twitter is just a website for
Twitter just like Nigeria having its own website:
Can another country ban our platform? To me, the
ban was just a wild goose chase!”
Nigerian tweets have also reacted to lifting of the
ban placed on Twitter by the Federal Government
since June 2021.
Reacting to the news, a Twitter user @
Ogbenidipo wrote: “The Twitter ban ruined lives
and destroyed small businesses. It was needless
and unproductive. The government did not achieve
anything banning the platform in Nigeria. I
honestly hope this never happens again”.
@islimfit tweeted: “Holiday is over for Corporate
Nigeria. There’s no hiding anymore. The calling out
for bad services will resume now that the ban has
been lifted. All the financial institutions will hear
it! All the complaints they’ve been dodging while
using the ban as an excuse”.
Lekan Otufodurin, a journalist, tweeted: “I
almost asked some days ago if the government
remembered it suspended the operations of
Twitter in Nigeria. For all they cared, it would
remain suspended for as long as possible. Those
who stayed away are welcome back. Some of us
never left”.
A former Minister of Education, Oby Ezekwesili
asked: “Did @Twitter meet @NigeriaGov’s
conditions? For instance, do they have a Nigerian
office now?”
@DrFunmilayo tweeted: “Government gained
nothing. Achieved nothing. Ruined businesses.
Nigeria has lost about one billion dollars because
a President felt his ego crushed by Twitter.”
@generaloluchi tweeted “My question to Lai
Mohammed now that Twitter has been restored in
Nigeria: Is its interest in Nigeria no longer suspect?
That was what he said in the first week of the ban.

What changed? Is the platform no longer a threat
to Nigeria?”
According to the NITDA DG, yesterday, the
President constituted a seven-man Presidential
Committee to engage Twitter Inc. “Subsequently,
in its wisdom, the Presidential Committee set up
a 20-member Technical Committee comprising all
relevant government agencies.
“The Technical Committee engaged and worked
directly with the Twitter team. The immediate and
remote cause of the suspension was the unceasing
use of the platform by some unscrupulous
elements for subversive purposes and criminal
activities, propagating fake news, and polarising
Nigerians along tribal and religious lines, among
others.
“These issues bordering on national security,
cohesion and the effects of the abuse of the Twitter
platform forced the FGN to suspend the operation
of Twitter to address the direct and collateral issues
around its operations in Nigeria.
“The new global reality is that digital platforms
and their operators wield enormous influence over
the fabric of our society, social interaction and
economic choices. These platforms can be used as
either a tool or a weapon. Every nation is grappling
with how to balance its usage efficiently. Without
balancing, every citizen’s security, privacy, social
well-being and development are at stake. Therefore,
our action is a deliberate attempt to recalibrate
our relationship with Twitter to achieve the
maximum mutual benefits for our nation without
jeopardising the justified interests of the company.
Our engagement has been very respectful, cordial
and successful.
“The process of resolving this impasse between
the FGN and Twitter Inc. has helped lay a
foundation for a mutually beneficial future with
endless possibilities. Twitter is a platform of choice
for many Nigerians ranging from young innovators
to public sector officials who find it helpful to
engage their audience.
“Therefore, our engagement will help Twitter
improve and develop more business models to
cover a broader area in Nigeria. Furthermore,
the FGN looks forward to providing a conducive
environment for Twitter and other global tech
companies to achieve their potential and be
sustainably profitable in Nigeria”, the statement
reads.
While appreciating Nigerians, especially the
vibrant youths, who have borne with the long wait
to resolve this impasse, the government said it is
happy to say that the gains made from the shared
national sacrifice are immeasurable.
According to FG, some of the gains include,
ongoing economic and training opportunities as
the company continues to consider expanding its
presence in Nigeria; getting a better understanding
of how to use the Twitter platform effectively to
improve businesses; revenue generation from
the operation of Twitter in Nigeria; smooth
and coordinated relationship between Nigerian
government; and Twitter leading to mutual trust;
reduction of cybercriminal activities such as
terrorism, cyber stalking, hate speech, etc, and
working with Twitter and other global companies
to build an acceptable code of conduct following
the global best practice.
FG said it asked Twitter to fulfill some
conditions before restoring its services, stressing
that these conditions addressed legal registration
of operations, taxation, and managing prohibited
publication in line with Nigerian laws.
According to FG, Twitter has agreed to meet all
the conditions set for it. Consequently, the FGN
and Twitter have decided on an execution timeline,
which has started this week.
FG said its engagement with Twitter opens a
new chapter in global digital diplomacy and sets a
new operational template for Twitter to come back
stronger for the benefit of Nigerians.
According to the statement, the agreed
resolutions are as follows: Twitter is committed
to establishing a legal entity in Nigeria during the
first quarter of 2022. The legal entity will register
with the Corporate Affairs Commission ,CAC. The
establishment of the entity is Twitter’s first step
in demonstrating its long-term commitment to
Nigeria.
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The Convener of Project One, Mrs Bisayi Busari-Akinnadeju (5th L); APC Progressive Youth Movement Chairperson, Princess Zahra Audu (4th L); and others during the Inauguration of
Project-One Leadership Club in 9 public secondary schools in FCT, Abuja, yesterday. PHOTO: ABDUL AHMED/TA/ NAN

APC Largest Party In Africa – Buni
BY CALEB ISHAYA

Chairman,
Caretaker/Extraordinary
Convention Planning Committee, CECPC,
of the ruling All Progressives Congress,
APC, Governor Mai Mala Buni of Yobe
State, said the party is now the largest
political party in the whole of Africa after
its recent membership registration and
revalidation exercise recorded 41 million

registered members.
Buni, who made this disclosure while
hosting top party members in Damaturu,
the state capital on Thursday, said the
ruling APC currently has over 40 million
registered party members, going by the
validation exercise and records obtained
from the Independent National Electoral
Commission, INEC.
“The APC conducted a very successful

membership registration and revalidation
exercise. We now have over 41 million
registered members across the country,
with full details of every member”, the
Governor noted.
“The APC remains Africa’s largest
political party and Nigeria’s ruling party
with a population that will always win
elections”.
He noted that the APC had not succeeded

in fulfilling its promise to stem the rising
tide of terrorists and bandits’ atrocities,
blamed past regimes for the insecurity
situation in the country.
“Sadly, the country is facing serious
security challenges because the nation’s
security forces were left ill-equipped by
successive administrations, while poverty
and illiteracy bred a population ready for
recruitment into criminal activities”.

PDP Screens Six Aspirants For Osun Governorship

The Peoples Democratic Party , PDP, on
Wednesday screened six aspirants for the Osun
Governorship Election, scheduled for July 16.
Mohammed Adoke, Chairman, Osun PDP
Governorship Screening Committee, disclosed
this while speaking with newsmen at the
party’s national secretariat in Abuja.
Adoke said that all the six aspirants who
turned out for the screening exercise screened,
adding that the screening was transparent and
fair.
He said, “We ensured that we executed the
mandate given to us by the party. We ensured
that we worked with the dictates of our
conscience and dictates of fairness.
“As a party in opposition preparing to win
the next election, we ensured we built the

necessary trust within party members so that
we can work in tandem with our objective,
which is to win the Osun election”.
AljazirahNigeria in a chat with all the
aspirants shortly after they were screened,
expressed satisfaction in the process and
confidence in the committee, saying they were
optimistic of scaling through.
An aspirant, Akin Ogunbiyi, expressed hope
that the PDP would win Osun, saying the
people of the state were waiting for the party
to take over power in the state.
Ogunbiyi said that if given the mandate, he
would change the narrative of tagging Osun as
a state of civil servants, teachers and farmers,
to an industrialised state.
“Osun is ready for the PDP. When I win the

election, my administration will pursue purely
agricultural- based industrialisation.
“Osun should be able to feed, if not the
entire nation, at least the South-west”,
Ogunbiyi said.
Ogunbiyi expressed dissatisfaction with the
performance of the Osun State in the West
African Senior School Certificate Examination
results, WASSCE, in recent times, saying that
was below expectation.
He stressed the need for free education as
well as harnessing the mining sector for the
development of the state.
Another aspirant, Omirin Oluseye, who
pledged to stay with the party irrespective of
the outcome of the party’s primary election,
also advised his colleagues to stay and work

for the success of the party in Osun.
“As far as I am concerned, I am a party man.
I have joined this party since inception and I
am one of the founding fathers of this party”,
Oluseye said.
On his part, Alhaji Abdulfatai Akinbade,
expressed support for a consensus candidate
to ensure that a wrong person does not win
the PDP’s ticket, saying that the party could
not afford to lose its chances this time.
Akinbade, who described himself as
the most qualified aspirant for the party’s
ticket, said he was an experienced politician,
administrator, former commissioner and
former secretary to the government of the
state. “I know where the shoe pinches. I know
every nook and cranny of the state”, he said.
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PDP Senator Commends Zulum
For Exemplary Leadership

BY AHMAD IBRAHIM

Ahead of 2023 general elections, a stalwart
of the All Progressives Congress, APC,
in Kwara, State Alhaji lbrahim TajudeenOnilu, has appealed to the party factions in
the state to close ranks in the interest of the
masses.
Tajudeen-Onilu, founder of the APC Onilu
Forum, made the appeal in a statement
issued in Ilorin yesterday.
The APC stalwart noted that no remarkable
development could be attained in the State in
an atmosphere of rancour, acrimony, hatred
and other negative tendencies.
The statement advised the elders and all
aggrieved factions within the party in the
State’s three Senatorial districts to enter
into a dialogue with a view to resolving the
lingering crisis. “I, Ibrahim Tajudeen-Onilu,
appeal to the two factions of the APC in
Kwara State to put amicable settlement to
the rift in the interest of the people of the
State”, the statement said.
Tajudeen-Onilu noted that the Kwara
project would not achieve the intended
purpose when the elders and leadership of
the party were at loggerheads.
“I appeal to our governor, Mallam
AbdulRahman AbdulRasaq, the Minister
of Information and Culture, Alhaji Lai
Mohammed, and other aggrieved members,
to close ranks by settling their differences”,
Tajudeen-Onilu pleaded.
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BY HASSAN JIRGI, MAIDUGURI

Chieftain of the Peoples Democratic Party,
Senator Abba Moro, representing Benue
South Senatorial district has described

the Governor of Borno State, Babagana
Umara Zulum, as an inspiration whose
exemplary leadership has made Nigerians
to wish for more leaders like him.
Senator Moro spoke in Maiduguri when

Zulum

the Senate Committee on Army, which
he is part of, visited the Government
House in Maiduguri, while in Borno to
assess activities of the army and security
situation.
“For those of us in the struggle, you
,Governor Zulum, are an inspiration. And
as a silent admirer of your leadership, it
is an understatement to say that you are
leading by example. Aside from me, I
know that many Nigerians admire you,
because the bane of our society today is
how to harness and manage the resources
at our disposal for the benefits of the
greatest number of the Nigerian people”.
According to him, “If there is one
leader that Nigerians would mention
who has assumed a position and refused
to be overwhelmed by challenges of
that position, it is you , Zulum. By your
exemplary leadership, Nigerians wish that
we have more of you in Nigeria today”,
Senator Abba Moro said.
It was gathered that the Senate
Committee on the Army led by its
chairman, Senator Mohammed Ali
Ndume, was on a courtesy call to
Governor Zulum.
The senator commended him for
supporting the army to the extent
that commanding officers publicly
acknowledge that they get much support
without asking the governor.

Fayose Condemns Attack On Ekiti PDP Secretariat
Ekiti State former Gov Ayodele Fayose
has condemned the alleged attack on the
Peoples Democratic Party, PDP, secretariat
in the state.
Fayose, in a statement he personally
signed and made available to newsmen
in Ado-Ekiti yesterday, called on security
agencies to apprehend and prosecute the

perpetrators and their likely sponsors.
He said that it was strange and ridiculous
that anyone in the State could still be
engaging in such a criminal act.
According to him, this will be the last as
far as the PDP facility is concerned.
“My attention has just been drawn to
the attack on the Peoples Democratic Party

,PDP, secretariat in Ekiti State by yet-to-be
identified thugs.
“The police must unravel those behind it
and be made to face the full wrath of the
law.
“And to those behind this, they are
reminded that nobody knows the end of
violence and nobody has a monopoly of
violence too. They must be careful not to
attempt it any further.
“This will be the last time such will
happen to any of the PDP facilities or our

members in Ekiti, and those agents of
violence and their sponsors, wherever they
may be, are hereby warned.
“On this one, we have taken the hint and
we won’t be intimidated by cowards”, he
said.
When I contacted the State Police Public
Relations Officer, Mr Sunday Abutu, he said
that his office had yet to be notified of the
attack.
He, however, promised to get back to me
when he might have been officially briefed.

Pioneer Chairman of the All Progressive
Congress, APC, Chief Letep Dabang
and other bigwigs of the party, have
resolved to join the Peoples Democratic
Party, PDP.
The aggrieved APC chieftains
reached the resolution tagged “Great
Movement” at a meeting held in Barkin
Ladi on Wednesday evening.
The resolution signed by Mr Manji
Danladi and made available to newsmen
on Thursday morning indicated that the
meeting was chaired by Dabang.
Dabang said that more than 150
representatives of the aggrieved party
men and women across the 17 local
governments of Plateau State met and
brainstormed on the way forward.
“After an intensive deliberation, the
group unanimously and unequivocally
agreed to resign their membership of

the ruling party, the APC.
Notable personalities at the meeting
were former speaker, Plateau State
House of Assembly, PLHA, Mr Peter Azi,
another former speaker, PLHA, Joshua
Madaki and Mr Henry Yunkwap, former
majority leader, PLHA.
Others were Dr Kuden Kamshak, Gov.
Simon Lalong’s former Commissioner
for Health, Mr Isaac Kwallu, former
Executive Chairman of Quanpan Local
Government Area and Chief Binkur
Binkur, former Plateau APC Assistant
Secretary.
Also present at the meeting were
Alhaji Ustaz Ibrahim, former Plateau
APC Financial Secretary, Mr. Alex
Pam, former Plateau APC Youth Leader
and Mr Nicholas Vongsing, former
Chairman, Langtang South Local
Government Area, among others.

Ex-Plateau APC Chair,
Others Set To Join PDP

Fayose
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APC Hails
Buhari ‘s Stance
On Twitter
BY CALEB ISHAYA

Ruling All Progressives Congress,
the APC,
has applauded
President Muhammadu Buhari
and patriotic Nigerians for
standing firm against the
interference of Twitter Inc. in
Nigeria’s internal and national
security affairs.
A statement signed by Sen.
John James Akpanudoedehe
National Secretary.
APC Caretaker/Extraordinary
Convention
Planning
Committee, CECPC, Said
Mr. President stood up for
the sovereignty of Nigeria
until Twitter acceded to all
six demands of the Federal
Government.
Akpanudoedehe
also
applauded Twitter for allowing
good reason and common
interest to prevail by agreeing to
open their office in Nigeria.
“This is a win-win for all parties
and will create jobs and gainful
opportunities for Nigerians in
the global digital space”.
“By also agreeing to enroll
Nigeria in its Partner Support
and Law Enforcement Portals,
Twitter has demonstrated its
commitment to help Nigeria
fight crime and criminals on
their platforms who violate both
Twitter rules and Nigeria’s laws”.
“Our party, therefore, applauds
the decision by Mr. President to
lift the suspension on Twitter’s
activities in Nigeria, we encourage
our supporters to return to the
platform and continue to spread
the achievements of President
Buhari and our great party”.
“Still, we should not rest on
our oars. Russia has VKontakte
,VK, China has Weibo, among
several homegrown social media
platforms. Nigerians talented
in the development of social
media/software applications are
challenged to develop homegrown
applications that can rival existing
social media platforms and meet
the needs of Nigerians”.
The party charges operators of
social media pages to use their
platforms to check divisive and
inciting rhetoric, particularly in
Nigeria.

Akpanudoedehe

Lukman

Non-Conduct Of Convention Taking Toll On APC – Lukman
FROM COVER PAGE

Lukman added that with such
approval, the responsibility of
the CECPC was to go ahead and
start organising the convention.
He also noted that with
almost two months after the
president’s approval for the APC
National Convention to hold in
February, the CECPC was yet to
issue notice for the convention
to stakeholders.
“Not even the Independent
National Electoral Commission
,INEC, which by the provision of
the Electoral Act as amended, is
required to be given at least 21-

day notice’’, Lukman said.
He added that by not
announcing the date and venue
for the convention the CECPC
was promoting speculations
around the APC National
Convention.
“For whatever reasons, it
would appear that the leadership
of CECPC is enjoying all the
public speculations maligning
governors and some senior
leaders of the party as working
to stop the national convention
from holding in February.
“This is most unfortunate.
The truth must be told, the
responsibility of organising the

February 2022 APC National
Convention rests squarely with
the CECPC’’, he said.
He said the first challenge in
addressing the party`s leadership
issues was to ensure that the
CECPC had no option but to
organise the national convention
in February as decided based on
the consultations that had taken
place.
“The CECPC should also stop
claiming that it is waiting for
the meeting of Progressive
Governors before it takes all the
necessary decisions to commence
the process of organising the
convention.

“Such a claim is not only
dishonest but also taking
the support of Progressive
Governors
for
granted’’,
Lukman said.
He said that progressive
governors, like all party
members, would not associate
themselves with any act of
disrespect to decisions validly
taken in consultations with
President Buhari. “They will
not take the responsibility
of actions or inactions of the
CECPC. Every responsibility
of organising the convention
is vested with the CECPC’’, he
said.

Soludo Appoints Ezekwesili, Others As Transition Team
Anambra State Governor-elect,
Professor Chukwuma Soludo, has
listed an 80-man transition team
that will take care of his swearing
in into office scheduled for March
17, 2022.
A statement released by Soludo’s
Media Aide, Joe Anatune said the
former Minister of Education, Dr
Oby Ezekwesili will serve as the
chairperson. Others that made
the list include Prof Benedict
Oramah, Prof Pat Utomi and Mr
Osita Chidoka.
“The Transition Committee
which will liaise with a team set
up by the Government of Anambra
State is to ensure a seamless
transition from the Governor
Willie Obiano’s administration to
a Chukwuma Charles Soludo-led
administration as from March 17,
2022”.

“It said the full terms of
reference for the Committee as
well as its mode of operation will
be communicated during the

Soludo

inauguration/first plenary sessions
scheduled for January 19 to 22,
2022 at the Golden Tulip ,Agulu
Lake, Hotel, Anambra State” .

Ezekwesili

The members are also expected
to arrive on Wednesday, January
19 while the inauguration and first
plenary starts on the 20th.
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Stella Oduah Not Missing In Action
Stella Oduah Ogiemwonyi (née
Oduah; born 5 January 1962), is a
Nigerian Senator and former Minister
of Aviation. She was confirmed to
the ministerial post and sworn in
on July 2, 2011and was deployed to
the Ministry of Aviation on July 4,
2011. She was however relieved of
her duties as Minister of Aviation on
12 February 2014. She was also active
in the political campaign of former
President Goodluck Jonathan, where
she served as his campaign’s Director
of Administration and Finance.
In 2013, she was one of the delegates
chosen by the President to attend the
Papal inauguration of Pope Francis
together with David Mark, President
of the Senate and Viola Onwuliri,
Foreign Minister.
On 23 February 2017, it was reported
that her four companies accounts
frozen over alleged indebtedness of
$16,412,819.06 and N100,493,225.59
by the Federal high court in Lagos. The
four companies are Sea Petroleum and
Gas Company Limited, Sea Shipping
Agency Limited, Rotary Engineering
Services Limited, and Tour Afrique
Company Limited with 21 bank
accounts.
She has been involved in numerous
controversies ranging from highly

inflated purchase of BMW bullet-proof
cars without following due process as
well as allegations that Stella OduahOgiemwonyi purportedly lied about
how she obtained an MBA degree
from St Paul’s College. However, on
Jan 6th 2014 quoted authorities at
St. Paul’s College, where Mrs. Oduah
claimed she studied for bachelor’s
and master’s degrees, as saying they
did not award her an MBA at any
time as the university does not even
have a graduate school or graduate
programme.
In 2015, she was elected to the
Nigerian Senate to represent Anambra
North Senatorial District. She was one

“

She was also active in
the political campaign of
former President Goodluck
Jonathan, where she
served as his campaign’s
Director of Administration
and Finance

of the only seven women elected to the
8th. The others were Rose Okoji Oko,
Uche Ekwunife, Fatimat Raji Rasaki,
Oluremi Tinubu, Abiodun Olujimi and
Binta Garba. Oduah was re-elected to
a second term in the Senate in 2019.
On February 9, The Economic
and Financial Crime Commission
(EFCC) indicted Stella Oduah, and
the Nigerian Subsidiary of Chinese
Construction Giant, CCECC, in allege
fraudulent cash transaction of about

N5billion over five months in 2014.
Stella Oduah left People’s Democratic
Party to join the All Progressives
Congress. When asked, She said
she joined the ruling party because
she wants to change the “political
narrative” in the South-East region of
the country.
However, Stella has not be noticed in
media for a while and aljazirah Nigeria
joins to watch and await the outcome
of her indictment.
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FCT Farmers Tackling Climate Change
BY DAUDA ISMAIL WITH AGENCY REPORT

Climate change has become a significant threat
to Nigeria’s food security amidst worsening
insecurity and food inflation.
To deal with this problem, some farmers
in rural Abuja communities and across the
different regions of the country have adopted
sustainable agricultural practices, commonly
called smart agriculture, in an effort to
mitigate the devastating impacts of climate
change on food production, boost biodiversity
and as well restore degraded lands.
“Because we understand the implication
of pesticides usage on crops, and the
environment, we only make use of organic
fertiliser which are mostly extracts from plants
here to control pests and diseases,” Samuel
Kwasari, an agroforestry farm manager at
Kwali area council in Abuja said.
He said when he started farming at his
current farm, the soil was sandy, brownish
and the land was degraded. Because they make
use of organic fertilizer, there are earthworm
mounds around, indicating the presence
of essential nutrients for plants which was
lacking before.
“Turn your back and see the soil by the
road, totally brown. That was how it was when
we came here, but see it today, it is totally
different,” the farmer said.
Worm castings are explained as small
mounds or bumps on the lawn that are
basically worm excrement—but highly
nutritious excrement. These excretions are
nutrient-packed remains of digested plant
matter and soil that have passed through the
worms—a material that is extremely beneficial
to the lawn.
Earthworm’s presence due to organic usage
of manure also helps in breaking down thatch,
increasing decomposition, and creating usable
nitrogen in the soil.
To prevent infections on newly propagated
plants, Mr Kwasari said he rubs fluids from
aloe vera plants on the exposed surface of the
grafted plant in order to reduce bacterial load

on the crops.
“This practice has helped improve the soil
microbial organisms, soil texture, nutrients
and water retention capacity, as well as
plant vigor to sequester carbon dioxide
conveniently,” the farmer said.
Mr Kwasari explained that apart from
growing crops that repel pests and diseases
from crops planted, he said they also make use
of extracts from neem plants (commonly called
dongoyaro tree), eucalyptus, cow dung and
urine combinations to treat infected plants.
“Because we don’t apply fertilizer, we make
use of cow urine, cow dung, soil, pigeon pea or
any other pea with high protein. What we do is
that we take 200 liters of water, 10 liters of cow
urine, a kilogram or 2kg of fresh cow dung, 1kg
of powdery pigeon pea and a handful of soil,
then mix them together,” he said.
The farmer said the idea behind adding
a handful of soil is to multiply the available
microorganisms.
For instance, he said, “Let’s assume as I pick
up a handful of soil there are 10 microbes in
it. After fermenting the concoction, there will
be about 2000 microbes in the 200 litres of
mixture. Then we just apply it on the farm then
it keeps multiplying the microbes.”
One of the critical needs of plants is that
the microbes are there, the soil is living. It
needs air just like humans and the trees. It is
a natural thing that if there’s a tree growing on
a soil that air will get there. As trees take up

“

This practice has helped
improve the soil microbial
organisms, soil texture,
nutrients and water
retention capacity

the carbon dioxide, it is only through the soil
that they can sequester it.
Peter Ikwu, another agroforestry farmer,
said he grows marigold plants alongside his
vegetables in order to prevent pests from
invading his crops, rather than using toxic
chemical sprays on his farm.
Marigolds are a favorite, no-fuss annual
plant that can bring the color of sunshine to the
garden. Because it is brightly coloured, it easily
attracts insects to itself including beneficial
insects like butterflies, bees, ladybugs, among
others which helps in pollinating flowering
plants on the farm.
Marigold seeds germinate quickly, within
just a few days, and blooms within eight
weeks. This quick sense of satisfaction makes
them a great first-time gardening project and
a great companion in vegetable gardens which
can help protect veggies from predators and
pests.
“With this system of farming we don’t need
to depend on chemicals like our parents do…”
Mr Ikwu said.
According to the farmers, food crops are
grown strategically alongside trees and the
insect repellant plants in order to create
mutual benefits for both crops and the
environment.
For instance, because leguminous
crops such as beans, groundnut and even
Gliricidia trees are known to be good fixers of
atmospheric nitrogen into the soil, of which
nitrogen is an essential nutrient required by
plants to thrive and blossom.
These legumes are seen to be inter-cropped
with maize, sorghum among other crops so
as to boost yields without further fertiliser
applications, while pests repellent plants
(marigolds) are evenly spread along the rows
where crops are planted.
Mustapha Yakubu, who heads the
nursery unit of the Be the Help Foundation
agroforestry farm, explained that a
smallholder farmer can easily prepare their
organic pesticides and fertiliser with leaves
from neem plant, pepper, cow urine, cow

dung, pigeon pea, sand and water.
He said a farmer can prepare organic
pesticides by blending the leaves of neem
plants alongside pepper, cow urine and water,
then allow the mixture to ferment for three
days before sprinkling it on the farm.
Mr Yakubu said for the preparation of the
organic manure, a farmer should mix 5kg
each of ripe banana, pigeon pea, fresh cow
dung, then top it with 10 liters of cow urine,
a handful of soil from the farm and water.
“After mixing all of this in a drum, the
mixture should be stirred both clockwise and
anti clockwise for 20 times then allowed to
ferment for 23 days before use on the farm,”
he said.
Zilolo Emasealu, an Agronomist with the
Nigeria Farmers Group and Cooperative
Society(NFGCS), said organic farming is
indeed a healthy way of growing edible crops
and vegetables but that Nigeria does not have
a strong organic market yet for farmers to
explore.
He said for a farmer to successfully run
an organic farm, then the farmer needs to
prevent run-offs from other farms from
passing through, thus there is a need for a
bigger buffer zone.
“Usually, running an organic farm on a
large scale is more tedious and expensive,”
the agronomist said.
Tosin Olonijolu, farm manager and principal
agric officer at the Lower Niger river Basin
Development Authority’s integrated farm,
said the usage of extracts from neem and
eucalyptus trees, alongside livestock wastes
to combat pests and diseases on farmlands
can be traced to India and even Brazil.
He said organic systems of farming
helps to promote healthy food production
with available materials within the farm
environment.
While agricultural pesticides usage has been
linked to be major drivers of climate change
effects, some farmers across the world have
switched to taking the opportunity to embrace
the principles of regenerative agriculture in
order to reduce pesticide use, improve soil
health, and increase the capacity of soil to
retain water and sequester carbon.
According to the United Nations-backed
Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform
on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services,
IPBES, nutrient run-off from farms laced with
synthetic fertilizer has adversely affected land
ecosystems.
“Along with flood, drought and fire, add
pests to the list of anticipated impacts of
climate change. With a longer growing season
and a warmer climate, weeds and insect pests
will proliferate, most likely leading to more
pesticide use – which is itself responsible for
harmful emissions that further exacerbate
climate change,” said a report by the California
for Pesticides Reform (CPR) said.
Meanwhile,
the
United
Nations
Environment Programme said a recent study
from a United Kingdom-based charity soil
association and advocate of organic farming,
has shown that organic farming methods are
not the only example of sustainable nutrient
management, noting that agroecological
approaches, including conservation, lowinput, and minimum tillage agriculture,
are all recognized as “nature-positive” and
regenerative practices.
It said an enormous share of human-induced
greenhouse gas emissions result directly or
indirectly from agricultural production and the
subsequent processing, storage, transport and
disposal of food.
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Like Bola Tinubu, Let’s Go And Inform President Buhari That…

T

wo things interest me in Buhari’s
honest confession in the recent
interview he granted Channels TV.
One is how torturous it is to work for
six hours as an aged president, and
two at the end of the interview, he thanked
the two interviewers for punishing him. It is
punishment indeed, to ask an old man who
is already in his second childhood (a state
of dotage) such brainteasing questions,
on fantastic corruption, unprecedentedly
overwhelming insecurity, dying and nosediving economy; all these happening under
his nose.

In case you don’t know the nature of Nigeria’s
prebendal politics, Tinubu going to Buhari
is a good case study. It is better we open our
eyes, they have started again. The excruciating
sufferings of the masses is never their problem.
How ASO Villa became APC Secretariat calls for
serious investigation. When it became a wrestling
or boxing ring where political gladiators—like
Tinubu—declare their intention to wrestle for
power is not clear to us. That is sycophancy or
political prebendalism which we window-dress
as political strategy. In the political permutations
of an average Nigerian politician, voters’ votes do
not count; they are as useless as nursery school
certificates.
It irks me, pains me, and depresses me when I
see Nigerian masses willing to commit suicide on
behalf of politicians for crumbs. To say concern
for the masses is the least on the agenda of
Nigerian politicians is being diplomatic. Do they
think of us in the least? We are as good as cannon
fodder in the political battle field where absolute
powers are fiercely fought for.
One funny thing I read few days ago triggered
me to smile, though, sarcastically. The Buhari
Support Organization (BSO) publicly and
shamelessly expressed their dissatisfaction with
the President whom they claimed had used and
abandoned them—having worked hard for his

Tinubu
victory. If you have any difficulty in understanding
what ‘use and dump’ means in Nigerian political
dictionary, no time to understand it than now. In
the coming 2023 election, let’s play our politics
wisely and make intelligent use of our voters’
cards. Do not play into the hands of power-drunk
politicians so that you don’t get yourselves mired
in the phenomenal cobweb of ‘use and dump.’
As if we are in the season of meeting the
President to declare intention, Gov. Dave Umahi
of Ebonyi State made his visit too to ASO Rock
immediately after Tinubu’s—the king maker
and ‘father of all democrats’- who is old enough
to be a grandpa of this nation. We should expect
many such visits. In his comical reaction to
Tinubu’s infantile visitation, Kingsley Moghalu,
ADC presidential aspirant, twitted that he forgot
to inform the President that he is running for
president. Is Moghalu trying to be comical? I like
that! Moghalu chose to inform the masses who

are apparently much of his concern. I hope other
contestants follow suit.
Two things interest me in Buhari’s honest
confession in the recent interview he granted
Channels TV. One is how torturous it is to work
for six hours as an aged president, and two at
the end of the interview, he thanked the two
interviewers for punishing him. It is punishment
indeed, to ask an old man who is already in
his second childhood (a state of dotage) such
brainteasing questions, on fantastic corruption,
unprecedentedly overwhelming insecurity, dying
and nose-diving economy; all these happening
under his nose.
Or how better does one put it? Perhaps the
President does not know that all these are
happening under his nose. Please, ‘dotage’ as
used above should not be seen as disparaging.
We all have old parents and grandparents and
we know how they behave which is natural. Only
few people escape this state of dotage at their old
age, it shouldn’t be seen as blaming the President
over what he has not control.
This said, it will be political hara-kiri—for
the President or Nigerian voters—to handover
Nigeria, at this critical time, to these official
septuagenarians who are probably octogenarians.
A year ago in my article titled ‘The Trumped
Trump, the Triumphant Biden, and Our Old
President’, I wrote; “One of the determinants
of retirement age is life expectancy which is
currently 55 in Nigeria. It is 79 in the United
States. This implies that gerontocracy is very
bad for Nigeria; it is not too bad for the United
States. In other words if you live beyond 55 years
in Nigeria, you are lucky not to have died. You can
see why it is wrong to elect old people for general
leadership.”
Tinubu’s meeting with the President on his
presidential ambition seems to be a political
miscalculation. Referring to the President,
Tinubu’s statement that “he didn’t ask me not to
attempt” is as good as saying “he didn’t ask him
to attempt.”
e-mail: salahuddeenabdulkadir@gmail.com
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